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Editorial

| imagine readers will have been surprised whest §eeing the cover of this issue. | suspectilnn you
discovered the photograph is of Lady Ezra, her nasillehave rung a bell because many of you will dav
covers addressed to her. | wrote in my articley@salO to 15) that there are very few female adladphists
and the only other one | mentioned was GertruddirGola contemporary of Lady Ezra. However, | must
mention our very active and eminent current menthex Burn and also a founding member of our group,
Joan Widdowson, who long-standing members will mafper with fondness.

Remaining on the same theme, by chance | camesaaragther lady enthusiast on the internet: Elizabet
Greig. She started collecting aviation ephemerthin1930s and continued to do so all her life. ®hs
interviewed on BBC radio on 6 December 1993 in@mmme titled “Unconsidered Trifles” which can be
heard via the link bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p033j4atliscovered this through a Reading University sithin

a section run by their ‘Centre for Ephemera Stytieisich holds Elizabeth Greig’s collection.

We have to thank just Duncan Crewe, Richard Rawbngand myself for all the contributions to thistied.
| appeal to the rest of you to try to send me astl@ page or two featuring a cover with a litttrys We all
have them. Without your contributions there wél o Gazette.

| apologise to those of you who are already awdreny long article on the Africa connections witheth
Eastern route. | think it was published originaltythe South Africa Aerophilatelic Society jourrehd |
know a number of you were members. | don't likduding previously published articles but | did@othis
occasion because some of the issues which ardbe Iady Ezra article required lengthy explanatidrich
this article provides. If you have read it befdmmk at it this way: if | hadn’t included it, thissue would
have twelve fewer pages!

During my visits to Southampton library years agovtew the Southern Daily Echo on microfilm, | faln
some reports featured photos of flying boats. T libst of my knowledge, they have not been puldishe
elsewhere. Unfortunately the Echo offices in Soombi@n were destroyed by bombing during the war and
thus the photos are now only available on verytshya poor-quality microfilm. A few years ago wsited

the library and discovered it had invested in ahiree which can scan the microfilm and greatly inyar¢he
guality of the photos. An example is shown belosnt the Echo of 6 December 1937, featu@agpentaria
leaving Southampton on her maiden flight, operatiagtern service IE607. The quality is far fromfeer
but I can assure you that it is far better thanottiginal microfilm version.

e

: ; . 1 “* Bcbo I’ho'fo

“The Carpert:u-xa the 26&1 unit to join the ﬂeet of Empnre ﬁymg boats, passing over a vessel as she zct qut on her

muden _voyage from Southampton Wnter ycsterday. She is'to ‘take up ciation on the Singapore-Brisbane section.of
1 the England., -Australia route, and carrics Australian registration lettors.
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African service AS18 ~ forced landing at Kibanga P ~ new information
By Peter Wingent

In the last issue of the Gazette (No. 64, Decerlb@B, pp. 2—3) the reason given for the forceditandf
the Calcutta flying boaCity of Khartoumat Kibanga Port whilst operating service AS18 wad weather.
Our member Rick Green, to whom | am very gratefaht me evidence of a very different reason witara
more interesting story.

Readers may remember that the ‘bad weather’ reaasrgiven by the Imperial Airways’ Air Superintemte
Major H.G. Brackley in his monthly report to thédl.Board on 15 September 1931. Rick remembered
reading Brackley's account of the incident in aeeto his wife, Frida, in her book, “Brackles, Meins of a
Pioneer of Civil Aviation,” published in 1952. Thedter is on pages 349 and 350.

I will quote the letter in full because it is a ¢asating account of events. After reading it | s that, like
me, readers will be surprised and find it veryidifft to understand how Brackley could have repbttethe
I.A. board that the forced landing was due to badtiver when he himself had been very much invoived
far more dramatic series of events which had oecuonly two months before the board meeting.

Brackley’s letter to his wife was as follows:
“Kampala, 7 July, 1931

This has been a week full of adventure andexent. | trust you were not unduly alarmed if iéygort of
our forced landing at Kampala appeared in the Préssent you a wire saying all's well from Khartouiin
was hot and muggy as far as Butiaba on Lake Alpdrere we met a large size thunderstorm; 150 roiteat
Kampala, the weather was reasonably cool with & miceeze off Lake Victoria. Engine trouble prevénis
getting away to time and we spent last Friday nigdre. At dawn on Saturday we got away from Kisaml
Mwanza in rain and low cloud&d.: | think it should read got awdgr Kisumu and Mwanza, not frgnand
after half an hour one of the engines went phutptetaly. We were over the sleepy sickness countyi a
didn’t relish coming down in the midst of it, sored round and tried to get back to Port Bell néere;
couldn’t keep the boat in the air and after crogsthe mainland had to put her down near a placdedal
Kubanga.[sic.] It is near the sleepy sickness islands and we drd@nchor near the shore where we saw
some natives. The place was lousy with crocodilgésative fishermen in a dug-out canoe came anH tso
off to the shore, where | found an English speakiaiiye who said he had a motor bike and would taketo
the nearest Englishman some eight miles away. IThladly accepted because the wireless operator had
accidentally dropped the generator pulley into water and we couldn’t communicate with anyone! rAdte
perilous ride | found the Englishman in the midstaobanana and coffee estate, living in a very tgret
bungalow surrounded by lovely wild flowers growingprofusion, and the bird life wonderful. He towle in
his car to the nearest telegraph station a furteer miles away, and | was able, by a stroke of gooH, to
find an English telegraph official who was testthg line and had a small telephone outfit with hém,| was
able to speak to our office in Kampala, who as gan imagine were anxious concerning our safety, not
having heard from us. The nearest spare engineavi$sumu, some 220 miles away by road, so | dddioe
take a car with the mails and freight from theréNmirobi and bring the engine baded.: this does not make
sense. He took the mails and freight to Kisumu, M&irobi, and brought the engine back from therehd
arranged for a tug to tow the flying-boat back torPBell. | set off in the car convoy and travedjiall night
over the most terrible roads | have ever met, adiat Kisumu at seven on Sunday morning.

After breakfast we loaded the engine on tddhg driven by two Indians. | followed in a Chrgslleaving
Kisumu at noon. A very nice fellow accompaniedlutha way out and back and | heard many storiekfef
in Kenya and Uganda. On the way we stopped to flookippos with a spotlight and we arrived at Kargpa
soon after midnight. The staff were glad to sebagk and the engine installation is going on stiadi

Once again, many thanks to Rick Green for drawingattention to this fascinating account. | am rathe
concerned that the record is incorrect on an atffibhperial Airways’ report held in the British Avays
Museum. | have always had absolute faith in prinsyrce documents such as this but now my confedenc
a little shaken.

Having said that, | thought it was only fair to Aadr Constable, the archivist at the British Airwdyaseum
who so kindly provided me with the original infortiza, to send him a draft of this article in ordergive
him the opportunity to respond. This he did argldmail is reproduced on the next page.



Imperial Airways Gazette June20Bsue 65)

“I was initially at a loss to explain the discrepan After a little thought | have a plausible contion, but
this is just my own putting-two-and-two-together:

Aircraft position and condition reports were gengrasent back to Head Office by telegraph, occaaslign
voice radio or other means. From 1934 onwardsy tlvere then plotted on big Slip Charts (most ofcivhwe
still have). How those records were kept and prese in 1931 is, sadly, lost to us. On a Slip €har
generally the first delay reason known is the oeeorded - there is colour-coded shading to shovaydel
reasons, and it gets messy when they try to shesvadeat once. At the top of the account, Brackientions
meeting a large thunderstorm - there's the weathemgine trouble was far from unusual, so if they iy
fixed before the weather cleared it may not havenbeported back to the UK at all. Even a few gdater,
when operations were much more sophisticated, dedy day or two were not uncommon, and the reason
are often poorly recorded.

