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Editorial 
 

 
The old adage, “You can’t have it both ways,” certainly applies to the current situation of our group.  This 
issue consists of only seven pages and clearly this is due to our regular stalwart contributors using up all their 
topics rapidly in our zoom meetings. 
 
Both the Gazette and the Zoom meetings are popular but both need regular contributions which can only come 
from you: the members. Our group numbers only just over twenty people of which only about a third provide 
regular copy.  A small contribution from everyone (a page or two) will fill the Gazette nicely but if for the 
December issue I receive as little copy as I have for this one, then I am very sorry to say that this one will be 
the last. 
 
I would very much like to learn your views.  Do you wish both the Gazette and the Zoom meetings to 
continue?  Can you suggest ways to encourage more members to contribute?  Please email me all your 
thoughts and suggestions which I will then correlate and circulate in an email so that they can be shared by all. 
 
The Gazette has been running for 29 years. Is this the end?  I do hope not. 
 
So that the above has maximum impact with no distractions, the rest of this page is blank. 
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Unhappy Sudan Director of Posts ~ Part 2 ~ 1932 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

In last December’s issue I showed a letter of complaint from the Sudan Director of Posts regarding 
‘irregularities’ in the sorting and handling of air mail for towns and cities in Sudan together with the responses 
of the British P.O. and Imperial Airways. Despite Dennis Handover’s expression of hope that the incidents 
would not be repeated, the following letters record a greater number than those which occurred in 1931.  
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Unfortunately, unlike the complaint relating to the1931 services, I could not find responses by the British P.O. 
and Imperial Airways to these later irregularities. 
 
 

 
I received the following by email from Richard Rawlingson (editor): 
 

I have attached scans of a cover produced by Delhi dealer H.N. Kapur for the additional flight of 11/12/1932 
detailed on p88 of your Eastern Route book vol. 1. The Field listing suggests only 20 covers are known 
because of the short notice given at the time and I have only ever seen mine and the one illustrated in your 
book. I have always wondered how accurate Field’s figure was and how many others have emerged over the 
years? Perhaps other members can throw some light on it? 

 
The cover was sent by train to Karachi and 
flown from there to Cairo by an additional 
unscheduled service and then by African 
service AN92. 
Can any reader answer Richard’s question? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cairo backstamp. 
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Before the introduction of the Cyprus air mail service 
 

By Robin Davis 
 
[This article was first published in “Cyprus Circular Post,” Vol. XIV. No.3, Nov. 2002. It is the journal of the 
Cyprus Study Circle and is reproduced here with the permission of the author, who is also the editor, to whom 
we are most grateful]. 
 
The introduction of the experimental airmail service to Cyprus in September 1930 from the bay at Famagusta 
using "Calcutta" flying boats is already well documented. However, even though a service would have been 
introduced at some point, it would appear that events beginning in June 1927 possibly accelerated the process. 
The events concerned are as follows: 
 
On 1st June 1927 a Mr. H. Trost made a proposal for the introduction of an air service to Cyprus using 
seaplanes or flying boats to be operated by the Air Express Company, the proposed services being: 
 
Famagusta to Port Said [with an extension to Alexandria and/or Cairo]. 

Famagusta to Athens via Rhodes [with development, one to Crete and the other to Smyrna & Constantinople]. 

Famagusta to Mersina 

Famagusta to Beirut and/or Alexandria 

Famagusta to Haifa/Jai.Ta/Gaza 

On 15th June 1927 the Governor of Cyprus indicated that he was interested in the introduction of a service on 
the Haifa-Famagusta-Rhodes route. The Air Ministry in London commented on 9th July that as far as British 
proposals were concerned, nothing was likely to mature during the next few years and that they could see no 
reason to object to the proposed Italian air service linking Cyprus/Rhodes/Athens but not involving Palestine 
or Egypt. The objection appears to have been based on the view that if Palestine and Egypt were to be 
included, then Britain would be reliant upon a foreign power for its communications with some parts of the 
Empire. 
 
These concerns were well founded because on 9th August it was reported that even though the Air Express 
Company was registered as British, Mr. Trost was a naturalised British subject of German origin and in fact 
was acting as an agent for the German firm of Junkers. Once this was discovered the talks with Mr. Trost were 
discontinued, but at the same time, Imperial Airways Ltd. and the Blackburn Aeroplane & Motor Company 
Ltd. were informed about the policy to establish an air route with Cyprus and that they were to send 
representatives to see the Governor of Cyprus. 
 
On 12th August 1927 Downing Street was saying that HM Government was being pressed by the Italian 
Government to explain why there were objections to the Cyprus-Haifa route. A letter was therefore sent on 
5th September to the Italian Ambassador on the lines that an air service between Cyprus and Rhodes would be 
most welcome, but there was no explanation about the rejection of the Cyprus-Haifa route. Nothing more was 
heard so it must be presumed that the Italians did not press the matter any further. 
 
