Issue 57

June 2020



@ June 2020 (Issue 57) Impekiavays Gazette

Contents
[0 11 0] - | PSP PEPPPP PP 1
Air mail from Ascension Island carried by Imperftways ..........cccccevvvviiieeiiennnee. 2
By Peter Wingent
Early mistakes on Imperial Airways flights .............cccc 4
By Nicholas Arrow
First flights to and from South AfriCa ......cceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 7
By Peter Wingent
African service AS288 ~ carriage by an Italiarpshi.........ccccoooeeeii. 11
By Peter Wingent
Mail for the Royal Navy’'s Mediterranean Fleet, Q92.................cccccvvvvvvieevveeeee, 13
By John C. Symons
Imperial Airways (Bermuda) Ltd. ........coovvieeeeeiiiiiiee, 14
By Duncan Crewe
Last Imperial Airways Empire services to and frGnoydon...................ooeeeeeee. 24
By Peter Wingent
Imperial Airways route map by Harry BecK ... ooeeeeeiiiiiiii 26

By Peter Wingent

The Extension of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to #ala
and New Zealand July 1938; The Special Handstamps..................cccccevveeene. 27
By Laurence Kimpton

The closing and reopening of the [LA. stationuddal ..............ccccveeeveeeeiiiiinnnnee. 29
By Peter Wingent
QUESHIONS AN ANSWETS .oeiieiiieeiieeeeeeceemmeemeeeeeeeeneeenneeeaeen e e mrneennee 33
Editor: Peter Wingent Telephone:

4 Twyford Court 01962 851780

Northlands Drive

Winchester

Hampshire e-mail:

S023 7AL pwingent@googlemail.com

Front cover illustration The cover of a brochure produced jointly by ImpeAaways and Pan-American
Airways to advertise their New York ~ Bermuda s&wi See Duncan Crewe’s
article on pages 14 to 24.




Imperial Airways Gazette June 20Q&sue 55)

Editorial

Welcome to another issue of the Gazette which ehaejtl provide you with some pleasurable readindnétp
while away the hours in these difficult times. Ida@ahope, of course, that you are all keeping @etl are able
to stay moderately fit during our various formsohfinement.

| am pleased to say this is a nice large issueisting of 33 pages. As always there is a wideetgrof topics
and, again as always, we are all indebted to thvenfieo have sent me material. This time our thaytkto John
Symons, Nick Arrow, Duncan Crewe and Laurence Kanpt

Duncan has produced a major article which, so $ar @an see, covers every aspect of the Imperiabais’
Bermuda ~ U.S.A. service and includes a dazzlisgldy of not only covers but also all sorts of supipg
material. In short, everything you need to knowtlihe service.

Nick Arrow has raised some important questions alitbe treatment of mail to Italy carried on thesfir
northbound flight from Cape Town. Please send meaalditional material and/or your thoughts or tieo
relating to this for inclusion in the December issu

| was pleased that Laurence was able to, as hig, pairtially answer a question posed by Bill Leggl on this
point, please send me not only your questions Isotany comments or corrections relating to arsicldind it
surprising that | receive an almost negligible oese after | send out a Gazette but notice thidteijournals of
other societies, in every issue there are a nuofdetters containing all sorts of comments.

Laurence has also brought to light the existencanother rare and important handstamp thanks tohisng
contact with a collector in New Zealand and swog@ame information.

John Symons has featured a cover to H.M.S. Susseisual in itself, which has some interesting amatle
variations to other similar ones known. | will ubdés example of featuring a single item to appeabthers
among you to consider writing a short piece abarhaps one of your favourite covers and what yote ha
discovered about it. We all have such covers saga consider making a contribution of just a mags®.

In addition to the Gazette itself, | will send amait PDF in a separate email, which will containoaus of 24
pages comprising what | always refer to as “ThdrBer Report.” It is a document which | found amgpied in

the British Postal Museum & Archive and was writterl932 by F.G.L. Bertram, who at the time was gp
Director of Civil Aviation.

Bertram was a passenger on the first southbougltfto Cape Town (AS47). The first ten pages comsig

guite detailed record of observations he made agetings he attended at all the places on the rolités is

followed by six pages of a detailed diary of thglt which includes times and days of arrival aegalture,
the aircraft and pilots on each stage and evefastefg the flight. You will see on page 9 of tissue a table |
prepared which compares the data relating to A& ¥arious sources and one column is headed ‘@ertr
Where there are differences between the sourcesdider the Bertram diary to be correct becausedseon
the flight. The remaining pages are very detaitgerim reports which are very informative. | hopau find

the report useful but, be warned: it prompted mestarite a number of my first flight sheets!

I am intending to send this edition by email ratttean posting discs, which
hope will meet with your approval. It will have e in PDF form because it ha
a smaller file size than the Word version, whiclkseeds the 25 Mb limit of my
email provider. If this causes problems to anyad, please just let me kno
and | will happily send you a disc.

Picture on rightFlying Over Africa It is very old but | hope it will give you a
chuckle if you haven't seen it before.
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Air mail from Ascension Island carried by Imperial Airways
By Peter Wingent

This magazine is now in its twenty seventh yeartaiglis the first time that covers from Ascensisland have
appeared in its pages. They are here becauseivedcan email from Wilf Vevers, owner of the cayewith

scans of them which are shown in figures 1 and iff. a8ked how they might have travelled from So#fhca

to the U.K. and how Imperial Airways services opedeat the time. | am most grateful to Wilf foloaéing me
to feature these very unusual items in the Gazette.

ASCENSION

R No UO-QQ

Figure 2

Both covers are datestamped 25 March 1938. Unfarély) there are neither transit nor arrival datests on
the reverse. Presumably there were no air ma#ldabvailable at the Ascension Post Office, hemee t
manuscript instructions for air mail via Cape Towujch we have to assume were followed.
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Mails and Shipping
OUTWARD MAILS

FORTHCOMING DISPATCHES

In the following tuble are shown the main
oversea mails, other than daily, to be dis-
putched shortly from London.

The times given are the latest hours for
posting at the Head Post Office, King Edward
Street, London, E.C.1. In some of the disirict
offices collections will be closed earlier.

. fosting mt H.P.O.
Destination London
Anyasizia ;% & O (Moolan) Mar. 10 & pom.
ADiN ! By Air . ,.[ Once 4 week
(Printed Papers, -ll.':l P& O
{Mooaltan) . o B, 10 2230 pan,
ARGES %A B':Lnu Emu {ul. £
Mozl PARAGUAY : MI‘ .'Ml-llllll
{via Frange) « Mar, 12 11 am,
Adr Maikh (via G:rm.mﬂ e ! Mar. % 7.30 p.m,

Ancrxtida, Boumvia, Coig {lerdl
aind Southern, ParaGuay :

H.M.L. (H. Patriot) Mar 12 9 oom,
ASCENTION | UL [ﬁlml:rsl.e-r {'.lllll-:l er. 1 7,30 am,
AvsTraiis 1 Aie Maily (direcy e, Mar. 9 8 pom,

& O, (Mooltany .. s oot M 10 & pom.

My first task was to discover how the covers triadelfrom
Ascension Island to Cape Town and to do this ladrio the
ever-reliable ‘Mails and Shipping’ column in “Theinfes”
newspaper. The listing of ‘Outward Mails’ (figurg@ S8howed
that the next ship to Ascension was the Union-Eastibamer
Gloucester Castlegperating the once-monthly ‘Round Africa’
service, sailing from London on 11 March 1938. Ae svould
continue to Cape Town, | hoped | would discovert thar
departure from Ascension would be after the dagedbvers
were posted there.

I was in luck because, as shown in figure 4, “ThmeB”
recorded thaGloucester Castlesailed from Ascension on 26
March, the day after the covers were posted, anthanreturn
(figure 5) recorded that she arrived at Cape Towb @pril.

UNION-CASTLE
For Ldn.. left Pr. Natul 26th,
For Ldn., left Tangicr 27th.
Fm, Pt Natal, arr, Sthmin. 28th,
For L. Marques. left Ascension 26th,
For Pt, Natal, left Beira 26th.
LLANGIRRY CASTLE For Pt. WNutal, left Genou 261h.

DUNBAR CasTLE ..
DUNLUCE CASTLE .,
EmNeURGH CASTLE

GLouCESTER CASTLE
LLANDAFF CASTLE, ,

ERosLiN CastL Fm. Table B.. arr. Las Palmas 27th.

Figure 3. “The Times,” 8 March 1938.

Figure 4. “THeémes,” 29 March 1938.

UNION-CASTLE
Groucister CasTiE Fm. Ldn.,
GraxturLy CasTLE
L.LANDAFF CasTLE. ,
ROTHESAY CASTLE. .
STNRLING CASTIE ..

For Sthmtn..

arr. Table B, 5th.
For Ldn.. left Tencriffe 4th.

Fm. P1. Natal, arr. Tablc B. 51h.
left Las MPalmas 4th.
Fm. Sthmtn,, arr. Pt,

It is at this point that documentary evidence
ends and so | can only provide the itinerary for
the remainder of the covers’ journey based on
the hope that the South African postal services

Natal 6th. forwarded them via the fastest connections.

Figure 5. “The Times,” 7 April 1938.

After arrival at Cape Town on 5 April, the covel®sld have been flown on the 6th to Johannesburgduth
African Airways which at this time operated a dabrvice. From there, another South African Airwsgsrice
should have carried them the next morning to LogweMarques to connect with Imperial Airways service
DN81. The S.A.A. service departed Jo’burg. at B&Ad arrived Lourenco Marques at 08.20. The lying
boats were scheduled to depart at 09.05. The Sgeiice operated early in the morning of the sdmgeas
the |.A. services departed in order to allow thiedaposting time possible of South African maéngce DN81
arrived Southampton at 18.37 on 13 March and wasatgd throughout by the S.23 flying b@atrinthian

Figure 6. The Union-Castle steant@loucester Castle
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The postage charged was at first puzzling. Wilt $ee the table shown in figure 7 which was publiskeme
time ago in an edition of “Wideawake,” the now defujournal of the Ascension Study Circle. Fronsttable
it can be seen that the rate to the U.K. was 6%dYpoz., plus 2d. first 0z. ordinary postage arilf'$\tovers
are franked 3%d. and the registered one 6%v2d. Hewthe 6%d. air mail rate was established in 19i3én the
air mail fee from South Africa to the U.K. was @e&r %2 oz. The covers were posted in 1938 by wiinch the
E.A.M.S. was operating in South Africa and the tatthe U.K was 1%d. per %2 0z. Thus covers weaeged:

Registered cover with 6%d. postage: 2d. ordinasggue + 1%2d. air mail fee + 3d. registration = 6%2d.
Other cover, with 3%4d. postage: 2d. ordinary pastad?zd. air mail fee = 3%d.

