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Editorial

Welcome to another edition of the Gazette. | araidfit is a smaller edition than usual but | caatydnclude
what | receive and this time, apart from myseléréhare only three contributions from other membérsckily

| received a substantial article, via Sue Burn,cllwas published originally in the journal of thgp@us Study
Circle. |think I am correct in saying that itttse first time air mail related to Cyprus has bewtuded in our
pages. Perhaps someone can think of another teglacea and write something about it. Hope spring
eternal!

On a brighter note: another first, at least foloag) as | have been editor, which is that an arficlthe previous
issue has drawn a lengthy response from anothererentxcellent! Laurence Kimpton's article in thene
2019 issue on Imperial Airships greatly interedtéck Arrow and prompted him to enlarge upon thestaf
the loss of the R-101. | believe Nick has beetoirch with Laurence, who was interested to leariiok’s
additional information and is happy for it to beluded in this edition.

| was delighted to receive a letter from Bill Legbo wrote to say, amongst other things, that hegumdhased
and recommends a book by Scott Anthony and Olivere entitled, “British Aviation Posters.” Bill g it
covers the period 1920 to 1960s and costs £45 dwds able to obtain a copy from Postscript Boaks f
£19.99. Thank you for bringing this book to oueation Bill.

I have to thank Nick Arrow again! This time foradsling me to resurrect the long defunct Questiam$ a
Answers page. This time we have some questionglesse, please, provide some answers for me hadmc
next time ...... and some more questions wouldn’t gsamither!

Speaking of questions, | expect many of you, likes are asked questions regularly, arriving by efnaih all
over the world. | recently received one relatingatcover from Khartoum, addressed to Bandon whiak
carried on the first Eastern service to be exterfdeth Rangoon to Singapore in December 1933. K wa
backstamped Alor Star 18 December; Ban Hat Yai,18thung Song 20th and Bandon 21st. The service
departed Rangoon on 18 December and reached Adottet same day and should have also called atddand
that day. Hence my enquirer wanted to know whychiger did not reach Bandon until the 21st.

| discovered an answer of which | was not previpastare and although those of you who collect tast&n
route seriously will know it already, | thought buld mention it here in case there are othersriké

Nils Ramm-Ericson provides the explanation in Bawt his “Airmails of Siam.” He wrote:

“Originally, when the extension of the IA serviceybnd Rangoon was planned, a stop at Bandon had bee
scheduled. In the event, this stop was deleted naaitintended for Bandon was either unloaded andak
and sent on with the twice-weekly South Express,ta carried to Alor Star and from there sent kao
Bandon by train service.”

Sure enough, the two intermediate datestamps ofHzaryai and Thung Song are on the railway lineveen
Alor Star and Bandon. The I.A. Eastern timetableDecember 1933 includes Bandon but subsequent
timetables do not.

I will leave you with my usual plea: send me sormetor the next edition please. Surely you alfdat least
one or two really interesting covers which you costhare?
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The loss of the R-101

By Nicholas Arrow

The writer acknowledges that he has drawn hearoin ftwo sources of information:
a - “Giants of the Sky” by Douglas H. Robinson (pably the greatest airship historian)
b - “Airshipwreck” by Len Deighton (renowned militaand aerial historian) & Arnold Schwartzman.

| read Laurence Kimpton’s article in the last emitof Imperial Airways Gazette with great intere$he loss of the
R-101 rang the death knoll on the place of airshipBritish aerial communication in precisely them®e manner as
the loss of LZ-129Hindenburd did for the German airship service in 1937. Heware | must add to what Laurence
said concerning the cause of the loss which wasstat airbrushed out of the findings of the officaquiry
despite the evidence given to it.

The problems faced in the construction of R-101ewapst, if not all, self-inflicted and the losstbé airship was
entirely foreseeable - indeed at the time of tlss,|éhe Certificate of Airworthiness which had bessued in respect
of R-101 was at the very least suspect and at thistwntirely fraudulent, of which more anon.

As Laurence points out, there were two airshipsttanted at much the same time, the “capitalisi,sR-100, and
the “socialist” ship, R-101.

Cutting a long story as short as realistically guesthe R-100 was a superb machine. It waggdesi, down to the
finest detail, by one man, Barnes Wallis, and gjflpbuilt. When launched, it proved itself airwoytin every way,

flying to Canada and back in the summer of 193Dn return, it was walked into the hangar, froniohtit never

emerged again.

In contrast the R-101 was a disaster. In the wsitepinion, it should have been scrapped at egtage of its
development, almost from the drawing board onwarlisery mistake in the book was made, and the tingul
airship was an accident waiting to happen.

The British had had some experience in airship tcoctson, although they never seemed to learn anythingigesit
in the process. They had had one previous disagth R-38, which was built for the Americanserpaps the only
lesson that the British did learn was the necedsityirships to be structurally sound. To seeklguace from the
very successful German airship designers was ofseounthinkable after the Great War, so the “césitaship
basically had to have everything tested to fﬁelegree, and then whatever was being tested Haalitluded in the
design, whether it was of any value or not. Thet that something had been exhaustively testedoivasurse
announced to the Press and given as much pubtisifyossiblé. Due a pre-conceived notion that petrol engines
would not be safe in tropical climate, the R-10Isvg@wered by Diesel engines designed for locomsitiwich
weighed 17 tons and produced inadequate power ariywAs the R-101 was technically a “ship”, she hmtave a
capstan, and the use of stainless steel (to pretidagth) for the shell instead of duralumin addeasiderable extra
weight. Lastly, no attempt was made during herstrotion to keep a tally of the weight of evergthincluded in
her construction.

The result of all this was that, when initially cpleted, the gross lifting capacity was only 35 toAdter testing, the
inadequate lift had to be addressed, and, in additi the fitting of the extra bay, commented upgrLaurence, one
measure taken was to remove the method of sectimingas bags in place, so that they could surgenzads and
forwards by as much as 14 feet - just imagine titeeelift of an aircraft being completely unrestrad and moving
forwards (or, worse, backwards), with the directadriravel going up (or, more seriously, down)ra tvhim of any
prevailing breeze!

The summer of 1930 saw frantic attempts by the tcoction team to breathe some life into this tgtalseless
project. Matters were not helped by the succesijiit to Canada and back by R-100, the “capitabip, which
incidentally had cost about £100,000 less than R-dbich by that time had cost in excess of £500,00

Furthermore, the entire R-101 project was realigdkied by Lord Thomson of Cardington, the Secretdr$tate for
Air, who had visions of returning, in triumph, froaflight to India in time for the Imperial Confeige’ He drove
the project forward and insisted on flying in thel®L, hopefully to India, and was deaf, dumb ariddoto any
suggestion that the airship was not ready. Law@reefers to his comments that the R-101 was “asa&saf house”,
but he gives Thomson a wholly undeserved favoumiftting Thomson’s proviso that this was “save the

millionth chance”!
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The last days of the R-101 were farcical, but tptahfunny. On the 1st October, the airship madeah flight, in
fine weather conditions, during which an oil coddeoke and no speed trial was undertaken. Lowh®&won insisted
that the flight to India should take place withiday or so, and this pressure resulted in therigsofi a Certificate of
Airworthinesswithout an inspector’s report!

It seems that verbal instructions were given thatspeed test could be done during the flight thalnbut, as Len
Deighton pithily comments -When one considers how the French might have eititaan airship with a bogus
Certificate of Airworthiness, but with a full coreptent of passengers, doing test flights over theads, it is

understandable that this provision was not includethe written instructions given to the airshipnemander.”

The R-101 took off on the 4th October 1930, thethembeing dark and storniy. It never managed to gain any
respectable height and progress was pathetically. sl It finally hit a hillside near Beauvais, ab more than a
walking pace. It was blown along by the wind, boeshand struck the ground again. All would havenbsell, had

it not been for five million cubic feet of hydrog@noducing some spectacular pyrotechnics. Theespent Court
of Inquiry worked out how the airship may have be but seemed to gloss over the reasons behéndréish -
perhaps it was not surprising as the only poss#riewer would have been a finding of total goverrtalen
incompetence!

However, a scarcer rep8rreported testimony that R-101 would never havedwaaligh lift to return from Karachi,
had she ever got there, as high temperatures wawe prevented her from loading sufficient fuel thoe leg from
Karachi to Baghdad, because, for most of the yR&rQ1 would have needed 24 maoms of fuel over and above
her normal lifting capacity! It was quite cleaathhese figures, prepared from 40 years of melegioal data, were
known to several members of the construction tediimough apparently not to Lord Thomson.