Government House reported on 12th October that Imperial Airways was impressed with the proposal for the 
linking up of Baghdad to Europe via Konia/Haifa/Nicosia. 
 
Around September/October 1927 sites were being looked at as possible aerodromes but if this survey was 
linked with the above events or if it was just for military purposes is not known. This is the last that was heard 
of on the subject until the introduction of the British flying boat service almost three years later in September 
1930. So, whether the above helped to introduce the air service to Cyprus any earlier than may have happened 
in the normal course of events can only be a matter of conjecture, but my own thoughts are that it accelerated 
the process by probably around two years. 
 
References: 
1. Development of Air Services 1927 Feb-Aug, Public Records office Kew, file C067 22113 
2. Possible sites for aerodromes 1927 Sept-Oct, Public Records office Kew, file C067 222/12 
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Cover to Hong Kong involved in the landing accident at Tourane 20 July 1936 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For many years I have been aware of this incident but until now I have never seen any mail that could be 
identified as having been involved in the accident. A recent fortuitous auction purchase of a small incoming 
correspondence to Hong Kong yielded the cover below. It left Croydon on 11 July on board Horatius 
operating IE 461. Having been railed from Paris to Brindisi it was flown to Alexandria by Scipio. Hadrian 
flew in on to Karachi from where Atalanta carried it to Penang, arriving on 19 July.  
 
There the cover was offloaded and transferred to the Hong Kong feeder service FEE 18. Delphinus departed 
next morning but in squally weather crashed on landing at Tourane when the right hand wheel and 
undercarriage collapsed. There were no injuries, but the mail was delayed there for two days as the only 
available relief aircraft, Dorado, had been en route from Penang to Calcutta and did not reach Tourane until 
the morning of 23 July when it picked up the mail and flew it through to Hong Kong the same day. 
Fortunately, this cover received a Victoria backstamp on arrival proving that it was on carried on the service. 
It was delivered to the Arlington Hotel in Kowloon next morning when the K1 postman’s beat chop was 
applied. It was re-directed the same day to the Royal Court Hotel on Observatory Road Kowloon when the 
second K3 beat chop was struck. The cover is correctly franked at the 6d. per ½ oz. rate. 
 
I am very grateful to Richard Whittington of the Hong Kong Study Circle who supplied the accident details 
from reports in the Hong Kong Press. 
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For the record ~ our Zoom meetings, December 2021 to May 2022 
By Peter Wingent 

 
December 2021: 
Peter Richards - Mail from H.M. ships to Southampton. 
Bob Clark - New Zealand to Europe air mail, 1935-1938. 
Duncan Crewe - Instone Airline. 
Peter Wingent - RANA, 1934-1938. 
 
January 2022: 
Duncan Crewe - Hong Kong covers to and from Africa. 
Laurence Kimpton - The stories of two covers with letters, South Africa and Australia. 
Peter Richards - South Africa to The Gold Coast, 1935-36. 
Bob Clark - Africa: June 1940. 
Peter Wingent - SNAM service. 1934-35. 
 
February 2022: 
Peter Richards  - Australian and New Zealand mail from and to West Africa, 1936 – 1942. 
Walter Herdzik - Imperial Airways first flight covers to Canada and USA. 
Duncan Crewe - Part way by Imperial Airways. 
Laurence Kimpton - Update on wartime cover to Sweden. 
Peter Wingent - Air mail starting on African lakes and rivers. 
 
March 2022: 
Bob Clarke - USA ~ Hong Kong ~ New Zealand. 
Peter Richards - KUT air mail to and from West Africa. 
Laurence Kimpton - Australia ~ Hong Kong ~ trans-Pacific 
Sue Burn - New additions to her Australia collection. 
Peter Wingent - The Daedalus accidents and their aftermath. 
 
April 2022: 
Christopher Cooksey - Favourite cover: Nyasaland ~ New Zealand. 
Robin Davis - Favourite cover: 1924 Air Ministry letter to N. Hill in Iraq. 
Duncan Crewe - Post card messages. 
Walter Herdzik - Favourite cover: Dick Merrill “Anglo-American Goodwill Coronation Flight” 
cover. 
Pete Halmkin - Phillips and the EAMS. 
Sue Burn - World flights of Smithy. 
Peter Wingent - European connections, part 1. 
 
May 2022: 
John Sims  - First flight covers to Australia. 
Chris Hawley - Foynes. 
Sue Burn - Rose Bay flying boat base. 
Pete Halmkin - Flight AS47 – London to Cape Town. 
Duncan Crewe - Hong Kong, the Scipio crash and its aftermath. 
Peter Wingent - European connections, part 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


