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Editorial

Welcome to the summer edition of our Gazette. t Fwgould like to offer a warm welcome to a new nimmn
of our group: Nick Guy, who already has contributed first article in this edition. Nick is editaf the
Bulletin of the East African Study Circle, in whithe article was first published, and it is reprogi here
with his permission.

There are twelve diverse articles for your pleasnrhis edition, for which many thanks to the adnttors.
In addition to the PDF and Word versions of the azage, the disc contains five other folders, thiiteof
which are as follows and are identified by theimea which are underlined:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Maia from Terry HW Terry Hare-Walker sent a four page magazine lartiescribing the end of
Maia, the lower half of the Short-Mayo composite, fr@ombs dropped on her by the Luftwaffe in
Poole Harbour in 1941.

Duncan photos and RSA lectur®uncan Crewe has very kindly shared with us mber of photos

he has recently acquired featuring the South AfR¢a stands at the 1936 Johannesburg Empire
Exhibition and the 1935 Pretoria Agricultural Extitn, the PO van attached to the train used fer th
1934 royal tour and a 1925 photo of the arrival\ainburg of the first mail carried by the South
African Air Force service.

There is also a timetable of air services from Geeor May to August 1933 and a copy of the 23
pages of the script for a lecture entitled “Air Goomications in Africa,” given early in 1931 by
George Woods Humphrey.

Indian PO Notices Duncan has also kindly sent copies of five IndRO Notices issued in 1929
which contain a wealth of information.

Ed Wolf extras Ed Wolf, in Sydney, Australia, wrote to me saythat he had been having a turnout
and attached scans of all sorts of ephemera.

I.A. marine craft A photo | saw on Ebay featuring an I.A. conteainch led me to look more closely
at the roles played by the airline’s marine crslfy. findings ended up in an article twenty pageglon
and so it is included here because it is far tog lor inclusion in the main magazine. | cannabie
this subject having been written about previousigl ahilst it is perhaps only of peripheral interest
the marine craft played an important role in Imakfiirways’ operations.

The flying boat facilities at Southampton are ofteatured in our magazine but never those at tiver @nd of
the Eastern route, i.e. at Rose Bay, Sydney. dnticcame across the photo below of the terminddling at
Rose Bay and, as | have no other news, | thoughtdafdl the rest of this page!
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World War Il North American air mail before Pearl H arbour
By Nick Guy

Introduction

| show some covers from my collection that illugtrair mail routes between East Africa and Northefica
in the early part of World War 1. Much new infoation on the impact of the War on air mail servibas
appeared recently, generating substantial liteeatmd some topics are still subjects of debater a concise
survey of World War 1l intercontinental air maitee (1).

Improving air transport enabled an air mail netwtinking Africa, Europe, Asia and Australasia by319
Crossing the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans to the Acas took longer. Routes from Europe to South Acae
developed through the 1930s but links from Eastcafvere poor. Also, South American terminals were
remote from English speaking destinations to thetiNo Eastward, the Hong Kong branch of the Imperia
Airways (IA) Australasian route, opened in 1937,trtlee Pan American Airways (PAA) Pacific route,
extended from Manila to Hong Kong in 1938. Thetatses this route involved, though, ruled it out in
peacetime and air mail travelled by the IA rout¢h® UK and by sea to North America. Air mail &8sahe
North Atlantic did not become a practical propasituntil 1939. In that year PAA Boeing B-314 flgiboats
launched North Atlantic services to Marseilles imyvand to Southampton in June. In August, IA began
service from Southampton using extended range $ha@ét “Empire” flying boats, refuelled after také
carry full loads of fuel and cargo. East Africanaonced air mail rates to the Americas carriedibyaeross
the Atlantic taking effect on the 1st August (2).

3rd September 1939 — 10th June 1940

Following the outbreak of war on the 3rd Septemi®@39, Britain needed to use its handful of longgean
aircraft to support the War Effort. The two IA @ft that had opened the North Atlantic route were
withdrawn at the end of September and subsequieistiyn Norway. “Empire” flying boats occasionaflew

to New York in 1940 but no longer primarily as amail services and carrying little or no normal mail
Meanwhile the USA, not yet part of the allianceiagaGermany, forbad its aircraft from flying totiwas
that were at war so PAA made neutral Lisbon itsieal.
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Figure 1: By air to London only - front and (insegction of back (both reduced)



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2QBsue 51)

IA reduced the frequency of the “Cape to Cairo've®r and avoided areas at risk of enemy action.loAg
as ltaly remained non-belligerent, the route thiotige Mediterranean could continue. Meanwhilethenlst
April 1940, IA and its routes became part of BhtfQverseas Airways Corporation (BOAC).

Rates from East Africa to destinations in the Amesireverted to air “to London” or “to London amdr
USA” only (2). Figure 1, postmarked NAIROBI 1 JNE 1940, shows the 2s tathe USA by air to London
only. Two red bars cancel the air mail etiqueteuaual in London (3). Northbound flight DN 2735t le
Kisumu on the 3rd, after Germany invaded FranceéhenlOth May. Northbound flights DN 274, DN 275,
and DN 276, crossing the Mediterranean after theJline, flew a revised route by Malta and Corsica,
complying with additional restrictions around theval base at Marseilles (4).
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Figure 2:By air across the Atlantic Ocean — fromida(inset) back (both contrast enhanced and badlced)

PAA's service to Lisbon carried mail from the USé& seen irfigure 2. Mail by this route was carried by Air
France between Lisbon and Marseilles and on byol#hé UK from January to April 1940 (5). The mark
PASSED BY CENSOR KISUMU 2 (partly overwritten byettiorwarding address) shows this arrived in
Kenya by IA — in the “List of postal channels ftvetdespatch and receipt of external mails” in theust
1940 report by the Inspector General Censorshipe(§@as), Kisumu only appears under “All air mails
(Imperial Airways) via Kisumu and Mombasa” (6). Mablications | have consulted say whether air malil
from the USA for Africa (and Asia) by IA went onves directly at Marseilles or went to the UK for
forwarding. Whichever was the case, several coatinins of flights reached Kisumu by the date of the
cover’s first Kenyan postmark, NAKURU 2 MR 40. Bg$ of mail in transit due to congestion or cerfsipts

or both, are not unusual in 1940 and make it diffitco allocate mail, even when backstamped, tdiqudar
services.

Another question this cover raises, although nouglair mail, is why Nakuru backstamped it. Kenysst
offices frequently backstamped mail in transithas time, Naivasha doing so with mail to Kinangapthis
cover shows. Mail from Kisumu to Naivasha needhmete left the railway at Nakuru, however, so why di
the Post Office there handle it?
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10th June 1940 — 6th December 1941

Following German advances in France in June 19y declared war on the 10th June, closing the
Mediterranean to British civil aircraft. BOAC hadtecipated this and Lockheed 14 aircraft begamtiya
land route to Cairo through France and French \Wésta. France's surrender on the 22nd June closed
French air space to British civil aircraft and preted this from becoming a regular service (4).d-cange
flying boats linked Britain and West Africa but kaof cargo capacity meant they could not carry redrair
mail. The BOAC routes from Cairo south through édriand East to India and Australia merged to become
the “Horseshoe” route, linking the three continents

[AIR MAIL
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Figure 3: By air to South Africa only - front anitiget) section of back (both reduced)

East African mail travelling westward could now ytavel by air to South Africa and onward by s€he
rate for this route remained 2s. (2). South Afidcees not seem to have cancelled air mail etiquetiemail
transferred to surface routdsigure 3shows a cover at this rate postmarked NAIROBI 24 4DCthe next
southbound BOAC flight through Kenya was flight \®& on the 27th (4).