The really sad thing was that R-100, which had dasthing wrong, was simply destroyed on the ordéithe very
politicians whose incompetence and stupidity ledhi® disaster of R-101. Such orders were bitteggented by
those who had contributed towards the successlff(Rand a poem was published, the last stanzhiochwas -

Airworthy, tried and found trusty,

She showed up a ship that was not.

They knew she would never rot rusty -

So a steamroller rolls o’er the lot!

It is idle to speculate how aerophilatelic histamght have worked out had the Government scrappedrt101 and
relied on the perfectly reliable and competent R-46 the basis for a regular airship service.

Remember that the physical barrier of the Atlaptevented any regular airmail service between Eurapd
America until the middle of 1939, nine years afRet00 achieved its crossing and nearly eight yafies the R-101
crashed. Remember too that the German Zeppeliitedusing a smaller airship, constructed to agiewhich was
hugely restricted due to lack of funds) was by 18%king regular crossings of the South Atlantia aontinued to
make them until the loss of thélihdenberg (which had made several trips across both thetiNand South
Atlantic) brought to an end any air passenger semwihich was reliant on hydrogen as its lifting pow

Might there have been a tie-up with Imperial Ainsawhich would result in heavier than airplane&liag the route
to Australia etc and airships conquering the lorged over the “pond”? One never knows.

"It is true that the flight was not without two adverse incidents. Firstly, in an effort to reach Montreal before nightfall, speed
was increased, coincidentally at a time when there was violent air turbulence, the resultant pitching and rolling causing
damage to the fin coverings, which was repaired en route.  Secondly, the Captain chose to take the airship into a
thunderstorm rather than fly round it, which caused some further, but minor, damage. In addition, during a short flight
showing the airship off to the Canadians, an engine failed, but it was considered, correctly, that the flight home could be
undertaken with the remaining 5 engines.

" R-34 was the first airship to cross the Atlantic, in 1919, but a potentially ambitious project of airship development at the
time fell victim to post-war economies.

" Len Deighton’s comment puts things in a nutshell - “All concerned had been trapped by their own publicity”.

Y One engine was only capable of propelling the ship backwards, and was otherwise completely useless, adding a huge
weight for the other inadequate engines to push forward! The construction team commented that they could no more be
blamed for the excess weight of the propulsion of the airship than a man walking in heavy boots that he was not allowed to
change.

VIt is generally accepted that he had an ambition to become the next Viceroy of India.

"' At a time when the airship should have been fully trimmed and ready for take off, it had to jettison 4 tons (Robinson -
Deighton says 1% tons) of ballast, leaving only some ballast in the nose which could not be jettisoned from the cockpit!
The heavy rain did not help, as of course it only added to the total weight of the airship by soaking into the outer fabric.

Y “Minutes of the Proceedings at the Public Inquiry into the Loss of the Airship R-101"
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The first air mail flights between England and Cypwus, April 1932: a mystery solved
By Haris Chrysostomou

[Ed.: This article was first published in “Cypru@ircular Post,” the journal of the Cyprus Study €& (Vol.
22, No. 2, August 2018). It was sent to me byBtwa who obtained the article and permission fotoitbe
included in our magazine from the author and atsonf Robin Davis, editor of “Cyprus Circular Postjoth of
whom we thank].

Introduction

The first regular airmail service between Cyprud @reat Britain was realised in April 1932, whemiissol
was included in the summer schedule of the Impéiadiays flying boat service operated between Engla
and India. The first scheduled eastbound airmigihflfrom England to Cyprus left London on 16th A{©32
and arrived in Limassol on 19th April 198 Paris, Brindisi, Athens and Rhodes. The first eshd airmail
flight from Cyprus to England was scheduled to de@gprus on Saturday, 23 April 1932, but it did do so,
for some reason, until Sunday, 24 April 1932. Utttilay, this flight delay had been veiled in mygt&¥ith the
encouragement of Robin Davis, the President oCy@rus Study Circle, | decided to conduct someaetein
the Cyprus newspaper archives in order to try @hthe veil of mystery on this important event.rismurces |
relied primarily on contemporary newspapers publisim Cyprus.

In the end, the findings of my painstaking reseatcthe archives, not only helped in solving tHight delay
mystery’, but also brought to light some unknownvrieformation about the first airmail flights to érrom
Cyprus, proving once again the importance of tloallmewspaper archives in exploring the postabhysof
Cyprus.

The eastbound airmail flight to Limassol on 1®Rpril 1932

The first Imperial Airways flying boats direct sere was officially announced by the Post Office i@tNo.
333, which was published in the Cyprus Gazette. Notice stated thatWeather permitting, the flying boats
operating the Eastern Mediterranean section ofEEngland-India air service will make regular weekblls at
Limassol. The Eastbound boat is appointed to callTeesday, the 19th of April, and the Westbound on
Saturday, the 23rd of April, calling every Tuesdend Saturday, respectively, thereaftefl] Following this
notice, the acting Colonial Secretary to the Goremnt of Cyprus sent an announcement that was peblim

all Cypriot newspapers of the time, with detailsattthe introduction of the new flying boat air\see.
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Fig 1: The imperial Airways summer services route in 1982p included in the company’s
official timetable (second edition) (Retrieved frhttp://www.timetableimages.camJune 2018).
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Imperial Airways used the Short S.17 Kent flyingat®- also referred to as Scipio Class - to perftren
Mediterranean section of the London-India air roilitaree aircraft were built and entered servic&d81, each
receiving its own identification letters as wellisssown name: ‘Scipio,’ ‘Sylvanus’ and ‘Satyrus.’
‘Sylvanus,’ with identification letters G-ABFB, wake flying boat that performed the first Imperfarways
airmail flight to Cyprus on Tuesday, 19 April 1932.

On 23 April 1932, ‘Eleftheria’, one of the leadi@ypriot (weekly) newspapers of that period, basedicosia,
published a detailed report about the arrival ef'8ylvanus’ flying boat in Limassol:

“Limassol, 22 April 1932,

The first Imperial Airways flying boat that will germ the Cyprus-Greece-Europe-Palestine air
route, alighted at 02.30 p.m. last Tuesday (nogApril 1932) from Phaleron via Rhodes. The
representative of Imperial Airways, Mr. W. H. Whelahe Commissioner of Limassol, Mr.
Wright [2] along with his spouse, the Comptroller of Customds, Wilson, the island’s
Postmaster, the Mayor, Mr. Hadjipaviou, Mr. P. Kglannis (nhote: known lawyer of Limassol),
the Customs authorities and many other EnglishnmehEenglishwomen were all standing on the
small dock waiting for the arrival of the flying &o At exactly 2.30 p.m. the flying boat with
registration number G-ABFB alighted on the sea aldost immediately the officials and people
that were waiting on the dock boarded on it.

The flying boat departed from Phaleron at 7.00 aamd landed in Rhodes at 9.00 a.m. From
there, it departed at 10.00 a.m. and called at lssw at 2.30 p.m. The flying boat was flying at
4,000-5,000 meters above the sea and did not eteoany bad weather conditions during its
journey. Additional to its five-member crew, it Bad two passengers, one from Paris and one
from Brindisi, as well as five mail bags and a langgarcel. [...]

Four new passengers embarked on the flying boairaassol, all of them British, heading to

Syria and Europe along with one mail bag destir@dSyria and Palestine. The flying boat took
off around 3.45 p.m. heading to Galilee. Each & passengers paid a £6 flight ticket fee.
Thousands of people, men and women alike, gath@retie quay to watch the taking off and
alighting of the flying boat. Tomorrow Saturday t@o23 April 1932) another flying boat is

expected to arrive from Jaffa[3]

‘Alithia’ newspaper, another leading Cypriot newsea published a similar detailed report of thévatrof the
‘Sylvanus’ confirming that the flying boat carriéisle mail bags and a parcel to Limassol. [4] Thstrof the
Cypriot newspapers of the time provided less cayeetta the first Imperial Airways flight arrival, sl as the
‘Foni tis Kyprou’ that simply announced the arrival the “first airmail flight between Athens and Cyprus,”
also stating that theewspaper had already received two airmail postalscand other printed items that flew
with the said flight. [5]

Fig 2: The ‘Sylvanus’ flying-boat (Source: Charles Browe$3 Photo, London).
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The alighting area for the flying boats

There seems to be some confusion concerning thietialy place for the Imperial Airways S.17 flyingdis in
Cyprus. In philatelic literature, including aucticatalogues, it is often mentioned that the Akr@ailt Lake,
near the city of Limassol, was used as the alighpilace for the Imperial Airways flying boats. Witf T. F.
Castle was not exactly clear about this issuesrshidy, albeit noting that Akrotiri Salt Lake wamsidered by
the British authorities as a potential alightingqa for the flying boats during the winter time]. [Bhe Cyprus
Study Circle Airmail Study Paper has been moreieitgn the matter stating thathe Salt Lake at Akrotiri
was used in preference to the open sea of Famagusth However, there is no evidence to support the
supposition that the Akrotiri Salt Lake was evezdias an alighting area for the Imperial Airwaysily boats.

