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Editorial

Welcome to another edition of the Gazette. | hppe will all find at least a few items of interasithin and,
as always, | heartily thank those of you who hametributed. However, you may notice that thisiedits a
shorter one than usual; a glance at the Contergs ppposite will show you the reason which is thagrt
from myself, there are only three other contribsitoiThis is the twenty fifth edition | have proddcand |
think that in every one of them | have begged famdbutions. Like me, you may have noticed tlet tast
few editions have been getting smaller so now erathan more begging, | state simply that thereiaeaty
three members of this group but without contribagicthere will be no Gazette. So over to you!

On a brighter note, there are three items of banaterial on the disc. For the first we must th&i&hard
Beith who sent me scans of a document publisheédalta, recording a speech made there in 1927 by Sir
Alan Cobham. He was addressing the Select Coneniftéhe Legislative Assembly on the subject of how
encourage airlines to call at Malta. It is intéireg to read with hindsight his ideas given at sachearly
stage in the development of long distance air ®utEhere is also a question and answer sessiordest at
the end of the document. Rather than incorpohagatem into the body of the magazine, | haveuded it as

a stand-alone on the disc, in line with my editopalicy that articles in the magazine must contsdme
content written by the senders. However, | am Vexypy to include scans of interesting documenfsages
from old magazines as bonus items. | hope yofirallthis policy acceptable. 1 think it is in lineith other
philatelic magazines because | cannot think of which include large numbers of pages containing onl
scans. | am happy to receive your thoughts osubgect.

The second bonus item is an updated version oftefed wrote on the D.L.H. Athens ~ Berlin sem@iwhich

first appeared in black and white in the June 2QG&ette. That was 18 pages long but | have made
corrections and additions in the intervening yeassilting in the length increasing to 25 pages ahdourse,

it is now in colour. As | think it is far too big be included in the magazine, | offer it as adtalone item
which | hope will be of interest to those of youawvere not members eleven years ago. To thosewiwo
were, and are interested in the D.L.H. serviceagdeuse this version rather than the first oneusecthere

are a number of corrections to the timetables,elkas some additional ones.

Finally, the third bonus is a folder named “Echoofais” which contains eighteen photographs from the
“Southern Daily Echo.” The story is this: durin@9b and 1996 | visited Southampton library manyesno

go through the editions of the “Southern Daily Ectwoobtain the reports which | included in my boak the
Empire Flying Boat Services. At that time the npager was on microfilm, and still is, so it was oapible

to obtain reasonable quality prints of photograipbs the very scratched microfilm. A few weeks dgeas

in the library and was told that although one $i#lk to view the newspaper on microfilm, prints bartaken

on a digital printer. The quality, whilst not bgiperfect, is much improved and it must be remegtd¢hnat
the Echo photographs are, | think, uniqgue and tsxdlue Echo offices were bombed and destroyed glurin
WWII, the original photographs are lost. Thussehdigital prints are, | hope you will agree, aldetter than
nothing. They are big in size but when reducedrtund 3 inches high (7.5 cm.), the quality is ptaigle.
The photos all have their original captions andfileenames give the date of the Echo in which theye
published in the order of year-month-day. Beloftziean original microfilm print taken in 1996 angdht is

a digital one taken in 2016 for comparison. Thgo&dness for modern technology!

1 Fw P
1 T | The, Caipmwmris, fon 285 wolk i jbolm iks feet 4o Corpien Bping bosis, prming wrer o el o sl el #60 wi boer
G Dl ol Fisiw; G b, past 3 Ao nirnipn Frm PvuBramyion Widas yorianiy; - B b e . up ieian e e Skl shitls ol
ma Walee pederdar. :‘ﬁu Vi ik b wt e o e L gigmereslrmeas i Eoglurd Austnefla Fide. aid airmih Asitialas repisredes hilan

v, ol mamiis Mopralian pagbebuthion gt i




June 2016 (Issue 49) Imperial Aire/&azette

UK — Calcutta — New Zealand 1933 Air Mail?
By Robert Clark

Aerophilatelists often ‘tried their luck’ with fitdlight covers sending them to unusual destinatiofith, at
least in the early years, a high proportion of sgsc The air mail cover and postcard shown inaktisle
were both postmarked in Rochdale on 30th June 4883are addressed to New Zealand. They are rooited t
be sent by the first regular London — Calcuttavaail service (IE 223) bymperial Airwaysandindian Trans-
Continental Airwaysvhich left London on 1st July and arrived in Céflawon 8th July 1933.

The cover (Figure 1) is correctly franked with 8tile the postcard (Figure 2) is correctly frankeithwid to

cover the fee forBy air to Karachi and in India.” However, they have neither the usual Karachi -e @t
first flight cachet nor any other transit markstba back and so there is no proof that they wetigalyg flown

on the service. On mail originating in Karachi taehet was inscribed ‘Karachi — Calcutta / 7 JLY.B&st /
Airmail’ and was often used as a postmark (as shavigure 3). For mail originating elsewhere, Vaageen
scans of covers with either the ‘7 JLY’ cachet athvan identical cachet, but dated ‘8 JLY’ whichdsume
was applied after arrival in Calcutta.
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Figure 1: Britain to New Zealand routed via Calautt

This airmail route would certainly not have spedthip service to New Zealand compared with sendieg t
items by surface mail. Although use of the Karachiondon air mail service from New Zealand remaiired
existence from 1930 until replaced by the AustralidK air mail service in December 1934, the us¢hef
Karachi air mail service in the opposite directtonNew Zealand was withdrawn in May 1930 as it was
slower than surface mail via the USA and it waseneeinstated. The only partial air mail route fr8mitain

to New Zealand at that time made use of the intednatralian air mail from Perth to Adelaide andyrh
May 1933, the GPO Air Mail leaflet had the followgimote against that servicé:days’ gain over mails via
Suez. (No gain over mails via N. America)’.

Let us return to the question of whether thesestemre flown to Calcutta. Support is given by tbethote in
the contemporary GPO Air Mail leafletSorrespondence can be sent by air mail, if the sesd desires, to
countries not directly served by the air servichsven in this leaflet upon payment of the air postaas
shown above, to the country through which theréstéo be forwarded. ...

Correspondence sent by this means must be sugerddo indicate the poster's intention, e.g., "Bgian air
service to Karachi.'However, the absence of the Karachi — Calcutthetaand any other Indian transit marks
gives me doubts.
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Figure 2: Post Card from Britain to New Zealand ted via Calcutta

QPENING OF THE REGULAR
AIR MAIL SERVICE pBY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
INDIAN TRANG-CONTINENTAL
AIRWAYS — THROUGH
INDIA TO CALCUTTA

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

Karachi-
Calcutta
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4 Dalhouais Sguare Haab
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Figure 3: Karachi —

Calcutta showing cachet as paestk

The cover from Karachi in Figure 3 has, on the rexea delivery postmark in Calcutta dated 9th,Joly
does not have the ‘8 JLY’ cachet. | have not seeovar with both the ‘7 JLY’ and the ‘8 JLY’ cacket

If the two items to New Zealand were flown on tistfflight, | assume that the route from Calcuttauld
have been via Madras to Colombo where it would fbin UK — Australia mail service and be sent bytsea
Freemantle. That would be followed by train frommtReéo Sydney and then by sea to New Zealand.