As noted above, a continuous series of air mailices eastward between East Africa and North Araeric
existed before 1939. Westward mail could now ordyel by routes involving lengthy sea voyages egdos
to attack. This route, while occasionally disruptstill carried mail by air avoiding territoriestaally at war
with Britain.

Figure 4shows a cover to 12th Division Headquarters, E&sta@postmarked PORT OF SPAIN TRINIDAD
AP 24 41. It reached San Francisco by 28th Apriemithe PAA Boeing B-314A American Clipper on the
trans-Pacific route left for Hawaii and The Philipgs. It arrived at Hong Kong on the 5th May whie@ Post
Office backstamped the cover (5). Hong Kong algdiag the marking A.V.2. in a single circle, He#ekV?2
Type 5, over the boxed NOT OPENED BY CENSOR marKifig AV2 marks occur on individual letters or
bundles forwarded from Hong Kong as open air m&éstrictions imposed by the Vichy French
administration in Indo-China forced BOAC to suspéimel branch service between Bangkok and Hong Kong
in October 1940. The replacement used the weeklgaCRational Aviation Corporation service connegtin
with the “Horseshoe” route at Rangoon (8). Theiestriconnection this allowed was BOAC flight WS a4,
Rangoon on the 12th May (4). In April, an uprisiinglraq disrupted the “Horseshoe” route as the asll
Habbaniya, Iraq was not available. A shuttle senagoiding Habbaniya was established about the ¢ime
flight WS 84, but with a capacity only about ongdiof normal. India retained mail during the imtgtion



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2QBsue 51)

and continued to retain lower priority mail thage tbhuttle could not carry. Some travelled on byndien the
normal service resumed in July, but other mail wansea to Durban (9; 10). The censor’s seal reggtie
cover is South African, suggesting this took thtelaroute. With no further postal or censorshipkimas, the
route over the final leg to Nairobi is uncertai@a anyone confirm that the pencil marking “T.P.&é&nds
for Trans Pacific Route?)
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Figure 4: By air across the Pacific and Indian Oosa- front (contrast enhanced) and back

Figure 5 shows a trans-Pacific cover to the USA postmark@NGA 16 OC 1941. The Coastal Feeder
Service was no longer available since Wilson Airsvdyad ceased operations and the RAF absorbed its
aircraft in Autumn 1940. This travelled by surfatte Mombasa or Dar es Salaam which were on the
“Horseshoe” route (2; 4). It bears the Singapomrirctional marking TO BE FORWARDED BY AIR
FROM SINGAPORE (3) and no other markings. PAA ftgkerminated at Singapore after the 1st October
1941 and the last PAA flight to the USA left on t@th November (5). | have not seen a notice @fsr&br

mail by this service and the franking of 11s 2080s underpaid for a double rate if the 5s 75c¢ fatenail

by air throughout to the USA after the trans-Atlambutes reopened also applied here (2).
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PAA launched a service from Miami through Brazil\West Africa in December 1941 to restore the trans-
Atlantic air link to Africa. The first flight wasnderway on the 7th December 1941 when the Japatiasd

on Pearl Harbour marked the opening of Japan’s agnpagainst British and US territories in the East
and the Pacific, ending US neutrality. Japan o@igbingapore, Hong Kong and The Philippines and
Japanese forces were active from the Indian Oagadhet American mainland. This ended trans-Pacific a
mail routes. Air mail to the USA would travel ditescross the Atlantic from Africa — but that deyeitent is
outside the scope of this article.
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Figure 5: By air across the Indian and Pacific Oosa
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The Vernon Gory Wilson Athena controversy
By Ed Wolf

There are a number of flight covers floating altbat bear the signature of Vernon Gory Wilson,Ithperial
Airways pilot. There appear to be two instancegdrticular that bear watching closely.

I have a plain cover (fig.1) from Australia to Sappre, cancelled at GPO Sydney at 3 pm Decemb88%, 1
backstamped Singapore 12M 15 December 1934 withdd#ional typing on the front “R.M.A. Athena” and
signed by V. Gory Wilson as commander. The covexdidressed to Mrs. W.I.L. Legg c/o Mansfield & Co.,
Ltd. Singapore, the Imperial Airways’ Singapore raige
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Figure 1

The earliest flight that this cover could have floan was the one departing Darwin on Decemberrii¥jray
in Singapore on December 14. The back stamp quness to this assumption. This was the first flighthe
new service from Australia but was neither flownWson nor was the aircraft thghena!

| also possess a larger Imperial cover (fig.2) fiéimgapore to Australia cancelled Singapore, 16eDdxer
1934 and backstamped Brisbane 7.45 pm 21 Decen#¥ dddressed to W.I.L. Legg Esto Messrs.
Qantas Empire Airways Ltd., Imperial Airways’ Auslian agents. It was sent by Bill Legg to himself
according to the address on the reverse. This ¢owednas a typed addition R.M.A. “Athena” and ign&d by
V. Gory Wilson as commander.

The cover in fig.2 was flown on the first flightofin Britain to Australia and picked up at Singapore
December 16 for a departure of December 17. Itkdtamp has the correct date for arrival at Brisbaye
QantasHippomenes

It would appear at first glance that the two covams a pair. It would indicate thathenatravelled from
Australia to Singapore and then the following detumed to Australia and that Wilson was the condean
on both occasions. But appearances are not alagijrey seem.

Athenahad departed Singapore on November 25 for Karapérating Imperial service IW295. It arrived at
Rangoon the following day but was reported in “ldyList” of November 29 as being held up at Rangoo
with trouble to her petrol tank. The mail destirfed Britain was transferred on November 28Astraea,
another Armstrong Whitworth XV Atalanta class aaftr There is no known record of the time takenejmair
Athenas tank, she next turns up departing Singapore ecebhber 9 for Karachi operating Imperial service
IW297, arriving at its terminus on December 12.
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The big event for Imperial Airways, staged with muanfare at its London Croydon base on December 8
1934, had been the inauguration of the UK- AusraBirvice. Whilst the attention was on the largadtzy
Page HP42WHengistaircraft, in reality the Australian mail was pldcen board a sister ship: the Handley
Page HP42WHoratius which left Croydon at the same time ldengist Horatius only flew as far as Paris
where the mail was transferred to the usual PaiisdBi train. Scipio,a Short Kent class flying boat, carried
the mail from Brindisi on December 10 to Alexandaiad there the mail was transferred to the HP42Ea
which departed Alexandria on December 11 and atrateKarachi on December 13.

At Karachi, the waitingAthenareceived the incoming mail from England that hadrbcarried bydorsafrom
Alexandria.Athenatook off for Singapore on December 13 and rea@iadapore on December 16, she then
flew on to Darwin arriving there on December 18 wbuld appear that Capt. Wilson flew the aircedftthe
way from Karachi to Darwin.

Athenadeparted Darwin for its return flight to Singapane December 20 and flew on to Karachi where it
arrived on Boxing Day December 26. Wilson probadphy off at Singapore for a well earned break from
flying.

The larger cover in fig.2 meets all the data datéor authenticity but from the above it should d@parent
the plain cover from Sydney to Singapore couldhave been flown bjthenaas she was not in Australia on
December 7. Indeed the aircraft that was in Aliatan that day waérethusaanother sister ship dthena.

