Scottish Airmails

5 documents relating to 1937 airmails in Scotland, which came onto the market mid-

2010’s

These are posted for research purposes.

Document 1:

Document 2:

Document 3:

Document 4:

Document 5:

letter dated 4™ Jan. 1937, regarding emergency flights to Sanday, written by
W.G. Thomson [North Ronaldsay?], recipient is unknown.

letter dated 28" Jan. 1937, regarding emergency airmails Stronsay (27/01) &
Sanday/Westray/Ronsay, written by Jas. L. Hibbert, Kirkwall, recipient is
unknown.

letter dated 30" Jan. 1937, regarding flight to North Ronaldsay on 27/01,
written by Jas. L. Hibbert, Kirkwall, recipient is Mr. (Francis?) Field.

undated document, regarding ‘First occasion on which Mails have been
officially carried by Air between Renfrew, Campbeltown and Islay” on 12
March 1937. Writer & recipient are unknown.

undated letter, regarding emergency Western Isles airmails, 12" Mar. 1937,
written by H. Laurence Patrick, Glasgow, to an unknown recipient.

N.B. pencil marks such as ‘Beith 1.11’, relate to reference numbers within Richard Beith’s
“Scottish Air Mails 1919-1979” (1981) — errors of attribution are mine.

Alan Fisher

damp & drafty Edinburgh,
fishatthewell@hotmail.com

4t Dec. 2018
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4th January 1937 .

Dear Sirs,

With reference to your letter of 24th December, which I
 received on January lst, I shall try to explain as well as I
~can the particulars you require.

The mails to and from this island are carried by a
gimotorboat, to the neighbouring island of Sanday, (a distance,
one way of seven miles). The motorboat leaves here every
‘Wednesday and Saturday in Winter returning the same day with
® the incoming mails. From April to Qctober there is also a
mail both ways every Friday.

To fully understand the situation I will explain further
‘that from Kirkwall two mail steamers carry the mails to all the
‘North Islands of Orkney except North Ronaldsay. Those

" steamers carry mails as follows. From Kirkwall on Wednesdays,
“and in to Kirkwall on Thursdays. From Kirkwall on Fridays,
.returning ssme day. Prom Kirkwall on Saturdays, returning to
Kirkwall on londays. From Kirkwall via Stromness the mails
are sent across the Pentland Firth by steamer every day of the
‘week except Sundays.

The weather had been very rough, and stormy, from the 14th
. to 22nd December, and the mailboat from this island could not
4 be launched, neither on Wednesday l6th, or sSaturday 19th, or any
s intervening day until Tuesday 22nd when she carried 17 or 18

- mail bags,nearly half a ton of parcels and letters. The parcels
by the way being nearly all perishiable viz. poultry, ducks,
" turkeys, ete. As you will readily observe, mails arriving from
‘here to Sanday on Tuesday, could not arrive in Kirkwall until
' Thursday, and therefore not get across the pentland Firth until
B Fr iday.

x Who exactly was responsible for applying to Highland Airwaysi
o Ltd., T don't know, but in all probability the Postmaster in ;
©Kirkwall got instructions from the South. The result was that
~one of Highland Airways 'planes was sent from Kirkwall to Sanda

# to collect the entire mail from here, and deliver it at KirEiEIih..
in time to be sorted and sent across the Pentland Firth that same
sday, viz. 23rd. Thus saving two days. The 'plane arrived at
' Sanday for the mails at 8 ~.m., practically in darkness, also the
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1plane was here two times with passengers during the week that
‘" the mails were lying here storm-stayed. There is a very good
“landing ground here for a 'plane but unfortunately we have no
tnatural or artificial harbour here. There is at the extreme
south end of this island a concrete pier, (or jetty), where a
steamer from Kirkwall, when weather permits comes once a fortnigh
with merchandise. oOn this pier is a hand worked crane which
oists, and lowers the 24 foot motor mail boat; she is run up
and down the pier on a trolley which runs on rails, but the pier
in a very exposed place, and with a wind from S.W., to 8.E., heav
seas break over the pier, thus rendering the launch of the mail b
. impossible. Two men man the mail boat, and I remember before the
“motorboat was here that the mails were run by a sail boat. In
~summer the boat is anchored off shore, but that is impossible in
winter. A strong tide runs between here and Sanday, (in the Nordl
Ronaldsay Firth), both with flood and ebb, often causing a nasty °
broken sea. Mr. John Tulloch the mail boat skipper is one of the
- finest seamen I have ever known, snd thinke nothing of crossing in
the darkness of a winter's night if the necessity arises.

