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Editorial 
 
Welcome to another issue of the Gazette which I hope will provide you with some pleasurable reading to help 
while away the hours in these difficult times.  I also hope, of course, that you are all keeping well and are able 
to stay moderately fit during our various forms of confinement. 
 
I am pleased to say this is a nice large issue consisting of 33 pages.  As always there is a wide variety of topics 
and, again as always, we are all indebted to the few who have sent me material.  This time our thanks go to John 
Symons, Nick Arrow, Duncan Crewe and Laurence Kimpton. 
 
Duncan has produced a major article which, so far as I can see, covers every aspect of the Imperial Airways’ 
Bermuda ~ U.S.A. service and includes a dazzling display of not only covers but also all sorts of supporting 
material.  In short, everything you need to know about the service. 
 
Nick Arrow has raised some important questions about the treatment of mail to Italy carried on the first 
northbound flight from Cape Town.  Please send me any additional material and/or your thoughts or theories 
relating to this for inclusion in the December issue. 
 
I was pleased that Laurence was able to, as he put it, partially answer a question posed by Bill Legg and on this 
point, please send me not only your questions but also any comments or corrections relating to articles. I find it 
surprising that I receive an almost negligible response after I send out a Gazette but notice that in the journals of 
other societies, in every issue there are a number of letters containing all sorts of comments. 
 
Laurence has also brought to light the existence of another rare and important handstamp thanks to his making 
contact with a collector in New Zealand and swopping some information.  
 
John Symons has featured a cover to H.M.S. Sussex, unusual in itself, which has some interesting and subtle 
variations to other similar ones known.  I will use this example of featuring a single item to appeal to others 
among you to consider writing a short piece about perhaps one of your favourite covers and what you have 
discovered about it.  We all have such covers so please consider making a contribution of just a page or so.  
 
In addition to the Gazette itself, I will send another PDF in a separate email, which will contain a bonus of 24 
pages comprising what I always refer to as “The Bertram Report.”  It is a document which I found and copied in 
the British Postal Museum & Archive and was written in 1932 by F.G.L. Bertram, who at the time was Deputy 
Director of Civil Aviation. 
 
Bertram was a passenger on the first southbound flight to Cape Town (AS47). The first ten pages consist of a 
quite detailed record of observations he made and meetings he attended at all the places on the route.  This is 
followed by six pages of a detailed diary of the flight which includes times and days of arrival and departure, 
the aircraft and pilots on each stage and events effecting the flight.  You will see on page 9 of this issue a table I 
prepared which compares the data relating to AS47 from various sources and one column is headed “Bertram.” 
Where there are differences between the sources, I consider the Bertram diary to be correct because he was on 
the flight.  The remaining pages are very detailed interim reports which are very informative.  I hope you find 
the report useful but, be warned: it prompted me to rewrite a number of my first flight sheets!  
 
I am intending to send this edition by email rather than posting discs, which I 
hope will meet with your approval.  It will have to be in PDF form because it has 
a smaller file size than the Word version, which exceeds the 25 Mb limit of my 
email provider.  If this causes problems to any of you, please just let me know 
and I will happily send you a disc. 
 
 
 
Picture on right: Flying Over Africa. It is very old but I hope it will give you a 
chuckle if you haven’t seen it before. 
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Air mail from Ascension Island carried by Imperial Airways 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
This magazine is now in its twenty seventh year and this is the first time that covers from Ascension Island have 
appeared in its pages.  They are here because I received an email from Wilf Vevers, owner of the covers, with 
scans of them which are shown in figures 1 and 2. Wilf asked how they might have travelled from South Africa 
to the U.K. and how Imperial Airways services operated at the time.  I am most grateful to Wilf for allowing me 
to feature these very unusual items in the Gazette.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
 
Both covers are datestamped 25 March 1938. Unfortunately, there are neither transit nor arrival datestamps on 
the reverse.  Presumably there were no air mail labels available at the Ascension Post Office, hence the 
manuscript instructions for air mail via Cape Town, which we have to assume were followed. 
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My first task was to discover how the covers travelled from 
Ascension Island to Cape Town and to do this I turned to the 
ever-reliable ‘Mails and Shipping’ column in “The Times” 
newspaper. The listing of ‘Outward Mails’ (figure 3) showed 
that the next ship to Ascension was the Union-Castle steamer 
Gloucester Castle, operating the once-monthly ‘Round Africa’ 
service, sailing from London on 11 March 1938. As she would 
continue to Cape Town, I hoped I would discover that her 
departure from Ascension would be after the date the covers 
were posted there.  
 
I was in luck because, as shown in figure 4, “The Times” 
recorded that Gloucester Castle sailed from Ascension on 26 
March, the day after the covers were posted, and another return 
(figure 5) recorded that she arrived at Cape Town on 5 April. 
 

Figure 3. “The Times,” 8 March 1938. Figure 4. “The Times,” 29 March 1938. 
 

It is at this point that documentary evidence 
ends and so I can only provide the itinerary for 
the remainder of the covers’ journey based on 
the hope that the South African postal services 
forwarded them via the fastest connections. 
 

 Figure 5. “The Times,” 7 April 1938. 
 