ATRAMAIL RATES vwia South dfrica were introduced on 18 Jume 1935 and lasted until they were
repealed in 1547, Unlike later rates, these are expressed as PEd 3 0Z but ROINARY
POSTAGE hgd to be added an top of these rates.

Within Scuth Africa and Scuth West Africa 13d + C.F,

Nerth and South Ahodesia 3id + O.P.

Eenya Uganda and Tanganylka litd + 0.P.

Nyasaland and Mosambique s3d + O,F,

Sudan td + O.F.

Belgian Congo Bd + 0.P.

Boypt and Eritrea B3d + 0O.P.

Algeria, Morocco, Tunls, Canardies /2 + 0.P. via Frence

Wast Afvica 1}'&%— + 0.,P. via France

Madagaacar /L% + OB,

United States and Canada /3 + 0P,

Argentine and Brazil G0 + O,P. via Dakar

Great Britain and Irieh Free State 6hd + O.P.

Rest of Europe 1/= + 0P,

Aastralia 1/11% + OB,

"Rates to other places may be obtained on spplication at the Post Office"

Figure 7.

Once again, | say thank you to Wilf for sharingstneovers which reveal a very unusual aspect oétiaip
Airways. | remember once seeing in a display a cénen St. Helena forwarded by air from South Advidf

any readers have examples of covers to be sent i@ either Ascension, St. Helena or TristanQianha,
please send them for inclusion in the next Gazédtseispect there are few to be found.

Early Mistakes on Imperial Airways Flights
By Nicholas Arrow

Whoever said it is unknown, but somebody’s law desithat if something can go wrong, it eventuaily;, and
the same is undeniably true of mail systems alr alve world. In the realms of aerophilately, farfarly
when there is a hew service being tried out, amshewore so when things are falling apart on themgglaas it
were, the opportunities for someone to make a esblf it are legion!

The problems affecting the 1932 inaugural flights$naperial Airways, between London and Cape Towa @i
course well known - the appalling weather in Rhatlegas not the ideal background for a new serviag a
system to be tried out, but probably the mistakaetined in this short article had happened wellobefthe
service reached Rhodesia, probably in some case®libe flight even started.

A huge amount of mail was prepared for carriag¢herflights to and from South Africa. The schedcdilled
for no less than 28 different places to be visitad] that total does not include Paris. Mail widu collected
and delivered to (say) the Cape Town Post Officeséoting. It would be sorted in the office arnzhfjged” for
delivery to whichever airport along the route wasstrsuitable. So, if an item was addressed tsi&al, it
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would be put in the Salisbury mail bag, so that,aonval at Salisbury, the mail bag would be rentbve
Obviously, mail collected in Salisbury would take place, and so on and so forth.

There was a further opportunity for confusion tigme in that whilst it should be easy to sort cotiyean item
of mail addressed to a particular destination altvegway, a lot of mail would be addressed furtfeld and it
would be necessary for the sorting clerk to knovesehthe mail should be removed for the purpose aiimg
the most convenient connection.

But of course, not everything ran perfectly, patagly as some destinations were far distant, aartigps the
geographical knowledge of the sorting clerk coutdblettered, or perhaps at the end of a long datingaut
literally thousands of item of mail for 25+ differtedestinations, a certain lack of concentratioougth hardly
be the subject of comment.

What actually happened on this interrupted firgihtl was that the mails recovered from @i¢y of Delhiafter
the forced landing in the swamp near Broken Hikrevtaken on to Nairobi by ti@ty of Baghdadthe plane
that had found th€ of Delh), to wait for the second flight North from Capevirg (flown at this stage of the
City of Arundéel. This flight proceeded more or less normallywas 2 days late by the time it reached
Croydon), collecting all the mail intended for tirst scheduled flight as it went.

The first flight City of Baghdaylhowever did not leave Nairobi until the 7th Felrgy proceeding 8-9 days late
all the way to Croydon - by the time it reachedxaledria, the flight was running 9 days late.

The schedule of the flight then lay from Alexand&aypt, via Mirabella (Crete) to Athens, whergvduld stay
overnight, departing the following morning to Brisid

The flying boat undertaking the stage from Alexaamdo Brindisi was the Short S-13ylvanus It left
Alexandria on the 13th February at 5.00am, andnalitly arrived at Athens at 11.20am. It stayezteh
overnight, leaving at 6.20am on the 14th Februtiying to Brindisi, where it arrived at 2.00pm.[1][The
mails were then taken by train to Paris, and fleav@roydon, arriving there at 11.07 on the 16thrkaty.]

Which means that mail addressed to Italy in genarad Brindisi in particular, should have been leabtpr
delivery to Brindisi That this was not always the case is estaldislyeat least two covers, which | acquired,
separately, some considerable time ago. The(kigt 1) is addressed to Brindisi.

IMPERTAL
AIRWAY S

! @ Hotel International,
1y
Brindigi,

It-li. l:'fl

THE FIRST AIR MAIL
betwoen

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

Figure 1.

Part of the reverse of the cover is shown in Figighe next page.
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Figure 1a.

Due to the problems which befell the first seniicarrived 9 days late at Athens (on the 13th Faty)) when
the cover was clearly taken off t&glvanuswhich continued normally to Brindisi where it tad on the 13th
February on its way North. This cover was cart@e8rindisi, almost certainly by ship, where itiaed on the

16th February.

The other cover shows a similarly strange journsge copy of front and back, Figs 2 and 2a respygti

| BY AIR ML |
PAR AN IO

P e

Wl W l

: PER

>
e

1>

Mr.J.C.Garner,

Fontificio Collegio
Urbano De Fropaganda
Fide,

ROMA (129)-Via del Gia-
- nieolo,N.1Z2.

ROM=, ITALY.

By the First dir Mol from Capriown do London—per Imperial Adirways,

Figure 2.

Figure 2a.
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This also shows a Johannesburg transit mark - thasean intention that all mail passing throughaioiesburg
should be given a transit mark, but although thds ribt work out in practice, this item, posted ireteria,

received the Johannesburg mark as a transit nyats-the Athens Airport arrival mark and AthenstRofice

transit mark applied to the other cover, alongshde Rome arrival mark of the 17th February. Agdiris

would have been transferred to Brindisi, probabytlie same ship which brought the other cover, thed

transferred to Rome, again probably by rail.[2]

It is of coursepossiblethat the mail taken off at Athens was processdtieadthens Post office, receiving the
Athens marks shown in figs 1/2a. It is of coypsesiblethat it was realised that a mistake had been raade
that these items should have stayed on boar@yhenus It is of coursgossiblethat once the mistake had
been made, the items would have been returnecetSyivanusfor onward carriage. It is of courpessible
that the items were taken off at Brindisi on théhldanuary but that they were not processed urilli6th
February (which was in fact a Sunday).

Butis it likely . . . ?

The upshot of all this is that mail, addressedtédy Iwhich should have been bagged up for unloading
Brindisi was not so treated. The probable to alneertain reality of the situation is that mistakesre made,
for whatever reason, whereby some items of mailevsgged for Athens, and taken off the serviceether
whereas, to state the obvious, they should have b&gged for Brindisi.

However, what is apparent and very important toenat that the established thinking of several hef t
authorities on South Africa airmails has been meddit best. WyndhanTlije Airposts of South Afriafor
example states that the mail from ti@ity of Delhi was “forwarded northward by th@ity of Baghdadalong
with [3] the second Cape -London air mail which had lefteCapwn on the 3rd”, i.e. the 2nd flight from Cape
Town. This is repeated almost verbatim by Burfiédlr Avion in South Africa The two airliners effectively
came together at Nairobi and parted immediatelih thie second service North overtaking the fistartrive at
Croydon 5 days earlier.

Hopefully, if nothing else, this final “early mista’ can now be rectified!

[1] I must acknowledge my sincere gratitude tceP¥¥ingent for allowing me to use his researchesrely |
am able to quote very precise times and dateseoBylvanusas it progressed North on this flight.

[2] At least one other cover exists addressed iodBi which is impressed with the Athens arrivaank
although there are no other arrival / transit mamksressed (Peter Wingent collection).

[3] Emphasis supplied.

First flights to and from South Africa
By Peter Wingent

Like most collectors of air mail, | started my aation with first flight covers. | wrote them up the early
1980s and | haven't touched them since. Becausewsth more information has come to light in the
intervening years, | have been contemplating reivgimy sheets and as a preliminary | browsed thém
sources of information and realised there are és=uncies between them and some gaps. | thougbuid be

a useful exercise to compare the data and thisdsadted in the tables shown on the next threepaddese
are for the Christmas flight to Cape Town (AS414 éime first regular southbound and northbound sesvin
January and February 1932 (AS47 and AN47). | wexdltome any comments or corrections from readers.

Where | found the sources differed, either with earof aircraft or dates, these | have shown intypdface.
The source names are given in the column headimyar® as follows:

Lloyd's List  Lloyd’s Daily Listsheld in the Guildhall Library, London.

Wyndham L.A. Wyndham,The Airposts of South AfricAerophilatelic Society of Southern Africa.
Baldwin N.C. Baldwin,The Air Mails of British Africa, 1925-193Francis J. Field.

Jones D. JonesThe Time Shrinker®avid Rendel Ltd.

Bertram F.G.L. Bertram, Report of his flight on AS47. @amn this disc. See Editorial for details.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS CHRISTMAS MAIL 1931 (SERVICE AS41)
All times given are G.M.T.