A petition signed by the inhabitants of this island to the ¢
Postmester, asking for an additional Air Mail on Mondays, was sent
away but so far nothing has come of it. -

As the 'plane did not actually come here but to Sanday for o
mails, I can get you no photographs etc., but I have explained
verything, as far as T can, only if there is any more informatio
you require I will be pleased to assist you in any way I can do &9

I beg to remain,
Respectfully yours,
W. G. THOMSON .
PoS .

I am Deputy Receiver of Wreck for this island, not Coastguar
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Dear 8ir,

Just a short note about further first emergency air mai
flights to Stronsay yesterday the 27th and to Sanday, Westray
and Ronsay to-day 28th.

For your information | have secured a few of the Sanday W
Stronsay ones but only one from Westray and so far have not g%
obtained any of the Ronsay ones.

The mails have been greatly delayed lately on account of
the terrible gales that we have been having, which has disloc
tho' usual steamer service. ; 3 :

_ 1ast Saturday (23rd Jan.), the local steamer, "Earl Thi
left on her round of the Islands, e.g. Raay, Stronsay, | a
Papa-Westray and Westray and was due to return on Monday and -
came in direct from Westray yesterday 27th, without calling at =
the other islands for mail or eargo. So the Postmaster, Mr.
Cameron, requested Highland Aifways to bring the mails in witich
was done to=-day from Ronsay, Westray and Sanday. Regarding b
Stronsay, the 'plane went to the island of N. Ronaldshay yesterd
27th with foodstuffs as supplies were running short, and call
along Stronsay on the way back for mails, but did not bring back
any from N. Ronaldshay. P

To-day the 'plane went out again - this time as pefore
mentioned to Ronsay, Westray and gsanday for the mails.

The island of Ronsay is served by & separate steamer and I
do not know as yet when mails were brought in from there last.
'] feel I am getting & bit mixed and for simplicity I'11l tabulate:

Mails from Stronsay 27th January. .
Mails from Ronsay, Sanday and Westray on 28th January.

: Regarding Westray mail, covers dated the 28th are genu :'_
. béfore that date is not, as I said the steamer returned direct
. to Kirkwall the day vefore bringing Westray mail with her.

Maile were also carried on the outward journey and I am

Oy

2
L
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not sure if I can secure any covers for the trip.

I will endeavour to get a few and the ones I have I will
try to get the pilot to sign them.

Yours faithfully,
Jas. L. Hibbert.

P.8. I hope you received the cover I posted to you yesterday.
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30th January, 1937. B

Dear Sir,

I have just received your Express Reg. letter with the
two covers enclosed for which I am very pleased. Thank you
very much. I am glad the envelope I sent you met with your A
approbation. o

Now Mr. Field, regarding the flight to North Ronaldshay
on Wed. 27th January no mails were sent there that day, only
foodstuffs, but, I think I mentioned in my last letter to you,

a was intended to take mails and passengers to the islands
of Sanday and Stronsay. On the return journey, mails were SR
left in Stronsay and mails were uplifted and it was found Gl SEH:
impossible to land in Sanday owing to the gale that was blowing
at the time. Now I hope that 1ls clear. So the only inward =
mails to Kirkwall from the North Isles was from Stronsay and of =
course mails were sent to Stronsay. The next day the 'plane
again went, this time to Ronsay, Westray and Sanday.

‘ é‘ &
Parcels and mails were taken to and from Ronsay, and 60 1b8.
of letters only to Westray and Sanday. Letters were also Ry
brought in from Westray and Sanday. I can get a number of b
copies of the "Daily Express" which gives a full account of the ™
happening, if you would wish it and I enclose a cutting from 2
"The Orcadian" which may interest you. i

The trip by the 'plane on the 27th was done by Pilot Adam&,Ay
Smith, and the flight on the following day by Capt. E. E. Fresson.
1 am endeavouring to secure their signatures to the covers I have
collected. At the moment I am trying to get covers that were 1
sent on the outward trip, but I have my doubts as to whether I can
get any as most of them may be destroyed by this time. If youlss®
are interested in these covers please let me know as soon as you
can. Now, as to another item of news that might interest yous &
The Shetland Islands have been without mail for more than a week =
and a 'plane belonging to Aberdeen Airways made a dash to Lerw;agﬂ”
via Thurso, when Pilot Hay handed over tne machine to Pilot e
Vallance who flew on to Shetland. He waited at the aerodrome
there until nearly dark when he took off and we heard a 'plane
cruising overhead in the darkness about 5 p.m., looking for a &
landing ground . Three motorists on the road turned their car
lights on to the landing field and guided the machine down. He

VA
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carried a light mail for the South as the steamer had left the
previous day with mail. I notice in to-night's "Daily Express"
ean account of the trip so I am wondering if I will secure a few
copies for you, but as I want to post this letter in time for
Monday's mail, perhaps you will let me know later on. Now,

e, regarding that flight I have asked a few of my friends here to

-

2 write their friends in Shetland to try and secure a few covers
for me and if successful will try to get both pilots to sign them.
. If you are interested you may let me know at your earliest

convenience.
Sincerely yours,

Jas. L. Hibbert.
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AIR MATT, CARRIED BY NORTHERN and SCOTTISH ATRVAYS LTD of RENFREW.
> :