After arrival at Cape Town on 5 April, the covers should have been flown on the 6th to Johannesburg by South 
African Airways which at this time operated a daily service. From there, another South African Airways service 
should have carried them the next morning to Lourenço Marques to connect with Imperial Airways service 
DN81.  The S.A.A. service departed Jo’burg. at 06.05 and arrived Lourenço Marques at 08.20. The I.A. flying 
boats were scheduled to depart at 09.05.  The S.A.A. service operated early in the morning of the same day as 
the I.A. services departed in order to allow the latest posting time possible of South African mail. Service DN81 
arrived Southampton at 18.37 on 13 March and was operated throughout by the S.23 flying boat Corinthian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6.  The Union-Castle steamer Gloucester Castle. 
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The postage charged was at first puzzling. Wilf sent me the table shown in figure 7 which was published some 
time ago in an edition of “Wideawake,” the now defunct journal of the Ascension Study Circle. From this table 
it can be seen that the rate to the U.K. was 6½d. per ½ oz., plus 2d. first oz. ordinary postage and Wilf’s covers 
are franked 3½d. and the registered one 6½d.  However, the 6½d. air mail rate was established in 1936 when the 
air mail fee from South Africa to the U.K. was 6d. per ½ oz. The covers were posted in 1938 by which time the 
E.A.M.S. was operating in South Africa and the rate to the U.K was 1½d. per ½ oz.  Thus covers were charged: 
 

Registered cover with 6½d. postage: 2d. ordinary postage + 1½d. air mail fee + 3d. registration = 6½d. 
 

Other cover, with 3½d. postage: 2d. ordinary postage + 1½d. air mail fee = 3½d. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7. 
 
Once again, I say thank you to Wilf for sharing these covers which reveal a very unusual aspect of Imperial 
Airways. I remember once seeing in a display a cover from St. Helena forwarded by air from South Africa. If 
any readers have examples of covers to be sent by air from either Ascension, St. Helena or Tristan da Cunha, 
please send them for inclusion in the next Gazette.  I suspect there are few to be found. 
 
 
 

Early Mistakes on Imperial Airways Flights 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 
Whoever said it is unknown, but somebody’s law decrees that if something can go wrong, it eventually will, and 
the same is undeniably true of mail systems all over the world.   In the realms of aerophilately, particularly 
when there is a new service being tried out, and even more so when things are falling apart on the ground as it 
were, the opportunities for someone to make a cobblers of it are legion! 
 
The problems affecting the 1932 inaugural flights of Imperial Airways, between London and Cape Town are of 
course well known - the appalling weather in Rhodesia was not the ideal background for a new service and 
system to be tried out, but probably the mistakes outlined in this short article had happened well before the 
service reached Rhodesia, probably in some cases before the flight even started. 
 
A huge amount of mail was prepared for carriage on the flights to and from South Africa.   The schedule called 
for no less than 28 different places to be visited, and that total does not include Paris.   Mail would be collected 
and delivered to (say) the Cape Town Post Office for sorting.   It would be sorted in the office and “bagged” for 
delivery to whichever airport along the route was most suitable.   So, if an item was addressed to Salisbury, it  
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would be put in the Salisbury mail bag, so that, on arrival at Salisbury, the mail bag would be removed.   
Obviously, mail collected in Salisbury would take its place, and so on and so forth. 
 
There was a further opportunity for confusion to reign, in that whilst it should be easy to sort correctly an item 
of mail addressed to a particular destination along the way, a lot of mail would be addressed further afield and it 
would be necessary for the sorting clerk to know where the mail should be removed for the purpose of making 
the most convenient connection. 
 
But of course, not everything ran perfectly, particularly as some destinations were far distant, and perhaps the 
geographical knowledge of the sorting clerk could be bettered, or perhaps at the end of a long day, sorting out 
literally thousands of item of mail for 25+ different destinations, a certain lack of concentration should hardly 
be the subject of comment.    
 
What actually happened on this interrupted first flight was that the mails recovered from the City of Delhi after 
the forced landing in the swamp near Broken Hill, were taken on to Nairobi by the City of Baghdad (the plane 
that had found the C of Delhi), to wait for the second flight North from Cape Town, (flown at this stage of the 
City of Arundel).   This flight proceeded more or less normally (it was 2 days late by the time it reached 
Croydon), collecting all the mail intended for the first scheduled flight as it went. 
 
The first flight (City of Baghdad) however did not leave Nairobi until the 7th February, proceeding 8-9 days late 
all the way to Croydon - by the time it reached Alexandria, the flight was running 9 days late.    
 
The schedule of the flight then lay from Alexandria, Egypt, via Mirabella (Crete) to Athens, where it would stay 
overnight, departing the following morning to Brindisi. 
 
The flying boat undertaking the stage from Alexandria to Brindisi was the Short S-17 Sylvanus.   It left 
Alexandria on the 13th February at 5.00am, and ultimately arrived at Athens at 11.20am.   It stayed there 
overnight, leaving at 6.20am on the 14th February, flying to Brindisi, where it arrived at 2.00pm.[1]   [The 
mails were then taken by train to Paris, and flown to Croydon, arriving there at 11.07 on the 16th February.]    
 
Which means that mail addressed to Italy in general, and Brindisi in particular, should have been bagged for 
delivery to Brindisi.   That this was not always the case is established by at least two covers, which I acquired, 
separately, some considerable time ago.   The first (Fig. 1) is addressed to Brindisi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. 
 

Part of the reverse of the cover is shown in Fig 1a on the next page. 
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Figure 1a. 
 
Due to the problems which befell the first service it arrived 9 days late at Athens (on the 13th February), when 
the cover was clearly taken off the Sylvanus, which continued normally to Brindisi where it landed on the 13th 
February on its way North.   This cover was carried to Brindisi, almost certainly by ship, where it arrived on the 
16th February. 
 
