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Editorial

Almost exactly thirty years ago, in September 1993, Stan Wheatcroft posted the first edition of Imperiz
Airways Gazette to six friendsho werethe founding members of the Imperial Airwayw@; Group. They

were Norman Clowes, Duncan Crewe, Robert Preston, Bryan Stokoe, Joan Widdowson and Peter Wingent
the next issue Stan announced that Bill Colley had joined the group.

I will type below the openifirsteditiprar agraph of Standé
il have at | ast taken the plunge and started wh:
group which will be mainly involved with the air mails carried by Imperial Airways. There is no reason
however why other air ails should not be covered as well. | decided that the important thing to do was to
make a start and see how things progressed. | hope that you will all play a part in any way that you mig|
wish with a view to adding interest and information forusafitoar e . 0

I hope you wil|l agree that thirty years | ater th

How technology hashanged over the last thirty years! In his first editorial Stan described in great detail how
he included illustrations in the Gette. In summary, he laid the covers on the floor on a black background
and took photographs with a camera with a zoom lens on a tripod. He then got them printed in Boots a
pasted them onto the pages of each individual copy. A labour of love indeed.

Later, as membership numbers increased, Stan resorted to photocopies of covers, which in those days v
black and white. Stan was such a generous man. He made no charge for the Gazette. Apart from the co:s
printing the photos, he had to get the editi photocopied and then posted to memb@osnpared to the

| abourious process Stan had to go through to pro

In 2003, after producing the June edition, Stan persuaded to me take over the GaZatie edition being

that of December 2003, so it is nearing my 20th anniversary! It was not until the June 2007 edition that | w:
able to introduce colour illustrationgt first it was a mixture of colour and black and white as each member
gradually gained access to a colour scanner.

Thanks to the continued improvements in technologglay | am able to produce full colour editions and
email them worldwide. No more addressing envelopes and going to a post office with a bundle and sticking
stamps.l wonder where Al will take us in the future.

| am pleased that this edition is a good size and contains a wide range of topics with, hopefully, something
interest for each of youAs always, | thank the contributors, without whom we would not havagazine.

As always Duncan Crewe has filled many pages with his splendid material artdrigrstontributor Rick
Green has provided us with an important article which reveals previously unknown information about servic
ANG.

Untiil Mayth e gr o u p eeingZmtimiedno be polar with a regular attendance of over twenty.
Unfortunately, the May meeting was short of both presentations and viewers. As you will know, following
this meeting | made an appeal for more presentations and | make the samlefappeticles for the
December Gazette. If you care to count the pages of this edition, you will find that Duncan and myself hay
contributed about two thirds of the totdl.made the point in my email after the Zoom meeting that we are
finding it evermore difficult to find material to show, so we need your help. Please have a go at putting
something together, however brief, for the next Zoom meeting in September and/or the December Gazette.

| repeat whaBtan Wheatcroft wrote in the first editidriope that you will all play a part in any way that you
might wish with a view to adding interest and information for us all to share.

Finally, information for new members of the group: all issues of the Gazette from June 2003 onwards can
found on theBritish Airmail Society website at britishairmailsociety.co.uk/ia/index.html. Access is available
to nonmembers of the society.
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The U.K. Post Office air mail label booklets
By Peter Wigent

In Issue no. 54 of the Gazette (December 2018, pf3324told the story of the design of the first issdi¢he

Post Office air mailabel booklets incorporating Imperial Airways advertising/hilst the file in the British
Postal Museum & Archiv§l] contained a reasonably full account of the evolution of the design of the first
booklet, the stories of the later bookletse very incomplete. Howeveone or two unrelated snippets from
the BPMA file might be of interest.

The U.K. Post Office appantly sent supplies of the booklets to administrations along the African route but
the only evidence to be found is in a letter dated 13 September 1932 from C.F. Snowden Gamble of Imperial
Airways to J.H. Greenwood of the G.P.O. who wrote:

fiDear Greenwod,

| have heard from he St ati on Superintendent at MObeya that t
Booklets which you sent out to them are not a great deal of use because, owing to the excessive humidity of
the atmosphere, the gum on the labkhs stuck onto the interleaves and he therefore suggests that oiled

paper be inserted between the various leaves.

| think this is a most valuable suggestion and perhaps you could take up the matter with the Stationery Office.

| attach to this letter @ample of the paper that the Local Administration use to prevent{becterence of
this trouble. 0

The next day Greenwoahquired viaan internal memto The Controller of the P.O1&es Department

AHave any books of aiTamgahyl &h@bs been supplied to
The Stores Department replied on 20 September stating;

5,000 books of air mail | abels were supplied to Tan

Before receiving the reply from the Stores Department, Greenwood replied to Snowden Gamble off Imperia
Airways on 17 September 1932:

fiDear Gambl e,

With reference to the books of air mail labels, we have considered the question of inserting pieces of oiled
paper between the gummed side of the labels and the advertisements and find that this woutdecoeas

of production considerably, rendering impracticable reduction in the charge for the advertisement space. The
labels do not seem to stick to the advertisements in this coaminas the great majority of the books are

used here we hope that yaill agree that the question of inserting the oiled paper need not be puisued.