An interesting point is that the published ImpeAialwvays 1933 summer timetable [1, 2] shows theatdpe
time from Croydon for the Indian Service as 12.80adSaturday while the May 1933 Air Mail Leaflebsgis
the last time of posting in the Air Mail Letter Bautside the GPO London for mail ‘By air to Kardchs
1.30pm. The reason seems to be that in Summer th@38 was a later flight to Paris that left Croydun
15.30 arriving at Le Bourget at 17.45 [2]. The ImakeAirways Indian Service from Paris was by il
Brindisi and did not leave Gare de Lyon until 22[1bor 22.25 [2]. There is also a footnote in threetable
that passengers can take a later plane to Palis@ss it left Croydon before 16.30 [2]. In anyseathere
should have been no trouble with the items in diiele being posted in time as they are postmagtethm

in Rochdale on Friday 30th June.
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| would be interested in readers’ views on whethremot these items were flown on the first regimaperial
Airways service to Calcutta and whether other cevae known without the Karachi — Calcutta cachet.
would also be interesting if anyone has similadyted covers addressed to destinations beyond t€alcu

References

[1] P. WingentAircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern RpWinchester, 1999.
[2] Airline Timetable Imagesvailable at: www.timetableimages.com

Captain A.S. Wilcockson helps a student
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

The material shown here was almost lost foreveabse it had been stored in a garage and was diecbve
when the owner decided to have a turnout. Ludkifyus, a member of Duncan’s local stamp sociekgds
him if he was interested in it, even though yedrslamp had resulted in pages becoming stuck togethe

Duncan was able to part them without causing damaagehe has generously sent copies for us alljtiyen
The letter from Capt. Wilcockson sets the scene:
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The ‘paper’ to which Capt. Wilcockson refers in kiter now follows, interspersed with the photquraf
Caledoniaand pages from the brochure he sent:

Flying Boats
By Captain A.S. Wilcockson

It is generally thought that the flying boat was msed operationally in Civil Aviation until 1929hen
Imperial Airways introduced the Short Calcutta Isoat operate the trans-Mediterranean sector of thiet
India service. This however is not strictly accaraThe British Marine Air Navigation Company first
demonstrated the role that the flying boat coulyph this new method of transport by operatingevise
between Southampton and the Channel Islands wdlBupermarine Sea Eagles. A flying boat operatias w
essential in this case as there was no aerodroregistence on the islands. The company was onboskt
absorbed by Imperial Airways on its formation ir24%nd the flying boat service was then closed dowh
because of any operational difficulty but becatiseas quite uneconomic at this time.

Flying boats were not used again until 1929 whan@ned Short Calcuttas were put into service @n th
Mediterranean sector for much the same reasornvikey used originally on the Channel Islands rotlikese
boats gave yeoman service between Genoa and Alexamdi later between Athens and Alexandria.
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In 1930 Short Brothers produced a development efCGhlcutta. This was the Kent, fitted with four Sl
Jupiter engines and capable of carrying some 168epagers and 1% tons of mail. These aircraft were
extremely comfortable and were well liked by alsgangers.

It was at this time, 1930, that agreement was ehdbr the operation of a UK — South Africa servitae
position at this time on the South Africa route wtlaat a sufficient number of aerodromes was aviailédr
the service but many of them were far from ideaing small fields and subject to flooding in thénsa
especially between Khartoum and Kisumu. It wasefoee decided to use the flying boats on this sedioe
decision was influenced by the fact that the newtkass aircraft were taking over the Mediterrangector
from the Calcuttas which were then transferredht Khartoum - Kisumu sector where they continued in
operation until 1933. By this time a lot of workdhbeen done on the aerodromes at Juba and Malaleth w
were now considered to be operational. The flyingtb were withdrawn and the whole route, Cairodotl$
Africa was operated by landplanes including thedhis HP 42s which were later replaced by the Arorgg
Whitworth Atalanta, Britain’s first heavy 4-enginé@nsport monoplane. These aircraft continuedpierate
this route until the introduction of the Short Engpboats.

| i |

The whole situation on the Empire routes was rdigiclhanged in 1935 when the Government decided to
implement the All-Up Empire Air Mail Scheme. Thiglled for the carriage of all ordinary mail without
surcharge and it was visualised that 2,000 tomaaf annually would have to be carried over andvalibat
already being handled by Imperial Airways. This mehat there would have to be a large expansidhef
Company'’s fleet to meet the commitment.

In the previous year Imperial Airways Limited hddged an order for two S.23 4-engined monoplanedly
boats with an all up weight of 40,500 Ibs, latesr@ased to 42,000lbs, as normal replacements éoKémts
on the Mediterranean. It was the Company'’s intentagive this aircraft pretty severe testing unsienvice
conditions before placing a large order. The All-dgil scheme however made it necessary to incribase
fleet without delay and a decision was made t@w28 S.23s straight off the drawing board. Thisunte¢hat
the Company was backing its faith in British flyibgat design to the tune of some £1% millions wiaicthis
time was a lot of money: this incidentally was beginning of the flying boat era.

The decision to switch to flying boats was by ncamea haphazard one as a number of factors hadjesner
through years of operating experience which madelétision logical.
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By the end of 1936 five of the new boats were imeossion and in the following year the Empire reute
were being turned over to flying boats. The empmwat certainly revolutionised air travel at thiméi. It was
capable of operation on a worldwide basis and pexvicomfort far in advance of any aircraft thenny It
carried 24 passengers in addition to a large Iédckight and mail.

A further 9 of these boats were ordered with ampliveight increase to 48,000lbs for direct takeaofl two

of these latter aircraft, Caledonia and Cambriasie out the experimental North Atlantic flights 1937.
The policy of serving the Empire with flying bodtad a big effect on the pilots, the majority of whbad
never flown a flying boat and many anxious hoursenspent on deciding whether or not to become web
footed. | had no particular wish to operate onEhgpire routes but it was apparent that as Canaddtwaone
remaining part of the Empire not linked with thenfedand, every effort would be made to do this lyynt
boat and it was with the North Atlantic in mind thalecided (a) to transfer to boats and (b) toa&irst
Class Navigator’s certificate which in those dayswa very rare certificate indeed.

The decision to employ flying boats on a
the Empire routes also meant that so
25,000 miles of ground organisation hga
to be switched from a land to wateF
operation. This task was carried out ve
speedily so that by mid 1938 flying b
operations were taking place from UK ti
South Africa, India and Australia. T
experience that Imperial Airways half
gained in some 10 years of landplane -
operations enabled them to decide on'
areas of sheltered water that might be =
suitable; these varied from harbours and
river estuaries to lakes, rivers and
reservoirs. In France we used the harbour
at St Nazaire, the river at Macon and the -~
large lake at Marignane at Marseilles.
Italy we used Lake Bracciano just outside_
Rome which is actually the crater of an§f
extinct volcano. The South African rout
was served by the Nile, Lake Victoria a S A

the eastern coast from Mombasa AFRICA INDIA THE FAR FAST

Durban. Many historic places were als MUSTRALIN

used on the route from Egypt eastwards to Austrah@ being Tiberias on the Sea of Galilee. Indritie
Ganges and lakes provided good flying boat aredsaarRaj Samand a reservoir was used en route from
Karachi to Calcutta. Southwards to Australia smetteharbours, rivers and bays were used througm&ur
Strait Settlements as they were then known and; Hivthese places had to be equipped with launébres
passengers, mail and freight, refuelling bargesatithg wireless and control launches and all theoua
facilities for the operation of a major airline.