The other cover shows a similarly strange journey - see copy of front and back, Figs 2 and 2a respectively - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2a. 
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This also shows a Johannesburg transit mark - there was an intention that all mail passing through Johannesburg 
should be given a transit mark, but although this did not work out in practice, this item, posted in Pretoria, 
received the Johannesburg mark as a transit mark - plus the Athens Airport arrival mark and Athens Post Office 
transit mark applied to the other cover, alongside the Rome arrival mark of the 17th February.   Again, this 
would have been transferred to Brindisi, probably by the same ship which brought the other cover, and then 
transferred to Rome, again probably by rail.[2] 
 
It is of course possible that the mail taken off at Athens was processed at the Athens Post office, receiving the 
Athens marks shown in figs 1/2a.   It is of course possible that it was realised that a mistake had been made and 
that these items should have stayed on board the Sylvanus.   It is of course possible that once the mistake had 
been made, the items would have been returned to the Sylvanus for onward carriage.   It is of course possible 
that the items were taken off at Brindisi on the 14th January but that they were not processed until the 16th 
February (which was in fact a Sunday). 
 
But is it likely . . . ? 
 
The upshot of all this is that mail, addressed to Italy which should have been bagged up for unloading at 
Brindisi was not so treated.   The probable to almost certain reality of the situation is that mistakes were made, 
for whatever reason, whereby some items of mail were bagged for Athens, and taken off the service there, 
whereas, to state the obvious, they should have been bagged for Brindisi.  
 
However, what is apparent and very important to note, is that the established thinking of several of the 
authorities on South Africa airmails has been muddled at best.   Wyndham (The Airposts of South Africa), for 
example states that the mail from the ‘City of Delhi’ was “forwarded northward by the City of Baghdad along 
with [3] the second Cape -London air mail which had left Cape Town on the 3rd”, i.e. the 2nd flight from Cape 
Town.   This is repeated almost verbatim by Burrell (Par Avion in South Africa).   The two airliners effectively 
came together at Nairobi and parted immediately, with the second service North overtaking the first, to arrive at 
Croydon 5 days earlier. 
  
Hopefully, if nothing else, this final “early mistake” can now be rectified! 
 
[1]  I must acknowledge my sincere gratitude to Peter Wingent for allowing me to use his researches whereby I 

am able to quote very precise times and dates of the ‘Sylvanus’ as it progressed North on this flight. 
[2] At least one other cover exists addressed to Brindisi which is impressed with the Athens arrival mark, 

although there are no other arrival / transit marks impressed (Peter Wingent collection). 
[3]  Emphasis supplied. 
 

 
First flights to and from South Africa 

 

By Peter Wingent 
 
Like most collectors of air mail, I started my collection with first flight covers. I wrote them up in the early 
1980s and I haven’t touched them since.  Because so much more information has come to light in the 
intervening years, I have been contemplating re-writing my sheets and as a preliminary I browsed the main 
sources of information and realised there are discrepancies between them and some gaps.  I thought it would be 
a useful exercise to compare the data and this has resulted in the tables shown on the next three pages.  These 
are for the Christmas flight to Cape Town (AS41) and the first regular southbound and northbound services in 
January and February 1932 (AS47 and AN47).  I would welcome any comments or corrections from readers. 
 
Where I found the sources differed, either with names of aircraft or dates, these I have shown in red typeface. 
The source names are given in the column headings and are as follows: 
 

Lloyd’s List Lloyd’s Daily Lists held in the Guildhall Library, London. 
Wyndham L.A. Wyndham, The Airposts of South Africa, Aerophilatelic Society of Southern Africa. 
Baldwin N.C. Baldwin, The Air Mails of British Africa, 1925-1932, Francis J. Field. 
Jones D. Jones, The Time Shrinkers, David Rendel Ltd. 
Bertram  F.G.L. Bertram, Report of his flight on AS47.  Copy on this disc.  See Editorial for details. 
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The data given in the Newspapers column comes from reports published in Rhodesian and South African 
newspapers kindly provided by Duncan Crewe which were featured in Gazette no. 38, December 2010. 
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African service AS288 ~ carriage by an Italian ship 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
At the end of October and the beginning of November 1935 Imperial Airways services to both Africa and 
Australia were much delayed by severe storms in the Mediterranean.  Delays to the southbound African services 
were as follows: 
 
AS287 Croydon dep. 13.20 27 Oct. Heracles 
 Brindisi dep. 05.05 29 Oct. Scipio 
 Athens arr. 08.25 29 Oct. Scipio 
 Athens dep. 04.45 31 Oct. Scipio 2 days late 
 Alexandria arr. 12.15 31 Oct. Scipio 2 days late 
 
AS288 Croydon dep. 12.35 30 Oct. Heracles 
 Brindisi dep. 05.05 04 Nov. M.V. Calitea 3 days late 
 Athens arr. 08.25 05 Nov. M.V. Calitea 4 days late 
 Athens dep. 06.45 06 Nov. Satyrus 4 days late 
 Alexandria arr. 15.45 06 Nov. Satyrus 4 days late 
 
AS289 Croydon dep. 12.30 03 Nov. Horatius 
 Brindisi dep.     - 05 Nov. Sylvanus 
 Athens arr.     - 05 Nov. Sylvanus 
 Athens dep. 07.05 06 Nov. Sylvanus 1 day late 
 Alexandria arr. 16.20 06 Nov. Sylvanus 1 day late 
 
AS290 Croydon dep. 12.38 06 Nov. Horatius 
 Brindisi dep. 05.10 10 Nov. Satyrus 2 days late 
 Alexandria arr. 18.20 10 Nov. Satyrus 2 days late 
 
The Imperial Airways aircraft movement charts occasionally have a pencil note which is usually the only 
evidence we have of an event and such is the case with service AS288.  Part of the chart for November 1935 is 
shown in figure 1, to which I have added a blue chain-dotted rectangle around a thick, black freehand line 
(unusual in itself) on which there is rather indistinct pencil wording.  It reads “S.S. CALITEA.” 
 

