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Editorial

| wonder if, like me, you are getting used to oamwrworld of Zoom meetings. They have much meseqgi
that we are able to put faces to names which wddumot have been able to do otherwise and | hopewit
agree with me that the meetings have been veryaie with some fantastic covers shown, accompanyed
very knowledgeable descriptions and stories. Véens® have a regular attendance of around fiftedanch is
wonderful considering that, as a group, we havenmet since those happy days at Stan and Maryseno

In the early months of 2021 | was concerned that@azette would be very empty because | had redesnly
John Symong€ity of Khartoumarticle. Fortunately, ever-reliable Duncan Cresgat me two excellent articles
full of fascinating ephemera and covers and then\ledf came up trumps with the second installmenthef
I.LA. experimental flight to Australia. So thankuwo all three of you for your contributions. Ispect that
producing Zoom displays is distracting people framiting articles but please remember that | relyatinof
you to fill the pages of the Gazette, so pleas¢atirsend me something, no matter how small, foxbeember
Gazette.

Laurence Kimpton has clearly put his
time in lockdown to good use by

writing a new book. He says that the AUSTRALIAN AIRMA[L,S

pnly mention of I_mperial Airways in it
New zeaiang, the TeaL vanstasmen  ACROSS THE PACIFIC
service and the ambition of Imperial

Airways to develop a trans-Pacific OCEAN 1937-195 1
service. Never-the-less, | am sure there
will be plenty of interest for many of

us.

Details of the content and how to
obtain a copy are given on page 34.

I hope you all keep safe and well and
perhaps start getting out and about in
the not too distant future.

FONTARLN FEXCTHN. TiHds
BLAUK & DECKER jiesmabasio FTY. LTI
i DRI ROoM, GLIRE FYRNEY, wA®. STHARES F;-..
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The City of Khartoum disaster
By John C. Symons

On 28th December 1935 the Imperial Airways’ aitiéP42W Heraclesflight number IE405 departed from
Croydon Airport on the first leg of the serviceAastralia, ultimate destination Brisbane. Followiagival in
Paris passengers and cargo disembarked and cahtiyusil to Brindisi were a second transfer toddcp to
the two Short Bros. “Calcutta” flying boaGity of Stonehavemand City of Khartoumfrom where the two
aircraft departed for Corfu on 31st December amdowrernight stop at Alexandria later that day. BeQity of
Khartoumapproached Alexandria all three engines of therafir shut down and it plunged into the sea 1%
miles short of its touch down point and immediate#yk, resulting in the death of nine passengaistitanee
crew members. Captain V.G.Wilson, the pilot, and passengers were rescued some five hours latdreby
destroyer HMSBrilliant. By New Years Day 1936 news of the serious actidess widely published
throughout Britain, one example is the followin@rtscript from the Swindokvening AdvertiserThis is
followed by a brief cutting of the funeral that koplace in Egypt of a number of the passengersaaoew
member. The source of this latter newspaper cuisimgt known.

EVENING ADVERTISER

WILTSHIRE'S ONLY DAILY DAILY NEWSPAPER
No. 17,840 SWINDON, WEDNESDAY, 1 JANUARY 1936 ONFENNY

AIRLINER CRASHES: 12 PERSONS DEAD

MACHINE FALLS
INTO THE SEA.

PILOT THE ONLY SURVIVOR:
DAY AND NIGHT SEARCH BY
'PLANES & DESTROYERS.

Mediterranean Disaster.

TWELVE persons are feared to have lost their liaeghe result of the wrecking of the Imperial Aigsa
liner City of Khartoum in the Eastern Mediterranegsterday evening, about a mile and a half from th
entrance to Alexandria Harbour.

With the exception of the disaster to the City ofdrpool at Dixmude, Belgium, in March, 1933, whEn
people were Killed, this is the biggest tragedychittias so far occurred to the Imperial Airwaystflee

Desperate efforts were made all through the nigttagain today by destroyers, other vessels andh#ito
pick up any survivors when it became apparentdtsdrious accident had taken place, but only tlo¢, Gapt.
Wilson, has so far been found.

CREW AND PASSENGERS.

THE liner had left Mirabella, Crete, and had wissled that she was winding in the aerial prepaonignd at
Alexandria at 5.20 G.M.T.

A landing party was got ready there at 5.35, buineoe messages came through, and it was decidashtb
out a destroyer and another Imperial Airways lineain effort to locate the missing plane.

A Reuter message from Cairo states that the wreckag now been located four miles south-west of
Alexandria.

The names and addresses of the crew are given as:
Wireless Operator H. J. A. Baker, single; mothezdiat Bankside, Deepdene drive, Dorking.
Steward H. C. Richardson, single, Queensland RBes;ombe, Bournemouth..
Flight Engineer W. J. Amor, single; mother lived\ill lane, West Hampstead,
The pilot lives at Alexandria.
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LIST OF PASSENGERS.
Imperial Airways issue the following list of pasgens with “all reserve:"

Captain R Mason (British).
Mr. A. J. Buckman (British).
Mr. C. Luke (American).

Mr. W. G. Wellsteed (British).
Miss Eckford (British).

Mrs. A. F. Horseman (British),
Mr. A. L. Garrett British).

Mr. Rastall (British), and

Mr. Tartaglione (ltalian).

Captain V. G. Wilson. the rescued pilot, had anitexg experience last January when he was pilctiveg
Imperial Airways linerAthena After being delayed by a storm over the Timor Beanade a forced landing in
a swamp. The liner was supplied with oil by a resplane and reached Darwin in safety.

A friend of Captain Wilson at Croydon airport s&idca reporter:

“I have known Capt. Wilson for many years and wasléeague of his on the Eastern service.
“He is married, and | believe has been in Alexaaor some years.
“A very capable pilot he is quiet in dispositiondarell liked in the flying service.”

Mr. Wilson, who is 33, is a native of Stockport. Was apprenticed to Messrs. A. V. Roe and Co. aiul
served in the R.A.F. marine aircraft at home anbldqg, and as instructor from 1919 until 1930, simthen he
has been a pilot with Imperial Airways. He holdsawigator's (2nd class) licence.

BROTHER'S PREVIOUS ESCAPE.

Amor, engineer on th€ity of Khartoum joined Imperial Airways. He was formerly an erggn with the
Irag Petroleum Company. He had been out of Englandome years, and had made his home in Alexandria
Amor’s brother, H.C.Amor, also an engineer with éripl Airways, had a narrow escape from death 2919
when the linerCity of Jerusalentrashed at Jask, Persia. Three men were killedAndr and the wireless
operator, both of whom received burns, climbedafihe machine.

The steward, Richardson, served with the Army igdE@nd later joined Imperial Airways there.

Baker, the telegraphist had been with Imperial Aiys/ for a number of years; and up to recently been
operating from Croydon.

City of Khartourmwas built in 1928 in Rochester, Kent.. A th(eemainder of the report missing from original
cutting).

A brief report of the funeral of a number of thédéed in the crash from an unknown newspaper:

AIR VICTIMS' FUNERAL.
British Consul Attends at Alexandria.
ALEXANDRIA, Saturday.

It is now ascertained that the unidentified bodgorered yesterday
from the wrecked air liner City of Khartoum was ttled Capt. Reginald
Mason, a British passenger. The funeral took ptaday of four victims,
Mrs. Horseman, Miss Eckford, Capt. Mason and anehiap Airways
employee. The British Consul and other prominesidents attended. —
Reuter.

The cause of the crash was attributed to a ladkedfresulting in the simultaneous failure of &lfde engines.
Sanford states the inquiry’s findings stated thaskerwas due to the inaccuracy of the fuel gaugéshenover
rich settings of thearburettoteading to excessive fuel consumption.