The thing that looks incongruous to us is the thet Brackley apparently gave two completely défer
accounts of the incident. The explanation for teatimple: he didn't. I'm happy to accept tha #rcount in
his diary, and thus his wife's book, is the acosirabhe. At the time of the Board Meeting whose tesnlu
guoted, Brackley was still out travelling the world@he Standing Agenda Item "Superintendent's Repor
would have been delivered by a deputy, using thet mo-to-date information available at the timeheT
Directors regularly grumbled that they were beieg too much information about minor incidents, aodt

is unlikely that a later correction would have babaught necessary.

Just my supposition, as | say, but | think that fit

| accept fully Adrian’s explanation and | am happysay my confidence is fully restored.

Three Routes to Akyab
By Richard Rawlingson

For the British, Dutch and French pilots pioneerihg air routes to the Far East, Akyab in Burmademno day
Sittwe) must have been a welcome sight. After leg@alcutta and India behind, it marked the end bé&zardous
flight of over 330 miles across the open waterthefBay of Bengal. It had already been establigtsed staging
point for Air Orient and K.L.M. before Imperial extded its Eastern route from Calcutta to Rango@eptember
1933. In less than a decade this little known setlecame a key part of the international airgpamt network.

The special blue and yellow covers commemoratiedfitist flight (IE 235) are common but | have iliteged here
three slightly more unusual examples.

The first is included as it represents the shodesance between the two points. A typically reead understated
George King cover, it was posted at Croydon Aerodr@n the morning of departure, Saturday 23rd Sdpte
The service ran to schedule and the mail was stdmpearrival at Akyab 9.0am Sunday 1st October.

The second cover is from the fertile imaginationoaf old friend Capt. Smye. He decided to starjatsney in
Cardiff on the G.W.R. internal flight to Birminghaon 20th September. This service, linking Plymoaiid
Birmingham via Cardiff opened in May 1933 and rarough the summer months until the end of September
shortly after this flight. As was normal for intatrflights, it entered the regular mail systemtatdestination for
onward transmission to Croydon. Like the firstisitfranked 8d, the G.P.O. having extended the ait mte to
Calcutta to include destinations in Burma.

Cover 3 followed an even more interesting routepBred by Dutch collector H.L.S. Adama, whose naheve
seen on other IA related material from this peribehas posted on 23rd September just across the&eborder
at Essen Mulheim Airport. From there it was flovanNlunich, probably via Dortmund and Frankfurt, wdetr
received the red ‘Sent by air mail Munich 2’ cachémfortunately there are no further transit stagshow its
onward journey. My most likely theory is that iavelled by rail to Athens via Vienna 24/25th Segiem This
would certainly have allowed sufficient time to oact with IE 235, which left Athens on the morniofy26th
September. | am open to any alternative propok#s!the other covers it has the 1st October argtamp.

Akyab continued as a call on the Eastern routeupd outbreak of war and indeed beyond for a tByethen the
Empire flying boats had reduced the crossing oBag of Bengal to a short hop of under three ahdlBhours.
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Cover 1.

By AIR MAIL LONDON TO AKYAB.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Ir Geo,J.King,
Poste Restantle,
Akyab, Burma,

Cover 2.

T T T T T
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HE.L.S. Adama,
Poste restante

Akyab:
India (Burma)

Cover 3.
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From Caribou to cycle: an unusual first flight cover
By Duncan Crewe

| recently acquired the cover below. It is one leé tvithdrawn first flight envelopes used from Caadd
Nyasaland. It was picked up on 10 August 193Zhyibou operating NAE 1 and reached Southampton next
day. There it was transferred to DS 222 which degawon 12 August, three hours lateCasiolanushad been
delayed to allow maintenance to be completed. Tireradt was further delayed at Rome and Athens by
mechanical trouble and was a day behind schedudmithreached Kisumu. Thef@ambriatook over the
service and this cover was offloaded when the &irceached Beira on Thursday 17 August. It wasifildo
Salisbury the same day by the RANA service and tireto Blantyre by the next morning’s RANA flighit.
completed its journey to Limbe by cyclist. The 198#etable allowed the cyclist 40 minutes to make t
journey! | am very grateful to Peter Wingent fos hielp with the Beira end of the journey.

"FIRST TRANS-ATLANTIC FLIGHT"
5 - "MONTREAL -  SOUTHAMPTON, ENG."

BY AIR MAIL

©) RMSBRITARNIA 1860 (&
FIRST OFFICIAL FLGHT ~ PREMIER &1 T101EL
MONTREAL~ SOUTHAMBTON

= E Limbe P'Oo 3
. Nyasale:ad,
. SOUTH AFRTCA.

? ‘\\ = g / -
e Compliments of -
i e ~G.J.Jemmings e
E s Hemilton, Onte.
é \\\ C.AI\}ADA‘
o -
£ \\\\\__/" —
A
.-/?-
s
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Early despatches of U.K. mail for the Horseshoe seice
By Peter Wingent

The letter from BOAC to the GPO in London, showrFig. 1, provides details of the sailings of th@sh

carrying mail from the UK to South Africa which awected with the Horseshoe flying boat services bt
the time, operated once-weekly between Durban gddesy.

It makes it possible to trace the journeys of tadiest despatches of mail from the U.K. which weaeried
by BOAC Horseshoe services and Figs. 2 and 3 sbeers sent by the first and fifth of these.

B RITl SH OVERSEAS AIR ORPORATION

TELEGRAMS FLYI NG BRISTOL “L : ‘GI'R\A:ND SPA HOT [=ES

; .. BRISTOL, 8.

TD/M032/12000/255 S z8th Augnst, 1940

TELEPHONE ERISTOL 3705l

Dear Mr»._Harman 3 v ‘ :
W

The follom.ng is a hst of your despatches

made since the 19th June to comnect with our NE services e
from Durban, showing on wh:Lch sernce each despatch hasg
been accommodated.. = . 7l o
i

Despatch dated 19th June per "Arundel Castle” on flylng—boa'b -
service ex Durban 10th July 4

B Ll 26'hh “', Syaie _’“Warw:l.ck Castle" on flying-boat
: = b o ' service ex Durban 17th July <
! R 3rd July ik _“Durban Castle“ on fly:.ng—boa‘b
g - S, . service ex Durban on 24th July
et e 1]rth‘ e "Strathnaver" on flying-boat -
e e SR R “ -~ service ex Durban 10th August

: ";.“*"Windsor‘ Castle" on flying-boat
‘ _service ex Durban 8th Angust

. . S.Harman, Esq., .
. Pogtal Seryvices Dept.

B ‘General Post Office,
s London,‘ .C.l. :

Figure 1.
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Figure 2.

The cover shown in Fig. 2 is datestamped Walladegs@ire, 12 June 1940. It was sent from the G.P.O.,
London to Southampton on 19 June and was parteofitst despatch of mail sent from the U.K. It was

carried to Cape Town by the Union-Castle shipndel Castlewhich sailed 20 June and arrived 7 July. The
mail was flown to Durban by South African Airwaysdathe cover connected with Horseshoe service NE4,
operated by the S.23 flying ba@eres which departed at 04.35 on 10 July and arrivézhbn the 12th.

SUDAN GOVERNMENT

T Va7
T4¢, i~
%7 sspt 2 - T
?'J 12 JUL e sl R
1940 :“ e
<4NQ,/ s Tk

The 0fficer Commending Mechenical Transport,
éudan Defenee Force,
KHARTOUM NORTH,

Sudan.

, Figure 3

The cover shown in Fig. 3 is datestamped Lythani\Bhes, 12 July 1940. It was sent from
the G.P.O., London to Liverpool on 17 July and was of the fifth despatch of mail sen
from the U.K. It was carried to Cape Town by theiah-Castle shipwindsor Castlevhich
sailed 18 July and arrived on 5 August. The mais \ilawn to Durban by South African
Airways and the cover connected with HorseshoeiceNES, operated by the S.23 flying
boatCirce, which departed on 8 August and arrived Khartounthe 10th.

pR‘i'{}';\
,Q%‘ = Cff;.\
10AUG4D

GL

References
The BOAC letter in Fig. 1 is held at the Britishga Museum & Archive, London, in file ref. Post/3808,
“1939-1940 Empire Air Mail Wartime Arrangements.”