Figure 1. (Green circles:  miscellaneous delay; blue circles: weather delay; yellow circles: aircraft trouble) 

AS288

8 
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I feel sure the line on the chart indicates that because service AS288 had been held up at Brindisi for three days, 
the Italian authorities forwarded the mail, and no doubt the passengers, by sea to Athens.  Although the pencil 
note reads “S.S. CALITEA,” Lloyds Register of Ships for 1935 states she was a motor vessel and thus in my 
listing of service AS288, I have described her as M.V. Calitea.  She was owned by the Italian shipping line 
Lloyd Triestino, was built in 1933 and was 4,013 tons register.  This fine-looking ship is shown in figure 2. 
 
It is the second, and only other occasion of which I am aware, that an Italian ship was employed on part of an 
Imperial Airways service.  The other service was AN11, described in detail in Gazette no. 45 of June 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cover shown in figure 3 was carried on service AS288 having been posted in Marlborough on 28 October 
1935.  When the service arrived at Cape Town at 15.30 on 11 Nov. it was still three days late.  The 11 Nov. was 
a Monday and the twice-weekly South African Airways Coast Service departed at 09.00 on Mondays and 
Thursdays.  Thus, to have arrived at Port Elizabeth on Wed., 13 November, the cover must have been sent by 
train from Cape Town.  Being unclaimed, it was forwarded to Nairobi on 18 Nov.(Cape Town d/s. on front). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Cover and Union-Castle 
Mail Steamship Company Limited - 
Algoa Bay Agency receiving 
handstamp on reverse. 

Figure 2 
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Mail for the Royal Navy’s Mediterranean Fleet, 1929 
 

By John C. Symons 
 

Following exercises in the Dardanelles in the summer of 1929 the Royal Navy’s Mediterranean fleet sailed 
from Constantinople on Sunday, 20th October arriving at Corfu on the following Wednesday, 23rd October, 
where they were expected to remain for the rest of the month. [1] 
 
At this time Imperial Airways was operating weekly flights between England and Karachi, enabling a mail 
service for ships of the Fleet moored up at Corfu. To this end the Post Office inserted the following in the Post 
Office Daily List, 16th October 1929: 
 

Air Mails - Correspondence for H.M. Ships at Corfu. 
 

As the majority of the Mediterranean Fleet will, during the remainder of the present month, be at 
Corfu, which is a port of call on the England - India Air Mail, correspondence for units composing 
the fleet may be sent by the Air Mails due to leave London on the 19th and 26th instant. These 
mails, which are due to arrive at Corfu on the 21st and 28th instant respectively will secure, for 
letters posted between Thursday evening and the time the Indian Air Mail closes locally, a gain of 
from one to two days over the ordinary route. 
Packets should be prepaid with an air fee of 4d. per ounce, in addition to ordinary postage at the rate 
of 1½d. for the first ounce and 1d. for each succeeding ounce. They should be addressed in the usual 
manner for H.M. Ships; but a blue air mail label should be affixed to the top left-hand corner of each 
packet. [2] 

 

One example of the mail carried by Imperial Airways is shown in Figure 1. The cover was posted in 
Huddersfield, and postmarked Huddersfield, 10.00 - AM, 18th October 1929. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Figure 1 
 

 
It would have been carried by road and rail to Croydon via London. With a mid morning departure from 
Huddersfield it is highly likely it was loaded on the first of the two flights that carried the Mediterranean Fleet 
mail namely IE30 which was scheduled to depart at 10.00 hours on 19th October, the other service to carry 
Fleet mail was IE31 (see Wingent reference 2). Mail was carried from Croydon to Basle by air, then by rail to 
Genoa, and onwards to Athens, and thence to Karachi. The flight arrived at Corfu at 13.15 hours on 21st 
October according to the timetable, situated midway between Naples and Athens. There is no arrival postmark 
on the cover. The fleet had yet to arrive. 
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The cover was addressed to P.M.O., H.M.S Sussex, Mediterranean Fleet. P.M.O. is the abbreviation for 
Principal Medical Office, indicating there was more than one M.O. on board Sussex. This is an unusual form of 
identifying the recipient, all other covers seen have been addressed to an individual by name as opposed to 
position. The cover also differs by being addressed to the Mediterranean Fleet as opposed to ℅ G.P.O., London 
E.C.1. This would appear to be in contradiction to the instructions in the notice above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long the Fleet remained at Corfu is not known, but whenever it did depart there would have been no 
further deliveries of mail from the United Kingdom for the ships after flight IE31. On 2nd November the route 
of Imperial Airways aircraft was radically changed, taking a much more northerly route through Central and 
Eastern Europe, Corfu was cut out, instead flights called at Crete before crossing the Mediterranean to North 
Africa (see Wingent ref. 2 pg. 26). There was no mail service from the Fleet to the United Kingdom. A brief 
interlude for the fleet, and a welcome opportunity for the crews to receive up to date news from home. 
 
References: 
 

[1]  Halpern, P. (2016), The Mediterranean Fleet, 1919–1929, Routledge, p. 589. 
[2]  Wingent, P. (1999), Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways Eastern Route, Vol.1, Winchester, p. 25. 
 
 

Imperial Airways (Bermuda) Ltd. 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
Background  
 

The possibility of an air link between Bermuda and the USA had first been made public by the Governor in 
1928 and in March 1929 Major Mayo presented a report on the possibility of setting up an air service between 
Bermuda and the USA. It was further raised in 1931 when Imperial Airways took delivery of the Kent Class 
flying boats. It was soon apparent however that these did not have the necessary range and it was not until the 
airline began to take delivery of the C Class flying boats that a service became a practical possibility. As early 
as 1932 Darrell’s Island had been identified as the site of a marine airport and in 1934 British government 
estimates had included a subsidy of £10,000 towards the establishment of a Bermuda-USA service. 