As a matter of fact, archival newspaper accountawstihat on 19th April 1932 the ‘Sylvanus’ flying &o
alighted on the bay of Limassol just in front oéttown’s quay. This is confirmed by the reportstad two
leading Cypriot newspapers, ‘Alithia’ and ‘Elefti@r More specifically, “Alithia”, the newspaper dimassol,
on 22 April 1932, described the arrival of theffigiboat as follows:

“...the small and large dock, parts of the quay, a$ agethe balconies of the houses on the sea
front were all swarmed by the crowds that wantedadch the arrival of the first airmail flying
boat which was expected to alight on our port 802%.m. of April 19th. [...] Indeed, on Tuesday
at 2.30 p.m., with typical English time accuradye tmperial Airways flying boat [...] alighted
near the large dock, while on the small dock, whiglopposite the Continental Hotel, the
Commissioner Mr. Wright with his spouse [...] werdting.” [8]

After alighting on the sea of Limassol, the ShoenKflying boat was docked at the pier in fronttoé
Continental Hotel, which at that time was one @ thost famous buildings of the city. The hotelépidted on
a postcard (Fig 3: the first building on the rigide) showing Limassol quay during the mid-war @eriToday,
the building no longer operates as a hotel; it lggoto the Cyprus University of Technology, housihg
School of Economics and Management.

Fig 3: The Quay, Limassol. lllustrated postcard (Foscalos)

It should be noted that the newspaper accountsrootiiat the British authorities, at a certain gpivere

examining the possibility of using the Akrotiri $&bke as an alighting place for the flying boatghie winter
time, but these plans never materialised. ‘Elefgharewspaper reported on 13 April 1932 that twqdmial

Airways experts arrived in Cyprus and visited tHediri Salt Lake to inspect the area with a viewcteating
an airfield station. [9] ‘Neon Ethnos’ newspapem, 7 May 1932, gave more details about the worés ltad
started in Akrotiri Salt Lake i.e.ptimarily the cleaning of a small canal which waslibved that it was
constructed by the Venetiang10]
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‘Neos Kypriakos Fylax’ newspaper also confirmed an article published on 24 August 1932 that the
Department of Public Works carried out works in 8et Lake area for the same purpose. [11] Asadire
mentioned, the project was never concluded bectigsdirect Imperial Airways airmail service to afidm
Cyprus was discontinued as of 1st October 1932.

The delayed first westbound flight (24 April 1932)

As already mentioned, according to the Post Officéice No. 333 the Imperial Airways westbound aitma
flight was expected to call at Limassol on Saturdasd of April. But things did not go as plannedéese the
arrival of the flying boat was delayed for one daje newspaper accounts provide an insight intorélaé
cause of the flight delay. In an article publish@d 29 April 1932 about the arrival of the flying didfrom
Tiberias, ‘Alithia’ newspaper reported the followin

“The second airmail flying boat was scheduled tower in Limassol on Saturday morniligote:
23 April). However, due to fierce winds, the flight was dafaiyeBasra for 23 whole hours and
as a result the flying boat arrived and alighted aumr port at 8.20 a.m. on Sundéyote: 24
April).” [12]

‘Eleftheria’ newspaper on 30 April 1932 confirmdtht the airmail flight arrived a day late due tdeday in
Basra:

“The flight of the second flying boat that was sbhled to arrive from Jaffa on Saturday

morning was delayed in Basra for 23 hours due éoc& winds. The flying boat eventually
alighted on our port on Sunday morning. It is taeng flying boat that departed last Tuesday for
the Jaffa-India air route.[13]

= ' — = e e — = — —

Fig 4: Imperial Airways ‘Satyrus’ flying boat anchored 8ea of Galilee.
(Source: Library of Congress Prints and Photograpingision, Washington DC)

The arrival of the ‘Sylvanus’ on 24 April 1932 froffiberias was accompanied by the same fanfare that
occasioned its arrival in Limassol five days befdtablic interest was evident in the crowd that athered at

the town’s sea front for some time before the atrivhe following description is from an articlelgished in
‘Alithia’ newspaper on 29 April 1932 concerning thigival of thelmperial Airways westbound flight:

“Many people, men and women alike, gathered oneeregt the quay to watch the alighting and
taking off sequence of the flying boat. After tlyend boat alighted on sea, the port authority
assisted the disembarkation of the 14 passengevgreen and 8 men. Two of the passengers
embarked in Karachi of India, seven in Basra, twdBaghdad and three in Galilee. Their final
destination is London. All the passengers disekdzhon shore and visited our city.
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They had breakfast at the Continental Hotel ang t@ught flowers and oranges for which they
said they are of superior quality than the orangédaffa. [...]

This time the flying boat carried no mail on boalfdthere had been any available seats, 3-4 of
our fellow citizens could have travelled to Atheb®ard the flying boat. At 9.35 a.m. the flying
boat took off for Rhodes — Piraeus — Brindisisltlie same flying boat with identification letters
G-ABFB that called at Limassol the first tinffreote: on 19 April 1932)Eight mail bags were
taken on board the flying boat, in total about IMQetters destined for Athens, Europe and
everywhere else in the world. [...] UndoubtediyQ(R) of these letters were sent by the stamp
collectors of Cyprus on the occasion of the fiistat flight between Cyprus and Europe. In fact,
each one of these stamp collectors had sent huadreeimpty souvenir envelopes to all the parts
of the world in order to be returned back to théims believed that the value of these souvenir
letters will rise in the near future. Today, soneople are buying these letters for five shillings
each. After a few years’ time, each one of theseesur letters will be considered scarce and it
is estimated that their value will rise up to fipeunds or more. It's a stroke of luck for the stamp
collectors. We wish them sd14]

The flying boat left Limassol for Rhodes at 9.3Maon 24 April 1932 and reached Athens in the exgeni
‘Eleftheria’ newspaper confirmed that eight maigbavere carried on board the flying boat from Listds
[15]

Conclusions

There is no doubt that the inauguration of the cheduled airmail flights to and from Cyprus iprih1932 is
a landmark in the island’s postal history. The agske that was conducted in the Cyprus newspapkiveshas
revealed many unknown details about these flig¥itst of all, it helped us in solving the ‘flighethy mystery’
as it revealed that the first airmail flight frony@us to England departed one day later than stbedas
April instead of 23 April 1932) due to a delay iada of the Karachi-Tiberias service caused byhhaesather
conditions. Secondly, the newspaper accounts shtveedhe alighting area for the airmail flying b®aas the
bay of Limassol, in front of the town’s quay, anat the Akrotiri Salt Lake. Thirdly, the newspapecaunts
provided us with interesting information about #reount of mail that was carried to and from Limag&sothe
Imperial Airways flying boats. Finally, the reselamemonstrated that the arrival of the Imperialwaiys flying

boats caused great excitement among the local atiprulas they rushed to see these fabulous flyiachmes.

Above all, our archival research reminds us thetehs still more knowledge out there to be discedel hope
that providing a survey of my findings concernihgstearly period of airmail services will suggestas for
further study of this fascinating field of Cypripbstal history.
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[14] Ibid, ‘Alithia,” 29 April 1932.

[15] Ibid, ‘Eleftheria,’ 30 April 1932.
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A cover which had an eventful journey!
By Peter Wingent

Dr. Christopher Cooksey, a Life Vice-Presidentief Rhodesia Study Circle, sent me scans of the stvevn
in figures 1 and 2 with a request for my commeritittle did | realise at first glance just how macgmments
there were to be made about the approximately 07ites journey from Nyasaland to New Zealand g th
very unusual and fascinating item. | am very duadt® Christopher for making his enquiry.

