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Editorial  
 

Almost exactly thirty years ago, in September 1993, Stan Wheatcroft posted the first edition of Imperial 

Airways Gazette to six friends who were the founding members of the Imperial Airways Study Group. They 

were Norman Clowes, Duncan Crewe, Robert Preston, Bryan Stokoe, Joan Widdowson and Peter Wingent. In 

the next issue Stan announced that Bill Colley had joined the group. 

 

I will type below the opening paragraph of Stanôs editorial in that first edition:   

 

ñI have at last taken the plunge and started what I hope will be something on the lines of a discussion / study 

group which will be mainly involved with the air mails carried by Imperial Airways. There is no reason 

however why other air mails should not be covered as well. I decided that the important thing to do was to 

make a start and see how things progressed. I hope that you will all play a part in any way that you might 

wish with a view to adding interest and information for us all to share.ò 

 

I hope you will agree that thirty years later the Gazette is fulfilling Stanôs original intent. 

 
How technology has changed over the last thirty years! In his first editorial Stan described in great detail how 

he included illustrations in the Gazette.  In summary, he laid the covers on the floor on a black background 

and took photographs with a camera with a zoom lens on a tripod.  He then got them printed in Boots and 

pasted them onto the pages of each individual copy. A labour of love indeed.   

 

Later, as membership numbers increased, Stan resorted to photocopies of covers, which in those days were 

black and white.  Stan was such a generous man. He made no charge for the Gazette. Apart from the cost of 

printing the photos, he had to get the editions photocopied and then posted to members. Compared to the 

labourious process Stan had to go through to produce each edition, I am grateful for todayôs technology. 

 

In 2003, after producing the June edition, Stan persuaded to me take over the Gazette, my first edition being 

that of December 2003, so it is nearing my 20th anniversary! It was not until the June 2007 edition that I was 

able to introduce colour illustrations.  At first it was a mixture of colour and black and white as each member 

gradually gained access to a colour scanner.   

 

Thanks to the continued improvements in technology, today I am able to produce full colour editions and 

email them worldwide. No more addressing envelopes and going to a post office with a bundle and sticking on 

stamps.  I wonder where AI will take us in the future. 

 

I am pleased that this edition is a good size and contains a wide range of topics with, hopefully, something of 

interest for each of you.  As always, I thank the contributors, without whom we would not have a magazine.  

As always Duncan Crewe has filled many pages with his splendid material and first-time contributor Rick 

Green has provided us with an important article which reveals previously unknown information about service 

AN6. 

 

Until May the groupôs Zoom meetings continued to be popular with a regular attendance of over twenty.  

Unfortunately, the May meeting was short of both presentations and viewers. As you will know, following 

this meeting I made an appeal for more presentations and I make the same appeal for articles for the 

December Gazette.  If you care to count the pages of this edition, you will find that Duncan and myself have 

contributed about two thirds of the total.  I made the point in my email after the Zoom meeting that we are 

finding it ever more difficult to find material to show, so we need your help.  Please have a go at putting 

something together, however brief, for the next Zoom meeting in September and/or the December Gazette. 

 

I repeat what Stan Wheatcroft wrote in the first edition, I hope that you will all play a part in any way that you 

might wish with a view to adding interest and information for us all to share. 

 

Finally, information for new members of the group: all issues of the Gazette from June 2003 onwards can be 

found on the British Airmail Society website at britishairmailsociety.co.uk/ia/index.html. Access is available 

to non-members of the society. 
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The U.K. Post Office air mail label booklets 
 

By Peter Wingent 

 

In Issue no. 54 of the Gazette (December 2018, pp. 24-33) I told the story of the design of the first issue of the 

Post Office air mail label booklets incorporating Imperial Airways advertising.  Whilst the file in the British 

Postal Museum & Archive [1] contained a reasonably full account of the evolution of the design of the first 

booklet, the stories of the later booklets are very incomplete.  However, one or two unrelated snippets from 

the BPMA file might be of interest. 