Details of the Horseshoe services were obtainen BOAC aircraft movement charts for July and August
1940, held at the British Airways Archive at Spdedibay, Harmondsworth.
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Post card of the new Singapore Airport building
By Richard Rawlingson

Richard sent me the post card shown below whictielseribed as follows:

It is a recently acquired post card showing the @anDH86 ‘Brisbane’ at Singapore’s Kallang Airport.
Kallang opened on 12th June 1937 and the DH86she@h replaced by the Empire flying boats by eaunly J
1938 so it can be dated quite accurately. It ipkesdid view of what was considered the finestairp the
Empire at the time and an image | haven't seenrbeda a post card.

The City of Teheran crash at Gaza 14 February 1930

By Duncan Crewe

The three photographs
shown on the next pag
were acquired recently
from eBay. They were
described as showing ap.
Argosy in Egypt but in fact
the wrecked aircraft is a
DH66, theCity of Teheran.
A further photograph take
from behind the wreckage
is shown on page 37 of Ken

Sanford’s book on Imperial

Airways crashes. Th€ity

of Teherarhad taken over the operation of IW 45 from @igy of Karachiat Basra on the 14 February. It left
Gaza late the same day but developed engine tranil¢he pilot turned back. Unfortunately, as henapted
to make a night landing he came down short of #redrome and hit a mound, damaging the aircrafbhey
repair. The nine people on board all survived ity minor injuries. The mail was forwarded to Egiyy
surface and then flown to Athens by tBd&y of Khartoum.From there it was railed to Britain reaching
London on 20 February. The cover below, which is finst example of mail identified from the crash,
received a Godmanstone arrival cancel next dag.dorrectly franked with the 2a per oz. surface dad 6a
per %2 oz. air fee.
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Lady Ezra of Calcutta: a well-connected aerophilatist
By Peter Wingent

To the best of my knowledge there were very fewdlenaerophilatelists in the 1930s, or indeed ndwe
story of Gertrude Collins of Newcastle has beed byl Stan Wheatcroft [1] but the activities of Ladgchel
Ezra have only just caught my attention, thanksvincovers which | have acquired recently and shiatar.

Rachel Sassoon was born in Bombay in 1877 and 12 t®arried Sir David Ezra, a banker and community
leader in Calcutta. It is recorded that their naayei represented the coming together of India’s nvest
powerful Jewish families. They established a tradibf philanthropy by building hospitals, synageguetc.
and both of them received various honors and tit@® Great Britain and the Indian government. Zavid
died in 1947 and Lady Ezra in 1952 [2].

George Bailey [3] of Romano Auctions, Tel Aviv, weothe following in 2013 in a forward of the sale
catalogue of Lady Ezra’s air mail collectioifst some point the couple became acquainted witplsin
Smith. Smith was also the secretary of the Indiamail Society on Elliot Road in Calcutta and it sva
through him, | believe, that Lady Ezra became dectdr. She was meticulous about clipping from
newspapers regarding whatever cover she receivedvenote them up on pre-printed pages designed for
flight covers. She used her connections aroundvibidd to have covers addressed to herself or hasbhaod
(c/o whoever she knew at a given destination).”

L.A. Wyndham of Cape Town,

who was a Committee Clerk in
South Africa’s House of

Assembly, was one of Lady
Ezra’'s connections. The post
card shown here was sent by
him to one of her London

contacts and flown by AN93,

operating one day early. The
service departed Cape Town on
13th December and arrived at
Croydon at 11.33 on the 24th.
The card is franked at the
reduced rate of 5d. for post
cards which was introduced in
South Africa on 1 Oct. 1932.

In case some readers find it
difficult to read, the most < .. — Sl s Bl Glie
important part of his message is J.. AP on
his word for word quotation of )
the South African P.O. notice ‘& ' = »&fa-/azéém,
which Wyndham stated was put o RS SR ;
up in the General Post Office = . 7. . 7__ ::;MZZZ;: Wf//‘:/j;%
on Friday, 9th December. s /fi‘m; o s g
5 G w5l pom G Lo ot //é/ Lo oy At
“The Air Mail ordinarily due to DSl Lo g 1y A/W@:,\ sk i,
leave on Wednesday next, 14th L 7 pontlr bl . it oo Soredd it e arn
December will leave on o £ reoci Tomcon o, rnidicee e T e e i
Tuesday, 13th Decembgr. This M{fﬂ@»«xw ey o i e //2’4.;4,.;,"4’;-.
affords a final opportunity for S Ly ool foroininl . . Lon Pty P B, 2 1 lloin bose foovt’ 9.
conveyance of letters and /zf%‘,/z,/ R gm-,,,%-’_,,,v{,éa s b Acehieedl
postcards  for  Christmas St 1 Bicslir airiy-ompi P20 5%, 13K Blcoom Lo oo S s = forind
delivery in Great Britain and o liiril fo £ sy Lot ot v Tt oy Cp 5 e ne iy
Europg generally.” | ﬁfl’?*’"f '42%/5‘&://{7‘”““‘9 - 24’ e ””V‘Z“”"'/ DLl st

%

ey

o
~R

%mzéy, j24% 8. | 032
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An example of reciprocal co-operation is providgdhe cover shown below which Wyndham arrangeceto b
posted at Broken Hill and flown by AN120 to Caifbhere it connected with IE223, which was the first
Eastern service to be extended from Karachi touftalc No doubt Lady Ezra posted the cover, aloily &
number of others, back to Wyndham in Cape Town.

. “":&W-’ﬂ-———"—"
£ BROKEN HILL
\ 41

No.

i L.A Wyndham, Ese.

= oy e
C’0 L-GAY EZ’I'C;I &?ﬁgi .
GALCUTTA | 0( 10 =A%
yia Cairo, e \?4LC!Q!€,‘”

§

In my opening paragraph | wrote that two coversught Lady Ezra to my attention. The first of thése
shown below.

Most notably, this cover is
signed on the left-hand side by
Amy Johnson. As is evidenced
by the letter shown on the next
page, Lady Ezra must have
asked Mr. B. Van Riet to obtain
Amy’s signature whilst she was
residing in Cape Town.

Amy Johnson married Jim
Mollison on 29 July 1932 and
whilst Amy signed her letteA.
Mollison, the signature on the
cover is A. Johnson perhaps
because Lady Ezra specifically
asked her to sign using her
more famous maiden name.

The cover was paid for carriagé
by air only to Egypt: 2 x 10d..
per Y2 oz. air fee + 4d. reg. and
so inscribed on the reverse.
However, the Calcutta arrival - -
datestamp of 24 Dec. means that
after arriving at Cairo on 15
Dec., via AN92, it could only|
have been flown by KLM
service no. 108 to Karachi (dep.
18 Dec.; arr. 20th). From there it
was sent by train to Calcutta. In
1929, the 1,574 miles journey
took 77 hours [4]. k
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Shown below is the letter which was enclosed incthveer from Cape Town shown on the previous pay, |
Amy quite rightly notes that pilots normally onligs covers which have been flown by them.

“KISMET,”
AVENUE BRITTANY,
SEA POINT,
CAPE TOWN.

3rd December, 1932,

B. Van Rlet Esq.,
45 Trafalgar Buildings,,
Woodstock,

Dear Mr. Van Riet,

——— -1 have your letter of the 1lst inst,, and
regret the delay in returning the envelope to you. This
wes due to the fact that I was in doubt as to where to sign.
As a rule, only Pilots carrying letters affix their signatures

thereto.
Best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
P )

/>

P.S. Envelope returned herewith, duly signed.