 
Mayo had proposed erecting five hangars but, in the event, only one was built by Street Erectors Inc. of New 
York which delivered it in sections to Bermuda where it was erected and accepted by the government in July 
1936. In the same month the British Air Ministry published Command Paper 5237 entitled “Bermuda-New York 
Civil Air Transport Service” and rather optimistically anticipated the service might start in 1936. The text is 
shown in Fig. 1. 
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Agreement was however reached with the 
Americans to operate a joint service with both 
Imperial Airways and Pan American Airways 
initially flying a weekly service in each direction. 
It was also agreed that the British company would 
handle all aircraft movements at the Bermuda end 
of the route whilst the American company did the 
same in the States.  
Cavalier was earmarked for the service but it had 
insufficient range to be flown to Bermuda and 
instead was dismantled and three large waterproof 
crates and eighteen smaller ones were loaded on 
the RMS Lochkatrine in London docks. The ship 
sailed on 6 December 1936 and reached Bermuda 
on 30 December. The crates were successfully 
unloaded onto the dockyard harbour wall which 
had the only crane capable of handling the larger 
items. All the parts were then towed over to 
Darrell’s Island where they were unpacked and 
work began on reconstructing the aircraft. It made 
its first flight in Bermuda on 18 February with 
Captain Armstrong, the Area Manager, at the 
controls. A series of further test flight were made 
by Captain William Cumming and the regular 
crew who had travelled to Bermuda by sea in 
April 1937. On 25 May he flew the first survey 
flight to New York, landing at Port Washington on 
Long Island. On the same day Pan American 
Airways flew from New York to Bermuda. 
Cavalier returned on 26 May and made a second 
flight to New York via Baltimore on 29 May. An 
inaugural press flight from Bermuda to New York 
took place on 8 June. 
 
 

The flights 
 

The first regular flight, which was designated BN 1 took place on 16 June. The return flight was designated NB 
1. Initially the only mail that could be carried was northbound mail from Bermuda by Imperial Airways. It was 
not until March 1938 that Pan 
American Airways was awarded a 
contract by the US post office to fly 
mail from America to Bermuda. The 
first northbound flight proved 
popular with collectors and a 
number of special first flight covers 
were prepared. Two of these are 
illustrated in Figs. 2 & 3. The rate to 
New York was 9d. per ½ oz. and this 
included onwards surface transport. 
Mail could also be flown onwards 
from New York to other points in 
the USA and Canada at the rate of 
1s. 3d. per ½ oz. 
 
               Figure 2 
 

Figure 1 
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Crew signed covers are known, some 
with the signatures of the pilot, W. 
Cumming and the first officer N. 
Richardson, others with the additional 
signature of the steward R. Spence, and at 
least two with the further signature of W. 
Chapman the Wireless operator. An 
example with the four signatures is shown 
in Fig. 4. 
 
One of my signed covers, with three 
signatures, contained a letter from 
Imperial Airways Bermuda saying that 
only 20 signed covers were prepared. I 
suspect some collectors made their own 
arrangements. Another example, with 
only the two signatures of the pilots was 
sent to the Assistant Postmaster in New 
York and contained a compliments slip of 
Imperial Airways Bermuda signed by 

Max Stuart Shaw, the Station Manager. This is shown in Fig 5. The post office applied a deep pinkish red first 
flight cachet to all mail carried on the flight including any commercial covers. 
 
With effect from 17 November 1937 the 
American terminus was switched from New 
York to Baltimore to try and avoid the worst 
of the weather during a North Atlantic 
winter. The switch provided an opportunity 
for an enterprising individual to generate 
flown round trip covers. The first departure 
from Baltimore was by the Bermuda Clipper 
of Pan American Airways and although no 
mail contract existed a gentleman had 
presented himself at the drop window of the 
Baltimore Post office and had a number of 
covers cancelled and handed back to him on 
the evening of the 16 November. These 
were than carried by a passenger next day 
and on arrival in Bermuda were re-franked 
and entered into the postal system and flown 
back to Baltimore on 19 November by 
Cavalier.  An example is shown in Fig 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 
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     Figure 6. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A letter from Francis J. Field indicates that 100 covers were created in this way. What is not clear is if Francis 
Field was behind it. Imperial Airways did send out some letters to American newspapers by the first Cavalier 
flight to operate to Baltimore on 19 November and an example of the envelope and the letter is shown in Figs. 
7a and 7b. The switch to Baltimore also resulted in a new joint timetable being issued and this is shown later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Figure 7a. 
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Figure 7b (left) Letter sent to potential users of 
the Baltimore service which was enclosed in the 
cover shown in Fig. 7a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first official mail to be flown from the USA 
to Bermuda was on 16 March 1938 after Pan 
American Airways had been awarded a mail 
contract. A test cover carried on this flight, 
addressed to the Traffic Manager of Imperial 
Airways in London, is shown in Fig. 8 together 
with the enclosed letter  The switch back to New 
York as the American terminal in the summer of 
1938 led to a new timetable being issued in June 
and this is shown in the ephemera section. 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8. FAM 17 test cover and letter. 
 
 
Imperial Airways part in the Bermuda-USA service 
came to an end on 21 January 1939 when Cavalier 
was forced to make an emergency landing after 
carburettor icing starved the engines of power. The 
aircraft was en route from the USA to Bermuda and 
fortunately, when the problem started, Captain 
Alderson elected to continue flying southwards and 
towards warmer waters. The hull was badly damaged 
in the impact with a heavy sea and although all the 
crew and passengers were able to evacuate the 
aircraft before it sank, two passengers and the 
steward subsequently died before the other survivors 
were rather miraculously located and rescued that  



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2020 (Issue 57)        19 
 
 

night by the tanker S.S. Esso Baytown. As survival rafts were not carried at this date, they had had to rely on 
their life jackets to keep them afloat and it seems astonishing that a few bobbing heads were found in the 
darkness. Although there were some plans to send out a replacement aircraft the outbreak of the war intervened 
and it was not until after the war that BOAC re-established a presence in Bermuda. 
 