LLOYD'S LIST VWYNDHAM BALDWIN JONES
Crovdon dap. | Heracles 09Dec. | Heracles | 09 Dac. | Heracles | 08 Dec. | Heracks | 09 Dec.
Paris a, Heracles 09 Dec. | Heracles | 09 Dec. | Heracles | 089 Dec. | Heraclkes | 09 Dec,
Brindisi dap. Scipio 11 Dec. | Seiplo 11 Dec. | Scipio 11 Dec.,
Athens ar. Scipio 14.20 | 11 Dec. Scipio 11 Dec.
Athens dep. Scipio 12 Dec.
Alexandria ar, Scipio 12Dec, | Scipio 12 Dec. | Scipio 12Dec.  § Scipio 12 Dec.
Cairo dep. | C.Def 05.30 | 14 Dec C.Delhi 13 Diac. 13 Dec. | C.Dethi 13 Deg
Hssiut a.
Assitl dep. =
Aswan am. | C.Delhi 14 Dec z 3 Dac
Aswan dap. | G Glesgow 15 Dec. e o 150ec | CO=hi
Wadi Halfa ar. B
Wadi Halfa | dep. 3
Atbars ar. e
Kharioum ar. . Glasgow 160ec. | G Delhi 15 Dec. § 150t | C el 15 Dac.
Khartoum dep. | CAkx 0200 | 16 Bec. | G khart 16 Dec. E 16 Dec. | C.Khart 16 Dec.
Kost ar. o
Koski dep. 2
Malakal a. 5
Juba a, C. Al 12.35 | 16 Dec. 8
Juba dep. | CAkex 16 Dee. =
Buliaba &I, g 16 Dac.
Butiaba dep. = 17 Dec.
Kampala a. =
Kampala dep.
Kisumu a, C.Alex 17 Dee. | C.Khart 17 Dag, 17 Dec. | C.Khart 17 Dec.
Kisumu dep. | C.Basra 10.10 | 17 Dec, | C.Basra WDec, | CBasra | 17 Dec. | C.Basra | 17 Dec.
Mairokbi T, C.Basra 1220 | 17 Dec. | C.Basra 17 Dec. | C.Basra 17 Dac, | C.Basra 17 Dec.
Nairobi dap. C.Basra 0400 | 18Des. | C.Basra 18 Dac. | C.Basra 18 Dec, {.Basra 18 Des.
Maghi &T,
Moshi dep.
Dadoma a,
Dodoma dap.
Mbeya art, . Basra 160ec. | C.Basra | 18 Dec. | C.Basra 18 Dec,
Mbeya dap. | C.Basra 19Dec. | CBasrs 12 Dec. | C.Basra 19 Dag. .| C.Basra 19 Dec.
Wpika ar.
Mpika dap.
Broken Hill arr,
Broken Hill dap.
Salishury ar. C.Basra 1435 | 19Dec, | C.Basra 19 Dec. | C.Basrs 19 Dec. | C.Basra 19 Diac,
Salisbury dep. | C.Basra 0815 | 20Dec. | CBasra | 20Dec. | C.Bagra | 20Dec. | C.Basra | 20 Dec.
Bulawayo ar. C.Basra 1055 | 20 Dec, ‘
Bulawayo dap. | G.Basra 11.55 | 20 Dec,
Fietarsburg arr.
Pistarsburg diap.
Jo'burg, a, (. Basra 1410 | 20Dec. | C.Basra | 20Des. | CBasra | 20Dec. | C.Basra | 20 Dec.
Jo'burg. dep, C.Karachi | 0327 | 21 Dec. | Karachi 21 Dec, | Karachi 21 Dec. | Karachi 21 Dec.
Kimbertay a. C.Karachi | 06,30 | 21 Dee,
Kimberlay dep. | C.Karschi | 07.30 | 21 Dec.
Beaufort alr. C.Karachi | 1155 | 21 Dec,
West
Beaudort dep. | GKarachi | 1240 | 21 Dec.
West
Cape Town arr. C.Karachi | 16.20 | 21 Dec. | Karachi 21Dec, | Karachi 21 Dec. | Karachi 21 Deg.
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS FIRST SOUTHBOUND REGULAR SERVICE (AS47) 1932
All times given are G.M.T.

LLOYD'S LIST WYNDHAM BALDWIN BERTRAM
Cronyeon den. | Heleng 12.34 20 Jan. Helena 20.Jan. | Helena 20 Jan. | Helena 1230 20 Jan.
Pariz am, | Helana 14.55 20 Jan. | Halena 20 dan. | Helena 20 Jdan, | Heigna 20 Jan.
Brindisi dep, | Scipio 10.45 22 dan. | Scipio 22 Jan. 22 dan. | Scipio 1040 22 Jan.
Athans am, | Sciplo 14,30 22 Jan, Z2 Jan. | Scipio 22 Jan,
Ahens dep. | Scipio 0500 | 23Jan © |23 &n. | Sdpio 0515 23 Jan,
Alexandria arr. | Sciple 12.10 23 Jan. Seipio 23 Jan. - 23 dan. | Scipio 1210 23 dan,
Cairo dep. | G Aundel | 0545 24 Jan. | CAundel | 24 Jan. § 24 Jan. | CArundel 24 Jan.
Assiut L &
Assiul dep. =y
M a, 2 <.
Aswan dep, :
WadiHalla | am. | C. Amndel | 1305 | 24 Jan. € - [Zadan | CAundel 24 Jan,
Wadi Halfa dep, | C Arumdel | 0515 25 Jan g ! 25 Jan. | CArundel | 0620 25 Jan.
Atbara a, ‘g y
Adbara dep. 2
Kharloum ar. | C Andel | 11.30 Z5Jan. | CArundel | 25 Jan. & 5 25 Jan, | CArundal 25 Jan.
Kharioum dep. | C Anindel | 08.30 26 Jan. - awanage | 26 Jan, o= 26 Jan. Ariings 26 Jan,
Kosti a. 13.50 26 Jan =
Kosl dep. 0405 |27 Jan B+
Malakal ar. g = [%a =B Ja
Malakal dep. E w | &7 Jan. 0410 27 Jan,
Juba am. | C Aundel | 0700 | 27 dan. 5%
Juba dep. | C. Arungal | 09.30 27 Jan. 2
Kampala ar, E
Kampala dep.
Kisumu am. | C Arndel | 1600 27 Jan. owanage | 27 Jan. 27 Jan, Arundel 27 Jan,
Kigumu dep. | C.Baghdad | 0515 28 Jan C.Baghdad | 28 Jen. | C.Baghdad | 28 Jan. | C.Baghdad | D600 28 Jan,
MairoDi ar. | CBaghdad | 0815 28 Jan.
Naircbi dep. | C.Baghdad | 09.15 | 26 Jan.
Iioshi afr.
Moshi dep.
Diodoma ar. |G 13.15 28 Jan. C.Baghdad | 28 Jan. | C.Baghdad 28 Jan,
Dodorna cdep. | C.Baghdad | 0250 29 Jan. C.Baghdad | 29 Jan. | C.Baghdad | 0300 29 Jan,
Mbeya ar. C.Baghdad | 28 Jan. | C.Baghdad | 0550 29 Jan
Vibeya dep. | C.Baghdad j Ja C.Baghdad | 1 Jo | C.Baghdad 20 4a
Mbalizi am. | C.Baghdad ) Ja € Baghdad
Shive Ngandy | arr. | C.Baghdad g Ja C.Baghdad ) Ja
Shiwa Ngandy | dep. | C.Baghdad 20 Jan. . Baghdad 30 Jan,
Mgika &, | C.Baghdad 30 Jan,
Moika cep. | C.0aghdad 30 Jan,
Broken Hill ar. | C.Baghdad 30 Jan, C.Baghdad | 30 Jan. | C.Baghdad | 30 Jan. | C.Baghdad 30 Jan.
Brokan Hill dap. | Puss Math | 11.10 31 Jan, Puss Moth | 31 Jan. | Pussidoth | 31 Jan, | Puss Moth 31 Jdan,
Salisbury arr. | PussMath | 1345 3 Jan, Puss Moth | 31 Jan.
Salisbury dap. | Puss Moth 01 Feh. Puss Moth | 01 Feb.
Bulswayo arr. | Puss Moth | 08.00 01 Feb.
Bulawayo dap. | Puss Meth | 0850 01 Feb,
Fletershurg | arn
Pistersburg | dap.
Johurg. ar, | PussMoth | 1255 01 Feb. | Puss Moty | 01 Feb. | Puss Moth | 01 Feb.
Jo'burg. dep. | C.Karachi | 0255 02 Feb. | CKarachi | 02 Feb, | C.Karachi | 02 Fab,
Kimberleny ar,
Kimbedey | dep.
Victoria West | am
Victoria West | dep.
Capa Town arr, | C.Karachi | 15.25 02 Feb, | CKarachi | 02 Feb. | C.Karachi | 02 Feb,
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IMPERIAL ATIRWAYS FIRST NORTHBOUND REGULAR SERVICE (AN47) 1932 (Times are G.M.T.)

LLOYD'S LIST WYNDHAM BALDWIN NEWSPAPERS
Caps Town dep. | C.Karachi 27Jan. | CKarachi | 27Jdan, | C.Kavachi [ 27Jan. | C.Marschi | 06.30 27 Jan.
Vicloria West | am, CHarschi | 07.30 27 Jan,
Viclorda West | dep. CKarachi | 0835 27 Jan,
Kimbariey arr. CHarachi | 11.08 27 Jan.
Kimberlay dep. C.Karachi | 1220 27 Jan.
Jo'burg. am. | C.Karachi 27Jan, | CKarachi | 27Jan, | C.Karachi | 27 Jan. § CKaraschi | 1530 27 Jan,
Jo'burg. dep. | C.Basra 03,55 28 Jan. C.Basra 28 Jan. | C.Basra 28 Jan. | C.Basra 0355 28 Jan.
Pietersburg ar. C.Basra 06.00 28 Jan.
Figtersbu dep. C.Basra 07.00 28 Jan,
Bulawayo a. C.Basra 0955 28 Jan.
Bulawayo dep. C.Basra 10.40 28 Jan.
Salishury arr. | C.Basrs 13.25 28 Jan. | C.Basm 28 Jan. | C.Basrs 28 Jan. | C.Basra 1337 28 .Jan.
Salisbury dep. | C.Dehi 03.30 29Jan., | Moname | 29dan. | C.Delhi 29 Jan. | C.Dafhi 0330 29 Jan.
Foflowing the crash of C.Delhi, the C.Baghdad made an emergency fight from Broken Hi camying mail from there and points norh only,

Broken Hil dap. | C.Baghded | 08.25 02 Feb. C.Baghdad | 02 Feb.