 

The U.K. Post Office apparently sent supplies of the booklets to administrations along the African route but 

the only evidence to be found is in a letter dated 13 September 1932 from C.F. Snowden Gamble of Imperial 

Airways to J.H. Greenwood of the G.P.O. who wrote: 
 

ñDear Greenwood, 
 

I have heard from the Station Superintendent at Môbeya that the Môbeya Post Office finds that the Air Mail  

Booklets which you sent out to them are not a great deal of use because, owing to the excessive humidity of 

the atmosphere, the gum on the labels has stuck onto the interleaves and he therefore suggests that oiled 

paper be inserted between the various leaves. 

 

I think this is a most valuable suggestion and perhaps you could take up the matter with the Stationery Office. 

 

I attach to this letter a sample of the paper that the Local Administration use to prevent the re-occurrence of 

this trouble.ò 

 

The next day Greenwood enquired via an internal memo to The Controller of the P.O. Stores Department: 

 

ñHave any books of air mail labels been supplied to Tanganyika?ò 

 

The Stores Department replied on 20 September stating; 

 

5,000 books of air mail labels were supplied to Tanganyika on the 16th June last.ò 

 

Before receiving the reply from the Stores Department, Greenwood replied to Snowden Gamble of Imperial 

Airways on 17 September 1932: 

 

ñDear Gamble, 
 

With reference to the books of air mail labels, we have considered the question of inserting pieces of oiled 

paper between the gummed side of the labels and the advertisements and find that this would increase the cost 

of production considerably, rendering impracticable reduction in the charge for the advertisement space. The 

labels do not seem to stick to the advertisements in this country and as the great majority of the books are 

used here we hope that you will agree that the question of inserting the oiled paper need not be pursued.ò 

 

In the extract from Greenwoodôs letter above, mention is made of the reduction of the charge made to Imperial 

Airways for advertising space. This is because negotiations re this charge were being conducted at this time 

and Greenwoodôs letter made an offer to Imperial Airways of a reduction in the final paragraph: 

 

ñOn that understanding [i.e. no oiled paper insertions] we would suggest that Imperial Airwaysô payments for 

the advertisement space in the books might be reduced from £65 to £50 per edition for the next four editions.  

If you agree to these terms we suggest that the copy for the next edition will be required in about a monthôs 

time.ò 

 

Snowden Gamble replied on 21 September saying, ñI quite understand the position about the air mail label 

booklets. I note that you have reduced the price for the next four editions é..ò 

 

This single reference to the sending of a supply of booklets to Tanganyika begs the question, where else were 

supplies sent? I wonder if any member has a booklet with the air mail labels stuck to the advertisements which 

might just have once been in Tanganyika! 
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When the second edition of the type 4 booklets was issued in August 1934, Mr. Snowden Gamble was very 

disappointed with the quality of the printing. Rather than quote his letter, I thought readers might like to see 

the original.  (I photographed the document at the BPMA. I am afraid the bending effect is due to my poor 

photographic skills and the difficulty of working indoors in artificial light).  
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The draft of Mr. Bellôs reply is shown below: 
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Two booklets from this printing are shown above. The one on the left is clearly a much paler shade of blue 

than the one on the right.  Given that 120,000 poor quality booklets were distributed, does any reader have an 

example of one as poorly printed as that described by Snowden Gamble? 

 

I was surprised that I was able to find only one mention of the name of the printing company for the booklets 

in the BPMA files.  That is Waterlow and it was on the label shown below. The date of 12 June 1935, shows it 

was sent with the first proof of the last issue of the type 4 booklets.  The red ink note on the booklet cover 

reads, ñSpecimen for style, colour and quality of paper.ò Note that the blue is a good deep shade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only other reference I have been able to find re the identity of the printers is in a Stanley Gibbons 

specialized catalogue which states, ñThe panes comprised four labels printed by Waterlow (later Harrison).ò  

I do not know when the change from Waterlow to Harrison took place but perhaps it was after this last issue 

of the type 4 booklets. 
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Imperial Airways Staff News & Weekly News Bulletin 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 

 

Editor: Duncan recently obtained runs of both of these publications.  He says that he was unaware of the Staff 

News until he obtained these and asks if any reader has copies of any others?  If so please let either Duncan or 

myself know. 