Company handstamps 
 

A number of handstamps apparently belonging to the company are known on covers and the ones I have seen 
are illustrated below. 
 

Left: Round cachet on the reverse of a crew signed cover sent on the first Cavalier 
flight. The text reads IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (BERMUDA) LTD round the top and 
BERMUDA at the bottom. 
 
Right: Boxed cachet seen on a number of first flight 
covers. A similar cachet witrhout the registration letters is 
also known on both first flight and later covers. It is 
presumed that the handstamps were applied by the airline 
rather than the post office. 

 
Left: The small cachet at the left was applied to a cover by 
the Imperial Airways first flight to Baltimore while the large 
cachet below was on an apparently commercial cover 
adrressed to Baltimore but then re-addressedwithin the USA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In some ways the most interesting cachet is the one in Fig. 9 applied to a commercial cover sent to Wisconsin in 
September 1937 and franked at the 1s 3d rate to include onwards air transmission from New York. It was 
presumably applied by the Bermuda post office. 
 
 

Figure 9. 
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Press Photographs and postcards 
 

The press photo in Fig. 10 probably 
dates to early 1937 soon after 
Cavalier was re-assembled. The fact 
that the front wall of the hangar is 
bare and does not have Imperial 
Airways Bermuda painted on it 
suggests that this was taken at an 
early date. An Imperial Airways 
launch is shown in the foreground. 
The second picture shown in Fig. 11 
probably dates to the same time 
while the third press photograph 
(Fig. 12) is later because “Bermuda 
Airport Imperial Airways” has been 
painted on the front of the hangar. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11 

Figure 12 

Figure 10 
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Tuck card No. 60 
 

The two postcards shown in Figs. 
13 and 14 are both taken from the 
same original photograph. That in 
Fig. 13 was published by Tucks 
and is No. 60 in their series of C 
Class flying boat cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rutherford & Gorham 
Bermuda 
 

The card in Fig. 14 has been 
additionally captioned with RMA 
Cavalier Imperial Airways 
(Bermuda) Ltd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baggage labels 
 

I know of three different baggage labels for the Imperial Airways service and these are illustrated in Figs. 15, 16 
& 17. The original label (Fig. 15) read Bermuda-New York but when the terminus was switched to Baltimore in 
November 1937 a new version was issued with Baltimore replacing New York on the label. Given that the 
service then switched back to New York in June 1938 someone clearly decided that it would be easier if the 
label simply read Bermuda-USA! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15. Original label with Bermuda-New York Service. 

Figure 13 

Figure 14 
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 Figure 16. Second version. Figure 17. Third version. 
 
Timetables 
 

I have three timetables for the Bermuda service and all are joint ones with Pan American Airways. The first was 
issued in June 1937 when the flights were inaugurated. The second covers the switch to Baltimore in November 
1937 and the third is the reversion to New York in June 1938. They are shown in Figs. 18,19 & 20. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 18 (left & above). June 1937 timetable showing both Imperial 
Airways and Pan American Airways services. Each operated a weekly 
return service. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 19 (right).  November 1937 
joint timetable. 
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Figure 20. June 1938 joint timetable which marked the move back from Baltimore to New York as the American 
terminus of the route for Imperial Airways flights. Pan American Airways was still operating out of Baltimore. 

 
Publicity brochure 
 

This was produced as a joint venture and dates to 1937 when both airlines were operating out of New York. It is 
shown on the front cover of this edition of the Gazette. Great stress was placed on the swiftness of the service. 
The interior of the brochure contained cutaways of both Imperial Airways Cavalier and Pan American Airways 
Bermuda Clipper.  These are shown in Figs. 21 & 22. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 21. The Sikorsky S.42B Bermuda Clipper of Pan-American Airways. 
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Figure 22. Short S.23 Cavalier of Imperial Airways. 
 
Bibliography 
 

The best work on the historical background is The Flying Boats of Bermuda by Colin A. Pomeroy. An abridged 
version of Major Mayo’s report is included on pp 139-146 of this book. 
 
In 1967 Francis J. Field published a booklet by N.C. Baldwin titled Air Mails of Bermuda. 
 
 
 

Last Imperial Airways Empire services to and from Croydon 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
We all are enthusiastic collectors of covers marking first events but those which occurred for the last time are, I 
think, also very much worth recording. The introduction in early 1937 of Short Empire flying boats on the 
Egypt to U.K. section of Imperial Airways African and Australian services resulted in the home terminal 
changing from Croydon to Southampton.  Covers marking both the last services to and from Croydon as well as 
those carried on the first to and from Southampton are noteworthy. 
 
In both my African and Eastern 
“Movements of Aircraft” books I 
added notes under the relevant 
services to the effect that they were 
the last services to and from 
Croydon.  However, I stated that the 
last inward African service was 
AN415, and certainly it was the last 
one scheduled to arrive at Croydon, 
but I have since discovered that the 
weather intervened! 
 
When gathering data from “Lloyd’s 
Daily Lists” some years later, I found 
two notes relating to AN415. The 
first, after stating the service arrived 
at Brindisi on 29 January in 
Centaurus, read, “Transferred to 
train for Paris.” At this time 
Centaurus was scheduled to continue 
to Marseilles. The second note states 

Figure 1 
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that the service, “Left Paris, arrived London 11.45, 31st by train.”  Thus the cover shown in Figure 1, which 
was carried by service AN415 has to be described as carried by the last service scheduled to arrive at Croydon.  
Unfortunately, the key word: scheduled, is missing from my note under AN415 in my book. 
 
