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Editorial

The old adage, “You can’t have it both ways,” celtaapplies to the current situation of our grouphis
issue consists of only seven pages and clearlyshise to our regular stalwart contributors usipgall their
topics rapidly in our zoom meetings.

Both the Gazette and the Zoom meetings are poputavoth need regular contributions which can @algne
from you: the members. Our group numbers only gustr twenty people of which only about a third pdev
regular copy. A small contribution from everyormepage or two) will fill the Gazette nicely butfdr the
December issue | receive as little copy as | havehis one, then | am very sorry to say that dme will be
the last.

| would very much like to learn your views. Do yaish both the Gazette and the Zoom meetings to
continue? Can you suggest ways to encourage merebers to contribute? Please email me all your
thoughts and suggestions which | will then coreekatd circulate in an email so that they can beeghay all.

The Gazette has been running for 29 years. Ishikiend? | do hope not.

So that the above has maximum impact with no digtnas, the rest of this page is blank.
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Unhappy Sudan Director of Posts ~ Part 2 ~ 1932
By Peter Wingent

In last December’s issue | showed a letter of camplfrom the Sudan Director of Posts regarding
‘irregularities’ in the sorting and handling of amail for towns and cities in Sudan together wité tesponses
of the British P.O. and Imperial Airways. Despiterihis Handover's expression of hope that the imt&de
would not be repeated, the following letters recagteater number than those which occurred in.1931
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sir,

With reference my letter of even number of 5,332
enclosing a list of Alr Mailil irregularities on the London
African Alr Services and your reply of 9.5.1932, I enclose
*a list of irregularities for the period 2.3.32 to 30.1.3%3%.

It appears that air despatches from each Airporit
are placed in a sack stencilled or labelled with the name
of the Airport. This system would be satisfactory if the
Air despatches were placed in the correct sacks bul most
of the irregularities are due to careless sorting on the
part of the Imperial Alrways Staff,

As the delays caused by these irregularities have
been the subject of numerous complaints, I shall be glad
if you will be good enough to draw the attention of the

Q?“ 2 7 Imperial Airways Ltd., to the matter again,

F 7 - I have the honour to be,
I/ Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

General Post Office,
London E.C.1.
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Qe e 52 Cairo to Juba despatch overcarried to Kisumu. Delivered

on 7. 50 52-

8s%6%2 A Packet from Aba to Khartoum was handed Imperial Airways
representative by Postmaster Juba for despatch by normalk
seroplane on 8th March. It was left off this machine and
was despatched by a special maéhine ex Juba on 10th March.
Delay 2 days.

10454 32 Despatches from Johannesburg, Salisbury and Dodom& to
Khartoum were overcarried to Cairo, Delivered on 16th
March, Delay 3 days owing late punning of aeroplane plus
6 days through being overcarried from Khartoum to Cairo.

25 5e 52 Alexandria to Atbara despatch overcarried to Khartoum.
Delay 1 day.

22.3.3%2 Wadi Halfa to Malakal despatch overcarried to Jube.
Delay 1 day.

28.3.32  Aeroplane from North did not land at Atbara., Mail for
Atbara had to be brought to Khartoun and forwarded to
Atbara by Goods Train. Delay 1 daye.

23.5+%2 All mails from South for Kosti (White Nile) overcarried to
Khartoum and returned next day. Delay 1 day.

5.6.3%2 An entry was made on Imperial Airways waybill dated 1.6.32
to the effect that a desgpatch from London to Wadi Halfa
had been made up and sent. From investigation made it was
discovered that no air mail despatch was actually sent.
This mistake caused inconvenience to Wadi Halfa Post Office
staff and Headquarters.

6+6.%2 London to Khartoum air mail bag weighing 700 grammes was
received at L4.35 pm instead of 1.3%0 pm on 6.6.32, The
Imperial Airways representative discovered thls bag on
transferring the mail from one machine to another at
Khartoun.

13.6,32 All mails from south for Kosti (White Nile) overcarried
to Khartoum and returned next day. Delay 1 day.

20,6, 32 Despatches from South for Kosti overcarried to Khartoum
and returned next day. Delay 1 day,

21,6432 Juba to Atbara despatch 6ff loaded at Khartoum . Forwardad
to destination by rail, Delay 1 day.

- Mail from Juba to Khartoum was brought to the Khartoum :
Post O0ffice 12 hours after the remainder of the mail from
South,

27.6.32 All air mails from South were delivered to Postmaster
Kharghgun at 6 PM on 28,6.32 with the exception of an air
maill‘rom Juba which was delivered at 7.45 pm.