Imperial Airways had stepped in with two of its AM¥ aircraft when the DH 86 aircraft intended to fhye
Darwin — Singapore leg of the Qantas route to Hmplhad been grounded. The two aircraft temporarily
assigned to the route provided to Qantas watiena, registered as G-ABTK, andrethusa,originally
registered as G-ABPI but in its current guise VTFAEhartered to Indian Trans Continental Airways.
Arethusawas commanded by Capt. R.O. Taylor.

So it appears that the plain cover was flownAmethusaand would have arrived in Singapore on December
14. Remembering that the cover is backstamped Deserb, when could Wilson have signed it? On
December 15 V.G. Wilson left Calcutta for Rang@mnhis way to Singapore ithena He then carried on

to Darwin as described above.

The only conclusion | can draw is that Wilson sidjiteat a later date. Remembering that Legg wofkedhe
agents, it would not have been difficult to apptoddilson at a more convenient time.

[Reference to Peter Wingent's Aircraft MovementstEmn Route Volume 1 is gratefully acknowledged]
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British railway and inland air mails
By Ed Wolf

Despite Britain’s early participation in aviatiaghge application of aircraft for internal mail didtnoccur until
1933 and even then it came about in a most unexgeedy. The story starts with companies normaknszs
aviation’s opposition - the railways - and theitglreveals some sad tales along the way.

The invention of the steam engine and its appbeatih transport in the form of locomotives was arlyel9th
century British triumph. Railways meant quickerkoiail deliveries and it was soon discovered thigent
letters sent by train and treated individually meewen faster delivery. Faced with the inevitablgvgng
infringement on its postal system, the Postmasteme@l accepted a proposal for a Railway Lettet Pos
submitted in 1889 and finally agreed to in 1891.

Under the terms of the agreement, railway companvese authorised to print special 2d. labels whighe

to be affixed to letters carried by train whichealdy had the additional ordinary postage appliéeé. Jervice
commenced on February 1 1891 at a time when there more than 290 different railway companies acros
the country.

Letters could be sent for collection at the destmarailway station or handed into the P.O. folivagy in the
normal way. Surviving labels and covers from thésigd form an important link in the postal histafyGreat
Britain meriting serious study. Each company haaitn stamps which were more or less standardsigule
By 1948 all companies were amalgamated under Brigd when they were nationalised. Since then only
minor railways exist which have continued the poact[1]

A significant event happened in 1933 when one efdbmpanies saw an opportunity to apply the Railway
agreement to a new form of transport, the aeropl@is is the main focus of this article as priothis event
there had been no official flown mail within Greatitain other than the 1911 Coronation flights ahd
October 1919 Emergency flights.

The Internal air mail push.

Initially by “generous” application of the existiriRailway Letter” arrangements, the rules were lerapply
to the carriage of mail through the air. The ptadopted by the airlines was to accept mail air th
company offices and, provided that the sender Ippdiel the required postage of 1%d., the sendet pai
further carriage charge to the airline signifiedeébgancelled vignette.

Such letters were then flown and posted after lightfat the nearest pillar box to the arrivingnaral
aerodrome for normal postal delivery. This “Raywatter” facility was to remain in existence orflyr a
short period, until May 1934, when official mailntcacts came into use.

What is revealed is that the period 1933 — 193h&acterised by many airline failures, some withays of
commencing their ‘postal’ service. Clearly theresv@agross overestimation of the usefulness oféhdce by
its providers and they paid the economic price.

1st Inland air mail.

In 1933 the first Railway Air Service was inaugedbyGreat 4
Western Railway between Cardiff and Plymouth via Haldon
aerodrome servicing Teignmouth and Torquay on Al#th by
bus. As GWR was a legitimate railway company, rtegisting
green square shaped vignette 3d. “prepaid newspageel”
sticker was applied to justify the charge for tlvice, and -
NOT call it postage!
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The flight was flown by Capt. Gordon P. Olley [2] ax WW1 RFC pilot who had flown originally witheh
Handley Page company on the London-Paris servie) tmperial Airways on its formation in 1924 and
finally developed his own charter service.

It should be noted that the starting point of thiype of covers was indicated by the company céattmh on
the vignette and that the postal cancellationtiar $ervice was at the end of the flying route.

FIRST FLIGHT
Great Western Railway
Air Serviee
South Walee to Devon
12th April 1933

A PHILLIPS
Forr Dock Street
Newrort Mox

Commenced 9.15 am at Cardiff arrival at Teignmaitth0.30 am via Haldon aerodrome.

FIRST FLIGHT =
Great Western Railway TN — I
Air Service B g i
South Wales to Devon A \ ~
12th April 1933 Ari =]

o
£l

e
n-mfl BALFPEMCE |

A PHILLIPS
Four Dock STREET
Newpont Mow

Commenced 9.15 am at Cardiff arrival at Plymoutib&ough aerodrome at 10.35 am.

No parcel stamps were available at Plymouth forrétern flight letters, instead being stamped weithoval
company cachet. By 15th May a special company ymed 3d. AIRSTAMP was sanctioned by the
Postmaster-General for use on letters carried emdbte by air. These stamps were serially numbier¢ake
top left of the stamp, 12,000 being produced in 606ets of 20 stamps. One stamp was required &br ea
letter, the stamp being perforated 10.
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The first flight on May 15 by Capt. F
Dismore, was from Cardiff to Plymouth an
return. To Plymoutl200 piecesvere carried
but only35 piecesnade the return journey t
Cardiff.

O
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The return service from Plymouth 11.25am to Cad#f60pm on May 15 FDI of the stamp.

A week later, on May 22, this service was externidedth to Birmingham.

Plymouth to Birmingham via Cardiff.
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P _H Robbs %aq,
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

First Flight Birmingham-Torquay,

P _H . Robhs Esq.,,
Fosta Restante,
GL.P.0,
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__ TEIGNMOUTH,

The first return trip from Birmingham to Torquay.
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On 18th June the first (and only) Sunday air majhf was made.

The flight commenced at Birmingham and went teetiteof the line Plymouth

A further change was from Haldon aerodrome to NewAbbott on only two occasions, July 17th and the
other 27tRJuly 1933
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The last G.W.R. service flight was 30th Septemhgr dwing to fog only covers along the Birmingham —
Plymouth route were flown.

The service had survived for less than 6 monttatih other airlines stepped in to partially sextize same
route.

References:

[1] Robert Kennedy, Lecture Notes, Parramatta PhitaBaiciety, November 1981.
[2] Croydon to Concorde , Capt. R.E. Gillman, JohnigigrLondon 1980 p. 24.
[3] The World Airmail Catalogue, Sanabria, New York62%9.273.

[4] British Airmails, N.C.Baldwin, Francis Field dt Sutton Coldfield, 1960 p.152.
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1928 Liverpool to Belfast Civic Week celebrations.
By Ed Wolf

This service by Imperial Airways, originally adviedd in 1928 for one week only: September 24th%ih 2
inclusive, was extended a further week until 6thoDer. The plane used was Imperial Airways’ “Caafita
Short S.8 flying boaCity of Alexandria

Some of the services were cancelled owing to fogil arried from Liverpool to Belfast on all sere&
totalled 42 Ibs. and 66 Ibs. in the reverse dicgctThe smallest amount was 2Ibs. on the servi&elfast on
October 2nd.

For the first week the plane left Liverpool at Lthaand Musgrave Channel, Belfast was reached twaosh
later with a return from Belfast at 3 p.m. For #ezond week times were altered to 10 a.m. frorfaBeand
3 p.m. from Liverpool.

