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Editorial 
 
I wonder if, like me, you are getting used to our new world of Zoom meetings.  They have much merit given 
that we are able to put faces to names which we would not have been able to do otherwise and I hope you will 
agree with me that the meetings have been very enjoyable with some fantastic covers shown, accompanied by 
very knowledgeable descriptions and stories.  We seem to have a regular attendance of around fifteen, which is 
wonderful considering that, as a group, we have never met since those happy days at Stan and Mary’s house. 
 
In the early months of 2021 I was concerned that this Gazette would be very empty because I had received only 
John Symons City of Khartoum article.  Fortunately, ever-reliable Duncan Crewe sent me two excellent articles 
full of fascinating ephemera and covers and then Ed Wolf came up trumps with the second installment of the 
I.A. experimental flight to Australia.  So thank you to all three of you for your contributions.  I suspect that 
producing Zoom displays is distracting people from writing articles but please remember that I rely on all of 
you to fill the pages of the Gazette, so please try to send me something, no matter how small, for the December 
Gazette. 
 
Laurence Kimpton has clearly put his 
time in lockdown to good use by 
writing a new book.  He says that the 
only mention of Imperial Airways in it 
is the survey flight of Centaurus to 
New Zealand, the TEAL trans-Tasman 
service and the ambition of Imperial 
Airways  to develop a trans-Pacific 
service. Never-the-less, I am sure there 
will be plenty of interest for many of 
us. 
 
Details of the content and how to 
obtain a copy are given on page 34. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope you all keep safe and well and 
perhaps start getting out and about in 
the not too distant future. 
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The City of Khartoum disaster 
 

By John C. Symons 
 
On 28th December 1935 the Imperial Airways’ airliner HP42W Heracles flight number IE405 departed from 
Croydon Airport on the first leg of the service to Australia, ultimate destination Brisbane. Following arrival in 
Paris passengers and cargo disembarked and continued by rail to Brindisi were a second transfer took place to 
the two Short Bros. “Calcutta” flying boats City of Stonehaven and City of Khartoum from where the two 
aircraft departed for Corfu on 31st December and the overnight stop at Alexandria later that day. As the City of 
Khartoum approached Alexandria all three engines of the aircraft shut down and it plunged into the sea 1¾ 
miles short of its touch down point and immediately sank, resulting in the death of nine passengers and three 
crew members. Captain V.G.Wilson, the pilot, and two passengers were rescued some five hours later by the 
destroyer HMS Brilliant . By New Years Day 1936 news of the serious accident was widely published 
throughout Britain, one example is the following transcript from the Swindon Evening Advertiser. This is 
followed by a brief cutting of the funeral that took place in Egypt of a number of the passengers and a crew 
member. The source of this latter newspaper cutting is not known. 
 

EVENING ADVERTISER 

WILTSHIRE'S ONLY DAILY DAILY NEWSPAPER 

No. 17,840  SWINDON, WEDNESDAY, 1 JANUARY 1936 0NE PENNY 

AIRLINER CRASHES: 12 PERSONS DEAD 
MACHINE FALLS 
INTO THE SEA. 

PILOT THE ONLY SURVIVOR: 
DAY AND NIGHT SEARCH BY 

'PLANES & DESTROYERS. 
 
Mediterranean Disaster. 

TWELVE persons are feared to have lost their lives as the result of the wrecking of the Imperial Airways 
liner City of Khartoum in the Eastern Mediterranean yesterday evening, about a mile and a half from the 
entrance to Alexandria Harbour. 

With the exception of the disaster to the City of Liverpool at Dixmude, Belgium, in March, 1933, when 17 
people were killed, this is the biggest tragedy which has so far occurred to the Imperial Airways fleet. 

Desperate efforts were made all through the night and again today by destroyers, other vessels and aircraft to 
pick up any survivors when it became apparent that a serious accident had taken place, but only the pilot, Capt. 
Wilson, has so far been found. 

CREW AND PASSENGERS. 

THE liner had left Mirabella, Crete, and had wirelessed that she was winding in the aerial preparing to land at 
Alexandria at 5.20 G.M.T. 
 

A landing party was got ready there at 5.35, but no more messages came through, and it was decided to send 
out a destroyer and another Imperial Airways liner in an effort to locate the missing plane. 

A Reuter message from Cairo states that the wreckage has now been located four miles south-west of 
Alexandria. 

The names and addresses of the crew are given as: 

Wireless Operator H. J. A. Baker, single; mother lives at Bankside, Deepdene drive, Dorking. 

Steward H. C. Richardson, single, Queensland Road, Boscombe, Bournemouth.. 

Flight Engineer W. J. Amor, single; mother lives at Mill lane, West Hampstead, 

The pilot lives at Alexandria. 
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LIST OF PASSENGERS. 

Imperial Airways issue the following list of passengers with “all reserve:" 

Captain R Mason (British). 
Mr. A. J. Buckman (British). 
Mr. C. Luke (American). 
Mr. W. G. Wellsteed (British). 
Miss Eckford (British). 
Mrs. A. F. Horseman (British), 
Mr. A. L. Garrett British). 
Mr. Rastall (British), and 
Mr. Tartaglione (Italian). 

Captain V. G. Wilson. the rescued pilot, had an exciting experience last January when he was piloting the 
Imperial Airways liner Athena. After being delayed by a storm over the Timor Sea he made a forced landing in 
a swamp. The liner was supplied with oil by a rescue ‘plane and reached Darwin in safety. 