BY AIR MAIL |

PAR AVION

Figures 1 & 2.

s |

RESIDENT EMNGINEER'S OFFI
DTANMNA, MUTARARA,
P.E.A.

= 1

It was franked with Nyasaland stamps paying theeobrl/10d. per %2 o0z. air mail rate to New Zealand,
cancelled in the T.P.O. sorting carriage of a rmmwtmd mail train on the Shire Highlands Railwayrsiday,

28 December 1934. This is certain, but the quesifovhere the letter joined the train is problemaecause
the sender’'s address on the reverse is Mutarafplituguese East Africa. The map in figure 3 shtves
location of Mutarara in relation to the railwayod8ibly the sender was travelling on the train posted his
letter when the T.P.O. carriage opened. Therenardoubt other scenarios, all of which would bejeciure
and we will never be sure of the true story.

At this time there were two mail trains per weeleach direction between Salisbury and Blantyre Beaa,
the journey from there to Blantyre taking 34%2 houf$e train on which the cover travelled was duddpart
Beira at 19.00 on Thursday, 27 December and teeaBiantyre at 05.30 on Saturday, 29th.

Having arrived at Blantyre, the cover then had @oskbnt to Salisbury to connect with an Imperiaways’
northbound service. There are two possibilitiemight have been sent on the mail train which deplafrom
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n/agd
Blantyre at 06.00 on Sunday 30th and amvw ; TNTASAL A‘hni
Salisbury 16.30 on Tuesday, 1 January 1935, of it REFERENCE:- 7 Emqu T§ . irregoned
could have been flown by the RANA SerViCEmmmmm oo amear |/ Ly Sy
which departed Blantyre 08.00 and arrive ok fwns-Zaxeea ir "‘1% LUCHENEAY, oo h\“‘f:‘.’ S
Salisbury 11.00 on Wednesday, 2 January. Either—— g, e ‘:511“:”'_%'. ' & ol
way, it connected with LA. African servicg == —i::fmﬂn ; ~  (lwen :.* \
AN200, which departed Salisbury at 14.10 on|2 T “Ls:hrr._rl:s Cuengu™_ N [ (
January and arrived Alexandria to schedule |at gP““" fehago',

13.05 on the 7th. ?-'j-_'»"gh:}j"j{ nes
From Alexandria the cover was flown by LA -.)DHAIIE‘ —BiEE
Eastern service |IE303 which departed at 04.45 6n' L Chighidae
10 January: two days late due to the Short Kent '!’| 1 oMakgsa
flying boat Sylvanus, which had flown the -15“31"9‘1'13 T
Mediterranean sector, having had engine troublg at., =~ ""x‘h _
Brindisi, Athens and Mirabella. ___atﬁuﬂe“ e q*’»

= s o 3

Horsa, WhICh managed to make up some of the Igst . ¢ i .
time but there the AW X\Arethusatook over the ‘I 0 “‘\Pmi'rg Uil

service, was delayed by engine trouble at Jodhpisei: wﬂ“, .anr,, ; o | Figure 3
resulting in the service running two days late agat J
although by the time she arrived at Singapore,4dahuary, the service was only one day late. ,Herather
AW XV, Athena took over the service, departing the same ddlytthrough the Dutch East Indies and then
make the crossing of the Timor Sea from Koepanddaowin. It was at this stage that the service fuather
delayed in dramatic fashion, as reported by thal®y Morning Herald” [1]:

“Darwin, Wednesdayl16 January 1935]

The Imperial Airways mail ‘plane Athena made a é&atdanding 60 miles east of Darwin this morningeaf
battling against a fierce monsoonal storm over Timaor Sea. It successfully took off again late #fternoon,
and arrived Darwin at 5.45 p.m. The ‘plane was améged.

The pilot of the Athena (Captain V.G. Wilson) talgraphic story of the ‘plane’s flight through thorm.

“The thunder and lightning were the worst | evepesienced,” he said. “The lightning played aboutrou
wireless aerial, and we had to draw it up to prewvesk of fire. Our wireless direction finder breklown, and
because of the terrific thunder we could not reeddarwin’s wireless messages. It was a terribighni

If I had known the Darwin beacon was not burninggdded Captain Wilson, “l would not have attempiiesl
Timor crossing for a million pounds.”

The Qantas pilot, J.B. Hussey, and two observers sent from Darwin to assist tA¢hena They landed near
the AW XV, but in taking off again, crashed. Thecopants were uninjured and returned to Darwirhe t
Athena

The Qantas DH-50dippomenespiloted by Capt. Hussey, carried the mail from Darwdeparting at 08.00 on
17 January, and was due to reach Cloncurry at ¥Bé8ame day. However, the “Sydney Morning Héri@H
reported that she encountered headwinds and was
only able to reach Camooweal by 18.39: 2% hours
behind schedule. She continued to Cloncurry on
the 18th and arrived at Charleville that evening.y.. eas s g7soy
The mail for Sydney (and this cover for NeW asr;:s Derh
Zealand) was flown from Charleville to| Aveazion
Cootamundra on the 19th by one of the two
DH84s operated by Butler Air Transport Coj,
from where it was sent to Sydney by a night traip, Cagrnarian
arriving early on the morning of the 20th. The ,am;udrm
map in figure 4 shows the regular connections Fgr.h'“
which operated in Australia after the inauguratign i
of the Imperial Airways/Qantas regular weekl

service to Brisbane in December 1934. D

AANTAS
EMPIRE
AR WAYS

Brishane
BUTLER AR
TRANSFORT
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The next ship bound from Sydney to Auckland wasHbddart Parker Shipping Co. motor vessknganella

The “Sydney Morning Herald” [3] reported she saifsain Sydney at 16.55 on 21 January and the “Autkla
Star” [4] reported that her arrival at Auckland was the 29th. The letter was most likely delivetedhe
original address in Tauranga on the 30th, wherevas readdressed and reposted the following day, as
confirmed by the Tauranga datestamp on the frotii@tover.

Butler Air Transport Company operated the weeklya@Gville ~ Cootamundra service with two DH84
Dragons named, appropriatefgharleville (VH-URU) andCootamundra(VH-URV). The latter is shown in
figure 5.

Figure 5

Figure 6:Huddart & Parker m.s. Wanganella, 9,576 gross regisd tons.
Built 1929 for Elder Dempster Co. as Achimota, dolti. & P. 1933, scrapped 1970.

Acknowledgements:
| am grateful to Tony Plumbe for providing much fusénformation regarding the Nyasaland T.P.O. smd
Christopher Cooksey for his consent to featurebigr in the I.A. Gazette.
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The Dundee ~ South Africa flight byMercury
Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker & Laurencéton

Terry Hare-Walker and Laurence Kimpton have beaw f@rtunate to obtain one cover each carried @ th
flight from Dundee to Cape Town by the seaplitercury, the upper component of the Short-Mayo composite
aircraft, in an attempt to break the long-distarezmrd for a flight by a seaplane.

The record stood at 6,300 miles and the distarmm fDundee to Cape Town is 6,500 mildglercury was
launched fromMaia on 6 October 1938 and, encountering headwinds,ferasd to land at the mouth of the
Orange river, 400 miles short of Cape Town, on &Ber. She was flown by Captain Donald Bennettlaad
co-pilot Flight Officer |. Harvey. For those reasl@vanting a detailed description of the flighte $&ingent [1].

Terry, Laurence and myself were aware of only omeec carried on the flight, which was from the Mapd
Southampton to the Mayor of Cape Town. This west 8een by us in the Rudi Jeidal auction catal¢gue
Now with the appearance of these two covers, wedeoif there are others tucked away somewhereso,|f
there won't be many.

= Figure 1 shows the front and reverse
of Terry’'s cover. It is signed by
Flight Officer Harvey and originally
was addressed to him at Leuchars.

KMM ARMA. xﬁm,mw?

A Aeoftorr fitordd éfm{;ffff
Jffa..,,{-'u- A Al Hcffr"”f’*b .-.rzﬁ/ p & e

b _._ B (1 A
j \/@ It was not only headwinds but
shortage of fuel which caused

Mercury to land at the Orange River,
which forms the boundary between
South and South-West Africa. Petrol
was taken to her by lorry from Fort
Nolloth, 84 miles away, and she then
flew to Cape Town .