Whilst searching Sanford’s book | discovered Cap¥lilson was not one of Imperial Airways more swstal
pilots having been involved in a number of incidamwhilst in command of the company’s aircraft.
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On 4th March 1933, while en route to Athens fromnex&ndria, his aircraft ran out of fuel and he hadiake

an emergency landing. The aircraft was found byrees Coastguard vessel and towed into Phaleron Bay,
Crete. On the 1st January 1935, whilst en router fkmepang to Darwin in command of the AW XAthena,

he again ran low on fuel sufficiently so that hel lagain to make a forced landing on Australia’¢nopast. A
third instance involvingAthenaoccurred on 29th September 1936 when startingettgines preparatory to
departure at Delhi for Australia the aircraft caiyte, resulting in the loss of the aircratft.

¥ -
R
The example above is one of the many covers thet veeovered from the crash site after being imatkis

the water for seven days. Following recovery, iswiied and forwarded to its destination, beingmately
delivered to an address in Melbourne. As can be, seleas lost one stamp: a 3d. making up the Isféd

References

Sanford, Kendall C. (2003Rir Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and Predecesgdrlines. The Stuart Rossiter
Trust Fund, Bristol, England.

Wingent, Peter (1999)Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern Rpuhe author, Winchester,
England.

Imperial Airways predecessors
Instone Airline

ByDuncan Crewe

This airline was set up by the
shipping and coal exporting firm
S.Instone and Co. Ltd. specifically
to fly its own staff and documents
between Cardiff, London and
Paris. The reason detre wa
explained by the Chairman, Si
Samuel Instone who informeg
shareholders thatWe had a fleet
of steamers, both our own and tim
chartered, which were costing
very large amount per day and i
was quite customary for thes
boats to arrive at north French
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ports a week or ten days before they could disahasging to the fact that the bills of lading haat arrived
owing to delays in the postBy flying the necessary documents ahead of thesskiye company was able to
save thousands of pounds in ship hire and demurfidgefirst service took place on 13 October 19t@nv
Frank Bernard piloted the company’s first aircrafH4A, to Paris. This is illustrated in Fig 1.

In February 1920 the company
decided to open up the service to the
public and on 30 April it took
delivery of the Vickers Vimy
Commercial, G-EASI, theCity of
London, shown in Fig. 2 The
aircraft attracted a great deal of
public attention and on 15 May the
company changed its operating
name to the Instone Air Line Ltd.
Like all the British private airlines it
struggled to compete with the
subsidised foreign airlines,
particularly on the London Paris
route and briefly ceased trading in
February 1921.

However, the decision by the British governmentffer its own subsidies saw services restartedlomarch.
During the course of 1922 the company issued umidio its staff, brought the DH 34 into service apeéned
up a service to Brussels. In October, in a re-degdion of the subsidies, Instone was withdrawmfi®aris
route and instead allocated the Brussels Colognée ralso taking over the mail flights to the Armay
Occupation from the RAF. As an experiment the Cadogervice was extended to Prague in the Autumn of
1923 but hopes of establishing a regular serviaedashed due to problems of getting overflyingptsgrrom
the Germans who were not signatories to the intiexmal agreement signed at Versailles in 1919. ddrapany
ceased all operations on 31 March 1924 prior tm#sger to form Imperial Airways the next day.

Instone Booklet for the London Paris service 1920
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Instone had been given a post
office contract in July 1920

which allowed mail to be carried

for the 2'2d. per oz. surface fee
and the 2d. per oz. air fee. This
cover was flown to Paris and
then sent on by rail.

In order to reduce competition
with other British airlines on the
London Paris service the
government revised the subsides
in October 1922 and Instone no
longer flew the route but instead
began to fly the Brussels
Cologne route.

Baggage label and passenger ticket for the Londonr@ssels route of Instone

R : BB . SERVICE BRUXELLES - LONDRES
ﬂ[ﬂﬁ[@[ﬂﬁmm M][L"_El INSTONE AIR LINE, m i}
hI‘RIA/L;Iﬂ.\H[ E LUXE. A
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The cover is correctly franked with the 3d per odace fee and the 4d per oz air fee.

Cover to Brussels addressed to Instone, flown by &VA August 1921.
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Instone timetable for the service to Cologne Octolel 922

INSTONE —
&

AIR
LINE . )

“THE QUICKEST

ROUTE TO

GERMANY."

Dhaily Transcontinental Air Service

- London -

VAL

Brussels - Cologne

With Train and Air connections to
ALL PARTS OF

CENTRAL EUROPE.

TIME TABLE.

London Brussels Cologne
DEP,
1.0

iRR. DEP,
13.30 14.00

iRR
15.30

All
Trains for Central
Leave Cologne between 18.56 and
21.14 and the Moaochines are
Scheduled to with
Full Information regard-

the Sleeping Car Express
Europe

connect
them.
ing these connections can be oh-
tained from the Company or the
Usual Agents, Passengers are
conveyed Free between Cologne
Aerodrome and Cologne Station

and vice tersd.

Cologne Brussels London
DEP.
10.00

ARR. DEP.
11,30 12.00

AR
14.30
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Press photograph of the first mail flight to Cologre October 1923

Cover to Germany flown to Cologne by Instone in Noember 1923
It is correctly franked with the 2%d per oz surféee and the 2d per oz air fee.

r_, V18 _ LONAG— L 0L0,510 o

BY AIR MAIL

” Herrn Ddwin W. Dusedau,
Leipziz-Gohlis, |
Garmisonsir.

AIR POST. s

5 FLU~™QST.
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Cover from Germany flown from Cologne to Croydon O¢ober 1923
Mail from the Army of Occupation handled througle #rmy post office was charged

1v%4d. per oz surface fee and 2d. per oz air feechhgges could be paid with British stamps.

Je

‘ZAC / /{{/ 4 {"ffzd'{/f?r/’
—/?‘J’Itfi{/
S/ )Zf“.r?. e 8

lzif;__ Fociel

Instone timetable for the proposed extension to Pgue November 1923

INSTONE
AIR
LINE .

“ROYAL

DAILY

Transcontinental Air Services

London
Brussels—Cologne
Prague

At rates eguivalent 1o
Ist class rall and boal fares.

i SR
LETE{-I{H'PE{!-‘I’-J

dmclagy

oo

..;u{'r. O, E.,_,,

Although a regualr service was not introduced
a few experiemtnal fligths to Prague did take
place using the Vickers Vulcan G-EBBL.

g & 2
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NOVEMBER, 1888, CANCELLING
enEvious ssmuss. TIME TABLE
LONDOR BRUSSELS COLDGNE EGER (CHEE) PRAGUE
Dept Depk. A | A Aer. Dept. A, | A
BetelVictain = Crowdow | Haren | Pabuce Hotl| Bickesdod | Bckesduet | 7 | Pt ghely |, Falsb
; ) £ 3 Panage Hald
DB.15 | 08.30 | 1245 1 | }
I Brussdis serviee temporarily fuspended owing ic E-n':g-'lin:r_ cperationy ou Asgodroms {
PRAGTE ECER {CHERE) COLDGHE BRUSSELS LONDON
'HI;' Diept. ] Disa Arr. . Dl Depi. | Dot Arr. ! Arr.
h-f#“; Khely hon | Sackeodorl wimw Harss Crepfes | Hadel Victerla
| { " I 10.00 i 14.00 E 14.45
* Full spuouncements regarding opeoing -:!l! service 1o Pragee. will be made in fhe Pres
| 55 so0n| &5 Erreafements are dompleted I
RoTE: Mechioes will only stop ol EcEr (CAEE) %o disewhbark passeogers for Eurlched awd Mardechud,
Foll delails of train conmeclicas wilh e places can be obluined from ihe Compsey or the nimal Adenis

Vickers Vulcan G-EBBL after a forced landing near Tonbridge en route from Belgium to Croydon

This photograph shows Sir
Samuel Instone with his co-
directors, pilots and staff on
the apron at Croydon posed
in front of DH34 G-EBBR
City of Glasgow.