A friend of Captain Wilson at Croydon airport said to a reporter: 

“I have known Capt. Wilson for many years and was a colleague of his on the Eastern service. 
“He is married, and I believe has been in Alexandria for some years. 
“A very capable pilot he is quiet in disposition and well liked in the flying service.” 

Mr. Wilson, who is 33, is a native of Stockport. He was apprenticed to Messrs. A. V. Roe and Co. Ltd. and 
served in the R.A.F. marine aircraft at home and in Iraq, and as instructor from 1919 until 1930, since when he 
has been a pilot with Imperial Airways. He holds a navigator's (2nd class) licence. 
 

BROTHER'S PREVIOUS ESCAPE. 

Amor, engineer on the City of Khartoum, joined Imperial Airways. He was formerly an engineer with the 
Iraq Petroleum Company. He had been out of England for some years, and had made his home in Alexandria. 
Amor’s brother, H.C.Amor, also an engineer with Imperial Airways, had a narrow escape from death in 1929 
when the liner City of Jerusalem crashed at Jask, Persia. Three men were killed but Amor and the wireless 
operator, both of whom received burns, climbed out of the machine. 

The steward, Richardson, served with the Army in Egypt and later joined Imperial Airways there. 

Baker, the telegraphist had been with Imperial Airways for a number of years; and up to recently been 
operating from Croydon. 

City of Khartoum was built in 1928 in Rochester, Kent.. A three (remainder of the report missing from original 
cutting). 
 

A brief report of the funeral of a number of those killed in the crash from an unknown newspaper: 
 

AIR VICTIMS' FUNERAL. 

British Consul Attends at Alexandria. 

ALEXANDRIA, Saturday. 

It is now ascertained that the unidentified body recovered yesterday 
from the wrecked air liner City of Khartoum was that of Capt. Reginald 
Mason, a British passenger. The funeral took place today of four victims, 
Mrs. Horseman, Miss Eckford, Capt. Mason and an Imperial Airways 
employee. The British Consul and other prominent residents attended. — 
Reuter. 

 
The cause of the crash was attributed to a lack of fuel resulting in the simultaneous failure of all three engines. 
Sanford states the inquiry’s findings stated the crash was due to the inaccuracy of the fuel gauges and the over 
rich settings of the carburettor leading to excessive fuel consumption. 
 
Whilst searching Sanford’s book I discovered Captain Wilson was not one of Imperial Airways more successful 
pilots having been involved in a number of incidents whilst in command of the company’s aircraft. 
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On 4th March 1933, while en route to Athens from Alexandria, his aircraft ran out of fuel and he had to make 
an emergency landing. The aircraft was found by a Greek Coastguard vessel and towed into Phaleron Bay, 
Crete. On the 1st January 1935, whilst en route from Koepang to Darwin in command of the AW XV Athena, 
he again ran low on fuel sufficiently so that he had again to make a forced landing on Australia’s north coast. A 
third instance involving Athena occurred on 29th September 1936 when starting the engines preparatory to 
departure at Delhi for Australia the aircraft caught fire, resulting in the loss of the aircraft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The example above is one of the many covers that were recovered from the crash site after being immersed in 
the water for seven days. Following recovery, it was dried and forwarded to its destination, being ultimately 
delivered to an address in Melbourne. As can be seen, it has lost one stamp: a 3d. making up the 1s 3d rate. 

 

References 

Sanford, Kendall C. (2003), Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and Predecessor Airlines. The Stuart Rossiter 
Trust Fund, Bristol, England. 

Wingent, Peter (1999), Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern Route, the author, Winchester, 
England. 
 
 

Imperial Airways predecessors 
Instone Airline  

 

ByDuncan Crewe 
 
This airline was set up by the 
shipping and coal exporting firm 
S.Instone and Co. Ltd. specifically 
to fly its own staff and documents 
between Cardiff, London and 
Paris. The reason d’etre was 
explained by the Chairman, Sir 
Samuel Instone who informed 
shareholders that “We had a fleet 
of steamers, both our own and time 
chartered, which were costing a 
very large amount per day and it 
was quite customary for these 
boats to arrive at north French  
 
 

Fig. 1 
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ports a week or ten days before they could discharge, owing to the fact that the bills of lading had not arrived 
owing to delays in the post.” By flying the necessary documents ahead of the ships, the company was able to 
save thousands of pounds in ship hire and demurrage. The first service took place on 13 October 1919 when 
Frank Bernard piloted the company’s first aircraft, a DH4A, to Paris. This is illustrated in Fig 1. 
 

In February 1920 the company 
decided to open up the service to the 
public and on 30 April it took 
delivery of the Vickers Vimy 
Commercial, G-EASI, the City of 
London, shown in Fig. 2. The 
aircraft attracted a great deal of 
public attention and on 15 May the 
company changed its operating 
name to the Instone Air Line Ltd. 
Like all the British private airlines it 
struggled to compete with the 
subsidised foreign airlines, 
particularly on the London Paris 
route and briefly ceased trading in 
February 1921. 

However, the decision by the British government to offer its own subsidies saw services restarted on 21 March. 
During the course of 1922 the company issued uniforms to its staff, brought the DH 34 into service and opened 
up a service to Brussels. In October, in a re-organisation of the subsidies, Instone was withdrawn from Paris 
route and instead allocated the Brussels Cologne route, also taking over the mail flights to the Army of 
Occupation from the RAF. As an experiment the Cologne service was extended to Prague in the Autumn of 
1923 but hopes of establishing a regular service were dashed due to problems of getting overflying rights from 
the Germans who were not signatories to the international agreement signed at Versailles in 1919. The company 
ceased all operations on 31 March 1924 prior to its merger to form Imperial Airways the next day. 
 