1.8.32 An air mail packet from Johannesburg was delivered to
Khartoum Post Office at 11.45 am on 2.8,3%2 insbead of
10. %0 am.
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22.8. 32 An air mail despatch from Hudson Place, London to Atbaba
Post Office despatched on 10-8-32 and due to arrive at
| Atbara on 15=8-32 reached Atbara on 22-8-32, This despatch
/ was d elivered to Atbara Post Office without the relative
Imperial Airways Waybill. Calse of delay unknown.

22-8-32,  An airmail despatch from Marseilles to Atbara on 18-8-32
and due to arrive at Atbara 22-8-32 not received, Still
subject of correspondence between this Administration
and Imperial Airways.

H=9=3%2. An airnail from Souti due to arrive at Kosti at 1520 hours
on H=9-32 did not stop at Kostli and consequently air mails
were received at Kosti via Khartoum at 0740 hours on 6-9-32.

12=9=32, Broken Hill despatch to Mglakal overcarried to Khartoum
Delivered 13-9-3%2.

10-10~32. Juba and Malaka1>despatches to Kosti overcarried to
Khartoum. Delévered 11-10-32.

25-10-32., London to Mglakal air mail waybill of 19-10-32 and which
arrived at Mglakal on 25-10-32 showed two air mail
despatches weighing K.8.900 grammes and 400 grammes
respectively. The former despatch was not received and
from enquiries made it appeared that it was not intended
for Mglakal.

H=1=33. Mglakal to Atbara despatch overcarried to Cairo.
Delivered on 10-1=33%.

25=-1=33, An Air mail packet, welghing 215 grammes despatched from
Alexandria to Mglakal on 22-1=3%3 fahled to reach its
destination and was subsequently found in Cairo. It
eventually reached Mglakal on 31-1-3%3.

~ 30=1=3%7%, An air meil packet weighing Qﬁﬁ grammes despatched from

. Paris to Atbara on 2H-1-3%3 failed to reach its destination.
Enguiries showed that it had missed connection with the
aircraft at Athens and was sent on by the following service
which reached Atbara on (=2-33. i @

Unfortunately, unlike the complaint relating to 1981 services, | could not find responses by thigsBrP.O.
and Imperial Airways to these later irregularities.

| received the following by email from Richard Rawgson (editor):

| have attached scans of a cover produced by kdhler H.N. Kapur for the additional flight of 12/1932
detailed on p88 of your Eastern Route book volTHe Field listing suggests only 20 covers are known
because of the short notice given at the time anave only ever seen mine and the one illustrategbur
book. | have always wondered how accurate Fieldsré was and how many others have emerged over the
years? Perhaps other members can throw some ligito

The cover was sent by train to Karachi and
flown from there to Cairo by an additional
unscheduled service and then by African
service AN92.

Can any reader answer Richard’s question?

Cairo backstamp.
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Before theintroduction of the Cyprusair mail service
By Robin Davis

[This article was first published in “Cyprus CiranlPost,” Vol. XIV. No.3, Nov. 2002. It is the jowl of the
Cyprus Study Circle and is reproduced here withprenission of the author, who is also the edtmiyhom
we are most grateful].

The introduction of the experimental airmail seevio Cyprus in September 1930 from the bay at Fastag
using "Calcutta” flying boats is already well doeemted. However, even though a service would haea be
introduced at some point, it would appear that &s/beginning in June 1927 possibly accelerateghtbeess.
The events concerned are as follows:

On 1st June 1927 a Mr. H. Trost made a proposatherintroduction of an air service to Cyprus using
seaplanes or flying boats to be operated by th&Raress Company, the proposed services being:

Famagusta to Port Said [with an extension to Aldrarand/or Cairo].

Famagusta to Athens via Rhodes [with developmem,to Crete and the other to Smyrna & Constantejopl
Famagusta to Mersina

Famagusta to Beirut and/or Alexandria

Famagusta to Haifa/Jai.Ta/Gaza

On 15th June 1927 the Governor of Cyprus indicttatihe was interested in the introduction of &iseron

the Haifa-Famagusta-Rhodes route. The Air Minigtrizondon commented on 9th July that as far asdBrit
proposals were concerned, nothing was likely touneatiuring the next few years and that they coakdrso
reason to object to the proposed lItalian air serliitking Cyprus/Rhodes/Athens but not involvingeRtine

or Egypt. The objection appears to have been bagsethe view that if Palestine and Egypt were to be
included, then Britain would be reliant upon a fgrepower for its communications with some partstef
Empire.

These concerns were well founded because on SthisAugwas reported that even though the Air Expres
Company was registered as British, Mr. Trost wasitairalised British subject of German origin andaiat
was acting as an agent for the German firm of Jinkance this was discovered the talks with Mr.stkgere
discontinued, but at the same time, Imperial Airsvayd. and the Blackburn Aeroplane & Motor Company
Ltd. were informed about the policy to establish an route with Cyprus and that they were to send
representatives to see the Governor of Cyprus.