On the next page is shown the second cover whietv any attention to Lady Ezra. It is signed by Alan
Cobham and it is addressed in the same hand gwelmus cover which, no doubt, is that of Mr. BarV
Reit. It was posted the same day but it has a @Galawrival datestamp three days later than thahemAmy
Johnson cover, i.e. 27 December.
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The Cape Town datestamp on this cover is exactlysime as that on the Amy Johnson cover, inclutiieg
time slug of 9.30AM. Unlike that cover, there is husqu’a handstamp for carriage by air only to Egyifhe
4d. registered envelope has an additional 1/5dages which is puzzling since the two air mail sabe®m
South Africa to India at this time were 1/- per % tor by air to Karachi and 1/3d. per ¥ oz. fordiyto
Karachi and in India. The only two air servicednlia at this time were the Tata service from Khrao
Madras and the Delhi Flying Club service from Kéiato Delhi. Certainly, the former would not have
offered advantage for mail for Calcutta and | dahiat the latter would have done either.

The cover must have been flown to Cairo by I.Aveer AN92, arriving on 15 Dec. and was then flown b
I.A. Eastern service IE195. This departed Cair®0rDec. and arrived Karachi on the 24th. Fromehtre
approximately 3% days train journey to Calcuttal@xg the arrival datestamp of the 27th.

It is unclear why the Cairo Post Office treated tlve covers differently, causing them to arriveQalcutta
three days apart. Perhaps the jusqu’a handstantbeokiollison signed cover played a part. Readeag m
wonder why that cover was off-loaded at Karachimvtiee KLM service called at Calcutta. The answehad
KLM were permitted to drop mail only at Karachi e@astbound services. The reason for this is rather
complicated and a full explanation can be foundhynarticle on pages 14 to 26 of this edition.

Also of relevance in the article is that the coghown in Figure 15 is addressed to W.E. Wheatcodt,
Lady Ezra. It shows that Stan Wheatcroft's Uncld Was another of Lady Ezra’s worldwide contacts.
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Shown below is the ‘compliment letter’ from Alan lilam which was enclosed in the cover he signed.

SIR ALAN J’ COBHAM’ K.B.E,AF.C. Clo THE VI;CUUM OIL CO. (S.A.), LTD.
OSTON HOUSE,
Telephone :~CENTRAL 5961. CAPE TOWN,

SOUTH AFRICA.

29th November, 1932.

With Sir Alan Cobham's Compliments.

| suspect many readers will have at least a fewylEaata covers in their collections. | would beidleled to
receive copies and details of any unusual onemétusion in a future Gazette.
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Of added interest to the Cobham signed cover isitheas flown by the first I.A. Eastern servicedall at
Kuwait, which was made on 23 December 1932 whilBdRBiHadrian was flying the Galilee to Bahrein
section that day. Writers such as Gisburn [5], k&&a[6] and Brown [7] all record that the first kcat Kuwait
by an eastbound service was made on 14 January(46B8ce IE198). However, evidence that it wasiena
on 23 December 1932 is provided in a letter fronmide Handover, Imperial Airways’ Traffic Manageo, t
J.P. Greenwood of the G.P.O. Air Mail Section, whi& shown below.

References:

1] Wheatcroft, StaniThe Airmails of Gertrude L. Collin®ublished by the author, circa 1986.

2] Website: https://en.wikipedia.org.wiki/RachelsSaon_Ezra#

3] Website: https://[romanoauctions.blogspot.com®09/india-aerophilately-collection-of-lady.html
4] The Railway Gazette, 11 November 192dpy held at the British Postal Museum & Archive

5] Gisburn, H.G.D.The Story of Imperial Airway®ub. F.J. Field, 1950.

6] Walker, DouglasAirmails of New Zealand, Volume Rub. Air Mail Society of New Zealand, 1986.
7] Brown, Jeffrey)ndian Air Mails. Pub. Indian Study Circle for Philately, 1995.
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Air mail connection between Africa and India/Ceylonin 1932 — 1933.
By Peter Wingent

Introduction:

Between January 1932 and October 1933, the coonebgtween Imperial Airways’ African and Eastern
services was very poor. At worst, there was a fiags delay to mail after arrival at Cairo on atimbound
African service before the departure of an Eastermice to Karachi. This delay was the subject htter of
complaint written by the Director-General of thaliem G.P.O. to the British Post Office and is shawn
Fig.1 [1].

' ) Corx.-80.

Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department.

The reply to this letter shonld be addressed— |
Tre DIRECTOR-GENERAL o i (e
o¥ FOSTS axp TELEGRAPHS, TR
INDIA I /

(without the addition of the namo of wny post

5'329//;1 3R

town).

To
The Secretary,
J )5 - o
~ 75 General Post Office, London,
| T;; i A~055_U_1_FN_/52 ., dated mNcw Dethi, the 28th January 1932,
\r % %)
\{‘\.) ’j’ England-Africa Air Mail service,
Sir,
I am directed to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt
77 of your letter, dated Sth Jamuary 1932, no.31369/31, togetner
0] s
73% witn the time-tanble of the England-africa Air service and to
observe that tne time-taols of the north-bound aeroplane from
) Cape Town to Cairo will not maintain comnection with the easat-
IS £ vound aeropians of the London-Karachi air oervice., The result
i
;/-‘ j  will oe that the air miails from South and Fast Kfrica as well as

™

from Egvpt for India will suffer a detentionog days at Tiberius
b ;

ry 7

(Semakh ).
2. The Director-General will be mch obliged if the fmasi-

bility of altering the time-table, with a view to improving the

transit of African Air mails for India is considered by vou.

il

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Figure 1.
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The reply from the British G.P.O. is shown in Fi§g2. Being unable to provide adequate reply faed for
the South African public and at the same time adasnection with the Eastern service, preferenas given
to the former.

D
550=F /31 (-
51360/31

sir,

yith reference to your letter of the 28th of Jenuary,

I am direoted by the Postmaster General to say that the
present time table of the northbound air mall service

from Capetown was arranged with the South African
Administration in order to permit of a gufficient interval
for reply to letters regeived by the southbound aeroplane.
Any slteration therefore made to the northbound service
would necessitate a similar alteration of the southbound
schedule with consequent inconvenience to posters in this

country, who are now well ascustomed to the Wednesday

departure of the African alr service. In these
cirounstances, the Postmaster General regrets that he
cannot see his way at present to modify the timetebles of
the African Alr Mall services.

I em, Sir,

(nur bedient Servant, : :
y _\ \ \",/A\ | ;.).f:_ & n{‘ = | :
& :

for the Seoretory.

The Director General of Posts
and Telegraphs,
INDIA.

TSR

Figure 2.

The table in Fig. 3 shows the duration of delayntils at Cairo. The October 1931 data is inclueshow
that prior to the extension of the Africa servioelape Town, the connection at Cairo was fast. Qtteber
1933 data again shows a fast connection and wafindleresolution of the problem. Commencing with
service AN135, which departed Cape Town on 4 Oct@B83, a day in transit time was saved betweere Cap
Town and Cairo and was achieved by flying the Jobahurg — Nairobi section in two days instead ofdh
No doubt this was facilitated by the introductidrttee AW XV Atalanta aircraft on the Cape Town -sKimu
section, which replaced the slower DH66s.
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Date Afripan ser\_/ice Eastern serv_ice Delay to mail
arrived Cairo departed Cairo to India, etc.
October 1931 17.40 Mondays 12.00 Tuesday$ Nil
January 1932 17.40 Wednesdays2.00 Tuesdays 5 days
October 1932 Aftn. Wednesdays 12.00 Tuesdayps 5 days

January 1933 Aftn. Wednesdays 04.00 Wednesgaysays

February 1933 Aftn. Wednesdays 17.30 Tuesdays § day

May 1933 Aftn. Wednesdays 16.30 Tuesdayd 5 days

October 1933 12.15 Tuesdays 17.30 Tuesdays Nil
Figure 3.

A further complication to the story is that althbuthe African services passed through Cairo dutirig
period, the Eastern service did not for part of from October 1931 to January 1933, the Eastewicee
passed through Tiberius, on the Sea of Galileeerfredl to just as Galilee on I.A. timetables), antink
service’ was operated between Cairo and GalildeusThe days of departure from Cairo shown in aletin
Fig. 3 are actually the days of departure of th& Bervice to Galilee. For clarification, a maptioé link
service with days of arrival and departure of theviges in January 1932, is shown in Fig. 4. lenidlly, the
map also shows there was a good connection betmadncoming from India for onward conveyance by

southbound African services.