Instone Booklet for the London Paris service 1920 
 

Fig. 2 
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Instone had been given a post 
office contract in July 1920 
which allowed mail to be carried 
for the 2½d. per oz. surface fee 
and the 2d. per oz. air fee. This 
cover was flown to Paris and 
then sent on by rail. 
 
In order to reduce competition 
with other British airlines on the 
London Paris service the 
government revised the subsides 
in October 1922 and Instone no 
longer flew the route but instead 
began to fly the Brussels 
Cologne route. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baggage label and passenger ticket for the London Brussels route of Instone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Instone DH 34 at Brussels airport 
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Cover to Brussels addressed to Instone, flown by SNETA August 1921. 
The cover is correctly franked with the 3d per oz surface fee and the 4d per oz air fee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Instone timetable for the service to Cologne October 1922 
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Press photograph of the first mail flight to Cologne October 1923 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cover to Germany flown to Cologne by Instone in November 1923 
It is correctly franked with the 2½d per oz surface fee and the 2d per oz air fee. 
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Cover from Germany flown from Cologne to Croydon October 1923 
Mail from the Army of Occupation handled through the Army post office was charged 

1½d. per oz surface fee and 2d. per oz air fee. The charges could be paid with British stamps. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instone timetable for the proposed extension to Prague November 1923 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although a regualr service was not introduced 
a few experiemtnal fligths to Prague did take 

place using the Vickers Vulcan G-EBBL. 
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Vickers Vulcan G-EBBL after a forced landing near Tonbridge en route from Belgium to Croydon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Press photograph taken on 31 March 1924, prior to the Imperial Airways merger next day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This photograph shows Sir 
Samuel Instone with his co-
directors, pilots and staff on 
the apron at Croydon posed 
in front of DH34 G-EBBR 
City of Glasgow. 
The aircraft passed to 
Imperial Airways on its 
formation next day but was 
destroyed by a fire at Ostend 
in May 1924. 
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Developing Airmindedness 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
One of the problems for Imperial Airways was the cost of air travel in the 1920s which limited its appeal to the 
wealthy. In an attempt to develop a wider interest in air travel the airline offered a number of special flights 
which are shown in the adverts below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This probably dates to about 1930 as the 14 seat aircraft would have been the HP W8b which were scrapped in 
1931. The 20 seater was the AW Argosy and the 38 seater the HP42W. 
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The offer of 14 and 20 seat aircraft again suggests the late 1920s as these must refer to the HP W8b and the AW 
Argosy respectively. 
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A rather more expensive offer was for Tea Flights over London. Presumably aimed at potential middle class 
customers and wealthy tourists this leaflet was issued in May 1930. 
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The interior of the booklet suggests that the aircraft being used was the AW Argosy which is illustrated on the 
inside page along with descriptions of the tourist sights to be seen on such a flight. 
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Indian Aerophilatelists and the 1931  
Imperial Airways First Experimental Flight to Austr alia 

 

By Ed Wolf 
 
In the December 2020 Gazette, Ed provided us with a wonderfully detailed account of acceptances on this 
flight.  He has now sent me two appendices which are shown below. 
 
Appendix 1 
 

Jal Cooper and Gordon Anstee comparisons: 
 

  Cooper  Anstee  Cooper 
Description To Qty  Qty  Rupees 

Karachi Allahabad ?  14  ? 
 Calcutta 75  72  25 
 Akyab ?    ? 
 Rangoon ?  15  ? 
 Victoria Point ?    ? 
 Singapore ?    ? 
 Darwin ?    ? 
 Aust Cities ?    ? 

Jodhpur Allahabad ?    ? 
 Calcutta 25  25  50 
 Akyab ?    ? 
 Rangoon ?    ? 
 Victoria Point ?    ? 
 Singapore ?    ? 
 Darwin ?    ? 
 Aust Cities ?    ? 

Delhi Allahabad ?    15 
 Calcutta 85  85  25 
 Akyab ?    15 
 Rangoon ?    15 
 Victoria Point ?    ? 
 Singapore ?    ? 
 Darwin ?    ? 
 Aust Cities ?    ? 

Allahabad Calcutta 150  148  15 
 Akyab 6  6  150 
 Rangoon 35  32  50 
 Victoria Point 10  5  125 
 Singapore ?    ? 
 Darwin ?    ? 
 Aust Cities ?    ? 

Calcutta Akyab 35  32  50 
 Rangoon 230  168  10 
 Victoria Point 30  30  50 
 Singapore 60  57  30 
 Darwin 95  91  25 
 Aust Cities 130    15 

Akyab Rangoon ?    25 
 Victoria Point ?    ? 
 Singapore ?    ? 
 Darwin ?    ? 
 Aust Cities ?    ? 

Rangoon Victoria Point ?  1  ? 
 Singapore ?    ? 
 Darwin ?    ? 
 Aust Cities ?    ? 
  966  781   
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Appendix 2 
 

When the mail finally landed in Australia, the quantities and weights were recorded in the PMG Annual report 
for 1930-1931 as follows:-  
 

Destinations for  Items      Net Weight lbs. ozs.  
 