Mbaya arr. | C.Baghdsd 02 Fab,

Mbeya dep. | C.Baghdad | 05.30 (13 Feh.

Nairabi ar, | C.Baghdad | 1340 03 Feb. C.Baghdad | 03 Feb.

Mail from poinis south of Broken Hill was relreved from C.Delhi and camied from there by C.Baghdad which had raturnad from Mairobi,

Broken Hill dep. | C.Baghdad Df Feb. | C.Baghdsd | 06 Feb, | C.Baghdad | 06 Feb.

Mbaya ar. C.Baghdad | 06 Feb.

Mbeyva dep. C.Baghdad | 07 Fab.

Mairobi arr. | C.Baghdad 07 Faby, C.Baghdad | 07 Feb.

Kisumu arr. C.Baghdad | 0B Feb. | C.Baghdad | 0B Fab,

Meanwhile €. Arunds! feft Kisumy nonfhiwards on 2 Feb.  Mail intended for the first flight from points marth of Nalob! would have been carried by it
Kizumu dep. | CArundel | 04.45 02 Feb.

Juba am. | C.Arunded | 16.00 02 Feb.

Juba dep. | CArunda! | 04.00 03 Fab.

Kot arr. | C.Arundeal 03 Feb.

Kosti dep. | C.Amundel | 0615 {04 Feb,

ihartourn arr. | C.Arunds 04 Fab,

Khartoum dep. | C.Amnde! | 03.05 {05 Feh.

Cairo am. | CAundel | 14.15 06 Feb.

Alexandria dep. | Satyrus 05.00 0& Feh.

Athens arm. | Salyrus 1145 0 Feb.

Athens dep. | Salyrus 13.10 08 Feb.

Brindisi am. | Salyrus {1 Feh.

Paris dep. | Helsna 0B.53 11 Feb.

Craydan ar, | Helena 11.07 11 Feb.

Mesmwhils, mail from points south of Nairobi had been coliected by the second service from Cape Town (AN48) and proceaded as follows:

Nairabi ar. | C.Baghdad 07 Feab.

Nairabi dep, | C.Baghdad | 03.35 | OB Feb.

Kisumu arr. | C.Baghdad | 06.10 08 Fab,

Kisuimiu dep. | C.Swanage | 07.05 08 Feb. | “Caleutta” | 08 Feb. | “Caleutta® | 08 Fab.

Juba arr. | C.5wanage | 17.55 (8 Fab, ‘Caleutta® | 08 Feb,

Juba dep. | C.5wanage | 03.15 09 Feb. “Calcutls” | 08 Feb,

Malakal dep. | C.Swanage 10 Feb. *Calcutts” | 10 Feb.

Khartoum arm, | C.Swanage 10 Feb. | “Caleuls” | 10 Feb. | *Calcutts™ | 10 Feb.

Khartoum dep. | CArundal | 04.20 11 Feb. | C.Arundel | 11 Feb. | “Argosy” 11 Feb.

Azwan arr. | CAmundel | 11.30 11 Feb.

Aswian dep. | CArundel | 03.05 12 Fab.

Cairo arr. | CAnmdel | 10.15 12Feh. | C.Arundei | 12 Feb. | “Argosy’ 12 Feh.

Alexandria dap. | Swvanus 05.00 13Feb. | Splvanus 13Feb. | Henlfb® [ 13Feb.

Athens am. | Syvanus 11.20 13 Fab.

Athens dep. | Sylvanus | 06.20 14 Feb.

Brindisi ar. | Sylvanus 14.00 14Fab. | SwWvanus | 14 Feb. | "Wentfb." | 14 Feb.

Paris dep. | Helena 0850 16 Feb. | Helana 16 Fab. | Helena 16 Feb,

Croydan ar. | Halena 11.07 16 Feb. | Helena 16 Fab. | Helena 16 Feb,

The data given in thRewspaper: column comes from reports published in RhodesmhZouth African
newspapers kindly provided by Duncan Crewe whichevieatured in Gazette no. 38, December 2010.
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African service AS288 ~ carriage by an Italian ship
By Peter Wingent

At the end of October and the beginning of Novemb@85 Imperial Airways services to both Africa and
Australia were much delayed by severe storms itMéditerranean. Delays to the southbound Africamises
were as follows:

AS287 Croydon dep. 13.20 27 Oct. Heracles

Brindisi dep. 05.05 29 Oct. Scipio

Athens arr. 08.25 29 Oct. Scipio

Athens dep. 04.45 31 Oct. Scipio 2 days late

Alexandria  arr. 12.15 31 Oct. Scipio 2 days late
AS288 Croydon dep. 12.35 30 Oct. Heracles

Brindisi dep. 05.05 04 Nov. M.V. Calitea 3 days late

Athens arr. 08.25 05 Nov. M.V. Calitea 4 days late

Athens dep. 06.45 06 Nov. Satyrus 4 days late

Alexandria  arr. 15.45 06 Nov. Satyrus 4 days late
AS289 Croydon dep. 12.30 03 Nov. Horatius

Brindisi dep. - 05 Nov. Sylvanus

Athens arr. - 05 Nov. Sylvanus

Athens dep. 07.05 06 Nov. Sylvanus 1 day late

Alexandria  arr. 16.20 06 Nov. Sylvanus 1 day late
AS290 Croydon dep. 12.38 06 Nov.Horatius

Brindisi dep. 05.10 10 Nov. Satyrus 2 days late

Alexandria  arr. 18.20 10 Nov. Satyrus 2 days late

The Imperial Airways aircraft movement charts otmaally have a pencil note which is usually theyonl
evidence we have of an event and such is the citlsesevvice AS288. Part of the chart for Novemb@85 is
shown in figure 1, to which | have added a blueircliatted rectangle around a thick, black freehkne
(unusual in itself) on which there is rather initist pencil wording. It reads “S.S. CALITEA.”

London

Paris

Marseilles
Rork

Brindisi

Athens |

Alexandriz

Caro

Figure 1. (Green circles: miscellaneous delay;ebtircles: weather delay; yellow circles: aircrafouble)

HELENA

X
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| feel sure the line on the chart indicates thaiee service AS288 had been held up at Brindishfee days,
the Italian authorities forwarded the mail, anddowbt the passengers, by sea to Athens. Althduglpéncil
note reads “S.S. CALITEA,” Lloyds Register of Shijps 1935 states she was a motor vessel and thosy in
listing of service AS288, | have described heaY. Calitea She was owned by the Italian shipping line
Lloyd Triestino, was built in 1933 and was 4,018geegister. This fine-looking ship is shown iguiie 2.

It is the second, and only other occasion of whiam aware, that an Italian ship was employed ah gfaan
Imperial Airways service. The other service waslANdescribed in detail in Gazette no. 45 of Jui42

The cover shown in figure 3 was carried on sendi6288 having been posted in Marlborough on 28 Gatob
1935. When the service arrived at Cape Town &016n 11 Nov. it was still three days late. TheNdl. was

a Monday and the twice-weekly South African Airwageast Service departed at 09.00 on Mondays and
Thursdays. Thus, to have arrived at Port ElizaletiWed., 13 November, the cover must have beenbsen
train from Cape Town. Being unclaimed, it was farded to Nairobi on 18 Nov.(Cape Town d/s. on front

\

BY Alk MAIL BY AIR MAIL

il .

Figure 3. Cover and Union-Castle
Mail Steamship Company Limited -
Algoa Bay Agency receiving
handstamp on reverse.
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Mail for the Royal Navy’s Mediterranean Fleet, 1929
By John C. Symons

Following exercises in the Dardanelles in the sumofel929 the Royal Navy's Mediterranean fleet esil
from Constantinople on Sunday, 20th October argivaih Corfu on the following Wednesday, 23rd Octopber
where they were expected to remain for the reiitefnonth. [1]

At this time Imperial Airways was operating weeklights between England and Karachi, enabling al mai
service for ships of the Fleet moored up at Corfuthis end the Post Office inserted the followinghe Post
Office Daily List, 16th October 1929:

Air Mails - Correspondence for H.M. Ships at Corfu.

As the majority of the Mediterranean Fleet will,rishg the remainder of the present month, be at
Corfu, which is a port of call on the England -imdir Mail, correspondence for units composing
the fleet may be sent by the Air Mails due to ledemdon on the 19th and 26th instant. These
mails, which are due to arrive at Corfu on the 2drsf 28th instant respectively will secure, for
letters posted between Thursday evening and the ti@ Indian Air Mail closes locally, a gain of
from one to two days over the ordinary route.

Packets should be prepaid with an air fee of 4dopace, in addition to ordinary postage at the rat
of 1¥%2d. for the first ounce and 1d. for each sudtgpounce. They should be addressed in the usual
manner for H.M. Ships; but a blue air mail labedslad be affixed to the top left-hand corner of each
packet. [2]

One example of the mail carried by Imperial Airwagsshown in Figure 1. The cover was posted in
Huddersfield, and postmarked Huddersfield, 10.884; 18th October 1929.

BY AIR MAIL

par avion | BE

MO, |
H.M,S. 'Sussex

Medifexianeasn “theat

Gﬁtu..

Figure 1

It would have been carried by road and rail to @my via London. With a mid morning departure from
Huddersfield it is highly likely it was loaded ohnet first of the two flights that carried the Meditnean Fleet
mail namely IE30 which was scheduled to departGa®Q hours on 19th October, the other service to/ca
Fleet mail was IE31 (see Wingent reference 2). Maié carried from Croydon to Basle by air, therrddy/to
Genoa, and onwards to Athens, and thence to Kardtle flight arrived at Corfu at 13.15 hours ont21ls
October according to the timetable, situated midietyveen Naples and Athens. There is no arrivatinmeg
on the cover. The fleet had yet to arrive.
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The cover was addressed to P.M.B.M.S SussexMediterranean Fleet. P.M.O. is the abbreviation f
Principal Medical Office, indicating there was mdnan one M.O. on boa®lussexThis is an unusual form of
identifying the recipient, all other covers seewenbeen addressed to an individual by nhame as epptos
position. The cover also differs by being addredsdtie Mediterranean Fleet as oppose®t6.P.O., London
E.C.1. This would appear to be in contradictioth®instructions in the notice above.