Inthe extracf r o m Gr e e n amwe driergionlisenade ef the reduction of the charge made to Imperial
Airways for advertising space. This is because negotiationdsretiarge were being conducted at this time
and Greenwoodods | etter made an offer to I mperial Ai

fiOn that understandinfi.e. no oiled paper insertionsjle woul d suggest that | mperi e
the adrertisement space in the books might be reduced from £65 to £50 per edition for the next four editions.

I f you agree to these terms we suggest that the co
ti me. o

Snowden Gamble replied on 21 Sapber sayingfi | qguite understand the positi
bookl et s. I note that you have reduced the price fo

This single reference to the sending of a supply of booklets to Tanganyika begs the questionsenareel
supplies sent? | wonder if any member has a booklet with the air mail labels stuck to the advertisements which
might just have once been in Tanganyika!
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Whenthe seconedition of the type 4 bookletsasissued in August 198 Mr. Snowden Gamble was very
disappointed with the quality of the printing. Rather than quote his, letterught readers might like to see
the original. (I photographed the document at the BPM#n afraid the bending effect is due to my poor

photographic skills and the difficulty of working indoors in artificial light).

Lelephone

I have now in front of me one of the new
Air Mail Label booklets and I regret I camnnot conceal
my disappointment

The blue is so pale that it spoils the
design which we put forward. The actual printing inside
is also so thin that it is difficult to read in places.
Also our blocks do not show up at all well. It looks to
me as though some of them are worn and if so, I do think
the printers should have drawn our attention to this
fact

I am sorry to write in this strain because
I know how much care and attention is devoted to these
booklets but it is a long time since I have seen such &

badly printed job

I attach one which I have teken out of a
bundle et random end I think you will agree with me -
indeed the ink on the air mail label is so thin &s to
berely hide the colour of the paper

Yours s

c F&o&é’t;:”‘u/h/

Enclosure Publicity Mapager

+«VIPERITAL AIRWAYS LTD

Airway Terminus - Victoria Station - London - S.W.1

. . Telegrams :
i (\I,m 2211 ‘Impairlim’ London
(10 lanes Codes:
Bentley’s and I.A.T.A.

PMO/EP/5808 28 August 19%4

E P Bell Esq

Generel Post Office

EC1

My dear Bell

b

°n,
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Thedr aft of Mr. Bell s reply is shown bel ow:
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AIRWAYS

THE GREATEST AIR|
SERVICE IN THE WORLD |
Travel - Post your letters |
Send your Goods by Air

ur letters
r Goods by Air

Two booklets from this printing are shown above. The one on the Id&gdyca much paler shade of blue
than the one on the right. Given that 120,000 poor quality booklets were distributed, does any reader have
example of on@s poorly printed as that described by Snowden Gamble?

| was surprised that | was able to fiadly one mention of the name of the printing company for the booklets
in the BPMA files. That is Waterlow and it was on the label shown bdlbevdate of 12 June 1938)owsit

was sent with the first proof of tHast issue of the type 4 booklet3he red ink note on the booklet cover
readsfi Speci men for styl e, Notethabtherbluaisadgood deapishatey of p a

w33l T | /Jg\/} |

It is pa"tlmlarly requested that this
Proof, together With the ORIGINAL COPY
and Papers acCOmpanying it, may be e-
turned as soon a8 possible to

WATERLOW & SONS LIMITED,

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT,
' 26 & 27. GREATWINCHESTER STREET

LONDON WALL. E.C.2

el RIL
LS’

B Foiiitlas’ B " RBLE FREE
f /l 2 '(7““”"<A(
2% i rds may be
dn, 27 Feine 1935 cataei La Every )
¢ = Li have one
[Mail labels
> P jpnd corner
/4"1‘ A

7
7 R Coves any
7 /'7( HE GREATEST AIR

SERVICE N THE WORLD
(f e Got (mactucti ) f AYS | e o o T
G

0 a, /p o e /(‘4/ ~r cndd

My Pacl 7‘ 2 S hins

He sent or e Covkbed.

The only other reference | have been able to findhesidentity of the printers is ira Stanley Gibbons
specialized catalogue which stgteT hie panes comprised four | abel s g
I do not know when the change from Waterlow to Harrison took place but perhaps it wasisaftest issue

of the type 4 booklet
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Imperial Airways Staff News & Weekly NewsBulletin
Material provided ly Duncan Crewe

Editor: Duncan recently obtained runs of boftthese publications. He says that he was unaofaiee Staff
News until heobtainedthese and asks if any reader has copies obtrer® If so please let either Duncan or
myself know.

Duncan chose this edition to send because he thought that readers will be interested to see if they have been
pronauncing correctly the names thfe flying boats. Both he and | had been getting some wrong!

- IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

STAFF NEWS

“THE FUTURE IS IN THE AIR

PART | ‘
INFORMATION ON THIS- SHEET CAN BE COMMUNICATED TO THE PRES

No. 288. 21st July, 1936.