New South Wales  6,684    149 15 ¾  
Victoria   2,814    61 4 ¾  
Queensland   1,470     36 5 ½  
South Australia     695     17 10  
Western Australia     781     17 10 ½  
Tasmania     228       5 2  
Darwin 5       16      10 9  
Total   13,188    298 9 ½ 
 
 
 

Indian Aerophilatelists and the 1931 1st Imperial Airways 
Experimental Return Flight from Australia. 

 

By Ed Wolf 
 
Unlike their British counterparts, philatelists in Australia had more time to prepare covers for the first ever 
commercial flight from Australia back to the motherland and it showed in the quantity of mail being more than 
double the inward flight.. 
 
The first return mail on the Imperial experimental service left Melbourne on April 23, 1931 carrying with it the 
mail from Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania on board the ANA Avro X VH-UMG Southern Star flown 
by P. Lynche-Blosse to Sydney’s Mascot airport.  The following day the mail was transferred to ANA Avro X 
VH-UNA Southern Sun and the bagged together Sydney and New Zealand mail added to the payload carried to 
Brisbane’s Archerfield airport by E.J. Stephens. 
  
On April 25, 1931 the mail was transferred to Qantas DH61 Giant Moth VH-UJB Apollo for its journey by 
Captain Russell Tapp to Darwin via Charleville and Longreach with an overnight stop at Cloncurry. The next 
day through Camooweal and Daly Waters the aircraft arrived at Darwin on April 26th.  
 
At Darwin on Monday April 27th, the additional Darwin and Western Australia mail was added to the payload 
and the total transferred to Kingsford Smith’s Fokker F.VII /3m VH-USU Southern Cross, that had arrived 
from Timor on April 25 with the incoming First Experimental mail. Some authors [1] claim that the aircraft was 
ANA’s asset, in reality it was Kingsford Smith’s private property. 
 
By the time of take-off on that Monday morning there were 25 mail bags weighing 669 lbs. on board. The 
composition of the mail from the different various states was: - 

 
 

   Items   Net Weight 
      lbs. oz. 
 

NSW     8,700               178 15½  
Victoria   8,575   175 14 
Queensland   3,914     75  3½ 
South Australia  2,506     55  2½ 
Western Australia  1,455     32  8½  
Tasmania      264       7       14  
Darwin    5,824    137  2 
New Zealand      346        6  5 
Total              31,584    669  1 
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There is a discrepancy between these quantities as supplied in the Postmaster General’s (PMG) Annual Report 
for 1930-1931 and the numbers quoted by Douglas Walker [2]. It appears that the PMG treated the 10 New 
Zealand items for Athens and the 229 ordinary and 106 registered New Zealand items for London as one lot, 
ignoring other New Zealand intended intermediates such as Singapore (47 ordinary and 1 registered), Rangoon 
(16 ordinary) and Calcutta (37 ordinary and 4 registered). 
 
The flight plan for the return journey commenced in Melbourne and the other Australian stops are mentioned 
for convenience. The Experimental flights finished and started at Darwin at the Australian end and had Delhi in 
India as its end point as far as Imperial Airways was concerned as the rest of the route to England had already 
been established. 

Actual Flight Plan based on cancellations on covers sighted. 
 

  1931 Imperial 1st Experimental Return Flight  

 Arrive  Place Depart  Notes Aircraft Coy. 

  Melbourne Apr-23  Southern Star ANA 

 Apr-23 Sydney Apr-24 Overnight Southern Sun ANA  

 Apr-24 Brisbane Apr-25 Overnight Apollo Qantas 

 Apr-25 Charleville Apr-25  Apollo Qantas 

 Apr-25 Longreach Apr-25  Apollo Qantas 

 Apr-25 Cloncurry Apr-26 Overnight Apollo Qantas 

 Apr-26 Camooweal Apr-26  Apollo Qantas 

 Apr-26 Daly Waters Apr-26  Apollo Qantas 

 Apr-26 Darwin Apr-27 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 Apr-27 Koepang Apr-28 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 Apr-28 Rambang Apr-28  Southern Cross Charter 

 Apr-28 Soerabaja Apr-29 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 Apr-29 Batavia Apr-30 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 Apr-30 Singapore May-1 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 May-1 Alor Star May-2 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 May-2 Victoria Point May-2  Southern Cross Charter 

 May-2 Rangoon  May-3 Overnight Southern Cross Charter 

 May-3 Akyab May-3  City of Karachi I.A.L. 

 May-3 Calcutta May-4 Overnight City of Karachi I.A.L. 

 May-4 Allahabad May-5 Overnight City of Karachi I.A.L. 

 May-5 Delhi May-5  City of Baghdad I.S.A.S. 

 May-5 Jodhpur May-5  City of Baghdad I.S.A.S. 

 May-5 Karachi May-6 Overnight City of Baghdad I.S.A.S. 

 May-6 Gwadur May-6  City of Baghdad I.A.L. 

 May-6 Charbar May-6  City of Baghdad I.A.L. 

 May-6 Jask May-7 Overnight City of Baghdad I.A.L. 

 May-7 Bushire May-8 Overnight City of Baghdad I.A.L. 

 May-8 Basra May-9 Overnight City of Baghdad I.A.L. 

 May-9 Baghdad May-9  City of Baghdad I.A L. 

 May-9 Gaza May-10 Overnight City of Baghdad I.A.L. 

 May-10 Alexandria May-10  City of Athens I.A.L. 

 May-10* Athens May-11 Overnight Train to Uskub Delayed? 