On 12th August 1927 Downing Street was saying Hilslt Government was being pressed by the Italian
Government to explain why there were objectiontht Cyprus-Haifa route. A letter was therefore samt
5th September to the Italian Ambassador on the linat an air service between Cyprus and Rhodeklvieeu
most welcome, but there was no explanation abautdjection of the Cyprus-Haifa route. Nothing maeaes
heard so it must be presumed that the Italiansdtighress the matter any further.

Government House reported on 12th October that fisdp&irways was impressed with the proposal far th
linking up of Baghdad to Europe via Konia/Haifa/bkta.

Around September/October 1927 sites were beingeldak as possible aerodromes but if this survey was
linked with the above events or if it was just failitary purposes is not known. This is the lagittvas heard

of on the subject until the introduction of thet&h flying boat service almost three years lateBéptember
1930. So, whether the above helped to introduceaitrgervice to Cyprus any earlier than may haygpbaed

in the normal course of events can only be a mafteonjecture, but my own thoughts are that ittteated

the process by probably around two years.

References.
1. Development of Air Services 1927 Feb-Aug, PuBlecords office Kew, file C067 22113
2. Possible sites for aerodromes 1927 Sept-OctidRécords office Kew, file C067 222/12
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Cover to Hong Kong involved in the landing accident at Tourane 20 July 1936
By Duncan Crewe

For many years | have been aware of this incidebtubtil now | have never seen any mail that cdegd
identified as having been involved in the accidéntecent fortuitous auction purchase of a smalbiming
correspondence to Hong Kong yielded the cover helovieft Croydon on 11 July on boardoratius
operating IE 461. Having been railed from PariBtmdisi it was flown to Alexandria bycipio. Hadrian
flew in on to Karachi from wherAtalantacarried it to Penang, arriving on 19 July.

There the cover was offloaded and transferred éatbng Kong feeder service FEE I3:Iphinusdeparted
next morning but in squally weather crashed on landibhgTaurane when the right hand wheel and
undercarriage collapsed. There were no injuries,ttel mail was delayed there for two days as thg on
available relief aircraftborado, had been en route from Penang to Calcutta andatideach Tourane until
the morning of 23 July when it picked up the maidaflew it through to Hong Kong the same day.
Fortunately, this cover received a Victoria backgiaon arrival proving that it was on carried on $eevice.

It was delivered to the Arlington Hotel in Kowloarext morning when the K1 postman’s beat chop was
applied. It was re-directed the same day to theaR@purt Hotel on Observatory Road Kowloon when the
second K3 beat chop was struck. The cover is diyreanked at the 6d. per ¥z oz. rate.

I am very grateful to Richard Whittington of the m¢pKong Study Circle who supplied the accident itketa
from reports in the Hong Kong Press.
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For therecord ~ our Zoom meetings, December 2021 to May 2022

December 2021
Peter Richards
Bob Clark
Duncan Crewe
Peter Wingent

January 2022
Duncan Crewe

Laurence Kimpton
Peter Richards
Bob Clark

Peter Wingent

February 2022
Peter Richards

Walter Herdzik
Duncan Crewe
Laurence Kimpton
Peter Wingent

March 2022

Bob Clarke

Peter Richards
Laurence Kimpton
Sue Burn

Peter Wingent

April 2022

Christopher Cooksey

Robin Davis
Duncan Crewe
Walter Herdzik
cover.

Pete Halmkin
Sue Burn
Peter Wingent

May 2022
John Sims

Chris Hawley
Sue Burn

Pete Halmkin
Duncan Crewe
Peter Wingent

By Peter Wingent

Mail from H.M. ships to Southampto
New Zealand to Europe air mail, 19338.9
Instone Airline.

RANA, 1934-1938.

Hong Kong covers to and from Africa.

The stories of two covers wdtidrs, South Africa and Australia.

South Africa to The Gold CoasB5136.
Africa: June 1940.

SNAM service. 1934-35.

Australian and New Zealand marhfand to West Africa, 1936 — 1942.
Imperial Airways first flight cove to Canada and USA.

Part way by Imperial Airways.

Update on wartime cover to Swede

Air mail starting on African lakasd rivers.

USA ~ Hong Kong ~ New Zealand.
KUT air mail to and from West A
Australia ~ Hong Kong ~ transiRa
New additions to her Australia collegtio
The Daedalus accidents and theima#th.

Favourite cover: Nyasalaikw Zealand.
Favourite cover: 1924 Air Ministryttler to N. Hill in Irag.
Post card messages.
Favourite cover: Dick Merrill “AtngrAmerican Goodwill Coronation Flight”

Phillips and the EAMS.
World flights of Smithy.
European connections, part 1.

First flight covers to Australia.

Foynes.

Rose Bay flying boat base.

Flight AS47 — London to Cape Town.
Hong Kong, the Scipio crash andfiesmath.
European connections, part 2.



