






























































1939 ~ Summer (March ~ August) five times weekly:

Timetable:

Connections:

BERLIN ~ ATHENS

Summer 1939 Schedule
Berlin dep. 07.00
Vienna  arr. 09.00 Daily

Budapest arr. 10.05
Belgrade arr. 11.40

Belgrade dep. 12.20

Sofia arr. 14.55 every
Salonika arr. 16.45 weekday
Athens  arr. 18.30

LA. African services:

dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected.
dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay).
LA. Eastern services to 14 April (SE112):
dep. Athens Fris. connected.

dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay).
dep. Athens Mons. did not connect.

LA. Calcutta service up to 14 April (CE120):

dep. Athens Thurs. & Sats. connected.

LA. Eastern services from 16 April (SE113):

dep. Athens Thurs. connected.
dep. Athens Suns. connected (1 day delay).
dep. Athens Mons. did not connect.

LA. Calcutta service up to 17 April (CE121):

dep. Athens Tues. & Fris. connected.

Aircraft employed: Junkers Ju52.

ATHENS ~ BERLIN
Summer 1939 Schedule

Athens  dep. 07.40

Salonica arr. 09.05 every
Sofia arr. 10.55 weekday
Belgrade arr. 11.50

Belgrade dep. 12.15
Budapest arr. 13.35 Daily
Vienna  arr. 14.45
Berlin arr. 17.10

LA. African services:
arr. Athens Mons., Thurs. & Suns. connected.

L. A. Eastern services.
arr. Athens Weds. & Suns. connected.
arr. Athens Fris. did not connect.

L. A. Calcutta services.
arr. Athens Tues. connected.
arr. Athens Sats. connected (1 day delay).

Route: D.L.H. operated the entire route and the Berlin — Vienna section in conjunction with Austroflug.

Examples of mail flown:

S.t B AK By

P.0.Box 1949

Johannesbur

South 4frica

VIA AIR FRANCE

Datestamped Ljubijana, 3 March 1939, backstamped Belgrade 4th & Zemun 5th. Sent by
train to Belgrade and then flown from Zemun airport to Athens by D.L.H. on Mon. 6th.
Departed Athens 9th (1 day late) via I.A. service DS177 which arrived Lourengo Marques
13th, from where it was flown by South African Airways to Jo burg.



T Y

LEGIPOSTA

PAR AVION

Datestamped Pestszenterzseret, 7 July 1939, with Budapest Airport arrival d/s. of 8 July on
front (Repiilotér = Airport). No backstamps. Flown to Athens by D.L.H. on Monday, 10th,
then by I.A. African service DS213 which arrived Lourengo Marques 16th and then flown the
same day to Johannesburg by South African Airways. The 130f. postage = 40f. first 20 gr.
ordinary postage + 90f. per 20 gr. air mail fee to South Africa.

Conclusion:

It has turned out to be a lengthy listing of services but it is, I hope you will agree, necessary to enable readers to
identify mail flown by D.L.H. So far as the African route is concerned, I have found that mail from South and
South-West Africa to Germany is by far the most common. Items from all other places in Africa to all other
European countries is harder to find and in the reverse direction, even more difficult.
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Deutsche Luft Hansa A-G.

1930s post card showing the main building and apron at Berlin Tempelhof airport.
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Postscript:

As often happens, after completing the update and corrections, I obtained some more covers which I think are
worthy of inclusion. The first is the cover shown below from Portuguese East Africa (PEA). I have been unable to
discover documentary evidence which provides a date when PEA first despatched mail via the D.L.H. service and
my only example was a cover from Lourenco Marques to Sweden, sent in September 1934. The cover below was
posted on 30 August 1933 and so I think it is likely that the PEA authorities made an agreement with D.L.H. to use
their service from June 1933, i.e. at the same time as did Egypt, K.U.T. and Southern Rhodesia.
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irma,
Wi, Philippi & Co. G.m.b.H.,

Schauenburger Str. 44. Iv

HamBureg — I

Datestamped Beira 30 August 1933, backstamped Berlin 8 Sept. Sent by train from Beira to
Salisbury, then flown to Athens by I.A. service AN130, which departed 1 Sept. and arrived on
the 7th. Flown to Berlin by D.L.H. on Friday, 8 Sept. and probably by an internal service to
Hamburg the next day. Ordinary postage paid by stamps, air fee stated on label.

I have been surprised by the difficulty I have had to find examples of mail from Egypt flown by the D.L.H. service.
Covers from Egypt to Germany in particular are often seen, but the vast majority were flown only to Athens and
were then forwarded by train. To be certain that a cover was flown by D.L.H. from Athens, I believe it should have
an arrival backstamp of not more than one day after it arrived at Athens and it should be franked with the higher air
mail fee for carriage by the D.L.H. service. If routed through Berlin, application of the red Berlin C2 Luftpost
handstamp is, of course, also proof but after the summer of 1934 its use was discontinued.



My first example of mail from Egypt is a philatelic item. It is franked 60 mills. but the correct amount was 45
mills. being 20 mills. per 20 gr. ordinary postage + 25 mills. per 20 gr. air mail fee to Germany via the D.L.H.
service. (The normal air mail fee to Germany at this time, via [.A. to Athens or Brindisi, was 13 mills. per 20 gr.).

Herrn 2 A

«,. - Mit Luftpost befordert
""" i Flughafen Niirnberg

(M.of C. P.O.No.25 B)
® “eo 4
AIR MAIL /
o : Niirnberg-Fiirth

Germeny  echntou

Datestamped Cairo, 5 Sept. 1933, backstamped Berlin Sth & Fiirth 9th. It was flown from Cairo to
Alexandria on 6 Sept. and from there to Athens on the 7th by IL.A. service AN130. It was then flown to
Berlin by the D.L.H. service on the 8th and the next day to Niirnberg by a D.L.H. internal service.

The second example from Egypt is a commercial cover to Vienna. I have noticed that the Vienna P.O. was very
meticulous with backstamping and I have come to the conclusion that if a cover has a Wien/Flugpost backstamp, it
is proof that it was flown from Athens and if it does not, then it was not flown.
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CAIRO ~
Austria. WIEN.

Datestamped Cairo, 2 Dec., 1935, backstamped Wien/Flugpost 6th. It was flown from Cairo to Alexandria
on 2 Dec. and from there to Athens on the 3rd by 1.A. service AN294. It was then flown by D.L.H. from
Athens to Vienna on Friday, 6 Dec.: one day late, probably due to late arrival at Athens of the K.L.M.
service from the Dutch East Indies. The 60 mills. postage = 20 mills. first 20 gr. ordinary fee + 20 mills.
per 20 gr. air fee for carriage by D.L.H. (13 mills. to Austria via . A. only) + 20 mills. registration fee.