ATRCRAFT NAMES - Standard Pronunciatione

In order that the correct promunciation of the names given to our new
aircraft may be adopted throughout the Company, the following list of the names
of the first 14 "C".class aireraft hes been prepared representing phonetically

""" the standard pronunciation of eachs
5 EMPIRE FLYING BOATS - To" EOLASS .
- Wote:~ The syllable bearing the accent (—) is stressed in pronunciation,
ATRCRAFT NO, REGISTRATION NO. NAVE PRONUNCIATION,
1s G-ADHL & Canopus Ca - IOH = pus
2 G~ADHM ‘ Caledonia Cel - ¢ - doh = ne - sh
3 : G=-ADUT Cavalier Cav - al - eer
4. G=-ADUU . Centaurus Sen - Tor - us
5, G-ADUV Cembria Cam - bre - ah
- 6. G-ADUW Castor Tahss - tor
Te G-ADUX ; Cassiopeia Cass - e = 0 = pee - ah
8o G-ADUY Capella Ca - peil - ah
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ATRCRAFT TO, REGISTRATLION 1O, AN, PRONUNCIATION,
9, G~ADUZ Cygnus Big - nus
10. G~ADVA Cepricornus Cap ~ re - corn - us
11, G-ADVB Jorsair Tor ~ sare
12 G=ADVC Courtier Cort = yer
13 G--ADVD Challenger “c‘ﬁé{I - en - jer
14, G- ADVE Centurion Sen - tur - e - on.

PROGRESS OF SERVICES
Africa Service. ]

 faN. 558 ex. Johannesburg July Sth. arrived London July 16th,
ANe. 359 ex. Johannesburg July 1lth. arrived London July 19th.
AeNe 360 ex., Johamnesburg July 15th . left Luxor July 20th,
A.Ne 361 ex. Johannesburg July 18th. left Mochi July 20th.
AeSe 359 ex. London July 7th: arrived Johsnnesburg July 15th.
AsB. 360 ex. London July. 1Cth. arrived Johanhesburg July 18th.
AeSs 361 ex. London July l4th. left Nairobi July 20th.

AeS. 362 ex. Londom Jduly Ifthe-lefb-—alesdndria-July 20th,

India & Eastern Service.
T.We 459 ex. Brisbane July 4th. arrived London July 16+th.
I.W, 460 ex. Brisbane July 8th. arrived London July 20th.
I.W. 461 ex. Brigbane July llth. left Baghdad July 20th.
TI.¥W. 462 ex. Brisbane July 15th. left Bangkok July 20th.
I.W. 463 ex. Brisbane: July 18th. left Darwin July 20th.
I.Be 459 ex. .London July 4th. arrived Brisbane July 1l6th.
I.E. 460 ex. London July 8th. arrived Brisbane July 20th.
I.E. 461 ex. London July 1llth. left S;ng%ore July 20th.
. I.B. 462 ox. London July 15th. left Sharjsh July 20th.
I.E. 463 ox. London July 18th. left Brindisi July 20th.

West Africa Service.
WoiisSe 24 ex. Khartoum July l4th. arrived Kano July 15th.
W.iseNe 24 ex. Kano July 17th. arrived Khartoum July 18%h,

Far Bast Service.

F.B.E. 17 ex. Penang July 1l3th. arrived Hong Kong July l4th.
F.E.We 17 ex. Hong Kong July 17th. arrived Penang July 18th. '
‘ PIRT 1I

PERSONAL

Mr. Beiio Gorton (Assistent to Publicity Manager) is leaving England
for Toronto on July 3lst. to look after the Imperial Alrways' Stand at the
Canadian Nstional Exhibitions

" Capbt. L.is Wilkins and ‘Ground Engineers I.M. Fraser, G.J. Gough and

~ F.L. Hayne are due to leave London on delivery flight of Dragon Rapide to Cairo
on July 27th.

Capt. feS. Alcock returned to London from Cairo on leave on July 1d4th,
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN

This News bulletin is issued with the compliments of Imperial Airways Ltd., Airways House,
Charles Street, London, $.W.1 for publication cither in whole or in part, without fee or acknowledgment

o. 19. ' : Tuesday, 28th July, 1936,

ANYWHERE BY AJR.

WEW STORIES OF  MODERN SPEED.

A 'TALK WITH THE SPECIAL-CHARTER  EXPERTS.

Today, in the operation of -an airway, there is always something of
interest to discuss or observe. Fach department fits like a cog-wheel in a
smooth-working machine. But, even so, there is one department in which, as
a rule, one is apt to linger more than in any other. That is the Special-
Charter Department. For it is here, with telephones ringing and maps and
time-schedules before them, thet experts can be seen solving problems of time
‘'and distance which would be insoluble were it not for the speed of the flying
machine. The other afternoon, for example, a visit, to the Special-Charter
Department of Imperial Airways revealed the fact that a consultation was in
progress at that particular moment between officials of the department and
some of the representatives of a big American film corporation. The film
folk had, it appeared, crossed from New York to obtain special photographic
backgrounds for a number of impending pictures, and what they were discussing
was the chartering of a big saloon~plane which would take producers, camera-
men, and equipment on a flight from England to Egypt and then on down into
various parts of Africa. After obtaining from the Special-Charter experts
all the information they required, these film men hurried off to telephone
to their head office on the other side of the Atlantic, with a view to making
final arrangements for the flights proposed.