The aircraft passed to
Imperial Airways on its
formation next day but was
destroyed by a fire at Ostend
in May 1924.
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Developing Airmindedness
By Duncan Crewe

One of the problems for Imperial Airways was thetaaf air travel in the 1920s which limited its &apto the
wealthy. In an attempt to develop a wider inteiestir travel the airline offered a number of spédiights
which are shown in the adverts below.

This probably dates to about 1930 as the 14 seatftiwould have been the HP W8b which were sadpp
1931. The 20 seater was the AW Argosy and the 8&sthe HP42W.
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P ARTY FLIGHTS

FOR PARTIES of
FOURTEEN or TWENTY PERSONS
FROM THE AIR PORT of LONDON (CROYDON)
AT ANY TIME DURING THE DAY
AT THE TOTAL
INCLUSIVE COST
of
10/6 PER PASSENGER

Orzanizers of Clubs and Societies will be interested to hear of the
new arrangements for Sample Flights made by Imperial Airways

PARTIES OF FOURTEEN OR TWENTY WILL BE:

(ay Called for at any convenient London address by Motor
Coach and driven to the Air Port of London.

(h) Taken on a conducted tour of the buildings of the Air Port

(e) Given a flicht of approximately ten mnutes duration in one
of Imperial Airways latest Air Liners
as used on the Continental and Empire Services.

{d) Taken back by Motor Coach to ther starting point.

When Parties provide their own transport,
the fare is ~[- per passenger

Arrangements for parties should be made in advance with:

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

_AIRWA":' TERMINUS
Continental artures)
ICTORIA STATION, OR
LONDON, S W. 1
{Telephone Victoria 2211)
OR AT A TRAVEL AGENCY.

1L a0 fam-TA /T /145

The offer of 14 and 20 seat aircraft again suggéstéate 1920s as these must refer to the HP W@alhee AW
Argosy respectively
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: TEA F LIGHTS
SE . TAKE PLACE EVERY
FRIDAY

LONDON | it

: AND

* | %
%

from the SUNDAY
AFTERNOON

From 14th June to 28th Sept.
1930, inclusive,

Cars from AIRWAYS HOUSE

2-30 p.m, 30 minutes’ cruise

over London in a triple-engined

“#Silver Wing "™ Air Liner, Tea

ing served during the flight,

Return to ATRWAYS HOUSE
about 4-30 p.m,

INCLUSIVE FARE

£2-2-0

PER PASSENGER

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
AIRWAYS HOUSE
CHARLES STREET

S.W.x

%‘ATnlcphnm: REGENT 7861 (Might and Day)

el o DG ol oo

Aol radialiale e teatoale e aleals .2 e D D R L D S o
TAATITAL 1I'I0m lﬂ.‘!ﬂn’l’l ALH Reﬂ

A rather more expensive offer was for Tea Flightsrd_ondon. Presumably aimed at potential middés<|
customers and wealthy tourists this leaflet wasddsn May 1930.



The interior of the booklet suggests that the aftdveing used was the AW Argosy which is illustchon the
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The Romance

of London from

the Air

The Tea Flights, which ifi past years have
won adﬁgad populmgﬂas being the most
unique certainly most delightful
manner of taiunof one's Afternoon Tea,
give indications of becoming as much an
wmstitution as Church Parade in Hyde Park.
The wvisitor to London finds his way
to Croydon nowadays as quickly as to

Westminster Abbey or Windsor Castle,
for the opportunity of being served with
Afternoon Tea while cruising leisurely
above the world’s greatest City, is something
too good to be passed over lightly,

The machines used are the triple-engined
“Silver Wing ™ d& Luxe Air Liners. The
experience is wholly delightful. A hurri-
S g et e Em’ e i
E imp s iant "plane lifts
revealing a miniature world of mfaordmar;;
neatness below. In a moment you are
heading for Imdnn,andmthacupoftﬂ:a
and biscuits on your lap, served mn true
Zl’v.‘.ﬂ_st:;an;:rmﬂt5 style by a Steward, are
enjoying the inexhaustible e of picking
out £amai]n1§r landmarks. %uqre, a
Imgﬂ mﬁ ISKEDILI.]‘]SE{J]I
and on the left lies the silver serpent of the
river spanned by its bridges from Battersea
to the Tower. Almost directly beneath,
St. Paul's raises its dome and golden
cross from amid the welter of City streets,
bt o= micrucorls Maite Bk gives
t of a microscopic )
one a glow of triumph when ﬁgy['xyng
untrammelled at nearly 100 m.p.h.

At length you 3
i ﬁf{ﬂf} “TEA FLIGHTS”
by | A chnmd
with regret, HE
Ihﬁ Air ort LUXURIGUSLY
appears far | FITTED “SILVER
below, small | WING "™ AIR
as a tennis | LJNERS USED
court, but | oyiue] ONDON
leaps ga‘n d CONTINENTAL
plane down If you enjoy your
Fently to a “Sample u;ﬂgh:t"
anding that | ask for a complete
borders on Time Table.
tameness. X

inside page along with descriptions of the towights to be seen on such a flight.
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Indian Aerophilatelists and the 1931
Imperial Airways First Experimental Flight to Austr alia
By Ed Wolf

In the December 2020 Gazette, Ed provided us wittoaderfully detailed account of acceptances os thi
flight. He has now sent me two appendices whietsaown below.

Appendix 1
Jal Cooper and Gordon Anstee comparisons:
Cooper Anstee Cooper
Description To Qty Qty Rupees
Karachi Allahabad ? 14 ?
Calcutta 75 72 25
Akyab ? ?
Rangoon ? 15 ?
Victoria Point ? ?
Singapore ? ?
Darwin ? ?
Aust Cities ? ?
Jodhpur Allahabad ? ?
Calcutta 25 25 50
Akyab ? ?
Rangoon ? ?
Victoria Point ? ?
Singapore ? ?
Darwin ? ?
Aust Cities ? ?
Delhi Allahabad ? 15
Calcutta 85 85 25
Akyab ? 15
Rangoon ? 15
Victoria Point ? ?
Singapore ? ?
Darwin ? ?
Aust Cities ? ?
Allahabad Calcutta 150 148 15
Akyab 6 6 150
Rangoon 35 32 50
Victoria Point 10 5 125
Singapore ? ?
Darwin ? ?
Aust Cities ? ?
Calcutta Akyab 35 32 50
Rangoon 230 168 10
Victoria Point 30 30 50
Singapore 60 57 30
Darwin 95 91 25
Aust Cities 130 15
Akyab Rangoon ? 25
Victoria Point ? ?
Singapore ? ?
Darwin ? ?
Aust Cities ? ?
Rangoon Victoria Point ? 1 ?
Singapore ? ?
Darwin ? ?
Aust Cities ? ?
966 781
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Appendix 2

When the mail finally landed in Australia, the gtibes and weights were recorded in the PMG Anmepbrt
for 1930-1931 as follows:-

Destinations for Items Net Weight Ibs. o0zs.
New South Wales 6,684 149 15 %,
Victoria 2,814 6143
Queensland 1,470 365

South Australia 695 17 10
Western Australia 781 17 10 %
Tasmania 228 52

Darwin 5 16 109

Total 13,188 298 9 1»

Indian Aerophilatelists and the 1931 1st Imperial Arways
Experimental Return Flight from Australia.
By Ed Wolf

Unlike their British counterparts, philatelists Australia had more time to prepare covers for & Bver
commercial flight from Australia back to the motlaeid and it showed in the quantity of mail beingrenthan
double the inward flight..

