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When Brian Peace saw his first
crash cover in 1948 at the age of
five; it was the only cover in his
grandfather’s collection of the
stamps of Australia, New
Zealand, Canada and Ceylon.
The 1936 cover, still bearing its
Australian 1/6d stamp, was
addressed to Messrs Clayton,
Son & Co Ltd of Leeds where his grandfather, as Chief Clerk, opened all the mail. Clayton &
Son exported gas holders to various Commonwealth countries, in particular to Australia.
This is an unusual book. It is not simply a listing or record of accidents and incidents
involving mail within, to and from Australasia. It is effectively a study of the birth of aerial
mail in Australia and New Zealand, and a comprehensive examination of the challenges and
hazards facing those pioneers, from a social and historical, as well as a philatelic, perspective.
Included is an explanation of the development of aircraft accident and incident investigation
from its beginnings to the present day, tables of all recorded accidents and incidents
involving air mail, tables of aircraft and crew, and a comprehensive list of references.
For aero-philatelists, dealers and auction houses, one of the most important features of this,
and future volumes in the series, is the inclusion of a census of surviving covers for many of
the more important crashes.

Perfect bound in A4 format, this profusely-illustrated 300-page full-colour
book will be available in March 2015.
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