 May-12* Belgrade May-13 Overnight City of Coventry I.A.L. 

 May-13* Budapest May-13  City of Coventry I.A.L. 

 May-13* Vienna May-14 Overnight City of Coventry I.A.L. 

 May-14* Cologne May-14  City of Coventry I.A.L. 

 May-14 Croydon   City of Coventry I.A.L. 

*Based on covers sighted to these destinations and assuming cancellations on arrival day. 
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The mail from Australia was extensive, the majority of the items being destined for England. Two varieties of 
envelopes, one small the other larger were issued specifically for this flight by Imperial Airways each 
describing the stopping places in detail. The smaller of the two envelopes required the official cachet to be 
applied on the reverse as there was insufficient room for it on the front. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cachet on reverse, backstamped twice at Melbourne 20 April correct rate at 1/11 plus 3d registration. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No backstamp on arrival in the UK receipt noted via manuscript May 14, 1931. Cachet on front. 
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Francis Field, the British aerophilatelic firm, had special envelopes printed as well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cachet on front unusual combination for 1/11 rate, ½d UK KGV to denote arrival May 15,1931. 
 

Individuals also provided another means to produce variation on the theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No concession for India only, still charged 1/11 but here overpaid 1d. Backstamped Multan May 5,1931. 
 
Other Australian covers are known to Madras, Karachi, Persian Gulf and Greece.  
 
A special purple cachet was applied to most Australian mail prominently featuring the words Commonwealth of 
Australia and First Official Air Mail Flight, the start and end points and the month and year but no specific date. 
No backstamp was applied at Croydon on arrival. 
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No cachet was applied to this Imperial Airways promotional letter, 1d overpaid at 2d postage & 1/9 airmail fee. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Though promising a 15 days delivery for the mail, the reality was that it still took 18 days. 
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1931 First Experimental from Australia to England flight path. 
 

Some of the Indian destination mail prepared for the flight to England. 
 

Melbourne Madras  Multan  Persian Gulf Croydon  
Adelaide Karachi Croydon 
Hobart Croydon 
Perth Cairo  
Sydney Croydon  
Brisbane Croydon 
Darwin Athens  Croydon 
Palembang Calcutta 
Alor Star Cairo 
Penang Meerut 
Kuala Lumpur Calcutta 
Singapore Rangoon  Calcutta Sialkot  
Victoria Point Rangoon Akyab Calcutta Allahabad 
Rangoon Akyab Calcutta  Allahabad Delhi Jodhpur  
 Karachi Gwadur Jask Bushire Basra  
 Baghdad Cairo Athens Belgrade Budapest  
 Vienna Cologne Croydon 
Akyab Calcutta Allahabad Croydon 
Calcutta Allahabad Delhi  Jodhpur Karachi Gwadur 
 Jask Bushire Basra  Baghdad Gaza 
 Cairo Athens Belgrade Budapest Vienna 
 Cologne Croydon 
Allahabad Delhi  Jodhpur Karachi Gwadur Jask   
 Bushire Basra  Baghdad Gaza Cairo   
 Athens   Belgrade Budapest Vienna Cologne  
 Croydon 

 

All the above are in the author’s possession at the time of writing. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Backstamped Karachi May 6, 1931, correct rate at 3d registration, 2d postage and 1/9 airmail fee. 
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Like the incoming flight overseas individuals, along the proposed route, seized the opportunity to commemorate 
the return flight. The Indian philatelists were busy accounting for some 900 to London alone and another 1512 
along the route. 
 
Mail from the Dutch East Indies is known to have been flown from Koepang to Batavia according to the Dutch 
Catalogue [3].  A cover from Palembang posted on April 23, 1931 joined the flight at Singapore and was sent to 
Indian philatelist Stephen Smith at Calcutta. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Posted at Palembang (Sumatra) and backstamped Rangoon May 3 and Calcutta May 8, 1931. 
 

From the Malay Peninsula mail was directed to Singapore for the flight towards England with the manuscript 
Singapore - Delhi added. Several covers are known to Indian destinations such as Penang to Meerut, Kuala 
Lumpur to Calcutta, Singapore to Rangoon, Calcutta and Sialkot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Alor Star Chas Griffith envelope posted on April 28 travelled south to Singapore and 
was backstamped there on April 29 before joining the Southern Cross to go back through 

Alor Star then to Cairo by 10 May 1931. 
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Singapore to Sialkot (Punjab) backstamped Sialkot 6 May 31. 
 
At Singapore according to Douglas Walker [4], who was keen on the NZ representation, 47 ordinary and 1 
registered letter were dropped off and this also included a few addressed to Penang all received the 30 April 
Singapore backstamp and most had an official label extolling the virtues of New Zealand’s sunny skies. 
 
At Alor Star on May 1, there was an overnight stop for the crew of the Southern Cross but an early morning 
departure caused 33 articles from Selangor and Perak to miss the flight with much embarrassment of the Kedah 
Postal authorities [5]. It appears that the idea of sending the letters early to Singapore had been a case of good 
luck. This event also indicates Kingsford Smith’s lack of commercial sense. He was interested in getting to the 
end as fast as possible even if it meant some mail was missed. 
 