S }
%o\ Brindssi
N \h‘r ! f\

v

Dep. Lairo
Sundays

730 am

~8xand iy, -, 0
=2 sy
C_.]l":"]“r‘ s ‘(\:\q‘
Aer. Carro | \_f
Wedneselays |
s4opm. 9 Assiit _

Tiberus

Da'})_ Tibmm:‘:
5 am.
o

Weds

Ku’rl:»ah Wells

Baghdad

-
Arr. Tiberius
f’.»]r;raﬂ 3pm

Figure 4.

Carriage of African mail by K.L.M. :

From 1928, K.L.M. had operated irregular flightsvbeen Amsterdam and Batavia but on 1 October 1831,
once-weekly service was inaugurated. Very quitkly Egyptian Post Office arranged to utilise the. K.
service as evidenced by the notice published inBipgptian “Journal Officiel,” of 2 November 1931]]3
which contained the following announcement:

“The Post Office will utilise, effective 1st Novesnti931, the Dutch Air Line for the conveyance aflsn
between Egypt and Iraq, Persia, British India, Si@traits Settlements and Dutch Indies.

Eastward, the aircraft leaving Cairo (Almaza aerodre) on Sunday early in the morning will arrive at
Baghdad the same day, at Bushir and Jask on Moradd¢arachi on Tuesday ...... ”

However, there were restrictions placed upon K.Lidlowing an ‘Exchange of Notes’ between the Biit
Indian and Netherlands Governments which resulieltéaty No. 42, signed in London on 3 June 19B0e
clause relevant here, concerning the carriage dfoypd<.L.M. within India, was as follows:

“The carriage of mail by K.L.M. across India to pks beyond India in either direction will be peret but
air mails for delivery in India must be handed owerthe Indian authorities at Karachi (eastbounahidan
Burma (westbound).”[My thanks to John Berridge for providing thedmrhation re this agreement].
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The writer believes that the restriction that K.L.Wad to hand over mails at Karachi for deliveryindia
remained in place until September1939. India Riffite Guides published between 1933 and September
1937, under the heading “Dutch and French Air $esyi’ all contain the statement th@he mails from
countries in the West for India and Burma are dreghat Karachi.” However, the September 1939 P.O.
Guide states thatThe mails for India are unloaded at all airstatisnn India where the planes of the Dutch
and French services call.”

Apart from the notice in the Egyptian “Journal ©idl,” the only other reference | have seen in i
documents from all of the British Colonies in Afit¢o the carriage of mail from Cairo by K.L.M. is &
Sudan Air Mail Leaflet, dated April 1933. An exttaelating to air mail to India and Ceylon is shroiw Fig.
5 by kind permission of Duncan Crewe.

9 o Ty n ) A
INDIA AND THE FAR EAST.
BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND BY DUTCH AIR SERVICE.
NoTE T:
Imperial Airways Service to India leaves Cairo on Tuesdav.  There is therefore no connection
by air from the Sudan as the Air Mail from Khartoum on Toesday arrives in Cairo on Wednesday
evening. Correspondence by this Service should be endorsed ** BY AIR FROM CATRO " and

should he posted to connect with the ordinary mail from Khartoum on Wednesday.
No1E 2:: )

The Dutch Al Service (K. L. M.) leaves Cairo for Duteh East Indies on Saturdayvs and
correspondence forwarded to Cairo by air matl endorsed® ' BY DUTCH ATR MATIL" will connect

with this service.

CEYLON :—(See India).

INDIA :—
By Imperial Airways Service.
(A) By Air Cairo-Karachi (10 days).
Postage : 40 m/ms. not exceeding 20 Grammes.
38 5% each additional 2o Grammes or fraction.
(B) By Air Cairo-Karachi and in India endorsed ** By Air in India”. Delhi and Bombay
(rr days) ; Madras (r2 days) ; Colombo, Cyelon (14 days).
Postage : 6o mjfms. not exceeding 20 Grammes.
58 52 each additional 20 Grammes or fraction.
(C) By Imperial Airways Khartoum-Cairo and Dutch Air Service Cairo-Karachi.
(i) By A1r KuarToUM-KARACHI (7 days).
Postage : 50 m/ms. not exceeding 20 Grammes,
3 = each additional 20 Grammes or fraction.
(i) By Air KEARTOUM-KARACHI AND IN INDIA ENDORSED “ By AR IN INDIA". DELHI
AND BomBay (8 days), MADRAS (g days), CoLoMBo CEYLON (IT days).

Postage : 70 m/ms. not exceeding 2o Grammes.
68 5 each additional 20 grammes or fraction.
Figure 5.

The delay to mail caused by the poor connectioBato between Imperial Airways’ African and Eastern
services is stated in Note 1 and the alternativeaoiage by K.L.M. is offered in Note 2 and seet{€) of the
rates.

Note 1 includes the statement that correspondarteaded for carriage by the LA, service from Cairo
Tuesdays will be sent by ordinary mail from Khartown Wednesdays. | have had occasion to check
whether or not a cover was sent by this ‘ordinasyl’nand | found that the timetable in Fig. 6 isyaiseful.

It is taken from “Cook’s Continental Timetable, Mar1932” [4]. It shows that there were two sersiper
week, leaving Khartoum on Sundays and Wednesdalge. mail leaving Khartoum by the Wednesday trains
and arriving at Cairo on Sundays thus waited inrcCane day for the Tuesday departures of the weekly
Imperial Airways Eastern service.

The 1,342 miles journey from Khartoum to Cairo ¢siesl of three stages:
Khartoum — Wadi Halfa 579 miles Sudan Governmerili\Rg.
Wadi Halfa — Shellal (Aswan) 208 miles River steame

Shellal — Cairo 555 miles Egyptian State Railway.
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First northbound African service from Cape Town:

i

The first Imperial Airways northbound service fr@ape Town (AN47) arrived at Cairo at 12.15 on 1B.Fe
1932. Mail to India had two possible connectiah® ‘link service’ to Galilee to connect with |.&astern
service IE151 which departed Cairo 16 Feb. andedrKarachi 20th, and K.L.M. service no. 64, opsaaty
the Fokker FVIIbReiger,which departed Cairo 17 Feb. and arrived Kara8th.1

From the evidence of an albeit small range of examit would appear that mail sent from South Sodth-
West Africa to destinations in India was flown fr@airo by the K.L.M. service and mail from the Rbeihs

was flown from Cairo by IE151.

Covers flown from Cairo by K.L.M. service: 64

+

Ity
s I
S VA,

“GELY.~

B P WAl 03
PAR AVION ‘ é‘ CRy

Ly

THE FIRST AIR MAIL
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA

« F. BQUIRE,.4
+ MR.

L DITER2 2
A BLE

(> S
e "

Both covers have Karachi

STEPHEN 1. SMITH, cancelled h/s. af8 Feh

ELLIOTT ROAD,
& L€ UTT As

25,

Figure 7

75

ROBERTSON. STAMP DEALER. OLD ARCADE, JOHANNESBURG

SATIT!
To Aa
Laras,

India.

L PEm
8 “9

Cover by courtesy of
Terry Hare-Walker.

PUBLISHED BY J

By the Fivst Air Mail from Capetowm to London—per Imperial Airways.
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Covers flown from Cairo by Imperial Airways servied 51

DR. H. F. SQUIRE,

.

fr—

MR. STEPHEN H.

B Cover by courtesy of
Terry Hare-Walker.

THE FIRST AIR MAIL 25, ELLIOTT RCAD, {
between Tm O T T A ! Figure 8
ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Both covers have Karachi
cancelled h/s. a?0 Feh

]

Cover by courtesy of
Terry HareWalker

lir. Y. Ramaseshayya, B. A.,

Mambalam 1
Bie. Uile bAIDAPET,
Madras
India.

Gl

By the First Air Mail from Capetown o London—per Imperial divways.