My own main interest was connected with the Northadtic. Apart from many adventurous and isolated
flights made over the years since Alcock and Brawhteathtaking flight in 1919. No really serious
commercial flight had been attempted on the Notiaraic, mainly because there was no aircraft ckgpaba
flight of this description but also because of kigh cost of an experimental operation. Seriousight had
however been given to this problem and the Goventrhad gone ahead with the construction of a large
airport at Hattie’'s Camp Newfoundland, now the ifigdily celebrated Gander Airport. Luckily, as fas |
was concerned the construction of land aircrafigased on the Atlantic was delayed and the flpioat was
available first. | had been more or less promisedfirst experimental flight providing | could obiaa First
Class Navigator’s Ticket. This | had succeededaimglin 1936 and | was offered command of Caledémia
the initial flight. By this time the Government h&dd on the communication and navigation aidss lirue
that the latter were rather sketchy and consistedoa directional beacons at Foynes in Ireland and
Botwood, the flying boat base in Newfoundland. Hireraft itself was fitted with a manually operatedp

as the range of the beacons at either end wag tattied. It will be seen that from the navigatamoint of
view we were rather on our own.
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Empire FLYING-BOATS
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The flights were arranged in conjunction
with Pan American Airways who were
themselves just about ready to enter the
North Atlantic sphere. Both companies
attached great importance to the plan for a
joint flight in which both flying boats
would take off on the same evening — the
one from Ireland and the other from
Newfoundland — and would arrive
respectively in the New World and the Old
at about the same time. This co-operation
had been planned for diplomatic, no less
than commercial reasons.

Caledonia and Cambria were allocated to
carry out these experimental flights and
Captain Griffith Powell, one of Imperial
Airway’'s very experienced flying boat
Captains., who is now General Manager of
Bahamas Airways Limited, was appointed
in command of Cambria.

After a considerable amount of test work

and planning both companies were in a positiorotoroence the flights in July 1937.

| left Southampton for Foynes on the first expentaéflight on Sunday July 4th about 9-30am. Thetlver
conditions were rather miserable with low cloud a&id which lasted until we reached the Irish ca@astork.
Conditions on the Shannon were good and we spenafiernoon in conference with the meteorological
officials of our own Air Ministry and the Irish FeeState. The weather forecasts for the Monday raffth
July were fairly good and | decided to give theh®ddir warning that we would start as planned the dex.
We also received the 24 hour warning from Captaiay®f the Pan American Airways Clipper Il of his

intention to start.

Midday on 5th July we had another full
scale meteorological conference which
produced a quite favourable forecast and
the decision was made to start at 6pm. The
forecast showed unpleasant weather for the
first 500 miles with a fairly strong head
wind but with conditions improving
afterwards all the way to Newfoundland
with the wind dropping considerably. My
estimated flight time was 16 hours.

We did not slip our moorings until 6.40pm -
and took off at 6.53pm. The weather at thi
time was very unpleasant, a strong .
westerly wind was blowing with low cloug
and rain — a really miserable evening. W
passed Loop Head at 7.14pm and this w
our last glimpse of land for 2000 miles. |
spite of this | think we all felt a distinc
feeling of relief as we saw the lIrish coa|
disappearing as a dim grey line in the ra
All  the worry of preparation and
organisation were over and it was now
straightforward job of work.
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The cloud continued to get lower and by
bt s e Checy 7.30pm we were flying at 200ft and were
: o still in and out of cloud. This however
/ lasted only a short time and by 8pm | was
able to fly at 800ft but still in fairly heavy
rain. During this period we received a
succession of bearings from Foynes which
indicated a slight drift to the south and
corrections were soon made. These
bearings however soon became erratic as
our distance from shore increased. About
this time we had to make a broadcast to the
BBC and were then able to settle down to
routine. We passed over several small ships
but were unable to make contact with them.

By dark we were some 500 miles out and
secured our last drift sights for the night;
we estimated our speed at 127 mph. At
11.30pm we made contact with the SS
Alaunia who was in a good position for a
ground speed check. Loop bearings on her

LAk

Lok Bmpire Prongsbas wel Brakgn o s boy tow fasme

showed that our estimated ground speed of
127 mph was correct. Between 1 and 1.45am we vwepomtact with the steamers Beaverdale and Black
Hawk and from their bearings estimated we were sbinmiles south of track. The bearings from these t
ships were extremely good and we were able todixpmsition fairly accurately. The weather stilbgled no
signs of breaking. The sky was overcast and itstilgaining. We were flying at 1,200ft and hadt seen a
glimpse of the sky since leaving Ireland.

It was not until about 3.30Am that a short breagusred and we were able to obtain sights on twis sthich
were in ideal positions for obtaining a fairly acate fix. One was the planet Jupiter the other thasright
star Arcturus and the resultant fix showed thatwere still slightly south of track and our speed ha
increased to 137mph.

At 4.30am we ran into fog — this mad . o
little difference as it had been one of the |
darkest nights I had known. One and a half
hours later we came out over a great carpet—-
of cloud and fog and had our first clear
view of the sky. The great white layer
below us stretched to infinity and shut o
all view of the water. Good weather
reports were coming in from Botwood
with good visibility and very light winds e T o e o e LD Y e e
and we all felt that nothing could now gp ——————

wrong. By 8am the fog had dispersed and
we were flying under ideal conditions
the cloud and rain had vanished, the sea
and sky were as blue as a Riviera
playground.

By 8.30am we were able to wireless |a
fairly accurate time of arrival of 10a

GMT. At 9.15am we caught our firs
glimpse of Newfoundland and crossed the ‘T

coast about 12 miles south of our expected i{ I e i AT Tk A et vt o o 4
landfall, landing at Botwood at 10.03.am.




June 2016 (Issue 49) Imperial Aire/&azette

This seems to be quite a dramatic account
of such a humdrum thing as an Atlantic
crossing but it must be remembered that
this flight was made some 24 years ago
with little help from ground aids, no large
fuel reserves, not a great deal of experience
of  North  Atlantic  meteorological
conditions and forecasting and alternates
that consisted of any water area where you
could drop anchor. There was however
nothing haphazard about these flights and
they were well organised and ran to
schedule.

The last stage of the flying boat operations
was the development of the empire boat to
be capable of carrying passengers across
the North Atlantic and the first of these
aircraft — the Golden Hind — was launched
in 1939 and two further aircraft shortly
after. The all up weight had been increased
to some 75,00lbs with an estimated range
of 3,000 miles. The war stopped these
boats being used on normal passenger serviceshapdvere taken over by the RAF. This was more &8 le
the end of the flying boat era except for the openaof the Boeing 314 during and just after the .withe
Princess flying boat was never put into service @wiflaviation returned entirely to land baseccgift.

Captain Wilcockson, 1961.

Instone Air Line post cards
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan kindly sent scans of these hard-to-
find post cards of aircraft operated by one of
Imperial Airways’ predecessors.