H.M.5, SUSSEX

a AT T, Crulser, LONDON Class. Compleied 1929, Lengih 63516, Beam 6611
f_x_'-,-_‘Y.'-':w Displacement 9,830 tons. Maln prmament elght 8S-inch and ewghs 4-lnch guns.
il L Eleht toruedo tubes. 1 Alréralt. 80.000 ho. Speed 32 knots,  Comolement 650.

How long the Fleet remained at Corfu is not knobat whenever it did depart there would have been no
further deliveries of mail from the United Kingddor the ships after flight IE31. On 2nd Novembee tloute

of Imperial Airways aircraft was radically changedking a much more northerly route through Cerdrad
Eastern Europe, Corfu was cut out, instead fliglalted at Crete before crossing the Mediterraneadrth
Africa (see Wingent ref. 2 pg. 26). There was nadl mexrvice from the Fleet to the United Kingdom.b#ief
interlude for the fleet, and a welcome opportufotythe crews to receive up to date news from home.

References:

[1] Halpern, P. (2016)The Mediterranean Fleet, 1919-19Foutledge, p. 589.
[2] Wingent, P. (1999)Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways Eastern Rp\bl.1, Winchester, p. 25.

Imperial Airways (Bermuda) Ltd.
By Duncan Crewe

Background

The possibility of an air link between Bermuda dhd USA had first been made public by the Goveinor
1928 and in March 1929 Major Mayo presented a tepothe possibility of setting up an air serviedvireen
Bermuda and the USA. It was further raised in 1@8&n Imperial Airways took delivery of the Kent €$a
flying boats. It was soon apparent however thadehdid not have the necessary range and it wasntibthe
airline began to take delivery of the C Class fybpats that a service became a practical posgilbis early
as 1932 Darrell's Island had been identified asdite of a marine airport and in 1934 British goweent
estimates had included a subsidy of £10,000 towthedsstablishment of a Bermuda-USA service.

Mayo had proposed erecting five hangars but, inetrent, only one was built by Street Erectors bfdNew
York which delivered it in sections to Bermuda whérwas erected and accepted by the governmehilyn
1936. In the same month the British Air Ministrybgtished Command Paper 5237 entitiBérmuda-New York
Civil Air Transport Service”and rather optimistically anticipated the servicghh start in 1936. The text is
shown in Fig. 1.
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BERMUDA—NEW YORK AIR SERVICE

I e proposad b conelinds ap agresiant with Tmpeeial Alrways,
Edd,, for the eslablizlugent in fhe subomn of 1986 of a vegulor
weekly air sarvice for the Ernnspark af PARSEIIAE, ol wod rnreih:h':-
betwaen Barmudn nnd Xew York o smeh other pluee In the Tnited
Htates of Americs ad mway be sgreed npan letween tha Heervsary of
Bhuste for Air pnd the Company.  The serviee will bo opemiced with
n frequancy of not Jess than one Hight weakly in esch dicection. It
will mok |:1|I:|' serve to IWprove cominuicaton with Bormudu bas
will ‘wlan afford valuable experisnos of winowfl opetation o the
part of the Noril Atlamtie,

The Compinny, with the sesigbanee of o oepital groot bod eoeedisg
L A00 shoriing will provide s flving boat simiilar in type to thoss
propassd for the opemton of the main Eopive air rontes, togetl
with the necessury epure engines, e, for the opesilzm of the
sarvice,  Uhe copits] gront will be mnde fron the Coloaind |]’_l'\.|)||j£>-
ment Fund %o the Govermuent of Hermmdo who woll moke the
pecessary  puymients b the Coimpaoy.  The Compory  will be
vequired to mnsarg the aiverft ageinst ol fying and groand ks,

The ngresuwol will, aobject to the necemory Paelinniendary il
abher pnthorities  being obtained, continne for o pecied of five yeses
from the date of sturting ibe fmt comploted flight o the eagular
segvice,  Tn the event ol the pericd of opemiion being cnrailed
owhig o defunlt or fingneinl difienises oo the e of the € LT E
' p:u[h'.lt'tial.'l:ll. repayvisent of W oxpital grant of S350 will bo
Lw:l.allilm'l.

The maziwmn wwont of subsidy payoble to the Cowpany, i
v regulsr weekly sorvice s malniaised, will be wb the mte of
E1B 100 per anvew,  Provision will be mode for abatement of 1he
gnbaidy ehould the number of Aights completed within & waximn
perind of 24 hoors fall befow an approved mdnimom,

Thie Compony will be vequired to maks ite own arrapgonsents for
Ehe promnd servicss wnd aerodrome focilities required o connetion
with the uir service. Buitabls armmgements for the necssury
services and fucilities in Bermuds Lave plready beon: concluded with

the Govermment of Bermmika, who are al=a -.uutl'.'hul:ng £ 530 er
annum  towards  the sobeidy  toto] mootioned in e precoding
purngraph,

The rates bo be il to the Company lor the convevanes of nails
on. bohalf of British sl oilier postal sdodnistragions will be the
silject al sepamie ugroament,

The ngresment will ipecporale wsinfulic wetendis the sl
standard clszsss which apponr in the oxisliug agresments dntsd
e Mareh, 1999 (Cid, 8143 of 1923}, 23nd October, 1930 {Cosl.
4608 of 1000, and 16th Folepary, 1985 {Cmd. 4515 of 1983
]rcg'_u]mlu!.f the ':I:IE.".J-':iI.IIJ ol vl pir services I-_-. ]||-,|||-|-|||| Kirwnya,

td. :

OEe—1hy Wi SR EE0 TAS P O

Figure 1

The flights

Agreement was however reached with the
Americans to operate a joint service with both
Imperial Airways and Pan American Airways
initially flying a weekly service in each direction

It was also agreed that the British company would
handle all aircraft movements at the Bermuda end
of the route whilst the American company did the
same in the States.

Cavalierwas earmarked for the service but it had
insufficient range to be flown to Bermuda and
instead was dismantled and three large waterproof
crates and eighteen smaller ones were loaded on
the RMS Lochkatringn London docks. The ship
sailed on 6 December 1936 and reached Bermuda
on 30 December. The crates were successfully
unloaded onto the dockyard harbour wall which
had the only crane capable of handling the larger
items. All the parts were then towed over to
Darrell's Island where they were unpacked and
work began on reconstructing the aircraft. It made
its first flight in Bermuda on 18 February with
Captain Armstrong, the Area Manager, at the
controls. A series of further test flight were made
by Captain William Cumming and the regular
crew who had travelled to Bermuda by sea in
April 1937. On 25 May he flew the first survey
flight to New York, landing at Port Washington on
Long Island. On the same day Pan American
Airways flew from New York to Bermuda.
Cavalierreturned on 26 May and made a second
flight to New York via Baltimore on 29 May. An
inaugural press flight from Bermuda to New York
took place on 8 June.

The first regular flight, which was designated Bltbik place on 16 June. The return flight was desigd NB
1. Initially the only mail that could be carried svaorthbound mail from Bermuda by Imperial Airwalisvas

not untii March 1938 that Pa

American Airways was awarded 3
contract by the US post office to fly
mail from America to Bermuda. The
first northbound flight proved
popular with collectors and a
number of special first flight coverg
were prepared. Two of these an
illustrated in Figs. 2 & 3. The rate tg
New York was 9d. per % oz. and thi
included onwards surface transpor
Mail could also be flown onwards
from New York to other points in
the USA and Canada at the rate
1s. 3d. per ¥z oz.

AlR SERVICE

Yia

—

FIRST FLIGHT

BERMUIDA, - HEW TORK

Imparial Aineays
Flyiag Bost “CAYALIER"

PAR AVION

LT - SERVIC
| T1iR5T FLIGT.]‘,‘ -

MR, GORDON SIMMOWS,

HARBOUR GRAGE,
NEWFOUNDLAND,

I

-

Figure 2
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Crew signed covers are known, some
with the signatures of the pilot, W.
Cumming and the first officer N.
Richardson, others with the additional
signature of the steward R. Spence, and at
least two with the further signature of W.
Chapman the Wireless operator. An
example with the four signatures is shown
in Fig. 4.

One of my signed covers, with three
signatures, contained a letter from
Imperial Airways Bermuda saying that

only 20 signed covers were prepared. |
suspect some collectors made their own
arrangements. Another example, with
only the two signatures of the pilots was
sent to the Assistant Postmaster in New
York and contained a compliments slip of
Imperial Airways Bermuda signed by

Max Stuart Shaw, the Station Manager. This is shmwiFig 5. The post office applied a deep pinkiet first
flight cachet to all mail carried on the flight lnding any commercial covers.

With effect from 17 November 1937 th
American terminus was switched from Ne
York to Baltimore to try and avoid the wors
of the weather during a North Atlanti
winter. The switch provided an opportunit §
for an enterprising individual to generat
flown round trip covers. The first departur
from Baltimore was by thBermuda Clipper
of Pan American Airways and although n
mail contract existed a gentleman hg

First Air meil flight of R.M.A."CAVALIER" Juse 16th 1937,

H.F.Hj.g‘:ly 3\5"!»1
8, Brockholes Brow,
Praston. Lanc's.

presented himself at the drop window of tff ] TNGLAWD, -
Baltimore Post office and had a number ,’ u . ’
covers cancelled and handed back to him| 1/ -\ _{ L4 1‘./ Lllble Y \ =)
the evening of the 16 November. They ** ¢ &Jﬂ:ﬁ*- BRRuyps _ ’?.‘.-', _
were than carried by a passenger next ¢ é & B.u, g> Preiial
and on arrival in Bermuda were re-franke ( L\'- [ PIRSY o 7 CEl!
and entered into the postal system and flo lal'l —
back to Baltimore on 19 November b "
Cavalier. An example is shown in Fig 6. Figure 4
Figure £
; 7. & (§
LﬁﬁyéM{aj q{g’m}d (:gﬁm) Jé&r
::T'ur _{1%’1 ] Fuwnedl Hdamed
= P
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Figure 6.