 

Duncan chose this edition to send because he thought that readers will be interested to see if they have been 

pronouncing correctly the names of the flying boats.  Both he and I had been getting some wrong! 
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The last through service from South Africa  to the U.K. in June 1940 
 

By Peter Wingent 

 

The treatment of mail carried on the last services from both Africa and the East prior to the entry of Italy into 

the war on 10 June 1940 has been described in accurate detail by Bob Clark [1] & [2].  The services involved 

were African services DN277 and DN278 and Eastern service SW246.  All three terminated en route. 

 

The subject of this article is African service DN276 which was the last through service from Durban to the 

U.K.  The interesting aspect is that it followed a diversion on the Mediterranean section to avoid calling at 

Brindisi and Bracciano (Rome). The diversion was flown on 10 June: the day Italy declared war.  The details 

have been obtained from the BOAC June 1940 aircraft movement chart [3].  The relevant portion of the chart 

is shown in figure 1 and a map of the diverted portion of the service in figure 2.  The chart also shows that the 

previous service (DN275) followed the normal route with calls at Brindisi and Bracciano. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1. (Red text added by Peter Wingent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Figure 2 
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The cover shown in figure 3 was flown by service DN276.  It was posted in Lourenço Marques on 4 June 

1940 and arrived at Poole at 11.30 on 11 June, to schedule despite the lengthy diversion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. 

 

The full itinerary of service DN276 is shown below (times given are L.S.T.): 

 
 Durban dep. 06.10 05 June Castor 
 Mozambique arr.     - 05 June Castor 
 Mozambique dep. 11.10 06 June Castor 
 Kisumu arr.     - 06 June Castor 
 Kisumu dep. 08.00 07 June Castor 
 Khartoum arr. 17.45 07 June Castor 
 Khartoum dep. 05.30 08 June Castor 
 Alexandria arr. 17.45 08 June Castor 
 Alexandria dep. 08.00 09 June Cathay 
 Athens arr. 12.48 09 June Cathay 
 Athens dep. 13.45 09 June Cathay 
 Corfu arr.     - 09 June Cathay 
 Corfu dep. 06.15 10 June Cathay 
 Malta arr. 07.00 10 June Cathay 
 Malta dep. 08.40 10 June Cathay 
 Bizerte dep. 12.40 10 June Cathay 
 Ajaccio arr.     - 10 June Cathay 
 Ajaccio dep. 04.20 11 June Cathay 
 Biscarosse dep. 10.15 11 June Cathay 
 Poole arr. 13.30 11 June Cathay 

 

Of the Eastern route services, only eastbound service SE254 followed the diverted Mediterranean route, flying 

the Ajaccio - Bizerte - Malta - Corfu section on 10 June. Of the westbound services, SW245 called at Brindisi 

and Rome on 8 June and CW224 called at both places on 9 June.  

 

References: 
[1] Clark, R. African Repositioning Flights in June 1940. Air Mail News No. 226, August 2014, pp. 20-24. 

[2] Bob Clarkôs website: www.nzstamps.org.uk. 

[3] British Airways Archive, Harmondsworth, London. 

http://www.nzstamps.org.uk/
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Underpaid cover from Geneva to Melbourne 
 

Material provided by Bob Medland via Sue Burn 

 

This album page, showing a very interesting cover, is owned by Bob Medland who is President of the Society 

of Postal Historians and a friend of Sue Burn.  It is reproduced here with Bobôs permission, for which many 

thanks, and was sent to me by Sue.  Bobôs description is very full but Sue added in her email to me that the 

Airlines of Australia service, using DC2s, commenced on 3 August 1937. 
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BOAC leaflet, April 1940 
Material provided by Duncan Crewe 

 

Very kindly, Duncan has sent me scans of the BOAC leaflet shown below which he acquired recently. He 

says that it is the first example he has seen. 
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