Both cards feature the Vickers Vimy
Commercial G-EASI, namedity of London

INSTONC AlR LINER, "CITY QF LONDEN, " LEAWINDG CAOYDON

-

IRETSMHE Aim LINCN LEAYING TOR PARID.
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Aerodrome Hotel double-sided leaflet
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan kindly sent scans of both sides of

the leaflet illustrated here. It was produced
by the Aerodrome Hotel at Croydon and
provides a fascinating and informative
snapshot of the airlines using the airport a
their services during the summer of 1932.

M—d_u-ﬂ
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CROVDON AERODROME

Roof Gardan with {oeg rangs Telesgofe for
Vieming Aircrot awd sl gonsiry,
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En Pension Terms from 4 Guineas per week.
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Greek air mail advertising labels
By Peter Wingent

It is over ten years since the Greek air mail atisieg labels were featured in the Gazette. Indtigion of
December 2003, a label attached to a cover flowm fRambang to Athens on the first return servioefr
Australia in December 1934 was shown and in théoedi of June and December 2004, covers bearing the
first issue of labels were included.

Until recently, my only source of information fdrese labels was D. Field’s catalogue [1], whichsiitates
two different types of label. However, | have faypes in my collection and | wondered just how gntrere
might be. | wrote to Mr. Mike Basker, the editdrtloe Hellenic Philatelic Society of Great BritdiiPSGB)
who very kindly trawled through the society’s joalmand sent me copies of a number of articlee rbst
informative of these is one written by Mike Godd§2tiin which four types of label are listed andsdeébed
in detail and it is his research upon which thigckr is based.

The labels were produced and applied to incomingnail letters to encourage the public to replyairyymail
and to use air mail services generally. D. Fi¢ddes that they were applied only to mail carrigdrbperial
Airways African and Eastern services and not tol finam Europe (applied to the first two types onlyJhe
labels were produced with a gummed strip on one sfdhe reverse and were applied to either thet foo
reverse of covers and tied by a Greek air mailvakicachet, reputedly so that they should not Ibeoked.
The labels were not issued to the public but wppied to envelopes only by Post Office clerks.

Label type 1

tg;-‘ Lo -
Wik roil ENAEPIOY TAXYAPOMEIOY

L

- i 3 . el

: Fiﬁ@ursunr!]uﬁw}mmuulq epftaoey Bvraifte -
xirata, Sudn dreocdly deporopluds.
| Amvmﬂuﬁ Bt To0 hiow péaon.

| ﬂZtlrrE:e.n: minpopogias Sk td FETRIEOTNEY G rpde
TUETG GCO0mopkHd Tayuho, Tk ol lotwie e - .
[}El-’l:i(-::; ci::a’.-’ t u{;;nit:il. Tayvbp. Conpeio. g Ezgi;: EPE:EE :
4V avaywn, Dnrioars ehngopoples mop® fudy, fi® e s
ook, i L 5 E N 8.

(B rijg Aeevdivasnc T, 7. T, ‘Yﬂdu.g?. xﬂ}rx{um,-gl.ns). re &0 a, }

Above:cover Cairo — Athens with label

Correspond | applied on the first day of issue.
Using ATR MAIL
: A . Left: facsimile label with translation.
The attached letter has arrived quickly as it was
sent by Air Mail, Date of issue: 18 May 1933.

Reply in the same manner.
No. printed: 1,000

Apply for information re the air fee required and Colour: Salmon pink.
all other particulars to vour local Post Office, | d: h
If necessary apply for information from us in Place used: Athens.

WLl Size: 98 x 65 mm.
(Post Telegraph and Tilephone B0 Minliny of Commrdoations),
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sk vet ENAEPIOY TAXYAPOMEIOY

I :fﬁ-u-u_rlq;-.uéév - Smporad Spidoey fyrat.

“Amicvriont ful we 18ion [réco.

"B dvdyan  Eypwoive =hige
i

F s wia AscuBdvszap T2I-1 Wasat

LieL (ETEOTOAT EHInRGEDE,

Wiy AETTOLSp i dany-
ny. Kezoompazdl

Label type 2
"Ananacypngiive
LI -7
Aul TEAUY G
triveoltd els sl
A, At AT
Caorrespond

Using AIR MAIL
ot
The attached letter has armved quickly as it was
sent by Adr Mail,
Reply i the sume manner.

For any further relevant particulars apply
1o a Post Office.

Il necessary apply for information from us
i writing,
i['o4l Telegraph nnd Tekphone M0 Ministry of Commmicitions),

Above:cover Jadotville, 21 Aug. 1933Athens, 31 Aug. Sent |
train to Elisabethville, then flown by Aéro Club d(atarga to
Broken Hill, then flown by Imperial Airways servicdN129 to
Athens. 1dr. stamp paying Poste Restante fee.

Left: facsimile label with translation.

Date of issue: 14 Aug. 1933. 14 Aug. 1938. 21 A883. 21 Aug. 1933.
No. printed: 1,250 . 1,250 | 1,250 | 1,250
Colour: Green. Grey. Yellow. Sea blue.
Place used: Athens. Athens. Salonika. Salonika.
Size: All 81 x 55 mn
Label type 3
(M COR e 2587
Ee
4..'!' i P
r '\.
& ¥ -rfu‘-ﬂ’ - 1] -
E5ds 5 B : BF S Correspond
?|  Denys Place, ; Dra .
SRk # The atinched Tetter has nrrived quickly
A T®E E N 8. £) S0 e S AL Rl ke
4 (erecoe) e P N
{(Posl Tebegraph and Tebophome  H.Ck
Bimisary of Comemusicalbons)

Above left.cover, Cairo 11 June 1934 — Athens, 12 June.

No. printed: 14,000.
No. printed: unknown. Colour: dariehl

Date of issue: 6 Dec. 1933*
March 1934

Aboveright: facsimile label with translation.

loGo grey-blue. Place used: Athens.
Places used: Athens, Jannina,

Patras, Piraeus & Drama.

*Used on 6 Dec. on incoming foreign mail and fro@&c. on incoming internal mail.

Size: both 58 x 41 mi
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Label type 4
Left & below: front and revers
of cover flown to New York, set
by transAtlantic steamer t
iTHIN U.S. & T U.K., then flown by Imperic
Airways African service AS5
from Southampton to Athens.
1 Bt. Danya Flaca
Athens, Greeca
Ermope
r
:Eilﬁin;@:ﬂrg _.?_i
Correspond ~
BY AIR AEPONOPIEGS
'H mpow DI|-|:||_-:\(|| E G T oL
Right: facsimile label e e e R P e Iﬁﬂ‘a,rmp é‘l":-hfrlﬂ!_z m,,-.t@ )
with translation. quickly as it was sent by Air Maal, FAL | "“L:%n:::;l:&“iﬁe??:IkaE' A~
Reply in the same manner. A ah —1.._'" iy
B Aamay dentopg ol R
For more. information: apply 1o.a { neelivestals T4 e : A
Paost CHTice, \“}
A et
At AN
Date of issue: Goddard states 1939hwi&y and mont ¥ e ey \:; b
unknown. Athens backstamp is 10 January 1938. \ ; e
No. printed: unknown.
Colour: pale blue.
Place used: Athens.
Size: 59 x 39. 1] Ir"

Please note that the sizes stated of the labelgpgm®ximate. | have noticed slight variationsamstn those
given by Goddard and actual measurements of tleéslaim my covers.