/. 4

il "_L;.,,.E. {:"
Figure 1 METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE|
— - AIR MINISTRY
sCT 1838

Interestingly, on her return flight t
SouthamptonMercury carried a letter i P TTOHARS
from the Mayor of Cape Town to th e
Mayor of Southampton. | wonder i
that letter will come to light one day!

|METEOR® FICE]

ST IR
| |
i L UL AIND
QIS0 __;,..é“_l
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Laurence’s cover (front and reverse) is showngaore 2:

The Union of South Africa. Die Unie van Suidafrika.
o i
:g
Mrs. J. G. Robins, 2 )4
"The Sundial,"
Talana Hoad,
Claremont,
CAPETOWN.
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.
)
7 omE—
W{&,,d =7
! ]."4 .
2 o & o . 4’:‘.. /_’:--I'.'ng -
< P™ LoV s
fHs
Figure 2

Although it apparently did not pass through a Roaffice, it bears Donald Bennett's signature on tineerse
and the same notation as that which he wrote oadhier to the Mayor of Cape Town. It would be ietding
to know who was the sender and also Mrs. J.G. Robe addressee.

They are certainly two extremely rare covers andtbanks must go to Terry and Laurence for shattiregn
with us.
References
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Imperial Airways Flight Number AN47
Inaugural Flight from Cape Town to London

By John C. Symons

Imperial Airways (IAL) Flight Number AN47, the ingural flight of the new service operating betweap€
Town, South Africa and Croydon, London cannot bestdered in isolation. It is essential to inclute toles
of three other flights which had a significant impan this service, these are AS41, AS47 (both f@nwydon
Airport to Wingfield Airport, Cape Town) and AN48\ingfield Airport, Cape Town to Croydon Airportoif
each in their respective ways ensured the ultimateessful delivery of the mail carried on flighlN47 to
England. The story of this inaugural flight hastéead in many books and articles, but in many cases
fragmented and incomplete. This article looks tvjate a full analysis of these flights, revealihg full story
of this historic service.

A new route can be introduced by a number of methBastly, and perhaps most obvious, departun@ #g
arrival at B, turn around and return to A, a seajproach. Secondly, aircraft could start simulbaiséy from
either end, A to B and B to A, a parallel approathirdly an existing route may be extended to tee n
destination, returning as in the second exampis;was the approach taken by IAL with the inaugdiight
AS47 from London to Cape Town departing on 20thudayy AN47 the first departure from Cape Town to
London on 27th January 1932, and thereafter.

From late February 1931 IAL had been operatingéiceto East Africa from Cairo to Mwanza in Tangga,
in conjunction with the service from Croydon to Eeli, India initially carrying the East African rhais far as
Cairo where it was transferred to the Mwanza sericom 21st October the African service commericad
Croydon direct to Mwanza.

The first flight to terminate at Cape Town was AS$#[lwhich departed from Croydon on 9th Decembe3119
arriving in Cape Town on 21st December. IAL used flight to pre—position aircraft on this extendeulite
preparatory to the inaugural flight in January 19BR2addition to this role, the GPO took the oppnity to
place on board a consignment of Christmas mailiteatb it being referred to as the Christmas Mbghit.
Alternatively the flight has been thought of asexperimental flight, some postal authorities evenstdering
it to be a first flight. Not one of these is enljreorrect, its primary function was to positiomaaft preparatory
to the departure of AN47.

Flight No. AS41 — Croydon Airport, London to Wingfield Airport, Cape Town

- For forwarding by Cape Christomas Air ¥ail.
R FORBES-BEMNTLEY,

ZIRCHIACARS, MALTA

F. 0 Box 731

Southern [4fe Building.
Dnr‘tinn;
LR
2TELH 3304 ‘ o g a

Figure 1 Flight AS41. Postmarks: Departure: Hudson'’s Plaséton Rd, SW1, *,
9 De 31. Transit: Johannesburg 16, 21 Dec 31 33@arnval: Durban 7,22 Dec31

Flight AS41 (Figure 1) departed from

Croydon on 9th December 1931, the first
stage was to Paris. It carried 127 letters
which had been posted at Croydon Airport
[2]. At Paris this small quantity was added
to the vast bulk of the mail which had been
forwarded the previous day. From Paris
the mail was carried by rail to Brindisi, the

result of a dispute which prevented the
transit of British aircraft across Italy. On

12th December the mail arrived at
Alexandria, having been flown via Athens
and Mirabella, Crete. It was immediately
forwarded to Cairo by rail arriving later

the same day.

The 14th December marked the departure of de ldadIDH66 Hercule€ity of Delhifor Aswan, Egypt carrying
the mail, where it was delayed by one day due ttement weather. At Aswan the mail was transfete@n
Armstrong Whitworth AW154 Argosgity of Glasgowdeparting on 15th December and flown to Kharto8odan,
arriving later the same day. From Khartoum to Kisuthe mail was carried aboard a Short S8 Caléiyiteg boat
City of Alexandriadeparting on 16th December and arriving latersdrae day. At Kisumu the mail was transferred
to a de Havilland DH66 Hercule€ity of Basrawhich after a night stop departed on 17th Decenfber
Johannesburg via Nairobi, Mbeya, and Salisburyuffei@).
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J«3.Navis
e/o Afpican Lakes Corporation Lid
MFPIRA
Northarno

THE. FIRST AR WAL
betwiien

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA Ahodaszia

Figure 2. Flight AS41. Postmarks: Departure: Londas.
1931.L, Dec 8,2 pm.
Arrival: Mpika Northern Rhodesia, 19 Dec 31

On arrival at Johannesburg on 20th
December all mail was offloaded and
backstamped prior to reloading onto a
further de Havilland DH66 HerculgSity

of Karachi The aircraft departed on 21st
December for Cape Town routed via
Kimberly and Victoria West, arriving later
the same day (Figure 3). Following the
arrival of flight AS41 all necessary aircraft
were in their correct positions for the first
scheduled flight from Cape Town's
Wingfield Airport to London’s Croydon

Airport.

AlR-MAIL

(Experimenal Flghe}
0031

KMAS
First fhght lizoden

il R 1

Gemintre 210 T

ERECIAL

Figure 3. Posted in Johennesburg on 21st Decemibedressed to Cape Town where it arrived the sameaddy
redirected to Ladysmith. The reverse carries ariedication this flight was considered a “Spec@hristmas Air Mail.”

Flight No. AS47 — Croydon Airport, London to Wingfield Airport, Cape Town

Flight AS47 was the first scheduled service to afgepn IAL’s trans—African route from Cairo to Capawn.
It departed from Croydon on 20th January 1932 yoagrthree passengers and some 20,000 lettergolite to
Cairo was identical to that flown by AS41. From ©gpassengers and mail were carried aboard an Ayngst
Whitworth AW154 ArgosyCity of Arundelwhich departed from Cairo on 24th December, afidviing night
stops at Khartoum and Juba, arrived in Kisumu aih d@nuary. The passengers and mail were trandfare

the DH66 Hercule€ity of Baghdad

CROYDON 21

No. 317

¥r, C. Wyndham,

Pogte Hestanta,

MO8 HI,

Tan i

Figure 4. Postmarks: Departure:
Purley Middlesex, 19 Ja, 32.
Arrival: Moshi Registered, 28 Ja,
1932

The Hercules departed from Kisumu the
following day, making an overnight stop
at Nairobi before proceeding en route to
Broken Hill in Northern Rhodesia. This
stage was fraught with difficulties. Firstly
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on the approach to Mbeya the aircraft landed oaidield sodden from recent heavy rains and sat tine
muddy surface rendering a take—off with the loadias carrying impossible. The passengers and nexié w
taken to nearby Mbalazia which had an emergensyrigr The reduction in weight enabled the airctaftake
off for Mbalazia. On arrival passengers and maitenable to resume their flight to the next stop RapiAs it
approached Mpika the aircraft was forced to turckitke result of a fierce approaching storm andcéetor
the relief landing ground at Chinsali (Appendix Anable to reach it the aircraft made a forcedilapéh the
bush at Shiwa Ngundu, the estate and residenceobfS@iart Gore—Brown (Appendix B). Having been
entertained by Gore—Brown and his wife that evenmext morning, after a suitable area had beerretdelay
Gore—Brown’s native staff, the aircraft was abledepart and arrived safely at Broken Hill on 3Camulary
(Figure 4).