At Victoria Point on May 2, Anstee [6]  noted that although the Southern Cross stopped there, no mail was 
picked up as it had been sent in error by boat a few hours before the plane’s arrival. Covers had been prepared 
by Indian philatelists Stephen Smith and Charles Griffiths used Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta postcards to 
ensure they had a record of the flight. The sending error is confirmed by covers with the cancellation Victoria 
Point April 30, in plenty of time to catch the flight, bearing the backstamp of Rangoon 13 May 1931 although 
the Southern Cross had passed through Rangoon on May 2-3. Other backstamps on covers or cards include 
Akyab 25 May, Calcutta 18 May and Allahabad 18 May. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rangoon was reached on May 2 where another overnight halt was taken, and 27 New Zealand items are known 
to have been dropped off. The local post office applied a small rectangular cachet reading “First 
Airmail/Burma-England” to the mail waiting to be picked up.  
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Some covers show the incorrect cachet which was used on the inward flight to Australia 
viz. “First Airmail/ Australia-Burma”. Rates were 1 anna internal postage, 3 annas airmail fee. 

 
It was from Rangoon that the Indian philatelist went to town. Stephen Smith prepared covers for all Indian stops 
to Karachi then Athens and Croydon. He enhanced his covers with a three line cachet applied after the event 
reading either  “First Flight/By “SOUTHERN CROSS” VH-USU/Pilot Commander C. Kingsford Smith” in 
green on covers to Akyab, or “First Flight from Australia/By “SOUTHERN CROSS” to Akyab,/thence by “City 
of Karachi”  in purple for mail to Calcutta and beyond. Smith claimed the following quantities from Rangoon. 
Akyab 13, Calcutta 225, Allahabad 60, Delhi?, Jodhpur 30, Karachi?, Athens 20 (these were the long Imperial 
created covers), Croydon 39. 

 
On reverse additional 1 anna 
postage, Smith signature and 
backstamp Akyab 3 May 31.  
Rates were 1 anna internal 
postage and 3 annas airmail fee. 
The green cachet applied 
subsequenly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On reverse additional 3 Anna external 
postage, Smith signature and 
backstamp Allahabad May 3. The 
purple cachet applied subsequently. 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2021 (Issue 59)         25 
 
 

Charles Griffiths used his larger manilla envelopes printed with the words “Experimental FIRST FLIGHT 
AUSTRALIA INDIA ENGLAND ROUTE” to send examples along the entire route covering all stops to 
England including the European intermediate legs. 
 
H.N. Kapur also used specially prepared standard sized manilla envelopes depicting biplanes and the words 
“FIRST EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT/BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS.” With the actual route added in manuscript. 
No doubt others also joined in the fun. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At Delhi, the 4 -line boxed cachet was applied with the date May 4; actual arrival was on May 5. 
Rate was 3 annas external postage and 3 annas airmail fee. 

 
How many examples of each were produced is a matter of conjecture. It appears only Smith “kept a score” at 
the time.  Smith’s quantities for items between Rangoon and Delhi: 
 

Destination↓ Rangoon Akyab Calcutta Allahabad Total 

Akyab 13       13 

Calcutta 225 42     267 

Allahabad 60 25 142   227 

Delhi ?  50 123 50 223 

Total         730 
 

Jal Cooper [7] contributed considerably with his publication in 1942.  Cooper’s quantities for items between 
Rangoon and Delhi: 

 

Destination↓ Rangoon Akyab Calcutta Allahabad Total 

Akyab 15       15 

Calcutta 225 45     270 

Allahabad 60 25 145   230 

Delhi ?  50 123 50 223 

Total         738 
 

When we compare the quantities recorded by Smith and Cooper for the intermediate stops between Rangoon 
and Delhi, there is a discrepancy of only 8 items. As Cooper compiled his lists in 1942, he would have had 
more information than that available to Smith who did his in 1932, so we can expect that his numbers are 
greater than Smith’s and so it turned out. 
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John Pickering [8] states “between Rangoon and Delhi, 2,412 items were picked up at four places of which 16 
were for Akyab, 272 for Calcutta, 173 for Allahabad, 454 for Delhi, 58 for Jodhpur and 1,439 for Karachi and 
beyond.”  
 
The four places he mentions must have been Rangoon, Akyab, Calcutta and Allahabad. Thus, any mail from 
Delhi, Jodhpur, and Karachi were not included in Pickering’s count. Where he obtained his quantities is not 
stated. 
 
Pickering’s quantities for items between Rangoon and Delhi: 
 

Destination↓ Rangoon Akyab Calcutta Allahabad Total 

Akyab         16 

Calcutta         272 

Allahabad         173 

Delhi         454 

Total         915 
 

Pickering quotes 16 for Akyab. Neither Smith nor Cooper have any known quantity recorded for the Rangoon 
to Delhi mail. If Pickering is correct with his Delhi total, then the Rangoon portion to Delhi was 231! 
It must be said that the totals between these three authors is close other than Pickering’s total for Allahabad 
being about 50 lower than Smith or Cooper.  
Clearly we cannot arrive at an accurate figure but when placed in context with the overall mail leaving Australia 
it can be seen that the Indian contribution of say 2,500 items was significant but still only about 10% of the mail 
destined for England. It needs also be said that most of the Indian mail was destined for other parts of India and 
only a small portion made it to England. 
 
The Southern Cross completed its journey westward on arriving at Akyab on May 3,1931. Here the mail was 
transferred to the waiting DH66 G-AARY City of Karachi with Captain E.H. Atwood with additional mail from 
Akyab added to the total.  
 