To the best of my knowledge, only the four typesabkl included here were issued, but perhaps ®#ast.
From the facsimiles with English translations whidmave provided, it can be seen that the wordiaged
slightly from type to type. Surprisingly little hhgen written about them. Apart from the two sesralready
quoted, the only other one | am aware of is a digtatontained in Mike Goddard’s book [3]. Theeamet
yielded nothing. However, | would be delightedearn of any additional information readers carvjate.

Acknowledgements:
My grateful thanks to Mr. Mike Basker for sending muticles from the HPSGB journal.
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Imperial House at Berth 108, Southampton Docks
By Peter Wingent

| have never been able to discover when the byjldiamed Imperial House at Berth 108 in Southampton
Docks was first used. Prior to it being built,eport giving details of its intended use and thehiéect's
sketch shown in fig. 1 was published in “The SouthBaily Echo” of 27 March 1939 [1]. During recent
visits to Southampton Library | have discovered enafrthe story of this building.

Sketih of the propssed teeminal building Tor Emparial Alrwwrs o1 ibe New Dacks, Southasptan.

Figure 1
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IMPERI irip @ ¥ Lln._; i e spocinl train &t
Elzas of ir. Clive Sdung,

B

Erlll.'h."lr'l(‘"ll- ol Emperial
p AL Bouthwmpion, lscluded

AIRWAYS' NEW E5Fadfsitete
HEADQUARTERS

e
r, Mat
glrolder;

a0
Dok r. A Dsvalniby
iglation DIPBt‘r Imperial  AMrMRYE
Bouibamptom,

HFLYING BOAT BPECIAL®
The report of 27 March 1939 ended by saying th aﬁ[ﬂ%DERN TERMINAL o o, ~sivg poat specisi 10

n

epnnirt with sutward Empire gervices

“Construction of the building is expected to he = IN LONDON E‘E: ihZ‘éﬁrﬂ'.:fﬁj bl i, 1 mter
completed in about two monthsThat would have beern) — e Bnchita ot B ey
by the end of May. However, the concluding parplral So'ToN To VICTORIA “"#2&5'%:}&“';‘2‘3’3‘: gt o
of a report published in the 6 June 1939 editionthef || IN 1} HOURS e pusmgury 1 U Conengatia
“Echo,” shown in fig. 2, stated thdtGood progress is " Eqho J,E'Tmmm g;:ffﬁl‘ﬁ%_ﬁ%ﬁf‘w’;.;é:: i
being made with the construction of Imperial AINSaY e rmwas o ot conmpamisons

new terminal building at Southampton Docks, ant it I e R el VAR iy e el

Vicloria  Stalion,  Tondoh, | wre 1|1|r1'£|:.rr~l:' Dul:m:lmur waR |1 com-

expected that the building will be completed inuatBix | rorapen far de e of passinsies, - mand gt arer nbhen, (00 142

In future all ‘e company’s Eervices, bunt - 18l .EPJ’ ithamplon Tor -Alexandrin

H I.I.‘il,,h e firat loay of possenpess mmadl

” beih European; and Empire, will be
weeks.” That would have been by mid-July. Goil, EJTOpL 00 EMDSS FUlS  mna fwlebs o Sebmkny 6 i
form the most modorn alr termings wn-< f" lfv" cle I“‘ 'bwr R ine
e wosld, * Aarguit, whe e
paszengpers from Watigl ]

Empire passpngers will  Joave for E:Jthnjupl.qn o Pebruary, 199 w"l!ll

. . 1
I have Shown the report in fu" because it was nm:l.‘umptbtl h;.' smeekn] tenin fram the e Gaslor mede (e J]:l'l-ll':\-ll'l.l Sl

1Y r”&m‘a 'Lsrm uln in 1he rear It wng sppropriats "m'l he :l'lrséwtnlar
. . - (A RTelRET Aol EELTUECIS £l dnst B T 4
included in my book of “Echo” reports [2] and thal LT dizeet to the sadlon u':trl-llduy Sidar e cld aystem
;:tuEﬂO'{'::S‘r.\:n’!?raMﬂa & Emplre plr hase nplain Alger mode some L||_|e-\ea\1.:|-
. i mipsirispns coverimg ihe [
be new to all readers. Y frsvelled fiumi Soqthorapton Dacks tng oo Hock the Casior to ey 10
to the new statlan ab Vicloria yealers 1837 nnd mdu; whish magks aoot

any n fiksl cial L ravlded Emporian in_ tho u-'\.-r'lu:uurl
o ity ks Clal S of Tmpesiad iy pimyice
H Thite, nrs now ﬂuhl 2RET -Nk a week
| also found a photograph, not accompanied by artef TWO BOATS TO-DAY AN I e
The paasengers arrived al Bouliam

in the edition of 1 July 1939, shown in fig. 3. €Th ton i e A de Sietbnll, 05000 1 A0 S a3 el

from  Kigumiy, oo the CONNMNAR, o well over: 150

bU|Id|ng work looks far from Complete and | doubat E%%:E’c}d;um o R R b - m"i‘&l‘?;i‘i”w‘:f.'ﬁ shiia
the terminal would have been capable of processipg: smetoets ume mom spee.  Foe G Vi svieee i Wai™
passengers in just another two or three weeks. AL B Ber it picagae eactl  cupatn Mg seested shat in s

arly &9‘ of the Bmplre sarvices,
Bassongers havine passsi  expedls passenpesd,  mall  And mf[ wers
tHously, hrough the Customs | and taken by mowe Jounch o Hythe for
llml Lgration ?OHIHIJL‘iL‘S lpok  Ehalr ambarkation,

Despite careful browsing of subsequent editionStaU Bt e S huse e Berie” i fanriiae o e ek vt

. Less L Hnll an hour afie gpecinl Tooting Tafts permit of easy

the end of August 1939, | have been unable to dimg | s WG g TRIEL I Tl | oy v
further reports relating to Imperial House butélfsure | """ new '?%“.’.f.‘.'“ﬁﬂ.‘.’““f:"éc.{‘.m*:
Tho joumey wis coomplished In tom Deocleh, ol it ix mh. that, the

that had the building opened for use, the “Echolulo| sty 1 nour sz minutes—fve l’.“:'L;';Fu“ - S pan i
minutes undor ihe scheéduled thne. |

have reported the event. Corjnthian. Wits . Londsn Ikt _

E‘ﬁf‘im‘n‘?h?ﬁ“’:ur‘:'n'“h‘f—.'.ll'f’r'.‘é,:p‘f Figure 2

on,




June 2016 (Issue 49) Imperial Aire/&azette

The last Empire flying boat service to use Southtampefore the transfer to Poole, was on 1 Septet@19
and | suspect, but cannot prove, that the Impétalse terminal was still not ready for use. Whervises
resumed using Southampton instead of Poole in notdtier 1939 the building was most likely finishad b
two questions spring to mind: 1) were civilian gaggers being carried on Empire services at thisiin
doubt it and 2) was Berth 108 still being usedfori’t know the answers, can any readers help?.

A ledlsege slew ul e fnipeslal Adremps’ temfusl bullidlig Teing eanitroctml sl R 108 o Setbanpion Docke, [ Tabs™ phais|

Figure 3

Alistair Arnott [3] states that during the war theilding was used by the U.S. Army. It is unlikéhat they
occupied the building before 1943/1944 and | do kamdw if it was in BOAC hands until then. The
photograph in fig. 4 was taken in 1947 and thdign5 in, or later than 1969 (the Mini registratics H) and
the building still has the U.S. Army sign board.