The first return mail on the Imperial experimerdatvice left Melbourne on April 23, 1931 carryingiwit the
mail from Victoria, South Australia and Tasmaniaklward the ANA Avro X VH-UMGSouthern Staflown

by P. Lynche-Blosse to Sydney’s Mascot airport.e Tdllowing day the mail was transferred to ANA AuX
VH-UNA Southern Suand the bagged together Sydney and New Zealandaah@éd to the payload carried to
Brisbane’s Archerfield airport by E.J. Stephens.

On April 25, 1931 the mail was transferred to Qarlidi61 Giant Moth VH-UJBApollo for its journey by
Captain Russell Tapp to Darwin via Charleville armhgreach with an overnight stop at Cloncurry. Hest
day through Camooweal and Daly Waters the airaraiited at Darwin on April 26th

At Darwin on Monday April 27th, the additional Damand Western Australia mail was added to theqzay/!
and the total transferred to Kingsford Smith’s Feklk.VII /3m VH-USU Southern Crossthat had arrived
from Timor on April 25 with the incoming First Expental mail. Some authors [1] claim that the r@ifcwas
ANA'’s asset, in reality it was Kingsford Smith’siyate property.

By the time of take-off on that Monday morning thevere 25 mail bags weighing 669 Ibs. on board. The
composition of the mail from the different varicstates was: -

ltems Net Weight
Ibs. oz.

NSW 8,700 178 15%
Victoria 8,575 175 14
Queensland 3,914 75 3Y
South Australia 2,506 55 2%
Western Australia 1,455 32 8l
Tasmania 264 7 14
Darwin 5,824 137 2
New Zealand 346 6 5

Total 31,584 669 1
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There is a discrepancy between these quantitiss@sied in the Postmaster General’'s (PMG) Annueddrt

for 1930-1931 and the numbers quoted by Douglask&vdP]. It appears that the PMG treated the 10 New
Zealand items for Athens and the 229 ordinary &bl registered New Zealand items for London as ote |
ignoring other New Zealand intended intermediateh sas Singapore (47 ordinary and 1 registered)g&an

(16 ordinary) and Calcutta (37 ordinary and 4 rieges).

The flight plan for the return journey commencedMvialbourne and the other Australian stops are ropat
for convenience. The Experimental flights finisteedl started at Darwin at the Australian end andDti in
India as its end point as far as Imperial Airwayaswoncerned as the rest of the route to Engladdhilheady

been established.

Actual Flight Plan based on cancellations on coversghted.

1931 Imperial 1st Experimental Return Flight

Arrive Place Depart Notes Aircraft Coy.
Melbourne Apr-23 Southern Star ANA
Apr-23 Sydney Apr-24 Overnight Southern Sun ANA
Apr-24 Brisbane Apr-25 Overnight Apollo Qantas
Apr-25 Charleville Apr-25 Apollo Qantas
Apr-25 Longreach Apr-25 Apollo Qantas
Apr-25 Cloncurry Apr-26 Overnight Apollo Qantas
Apr-26 Camooweal Apr-26 Apollo Qantas
Apr-26 Daly Waters Apr-26 Apollo Qantas
Apr-26 Darwin Apr-27 Overnight Southern Cross Charter
Apr-27 Koepang Apr-28 Overnight Southern Cross Charte
Apr-28 Rambang Apr-28 Southern Cross Charter
Apr-28 Soerabaja Apr-29 Overnight Southern Cross ©har
Apr-29 Batavia Apr-30 Overnight Southern Cross Charter
Apr-30 Singapore May-1 Overnight Southern Cross @hart
May-1 Alor Star May-2 Overnight Southern Cross Charte
May-2 Victoria Point May-2 Southern Cross Charter
May-2 Rangoon May-3 Overnight Southern Cross Charter
May-3 Akyab May-3 City of Karachi LA.L.
May-3 Calcutta May-4 Overnight City of Karachi I.A.L.
May-4 Allahabad May-5 Overnight City of Karachi ILA.
May-5 Delhi May-5 City of Baghdad I.S.A.S.
May-5 Jodhpur May-5 City of Baghdad I.S.A.S.
May-5 Karachi May-6 Overnight City of Baghdad .SSA.
May-6 Gwadur May-6 City of Baghdad I.LA.L.
May-6 Charbar May-6 City of Baghdad I.A.L.
May-6 Jask May-7 Overnight City of Baghdad I.LA.L.
May-7 Bushire May-8 Overnight City of Baghdad lLA.L.
May-8 Basra May-9 Overnight City of Baghdad I.LA.L.
May-9 Baghdad May-9 City of Baghdad LA L.
May-9 Gaza May-10 Overnight City of Baghdad I.LA.L.
May-10 Alexandria May-10 City of Athens I.A.L.
May-10*  Athens May-11 Overnight Train to Uskub Dadd?
May-12*  Belgrade May-13 Overnight City of Coventry ILA
May-13*  Budapest May-13 City of Coventry I.LA.L.
May-13*  Vienna May-14 Overnight City of Coventry 1A.
May-14*  Cologne May-14 City of Coventry I.LA.L.
May-14 Croydon City of Coventry I.A.L.

*Based on covers sighted to these destinations sswhang cancellations on arrival day.
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The mail from Australia was extensive, the majodfythe items being destined for England. Two \taeteof

envelopes,

one small the other larger were issyettifically for this flight by Imperial Airways e&c

describing the stopping places in detail. The snalf the two envelopes required the official cadioebe
applied on the reverse as there was insufficiemtréor it on the front.

—

) o, I H*
J_\_’? ROYAL MAIL

BY AIR MAIL |ZEafes La
o | T Aﬁ Wt &
"n‘ — %A?,/@/M v/

Hu]huume:*[vn].::_l-

h 2_3-41 .r’t .d""z" 5 ot il S /"’/

i ".

MELBOURMNE, HYﬂNE{Y. BRIEBANE, AN.A—BRISBANE, DARWIN, QANT.AS.
DARWIN, SINGAPORE,., RANGOON, CALCUTTA, DELHI, KARACHI, BASRA
BAGHDAD, ALEXANDRIA, LONDOMN, — IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD. AF (

Cachet on reverse, backstamped twice at Melboudn&2il correct rate at 1/11 plus 3d registration.

MELBOURNE, SYDNEY, BRISBANE, A.N.A ——BRISEANE, DARWIN. GAN T AS ——DARWIN, SHETPORE., MANGOD, CALCLFTTA,
DELHI. HARACH!, BASEA. DAGHDAD, ALEXANDRIA, LONOON, ——IMPERIAL-ATRWAYS LTD.
| — e

5 9 Home/edd. / >

& S
= I
1 3 Fasano

Mf T
YNERF Lowrs.

T WINBLEDON .

No backstamp on arrival in the UK receipt noted manuscript May 14, 1931. Cachet on front.
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Francis Field, the British aerophilatelic firm, hsgkcial envelopes printed as well.

' #JJ'&TH-& s FNGLAN
FIRST OFTICIAL AIR MAIL FLIGHT
T T =L
HHHEDHM-.‘JE:';‘__"%:?“ Lﬂﬂ:ﬂm

v el |
1 "'"."F:..u| I
%:’1 l'.l':-llll
————— —— ¢ 2=
i -

&

-

First Official Flight
AUSTRALIA - ENGLAND.