While that particular discussion was in progress, another Special-
Charter official was listening on the telephone to the story of the sales
manager of a big manufacturing firm. This executive's problem was, it
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uppoars, as follows. Samo of the ehiofs of an associated Poreipn crmpany wero
pessing through London with only a dey or so at their disposal. Yet in this
brief pericd the sales manager wanted to seize the opvortunity of showing these
visitors a number of contres in the Provinces at which technical processes were
in operation in which they were jointly interested. To earry out such a
progrerme by road or rail was impossibls in the limited time available., Could
it be managed by air ? That was the question. The Special-Charter official
mede rapid notes of all esscnbtial details. Then some equally rapid caleulations
wore made, and in a very short time that official was able to ring through to the
harassed sales monagor, tolling him that the chartering of a fast aircraft, with
ample accommodation for the party indicated, would enable them not only to carry
out tho whole itiherary, but also to have time for a conforence on theoir roturn
to London before the visitors from abroud hurried off to catch their boat.,

"lowadays it is bocoming difficult", obscrved one of the Special-Charter
officials, "to put any sort ol limit to the work of our departmont. We help film
compenios in getting special sccnes. Thon, as often &s nobt, we have the job of
rushing finishod films to different points by air. Vo pick up passengors from
incoming liners and fly them to urgent appointments ;3 and quite ofton too, wo
have the task of dashing with some eloventh-hour passonger to catch a vessol
outward-bound.  And we also find that our tasks change with great repidity from
grave to gay. One minute we may be arranging for a surgcon to £1ly to perform
soine critical operation. Thon o momont or so latsr, when our tolephone rings,
we find ourselves fixing up for a newly-wodded couplg to mako thoir honeymoon
trip by air",

Stronge and pathetic aro some of the voal-lifs storics which come within
the purview of the Spccial-Charter Departmont. ¥ot long ago a woman found
hersclf passing through England during the coursc of a Jjourncy half across the
world. Only for quite a short time could she stay in London. Yob during this
brief halt she had made up hor mind to slip acress and, with her own hands, lay
a wreath of romembrance on a certain war grave on the other side of the Chammel,
It was horo - as in so many other cases - that the chartering of an "air taxi®
solved hor problem. Toking hor wroath with her into tho cabin, and flying alene
on hor sad mission, she crossod and ro-crossed the Chamnel so quickly that she
found herself with ample time for tho resumption of hor journey. It is such
essentially "human" aspeets of special air charters which meke the work so
interesting.  You hear, for example, of the schoolboy who missced a train that
was to take him t5 an oxamination. Tho boy's father was at his wit's ond until
they romembored that it was possible to charter an air-taxi. An urgent appoal
to Imperial Airways, and the boy was flown to his destination just in the nick
of' time,

Glancing through tho rocords of the Special-Charter Department, onc comss
across many cases in which rclatives, summoncd urgontly to the bodidos of sick folk,
accomplish in a matter of hours, by air, difficult journoys which might occupy deys
if made by surfacc travel., And all the droma of speeial-charter flying is
roflected in the tasks which f£2ll to the pilots chosen to handle thesc "special
trains of the air". Onc day they mey bo rushing o busincss man up to Scotland.
The next they may bo high above northorn or conbral Europe, or stecring for the
south of France ; while sometimes they may have the job of flying big-game hunters
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into the hoart of Africa, comping at night under the wings of thoir machino, and
listening to lions roaring in the jungle. Romance and adventurc are still with
us, cven in theso matter-of-fact days |