Figure 4

Figure 5
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Fig. 6 is taken from a 1968 Ordinance Survey mips the only one | could find in the Hampshirecaed
Office which named Imperial House. Fig. 7 is ani@ghotograph of unknown date in which Imperiause
can be seen clearly although rather small, so ¢ hiadicated the building with a white arrow. Than@rd
White Star linelQueen Elizabetfs in the King George V Graving Dock.

Figure 7
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A Debutante Flies to Cape Town
By John C. Symons

In 1930 a young debutante arrived at the Natiohah& Services Club at Hanworth, Hounslow, Lond@he
was Peggy Salaman, a prominent London socialité,aaname soon to be recognised as a pioneer aviatri
setting a record on the Great Britain to South @sfrioute. By the early part of 1931 she had secaneth”
pilot licence, and set about purchasing a plangh\Wancial help from her mother, a nineteenthtuiay
present, she procured a de Havilland DH80 Puss KethBEH which she christened “Good Hope.” Her first
venture was to take part as a passenger in the Kigigfls Cup Air Race, the Puss Month was pilotedLiby
Cdr. Geoffrey Rodd RN. They finished third, but eevinners of the Wakefield Cup, having achieved the
fastest lap.

Far from satisfied with this fine achievement Pegggt about
accomplishing her primary objective, to undertalsol flight from

England to South Africa. With her lack of experierand wanting to
accomplish the feat before her twentieth birthddwe recognised this
would not be possible, and that she would needetadzompanied
by an accomplished pilot and navigator. Followinghamber of

refusals she ultimately obtained the services oGArdon Store, an
assistant instructor at the London Aeroplane CRrieparations were
immediately put in hand for a departure late in1193

On Friday 30th October 1931 at 23.00hrs GMT “Goampél took

off from Lympne. At 15.15hrs GMT the following daye pair

arrived in Athens, having made refuelling stopd.@tBourget and
Rome. At 02.10hrs GMT on 1st November they contihteeir

journey to South Africa, arriving in Cairo at 08t25. After rest and
refuelling they departed for Khartoum, again witktap to refuel at | s
Wadi Halfa which was reached by mid—-afternoon whérey

remained until midnight, when they continued orKtwartoum, and
Juba. On arrival at Khartoum at 07.20hrs local timey were told
by RAF personnel that following a compass courser e marshy
Sudd region was not permitted, and they shoulafolihe Malakal
to Juba road. They departed from Khartoum at 084&fcal time :
following the Nile to Malakal and then the roadJigba, but finally  pegay sataman, 19-year-oid English sacety gid. who
resorted to a compass track as a result of the miaeysions taken tock off fom Lympre, Kent, England Oclober 30 in an
by the road. They arrived at Juba at 17.00hrs adaére they were gﬁﬁmﬂaﬂm@;&mmﬂgﬁiﬁ

told that night flying across Southern Sudan waspeomitted. &d bo reach Cairo, Egypt, Novermber 1. Miss Salaman was
phoiographed here dumng a lesson from her mstruchor

the cockpe of her Puss—Moth at Harnworth Ardrome
It was at Juba that the second event occurred #tiaacted H;mm_“nﬁmmwehﬂmepm.

considerable press attention, and the date 2nd rNlose is iswatching
significant, for at this time Imperial Airways wagginning to staff

its new airfields for the extension of their seevitd South Africa, and it is from an album of plgyphs
compiled by an Imperial Airways’ employee that thestrations below were taken. And the event iesfion
was the gift of a couple of lion cubs named Juba Zoker given to Peggy by a big game hunter, plyssib
named Ebenhoff. The two cubs were flown to Kimbgrfeom where they were carried by rail to Cape fpw
reunited with Peggy and taken back to England by se

Agsociated Press Phato, 1003131

With an 06.00hrs local time departure, they readbeigbbe by 09.00hrs local; once refuelled theyoHdor
Abercorn. Again, confusion resulting from attemptto follow a road forced an unforeseen landingesult
of approaching nightfall leaving insufficient tinn@ reach Mpika. A safe landing was made in a ahegin the
bush, there they remained for the next 11 hourpardi@g at first light on 4th November, and arriyiat
Mpika at 05.40hrs local on 4th November. After arstbreak, and refuelling they departed for Kimbgrl
arriving at 18.45hrs local. There they remainedl ahé early hours of 5th November, departing fap€
Town at 03.15hrs local, with Peggy in the firsiops seat. The “Good Hope” landed at Wingfield Airpat
07.30hrs local, 5 days, 6 hours and 38 minutes tfegr departure from Lympne, a reduction of mibvan 26
hours on the previous record set by Glen Kidstomals not a record that was to last for any lergttime,
for on 28th March 1932, Jim Mollison landed on tfeach at Cape Town to cut Peggy Salaman’s and Gordo
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The cubs at the front of the Juba hotel.
Author’s collection

L Ili

o
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Store’s time by some 13 hours
Following an ecstatic reception,
the Puss Moth was crated an
shipped back to England, |
accompanied on the voyage by
Peggy and her two lion cubs
she had been given in Jub
And what happened to the two lion cubs? They ajgukar the
Christmas circus at Olympia and then went on thed ravith
Bertram Mills' Circus. In October 1932 they wer@aded as
being “sturdy young lions” who were “a picture aéaith.” So
that turned out well, but not by today's animal fasd
standards. A small quantity of mail was carried,
approximately ten in number, and therefore notitgad

come by. Argyll Etkin featured one in their 201desa

estimated at £500 to £600.

i fi vl
el o \\.."
N L b

Just after smashing London-to-Cape record.
Cape Town, South Africa ...... Miss Peggy Salaman,
standing “Good Hope” in which she set a new record for
speed between London and Cape Town. The 19-year—
old flyer, was caught by the camera here at the end of
the end of the record- breaking flight.

International News Photos. Inc.
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June 2016 (Issue 49) Imperial Aire/&azette

Missed the boat ~ three times!
By Peter Wingent

The cover shown in fig. 1 was posted in Sydney @e8ember 1936 and is addressed to Howard Youag, th
Chief Refrigeration Engineer on the Port Line iggrated cargo ship.S.SPort Nicholson He should have
received the letter on 29 December when the shipear at Cape Town but in fact he had to wait uh@l
February 1937 before he could read it: a full twonths after it was posted and by that time theddiad
travelled approximately 28,000 miles, only to béweed to Howard Young in Auckland, New Zealandstj
1,300 miles from where it was posted!

The cover was re-addressed

; . & o three times: first to Sydney,
AiR MAIL b = (3 i | thento Wellington N.Z. and
‘AR AVION = e - Wy | I EE el | finally to Auckland.

The backstamps are Sydney

Air Mail Section G.P.O., 8

Dec. 1936 (original

: N posting), Alexandria, 19
o Dec. and Sydney, Posted

Oversea Box, 29 Jan. 1937.