Stephen Smith claimed the following quantities from Akyab.  42 for Calcutta, 25 for Allahabad, 50 for Delhi, 
10 for Jodhpur, none stated for Karachi and 39 for Croydon.  
Again, these covers were later enhanced by Smith with the 3-line purple cachet reading 
“VIA IMPERIAL AIRWAYS/1 st.EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT/AUSTRALIA TO ENGLAND”. 
 
The covers were also signed on the reverse by Stephen Smith. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Smith “creation” posted at Akyab 1 May 1931 with the 3-line cachet in purple added subsequently. 

Rate was 3 anna external postage and 3 annas airmail fee so underpaid 2 annas. 
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The next stop Calcutta on May 3 was of course the home of both Smith and Griffiths so we could expect larger 
quantities of mail being added here. New Zealand mail dropped at Calcutta consisted of 37 ordinary and 4 
registered letters This was another overnight stay for Atwood and his crew.  
 
Smith’s addition to the mail is known at 142 for Allahabad, 123 for Delhi, 44 for Jodhpur, 60 for Karachi, 30 
for Athens (these were the long Imperial created covers) and about 300 for Croydon.  
 
On the covers that were returned to him, Smith added the cachet in black subsequently “First Flight, Australia-
England, City of Karachi.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rate was 1 anna internal postage and 3 annas airmail fee, 1 anna return postage. 
Note that the Jodhpur Aerodrome cancel now has the date slug in the correct alignment. 

 
We do not have the number of covers created by Griffith or Kapur from Calcutta however on what has been 
sighted they would appear to have been much smaller than Smith’s. 
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Griffiths had managed to get a quantity of the KGV one anna brown Indian stamps with offset perforations  
and used these on the covers that he sent from Calcutta to the intermediates on the way to England. 
 Rate was 1 anna internal postage and 3 annas airmail fee ande 1 anna for return mail postage. 
 
On Monday May 4 the flight continued to Allahabad where an additional mail created by Stephen Smith and 
Charles Griffiths awaited pick up and the crew overnighted.  
 
Smith claimed 50 items to Delhi, 25 to Jodhpur, 60 to Karachi and 72 for Croydon were loaded on board. 
 
A two-line crude purple boxed cachet was applied privately on a cover addressed to the Liverpool England 
based aerophilatelist John S. Davis reading “VIA IMPERIAL AIRWAYS/ ALLAHABAD CROYDON” and 
was signed on the reverse by Stephen Smith. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rate was 3 annas external postage and 7 annas airmail fee to the UK. 
A pencil manuscript records 132 items to Karachi and beyond on the reverse with Smith’s signature. 

 
The following morning Tuesday May 5 the aircraft left Allahabad and arrived the same day at Delhi where the 
mail was transferred to the regular airliner DH66 G-EBMY City of Baghdad. A cachet had been prepared but 
the plane was a day late. Mail destined for Delhi itself received a purple boxed 4-line cachet reading “FIRST 
AIR FLIGHT /AUSTRALIA-ENGLAND/DELIVERY/DELHI 4-5-31.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With only 3 annas franking this item is underpaid by 1 anna. 
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As Delhi was the end of the regular run eastwards for Imperial Airways, it appears not to have been considered 
part of the Experimental service by the Indian philatelist so there were no souvenir covers created for it or 
subsequent stops but there were covers dropped off along the entire route particularly by Chas Griffiths. These 
are useful for tracking the flight path. 
 
There is some conjecture regarding the European portion of the journey to England. Based on covers sighted it 
would appear that the route from Athens was Salonika by air, then by train to Uskub, where the Armstrong 
Whitworth Argosy G-AAEJ City of Coventry flown by J.G. Percy picked up the mail and flew it via Belgrade, 
Budapest, Vienna and Cologne to Croydon. Thus, the same aircraft opened and completed the First 
Experimental service.  There appears also to have been a delay between Athens and Croydon which has so far 
not been explained. 
 
A Chas Griffiths cover from Allahabad to Cologne bears three German cancellations one being the regular 
Cologne backstamp dated 14 5 31, the second a purple cachet indicating further transmission by air and a 
Cologne Airmail cancellation with the altered date 14.6.31 over the date of 15.6.31. the latter being one month 
out! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Franked with 13 annas worth of stamps the cover appears overpaid but actually is correctly 
rated with 3 annas external postage, 7 annas airmail fee and 3 annas return postage. 

 
So ends Imperial Airways first Experimental Airmail service from Australia. It was quite a task to discover 
what happened in the latter portion of the return flight. Amazingly practically all sources skirt over the issue and 
go from Athens to Croydon without any mention of what occurred in between. The interpretation of the 
evidence is clearly open to be challenged, all comments are welcome. 
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Appendix 1  
 

Gordon Anstee article  published in “India Post “Vol.1 in about April 1968. 
 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2021 (Issue 59)         31 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



32         June 2021 (Issue 59)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

Appendix 2 
 

Jal Cooper, Stephen Smith & Gordon Anstee comparisons on 1st Experimental West 
 

  

1st 
Experimental 
West             

'42 
Price 

    Cooper   Smith   Anstee   Cooper 

Description To Qty   Qty   Qty   Rupees 

Rangoon Akyab 15   13       100 

  Calcutta 225   225   225   10 

  Allahabad 60   60       25 

  Delhi ?   ?       15 

  Jodhpur 30   30       15 

  Karachi  ?   ?       ? 

  Athens 20   20       75 

  Croydon ?   39       ? 