“LIGHTECTUSES _ OF THE ATR",

WIRELESS  STATIONS ON THE BAST  AFRICA  COAST  ROUT™,

Important technical surveys, carricd out in comnection with the
fortheoming £lying-boat route of Imperial Airways down the cast ccast of Africa,
heve just boen completed by Capt. Durrant, Superintendent of Empire air Routes
Wircless, and Mr. R.A, Munday, . aviation expert of the Marconi Company.
Arrangoments wore mode, during these surveys, for now wiroless "light-houses",
contairning the latest forms of equipment,to be installed at Mombasa, Dar-es-Salaam,
Lindi, Mozambique, Quiliamo, Beira, Inhambane, and Lourenco larques. Returning
to Nairchi recomtly, after his journeys along the cast coast, Capt. Durrant left
by a norihibeond air-liner of Imperial Airwoys. He will next concern himsclf
with wiroless dovelopments on Persian Gulf sections of the England-Australia routc.
Discuscing progross on the East Africa coast, Capb. Durrant paid a warm tribute
to the "o—operah on,of the. Portuguese authoritics. They had; he soid, boen
particularly heo’ »fuly [JI‘OVld;ng_OVO_I:LBO;)Slble > foeility, and enabl: ag survoys
to be complieted with a minimem of difficulty or délay. While roferring to
air-pert pregress ronp*a.lly on the Fmpire routes, Capt. Durrant also paid tribute
to the i*w“ ccvemsnts at the Rand air-port, Johammesburg. ~ This had, he pointed
in a comparatively short space of time from a "one-shed acrodrome"
into a spw.xwd ‘.:u-port with handsome and substantial buildings, Customs and
ro-fuelling focilities, and all modern equipment. Capt. Durrant also referred
to the fact that in Rhodesia the suthorities are going ahead ropidly. It may
be remombered that Capt. Durrant was wireless officer in the R.34 when that famous
airship nmade her flight to and fro across the Atlentic. Not long ago Capt. Durrant
made a first commurication survey flight on the Khartoum-Kano route which is now
in cperation by Imporial Alrways.,

RCVMANCE OF ATR TRANSPORT 1IN NEW GUINEA.

Fresh news is just to hand concerning one of tho msst remcrkable
aviation enterprises the world can show - the dir transport services in New Guinea
which fly botween the sea-coast bese at Salamiua and the gold-mines up in the Wau
district iniand, £lthough each load has to be flown up for many thousarls of
feet above junslo-clad mownteins, one of the organisations operating these
services has nuw succeedsd in carrying just on 30,000 tons of freight., ard well
over 50,000 passengers, to and fro between the gold mines and the ccast. Nowadays,
when air lcads from the coast have reached the acrodrome up. at Wau in the mountains,
portions of them are trans~shipped to other 'planes and flown on to Rama, Watut,
Roaring Creek and cther subsidiary landing-grounds away in valleys end on mountain-
sides. Tihe worlz of the surveyors ard prospectors is being pushed for'"her into the
interior, and n~w there are several thousand Europeans who depend upon cir transport
for the receipt of their supplies. In addition to ore and mining equipment,
the air-froighters caryy a remerkable variety of loads. Amcng one recent batch

— > 2
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of _u&rgo{;}'ifaifing on the aerodrome at Selamaua for dispastch over -‘the mountains,
were barrels of cemont, tins of korosene, bags of rice and flour, sheets of
corrugated iron, metal telegraph poles, end cases of tinned food and meet from
the refrigerators. it is ten years, now, since the first prospectors forced
their way up through the jungle from Salamaus, snd discoverod the rich gold~
fields in the Wau'§pea. But it took 14 days for native bearers to carry loads
up from Selamaue to Wau, and tho transport problem secmed insoluble until
experiments were made with aeroplenocs. Now the trip from tho sea-coast to
the mines cen be made in half-an-hour by air.

AIR  SURVEYS AND  PHOTOGRAPHS  IN - CANADA.

In the development of commercial aviation in Canada, specially
importent progress is now being made with aerial photography and SUTVOY e
Recently the Deputy Director of lfines, Dr. Charles Camsell, carried out a
survey flight during which a valuable photographic record was o6btained of
hitherto unmapped north-west territory covering approximately 10,000 square
miles. . . 4

WEATHER-REPORTING AT  SINGAPORE. .

Improvaments have boen effected in the weather-roporting service at
Singapore. Thg/experts thero now provide pilots who are departing for Europe,
China, Australia, or the Indics with spoclally-prepared charts. Theose indicate
wind strengths and directions along sections aircraft are about to*follow,
together with other data upon which pilots can base their schedules. Prepared
by the leteorological Superintendent, Mr. Stewart, such detailed charts embody
all nocessary information as to wind-dircction, speed, and rain-fall in Indo-China.,
Sumatra, and Java, right to the north of the Malayan Peninsuls, and also in
areaseround Singepore,

TIPERIAL ATRWAYS TRAFFIC PROGRESS.

¥igures going back over the past few yoars show that during this
period the loads carried by Imperial Airways have boen increasing so rapidly
that they have moro than doubled ; while during a recent period of twolve
months the Company's cross-Channel aireraft carried moro passongers then all
foreign eir-liners put together. How traffic has been increasing is showm
by statistics camparing the loads carried by Imperial Airways in 1924-25 (their
first year) and 1934-35, 1In 1924-25 tho mail-loads comprised about 200,000
letters. By 1934-35 they had increassod to over 17,000,000 letters. Passsngers
for the year 1924-25 amounted to just over 11,0C0. By 1934-35 they had growm
to over 62,000. -
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The last through servicefrom South Africa to the U.K. in June 1940
By Peter Wingent

Thetreatment ofmail carried on the last services from both Africa and the East prior to the entry of Italy into
the war on 10 June 1941@&s been described atcuratedetail by Bob Clark [1] & [2]. The servicesvolved
were African serviceBDN277 and DN278 and Eastern service SW2AB three terminated en route.