Jr, Howerd Ioung,
Chief Hefrig. Eng.,
LiLF B ‘.:Tr. “Iu:u_t Llc %

f*o"’B‘r LIWW

W EEEINGTON =M “" ? Figure 1

The 2/9d. postage on the N N stk
cover paid for carriage by aif [1¢ LN ] “NFONN Y T
(up to ¥ 0z.) both to Egypt f"' Dk "»,I,';;tqfﬂ Ao
and from Egypt to South ' s e
Africa. (The Australian P.O. v /
advertised two rates to Soutf \'\._: :

Africa, the other being 1/7d. e

per ¥ oz. for carriage by air ta

Egypt only).

Red pen strokes cancelling aif L': e . i
mail label were applied by the| '~ [ . e
Cape Town P.O. LA R e RN

The following is the story of the cover’s roughiyotilar journey, the route of which is illustratiedfig. 2.

Sydney to Cape Town:

From Sydney, it was sent on 8 December by the mgfit train to Cootamundra from where it was floten
Charleville on the morning of the 9th by the Buthar Transport feeder service which departed 0GAd
arrived in time to connect with the 12.30 departofémperial Airways service IW504, which operatasl
follows:

Charleville — Singapore: Qantas DH8@nberra
Singapore to Sharjah: AW XXurora. ~ Sharjah — Alexandria: HP42annibal
Singapore — Karachi: AW X\rethusa Karachi — Alexandria: HP4Bengist

Two aircraft were employed on the Singapore to Atekia stage no doubt due to a large load of Chaist
mail. Hengistarrived at Alexandria on 18 December dt@hnibal on the 19th. As the Alexandria arrival
backstamp is 19 December, it is reasonable to as#uahthe cover was carried Ayrora andHannibal
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From Alexandria, the cover should have been catiedmperial Airways’ African service AS406, which
departed on the 21st and arrived Johannesburgeo@@th. South African Airways operated a Jo’bufg.
Kimberley — Cape Town service the day after thevalrof I.A. services at Jo’burg. and thus the gosteould
have arrived at Cape Town on the 27Bort Nicholsonarrived Cape Town 29 Dec. and sailed the following
day (see fig. 3) and thus the letter, having aditweo days earlier, should have been deliverethe¢aship on
the 29th. Clearly this did not happen and theaeds unclear. There are a number of possibilities

The Alexandria P.O. did not place the letter on @&4nd it was flown by the next service: AS407.
The Jo’burg. P.O. did not place the letter onSh& A. internal service.

The Cape Town P.O. was late in delivering thetdts the Port Line office.

The Port Line office misplaced the letter and fitronly after the ship had sailed.

Whatever the reason, the Cape Town datestamp an.51.937 on the front of the cover proves it haena
until then for it to have been re-addressed to 8ydiy the Port Line office and then returned toRh®.
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Blue firas - VOYAGE OF THE 5.5. PORT NICHOLSON
Sailed from London 9 Dec. 1936; retened bo Londan 19 Apr 1937,

Figure 2 Showing the round voyageTas.S. Port Nicholsoand air and sea connections.

Cape Town to Sydney

Moagrox Bay ., Vor Brsbase, old. Aden Mah, Aasuam ' .. Fm Lda, sr, Fremantle |l
Noavwusmmutaxn  For Duencdin, left Panama 28th, Mamana .. .. Fm. Ldn_ arr. Mombass 10uh.
Onoxms . ««  For Lda. left Plymouth Muh Muimes .. o+ Fem, Ldn arr, Mahia Ltk
Poar Nicwowsow .. For Launceston. ket Table Bay Muk MNiUnaiis ., .. For Gib, lefi Sthmin. 11k
Risvuina ., . For Wellington, lkefi Panama 28ih Noafolx | .. Fm L'pool, aey, Wiuil 10
Ruanmsy . For Ldn., fi Lytschon 29h, Omossay ., .. Fm Lén. arr. Colombo Wb
Tames =8 <« I'm. Bombay. arr. P Natal Myh Pour Farmaxtie .. For Brishase od Table Ray b
Vaxowee . oo Craising, arr, Madeira Muh Raxem ., .. For Léa, ot Gib 1lth
Vicrmow oF INDia Fen. Lan. arr, Gib, Myh, Raxciraxs .« Arr. Wellinmon 1tk
Wasusaros .« For Havee. left Gluckstadt Meh, Sumorain .« Fog Ranzoon. kit Cochin 11th,
Figure 3.“The Times,” 31 Dec. 1936. Figure 4. “The Times,” 12 Jan. 1937.
VERSKLE DUE TO-DAY.
Caradale, s, from Brisbane (No. 38 wharf, Dar- DEPARTURES —Jan. 71,
g:‘ l;bol:rnn:'baut 1 pm. Jamés Patrick and Wyppertal, Osr. m s, for Brighane, 12.15 am.
-- « - MEENLE. ..,;E.m 5. for Adelaide, win Melbourne, 12.35
Koranul, s, from Newcastle (Druitt-street wharfi, . "
ahous LY. Tpam.: MDA 08, (0L TS AL, Nankin, Br s, for Melbourne. 1242 am,
BERLE. ¥l Caratlale, 8, for Melbourns, 140 am.
Port Nicholson, Br. 5, from London, via ports Port Micholsen. $r, s, for Tasmanian porta, ) 45
{No. 9 wharf, Pﬂ’rmntl. about 7 a.m. Common- a.m, e =
Wealth and Dominion Line, Ltd., agents. ' B S

Figure 5. “Sydney Morning Herald,” 21 Jan. 1937.  Figure 6. “Sydney Morning Herald,” 25 Jan. 1937.

The next ship to sail from Cape Town to Sydney thasPort LineS.S. Port Freemantigig. 10) which sailed
on 10 January 1937 and arrived Sydney on the Bl@itvever, thePort Nicholsonhad arrived at Sydney on
21 January (fig. 5) and sailed for Launceston, Teasmone week earlier, on the 23rd (fig. 6). Téieel
failed to reach Howard Young for a second time.

There is an anomaly needing explanation at thistpdihe Sydney arrival backstamp on the coveatsal 29

Jan. 1937 and theort Freemantledid not arrive Sydney until the 30th. Howeveg, fT shows all the vessels
which arrived at Sydney on the 29th and, havingkbé each one’s voyage records, | can say witlaiogyt
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that none of them had come from Cape Town. The

Muroran Maru had come from Japan and the m-
Mooltan from the U.K. via Suez, Colombo ang g

Singapore. The other four had all been emplo3

around Australia or on trans-Tasman services to a “""“"‘“"" -' m

e e

from New Zealand. —y

In addition, | cannot find a record of any othe'rpsr w“
sailing from Cape Town to Australia at this time- n- loms. Ca hﬂ' EI-
Thus, | feel sure the letter was carried by Bt '"""""“' via ports. 0.48 &.m m

Freemantleand the date of the 29th on the backstawiwi. w'x E’:

is an error and it should read 30 Jan. ia,
"E-u-. RMS. 90950 tons. Ouptsie Prameh
. from Brishane 164 pm e
The arrival ofPort Freemantleat Sydney at 07.00 ona agenis.

Blar, Br. m 5. 11108 Gana,

the 30th is confirmed by both the “Sydney Mornlrgm Queensiand ports I: pm, Illui
Herald” (fig. 8) and “The Times” (fig. 9). Biar Line (Awst.), lad. sgedis.
Figure 7.“Sydney Morning Herald,” 30 Jan 1937.