My B .’Rl_ﬂ“aﬂﬁh_.nlﬂu

‘.II.: .F*Iuru;l? ,-". F!t”‘ LEa I

T i e e ] o
: syt Difvial m;u "*?

= e
Cachet on front unusual comblnatlon for 1/11 ratel UK KGV to denote arrival May 15,1931.

Individuals also provided another means to prodaetion on the theme.

No concession for India only, still charged 1/11 bare overpald 1d. Backstamped Multan May 5,1931.
Other Australian covers are known to Madras, Kardrsian Gulf and Greece.
A special purple cachet was applied to most Austnahail prominently featuring the words Commonuwiealf

Australia and First Official Air Mail Flight, thetart and end points and the month and year bupeoific date.
No backstamp was applied at Croydon on arrival.
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| BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVIOM

&
IMPERIAL

JSTRAL

CFFICIAL

STEWART M.KINO ES7..
A3 MITGHE] GIREET,
Gl ARLDY

AIFWAYS

No cachet was applied to this Imperial Airways potional letter, 1d overpaid at 2d postage & 1/9radil fee.

FIRST ENGLAND-AUSTRALIA AIR MAIL

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

LARATE B

AIRW&YS HOUSE
Charles Sereet, Lower Regent Gi.
LONDOM, 5w, 1

Telaphane : Codes :

REGENT 7581 (5 lmes) BENTLET'S & LAT.A
: Telegrams ;
wIMPARLIM ™ LOMDON

SN0 AT JLENARTSIA, ARG e, ATHONY . BN, masa P nERAL, TR,
Fadhm, ERrRAT, TRECTE, GEWTIRST, SARY, KEFMCSl. CGAATDUM, IELsks,

N, R R T G, KT K April 1031,

Dear Bir:

Thie lotter 13 e
Justralin te Bagl Jomraoy which
by the fostost o & deyn. Ie
ia the firast of L LRATRL iphte belween

AMr Hail from

our sarmest hops theat In the nat tes far
B oy doveolop inte o regular weskly air mail ebgvics
India and Anstraldis whioh would fara part of tha

¥ for vnderstandi

deyalops i . coweglocatlon, and t 6 han
nover beak Fl opeady
pomnunl el i oneprovided h:.r glr to bring togg uainozs
comminltiss wnd peoplea of ths Empire and to ats ngth.:.-- gnd

saintain i1t posltlon among “he other mationa of the waorld.

I hopa that the speoinl enwelops contnining this Iskter
will garwe a8 Bo intsresting mouvenlr of the first Bopdre Afr
Mail betwoen Aunatralis end Orast Beltais,

ours faithfully,

Managing Dlrackor.

Though promising a 15 days delivery for the mai, teality was that it still took 18 days.
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1931 First Experimental from Australia to England flight path.
Some of the Indian destination mail prepared ferftight to England.

Melbourne Madras Multan Persian Gulf Croydon

Adelaide Karachi Croydon

Hobart Croydon

Perth Cairo

Sydney Croydon

Brisbane Croydon

Darwin Athens Croydon

Palembang Calcutta

Alor Star Cairo

Penang Meerut

Kuala Lumpur  Calcutta

Singapore Rangoon Calcutta Sialkot

Victoria Point  Rangoon  Akyab Calcutta Allahabad

Rangoon Akyab Calcutta Allahabad Delhi Jodhpur
Karachi Gwadur Jask Bushire Basra
Baghdad Cairo Athens Belgrade Budapest
Vienna Cologne Croydon

Akyab Calcutta Allahabad Croydon

Calcutta Allahabad Delhi Jodhpur Karachi Gwadur
Jask Bushire Basra Baghdad Gaza
Cairo Athens Belgrade Budapest Vienna
Cologne Croydon

Allahabad Delhi Jodhpur Karachi Gwadur Jask
Bushire Basra Baghdad Gaza Cairo
Athens Belgrade Budapest Vienna Cologne
Croydon

All the above are in the author’s possession atithe of writing.
1 __ KARACHT
Par -'h: ip= nd Gxpand Aip Mail"

Malbourne=Sydnsy-Brishana(A,N.A.) Bris-Darwin(Q.A.N.T.A.5.)
Tmperial Afrwa® Td)

Nar.-Sinmapars-Rangoon-talantta-Nalhi-Farachi(

- “--F-':"Ifl'ks* Tﬂ!!"?..-
sl P OF Al |' I|
MOy ."--JJ—T‘_Fl?_ﬂIl Io. 44, Dapot T.ines,
AUSTR —pNGLAND™
¥ARAQHT, I?'T'!}Tﬁ;

(EIRSTOFFICIAL MR MAIL FLIETT |

HE R LR
AUSER T e LN LA

i - e i1 \ -

HT  lemrrT Tk fapnil) Fo s

= Rlﬁiﬁﬁﬁw

Backstamped Karachi May 6, 1931, correct rate ateglstration, 2d postage and 1/9 airmail fee.

| BY AIR MAIL |

OM
=i

e

| paR A
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Like the incoming flight overseas individuals, ajaime proposed route, seized the opportunity tonsemorate
the return flight. The Indian philatelists were p@Ecounting for some 900 to London alone and amdtb12
along the route.

Mail from the Dutch East Indies is known to haveméown from Koepang to Batavia according to thedb
Catalogue [3]. A cover from Palembang posted oril 28, 1931 joined the flight at Singapore and \saast to
Indian philatelist Stephen Smith at Calcutta.

Ot g g
%‘H’ s -
. PR

Posted at Palembang (Sumatra) and badkstamped Rarday 3 and Calcutta May 8, 1931.

From the Malay Peninsula mail was directed to Sioga for the flight towards England with the marmipc
Singapore - Delhi added. Several covers are knammdian destinations such as Penang to MeerutlaKua
Lumpur to Calcutta, Singapore to Rangoon, CalartthSialkot.

An Alor Star Chas Griffith envelope posted on Apé8ltravelled south to Singapore and
was backstamped there on April 29 before joinirgSouthern Cross to go back through

Alor Star then to Cairo by 10 May 1931
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By Air Mail, Par Avion.
Via "Singapore DELET,

M/S. Stanley Litd.,
Kutchery Road,
Sialkots PUNJAB

INDIA,

Singapore to Sialkot (Punjab) backstamped Sialkidia§ 31.

At Singapore according to Douglas Walker [4], whasvwkeen on the NZ representation, 47 ordinary and 1
registered letter were dropped off and this alsuthed a few addressed to Penang all received Qh&p8il
Singapore backstamp and most had an official lextelling the virtues of New Zealand’s sunny skies.

At Alor Star on May 1, there was an overnight stopthe crew of theSouthern Cros&ut an early morning
departure caused 33 articles from Selangor andkRemaiss the flight with much embarrassment of Kieelah

Postal authorities [5]. It appears that the ideaesfding the letters early to Singapore had besase of good
luck. This event also indicates Kingsford SmitldsK of commercial sense. He was interested innggett the

end as fast as possible even if it meant somewaaiimissed.

At Victoria Point on May 2, Anstee [6] noted thalthough theSouthern Crosstopped there, no mail was
picked up as it had been sent in error by boatahieurs before the plane’s arrival. Covers had h@epared
by Indian philatelists Stephen Smith and Charlefiths used Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta pastds to
ensure they had a record of the flight. The sendmgr is confirmed by covers with the cancellatiéintoria
Paoint April 30, in plenty of time to catch the flij bearing the backstamp of Rangoon 13 May 198badh
the Southern Cros$iad passed through Rangoon on May 2-3. Other taamks on covers or cards include
Akyab 25 May, Calcutta 18 May and Allahabad 18 May.