In fact, the previous inward service, AN414, whilst it was flown to Marseilles, where it arrived on 27 Jan. and 
was then sent by train to Paris, as per schedule, was also not flown from Paris to Croydon.  The note in “Lloyd’s 
Daily List” of 30 January states, “Passengers and mails arrived London January 28 by train.” 
 
Thus we have to go back to service AN413 for the last inward African service to be flown to Croydon.  
“Lloyd’s Daily List” tells us that HP42 Heracles departed Paris at 09.30 and arrived Croydon at 11.57 on 24 
January and so the cover shown in Figure. 2, carried by AN413 was part of the last mail from Africa to arrive at 
Croydon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  Cover flown by South African Airways to Jo’burg., then by service AN413.  
 
The last outward service from Croydon was 
AS426, operated by HP42 Horatius, which 
departed on 26 February 1937 at 12.36 and 
arrived Paris at 15.22.  The cover in Figure 3 
was posted in Measham on 25 February and 
was carried by this service, which arrived at 
Salisbury on 5 March. 
 
For clarity, I will list the Alexandria to U.K. 
stages of services AN413, 414 & 415: 
 
AN413 
Alex. dep. 08.00 22 Jan. Centaurus 
Brindisi arr. 14.30 22 Jan. Centaurus 
Brindisi dep. 07.30 23 Jan. Centaurus 
Marseilles arr. 14.14 23 Jan. Centaurus 
Paris dep. 09.30 24 Jan. Heracles 
Croydon arr. 11.57 24 Jan. Heracles 
 
AN414     AN415 
Alex. dep. 08.16 26 Jan. Castor Alex. dep. 08.35 29 Jan. Centaurus 
Brindisi arr. 13.57 26 Jan. Castor Brindisi arr.     - 29 Jan. Centaurus 
Brindisi dep. 07.15 27 Jan. Castor Brindisi dep.     - 29 Jan. train 
Marseilles arr. 15.25 27 Jan. Castor London arr. 11.45 31 Jan. train 
London arr.     - 28 Jan. train 
 
Fortunately, services IE520 and IW525 were the last to and from Croydon, as listed in my Eastern books. 
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Imperial Airways route map by Harry Beck 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

I came across on the internet a review by Mark Vanhoenacker, published in the “Financial Times” of 20 
December 2019, of a book by Mark Ovenden & Maxwell Roberts, entitled “Airline Maps, a Century of Art and 
Design.” [1]  Noted as being of particular interest is the ‘map’ shown below, dated October 1935, because it 
was designed by none other than Harry Beck: the famous designer of London Underground maps. His first 
appeared in 1931 and the widely influential Beck style is evident in this I.A. production.  It is the first time I 
have seen it and I am surprised it was not included in the Paul Jarvis book, “Mapping the Airways.” [2] 
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The Extension of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to Australia and New Zealand July 1938; 
The Special Handstamps 

 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
In the Imperial Airways Gazette, issue 18, December 2000, Bill Legg showed various items relating to the 
extension of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to Australia and New Zealand in July 1938. Included was an example 
of a special postmark used at Southampton to cancel 18 letters to government and postal officials, dated 28th 
July 1938, which were flown on the first service (Fig. 1). Bill had acquired the copy of the postmark from the 
estate of New Zealand airmail collector C.V. Downes (also Francis Field's 'agent' in New Zealand). At the 
inaugural ceremony at Southampton on the MV Medina the letters were placed in two silk bags, one for 
Australia and one for New Zealand. Two identical datestamps with ivory handles were used. They were put in 
special wooden boxes and were sent to the Postmaster Generals of the two countries, accompanying the special 
letters. Similar datestamps had been used before at the inauguration of the regular air service to Australia at 
Croydon Airport in December 1934 and the inauguration of Stage 1 of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to South 
Africa at Southampton on 29th June 1937. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. 
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In the November-December 2019 issue of New Zealand Air Mail News (the newsletter of the Air Mail Society 
of New Zealand) I was interested to see a picture of the datestamp which was sent to New Zealand lying in it's 
wooden box which also contained an impression of the datestamp (Fig.2). It had been 'discovered' by AMS of 
NZ member, Andrew McNiven (retired from New Zealand Post), while working as a volunteer researcher in the 
Ta Papa (Museum of New Zealand) archives which contain the New Zealand Post Collection. Accompanying 
the datestamp was the letter (and envelope) from King George VI  to Viscount Galway, Governor General of 
New Zealand (Fig.3). The reason for the King's letter (and envelope) being black-edged was that this stationery 
was used during two weeks Court Mourning marking the death of Queen Marie of Romania (a grand-daughter 
of Queen Victoria) on 18th July 1938. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. 
 
Through Alan Tunnicliffe, editor of New Zealand Air Mail News, I contacted Andrew McNiven and he sent me 
copies of the photographs he had taken at the Museum, with permission for them to appear in Imperial Airways 
Gazette. In return I sent him a copy of the ex-C.V. Downes postmark (Fig. 1) and a copy of a photograph taken 
of the inauguration ceremony at Southampton. 
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Figure 3. 
 
 
 

The closing and reopening of the I.A. station at Juba 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
From the start of Imperial Airways Africa services in March 1931 Juba, in southern Sudan, was scheduled as an 
overnight stop, with passengers being accommodated in the Juba Hotel.  As may be seen from the Shell Co. 
map shown in fig. 1, the airfield was less than one mile by road from the hotel.  Overnight stops continued until 
the end of May 1937, when landplanes on the Africa services were replaced by C class flying boats.  It appears 
that I.A. failed to organise facilities at Juba to deal with flying boats because the call at Juba was replaced by 
one at Butiaba.  The exact dates of the last calls are given in the draft telegraph from the G.P.O., London, to the 
P.M.G. of the Belgian Congo, shown in fig. 2.  Thus services AS451 and AN451 were the last to call at Juba. 
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Figure 1.  Shell map of Juba. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2.  Draft of telegraph sent on 2 June 1937. 
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Since 1931 quite large amounts of air mail from towns and villages in the north-eastern area of the Belgian 
Congo had been sent by road to Juba to be flown onwards by Imperial Airways. The effect of the ending of the 
call at Juba would not have been too serious because from October 1936 Sabena re-routed its service to Europe 
via Stanleyville, as did Régie Air Afrique from June 1937.  Thus far less mail was sent to connect with Imperial 
Airways from June 1937 but an interesting example is shown in fig. 3.   