'é, .

Ack;
A i RWAY
FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MA}@.

Covers courtesy
of John Berridge.

between

7z

| ENGEAND and SOUTHARRICA /2o ///BERIVS ¥ LTARAC) &

Figure 9.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

PER LUGPOS

bﬁﬁ*u&uuLmkaM MR. Y. RAMASESHAYYA. 13. A,
MAMIZAL AM.
P. 0. SAIIJAPET.
MAIJRAS.
INITA.

By the First dir Mail from Capetown fo London—per Imperial A
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The examples in Fig. 7 show clearly that the Sautth South-West Africa mail was flown by K.L.M. from
Cairo to Karachi and arrived on 18 Feb. and mainfthe Rhodesias, in Fig. 8, was flown by |.A. gz&v
IE151 and arrived Karachi 20 Feb. Additionallye tmail via K.L.M. arrived in Calcutta on 21 Feb.ilsh
that via I.A. arrived 23rd. Similarly, the mailavK.L.M. arrived in Madras on 22 Feb., whilst the |.A.
arrived on the 24th.

The covers from South and South-West Africa arelkded 1/3d., this being the rate per %2 oz. for aiil o be
carried by air in India. There was also a 1/-penz. rate for mail to be flown only as far as Kduia Clearly
the covers were flown only as far as Karachi dedpéting franked at the higher rate.

There were also two rates to India from Southerodebia: 11d. per ¥z oz. to Karachi and 1/2d. pezYbyp

air to Delhi. The upper cover in Fig. 8 is frankedhe 11d. per ¥z oz. rate but the two covers shawrig. 9
are inexplicably franked 1/3d.

The 10d. franking on the cover from Broken HillRig. 8 cannot be confirmed because a rate to kd&not
included in the Northern Rhodesia Gazette noticédighed in 1932.

It is also of interest to consider whether or ribtamtage would have been gained if the covers bad iown
within India, which at this time would have beeanfr Karachi to Delhi. In a table extracted from thdian
Railway Gazette of 11 Nov. 1929, the following waily distances and transit times are given:

Karachi to Calcutta - 1,574 miles 77 hours (3 d&ysours)

Karachi to Madras - 1,774 miles 83% hours (3 da¥$%; hours)
Delhi to Calcutta - 902 miles 27% hours (1 day,IB34rs)
Delhi to Madras - 1,569 miles 71% hours (2 day%: hdurs)

It would seem that advantage would have been gdiaddmail for Calcutta been flown to Delhi, butrdhe
was no advantage for mail to Madras. The trars#stamps on all the covers show a journey tinthree
days between Karachi and Calcutta and four daysdagt Karachi and Madras, which compare well to the
times given in the Railway Gazette.

The table shown in Fig. 10 shows details of cowasldressed to India and flown by Imperial Airwayisstf
northbound service from Cape Town. They have bkiedly provided by the friends listed in the
“Acknowledgements.” Where details of two covers exactly the same, it is because similar coversaid
by two different people.

Point of origin Cairo transit Karachi cancelled  D@sation cancel Rate
Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Delhi 20 Feb. 1/4d stamps)
Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Calcutta 21? unclear .1/3d
Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Kotal NWFP 21 Fgb. 1/3d.
Cape Town 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Kotal NWFP 21 Fgb. 1/3d.
Windhoek 12 Feb. Not cancelled Delhi 20 Feb. 1r8distered

(2 x 10d. air stamps

Windhoek No 18 Feb. Madras 22 Feb. 1/3d.
Windhoek No 18 Feb. Calcutta 21 Feb. 1/3d.
Windhoek No 18 Feb. Calcutta 21 Feb. 1/3d.
Windhoek No 18 Feb. Calcutta 21 Feb. 1/3d.
Kimberley 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Madras 22 Feb. 1/3d.

Lobatsi 12 Feb. 18 Feb. Madras 22 Feb 1/5d.
Pietersburg No 20 Feb. Calcutta 23 Feb 1/3d.
Bulawayo No 20 Feb. Kotal NWFP 23 Feb. 1/3d.
Bulawayo No Not cancelled Madras 24 Feb. 1/3d.
Bulawayo No 20 Feb. Calcutta 23 Feb. 11d.
Broken Hill No 20 Feb. Madras 24 Feb. 10d.

Figure 10

Having written earlier that it appears that madnfr South and South-West Africa was flown from Cdiyo
K.L.M. and that from the Rhodesias by Imperial Aaysg, the table includes one exception: the covan fr
Pietersburg to Calcutta, which arrived at Karachi2® February. The reason for this could be that t
Johannesburg post office sorted and re-baggedamiailng there from Cape Town, etc. because a numbe
the covers have a Johannesburg backstamp of 27Hawever, as Pietersburg was the call after Jgbur
mail from there was bagged differently, resultinghie mail being carried by Imperial Airways fromi.
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Commercial mail carried by K.L.M. from Cairo to Kar achi:

Example 1

Mail flown from Africa to destinations on the eastgoute is not particularly common in the periater
consideration. | have two examples of covers whioklieve were flown by K.L.M. from Cairo to Karaic
The first, shown in Fig. 11, requires a rather chieaped explanation of the rate and routing. Theldh
introduced combined rates of postage on 5 Marcl2 B9l | am assuming that these were the same s& tho
given in the Air Mail Leaflet in Fig. 5. The covex franked 90 mil. of which 20 mil. paid for retyestion,
leaving a 70 mil. air fee. According to the legfthis was the rate for the first 20 grm. by ai K.L.M. from
Khartoum to Karachi and in India. However, theamowas posted in August 1932 and the only air serivi
India at this time was from Karachi to Delhi, whislould offer no advantage for mail to Ceylon.

The cover was flown by I.A. African service AN77hiwh departed Khartoum 1 Sept. and arrived Caieo th
next day: two days late due to the forced landihthe City of Stonehaveat Malakal. The following is the
pattern of I.A. and K.L.M. services from Cairo histtime:

I.LA. service IE179 dep. Tiberius 31 Aug. (link seesdep. Cairo 30 Aug.)
K.L.M. service 93 dep. Cairo 4 Sept.;  arr. Karagldept.
I.LA. service IE180 dep. Tiberius 7 Sept.; arr. Khie® Sept. (link service dep. Cairo 6 Sept.)

The train journey from Karachi to Colombo took anmmum of six days and thus the Colombo arrival
datestamp of 13 Sept. proves the cover could nat haen carried by IE180 because arrival at Karactihe
9th would have given only four days for the trabujney. K.L.M. service 93 was operated by the [Eokk
FXVIII Pelikaan(PH-AIP).

= e =
S | ¢
3 I ]
i

Rl Khartoum 25
| *No. 411

Figure 11.

Example 2

The cover shown in Fig. 12 was posted at Johanngsiru5 July 1933 and is franked 7/-, comprising 17-

per ¥2 oz. air mail rate from South Africa to Kariachly and must have weighed between 3 and 3%lbz.
was flown by ILA. service AN122, which departedhloy. at 07.30 on 6 July and arrived Cairo in the
afternoon of the 12th. The following is the pattef I.A. and K.L.M. services from Cairo at thismt:

I.LA. service IE224 dep. Cairo 11 July.
K.L.M. service 138 dep. Cairol5 July; arr. KarathiJuly.
I.LA. service IE235 dep. Cairol8 July; arr. Kara2hiduly.

The Indo-Ceylon T.P.O. operated between Talaimafar and Colombo. The T.P.O. backstamp on the
cover of 23 July configures well with the arrivalkarachi on the 17th to give the usual six dagsdit time

for the rail journey. K.L.M. service 138 was operhaby the Fokker FXVIIKwartel (PH-AIQ). Had the
cover been flown by the Tata Karachi — Madras seryfor which the postage would have been 8/9@) th
cover would have arrived two days earlier.
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Commercial mail carried by Imperial Airways from Cairo to Karachi :
Example 1 (delayed 5 days at Cairo)

The cover shown in Fig. 13 has no backstamps leuttarachi Cancelled’ handstamp on the front ied#t6
Feb. 1932, proving arrival by an I.A. service. Tower departed Nairobi on 15 Feb. via service AN&Ch
arrived Cairo at 16.25 on the 19th. (The link ssevio Tiberius to connect with Eastern service [E15
departed Cairo 12.00 on the 19th). The cover Yeagmffrom Cairo to Tiberius by the link service 28 Feb.
to connect with I.A. Eastern service IE152, whieparted 24 Feb. and arrived Karachi 26th.