3 J'Hr':"ﬁ _’1 AdLm hnl\,\

R T e T T TT T T o
A Souvenir from the Aero ¢
Philatelic Club of Calcutta to £ (

i

greet you on the occasion of h I}, {,;
the First Flight. f«{fu{ AV ( »ﬁ
r r
From ) J
HONORARY SECRETARY. "'l‘-' o ﬂfr)ﬁ f JLL-I

48, POLIOE HOSMITAL mOAD, ENTALLY.
CALCUTTA,

| Ak e

Rangoon was reached on May 2 where another ovérdmidihwas taken, and 27 New Zealand items are know
to have been dropped off. The local post office liegpa small rectangular cachet reading “First
Airmail/Burma-England” to the mail waiting to becgied up.
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EE———

PAR AVION
BY AIR
RANGOON - CALCUTTA.

R. C. Beaumont,

57, Elliott Road,

Calcutta.

L

Some covers show the incorrect cachet which was aiséhe inward flight to Australia
viz. “First Airmail/ Australia-Burma”. Rates were dnna internal postage, 3 annas airmail fee.

It was from Rangoon that the Indian philatelist ientown. Stephen Smith prepared covers for alidn stops
to Karachi then Athens and Croydon. He enhanceddisrs with a three line cachet applied afterehent
reading either “First Flight/By “SOUTHERN CROSS"HWUSU/Pilot Commander C. Kingsford Smith” in
green on covers to Akyab, or “First Flight from Awadia/By “SOUTHERN CROSS” to Akyab,/thence by “Cit
of Karachi” in purple for mail to Calcutta and loeyd. Smith claimed the following quantities fromrigaon.

Akyab 13, Calcutta 225, Allahabad 60, Delhi?, Jadg0, Karachi?, Athens 20 (these were the longehmp

created covers), Croydon 39.

On reverse additional 1 anna
postage, Smith signature and
backstamp Akyab 3 May 31.
Rates were 1 anna internal

3 R postage and 3 annas airmail fee.
A TD N . The green cachet applied

NCOON~

subsequenly.

B
NDA:
WORLD FLIERS
HALF-WAY HOUSE

FroMNANGOON . __
; . ToALLANABAD . _

P . Flight from Australia,

s WHERN CROBS" To Akyab, ¥ R

] . Oty Eagﬁi. 2 WA RTTE
On reverse additional 3 Anna externalffj
postage, Smith  signature and,  J § i "g/‘l? 'PM
backstamp Allahabad May 3. Thei'- | pdB A 2" AIR MAIL
purple cachet applied subsequently. ARG TFLIERS. ’4 LLAHABAD. o

HALF-WaAY HOUSE
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Charles Griffiths used his larger manilla envelopesited with the words “Experimental FIRST FLIGHT
AUSTRALIA INDIA ENGLAND ROUTE” to send examples ahgy the entire route covering all stops to
England including the European intermediate legs.

H.N. Kapur also used specially prepared standaedsmanilla envelopes depicting biplanes and thedsvo
“FIRST EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT/BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS.” With the actual route added in manuscript.
No doubt others also joined in the fun.

FIRST EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT
'BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS.

H N. KAF"UR
NEW DELHI, (Indin)

At Delhi, the 4 -line boxed cachet was applied wlth date May 4; actual arrival was on May 5.
Rate was 3 annas external postage and 3 annas kifeea

How many examples of each were produced is a maftteonjecture. It appears only Smith “kept a staite
the time. Smith’s quantities for items between ¢gam and Delhi:

Destinatiory | Rangoon Akyab | Calcutta| Allahabad Total
Akyab 13 13
Calcutta 225 42 267
Allahabad 60 25 142 227
Delhi ? 50 123 50 223
Total 730

Jal Cooper [7] contributed considerably with hidlpzation in 1942. Cooper's quantities for itenmetveen
Rangoon and Delhi:

Destinationp | Rangoon Akyab | Calcutta| Allahabad Total
Akyab 15 15
Calcutta 225 45 270
Allahabad 60 25 145 230
Delhi ? 50 123 50 223
Total 738

When we compare the quantities recorded by SmithGuoper for the intermediate stops between Rangoon
and Delhi, there is a discrepancy of only 8 iteds.Cooper compiled his lists in 1942, he would hhael
more information than that available to Smith whd His in 1932, so we can expect that his numbegs a
greater than Smith’s and so it turned out.
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John Pickering [8] states “between Rangoon andiP2J12 items were picked up at four places ofchHi6
were for Akyab, 272 for Calcutta, 173 for Allahabd84 for Delhi, 58 for Jodhpur and 1,439 for Kdvis&nd
beyond.”

The four places he mentions must have been Randdgmab, Calcutta and Allahabad. Thus, any mail from
Delhi, Jodhpur, and Karachi were not included iokBiing's count. Where he obtained his quantitiesadt
stated.

Pickering’s quantities for items between Rangoath Ralhi:

Destinationn | Rangoon Akyab | Calcutta| Allahabad Total
Akyab 16
Calcutta 272
Allahabad 173
Delhi 454
Total 915

Pickering quotes 16 for Akyab. Neither Smith noroer have any known quantity recorded for the Rango
to Delhi mail. If Pickering is correct with his Deltotal, then the Rangoon portion to Delhi was!231

It must be said that the totals between these thugleors is close other than Pickering's total Alahabad
being about 50 lower than Smith or Cooper.

Clearly we cannot arrive at an accurate figurevthegn placed in context with the overall mail leavhustralia

it can be seen that the Indian contribution of 3800 items was significant but still only aboufd.0f the mail
destined for England. It needs also be said that wicthe Indian mail was destined for other paftkidia and
only a small portion made it to England.

The Southern Crossompleted its journey westward on arriving at Akyan May 3,1931. Here the mail was
transferred to the waiting DH66 G-AARGity of Karachiwith Captain E.H. Atwood with additional mail from
Akyab added to the total.

Stephen Smith claimed the following quantities frékyab. 42 for Calcutta, 25 for Allahabad, 50 foelhi,
10 for Jodhpur, none stated for Karachi and 3%iaydon.

Again, these covers were later enhanced by Smithtive 3-line purple cachet reading

“VIA IMPERIAL AIRWAYS/1 $.EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT/AUSTRALIA TO ENGLAND".

The covers were also signed on the reverse by &tepith.

mmAKYAE -
rnG&LCUTTﬁ

[} { - ‘:_-.

e e iy -c.f'?"--'¥ -
o T TR

TINDA*

WORLD FLIERS

HALF-WAY HOUSE

2. T | BYAIR |

A Smith “creation” posted at Akyab 1 May 1931 wiitle 3-line cachet in purple added subsequently.
Rate was 3 anna external postage and 3 annas dife®so underpaid 2 annas.
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The next stop Calcutta on May 3 was of course tmehof both Smith and Griffiths so we could exdaager
guantities of mail being added here. New Zealand drapped at Calcutta consisted of 37 ordinary dnd
registered letters This was another overnight ftaatwood and his crew.

Smith’s addition to the mail is known at 142 foaklabad, 123 for Delhi, 44 for Jodhpur, 60 for Kdiia 30
for Athens (these were the long Imperial createdrs) and about 300 for Croydon.

On the covers that were returned to him, Smith ddde cachet in black subsequentirst Flight, Australia-
England City of Karachi’

PARFAVION

BY Al R

First Flight, Australia - Eugimd‘
“CITY OF KARACH[”

CAtevrTAa
TO

Jonurur ‘/

From ths

WELLESLEY DENTAL SURGERY
EMGLIEH OEMTISTE —

B21, Wellesley Sreat (Pam 8i snd r];_aﬂ PHR

Calcutta

Rate was 1 anna internal postage and 3 annas alrff@@j 1 anna return postage.
Note that the Jodhpur Aerodrome cancel now hasl#te slug in the correct alignment.