The subject of this article is African service DN276 which was the last through service from Durban to the
U.K. The interesting aspect is that it followed a diversionthe Mediterranean section to avoid calling at
Brindisi and Bracciano (Rome). The diversion was flown on 10 June: the day Italy declarebheatetails

have been obtained from the BOAC JU®d0 aircraft movement chart [3]. The relevant portion of the chart

is shown in figure 1 and map of the diverted portion of the service in figureThe chartalso shows that the
previous service (DN275) followed the normal route with calls at BrimadlidiBracciano.

Fiure dde y eter Wingnt)

Biscarosse
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The cover shown in figure 3 wllswn by service DN276. Mvaspostel in Lourengo Marques on 4 June
1940and arrived at Poolat 11.30 on 11 Jun¢o schedule despite the lengthy diversion.

f
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Comissdes e Consignagdes-Teleg, «MAGOCOR»Telef.547
CAIXA POSTAL-411--RUA ARAUJO-43
LOURENCO MARQUES

(Colénia Portuguesa de Mogambique)

(< 220 sy
Cr oo

e,

PNR AVIAO — PAR AVION l

Messrs
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ENGLAND ,

Figure 3.
The full itinerary of service DN276 is shown bel@mes given are L.S.T..)

Durban dep. 06.10 05June Castor
Mozambique arr. - 05June  Castor
Mozambique dep. 11.10 06June Castor
Kisumu arr. - 06June  Castor
Kisumu dep. 08.00 07June Castor
Khartoum arr. 17.45 07June Castor
Khartoum dep. 05.30 08June Castor
Alexandria arr. 17.45 08June Castor
Alexandria  dep. 08.00 09 June Cathay

Athens arr. 12.48 09June Cathay
Athens dep. 13.45 09June Cathay
Corfu arr. - 09June Cathay
Corfu dep. 06.15 10June Cathay
Malta arr.  07.00 10June Cathay
Malta dep. 08.40 10June Cathay
Bizete dep. 12.40 10June Cathay
Ajaccio arr. - 10June Cathay
Ajaccio dep. 04.20 11June Cathay
Biscarosse dep. 10.15 11June Cathay
Poole arr.  13.30 11June Cathay

Of the Eastern route services, only eastbound service SE254 followed the dived&eriaean route, flying
the Ajaccio- Bizerte- Malta - Corfu section on 10 June. Of the westbound services, SW245 called at Brindisi
and Rome on 8 June and CW224 calebdoth placesn 9 June.

References:

[1] Clark, R.African Repositioning Flightsy June 1940Air Mail News No. 226, August 2014, pp. Z1.
[ 2] Bob Cl awwknastamps.erb.ski t e :

[3] British Airways Archive HarmondsworthLondon.
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Underpaid cover from Geneva to Melbourne
Material provided ly Bob Medlandsia Sue Burn
This album pageshowing a very interesting covés owned by Bob Medland who is President of the Society
of Postal Historians and a friend of Sue Bur I't is reproduced here with B¢

thanks, and was senttome by Seo b6 s descri ption is very full but ¢
Airlines of Australia service, using DC2s, commenced on 3 August 1937.

+ 1937 TO AUSTRALIA enlf

A cover that was significantly underpaid but still carried by airmail and taxed on arrival.

Cover sent from Geneva 24™ August 1937 11am, franked with 135c. Weight 10g: letter rate 30c,
airmail fee 80c per 5g, total 190c = underpaid 55¢ x 2 x 0.83 = 91.63 gold centimes.
Struck with ‘T” mark & annotated ‘91%’ in pencil alongside ‘T" mark.

On arrival in Melbourne taxed (3d letter rate / 25 gold centimes) x 91.67 = 11d.

Cover sent via Ziirich 24th Aug Tues Geneva (d) 11:30
to meet KLM twice- Swissalr Zdrich (a) 12:45 e o
weekly flight Zirich (d) 13:00 \
Budapest (a) 18:40
summer route) at
( Bud + ) KM 25th Aug Weds Budapest (d) 11:30 . ; }
udapest. (ex-Amsterdam) 29th Aug Sat Calcutta (a) 12:00 '\\,, : /
2 30th Aug Mon Calcutta (d) 06:00 N "7,'
Transferred at SR S I A vyt 2nd Sep Thur Brisbane (a) pm -
Calcutta to_ | Airlines of Australia Srsd &g Thar Brisbane (d) "
Qantas ";pet:'a DC2 scheduled service P P
service to Brisbane. i
ki 3rd Sep Fri Melbourne (a) am
Connected with

Airlines of Australia
twice-daily feeder
service
Cairns-Brisbane-
Sydney-Melbourne

Re-directed from Toorak (Melbourne) on 6™ September to Edgecliff (Sydney) by afternoon flight,
arriving the following morning.
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BOAC leaflet, April 1940

Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Very kindly, Duncan has sent me scans of the BOAC leaflet shown below whiatghied recently. He
says that it is the first example he has seen.

ADDRESSES OF OFFICES OF THE
CORPORATION

Address. Telegraphic Address. Telephone No.

ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT :

Airways House - 5% b o
3 Rue Fatimites } Airways '’ or 23083/6

Rue Fouad ler. iz L ¢ ines)
Rasel Tin Airport — 23077/9
Dekheila Airport — 22130
Enquiry Office :
Hotel Cecil — 20922
CAIRO, EGYPT:

= . - ( S. Supt. 55167
Nile Base ) ** Airways "’ or | Bookings,
Rod-el-Farag | ** Flying ", ] E:g;::tlisSg‘OZ
Regional Director’s Office:
4, Sharia Baehler, Kasr El Nil 51796 EMPIRE SERVICES
Enquiry Qffice:
Sharia Ibrahim Pacha 51787

KHARTOUM, AE. SUDAN : Egypt
Airways House, *“ Airways '’ or S. Supt. 2700 E nglq nd
3, Gordon Avenue  ‘‘Flying "’ Enquiries 2728
P.O.B. 250. Marine Airport 2720 India
Land Airport 2482
JERUSALEM, PALESTINE : The Far East
King David Hotel. ‘‘ Airways '’ or “‘Flying™. 2353 AUS'TQ“O
TIBERIAS, PALESTINE : .
: Africa
Tiberias P.O.B. 62. *‘ Airways '’ or ‘‘Flying”’ 137
LONDON :
AR Spai SeLh1 2 R B3 Empire Services timetables cannot be published
BRISTOL : as departures and night-stops may vary.

Grand Spa Hotel, Bristol 8. — Bristol 37051

There are also Offices of the Corporation at :
LUXOR, WADI HALFA, MALAKAL, JUBA
EL OBEID, EL FASHER, EL GENEINA, FORT

LAMY, LYDDA & SOLLUM.
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Flying-Boat Services

EGYPT :
PALESTINE -INDIA- HONG KONG
AUSTRALIA

TWICE WEEKLY in each direction.

EGYPT — AFRICA

TWICE WEEKLY in each direction
Between Egypt and Durban.

With connections to and from Nigeria and Gold
Coast at Khartoum Once Weekly

EGYPT — INDIA

ONCE WEEKLY in each direction
Between Alexandria and Karachi

with Landplane connections to and from Calcutta

EGYPT — ENGLAND
FIVE TIMES WEEKLY in each direction.

Landplane Services

ENGLAND - EGYPT - INDIA
TWICE WEEKLY in each direction
Between England and Egypt.

ONCE WEEKLY in each direction
Between Alexandria and Calcutta.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
PASSENGERS

In all cases in which the expression
“Imperlal Airways Limited (and/or
subsidiary and associated companies) "',
or any similar expression, or the
expression * British Airways Limited ",
(or any recognised abbreviation of the
above expressions respectively, e.g.
‘GB’, ‘IAL London’ or ‘BA’, ‘BAL
London’), is used to describe the carrier
or carriers, in any Conditions of
Carriage, passenger ticket, luggage
ticket (baggage check), consignment
note or other document issued in
connection with the carriage of passen-
gers, baggage or < goods, the said
expressions respectively (and their
recognised abbreviations as aforesaid)
shall be taken to include the name
““British OverseasAirways Corporation g
(““AC LONDON ") if the case so

requires,

EMBARKATION.—Passengers are requested to
communicate with the Airways Office at the station
of their departure at least the day prior to embar-
kation, in order that final arrangements may be
made. This is particularly necessary as access to
many of the airperts used is prohibited to civilians
without escort.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PASSENGERS.

Conditions of Carriage—An extract from the General
Conditions under which passengers are carmied by Airways
Corporation and its Associated and Subsidiary Companies will
be found in every air ticket . A copy of the GENERAL
CONDITIONS OF CARRIAGE may be inspectad at any of
the Corporation’s offices or airports.

Meals and Accomodation—The air ticket inclndes the
cost of all meals and Hotel accommodation thromzhont the
journey. (But see under BOOKINGS).

inos —During wartime, bookings may be cancelled
zmc!i ggr&'% are subject to delay, deviation or cancellation
without prior notice, for a variety of reasons which are
beyond the control of the Corporation; no guarasies can
therefore be given that the passengers will be carmied that
they will travel on the service on which they hawve been
booked, or that they will be carried to their booksd Jdestin-
ation in accordance with timetables. The Corporation does
all in its power to minimise inconvenience and expense
to passengers, but it must be clearly understood that it
cannot accept liability for any consequences arisins Tom the
above mentioned reasons, whether arising prior o embar-
kation, during the journey, or subsequentiy.

Y Jations by Passenger. —Lf the Corporation beno-
tifx(éﬁnvgxetlhfn ourtegn days of the scheduled date of departure
a refund, if any, will be at the discretion of the Corporation.

sanceliations by the Corporation.—Ihe Corporation
reserves the right fo cancel any flight or part of a flight
whenever such action is deemed advisable or necessary. In
any event the passenger’s sole redress shall be the recovery
of the unused portion of the fare.