           Figure 3. 
 
 

The cover was posted at Nizi on 21 December 1937 and was sent by road to 
Juba and then by the fortnightly Sudan Government White Nile Steamer 
Service, either all the way to Khartoum, or to Kosti and then by train.  From 
Khartoum it was flown by I.A. service DN52, operated by the S.23 flying 
boat Castor, which departed 06.45 on 30 December and arrived Athens on 
the 31st.  The 6.00fr. postage = 2.50fr. first 20 gr. ordinary fee + 3.50fr. per 
5 gr. air fee.  The map in fig. 4 shows the routing of the cover from Nizi to 
Khartoum. 
 
Apart from the draft telegraph, which I discovered in Post Office Archives 
many years ago, the only other evidence of the cessation of calls at Juba of 
which I am aware, is the lack of its inclusion in Imperial Airways timetables 
from June 1937 until it reappeared in that of October 1938.  The first 
northbound and southbound services to resume calls at Juba were by KS66 
on 3 October and DN132 on 4 October 1938. 
 
It is fortunate that Jemima Pett, daughter of Geoffrey Pett, an I.A. station superintendent, published her father’s 
recollections, based on his diaries, because this is the only source I have found which describes the 
establishment of the I.A. station at Rejaf. [1]  In June 1938 Geoffrey Pett was transferred to Butiaba where he 
found few facilities: a mooring, two launches, a shell refuelling barge and a radio station in a small office.  In 
August or September 1938 he was ordered to move the station from Butiaba to Juba.  This entailed the boats 
being towed by ships across Lake Albert and on the Albert Nile River to Nimule and then carried on trucks 
another 110 miles to Juba. The story of the journey of transporting the three boats and a mass of other 
equipment is told in much detail in the book, as is the establishment of the new flying boat station at Rejaf. 
 
Rejaf is 8½ miles south of Juba (see fig. 5) and Geoffrey Pett had to establish a base there on a swampy river 
bank and, using local prisoner labour, cut a road back to Juba.  Unfortunately, he does not say why the existing 
facilities at Juba were not utilized, nor exactly why the station was built at Rejaf.  After all, Calcutta flying 
boats had called at Juba from 1931 to early in 1933.  Perhaps, there was not a long enough straight stretch of 
river at Juba on which the larger Empire flying boats could land and take off.  I am puzzled and would welcome 
any thoughts or explanations. 

Figure 4 



32         June 2020 (Issue 57)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5.  Shell Co. map showing the relative positions of Juba and Rejaf. 
 
With nothing but a swampy river bank, Pett had to provide quickly some basic facilities.  Using native labour, 
he had constructed what he called a terminal! It had a conical thatched roof and is shown in fig. 6.  At least it 
provided a shelter from rain and somewhere for him to stand in the shade when waiting for an aircraft to arrive.  
The radio operator had his ‘station’ in the big passenger launch, shown in fig. 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 6. Figure 7. 
 
In May 1939 Pett was recalled to the U.K. but 
earlier in that year he had obtained approval from 
the Governor, the Sudan Government and the 
Public works Department to build a more 
substantial terminal.  It had a passenger lounge 
with a customs bench, a store, an office and toilet 
facilities.  It was a wooden structure with a 
corrugated iron roof on which the word JUBA 
was painted in large capitals. It is shown in fig. 8. 
 
 
 
 
         Figure 8. 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2020 (Issue 57)         33 
 
 

A cover which reflects the 
re-opening of Juba is shown 
in fig. 9.  It was flown from 
Juba by service DS147, 
operated by S.23 flying boat 
Cordelia, which departed 
27 Nov. 1938 and arrived 
Kisumu the same day.  It 
was flown the next day to 
Nairobi by Wilson Airways 
Shuttle Service.  Franked 15 
mil. per 15 gr. EAMS rate. 

Figure 9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference: 
[1]  Pett, Jemima, White Water Landings. Princelings Publications, 2015. 
 
 
 
 

Questions and answers 
 
Laurence Kimpton has kindly sent the following in response to Bill Legg’s question in the December 2019 
issue: 
 
The Handley Page 0/400 would most likely have been from 58 Squadron or 70 Squadron, based at Heliopolis, 
Cairo from July 1919 to April 1920. I have no information about Lord Milner in Palestine or the HP 0/400 
Bedouin depicted on the postcard. A large number of aircraft were flown out to Egypt from the UK and France 
from May to July 1919 along the No. 1 Aerial Route RAF (a route drawn up and first flown in July-August 
1918) in an operation beset by problems & disasters. This was in response to a request from Major General 
Geoffrey Salmond, commander of the RAF in the Middle East who was faced with opposition to British rule in 
Egypt and Iraq. 51 aircraft (45 Handley Page 0/400s and 6 Vickers Vimys). 17 aircraft crashed or were written 
off en route (mainly through gale damage) and 8 airmen were killed.  
 
The story of the No. 1 Aerial Route RAF is told in the book Airway to the East, 1918-1920, and the Collapse of 
No.1 Aerial Route RAF by Clive Semple. In my book Airmails across the Middle East, 1918-1930 I have a 
short section about this route as one of the first steps to develop an air route from the UK to Egypt, India and 
beyond. 
 