The flight terminated at Broken Hill. The storm whiresulted in the overnight stop at Shiwa Ngunald &lso
forced the northbound service, AN47, to make anrgerey landing some distance to the south eastakds
Hill, and being unable to communicate with it thecidion was taken to use the “City of Baghdad” in
conjunction with two other aircraft to search foetmissing aircraft. The passengers continuedhanttesburg
by rail, whilst the mail was placed aboard a chadeDH80a Puss Moth of Rhodesian Aviation Co Lttjcl
departed on 31st January arriving the same daglab8ry. Following a night stop the aircraft contéd onto
Johannesburg, arriving on 1st February. The folhgwilay saw the conclusion of this inaugural schestiul
service from Croydon, having departed from Johammeson 2nd February and arriving in Cape Town the
same day, albeit two days late the result of tipabipg weather conditions experienced in Northehodesia.
The aircraft was immediately serviced in preparafar a departure the following day.

Flight No. AN47 — Wingfield Airport, Cape Town to Croydon Airport, London

On 27th January 1932 the DH6|

HerculesCity of Karachitook off from

Windfield Airport, Cape Town on IAL'S| . E:,. :lfvﬂﬁ"'

inaugural scheduled service AN47 fo -
IMPERIAL

Croydon Airport (Figure 5). The firs AIRWAY S
leg, completed the same day was [to

Johannesburg, having made brief stgps
at Victoria West and Kimberley. A : :
Johannesburg the mail was transferred = Mes

re Francla, J.Fleld Led,

to a further DH66City of Basra and SERVICE Bision eniend,
after a brief overnight stop left fo between ity iy
Salisbury at 03.55am, which w ENGLdAND

reached_the same de_ly, having again SOUTH-AFRICA
made brief stops at Pietersburg, South o seneivoe iaros
Africa, and Bulawayo and Salisbur e eI

both in Southern Rhodesia. Figure 5. AN47 official first day cover. The batwh200 arrived late in Cape Town,
probably on board AS47, and few were returned to &mj(Baldwin, pg 54)

SSiinAvi - ot variioc Figure 6. This cover lacks a single 1d postage

= ﬁrﬂ | stamp, as indicated by the incomplete

- e e | postmark. This plus the water stains (front

and back) suggests the cover was at some
point immersed, most probably between the
crash prior to Broken Hill, and its recovery.
No arrival postmark. Alternatively it is not
unreasonable to assume the stamp was
removed by an unscrupulous collector or
dealer

The next leg destined for Broken Hill,
Northern Rhodesia was a short stage
departing from Salisbury at 12:50pm
on 29th January. As the aircraft taxied
out preparatory for take off, it sank
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deep into a patch of soft earth, causing sufficeésminage to prevent any further progress to be mematek,
requiring a replacement aircraft to be flown ineTbH66City of Delhiwas made available, and with the mail
on board departed the same day en route for BreknWhere this aircraft was located at the timfettoe
incident is unknown, the last record shows it aaKKéum on 21st December 1931 having completed afleg
flight AS42 from Wadi Halfa; it was not possibleaaive at Salisbury the same day, so if this vis@satircraft
which continued the service it had to be a lot@dban Khartoum. As the aircraft approached Brdkéhit
encountered the same storm that forced the soutidbeervice to make its emergency landing at Shiwa
Ngundu. TheCity of Delhi was also forced to make an emergency landing, unlike its southbound
counterpart, the only clear space the pilot coud fn the poor visibility turned out to be a swasgme 50
miles south-east of Broken Hill, rendering any fierttake off impossible (Figure 6). The situatioaswurther
exacerbated as all communications had been logtebketit and Broken Hill. A search was instigatedirat
light the following day undertaken by ti@ty of Baghdadand two DH80a Puss Moths. The aircraft was found
the following day, but a further two days elapsetbke a recovery party was able to reach it anuptttie crew

and mail to Broken Hill, arriving on 4th February.

Supplementary Flight. Broken Hill to Nairobi and onwards to Kisumu

BY AIR MAIL
FAR AVION

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

be* I & (foudfe
/ 1 b L f
e | /“?
&g, Carl Gl
-z’_&_"l,ffq(éiw-ém.‘;
[l;’bq/au.nf.

ko temen

ENGLAND ond SOUTHAFRICA

Once theCity of Delhihad been found
rather than cause any further delay to
the waiting mail the decision was taken
to forward it to Nairobi carrying it on
board theCity of Baghdad The DH66
departed from Broken Hill on 2nd
February, and after a brief stop at
Mpika, an overnight stop at Mbeya, and
further stops at Dodoma (Figure 7) and
Moshi, arrived at Nairobi on 3rd
February. There it remained until the
arrival of AN48.

In the mean time the postmaster at
Nairobi had made arrangements to

Figure 7. Supplementary Flight. Departure Dodom#éh2¥anuary.
Arrival: Nairobi 3rd Februarv. and London 16th Februe

forward the delayed local and other
East African mail to Kisumu, Kenya to
connect with the waitingCity of

A
= S ——

Arundel Whether this mail was flow _%__

to Kisumu by Wilson Airways (no 1AL

AIROB1

aircraft being available), or serftv: SifssmrEm
land is not known. This departed ROTAE A | S
over _ R

on 2nd February (Figure 8), an
arrived in Kisumu later that day
thereby enabling it to connect with th
waiting aircraft which departed on 3r
February. From thereon no further
delay was experienced by the AN47
service, and Croydon was reached pn
11th February, following in the revers

b e, | 512 9

Tairotl = lLoplos.

direction the same route as that tak _n_ﬁ-._=

by AS47, albeit arriving in Croydo

T IR A —

reay . l.
VISIT KENYA AND DEANGE

Imparial Alrways Limited,
London, <pglaped.

e

— BNADW — — ———ﬁ-

three days late. The mail that was g re 8. Nairobi to Kisumu. Departed Kisumu on toaation of AN47
carried as far as Broken Hill arriving ang arrived in London on 11th February.

on 3rd February remained there, the

decision having been taken to await the arrivdlighit AN48 from Cape Town.

Flight No AN48 — Wingfield Airport, Cape Town to Croydon Airport, London

On 3rd February the DH6Bity of Karachideparted on the first leg of the second flighCimydon, making
brief stops en route at Victoria West and Kimbeblgfore its first overnight stop at Johannesburg.
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The following day it left for Broken Hill, where tollected the mail that had been recovered froenféinced
landing made by AN47 on 29th January south-ea8troken Hill. This was the only event of significanto
record relative to IAL’s inaugural services to Soifrica (Figure 9).

From Broken Hill flight AN48 proceedecj
without any major incident to Croydon whefe = Via Ai
it arrived on 16th February. At some poifpt
between Broken Hill and Juba a day was |0SiypERIAL AIRWAYS :r
to which was added a further day lopt '
between Juba and Malakal, both airpoftsFirst Alr Post . ’
located in Sudan. The reason for these delpys s

—_— o :
is not known to the author, but given the ) e G N & : .
. ’ ; . th Afri PETELD e - e e i y
weather experienced on the earlier flights, il !m a & k0 PANERy Mairrs Kee fut A
inclement weather conditions were the mqgst Enagland. © 1 = -
: g Iy g - ..L'Il'.f.'r-’ﬂ"'l. f r'f-'ll_!’ll'-r"{'Ir
probable cause. These four flights codyld j P /
hardly be called satisfactory: AS41 arrivgd s oo NS P> 7 gt e vl
one day late; AS47 three days late; AN47 Sauth Afric S £

Cape Town departure nine days late, Kisu JParry, Leon & Hayhoe Ltd.

departure three days late; AN48 one day latagure 9. AN48. First through flight, departed Capen 3rd February
To a large extent these delays wetnd arrived Croydon 16th February.

excusable. All were caused by the weather

conditions experienced through central and soutAétna. A further factor which IAL quickly becammwvare
of was the shortcomings of the aircraft deployedh@nroute, the DH66 Hercules class used from Kisaauth
was far from an ideal aircraft for that route, iisvnot designed for operation in the tropical clamand high
altitudes of the many airfields used on the comiir@®airobi and Johannesburg both at altitudes,50@t.
Appendix A). To depart with a full fuel load meanany early morning departures before temperatuzearbe
excessively high, as early as 03.45hrs. in the cAgeN47’s departure from Johannesburg on 28th dgnu
1932. Fortunately these early flights did not cgragsengers. Slowly the service improved as exparie/as
gained, but it was not until the introduction ot tArmstrong Whitworth Atalanta class of aircraftMarch
1933 could the Africa service be considered readgmaliable and satisfactory.