VIA ATR MAIL
Royee A. Wight
General Delivery
Baltimora, Haryland

BY AIR MAIL -

FIRST FLIGHT _
Baltimore-Bermuda, Pan Am. Airways
Bgrmuda-Baltimore, Imparial Airnays

A letter from Francis J. Field indicates that 1@@ars were created in this way. What is not cleaf Francis
Field was behind it. Imperial Airways did send somme letters to American newspapers by the @estalier
flight to operate to Baltimore on 19 November ancegaample of the envelope and the letter is shawkigs.
7a and 7b. The switch to Baltimore also resultea imew joint timetable being issued and this isxghiater.

g Figure 7a.

BY AIR MAIL AU N

Wim. Fe Germaine, Hsdg.,
N. T. Zronx Home News,
Wew York City,

T, 3. 4.

First Flight Bermuds to Baliimore.
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Figure 7b (left) Letter sent to potential users of
] the Baltimore service which was enclosed in the
e cover shown in Fig. 7a.

IMPERIAL \[H.‘:\-:.‘i‘:. !EHI__IEMULU. FLTD

ALR PORL, DARRELLY |SLAND
DERMULA
LEE T T

T u1 1 [o¥]
U EYE S LATa

1ath Hovamber, LE3¥.

gir;

We ixks the Dibariy of afdressing you through the
Ewfion of this Istter, sent 40 you b_r the firat Atlam-
1io Air ¥eil to Baltimore, ond 40 sand yoo groctings.

Fou kncw, of oouree, thot togeibec with Dan
Ampvioan Alcwaye; Zzparinl A :.'a hava bhasn apesatiag
en Aip dervice Baiwaen Berun nd Haw York but, be=
pete 08 Bha wlasl of Lap ot fir Terwionl 4bers dor-

sng ke winter monthe, wo have srrenged %o mske une af
the faoilitics st Baltimore.
Tha AT Ssrvis ae hetween Bormwds and il 0L ted

Bioctes i an iptersstibg one; it fe tha Tirse Atlantis
Air Bervios 1o be sperdted, and its sgocess augnrs wall
for the Iogleal development of E-.h:h ETmator e:.lrval:T t-t . L X
B bt b P B bl gty The first official mail to be flown from the USA
D e e to Bermuda was on 16 March 1938 after Pan
Alrwayn have oma heir well knen fouc-sngiosd . . .
"Dlipper" wiriraft, whish insugarsbed ine air raute American Airways had been awarded a malil

aerons the Papifis.

e D mbaia e AR R R ki contract. A test cover carried on this flight,
e o oet e tees. (ALY ade wgfas BE WotEvAys addressed to the Traffic Manager of Imperial
Tours faithenily, Airways in London, is shown in Fig. 8 together
toperinl Mrvays (Besmudal Led.. with the enclosed letter The switch back to New
|' o, Pt York as the American terminal in the summer of

Managor.

1938 led to a new timetable being issued in June
and this is shown in the ephemera section.

WIRSY FLIGHT (HWER TEE . HETiaey - OF ‘.umm1 AT

TRARS-ATESE ATEHALL— e
Pl b s — — g
urlnwa-m.u‘.i: o T

B e

it s U, 7 & ), LTD:
mﬂwﬁ: 3-51?2_‘_.{?,% Yeiionil, a o k. IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (BERMUDA) LTD.
i MR PORT, mrmru |5.|.n-r‘r.|
AJR HNL I:'( e, miemias Clarer REID STREET MAMILTON
i = BERMLID:
Lo AL AR VIA AIR MAIL o 1
b A R e Bl
Traffic Manager Tl WEATHEVA 3 AW,
Iaperial Adrweys Lid.
Alrexys Tarains LEih Maroh, 1830
Vieteria
London, 5. ¥, 1,
Englard. W
B‘AL FIMDRE EERHUDA Tl mitvther Lantawprb dn the history of aesial breoe-

pPOEL has Been reiohed Ladey wiitl dbke dintredesiisn of tha

alrrail servise aoross the Atinoile dasan from @0 &, &, to
Snrenda

Figure 8. FAM 17 test cover and letter. The T.5.4. “Bersnss Clippers of Fan smerinan Airsays

laavas Baliimare ihis -:orni.-qj. the 18k af Margh oercying
Ehe Ficil Psama-Allectic Matl fren tha Ppitad Siaima of

dmprige w0 Fetooda, 0o behalf of Ioperial Adrwarys |(Beromda)

Ltd. who ma yow know opsrate the sir sasrvica botwean
T RAkx 'Shie MoparAEAILE ST Axteing WRTEAE Bin e VACES
Imperial Airways part in the Bermuda-USA servige Jc the rurs Cusspiion which bas bess given 0 9e in the
came to an end on 21 January 1939 wGenalier The mnil and poosenger Survies betwson Beranda and

was forced to make an emergency |anding after fé.ai'nf..:w':ﬁu‘i:':ﬂ':::ff ﬂ,ﬁﬁrl“‘.}}_ﬁ'{i"‘;jf}'-,_:f__}f,_f“’__l

Afreays ficst iksiitated tha gartiage of matl orar ithe

carburettor icing starved the engines of power. The %= *ttwtis fomen “oon Recmdn bo mex Tor

H Hath h oMy M 2iorT & T.E. v o
aircraft was en route from the USA to Bermuda and st siain Sl weifid it okte 2 regedicly
fortunately, when the problem started, Captgin  jifizis io2 L0t svee five neses s fonmay St pre-

ot il et e
Alderson elected to continue fIylng southwards aphd The kighest degree of ocofori and safeir as well as

spaad 23 provided on dhe slroralfl ned ithase faciocs have

towards warmer Watersl The hu” was badly damag ed been largely ressenaible foF Lhe grestl seasnde of ausddan

miik whick the warvips hox been attended.

in the impact with a heavy sea and although all the The cppersunity $hat has besn affordsd oy Gompasy o
hin madern ere of tremEpori G0 bind ewer ploser the apirdt

crew and passengers were able to evacuate |the =f et w11l beisoes caticns has alenys bens n dewp sooros

X N of gratificaiion o os end T n‘l..-.‘_:ue hagppy %5 #end you
aircraft before it sank, two passengers and the ¢ #@stines ue shin mintorind wonamen,

. . Tozre siooerely.
steward subsequently died before the other sursivior ey

were rather miraculously located and rescued that el
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night by the tankeB.S. Esso BaytowAs survival rafts were not carried at this dateythad had to rely on
their life jackets to keep them afloat and it seeas®nishing that a few bobbing heads were founthén

darkness. Although there were some plans to send mplacement aircraft the outbreak of the wtarirened

and it was not until after the war that BOAC reaédished a presence in Bermuda.

Company handstamps

A number of handstamps apparently belonging toctimapany are known on covers and the ones | have see
are illustrated below.

Left: Round cachet on the reverse of a crew signed csstetr on the first Cavalier
flight. The text reads IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (BERMUDA) TD round the top and
BERMUDA at the bottom.

covers. A similar cachet witrhout the registratletters is
also known on both first flight and later covers.id

Right: Boxed cachet seen on a number of first fligfit fl:\‘ |21
v 5.3 [
presumed that the handstamps were applied by tleeai f

rather than the post office.

Left: The small cachet at the left was applied to a cbye
ct the Imperial Airways first flight to Baltimore wiglthe large
cachet below was on an apparently commercial cover
adrressed to Baltimore but then re-addressedwiitieitJSA.
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Figure 9.
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In some ways the most interesting cachet is tharoRey. 9 applied to a commercial cover sent te&8Unsin in
September 1937 and franked at the 1s 3d rate tod@cnwards air transmission from New York. It was
presumably applied by the Bermuda post office.
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Press Photographs and postcards

The press photo in Fig. 10 probab
dates to early 1937 soon after
Cavalierwas re-assembled. The fact
that the front wall of the hangar i
bare and does not have Imperial
Airways Bermuda painted on it ¢
suggests that this was taken at an

early date. An Imperial Airways
launch is shown in the foregroung
The second picture shown in Fig.
probably dates to the same ti .
while the third press photograp R = 2 e B i T .
(Fig. 12) is later because “Bermud [T T :
Airport Imperial Airways” has beent
painted on the front of the hangar.

= FMEhaa g
LY =T Pl .
RIAL Neons

uy Wy oy

- m o
CAVALTEE o
et X

~a
=



Imperial Airways Gazette June @QBsue 57)

Tuck card No. 60

The two postcards shown in Figs
13 and 14 are both taken from tr
same original photograph. That i
Fig. 13 was published by Tuck:
and is No. 60 in their series of (
Class flying boat cards.

Rutherford & Gorham
Bermuda

The card in Fig. 14 has been

additionally captioned with RMA

Cavalier Imperial Airways
| (Bermuda) Ltd.

Figure 14

LRM. A “CAVALIER" Imperial Airways {Becn

Baggage labels

I know of three different baggage labels for thgémial Airways service and these are illustratedigs. 15, 16

& 17. The original label (Fig. 15) read Bermuda-Ngwark but when the terminus was switched to Baltienio
November 1937 a new version was issued with Balénmreplacing New York on the label. Given that the
service then switched back to New York in June 19@&eone clearly decided that it would be easiénef
label simply read Bermuda-USA!

BERMUDA - MEW YORK SERVICE

Figure 15. Original label with Bermuda-New York @ee.
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BERMUDA - BALTIMORE SERVICE b SIESEWE

Figure 16. Second version. Figure 17. Third version

Timetables

| have three timetables for the Bermuda serviceadnate joint ones with Pan American Airways. Tinst was
issued in June 1937 when the flights were inaugdrathe second covers the switch to Baltimore inedtber
1937 and the third is the reversion to New Yorldume 1938. They are shown in Figs. 18,19 & 20.

e e

NEW YORK - BERMUDA TIMETABLE AND TARIFF

Thursdays Sphuaday | Frpuerlal Abrways (Bermonda) Lid. (TAL] |'li'drﬂ¢m Sundays
[PAA) (ALY | e Ame Hnuﬂ Company (FAA) | AL PAAL

EST paET EST DET i BT DT BT DET
T30 [8:0) | 750 (B30 |Lv. Wew York, N.Y. (1B E 42 8) Via car (FS]_'} ﬁ; 1adB [4:46) | 30dS (d:4E)
00 {10:00) | 9:00 (10=00) |Lv. Port Weslington, M. ¥. | Z:30(8:30) | 2:50 (3:30)
a:30 i Ar. Darredl's [e, Bersads (B0 MT) !.i 1000 10:00

L
'II’.E lIIIE Ar. Humihes, Bersnds (Lasndh] o Lr. | %S 9;15
Thar twn Cagriars reserve the right 1o allemste their serviees or changn the United States Termino withou molics

AM ; Bold Feced Type—P.AL
ES.T—Eastors Standard Tima; ﬁ]u¢ ﬁ‘mill.l']'-n Times shows in parenthesis are Daylight Saving Times.