We do not have the number of covers created byfitBriir Kapur from Calcutta however on what hasrbee
sighted they would appear to have been much sntalerSmith’s.
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Griffiths had managed to get a quantity of the K@ anna brown Indian stamps with offset perforetio
and used these on the covers that he sent fronut@ato the intermediates on the way to England.
Rate was 1 anna internal postage and 3 annasildiemande 1 anna for return mail postage.

On Monday May 4 the flight continued to Allahabatiere an additional mail created by Stephen Smith an
Charles Griffiths awaited pick up and the crew oiginted.

Smith claimed 50 items to Delhi, 25 to Jodhpurt@8arachi and 72 for Croydon were loaded on board.
A two-line crude purple boxed cachet was appliciglapely on a cover addressed to the Liverpool Emgjla

based aerophilatelist John S. Davis reading “VIAPBRIAL AIRWAYS/ ALLAHABAD CROYDON” and
was signed on the reverse by Stephen Smith.

VIA [MPERTAT. ATRWAYS
_ALLAHABAD CROYDON

Rate was 3 annas external postage and 7 annas #ifeeato the UK.
A pencil manuscript records 132 items to Karachi &eyond on the reverse with Smith’s signature.

The following morning Tuesday May 5 the aircraft l&llahabad and arrived the same day at Delhi whbe
mail was transferred to the regular airliner DH6&EBMY City of BaghdadA cachet had been prepared but
the plane was a day late. Mail destined for Ddbglf received a purple boxed 4-line cachet reatiBST
AIR FLIGHT /AUSTRALIA-ENGLAND/DELIVERY/DELHI 4-5-31."

FIRST EXPERIMENTAL H.IEHT
=52, By IMPERIAL AIRWAYS. =

ENGLAN STRALIA '
N n-nu H. N. KAPUR,
NEW DELHI, (Indin)

Wlth only 3 annas franklng thls item is underpaydlbanna.
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As Delhi was the end of the regular run eastwands$niperial Airways, it appears not to have beensttered
part of the Experimental service by the Indian giist so there were no souvenir covers createdt for
subsequent stops but there were covers droppedonff) the entire route particularly by Chas Gtifit These
are useful for tracking the flight path.

There is some conjecture regarding the Europediopaf the journey to England. Based on coverhtsigj it
would appear that the route from Athens was Sadobik air, then by train to Uskub, where the Armsgro
Whitworth Argosy G-AAEJCity of Coventryflown by J.G. Percy picked up the mail and flewié Belgrade,
Budapest, Vienna and Cologne to Croydon. Thus, same aircraft opened and completed the First
Experimental service. There appears also to haea b delay between Athens and Croydon which héarso
not been explained.

A Chas Griffiths cover from Allahabad to Cologneal®three German cancellations one being the negula
Cologne backstamp dated 14 5 31, the second aepuagahet indicating further transmission by air and
Cologne Airmail cancellation with the altered da#e6.31 over the date of 15.6.31. the latter beimg month

out!
THE
AlIR MAIL AERO PHILATELIC CLUB OF CALCUTTA.
46, POLICE HOSFITAL ROAD,

ENTALLY, CALCUTTA.
EXPERIMENTAL — —

First ¢ o .
- Flightt < ° 1

F AR i _Clo POSTMASTER, S

INDILA < T A oy

ENGLAND _ _.1’- '3 _- l::3"'-‘”'.E](“’;""' -0 : : Fi
ROUTE. a : Je‘ .Jn,wci.uﬂ..

Franked with 13 annas worth of stamps the coveeappoverpaid but actually is correctly
rated with 3 annas external postage, 7 annas airfeai and 3 annas return postage.

So ends Imperial Airways first Experimental Airmagrvice from Australia. It was quite a task tocdiger
what happened in the latter portion of the retlight. Amazingly practically all sources skirt ovée issue and
go from Athens to Croydon without any mention ofawloccurred in between. The interpretation of the
evidence is clearly open to be challenged, all centsare welcome.
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Appendix 1
Gordon Anstee article published in “India Post I'\tan about April 1968.

AUSTRALTA to ENGLAND 23rd April, 193 = s -

On the 23rd April 1931, the first return mail from Australia left
Malbowne and after picking up the New Zealand mails at Sydney on the Zhth
laft with L67lbs of mail far Brishans. Hars the Qussnsiand Air Mail Service
took aver and carried tha mail to Darwin.

On the 27th, Commander Kingsford=-Smith took delivery of the mail and
carrisd {t on the "Scuthern Cross" to loapang from whare hs continued his
flight wia Sarrabaym, Singapore, Victoria Point and Arrived at Rangeon an
the avening of the 2nd May.

(n the Srd he continued his flight to Akyab where hs made over the
mails to N/M. Attwood, Pilot of the Imperial Airways Air Liner tha '"City
of Karachi", The Air Liner arrived in Calcutta at 2,4 p.n. on the Ird,
and deliversd over to the postal authorities 1Y bs l2ozs. of mail ,
conaisting of 649 Litems, registared and ordinary mail, made up s follows:—

Darwin ta Calcutta 20 {items
Briabans to Caleutta 252 items
Hal baurne to Calocutta 110 items
Rangoon to Calcutta 225 itema
Alcyah to Caleutta 42 {tems

At Helbourns & cachet wasg appliod (see Type 5] In violet.

The "City of Karachi" laft Calcutta on the morning of the 4th, and
flaw ta Allshabad where, after dalivery and picking up some mail, she
continued har journsy to Delhi, arriving thers tha same journey. Hera
it connected with the regular service and reached London on May Lbth,

From Calcutta the following mail was picked up for stages as

follows:=-
Caleutta to All ahabad 142 items
Caloutta to Dal hi 123 itema
Calocutta to Jodhpur s i temn
Caloutta o Karachi

(ipcluding covers addrsssad
to places putside India) 549 {items

It should be noted that al though the "Southern Crosza" atopped At
Victoria Point on the return trip of the First Experimental Flight fio
malls were picked up for Calcutta or elsawhere. This was dus to an
ovarsight on the part of the Postmaster who had sent the mailsz by boat a
few hours before the arrival of the plane.

Covers and cards carried on the Burma and Indian atagas of the First
Exparimental Flight:-

Rangoon (whare a mmall boxed cachet (ses Typs 6) in viclet wvas used
and a groen cachet (see Type 7) and alss a purple cachet
(see Type B).
to Akyab; Calcuttaj Allahabad; Dalhi, Jodhpur
and Karachi alse to Gwadur; Jaak; Bushirej
Ba=ra; Baghdad; Gaza; Cairoj Athens;
Bolgrade; Budapast; Viemna; Cologne and
Croydon.

Akyah (whars a cachet as per Type 10 was applied in vialet)
to Calcutta; Allahabad; Delhij Joedhpurj
- Karachi and to Croydon.

Calcutta (where a cachet as per Type 11 was applied Ln black)
to Allahabad; Delhi; Jodhpur and Earachi and
to Owadur{ Jasl; Bushire; Baghdad; Gazaj
Caira; Athens; Balgrade; Budapest; Viennaj
Cologne and Croydon and alaso to Khartous;
Kampala; Kisiwnu and Mwanza.

Allahsbad (whare a cachet as per Type 12 was applied in vielat)
to Dolhi; Jodhpur and Karachi and to Geadurj
Jasle; Bushire; Basra; Baghdad; Gaza; Cairo;
Athens: Bal grade; Budapeat; Viermaj
Cologne and Croydon.

At Dalhi & boxed cachat (sea Type 9) was applied.
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VIA TMPERIAL ATRWAYS,

1st. EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT
ENGLAND TO AUSTRALIA.