The cover below was carried on the first flightnfr@elfast to Liverpool and thence by night airmail
Malmo, where it was backstamped.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

It is a typical “Captain Smye” contrivance. A 190®ntenegro 25 Helera stamp cancelled at Belfasth Tw
airmail etiquettes, one British the other Germamgether with a pink hand written label with directi
instructions'Via Liverpool By flying boat”and 5d. worth of British stamps and a 15 ¢re Ssfediamp and a
manuscriptReserve for Continental airmailensuring it caught the night mail, completesrttzkeup.

The stamps were cancelled Belfast 12.15 pm 24 Béyete1928 and the backstamp Malmo 7-8 25 September

1928 proves the night flight. It would appear tthegt cover lay dormant at the Stockholm philatedict®n for
a week before the Swedish stamp was cancelled2823-Stockholm and the letter returned to CagBanye
at his Gosport address.
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An Imperial Airways flyer advertising the serviceshown below.

The Giant Flying Boat “ CALCUTTA ”

will be here in LIVERPOOL for Civic Week !

BOOK your ticket NOW through

W. W. JONES, DOOLY & CO., Lta.

Steamship, Airline, Passenger and Freight Agents,

28, BRUNSWICK ST., LIVERPOOL (Tel. 9072 Bank)

SEPTEMBER 24th-23th inclusive LIVERPOOL [ BELFAST.

Dut. Depart ROCK FERRY PIER §-45 a.m.
. LIVERPOOL MOORINGS " s 10-0 a.m.
Arrive MUSGRAVE CHANNEL i wre 11-45 a.m.

«+ No.3 QUAY, BELFAST .. .. 12 noon
+ ALBERT SQUARE, BELFAST v 12-156 pom.
Home. Depart ALBERT SQUARE, BELFAST 2-30 p.m.
+ MUSGRAVE CHANNEL i 3-0 p.m.
Arrive LIVERPOOL MOORINGS 4-4b p.m.

., ROCK FERRY FIER 5-0 p.m.

Single Fare £3 10s. Od. Return Fare £6 iﬂs. 0d.
The *CALCUTTA."

The latest addition’ to Imperial Afrways’ Fleet—one of three similar craft pow
on oeder, and destined to operate long-lstince Empire sex rontes, is illustrated above

Constricted entirely of metal, the * Calentta™ hns o wing-span of 08 feet—
equal in width to an Atlantic liner —and has a remarkably reomy cabin, accommuodating
15 passengers. A stewanl has churge of o fully-cqguipped boffet, and provisinn has
besn made to instal pil-conkers and serve hot mieals en toute

Hach armi r scak i I.lpi!t)]ﬁi{lr'l with 51111::5.111“[:'-:; crushdons, and has a head-Test
adjustable to individoal requirements, A small foldisg metal table is provided for
each passenger

The cabin is decorated in rojal blne and white, nnd the roof s Hmed with bof felt
giving an effect of softness and eomfort and preventing the metal from ** dromming.

Power is supplied by three liristal ' Jupiter 7 engines, with peated propeller
smafts, and ftted with silencers.  The total horse-power exeesds 1,300

Even when in flight, conversation is easily carried ont in the eahin, and no great
effort is required to converse over o distance of several feet. The stendiness and
comiort of the craft evoke the ndmiration of all who trivel in her and can appreciate
the cnormons advance in passenger-carrying aircenft that she represents

Chasles Hirchall, Ltd . Type, Liverpool,
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A second flyer, shown below, was produced to aetthe service during the second week. It shows a

modified timetable.

"The Giant Flying Boat “ CALCUTTA”

Continues Service for a further Week!
BOOK your ticket NOW through

W. W.JONES, DOOLY & CO., Ltd.

Steamship, Airline, Passenger and Freight Agents,

28, BRUNSWICK ST., LIVERPOOL (Tel 8072 Bank)

OCTOBER 1st-Gth inelusive BELFAST fLIVERPOOL.

Out. Depart ALBERT SQUARE, BELFAST Gy 8-30 a.m.
w No. 3 QUAY, BELFAST .. 9-45 a.m.

w MUSGRAVE CHANNEL wee  10-0 a.m,

Arrive LIVERPOOL MOORINGS ... «v  11-45 a.m

5 ROCK FERRY PIER o - . 12 noon

Home, Depart ROCK FERRY PIER B 2-45 p.m,
P LIVERPOOL MOORINGS 3-0 pm.

Arrlve MUSGRAVE CHANNEL 4-45 p.m.

. No. 3 QUAY, BELFAST ... .. .. 50 pm.

ALBERT SQUARE, BELFAST 5-15 p.m.

Single Fara £3 10s. 0d. Return Fair £6 10s. Od.
The *“ CALCUTTA."

The lotest acddition Lo L.|||_J|'r'..'.| .—'|I.1"l\'.1_'|'- Fleet—one of thres similar crafy pow
on |'r.':|.r_-r .1:1-_| rl_;r-:mn::l [45] |13I'.,"I.'.l'|r' |||:1;; flistatice Ef.ru‘,s'n T REE TOUTES i-\1|5ll-||1.t||-|{ almve

Constructed entirely of metnl, the * Colentta ™ has a wing-span of B3 feet
equul i Ith to an Atlantie liner—and has a remerkably roomy calin, necommaodsting
15 pass ] A stewnrd has charge of a fnllv-equipped hufiet, and provision has
been trade 1o instal oil-conkeérs and serve hot meals en route

Each armchalr sest is upholstered with poenmatic coshions, ood has o head-rest
adjustable T.| Individunl Tes |u|r ment A small folding metnl tahle is provided for

and the rood §s Hoed with bl felt,
and llru.\LlL:l:'._-.c the m i a * drumming.”

oiving en effect of & |I[ NERS AT :1

Power {8 -.-...l;'_nliz-x'! by thres Juapite ongines, with geared prapeller
:=lu:t- §1|-| fittesl with silencer: L hprge-povwer gails 1 300
ven when in fight, o silv carried out in +l- |.:3| in, and no great

e[T-Jri is T2 -_-mn I to conve
comfort of the oralt evoke the ndmiratic

e of severnl feet The steadiness and
all who travel in Iu:r and can appreciate
aircrait that she represents.
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England—Iirelard Special Alr Mail,

During the temporary afr mail service be.
tween Liverpool and Belfast, when mails were
first flown o lreland, the gross weight of mail
carried from Liverpool to Belfast was 42 1b, and
fraom Belfazt to |.'i\|'1'|_'|'.:|.|] 66 T, made up s
Follows :—

L 'pool B*fnst, B fast !_'|'-'.‘-I'-[.

Sept. 24th ; 14 b 2 15 1h:

Sept. 2sth .. i 1h, 13 1h

Sept, anth + 1h 1t b,

Sept, 27th ... il | i 1o 1h,

Sl 38th,  Service cancelled owing (o fag, |

Sept. agth 5l 3 1h 7 Ih.

COet, 2nd 2 1h, : 3 1h. !

Oct. 4th . - i 1h. [
32 1y B 1k

The service operated from September 2410 to
October 4th, but some of the services during this
period were canvelled owing to fog.  The great-
cat ‘guantity of matls wos carried on the first
|].:;-.L.l.l.'|‘|5i- -nn thie last |1.:_j|2|. from [.:‘.‘r-l'l_u.ul} the
total weight was only 2:1h. Il:flr. [:]r Inst fAight
from Belfast on Ociober gth, 61b. was car-
ried, including = fow lettirs from the Irish Froe
State.  This was the only mall received from
Sauthern Ireland, and was dspacched over the
experimental rowte by specinl armingement be-
twesn the Postmnstors at Dublin and Belfast,

BY FLYING BOAT, BELFAST LIVERZ0OL.