Akyab  Calcutta 45   42   45   50 

  Allahabad 25   25       50 

  Delhi 50   50       25 

  Jodhpur 10   10       75 

  Karachi ?   ?       ? 

  Croydon 40   39       ? 

Calcutta Allahabad 145   142   142   10 

  Delhi 123   123   123   10 

  Jodhpur 45   44   44   50 

  Karachi 60   60       30 

  Athens 30   30       50 

  Croydon 300   300       10 

Allahabad Delhi 50   50       30 

  Jodhpur 25   25       50 

  Karachi 60   60       25 

  Croydon ?   72       ? 

                  

    1358   1459         
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A South African parcel sent at the E.A.M.S. letter rate 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
Following one of our Zoom meetings which included an item on air mail parcels, Duncan sent me the unusual 
parcel piece below.  Posted during the period of the EAMS, when only first class mail (letters and cards) was 
carried by air, the sender was charged the 1½d. per ½ oz. letter rate and the parcel was flown to the U.K. 
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Laurence Kimpton’s new book details 
 

 
Laurence sent me the following details: 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Introduction                                          
  
 
Chapter 1    Airmail via PAA’s North Pacific Service (FAM 14) from Hong Kong  
            to San Francisco, 1937-1941                   
 
Chapter 2  Airmail via PAA’s South Pacific Service (FAM 19) from Auckland  
   to San Francisco, 1938-1941                    
 
Chapter 3    Mail by Sea across the Pacific with Onward Air Transport, 1942-1945           
 
Chapter 4  Survey Flights, Special Flights and Mail via Trans-Pacific Military  
   Services, 1939-1945                      
 
Chapter 5.   Restoration and Development of Trans-Pacific Services, 1945-1951              
 
Appendices (including Australian trans-Pacific / trans-Atlantic airmail rates) and index  
              
 
The book is a revised and considerably expanded version of articles in Air Mail News, with much additional 
information and many more illustrations. Much more consideration is given to incoming mail and mail in transit 
through Australia. Content also includes mail which was sent across the Pacific to USA or Canada by ship and 
then forwarded by air to Europe. Also, the subject has been extended to consider mail carried on survey and 
other special flights, American forces mail and the restoration and development of trans-Pacific services from 
Australia in the immediate post war period. 
 
 
 
144 pages, over 220 illustrations (almost all in colour), A4, laminated card cover. 
 
Price: £20.00. Order from Laurence Kimpton  l.j.kimpton@blueyonder.co.uk 
20, Greytree Crescent, Dorridge, Solihull. B93 8SL, United Kingdom 
 
Postage within UK: £3.50 (first class). Payment by bank transfer, £ Sterling cheque or by Paypal (outside UK 
only). 
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For the record ~ our Zoom meetings 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
19 December 2020: 
 

Nick Guy - Nyasaland air mail before the RANA feeder service. 
Duncan Crewe - The Luxeuil crash. 
Nick Arrow - 1 – 2 – 3 – 2 – 1 
Terry Hare-Walker - IW79. 
Laurence Kimpton - BOAC trans-Atlantic mail by Clare & Clyde. 
Bob Clark - First Horseshoe service NE1. 
John Berridge - 1931 Christmas flight. 
Peter Wingent - AN3 & AS3, 4 & 5. 
 
23 January 2021: 
 

Laurence Kimpton - First flight to India. 
Christopher Cooksey - First flights to Eastern Europe. 
Duncan Crewe - Challenger crash. 
Sue Burn - Centaurus flight to New Zealand. 
Bob Clark - Disruption in June 1940. 
Peter Wingent - IA services Sept. 1939 to June 1940. 
 
18 February 2021: 
 

Mike Stephenson - IA miscellany. 
Sue Burn - TEAL 1939 – 1940, part 1. 
Duncan Crewe - Waddon aerodrome. 
Nick Guy - WWII East African mail, part 1. 
Laurence Kimpton - Cairo – Baghdad, 1927 – 1929. 
Terry Hare-Walker - Pathfinder Bennett & Mercury. 
Bob Clark - Horseshoe reserve routes. 
Peter Wingent - Parcels by air. 
 
27 March 2021: 
 

Duncan Crewe - ABC of IA. 
Laurence Kimpton - Covers flown on IA London – Karachi service, 1929 – 1930. 
Peter Wingent - Zanzibar, 1931 – 1932. 
Bob Clark - IA services to/from New Zealand 1929 – 1930. 
Nick Guy - WWII East African mail, part 2. 
Sue Burn - TEAL 1939 – 1940, part 2. 
Terry Hare-Walker - Major Carroll and the Old Carthusian. 
 
17 April 2021: 
Sue Burn - TEAL part 3 
Laurence Kimpton - Early airmails across the Middle East. 
Duncan Crewe - 1930 IA Cyprus experimental flights. 
Peter Wingent - Denmark and Sweden, connections with IA Africa services. 
Bob Clark - NZ flights 1930 – 1931. 
 
15 May 2021: 
Duncan Crewe - I.A. forerunners – Handley Page. 
Bob Clark - London – Karachi service 1929: first intermediate flights. 
Ed Wolf  - London – Karachi and Perth – Adelaide service 1929. 
Peter Wingent - Aéro Club du Katanga feeder service, 1932-1935. 
Laurence Kimpton - North Atlantic covers, 1937-1939. 
Sue Burn - Tasman Sea crossings ~ rise of the flying boat. 

(Sue’s PDF contains 106 slides and thus has much greater content than was included 
in her Zoom display. Recommended viewing!) 