12th MARCH, 1937

First occasion on which Mails have been officially
carried by Air between Renfrew, Campbel town and Islay

ax :
Itinezy of Flight end other particulass

v . >
¢ \ <

In eonseguence of the Mailboat "Pioneer™ being disabled and driven

to a dangerous anchorage off shore in the Sound of Islay, NEGOTIATIONS

WERE COMPIETED BETWEEN OFFICIALS-OF THE G.P.0. AND THE DIRECTORS OF

NORTHERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS, RENFREW to carry mails by air between

" Renfrew/Islay, Islay/Ceampbeltown, Campbeltown/Islay and Islay/Renfrew
“wen Friday 12th March,

Under bad weather conditions, with snow on the ground, the aircraft, a
triple engine Spartan Cruiser, G-ACSM, manned by Chief Pilot Captain
David Barcley and Wireless Officer ¥, Hughes, departed from Renfrew at
9.01 on the- n and retirned to Renfrew at
12.21 p.m, having completed the four runs - 240 miles - in 3 hours

20 minutes, ineluding four departures and four arrivals, Forty-Three
bags of mail were carried, makinz a total weight of 943 lbs, details as
follows: =

Renfrew/Islay - 90 miles = 32 minutes.+ Number Weight
Mail Bags Mail
Dep. Renfrew 9,01 Arr, Islay 9.33% 26 571 1bs.

Islay/Campbeltown ~= 30 -miles =25 mintutes’.+ ; - =

Dep. Islay 9.45 Arr, ¢'Town 10,10 1 13 1bs.,

Campbeltown/Islay - 30 miles - 15 minutes.+

Dep. GC'Town:' . 10.15 Arr, .Islay -10,30 12 293 1bs.

Islay/Renfrew - 90 miles “<§b minutes,+

Dep. Islay 11,15  Arr. Renfrewl2,2l 4 66 1bs.
43 943 1bs.

+ The difference in flying time over the same distances is accounted for
by the direction of the prevailing wind,
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— . coVERS:

GRASQON/ISIAY . o .« o o o0 a5 49
GLASGON/CAMPBELIONN . « « + « o .46

ISLAY/GLASGOR + « « o ¢ o o » 50

/" TSLAY/CAMPBELTOUN « o o « o » » 43

ISLAY/GLASGOR & o o o « s o o 2
. GLASGOW/ISLAY (Bruichledaich) . 2
3

GLASGOR/ISLAY (Portnashaven) « 3

.
-

CLASGOW/ISLAY (Bridgend) . »

ISLAY/CAMPBELTOWE o+ o o o « o g °

- o e e e e e e e -

w
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2, Woodside Place,

{

t\>
Glasgow, C3.

Dear 8ir,
WESTERN ISLES EMERGENCY AIR SERVICE,
In consequence of the mailboat "Pioneer" being disabled

and driven off shore to a dangerous anchorage in the Sound

of Islay, negotiations were completed between officials of the
G.P 0. and the directors of Northern & Scottish Airways, Renfrew,
to carry mails by air between Renfrew-Islay, Islay-Cambletown,
Cambletown-Islay and Islay-Renfrew on Friday 12th March, 1937.

The aircraft departed from Renfrew at 9.01 a.m. and returned
to Renfrew at 12-21 p.m. having completed the four runs in 3 hours
20 minutes. The 'plane used was a triple engined Spartan Cruiser
ﬁagged by Chief Pilot Captain David Barclay and Wireless Officer

ughes.

Although covers carried on the Islay-Renfrew stage were
carried none are now known to exist, and the only covers available
for collectors are 40 complete sets of the other three stages which
were sent by the directors of the Air company concerned. These
covers are all signed by Captain Barclay and Wireless Officer Hughes,
and the Renfrew-Islay cover is backstamped.

Apart from three sets sold privately, and three sets retained
by the directors of the company, I have been fortunate in obtaining
the remaining covers and have pleasure in offering this very
interesting set at the following prices:-

Set of three covers Renfrew-Islay, Islay-
Cambletown, and Cambletown-Islay all signed by
pilot and wireless officer and guaranteed,45/-.

Set of three covers as above with printed
history of flight and five fine copyright photo-
EPapRE of the THIEEE ......cccconsan conwn D =a
As the number of sets is necessarily very limited early
application is essential. Terms:- Cash with order. All covers sent
subject to approval. ;
Yours faithfully,

H. LAURENCE PATRICK.

end
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