Alexander Gospg}r, Esq.,
43 Bryson “oad,
Hdinburgh

Manuscript on the reverse staisceived Edinburgh 8 am 25.9.28.

Richard Beith emailed to say that the Royal Mailitdge series of

Post & Go stamps started on 17 February 2016 withiip of six ~ 1st Class
which included an HP 493Hengis). There will be a similar series  up to 100g
issued in September next solely devoted to airanail

Thank you for informing us Richard.

BAGRLE COD2-2840-022
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Imperial Airways’ first flight letters and envelopes
Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker
Terry sent me a fascinating range of scarce |.elg which were enclosed in covers carried onfitise
flights to and from Cape Town in January 1932. Sghoarried on the outward flight from London, whiist

common, are the ones most often seen. An examm@eawn in fig. 1 and the ‘speedbird’ cover in vihit
was enclosed is shown in fig. 2.

-Fir't Regular .r’A\ir Mai!
Lonclﬂn—Cape Town

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED

Airway Terminus - Victoria Station - London - SW1

20 Januwary, 1932

Dear S8ir,

Thiz letter has been sent to you by the first reguler cgarvice
of the third Ewpire air route to be opensd by ITmperial Airways,
nagaly that between London ond Cape Town snd viee versa.

Yo have probably hed many an oceasion to use the weekly air
mall to East Africe and you will have had opportunity to test the
great eaving of time which can bLe offected by its use, mot only in
tha transport of mails and of freight but of paszsengers, and now with
the sxtension of this great morial route of 8,000 miles throughoub
the length of Africa this saving will be made more evident.

At the pregent time all of vs who bPelong to the British Common-
wealth of Natioms are pzssine through en anrious time and it im
ezgential for thes well bYbeing of all, that ths pound sfterling ba
supported by 'Buying Eritigh'. May I theroforo take this oppor-
tunity of reminding you that every penwy epsat on Imperiel hirwgya
travel, or on the transport by it of mails and of freight ia ano
hulpfol inm the support of the currency &8 money gpont on the
purchase of Empire goods.

I hope that you will consider the ofcasion of sufficient
importancs to warrant your keeping this Jetter end its envelope ng
a pouvénir end o reminder of this historic occasion and of the
valus of perial transport end in perticular of the Empire air mail,

¥ocurs faithfolly,
IUPERIAL AIRWATS LIMITED

E‘;:JM et

é“i - Managing Director
_f:\_ o .

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS LONDEN—KAAPSTAD |

Figure 1
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The information Terry sent to accompany the scass

of his material contained two facts which were|a

surprise and were new to me. — =
IMPERIAL

First, that the letters were printed in two stagles, AIRWAY S
first being the letter head and address and [the

second the message with date and signature. —Uears & e £y
Second, | had always thought that the letters wer SR frr o '
sent only on the first regular service to Southidsr Betwasn Shhenind

which departed in January 1932. However, printing = =NGLAND {Catente 7

of the first stage at least must have taken plagle W souTs armica

before then because Terry has the letter and cver it e el "i"-pl"‘ © 7+ Fig.2

shown in figs. 3 and 4, which was sent by Parry,
Leon & Hayhoe to their Johannesburg office, dat&k8ember 1931, and flown on the I.A. Christmaghti
It is the only example Terry has seen.

Firsl Re::{ulﬂr x‘l\il‘ )‘%1{11'
Londan——(\_,apc T-‘:H.«'n P"

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED

Airway Terminus - Yictoria Station - Lenden - 5‘W1__

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS LONDEN—KAAPSTAD

Figure 3
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Letters similar to the ‘red’ London type wer
prepared in South Africa but were printed in bljie §
and the date changed from 20 to 25 January 1932
Again, they were printed in two stages. Terfy L
believes they arrived too late for inclusion on the
first flight and all but five or six were destroye

) £
L\M'_,rﬂ. e, o, . CB. O

One is in the Monk collection, held in the Britis i 2

Library, and one other has been seen in a display ::,i [;)Lu“ ﬁq} ,

of Rhodesian air mails. B By hag, g b
Terry provided a poor quality copy of a ‘blue’ ty Peo Bt

letter, shown in fig. 5, but does not remember fheff e s wm ware Mot ANNES Bu s

source. However, he possess the letter and COVEE, ., . saum amich Fig. 4 Thurn ARRICA
shown in fig. 6: a first stage only printing usedd a -
a compliment letter.

rst chu ar Air f\"\nil

" |
P | PIL' TL,""'."-'Il_'L Qnaon

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (AFRICA) LTD

GERMISTON AIR PORT - JOHANNESBURG

25 Jenmary, 1952

Dear Bir,

This letter has been sent to you by the first regular service
of the third Empire air roote to be opensd by Imperial Airwsys,
namely that between London and Cape Town and vice versa.

You have probably had meny en occasion to use the weekly mir
mail to EBast Africa and you will have had opportunity to test the
great saving of time which cen be effected by ita use, not ooly in
the transport of mails and of freight but of pasmengers, end now with
the extansion of this great merisl route of 8,000 miles throughout
the lsngth of Africa this saving will be made more evident.

At the preasent time gll of us who belong to the British Common-
woalth of Nations mre passing through an moxious time and it is
ssgentinl for the well bteimg of all, that the pound pterling ba
gupperted by 'Buying Britieh'. May I tharafors teke this oppor-
tunity of reminding you that every ponny spent on Imparisl Alrways
travol, or on the transport by it of mails and of freight lu as
helpfol in the support of the corrency &0 money speat. on the

purchase of Empire goods.

I bhope that wyon will consldesr the occasion of sufficient
importnnce to warrent your keeping this letter and its envelopo as
a soovenir ond & rezinder of this historic oeccesion ond of tha
wvalus of zsrial transport and in partisular of the Espire air mail.

Yours faithfnlly,
IMPERIAL ATEWATS LIMITED

/Yt
.N_Wu Monsging Director
1

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS LONDEN—KAAPSTA

Figure 5
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l:irst Ragular /a\ir Mail
Cdpi Town—Lcnc{on

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (AFRICA) LTD
GERMISTON AIR PORT - JOHANNESBURG

B.E. Holloway Esq., C.B.,
Adr Mindatry,

¥
Adastral Houss,
i
ﬂ-ﬂ!ﬂ-ﬂi". ﬂ'-ﬂ.#.,

THE FIRST AIR MaIL- 2 -‘-"Englnnd.
b barmen
L
& ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA  CAPETONN - LONDON

o

——

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS LONDEN—KAAPSTAD

Figure 6

The “In Fight” notepaper and the unused first flighvelope, shown together in fig. 7, were boughterry
on Ebay as a single item, although we both thiai they do not seem necessarily to go togetherry Bays
the only envelopes he has seen on the first fligtbber 1932 service from India are plain envelapesthe
‘Red Map’ type produced by P. Ireland, so this e die had not seen before, although it is an effici
Imperial Airways type.