Whilst the prevailing environmental conditions abide considered a not unreasonable excuse forattig e
unreliable performance of the IAL service, the Hangdof the mail by the airline’s staff left much be desired
especially that on flight AS47; Colley writes:
“As a mail service for Tanganyika it was, howevegry much a shambles with some scathing
comments coming from the PMG Tanganyika. At Mdbkbre was a delay of an hour in handing
over the mail, even then three items could nobbed and one Nairobi packet was found to have
been overcarried. The mail for Dodoma was overeatrio Mbeya, this including the Dar es
Salaam mail, whilst Athens—Mbeya mail was offloaateidodoma.
At Mbeya, the mail was only handed over just befloeeaircraft departed southwards; as a result;
South Africa mail sent forward to Mbeya failed &sgdatch. ... ..

(Colley W, (2009)The Airmails of East Africa2nd ed., pps 44-45)

Even though these flights were fraught with diffiguthis new route fulfilled the dream of Cecil &fes of
what was to become a routine operation betweeroGaid Cape Town, what he referred to as ‘The Al Re
Route’, although his expectation was for a railag across the ‘Dark Continent’ not an air service

This leaves one unanswered question. Which wasslAitst flight from South Africa, AN47 or AN48? Mai
from Cape Town aboard AN47 terminated at Broken tdilawait the arrival of AN48 before continuing to
London. The only mail to reach London and to hagerbcarried on AN47 was that which departed from
Kisumu on 3rd February, arriving in Croydon on 1E#bruary, whereas Cape Town mail did not arrivid un
16th February carried by AN48.
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References & notes

[1] Flight details throughout, unless otherwise stat®, taken from Wingent P (1991} ovements of Aircraft on
Imperial Airways African Route 1931 — 193@/inchester. His findings were based on the rapodntained in
Lloyd’s List andThe TimesMails and Shipping’ columns making it the besinpairy source available. Note: Flight
designations are identified by A: Africa S: SoutidaN: North, thereafter numbered sequentially stgrivith AS1
and AN1.

[2] Wyndham (page 47) also contends late mail postealés headquarters, Wilton Rd, London was alsariea on
the 9th December departure.

[3] Alternatively it is not unreasonable to assutie stamp was removed by an unscrupulous callecidealer.
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Appendix A
Imperial Airways: African Trunk Route

Airfield and Marine Landing Areas 1936

Airfield Altitude Surface Airfield Altitude Surface
Cairo, Heliopolis 50 ft. - Gulu - -
Cairo, Almaza - - Butiaba (flying-boats only)
Helwan - - Masindi - _
El Rus - - Kampala (flying-boats only)
Samalit - - Entebbe 3,700 ft. Sandy saoll
Asyut 100 ft. Loose gravel Jinja - -
El Qara - - Tororo - -
Luxor 250 ft. Firm sand Kisumu 3,760 ft. Short grass
Idfu - - Nakuru - -
Aswan 250 ft. Sandy gravel Naivasha - -
El Allaqi - - Narok - -
Toshki Garb - - Nairobi 5,500 ft. Murrain runways
Wadi Halfa 400 ft. Hard sand Moshi 2,700 ft. Grass
Station 6 - - Arusha 4,400 ft. Grass
Station 10 - - Kondoa - -
Shereik 1,200 ft. Gravel Dodoma 3,690 ft. Metalled
Merowe - - Iringa - -
Karima 1,150 ft. Hard sand Rungemba - -
Atbara - —Shendi Brandt - -

- Mbeya 3,690 ft. Metalled
Khartoum 1,200 ft. Cotton soil Mbalezi - -
Kosti 1,250 ft. Cotton soil Isoka - -
Renk - - Chinsali - -
Melut - - Mpika 4,650 ft. Grass
Malakal 1,279 ft. Bitumen Kanona - -
Duk Fadiat - - Mluga - -
Kongor - - Broken Hill 3,780 ft. Hard surface
Yirol - - Lusaka 3,980 ft. Grass
Bor - - Leopards Hill - -
Juba 1,485 ft. Sandy saoil Chipani - -
Nimule 2,800 ft. Cotton soll Miami - -
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Airfield Altitude Surface Airfield Altitude Surface

Banket - - Pretoria 4,500 ft. Hard sand and

Salisbury 5,000 ft. Red soll Veldt

Gatooma - - Germiston 5,500 ft. Short grass

Que Que - - Hoopstad - -

Gwelo - - Kimberley 4,000 ft. Grass veldt

Insiza - - De Aar - -

Bulawayo 4,380 ft. Good, beware Victoria West 4,160 ft. Veldt

anthills Touwsrivier - -

Lana - - Worcester - -

Sengazi - - Mulders Vlei - -

Messina - - Cape Town 50 ft. Smooth grass

Palapye Road 3,000 ft. Cleared bush

Pietersburg 4,270 ft. Grass veldt Jones D (1971), The Time ShrinkersIDavid Rendel Ltd, Appendix 2
Appendix B

The Africa House
C. Lamb

Noticing dark banks of cloud gathering again in Mgika direction, he (Stewart Gore-Browne) staneadking back up to
the house, stopping just in front to admire thetgvhilies from Brooklands which were flowering egthside of the path.
He smiled as he saw Lorna (his wife) coming towdrits, returning from overseeing the vegetable gasdehich were
her latest obsession, and was about to ask herthimgs were coming along when he heard what soutitedthe
whirring of a propeller not far off.

Recounting the episode later to Ethel, (his auat)mnote:| said to Lorna it sounded like an aeroplane, béicourse it
couldn’t be so | thought perhaps it was someoneimgmp on a motorcycle. She said it sounded likeezhanical flying
flea, and we both laughed, and then the noise@atdr and we saw a silver twin-engined bi-planeifiiit overhead, then
back again lower, circling the house.

The plane was heading down low over the trees, stlimashing the tops, and towards the lake, appgneraking for the
flat meadow area near the shore. Realising it wasg to land, the Gore-Brownes started to run lieees down through
the avenue of jacarandas, jumping over gnarledrtrees, and scattering villagers who had come éther huts and were
pointing upwards at the strange beast in the skiypatting their hands over their ears as the tlofadngines grew louder.
As they came out on to the meadow, the ground sgééonke vibrating and there ahead of them the denephad landed
and was drawing to a halt, narrowly missing a lasgbcathedral-shaped anthill.

It was a Hercules with an open cockpit and the n@itheof Baghdadpainted on the side. Seeing the legend 'Royal’Mail
with a crown above, Gore-Browne realised it mustohe of the new Imperial Airways mail planes whieh had read
about in theBulawayo ChronicleThe first Imperial Airways service in Africa hadarted the previous February with a
successful flight from Croydon to Mwanza in Tang&ay and ironically, when they announced they wextending the
weekly Croydon—Mwanza/Nairobi route on to Cape Taawm starting an African air-mail service, he haddt to get
Shiwa Ngandu designated one of the stops, andwasubuilt. But the surveyors who had come to insplee previous
year had decided the boma at Mpika was more impbraad built a small aerodrome there instead.

The engine shuddered to a halt, the door openeatiaatall uniformed pilot jumped out of the cockpgmoving his
goggles and leather flying-cap to reveal movie-ktaks. He appeared as astonished to see two mhitgle in the middle
of the bush as they were to see him, and for a mbseemed lost for words. Then he peeled off aegbivd stuck out a
hand, introducing himself as Captain John Sheppé&tcperial Airways, piloting the maiden voyagetbe African Air
Mail from Croydon to Cape Town. He apologised flanding on the lawn’, but explained that the weathad closed
down on them at Mpika and it would have been damgeto cross the hills. Having failed to find arenjmg, he had
turned back but did not have enough fuel to retar@hinsali, so had been looking for somewheratal iwhen he spotted
the Shiwa estate. ‘Saved our lives,’ he told them.

Delighted by the unexpected visit, and always Keenhe chance to see the latest in technologyingawnherited his aunt
and uncle's fascination with aircraft and mechdrtuags in general, Gore-Browne began to introdubiceself and Lorna.
He had just finished when the passenger door svopeg and a strident female English voice rang mmfinside the
plane.

‘Captain Sheppard! Are you going to stand theredaly gossiping or are you going to help us outhi$ infernal
machine?’
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Looking a little sheepish, the pilot lowered sorteps and held out a hand to a substantial womaarififties, aristocratic
in bearing and dressed for northern climes withiakratole over a tweed suit, a large floppy hasfrang of pearls and a
furled umbrella in her hand.