Figure 13.
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Example 2 (delayed 5 days at Cairo)

The cover shown in Fig. 14 was posted in Cape Tomd October 1932 and was flown by |.A. service BN8
to Cairo, where it arrived at 14.35 on the 12tfihe link service to Tiberius to connect with Eastservice
IE185 departed Cairo 12.00 on the 11th). The casaer flown from Cairo to Tiberius by the link sargion

18 Oct. to connect with I.A. Eastern service IE18@Bich departed 19 Oct. and arrived Karachi 21st, a
confirmed by the Karachi arrival backstamp of tthate. Cover is franked at the 1/- per %2 oz. rate.
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Figure 14.

A final irony :

As stated earlier, the Imperial Airways African\gee was accelerated in October 1933 in order ¢ditiae

an immediate connection at Cairo with the Eastemmices. This commenced with service AN135, which
departed Cape Town 4 Oct. 1933 and arrived Caitd &5 on the 10th. The cover shown in Fig. 15 e

by this service and should have been carried byeEaservice IE237 which departed Cairo on 11 @ctl
arrived Karachi on the 12th. However, the ‘KaraCancelled’ handstamp on the front is dated 16, @t
day that K.L.M. service 151 arrived, having depau@airo on the 14th, operated by the Fokker FX8hip
(PH-AIS). Why was the cover not flown to Calcuttal.A. service IE237??7? It is yet another exangfla
cover which was paid at the higher 1/3d. rate foriage by air in India but was flown only to Kanaby
K.L.M., apparently at the whim of the Cairo Posficx.

W. E. WheatcrotF, Esq.
Clo Lady E2va,
; 3, Kyd Skreet,
CALCUTTA
India

Figure 15 (Courtesy of Terry Hare-Walker)
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The cover shown in Fig. 16 was flown from NairokiAfrican service AN135 and forwarded from Cairo by
Imperial Airways service IE237, as evidenced by @adcutta arrival datestamp of 14 October: two days
before the cover from Cape Town, shown in Fig. éien arrived at Karachi. It seems that the Cairst Po
Office continued to forward mail in a random faghhy both K.L.M. and Imperial Airways.

KENYA AND CisAlGA

e g A A1 DS

P‘{? r'!r Q.} “‘ |x’t ;6 @é A i ‘ﬂw . L\is
‘//LMQ/[[ 5 ;

b Yie Colotle PLtillit
6 Fotic. Fhofiled Aol

=
Onela

%7@2/@@ |

Figure 16.

Conclusions

It is difficult to draw any firm conclusions fromush a small sample of covers and without documegntar
evidence to explain why some mail was forwardedkuiaM. from Cairo and some via Imperial Airways.
have been surprised to find examples of commena&l apparently randomly sent via the K.L.M. seevic
given that the norm in the 1930s was for counttiego to great lengths to ensure that air mail friwe
mother country and its colonies was carried byrtben airlines.

In addition, whilst Egypt and The Sudan advertisadiage by the K.L.M. service, albeit at higheesathan
via I.A., | have never seen a mention in any forirofficial document or correspondence of carriage b
K.L.M. from any other British African colony.

| would welcome any comments, corrections, furihésrmation and examples of interesting coverstirgda
to this subject.
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Postscript

Since writing the above, which relates only toraail from Africa to India in the period 1932 to IB3nore
information has come to light regarding the restiics placed on K.L.M. (and indeed on Air France)tbe
carriage of mail to and from India over a broaderiqul. It seems a pity not to share this inforomai@&nd so
my additional findings are given below. Thanks dwe to John Berridge, Jeffrey Brown and Max Srfoth
guiding me to reference sources.
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First acceptance of mail carried from and to Catauby K.L.M

As described previously, Treaty No. 42 of 3 Jun80L&equired K.L.M. to hand over westbound mails for
India in Burma (Rangoon). TSchroots [5] states thaOctober 1932 there was an important change in
attitude by the British India government regardimgil carried by K.L.M. which came about due to the
endless work of Consul-General Visser in Calcutidh the Java — Bangalau Line. An agreement wasieeac
allowing K.L.M. to carry mail eastward from Calautand also to land westbound mail from Rangoon and
Akyab at Calcutta.

S
Pulel Gast i
FIRST FLIGHT Kemet, 24,447 Fe. Podke
Conguered by
INDIA’S 6 Britishers:
CONGRATULATIONS.

A Souvenir commemorating the First @&
highest Mountain Top ever reached by
man,

Sunday, 21st June; 1931,

Mz, F, S. Smythe, Leader and Organiser.
Captain E. St. . Bitnie,

Dr, R, Green,

Mr. R, L. Holdsworth,

Mz, E. E, Shifton,

Wing:Comdr, E, B, Beauman, R, A, F,
Porter Lewa,

Porter Kesari Singh,

Figure 17

7 Cover courtesy of
ﬂq,g;w_: s ton John Berridge.

Souvenir covers were carried by K.L.M. on the fasteptance from Calcutta. An example is showrign
17 which was flown by K.L.M. service no. 97 whicleparted Calcutta 6 October 1932 and arrived at
Palembang on the 8th. Itis franked 7as. per *aiotee to D.E.I. + 3%as. first oz. ordinary posta

In the westbound direction, K.L.M. were limited ¢arrying air mail from Karachi only to Persia (Jasid
Bushire). This applied from 1 March 1933 [6].

Indian Post Office regulations

The Indian Post Office Guides set out the rulesegung carriage of mails by both K.L.M. and Air &mni/Air
France very clearly and those from a 1933 editiegaioted below:

“1. Correspondence, both registered and unregesiefor Siam, the Malay States, the Straits Setttésnand
the Dutch East Indies, are accepted for transmissip air by the Dutch (K.L.M.) air service.

2. Correspondence for Siam and French ColoniesidwiChina are also accepted for transmission bybgir
the French (Air Orient) air service.

3. In the above-mentioned cases, articles orignwatin India are carried by air from Calcutta. Actes
originating in Burma are loaded at Akyab and Rangoehichever is found to be the nearest airport.the
event of there being an Indian internal air servigbich will expedite carriage to Calcutta, the aléis will
also be carried by air by that internal service.

4. Internal air mail within India and Burma is netirried by the K.L.M. or Air Orient services. Am a
exception to this, only correspondence posted mmBAufor transmission by air to countries west aitnwill
be accepted for transmission by air from Rangoorlgrab to Calcutta by the Dutch or French air seed.
Such correspondence will be carried also by aidridia from Delhi to Karachi by the Indian internalr
service, if and when that service offers any adagetand from Karachi by Imperial Airways. The @ubr
the French service is not used for the despatcairofnails from India to countries west of Karachicept
Persia. In the opposite direction, the mails froountries in the West for India and Burma are dregmt
Karachi. Mails from the East for Burma are unlodd® Rangoon or Akyab and for India at Calcutta.”

The copy of the 1933 Guide which | hold, quotedvahaives no indication of the month in which itsva
written. However, from the text it is possiblecanclude that it was before August 1933 since tleac¢h
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service is stated to be operated by Air Orient,clviwas one of the airlines absorbed into Air Framben it
was created in August 1933.