The last item Terry sent is a copy of the fronteroef a very attractive Imperial Airways brochudated July
1932, shown in fig. 8. This is a surprisingly gadate to feature an Atalanta since the type weate n
introduced on the African route until February 1988 there a large article on the AW XV was puldigiin
“Flight” magazine of 8 July 1932and so it would isethat I.A. commenced advertising at the same time.
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IN FLIGHT OM

AL AlR
/! W
& s

AlR LINER

lﬂlFEFIlFIL AIRWAYS

IMPERTAL AIRWAYS

FIRST ATR  MAIL
InDIA — ENGLAND
Viz OMAN & BAHREIN

Figure 7

M OTT-GNGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDRN-UGANDR- MR COLONY
?HHEEH'.'!HH TERRITORY * RHODESIA « UNION OF SOUTH AFRIGA

Figure 8
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Imperial Airways’ station handstamps
By Peter Wingent

Over the years our group discovered more and miotieese handstamps until | was able to illustratelte
examples in Issue 47 (pages 28 — 29). | recemtiiced on Ebay a previously unrecorded type onublyy
cover from Lourenco Marques, which is illustrateeldw. | feel sure every LA. station had its own
handstamp so please be on the lookout for any mew and send scans to me for inclusion in futaeess.

Datestamped 5 Nov. 1937.
(Front reduced size).

Imperial Airways’ staff absence form

The L.A. ‘Staff Absence Form’ shown below was gentne by Terry Hare-Walker. Thanks go to Terry for
sharing this unusual item with us.

IMPrRIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED

Memorandum

I

Fram [ Te Staff Managzer

STAFF ARSENT OWIRG .TO SICKHESS
The undernoted 18 absent from duty as fndicated:-
Hame of Bxploves
Oceupation
Lept date at work
Nature of illnesse
Dates resumed

" Note, This advice should be asnt to Btaff Maoager immediately
staff are gbsent sick end agein on return to duty.
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The R34’s double trans-Atlantic flight in 1919:
a precursor to Imperial Airways’ trans-Atlantic service in 1939?
By Richard Beith FRPSL

Imperial Airways began weekly experimental maigiis from Southampton to New York via Foynes,
Botwood and Montreal on 5 August 1939. The Sha@06.flying boat G-AFC\Caribou performed the first
flight assisted by in-flight refuelling over Foynasd Botwood using HPHarrow Il tankers. The projected
programme of 16 flights ended on 30 September wh&FCU Cabotarrived at Poole. World War 1l had
broken out. (1)

Some 20 years earlier on 2 July 1919, the Brifigid mirship R34 left East Fortune, east of Edimguon the
first east-west flight across the North AtlantitieTR34 had been built in Scotland by William Beaoden&
Co. at Inchinnan in Renfrewshire. This was on¢hode airships, R33 — R35, built to a design basethat
of the ‘Super-Zeppelin’ L33 which had crashed isdssin September 1916.

Hazelhurst Field, Mineola, Long Island, was reacted July after flying for 108 hours and 12 mirsut€he
R34 carried 28 officers and men and one stowawag rEturn flight left on 10 July and arrived at iRuh,
Norfolk, on 13 July after 75 hours and 3 minut®griting in his on-board diary, airship-promoter gadier-
General Edward Maitland noted on 12 July:

‘Signal from Air Ministry instructing us to land Bulham in Norfolk. This is not understood as, adaug to
the weather reports, conditions seem to be bettéfast Fortune than Pulham. Besides, the wivesilitan
and sweethearts of the crew are all at East Forturgting to welcome them, so to most of themadbises
as a great disappointment.’

One would have expected that this double-crossiogldvhave been a matter for great celebration thueit
return was strangely muted with queries as to wiey airship had been diverted from a return to #stE
Fortune base to the wilds of Norfolk. The R34 watel damaged in a training flight over the North of
England and dismantled at the Howden, Yorkshirshg base in 1921. (2)

Some mail was carried, but it is rare and expensivacquire. In 1947 N. C. Baldwin wrote that ‘lezt and
London newspapers were carried, messages were attdpp parachute when over Newfoundland and 14
letters were dropped over Selmer, Nova Scotia.tBad’s 1947 valuations were ‘from £50’ for a coward
‘from £60’ for a parachute message. Baldwin did ligttany incoming air mails to the United Kingdo(8)
Franck Muller listed East Fortune—New York (R34)68t000 old French Francs in 1950 but did notthist
return flight under USA. (4) A rather tatty westlnoluflight cover was featured in a 2016 UK auctiothva
start price of £900.

Rosie’s non-philatelic volume from 2010 seems totam a fuller account of mails and parcels carriear
the outward flight he noted:

‘Also on board the R34 were 112 pounds of mail pactels, including a film of the Paris Peace Corfae

and letters to their opposite numbers in the USAnfiKing George V, Prime Minister Lloyd George, the
President of the Board of Trade, the Chairman oétéms and Excise and the Postmaster General. There
was also a small quantity of platinum from the Lamgewellers Derby & Co. for a New York bullion thra
Derby & Co. paid 30 guineas to RAF charities foe thrivilege of having the metal dispatched acrdes t
Atlantic by air.’

On the return journey Rosie reported:

‘Among the last of the ship’s American visitors Wes Hempstead postmaster’s daughter. [Hempstead was
the nearest local Post Office to the landing grduAd the local paper explained ‘To a Hempstead goun
lady, Miss Ida Mulgannon, daughter of postmasteaariéis J. Mulgannon, went the honour of placingrisl
aboard the dirigible just before it left the groundThere was nearly 25Ibs of mail placed on bdai%)

Newall recorded that official US mail was cancelledNew York on 8.7.1919 or at Hempstead (Airfietd)
9.7.19. Mail can be found with a London arrival ddsed 13.7.1919 (6)

Memory tells me that this London cds included R3#hie design. Can any reader confirm this and sugplllustration?
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East Fortune was again used by the RAF in WWiliartie summer of 1961 became Edinburgh’s airparsio months
whilst Turnhouse Airport was closed for developmeBEA Airway Letters from the first flights to arfdom London
and East Fortune are known and cost much lessttiose from 1919. See a northbound cover to the kmelivn Mr E.
V. Dolby franked with an 11d BEAstamp and put into the local postal system withogtiNBerwick machine cancel for
5 APR 1961. (6)

Today East Fortune hosts the excellent NationaleMosof Flight, part of the National Museums of $aad. (7) Apart
from ConcordeG-BOAA and much else, a number of R34 relics caifolind.

Acknowledgement:Barbara Priddy for the information from Newall.

References:

(1) Stroud J.,Annals of British and Commonwealth Air TranspoA19-196Q(London, Putnam, 1962).
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[Editor’s note: Richard visited the museum at Bastune in 2010 and took the photographs shownwjelo

Lion Rampant bowplate with H.M.A.RXXXIV The altenelial from the control car
(HMA = His Majesty’s Airship). marked up to ‘6 00 feet.

A small piece of one of the Duraluminium girders.
The bottle of medicinal brandy carried on the Rater
later presented to the Medical Officer at East ltos.
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The 1957 memorial at East Fortune lettered:

TO COMMEMORATE
THE FIRST CROSSING FROM EAST TO WEST
AND THE FIRST DOUBLE CROSSING OF
THE ATLANTIC BY AIR
ACCOMPLISHED BY THE BRITISH AIRSHIP

R34
WHICH LEFT EAST FORTUNE SCOTLAND ON
JULY 2nd 1919: LANDED MINEOLA LONG
ISLAND ON JULY 6th AND RETURNED TO
PULHAM ENGLAND ARRIVING JULY 13th 1919.

An identical memorial was erected at Mineola in .95

A selection of R34 photographs, including one atddia, can be found in a pictorial volume by Ablzwtt
Walmsley. (8)

Elders Colonial Airways first service from Accra
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan sent the post card shown which illustrates3d. rate to the U.K. Flown post cards areldas
common than letters and this is the first | havensgarried on the first service from Accra to Labg<lders
Colonial Airways. It has the added bonus of pringda fine view of Accra P.O. on the picture side.