Typa .

IMPERIAL AlRWays
LT

LONDON -AUSTRALIA
AlR MAIL
FIRST FLIGHT

Ty?n 4,

First Flight, dusévalia - England,

"CITY OF KARACHL"

Typa I1.

First Flight from Anstralia,
By "SOUTEERN CROSS" To Akyab,
thence by” City of Karachi.

Type 8,

VIA IMPERIAL ATRWAYS,
Ist. EXPERIMENTAL EFLIGHT
AUSTRALIA, 1O ENGLAND

Typa 10.

FIRST AIRMAIL

FIRST AIRMAIL
BURMA-AUSTRALIA

EUROPE-BURMA

Type 2. Trpe 3
"“1___Jfﬁ;__k___f___
E?GHWEA oF Als§
CDMLLUE.T RBL G ANDUIA
FIAST AIRMALL !| FIRST OFFICIAL AIRMAIL FUIGHT

BURMA-ENGLAND | g
)%

Typa &.

g First Flight.
By “SOUTHERN CROSS" VH-UST.
Pilot. Commander C. Kingsford Smith,

Type 7.

VIA IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
ALLAHABAD CROYDON

Typell.

L NS FIRST AIR FLICHT
i LT MR T e
e AUSTRALIA - ENGLAND
PN MET 1931 2% DELIVERY
Y e, AR B
NN+ < DELHI 4-5-3I.

Typa 9,
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Appendix 2

Jal Cooper, Stephen Smith & Gordon Anstee compasisa 1st Experimental West
1st
Experimental '42
West Price
Cooper Smith Anstee Cooper
Description To Qty Qty Qty Rupees
Rangoon Akyab 15 13 100
Calcutta 225 225 225 10
Allahabad 60 60 25
Delhi ? ? 15
Jodhpur 30 30 15
Karachi ? ? ?
Athens 20 20 75
Croydon ? 39 ?
Akyab Calcutta 45 42 45 50
Allahabad 25 25 50
Delhi 50 50 25
Jodhpur 10 10 75
Karachi ? ?
Croydon 40 39 :
Calcutta Allahabad 145 142 142 10
Delhi 123 123 123 10
Jodhpur 45 44 44 50
Karachi 60 60 30
Athens 30 30 50
Croydon 300 300 10
Allahabad Delhi 50 50 30
Jodhpur 25 25 50
Karachi 60 60 25
Croydon ? 72 ?
1358 1459
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A South African parcel sent at the E.A.M.S. letterate
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Following one of our Zoom meetings which includeditem on air mail parcels, Duncan sent me the walus
parcel piece below. Posted during the period efEAMS, when only first class mail (letters anddsarwas
carried by air, the sender was charged the 1%2d4pe. letter rate and the parcel was flown touti€.

Imperial Airways
the African connection
The London South African
service
Hegistered heavy weight
parcel fromt switched to
airmail and flawn from

Durhban at the Empire All Up
rate April 1939

This  parcel  was  originally
intended  for  transmission
surface mail but Steamer has
been crossed through and Air
added in marescrpt atong with
37 to indicate the cost, This
shows the item to have weighed
13 ozs charged at 26 x the | 4
d per !4 oz rate. The extra 4d
paid the mgistration fee. The
item left Durban on 9 April on
board Covdelio which flew it to
Sisumu, There (Ciree took aver
angd  operated  through o
Southampton  arriving on 14
Apnl.
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Laurence Kimpton’s new book details

Laurence sent me the following details:

CONTENTS
Introduction
Chapter 1  Airmail via PAA’s North Pacific Sergi¢FAM 14) from Hong Kong
to San Francisco, 1937-1941

Chapter 2 Airmail via PAA’s South Pacific ServigeAM 19) from Auckland
to San Francisco, 1938-1941

Chapter 3  Mail by Sea across the Pacific withv&na Air Transport, 1942-1945

Chapter 4  Survey Flights, Special Flights and Ml Trans-Pacific Military
Services, 1939-1945

Chapter 5. Restoration and Development of Trasfie Services, 1945-1951

Appendices (including Australian trans-Pacificains-Atlantic airmail rates) and index

The book is a revised and considerably expandesioreof articles inAir Mail News,with much additional
information and many more illustrations. Much mooasideration is given to incoming mail and maitremsit
through Australia. Content also includes mail whigds sent across the Pacific to USA or Canada ipyastd
then forwarded by air to Europe. Also, the subjeas been extended to consider mail carried on guand
other special flights, American forces mail and testoration and development of trans-Pacific sew/ifrom
Australia in the immediate post war period.

144 pages, over 220 illustrations (almost all ilobag, A4, laminated card cover.

Price: £20.00. Order from Laurence Kimpton |.j.gion@blueyonder.co.uk
20, Greytree Crescent, Dorridge, Solihull. B93 88hited Kingdom

Postage within UK: £3.50 (first class). Paymenbhpk transfer, £ Sterling cheque or by Paypal {detgK
only).
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19 December 2020

Nick Guy

Duncan Crewe
Nick Arrow

Terry Hare-Walker
Laurence Kimpton
Bob Clark

John Berridge
Peter Wingent

23 January 2021
Laurence Kimpton

Christopher Cooksey

Duncan Crewe
Sue Burn
Bob Clark
Peter Wingent

18 February 2021

Mike Stephenson
Sue Burn

Duncan Crewe
Nick Guy
Laurence Kimpton
Terry Hare-Walker
Bob Clark

Peter Wingent

27 March 2021

Duncan Crewe
Laurence Kimpton
Peter Wingent
Bob Clark

Nick Guy

Sue Burn

Terry Hare-Walker

17 April 2021
Sue Burn

Laurence Kimpton
Duncan Crewe
Peter Wingent
Bob Clark

15 May 2021
Duncan Crewe

Bob Clark

Ed Wolf

Peter Wingent
Laurence Kimpton
Sue Burn

For the record ~ our Zoom meetings
By Peter Wingent

- Nyasaland air mail before the RANA feedervice.
- The Luxeuil crash.

- 1-2-3-2-1

- IW79.

- BOAC trans-Atlantic mail by G#a%. Clyde.
- First Horseshoe service NEL1.

- 1931 Christmas flight.

- AN3 &AS3,4&5.

- First flight to India.
- First flights to Eastern fpero
- Challenger crash.
- Centaurus flight to New Zealand.
- Disruption in June 1940.
- |A services Sept. 1939 to June 1940

- |A miscellany.
- TEAL 1939 — 1940, part 1.
- Waddon aerodrome.
- WWII East African mail, part 1.
- Cairo — Baghdad, 1927 — 1929.
- Pathfinder Bennett & Mercury.
- Horseshoe reserve routes.
- Parcels by air.

- ABCof IA.

- Covers flown on IA London — Kamaservice, 1929 — 1930.

- Zanzibar, 1931 — 1932.

- lA services to/from New Zealand 1929930.
- WWII East African mail, part 2.

- TEAL 1939 — 1940, part 2.

- Major Carroll and the Old Cartran.

- TEAL part 3
- Early airmails across the Middé&st.
- 1930 IA Cyprus experimental flights.

- Denmark and Sweden, connectiorts fifAfrica services.

- N2z flights 1930 — 1931.

- LA forerunners — Handley Page.

- London — Karachi service 1929: firdermediate flights.

- London — Karachi and Perth — Adelaidevee 1929.
- Aéro Club du Katanga feeder senii®82-1935.

- North Atlantic covers, 1937-1939

- Tasman Sea crossings ~ rise of thegflyoat.

(Sue’s PDF contains 106 slides and thus has mwtagrcontent than was included

in her Zoom display. Recommended viewing!)