‘This is Lady Frances Vyvyan,’ said the pilot. ‘©akl and Mrs. Gore-Browne.’

Watched by a gathering crowd of bemused locald)gahg excitedly at the plane and ‘the people whd Hdescended
from the heavens,’ they all shook hands. Lady Vyvyas very relieved to see white people, Gore-Belater wrote to
Ethel. $ie told us that when they started hurtling dowrotiyh the jungle, she and her husband had been imimapi
cannibals and witch doctors and all sorts.

Air Marshal Sir Vyell Vyvyan, director of Imperi#lirways, Mr. Francis Bertram, the deputy directbthe Civil Aviation
Department, dressed in dark suit and bowler hat, amireless mechanic followed Lady Vyvyan out loé plane, and
soon the whole party was making for the house, hea and fresh orange juice was served in tharliband Lady
Vyvyan was persuaded to remove her fur stole. B agreed that they would stay the night as theeptald not take off
until the weather had improved and a runway beearetl. The Vyvyans and Mr. Bertram were shown &sgmwoms and
Gore-Browne called Peter Mulemfwe (his manservamgccompany him, Captain Sheppard and the mechanlcto the
plane so that they could clear a runway. The crofwdllagers had grown even larger, some childrarirdy each other to
touch the strange beast, and everyone asking hetayied up in the sky. After a good look round,het told him that he
would need a runway about 800 yards long and 78syaide, which would mean taking down several lagthills and
two of Gore-Browne's treasured ornamental fir tré@gite liking the idea of a Shiwa aerodrome, tHosg obviously
distressed about the trees that Captain Sheppaulii\@pologise about them in Christmas cards yeses,|Gore-Browne
issued some instructions and soon there was an af290 or so men at work, clearing and levellihg ground under
Mulemfwe’s supervision. With no mechanical equipmérnwas a hard task. Some of the anthills werdigh as 25 feet
tall and 40 feet in diameter, and as one cubic ydrdnthill weighs more than 2,5001Ib, this meantyiag away large
amounts of earth, in baskets, and the two Shiweaelal@rrows.

Back at the house, Lorna was busy organising difBere-Browne was pleased there were some new @dopher to
talk to, and hoped she would dress up for the exprile had, he wrote to Ethel, felt a little embased introducing her to
their titled visitors in the baggy dungarees she dsigned for herself, a pair of secateurs pusiiredigh her belt, and no
stockings or hat, though she had been wearing shdgsh was not always the ca§ometimes | wish she would be more
femining he complained. He himself wore khaki shorts rotirestate, exposing his long hairy legs whictabse of his
red hair and pale skin stayed surprisingly whitepite all the sun, as well as a blue cotton shiitt wotebook and pen in
the pocket, and a leather belt from which his Kaysg in a big bunch, but he always dressed foreginn

Lamb C. (1919)The Africa HousgViking, London, pps 167 — 171

The Dundee ~ South Africa flight byMercury ~ the other cover!
A postscript by Peter Wingent

Terry Hare-Walker’'s and Laurence Kimpton’'s coveosif this flight are featured on pages 12 — 13 sfidsue
and mentioned is made of the only other known cawee sent by the Mayor of Southampton to the Mayor
Cape Town. By a remarkable coincidence this coygreared in the Spink auction of the Neville Polakow
collection, held on 25 April 2019 (cover shown lv@lo The catalogue description was as follows:

Lot: 2219 =
1938 (Oct.) Air Vice Marshall Dundee-Cape Town Flipt ! \
1938 (6 Oct.) unfranked envelope from ScotlancheoMayor of MR [
Cape Town, markedMVlercury, Scotland to S. Africa 6th-8th. Oc. Al

1938"and autographed by the pilot; accompanied by|a |
contemporary photograph of the "piggyback" planésty rare, f
being one of only three covers carried by Benme8duth Africa.

Note: Air Vice Marshall Bennett flew the seaplaridetcury” Hegor!s Farlour,
which the upper component of the short Mayo conpasgicraft. P
Bennett was released at Dundee and few 6,045 toilbe mouth
of the Orange River non-stop where lack of fuetddr him to
alight. He flew on to Cape Town later the same day.

Provenance: Jeidel, June 1988t. £800 - £1,000




June 2019 (Issue 55) Imperial Aire/&azette

Questions and answers

Nick Arrow sent the following:

Dear Editor,
I hope that someone can help me. | have two gsleri
Firstly, | have recently acquired the cover disphynmediately below.

— = __

BY AR MAIL |

PAR AVION

This cover was posted in Basrah on the 12th JuBAl@nd received in Durban, where it was franketh wi
South African stamps and readdressed, initiallBasrah (see red ink address, later deleted), psted by
registered post on the 24th July, the Durban R-rasrbbing 9076. It was then flown North via Cairo, arriving
in Cairo on the 30th July - and transferred tolthperial Airways eastern service to Basrah arrivangthe 1st
August. It was re-readdressed back to Baghdate@th August, arriving back in Baghdad on theMilgust
[1]. One deduces from this that it arrived in Julesburg on flight AS176 on the 19th July, and fiole
Durban by S.A.A. It was then posted in Durban o 24th July, flown by S.A.A. to Johannesburg, @thon
Imperial Airways flight AN177, being transferred Egypt to the Eastern service, arriving in Basrati tnen
readdressed back to Baghdad. So far so good.

However, the interesting feature about this cosethé triangular cachet to the bottom right, whintlicates
that this was carried on the “First Aerial Despdtttaq to Durban / by Imperial Airways.”

This is partially explained by a very short articléThe Aeroletter” of July 2010, when Neville Padkw refers
to covers being sent (a) from Iraq (with an ideadtmachet) and (b) Kuwait (with a similar cachéfhe copy of
the item from lIraq illustrated in “The Aerolettawas posted by registered post in Baghdad (unlikectiver
illustrated), as well as from Durban, the DurbamuRaber being 9075 one different from my cover.
Pokalow claims in his article thafi]t is known that two covers were carried from Kamwvhile the assumption
is made that a similar number emanated from IragPokalow is an extremely experienced and knovdatp
aerophilatelist, and, although sadly he does ne¢ gin indication as to the source of his knowledys,
comment should not be lightly dismissed.

In my book, | refer to these covers (in retrospemhewhat sniffily!) by sayinghowever decorative or exotic
these covers are, it is difficult to see how thegd anything new by way of airmail services. Thedngb
Airways service to India etc lay through Baghda{l b it had always been possible to have conngatalil
between the two countries and Kuwait would have dwahections with Baghdad for mail to be carriedtbe
IA service. Apart from the suggestion in the cagluétthese covers that there is something spebialitathe
mail, allied to the hint that the service was torBan, which it plainly was not, there seems to bdagyical
reason for the creation of these covers.”
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Can anyone please explain what | may have missed?

Secondly, | show another cover and | must apoldgisthe indifferent quality of the scan.

#- THE AERC PHILATELIC CLUB OF CALCUTTA,
| Bl = 46, PoLice HosmiTaL RoAD, ’
| B O RN T CALCUTTAMT

AFRICA

Posted in Lingah (or Lingeh) on the 6th March 1982yas addressed to Johannesburg. Not having been
collected (part “Non Reclamé” cachet partly over bottom stamp) it was returned to the sendertlzere is a
Calcutta arrival mark on the back of the 6th JuA821 The sender was, in reality, Charles Griffittise
Secretary of the APC in Calcutta and responsitiarfany interesting philatelic covers and not renegvior
sending uninteresting ones!

The question of course is why did he send the covéhne first place? Lingah, like Basra, was oe thute
from Cairo to Calcutta, so if he wanted to creafesa flight cover, he missed the boat by abou &eeks. |
do not think that the answer lies in the smudgedi waholly illegible heavy oblong mark at the bottaight
corner, but if anyone can put me right on thisplid indeed be very grateful!

[1] There are various transit and arrival markdhanrear of the cover.

[2] As well as through Basra - the cover in thickr was from Baghdad.

Here is a question from your editor! |
spotted this cover on Ebay and | ask if any
reader has seen the purple&NAVOIDABLY
DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION” cachet
before? Presumably it was applied upon
arrival at Johannesburg — or was it? It is
new to me.

Unfortunately there is no arrival backstamp
to show whether it was flown by AS88 or

AS89. Both services departed Croydon at
12.30 on the 2nd and the 9th November
1932 respectively.