P FiksT [itisly e Hea It was flown by the DH86Dione
which departed Accra at 07.15 on 11
Oct. 1937 and arrived Khartoum 15.10
o fonde e Britible Weud Hinin, 1P on the 13th. There it was transferred
) Reena. . gold ot w.g to ILA. service DN30, operated by S.23
Aow’toS ANEL MG, flying boat Corinna which departed
Fecna e Rersdnavag Oficsnd infl M 07.10 on 14 Oct. and arrived So’ton. at
Bt e O A s 14.40 on the 16th.
e wel, WAL iy \ L], « y
Wlpada), - , e j 'I' i £ TeiTirnas, gl
Gethiy by L] forach [Ty ;e
LSRR |:-w..,_‘_f'!-- e fC ! .”_':f" "‘Lﬁ—_ = £ o _r‘!',-'
kil - ""I- i -':LJ""L s - - (
}'-- ol tﬂ " q:r"i ;.tﬂrv ul ERsLAND. Envreas 1
£ 1dell - T 'T*fln.u-'f-\# ip" (L4 = aioia i
iy . Poat wisha o ym el f_:_

The existing Khartoum to Lago

Airways, but the extension from
Lagos to Accra was operated
Elders Colonial Airways. Operatio

TRRURTE TRRRERE e =y
cumbersome flight numbering system. e [
For example, this first flight wa H . |
designated AL1/LK89 (AL1 being th FL. H
first Accra — Lagos service by Elder e
and LK89 being the 89th Lagos
Khartoum service by L.A.).
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The City of Karachi at Blantyre in 1933
By Peter Wingent

The Rhodesian Study Circle have made available memory stick all the journals published by theiestyc
between 1948 and 2016. It is a huge and wonderfilive and whilst browsing through it | came asras
short article written by the Rev. H.S. Watson, vhigas published in the February 1962 edition ofRISCJ
[1] entitled “The First Direct Air Mail From Nyasahd to the U.K.”

Many writers have told the story of the visit ofdarial Airways’ City of Karachito Blantyre during the
Nyasaland Air Rally in May/June 1933, but whilshdéeng the Rev. Watson'’s account | was surprisddam

of an aspect to the visit which has not been resmbid any other version of the events. It had betanded
that the R.A.F. would carry the first external miail from Nyasaland (to Fort Jameson in Northerodsia
on the 5th June) but as it turned out, the honelirtdé the City of Karachi The following is the Rev.
Watson'’s account and because he was living in Blardt the time, it should be very reliable:

“The Fort Jameson flight was meant to be the fasternal air mail, but it was not. On the evenirigvay
30th the City of Karachi arrived, completely unhdesl, at Blantyre, simply paying a courtesy call the
way home to the U.K. The Postmaster at Blantyreyagled the Captain to take with him a bag of naait]
in order to achieve this, sent native runners aatrmorning to commercial firms, estates and missio the
neighbourhood with a circular letter stating thdtet City of Karachi would depart that same evenind a
would carry a special mail to the U.K., at a chargfel/2d. This accounts for the small number -y &#8
[sic] — of covers carried, as only those who receivedatimuncement were able to take advantage.
Unfortunately the post office used no kind of cacimédackstamp, so the only way of knowing thabeec is
of this flight is by the postage rate of 1/2d., dhd postmark Blantyre 31-5-33[The figure of 228 should
read 282. This must have been a typo either birRehe Watson or by the editor of the RSCJ].

Those readers familiar with this flight will by ndwave probably realised that the fact that nativeners had
been sent out with a circular letter is the factegorded by all other writers. When 1 first readliwent
straight to my cover (figure 1) and looked insidat of course there was no Postmaster’s circuldwimti It

would be wonderful to see one of these circular$ ask all readers who have one of iy of Karachi
covers, if you have never checked for contentgusotake a peep — and if you find one, please sead
copy for the next Gazette.

Figure 1

The Air Rally commenced on 23 May 1933 at Blan{@hileka) but, as “The Aeroplane” magazine [2]
reported, most of the aircraft and main events mdgeZomba on 27 May. Thus, whilst the well-docuteel
flights by the R.A.F. to Lilongwe on 30 May andRort Jameson on 5 June commenced at Zomb&ithef
Karachi'sflight to Salisbury on 1 June commenced at Chilelkanake this point because | have encountered
confusing evidence regarding t8&y of Karachi’'sdeparture point. Of seven sources | have corgsuiie

state the place of departure was Chileka: Gibboas® Monthly [3] and Pratt [4]. One states it \idasnba:
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Baldwin [5]. The others only thatm' A=A
it was Nyasaland: Godfrey [6], Fig.2 g

Thomson [7], Hawken [8] and
“The Aeroplane” [9].

In addition, and perhaps adding
to the confusion, | have found
just one photograph of th€ity
of Karachi in Nyasaland but 8
featured in three different
publications: Stroud’s “Annals & :
..." [10], “Aeroplane Monthly”  The de Havilland 66 Hercules G-AAR ¥ City of Karachi is seen here at Zomba, Nyasaland,
[11] and “The Aeroplane” [12]. during the course of its flight to Cape Town with Christmas mail in December 1931,
Figure 2 was published in both Stroud and “Aeropldonthly” with the same caption which is, | amesur
erroneous in stating that the aircraft is at ZonmBecember 1931. The same photograph, with psiaa,
shown in figure 3 was published in “The Aeroplareid was part of a contemporary major article on the
Nyasaland Air Rally. | feel sure it proves that fthotograph was taken during the Air Rally antdaalgh the
only place named in the caption is Nyasaland, goteer evidence, | am sure it was at Chileka.

THE FIRST |M NYASALAMD —One of the old D.H, Herwules biplanes which opened the |moarial Afrways route
in South Africa distinguishes itself by belng the first large transpert machine In Myasaland,

This short piece was inspired by the Rev. Watsdtingrto the editor of the Rhodesian Study Ciraberhal
in 1962, so it is fitting to end by quoting infortimn he provided which was published twenty ninarge
earlier in Gibbons Stamp Monthly [13]. Note thatriecorded that the aircraft left Chileka, not Zamb

“We are indebted to the Rev. H.R. Watson and thes&lgnd Times for first day covers by the firstedir
flight by the Imperial Airways between Nyasalandl &ngland. This was made in connection with the
Territory’s first Air Week and as a result of a wexpt to the Imperial Airways from Sir Hubert Young,
Governor of the Protectorate. About 400 piecemalil left Chileka (the airport of Blantyre) on Judst in
the City of Karachi and was delivered here in Lamam June 12th.” [Editor: in fact a total of 282 letters
were carried - not 400 - of which 221 were for th&.]
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Four covers from Southern Rhodesia in June 1940
By Robert Clark

First day covers are not usually of interest tmphilatelists, but th&ritish South Africa Company’s Golden
Jubileecommemoration set, issued in Southern RhodesBradune 1940, is an exception. Covers sent from
Salisbury to Britain on the first day of issue ceated in Beira on 5th June 1940 widN 276 That was the
last througtBOACTlight from South Africa before Italy entered WWII

Four first day covers to various destinations & below.
To United Kingdom

The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked Bulawayo on JBude and is addressed to London. Bwaithern
Rhodesia Air Service940 timetable [1] shows a flight from BulawayoSalisbury on Tuesday 4th June and
from Salisbury to Beira in Mozambique at 6.30 —-09aBn on Wednesday 5th June. At Beira the coverdvoul
join DN 276later that day, arriving in Alexandria on 8th Juefore being flown Corfu — Malta — Bizerta —
Ajaccio on 10th June (to avoid Italy) and arriving?oole, Dorset on 11th June [2].
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Figure 1: Bulawayo to London flown Beira to PooleDN 276

To USA

Figures 2a and 2b show a registered cover postihamk8alisbury, Southern Rhodesia on 3rd June 2940
addressed to New York. It is franked with 2s.-6dd @ backstamped in New York on 20th June and in
Brooklyn on 20th and 21st June.