TO-MORROW,
Mpungzanul, R.M 8. from cruite to New Zealand
iNo. 5 =herf. Darling Harbour) about # a.m.
Unian B2 o n! N.Z. Ltd.. azenis

ho:ml-umn s ;rin?-:mﬂr:-h;; |l!511:m.i:ﬁ:"l '-.:Lrﬂ PORT LINE

abmyt 7 am e urne = ] runligr-

rl"n:rf. Frementle, Br. T n &GT _}..urnﬁnn rin n%r;.l Pont Camounr .. For Hafifax. keft Gravesend Mih,
iNo 10 =harl. Pyvrmonti, ehon AM Commons= 3 i o . -
wealth and Dominlon Line Ltd. agents. Poxy WounGrox  For L'pool, keft Fremantic 3o,
Figure 8.“Sydney Morning Herald,” 29 Jan. 1937. Figure 9.“The Times,” 1 Feb. 1937.

- E T .u-\.'l-...._'-n__ = —.'J-_'.:;t_-.._-_ =

Figure 10. S S. Port Freemantl®ort L|ne 8072 tons bunt 1927, scrapped 1960.

Sydney to Wellington

A clerk at the Port Line office at 26 O’Connell &t, Sydney, re-addressed the letter, using violet
handstamps, to PORT LINB/ELLINGTON N.z. It transpired that thBort Nicholsoncalled at Wellington only
after calling at Auckland. It is surprising thhetclerk was not aware of the ship’s itineraryperhaps it was
changed at a later date. In fact Bt Nicholsondid not arrive at Wellington until 4 March 1937.

Whatever the case, the letter was placed aboardJtiien Steam Ship Co. vessEIS.S. Awatedfig. 13)
which sailed from Sydney at 20.00 on 5 Feb. (sgelfl) and arrived Wellington at 09.15 on the 8e(fig.
12) and would have been delivered to the Wellingtffice of the Port Line the same day. A clerkpwmng
that thePort Nicholsonwould not arrive at Wellington for almost anotliear weeks, re-addressed the letter
to the company’s Auckland office.
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Figure 11.“Sydney Morning Herald,” 5 Feb. 1937. 'Figure 12.“Wellington Evening Post,” 8 Feb.

LEcnw,

Matheson,

|DRD.\'ﬁ.\ Y,
AWATEA, 4.5

G 'LF"I.« m.5.
Greymoutl,

SHIPPING

Trilay :
Tomorrow : 2,

| MONDAY,

aux. seow (1 a.m.), 132 tons, Miles,

I from Bleniweim.

[ WAITAKL, 5.5,
from Auckland.

E.5.

from Sydney.
(il a.m, In. 45 tons, Tregidga, from

NEWS
HIGH WATERM.
L2 am,; 145 pm

aoam, g 226 pom.
{(Standard Thne.)

ANRIVALS.
FEBLRUARY 8
(1,40 a.m.), 2212 tons, Lowe,

20,001
fram Auckland.
115 -u:n} 13,482 tons, Davey,

(V.50 a.m.l, Lons,

1937.

Wellington to Auckland:

Flgure 13. T S.S. AwateaUnion Steam Shlp Co 13,482 tons, built 1936k§1942

After re-addressing, the letter was most probalasted in Wellington on 9 February and would havenbe

sent by train to Auckland.

Both the Wellington aAdckland newspapers provide useful information

regarding train services from which it can be s the letter departed Wellington on the evermhg Feb.
via the night mail train (fig. 14) which arrived Atuckland at 07.06 the next morning (fig. 15Port

Nicholsonhad arrived at Auckland two days earlier: on 8rkaby (figs. 16 & 17) and did not sail until the
13th, so at last Howard Young received his letter.

8Y IRald

Auckland ana Distriet.—Monday 1o Satur-
day malls are closed C.P.0., 1.30 p.m.; late
fee C.P.O., 2 p.m.; late fea Rallway, 2.30 p.m.
Sunday to Friday (letters only): Malls are
closed C.P.O. 6 pm.; Iate fea C.P.0.. § p.m.}
late fee Rallway, T p.m.

RAILWAY EXPRESSES.

Express trains will arrive at Auckland

to-morrnw
Wellinzton-

from:—
T am

TfWam

New I'lamouth—T6 am

JNotorua—A40 pm o 1

Sk pm

Taneatuva and lauranga—o 20 p.m.

Fig. 14. “Wellington Evening Post,” 8 Feb. 1937.

Figure 15.“Auckland Star,” 9 Feb. 1937.
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ARRIVALS—Saturday. Port Nicholson arrived from Tort
Hauiti. from Wailbeke, 6.1% pw Kembla early this morning and berthed
uchess, from-Kawnau, 7.1 poo. at the QIIEEH'IE wharf t mmence load-

Kawau, from Thames, 730 pan. ing for Boston and Lon®on. She is to
Yesterday. fill up at Gieborne, Waikokopu, Dunedin

a‘:.‘;':.m'f:;:]mai'féz; ‘-’;f; ':ﬁ'“’ and Wellington. and sail finally from the

Tuhoe. from Taurangn, 645 a.m. last-named port on February N,
Taniwha, fram Paeroa, 6 45 a.m, (F.C.A. Co.)

H M 5. Dunedin, from Kawan, 545 a4 m.

Clansman, from Russell, 1255 p.m. Figure 17.“Auckland Star, 8 Feb. 1937.

ttimai. from Gulf, 1.15 pm.
Ihichess, from Rawau, T 20 pom,
Kawan, from Waithieke, 525 pm,
Huautl, from W.aiheke, 7055 pm.
Larchbank, from Scutabaya, 613 pm.

i This Day.

I'ort Nicholson, from I*ort Kembla, .23
o m.

Matua, feam Wellinston. 645 am.

Onewa, from Walheke, K20 a.m.

Figure 16.“Auckland Star, 8 Feb. 1937.

Fig. 18 showd.S.S. Port Nicholsoanchored in Athol Bight (near Bradleys Head), S$ydim 1931 and fig.19
is a timeline diagram illustrating the journey bétletter from Cape Town to Auckland.

"~

Figure 18.T.S.S. Port NicholsorRort Line, 8,402 tons, built 1919, sunk 1942.

EiE: 5 5 |5 & 2 |BleE e
HE S al (@ e 5 |=mgs =
= = S
Port Nichotson |2 . B @ . E E
HE 2 B ]
= =
Parl Freemantis o =
& -
] T
Awsatea 3‘_..3
= 5
[ ~< [
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Figure 19.
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“At Moorings” Mall
By Peter Wingent

Shown below are the front and reverse of a verysualitem | saw on Ebay recently. Unfortunatelyas
outbid by two other people, so | cannot scan thgiral and hence the illustrations are from thedgats
photographs which were on Ebay and were taken ahgie to the item.

I emailed Duncan Crewe and the vendor, askingdy tknew the purpose of these envelopes and théy bot
said that they must have been for shore statioifi &tasend out urgent messages and/or instructtons
incoming aircraft. The item was advertised asrapdrial Airways envelope despite the company’s naote
being present. The vendor said that he had baught job lot from an ex Imperial Airways emplayand
Duncan said that he had only seen one other exaampl¢hat was in a display given recently by Peister,
who was of the opinion that it was an . A. item.

Perhaps one of you is the successful bidder? Bgseader have any information about these engsfop