The regulations given above were also publishedhe 1934 and September 1937 Indian P.O. Guides.
However, the April 1935 Guide differs in that paggh 1 is omitted, i.e. the K.L.M. service was ooder
permitted to carry air mail eastward from Calcutta.this Guide paragraph 4 above became parad@@ apiu

all the other regulations still applied. Rogerkdiieds some light on this, stating that,

“Coincident with the duplication of the K.L.M. sé&® to Europe, the British postal authorities fodeathe
conveyance of mail by this service from Londomtba and Malaya as from October 2nd 1935. Thearas
given was that there was insufficient air mail fi@bn this route to justify the use of two airkneFears were
expressed in Singapore that the prohibition woutsh e applied in the homeward direction but appéye
this did not occur. The prohibition was liftedaarly 1936.”

Clearly there is a disparity between the datesrgbseRogers (October 1935 — early 1936) and the alathe
Indian P.O. Guide (April 1935). However, The PGuide is referring to mail from India sent eastveaathd
Rogers is referring to mail from the U.K. | canmobvide a definitive answer but can only conjeetthat
perhaps it was circa April 1935 that mail from mdieased to be sent from Calcutta eastwards ahil theas
October 1935 that mail from the U.K. ceased to teepted. Probably both were accepted again early i
1936. Can any reader provide a more precise exjitemof these events?

The Sept. 1937 India P.O. Guide confirms that @wrictions upon K.L.M. had returned to those which
applied prior to April 1935. | surmise that thdyen applied until they were lifted in September 98t |
have no documentary evidence to support this. mAgaiy further information would be appreciated.

Further references
5) TSchrootsl.uchvaart en Luchpost Encyclopedie, Dedlétherlands, 1990.

6) Indian P.O., Director-General's Circular No. 55,Sbruary 1933.
7) Rogers, J.M.F.The Air Mails of Sarawak, 1926 — 1948arawak Specialist's Society, 1996.

Cabot photograph question.
By Duncan Crewe

Editor: | received the
following email from
Duncan:

“Attached is a scan

of a photo | have just

got from eBay. It is a

quite large 18 x 8 by

Charles Brown. | do

not know what the s
aircraft is venting - it SR
seems odd to be
venting fuel over thel
countryside. Did they
discharge water from
the bilges?”

Can any reader
provide an answer
please?
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Check list of Numbered Tuck Postcards of Imperial Arways
By Duncan Crewe

For some time | have been collecting the numbeeagdscproduced by Tucks for Imperial Airways. | tadr
with trying to acquire the cards of the C Clasénflyboats and the lowest number | have come adgsdss
38, Canopuslt got me wondering what the earlier numbered cavdee and a trawl through my collection
managed to fill some of the gaps. Perhaps the mvigjuing discovery was that No 14 exists in twietent
versions, one showinryad and the othebraco. Apart from the registration and name the photages are
the same. If you can fill any of the gaps | woudddbeased to hear from you.

Aircraft Registration Card details No.

1

Scipio G-ABFA From astern silhouetted sunset 2
Hannibal G-AAGX In air ahead below 3
City of Stonehaven (Alexandria) G-EBVH Taxiing mode ahead 4
City of Glasgow G-EBLF In air from portside ovetavn 5
City of Karachi G-AARY On ground portside nose 6
7

8

9
10
11
12
13

Dryad G-ADUH Same image as Draco 14
Draco G-ADCM On ground portside nose 14
Atalanta G-ABTI In air from above portside 15
Helena G-AAXF In air starboard slightly above 16
Satyrus G-ABFC In airport above 17
AVRO Type 652 On ground head on 18
Britomart G-ACOY Ground portside nose 19
Short L 17 Boarding passengers at Croydon 20
Heracles G-AAXC Boarding passengers at Croydon 21
Short L17 Steward serving lunch to passengers| 22
Through Africa series Sudd Southern Sudan 23
Through Africa series Mount Kilimanjaro Tanganyika 24
25

Through Africa series Victoria Falls 26
Through Africa series Queen Hatshepsut's Temple 27
Through Africa series Mount Kenya 28
Through Africa series Rand Airport Johannesburg 29
Through Africa series Elephants in the Sudan 30
Through Africa series Scylla G-ACJJ The start LagMiondon in Scylla 31
32
33
34
35
36

Through Africa series Hannibal G-AAXC With Shilulatives port side 37
Canopus G-ADHL Taking off port ahead 38
Centaurus G-ADUT Taking off starboard rear 39
Canopus G-ADHL Flying from below port side 40
Cassiopeia G-ADUX In flight viewed from below 41
Castor G-ADUW Aerial view above port side taxiing 42
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Aircraft Registration Card details No.

Capella G-ADUY Moored portside with launch 43
Caledonia G-ADHM In flight starboard below 44
Cambria G-ADUV Moored from starboard 45
Cavalier G-ADUU Below port in air 46
Cygnus G-ADUZ Take off left 47
Capricornus G-ADVA Bastin list 48
Corsair G-ADVB Take off left 49
Courtier G-ADVC Moored from ahead port side 50
Challenger G-ADVD In flight viewed from below 51
Centurion G-ADVE In flight port side 52
Calpurnia G-AETW Taking off starboard view 53
Ceres G-AETX Aerial view above coastline 54
Coriolanus* G-AETV (VH-ABG) In flight port above 55
Cassiopeia G-ADUX Moored on water viewed from sidie 56
Castor G-ADUW Water left unnumbered 57
58

Cambria G-ADUV Bastin list 59
Cavalier G-ADUU Moored on water portside view 60
Challenger G-ADVD Portside moored 61
Centurion G-ADVE Water lefBastin list 62
Calpurnia G-AETW Air left fronBastin list 63
Ceres G-AETX Take off right ahead 64
Coriolanus G-AETV Bastin list 65
Corinthian (Cotswold) G-AEUF Water rigBtastin list 66
Corinna G-AEUC Water left 67
Cordelia G-AEUD Starboard side moored 68
Cameronian (Cairngorm) G-AEUE Moored viewed froarlsbard side 69
Circe G-AETZ Taking off port side view 70
Calypso G-AEUA Moored viewed from ort side 71
Clio G-AETY Ground right Galile®astin list 72
Camilla G-AEUB Moored viewed from portside 73
Coriolanus G-AETV Moored starboard side NN
Cordelia G-AEUD Moored port side NN
Calypso G-AEUA Cutaway from port side NN
Cavalier G-ADUU Central vignette in 5 shots NN

Entries inRedin column 4 indicate that the card exists both vaitld without a number.

NN in column 4 indicates that the card is so fdy eaported without a number.

Green indicates | have the card.

There are two number 14s in the table because #nerevo cards showing exactly the same photogtagth,
numbered 14, but on one the name and registrafiddraco is featured and on the other the name and
registration of Dryad is featured.
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For the record ~ our Zoom meetings, January to May 024

January 2024
Duncan Crewe

Christopher Cooksey
Laurence Kimpton
Robert Duns

Peter Wingent

February 2024
Peter Richards

Duncan Crewe
Rick Green
Peter Wingent

March 2024
Christopher Cooksey
David Bradley

Chris Hawley

Sue Burn

Robert Duns

Tony Plumbe

April 2024
Duncan Crewe

Laurence Kimpton
Nick Arrow -
Victor Millard -
Peter Wingent

May 2024
Duncan Crewe

Sue Burn
Peter Wingent

Mail from the USA by IA to destieati
RANA Salisbury — Umtali - Beservice.
Capella at Luxor, 1938.
Airmail to New Zealand from the Uk the USA, 1939-1944.

Airmail from Africa to Australia Blew Zealand, pre-December 1934.

Gold Coast air mail via Imperiaivays.

Flying boat photographs from glaatemriginals.
The City of Birmingham crash at Aswh@31.
Mail to H.M. ships, plus two recéntls.

1934 feeder service from BnaHill to Madagascar.
Redirected via Imperial Airways pleme at Mogambique.
Athena fire cover.

Recent acquisitions.
Empire air services, Sept. 1939 ty V0.
Runner services in Nyasaland.

An Imperial Airways miscellany reicacquisitions.
P.G. Taylor’'s Indian Ocean suyrilight, 1939.
The night we went to Birmingham by wafyBeachy Head.
An update of my philatelic literate recording project.
Redirected air mail.

An incident at Hua Hin.
After the War.
Air mail to unadvertised destinasio