As with the previous cover, it was flown SalisburBeira bySouthern Rhodesia Air Servioas 5th June and
Beira — Poole on flighbN 2760on 5th — 11th June. It was then flown Heston +dBaux — Lisbon biBOAC
on 15th June and Lisbon — New York Bgn AmericarAirwayson theFAM 18trans-Atlantic service on 19th
— 20th June.

Hence the cover was not only flown on the last@fr- UK service, but also on the last Heston —dndbH
91 Albatrosdandplane service which was replaced by a Poolsboln flying boat service that began on 19th
June [2].

If it had been posted a few days earlier, it wolile been off-loaded in Rome and flown from there t
Lisbon byAla Littoria — a few days later, it would have been sent viattséfrica.
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Figure 2a: To UK on DN 276, Heston — Lisbon by BGa#d Lisbon — New York by Pan Am

Figure 2b: Transit datestamps in Salisbury, NewkYaord Brooklyn

To New Zealand

The registered cover shown in Figures 3a and Plostmarked in Salisbury on 3rd June 1940 and asielles
to Wellington, New Zealand. Although there is noraail etiquette and the cover is insufficientlgriked, the
backstamps show that it was flown from Southerndgs@ to New Zealand.

It would be flown from Salisbury to Alexandria assdribed above arriving there on 8th June. At ahekia

it joined the second laBOAC service to AustraligSE 253)on 9th June, arriving in Darwin on 15th June
(faint Darwin N.T. backstamp) and Sydney 17th Juagistered backstamp). There is a furtBgdney transit
on 18th June and it would have been flown to Newala®d on 20th June. It has ‘Out 21/6/40" in manipscr
on the front that presumably denotes when it wadt edéth by the receiving firm.
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Figure 3b: Transit datestamps in Darwin and Sydsiegwing that it was flown on SE 253

To Bombay
Figures 4a and 4b show a registered cover postihankiglashaba, Southern Rhodesia on 3rd June 19410 an

addressed to Bombay. It has transit marks of 4tle Joi Fort Victoria, in Salisbury on 5th June armhibay
on 26th June.

Figure 4a: To Bombay, flown on DN 277 to Luxor whigiwas ‘dumped.’

It missed theéSouthern Rhodesia Air Serviddight to Beira, Mozambique that left SalisburyGaB0am on 5th
June and so missed serviabl 276 It would have been flown to Beira on 8th Junedtd then later that day
from Beira onDN 277to Luxor where the mail was ‘dumped’ on 11th J[8}e



June 2017 (Issue 51) Imperial Aire/&azette

It was flown from Luxor to Cairo by ‘Castor’ on X2gune where it was held for 11 days before bdmgrf
from Cairo to Karachi on the first Horseshoe fligit 23rd — 24th June and from Karachi to Bombayl &ta
Air Lineson 25th June.

Figure 4b: Transit datestamps in Southern Rhodasithen in Bombay on 28une.
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Air mail letter to a passenger on board an aircraft
By Peter Wingent

Letters sent by air to passengers or crew on bslaps is a popular collecting area. The cover shbelow
might be considered a close relative, having beahIsy air to connect with a passenger on boaidaerial

Airways’ northbound service. Such items are seses frequently than those to ships.
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It was flown by I.A. African
service AS349 which left
Croydon 12.30 on 2nd June
and arrived Alexandria 18.10
on the 4th (Alex. backstamp
is timed 8.15PM on the 4th).
It was sent to Cairo by train
and arrived 5th.

I.LA. service AN347 left

Nairobi at 08.55 on 5th June
and arrived Cairo 13.15 on
the 8th, where the letter had
been awaiting Mr. Joelson’s

arrival for three days. Had it been sent by surfacge, it would have been sent overland to Mdesethen
carried to Port Said by the P. & O. steatadoja which arrived on 10th June. It would then haverbgent
by train to Cairo.
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Ryde to Portsmouth from where forwarded to Australa
By John C. Symons
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Figure 1. Cover reduced in size by one third.

The cover illustrated in figure 1 was flown fromd®yon the Isle of Wight to Australia, departing Byah
Friday 7th December 1934, and arriving in Wentw@&@#émnds, New South Wales on Saturday 22nd December.
In the first instance it was flown in an aircrafievated by Portsmouth, Southsea and Isle of Wigfdtidn

Ltd. (PSIoWA), and according to an inscription e front was the “First by Air/from Ryde to Portamio,”
although there is no evidence to substantiate auaist flight (first flights to Ryde took place dune 1932,

and the first mail flight February 193@)]. The company’s purple cachet cancelling theelalias consistent

on all known covers, differing only in date andqaaf departure.

A number of services were operated by this commamgying mail, [1] [2] all of which were in violain of
the Post Office’s monopoly. They were flown as Aagnletters and therefore posted on arrival, in taise
Portsmouth where it was postmarked “PortsmouthSouthsea Hants10 1/6.15.pm/34”. From Portsmouth
it was forwarded to London by rail.

The service attracted an air surcharge of 3d. payab PSIoWA, payment being acknowledged by the
vignette of a DH8®ragon Rapideoverflying The Needles. This is the second of tigmettes issued by the
company, and was strongly criticised by H. Stafeggrove: [3]

“(However,) flown examples of the second printifighe stamps and labels under the belief,
it is said, that with the granting of a Post Officentract to Railway Air Services, Ltd., their
use would be sanctioned, should be expunged frdlactons as purely speculative and
devoid of any real interest.”

This is a somewhat harsh judgement as a numbehef oovers with the second vignette are knowrxist,e
suggesting that there may well be as many coverstive The Needles vignette as there are with tiggnal
Portsmouth Town Hall vignette (of which 40 coversown). Notwithstanding all PSIOWA covers attract
substantial prices at both private treaty salesfardions.

The history of this cover is continued on its reseeside (figure 2).
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Figure 2. Cover reduced in size by one third.

From London the cover was taken to Croydon Air@ort placed aboard Imperial Airways’ HPB2ngist
(G-AAXE), one of the two HP42s assigned to carrg thail on flight number IE298 [4] the first from
England to Australia. The service departed Croyoloi8th December arriving at Brisbane on 21st Deegmb
From there the mail was forwarded to Sydney byritgkeair services, arriving later the same day, and
delivered the following day by road to WentwortHigasome 40 miles west of the city.

There it remained uncalled for until 19th Janua®3, on which date it was decided it should bernetd to
the sender andJNCLAIMED and UNDELIVERED FOR REASON STATED/RETURN TO SENDER
cachets were applied at Wentworth Springs. The rcovas returned to Sydney where thé€ON
RECLAME/UNCLAIMED cachet and incomplete Sydney Dead Letter Officacekation dated 22nd
January 1935 were applied. The cover was returgeskd, and arrived in London on what appears fioen t
very faint and incomplete machine cancellation le front of the cover on 3rd March 1935, from whigre
was forwarded to Portsmouth.
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