Figure 18 (left & above). June 1937 timetable shmvboth Imperial
Airways and Pan American Airways services. Eachraipd a weekly
return service.

BALTIMORE - BERMUDA

Imperial Airways (Bermuda) Lid. (JAL)
Pan American Alrways Company(PAA)

BALTIMORE

EASTHOUND WESTOOURD
[WaFriTa k. e, FrTh Bal
WEAR] 1AL i e |
| o | w Ly BALTIMORE (Wiw'ssl ML cEST he. R0 | B I
EELY) 459 Ar. DAFRELL S 85 Sawwetha. . o%l MTH Lyl Juaw | e
s | S he BAMELTOMN i Lua AT Ll B il |
ik i [ i 3

i Niai
TIMETABLE - TARIFF ook e S
PASSEMGER TARIFF

FARE: #lu L' 5 Uy shimE Abpe Ways SHHE Bl
Prige t Fuin nimibes’ Tissii | & td F

Syl Mil-Wink Exptirewnr Fune 18 bulil smly =n
Fimembays aml Wislse=sloy: wetiel,  THhir=lnys aml o
ilays wasdbiine] (B Hlay Finsii i

EXCESS ﬂkEGI’\EE CHARGE: Fiiah jor Eike (22 [hsi
S g Y kil Gl Wy ki lye snd £ iy

TRAMSFERE: 'Taln uxi v |

R L
[T FITTH ihe ven Phairelbs I I

INFORMATION AND REGULATIONS

EMEARKATION WOTICE: Pavwmgers muest asrive at the
Mamicipal Asgart, Boltimarg, by 9 A M, ond at sur Reid Siread
OFfica, Hamiltun, by 9 & M., ta purmit tho completsan of gov
gromontal ced ather formaolifioy and the chocking of boggoge.
Dupasturoy will not b daloyed dor poesgeny who ewive fao
Exle to enchis thesa Formalitias 'te be complatod bolare sched-
uled depariure Hmse

AlRSSEA INTERCHANGE:

Advance Boakings: Spevio e lures ave wsailolele for

i irawed poe way Vil I It

Figure 19 (right). November 193
joint timetable.
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BALTIMORE » NEW YORK = BERMUDA
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PASSENGER TARIFF

FARE: (in T 5. Cyr.)—¥il Ome Way; $128 Round Trip botwoen
Rabiimoon or Pord Washingies amid Bermudo, Return may b
e o foar mosths from date of nutward peesgn subdect
10 reservoticns. Mo passape s sodd betewssn Raltimore and Post
Washingeon.

EXCESS BAGGAGE CHARGE: $170 per kilo (22 Tha.) §0.23 per
14 kile, Oma Way {Adulte and Children)

TRAMSFERS: Boltimare: Take sny lamd service hebwesn ceniesl
peinty in Bahimess snd the Municipal Alrpors. Charge nppros-
frmately 559 1o §LO0 depending apom disanee.

Mew York: Motor onach service n:un:r.n-u]j}ﬂl:f‘| Grand Contral
Cuillaz Remting Corp., batwern Chrysler Bldg., 135 Fast
Burnal, Xow Yorkasl Pars Washingtomn, Long Zxland Fare, f201,
Barmodo: Luounch servioe between DucnilPs fsdand and Thamil-
ton Diock is provided: sl mo sdilitionnl sharge.

INFORMATION and REGULATIONS
AlR/SEA INTERCHANGE:

Advencn IlooHlig:: Spechil air/ses forsa are availuble for
wilvusice anle 1o thoar who dosire 1o trsvel sne wiy vin Poriess
Bermuda Line and the sther by abr. Such aic/sos fave dnr dokels
prerehimed bn sdvanc: will he fhe combinallen of haif the round
teip sen and air fares. aooes tn the sernminodstions ueed, with
a meinfmam seames Sre 0l hall Use mini raiind erip et

frern ilise FEILDOL

Refum Win Aliemnolive Mesns: Pussengers holding roand teip
Furness Bermenis Line tieketa, or round 1.15 uby tiekats, may,
igpuen_nerival cither in Bermuda or the Unlied Biutes, sarrmder
the wrssed portien in exchunyu for retum air or ees fheket, s
the came may ke Unossd portions will be appdisd by the corryl
line e the fare wmder Ha ticksl, any difference belng colloot
or refunded. The interchunge armargement b subject o the
Carrier’ =i aed reguistions.

e -

Figure 20. June 1938 joint timetabhehich marked the move back from Baltimore to Newk ¥ the American
terminus of the route for Imperial Airways flighBan American Airways was still operating out oftBaore.

Publicity brochure

This was produced as a joint venture and dateS93@ tvhen both airlines were operating out of NewkYdt is
shown on the front cover of this edition of the &#é&. Great stress was placed on the swiftnedseaddrvice.
The interior of the brochure contained cutawaybaih Imperial AirwaySCavalierand Pan American Airways
Bermuda Clipper.These are shown in Figs. 21 & 22.

Figure 21. The Sikorsky S.4H&rmuda Clippepf Pan-American Airways.
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Bibliography

N Figuré 22. Short é.zeavélierof Imperial Airways.

The best work on the historical background'lie Flying Boats of Bermudsgy Colin A. Pomeroy. An abridged
version of Major Mayo’s report is included on p@1B46 of this book.

In 1967 Francis J. Field published a booklet by .Ne&@ldwin titledAir Mails of Bermuda.

Last Imperial Airways Empire services to and from Goydon

By Peter Wingent

We all are enthusiastic collectors of covers mayfirst events but those which occurred for kst time are, |
think, also very much worth recording. The introtime in early 1937 of Short Empire flying boats thre
Egypt to U.K. section of Imperial Airways Africama Australian services resulted in the home termina
changing from Croydon to Southampton. Covers markioth the last services to and from Croydon dkase
those carried on the first to and from Southamjgi@noteworthy.

In both my African and Easterf

“Movements of Aircraft” books | Figure
added notes under the relevant
services to the effect that they wefe ,."'
the last services to and from

Croydon. However, | stated that the
last inward African service wa$
ANA415, and certainly it was the las
one scheduledto arrive at Croydon,
but | have since discovered that th
weather intervened!

-.??-

—

e

When gathering data from “Lloyd’s
Daily Lists” some years later, | founI
two notes relating to AN415. Th
first, after stating the service arrive
at Brindisi on 29 January i}
Centaurus read, “Transferred to
train for Paris.” At this time
Centauruswas scheduled to continu
to Marseilles. The second note state

i

s —
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[y_ﬁ:— Jf”}JJJ ﬁﬂﬁo A p ;

1

'J’{]mer l.;w&-l.—-




Imperial Airways Gazette June @QBsue 57)

that the servicéiLeft Paris, arrived London 11.45, 31st by train.Thus the cover shown in Figure 1, which
was carried by service AN415 has to be describezhaged by the last service schedutedarrive at Croydon.
Unfortunately, the key word: scheduled, is misgnogn my note under AN415 in my book.

In fact, the previous inward service, AN414, whitstvas flown to Marseilles, where it arrived on 2an. and
was then sent by train to Paris, as per schedae algo not flown from Paris to Croydon. The riotéloyd’s
Daily List” of 30 January state?assengers and mails arrived London January 28rhin.”

Thus we have to go back to service AN413 for thet laward African service to be flown to Croydon.
“Lloyd’s Daily List” tells us that HP42Heraclesdeparted Paris at 09.30 and arrived Croydon &71dn 24
January and so the cover shown in Figure. 2, chhyeAN413 was part of the last mail from Africagoive at
Croydon.

Figure 2. Cover flown by South African Airwaysl@burg., then by service AN413.

The last outward service from Croydon wgs
AS426, operated by HP4BRoratius, which
departed on 26 February 1937 at 12.36 anc
arrived Paris at 15.22. The cover in Figure|3
was posted in Measham on 25 February ana
was carried by this service, which arrived at
Salisbury on 5 March.

BY AR MAIL

For clarity, | will list the Alexandria to U.K.
stages of services AN413, 414 & 415:

WAL DY
AN413 e
Alex. dep. 08.00 22 JanCentaurus S — O
Brindisi  arr. 14.30 22 JanCentaurus ] B O i gty
Brindisi  dep. 07.30 23 JanCentaurus s ol eeruthag x
Marseilles arr. 14.14 23 JarCentaurus i - s r'"(
Paris dep. 09.30 24 Jameracles Sewion. Thaoriadcd
Croydon arr. 11.57 24 JarHeracles
AN414 AN415
Alex. dep. 08.16 26 JanCastor Alex. dep. 08.35 29 JarCentaurus
Brindisi arr. 13.57 26 JanCastor Brindisi arr. - 29 JanCentaurus
Brindisi  dep. 07.15 27 JanCastor Brindisi  dep. - 29 Jan. train
Marseilles arr. 15.25 27 JarCastor London arr. 11.45 31 Jan. train
London arr. - 28 Jan. train

Fortunately, services IE520 and IW525 were thettaand from Croydon, as listed in my Eastern books
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By Peter Wingent

It is thiest time |

“Airline Maps, a Century of Arich

“Mapping the Airways.] [2
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Imperial Airways route map by Harry Beck

| came across on the internet a review by Mark danlacker, published in the “Financial Times” of 20

December 2019, of a book by Mark Ovenden & Max\Rglberts, entitled
was designed by none other than Harry Beck: theo@sndesigner of London Underground maps. His first

appeared in 1931 and the widely influential BegHests evident in this I.A. production.