Fares, —As from 1.10.39 all single fares imcreased by
approximately 25%. Interchange faciliies with other
Companies and return fares have been cancelled but return
halves of tickets issued prior to 1.10.39 will continue o be
honoured. A certificate will be issued with each full fare
ticket which will entitle the passenger to a rebate of 10°, on
rebooking for a return journey over the sector coversd by the
single ticket or over any part of that sector.

Children. —Children up to three years of age, when
accompanied by an adult and when no separate seat is
required for them, are carried at 10% of the full fare. Chil-
dren between three and twelve years of age, or younger
children occupying a separate seat, are carried at half fare.
No allowance of baggage is made for children travelling at
109 of the fare. Children travelling at half fare receive
half the baggage allowance made to full fare paying passen-
gers. See under BAGGAGE below.

Reservations —Reservations must be made and accepted
in advance through a travel agent or an office of the Cor-
poration. Telephone and telegraphic expenses in connection
with an application will be borne by the passenger.

Provisional reservations can be made (so long as seats
remain available) on payment of a deposit of 259 of the fare.
Provisional reservations automatically lapse fourteen days
before the journey is scheduled to begin. Within this period
reservations will only be held on payment of the full fare.

Baggage.—As from 1.10 39 chargesincreased by 259 but
free allowance of 44 lbs. will be given and an extra 44 Ibs.
carried at half rates subject to load permitting. Passengers
must restrict their requirements to one suitcase at night-
stops in view of customs difficulties etc.

The charges for baggage in excess of the free allowance are
payable on embarkation. The Corporation does not guarantee
to carry excess baggage in the same aeroplane as the passenger.

Livestock—No live animals of any kind can be carried on
the EMPIRE passenger services.

Passports;—Passengers must be in possession of valid
passports, endorsed and visaed according to destinations.
Regulations are subject to frequent changes. As personal
application is necessary for most permits and visas neither
the Corporation nor its agents can arrange to have passports
put in order as heretofore,

Frenck Tramsit Visas.

A French transit visa is essential for journeys between Egypt
and the United Kingdom and can only be obtained on perso- *
nal application at 2 French Consulate. Approximately four
days notice is reguired by the French Consulate and as the
visa issmed has 2 wvalidity of only seven days, application
shounld not be made more then eleven days before departure.

Italian Tramsit Visa.

An Ttalian transit visa is required only by passengers travelling

on the Flyimg-Boat services between Alexandria and the United
I These can be obtained on personal application

at an Italian Consulate.

Other wises are required according to the journey to be

undertaken.

PASSENGERS WHOSE PASSPORTS ARE NOT IN
ORDER WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO EMBARK AND
THEIR FARES WILL BE FORFEITED.

Currency Restrictions —Currency restrictions are in
force in many ies and enquiries should be made before
commencins 2 journey. Passengers leaving Egypt should
note that the laws of Egypt do not allow gold coinage to be
taken ont of the country; passengers found transgressing this
resiriction are Lable fo prosecution by the Customs Autho-
rities.

Cameras. —Passengers are not permitted to carry or send
cameras, photographic apparatus or material on the Corpo-
ration’s services.

Firearms. —TLbe carriage of arms of war is prohibited on
the Corporation’s aircraft.

Censor Restrictions —Lhe carriage of the following

i is restricted when travelling on Airways Corporation
Services -—

News books, printed manuscript or typescript
publications, maps, plans, sketches or drawings.; photo-
graphs, Eterature for the blind, postage or revenue stamps,
letters or memoranda. Cuttings or portions of the above,
or anoy articles recording information by words, signs, or
otherwise. Impressions of any die, seal or stamp belonging
to any Government Department or Service Authority.

IN ANY CASE SUCH ARTICLES MUST BE DECLARED
BEFORE EMBARKING and advice should be sought from
the Censor’s Office.

Insurance —Personal insurance at the usual rates of
1/-Z preminm (air travel only) or 1/64. premium (all travel
risks) per £ 1,000 per day can still be effected, (maxi-
mum cover £ 2,000 at these rates) but this insurance
DOES NOT COVER WAR RISKS.

Vaccination, —Passengers travelling to Calcutta and
stations East of Calcutta must be in possession of a certificate
of smccessful vaccination against small-pox, which must be
signed by a registered doctor and given within three years
of the date of embarkation. Passengers without this
certificate will be liable to be vaccinated on arrival at Calcutta
Passengers travelling to or through FRANCE should be in
possession of a certificate of successful vaccination against
small pox, failing which compulsory vaccination may be
carried out at Marseilles.

Quarantine —In the event of existing or anticipated
quarantine restrictions, the Commander of the Aircraft may,
at his discretion, omit to call at any station. The Corporation
cannot be responsible for any delay, inconvenience or loss
which may result. In the event of ‘ Over-carriage”
arising in consequence thereof, the passenger may be called
upon to pay any additional expenses which the Corporation
incars.

Many countries have special quarantine restrictions and
regulations which are strictly enforced. Passengers should
ensure before embarkation that they are fully conversant
with and have complied with any regulations affecting them.
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