Design.” [1] Noted as being of particular interesthe ‘map’ shown below, dated October 1935, bsedt
have seen it and | am surprised it was not includekle Paul Jarvis book
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The Extension of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to Augtalia and New Zealand July 1938;
The Special Handstamps

By Laurence Kimpton

In the Imperial Airways Gazettessue 18, December 2000, Bill Legg showed varitesis relating to the
extension of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to Austtalind New Zealand in July 1938. Included was ameia
of a special postmark used at Southampton to cdi&cédtters to government and postal officialseda?8th
July 1938, which were flown on the first serviceg(Fl). Bill had acquired the copy of the postmadm the
estate of New Zealand airmail collector C.V. Dowifalso Francis Field's 'agent' in New Zealand).thg
inaugural ceremony at Southampton on the M¥dina the letters were placed in two silk bags, one for
Australia and one for New Zealand. Two identicaledeamps with ivory handles were used. They wetarnpu
special wooden boxes and were sent to the Posin@astesrals of the two countries, accompanying feeisl
letters. Similar datestamps had been used befateeanauguration of the regular air service to thala at
Croydon Airport in December 1934 and the inaugaratf Stage 1 of the Empire Air Mail Scheme to &out
Africa at Southampton on 29th June 1937.

EMPIRE
AIR MAIL SCHEME

Great Beitairn (Toioa Stege)

A valuable soiweric of the fuet through Eorpie A Mail Schecne wes seml by the!
Pocteraster Geracal of Gueat Bulaun Major the Rt.Hor G € Tepocn to the Rosteraster
Genesel of Nevo Zealand Hom F Jomes. It tock the fasrn of the ceigimal stacrp tisad
iz the despateh of Official crail fecen Southacrpton on Julp 2871938, The stacmp
has o siboer bead and Joaep bamdle. A eopy of&mm@mq?s&:rpm@&bm

The stacrp wes enclosed in o cashet of cedas wood scd oo the lid is a beocza plate
"G PO, Great Britaim ta Nevo Zealama - taian

Figure 1.
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In the November-December 2019 issuéNefv Zealand Air Mail New&he newsletter of the Air Mail Society

of New Zealand) | was interested to see a pictfiteedatestamp which was sent to New Zealand liings
wooden box which also contained an impression efdétestamp (Fig.2). It had been 'discovered' bysAdf

NZ member, Andrew McNiven (retired from New ZealdPakt), while working as a volunteer researchéinén

Ta Papa (Museum of New Zealand) archives whichaionrihe New Zealand Post Collection. Accompanying
the datestamp was the letter (and envelope) frong Ideorge VI to Viscount Galway, Governor Genefal
New Zealand (Fig.3). The reason for the King'ssletand envelope) being black-edged was that thissery
was used during two weeks Court Mourning markirggdeath of Queen Marie of Romania (a grand-daughter
of Queen Victoria) on 18th July 1938.

Figure 2.

Through Alan Tunnicliffe, editor dlew Zealand Air Mail News,contacted Andrew McNiven and he sent me
copies of the photographs he had taken at the Museith permission for them to appearmperial Airways
GazetteIn return | sent him a copy of the ex-C.V. Dowpestmark (Fig. 1) and a copy of a photograph taken
of the inauguration ceremony at Southampton.



Imperial Airways Gazette June @QBsue 57)

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

27th. July, 1928,

P oo Gty

I am glad to be able to convey my congratulations

and good wisher to the people of New Zealand by the first
Alr Mail of' the Empire Scheme in which the Dominion now
wrticipates,

I hope that it will not be many months before the
crossing of tle Tasman Sea by air will be e-tablizhes, for a
rerular British Scrvice from England to New Zealand - halfway
ronnd the werld - will, I feel sure, be of groat value both

to the Dominton and the Mother Country,

Yo seicsnst,

XTI

¢llenty,

1 "r-"""'“-r;'”"ll'ﬂl of' Hew Zealand,

Figure 3.

The closing and reopening of the I.A. station at Joa
By Peter Wingent

From the start of Imperial Airways Africa servidasMarch 1931 Juba, in southern Sudan, was sche@sl@an
overnight stop, with passengers being accommodatéite Juba Hotel. As may be seen from the Shell C
map shown in fig. 1, the airfield was less than orile by road from the hotel. Overnight stops amnrd until
the end of May 1937, when landplanes on the Afsmaiices were replaced by C class flying boatapjptears
that I.A. failed to organise facilities at Jubadal with flying boats because the call at Juba reptaced by
one at Butiaba. The exact dates of the last aadigiven in the draft telegraph from the G.P.@ndon, to the
P.M.G. of the Belgian Congo, shown in fig. 2. Tlsasvices AS451 and AN451 were the last to callbi.
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Figure 1. Shell map of Juba.
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Figure 2. Draft of telegraph sent on 2 June 1937.
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Since 1931 quite large amounts of air mail fromrievand villages in the north-eastern area of thgi&e
Congo had been sent by road to Juba to be flowraarsiby Imperial Airways. The effect of the endofghe
call at Juba would not have been too serious bedao October 1936 Sabena re-routed its serviéautope
via Stanleyville, as did Régie Air Afriqgue from Jt6937. Thus far less mail was sent to connett hviperial

Airways from June 1937 but an interesting examplghiown in fig. 3.

A

i' SEMICE .u-n_:l' \ll_l Ei
: = 7

AP
{

|

pin
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The cover was posted at Nizi on 21 December 198#as sent by road t
Juba and then by the fortnightly Sudan Governmehit&/Nile Steamer
Service, either all the way to Khartoum, or to Kastd then by train. From
Khartoum it was flown by I.A. service DN52, opeshtey the S.23 flying

boat Castor, which departed 06.45 on 30 December and arrivibe#s on

the 31st. The 6.00fr. postage = 2.50fr. first 20ogdinary fee + 3.50fr. per
5 gr. air fee. The map in fig. 4 shows the routifighe cover from Nizi to
Khartoum.

Apart from the draft telegraph, which | discoveirdPost Office Archives
many years ago, the only other evidence of theatiessof calls at Juba of

which | am aware, is the lack of its inclusion mplerial Airways timetables|

from June 1937 until it reappeared in that of Oetot938. The first
northbound and southbound services to resume aiallaba were by KS66

on 3 October and DN132 on 4 October 1938.

!rialalg;l

i _—Imperial
x" v
~ Airways

It is fortunate that Jemima Pett, daughter of GegfPett, an I.A. station superintendent, publishedfather’s
recollections, based on his diaries, because #ishé only source | have found which describes the
establishment of the I.A. station at Rejaf. [1] June 1938 Geoffrey Pett was transferred to Butwalbere he
found few facilities: a mooring, two launches, &lshefuelling barge and a radio station in a sro#ice. In
August or September 1938 he was ordered to movstétion from Butiaba to Juba. This entailed tbatb
being towed by ships across Lake Albert and onAtivert Nile River to Nimule and then carried ondks
another 110 miles to Juba. The story of the jourokyransporting the three boats and a mass ofrothe
equipment is told in much detail in the book, ath&sestablishment of the new flying boat statibRejaf.

Rejaf is 8%2 miles south of Juba (see fig. 5) andfféey Pett had to establish a base there on a pyaiver
bank and, using local prisoner labour, cut a raacklio Juba. Unfortunately, he does not say whyettisting
facilities at Juba were not utilized, nor exactlizywthe station was built at Rejaf. After all, Gata flying
boats had called at Juba from 1931 to early in 1938rhaps, there was not a long enough straigttttof
river at Juba on which the larger Empire flying tsoeould land and take off. | am puzzled and woudicome

any thoughts or explanations.
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1936 JUBA SUDAN

LAT. - 4-5iN MAG, VAR 27 W, 1936
LONG -~ 31"-37E. ALTITUDE - {485F T (45314) ANN, CHANGE- 6 E,

-lP-‘lEILE 3
E0 KMS

Figure 5. Shell Co. map showing the relative posg of Juba and Rejaf.

With nothing but a swampy river bank, Pett hadrovjgle quickly some basic facilities. Using natiebour,
he had constructed what he called a terminal! dt &a&onical thatched roof and is shown in fig.A. least it
provided a shelter from rain and somewhere for toirstand in the shade when waiting for an aird#irrive.
The radio operator had his ‘station’ in the biggsasyer launch, shown in fig. 7.

Figure 6. Figure 7.

In May 1939 Pett was recalled to the U.K. byt
earlier in that year he had obtained approval frgm

substantial terminal. It had a passenger lourge
with a customs bench, a store, an office and to
facilities. It was a wooden structure with §
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A cover which reflects the

re-opening of Juba is shown SUDOLF EBENHOC

in fig. 9. It was flown from MANAGER

Juba by service DS147| SUDAN)
operated by S.23 flying boaf - 3R, WATEL, '“'l'i“lﬂi

Cordelia. which departed ALk i
27 Nov. 1938 and arriveg UBAK wevknM

Kisumu the same day. |
was flown the next day tg
Nairobi by Wilson Airways
Shuttle Service. Franked 1
mil. per 15 gr. EAMS rate.
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Figure 9.
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Reference:
[1] Pett, Jemima, White Water Landings. Princdilyblications, 2015.

Questions and answers

Laurence Kimpton has kindly sent the following #sponse to Bill Legg’s question in the December9201
issue:

The Handley Page 0/400 would most likely have Hemm 58 Squadron or 70 Squadron, based at Heligpoli
Cairo from July 1919 to April 1920. | have no infaation about Lord Milner in Palestine or the HPOW4
Bedouindepicted on the postcard. A large number of direvare flown out to Egypt from the UK and France
from May to July 1919 along the No. 1 Aerial Ro&RAF (a route drawn up and first flown in July-Augus
1918) in an operation beset by problems & disasiEngs was in response to a request from Major Gdne
Geoffrey Salmond, commander of the RAF in the Meddhast who was faced with opposition to Britistenm
Egypt and Irag. 51 aircraft (45 Handley Page 0/40G$6 Vickers Vimys). 17 aircraft crashed or weréten
off en route (mainly through gale damage) and @eair were killed.

The story of the No. 1 Aerial Route RAF is toldime bookAirway to the East, 1918-1920, and the Collapse of
No.1 Aerial Route RABY Clive Semple. In my bookirmails across the Middle East, 1918-19B@ave a
short section about this route as one of the $itegps to develop an air route from the UK to Egymdja and
beyond.



