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Editorial

Welcome to another edition of the Gazette, nowsr22nd year! Yes, Stan Wheatcroft posted the éugion

to the small group of seven members in Septemid@8.18%e now number twenty three but unfortunately i
only a small core of seven or eight who contribatea regular basis. You may notice that | havdtenia
large part of this edition and, whilst | am happydb so, | will soon run out of topics and so, legags, | am
asking/begging/pleading with yall to send me at least a small contribution for tieednber edition.

On behalf of us all, I send congratulations to owember

Laurence Kimpton who has just published his secbadk. ATRANIATT @ ACPNOQQ
The front cover is illustrated here and full detaif the book AIRMAILS ACROSS
may be found on page 33. (I feel | should poirtttbat it is not : Cals s
on the penultimate page due to any order of pyiobut simply THE MIDDLE EAST
because | assemble the pages of the Gazette agaiiaaches 1918 1930

me and Laurence’s book was not published until K&). -

Having complained in the first paragraph of a latkmaterial
for the Gazette, a bonus of an additional 25 pageses with LAURENCE EIMETHIE
this one! Bill Legg kindly sent me his originalmg published
by Imperial Airways, of a lecture entitled “BritisBommercial
Air Routes,” given in 1933 by Lt.-Col. Burchall the Royal
Scottish Geographical Society. You will find thie an

additional folder on the disc titled “Burchall lece.” Being 25
pages long, it would take up too large a proportainthe

magazine but lengthy items like this can be eamsilged to the
discs so don’t hesitate to send me such things.

John Berridge sent me the news that the Croydompo#ir
Society has designed and produced a new websitehvgioime
of you may wish to visit. It has six main areageTAirport,
The Society, Visitor Centre, Press and Media, Mastiiip and Contact Us.
The address is www. croydonairportsociety.org.uk.

John Crowe suggested to Neil Farley, owner/manafehe Imperial Airways museum, that he provide
details of it for publication here. They have athg appeared in the “Air Mail News” and althougfsitikely
that all of you are members of BAMS, just in case or two of you are not, here are the main faeksch |
quote verbatim from Neil Farley’s email:

“Booking for this is now open and we have a calenofadates that can be viewed - either by goinght®
www.imperial-airways.gb.com website which givesarmioformation and links to all our related sites)da
follow the ‘Collection’ links, or alternatively tgp in/click the more direct link: http://www.impekia
airways.gb.com/booking-hall#!__the-collection.

Entrance is via prior booking only with a contribart of £10 per head towards running costs and llogki
after the Collection. Unfortunately due to the silmyout, and nature of the Collection we do ndowl
children under 16 on the premises and if wheelchaiess is required please get in touch and ldtnasv.
We open from 11am to around 6pm, and limit da#yteis so that you get the most out of your day.

We would recommend a visiting time of around 2-@Gréiavith a return visit to take it all in. You maiso
want to spend extra time in the shop and lookinguad our aviation themed pub which you enter the
Collection via.”

In addition, food is available in the aviation-thedrpub for those booking in advance.

I wish you all a happy summer and indeed happyewittt those members in Australia and South Africa!
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Runners and steam rail coaches in Nyasaland
By Peter Wingent

| started to collect air mail covers in the ear®8@s, since when | have always had a fondnesssimsito and
from Nyasaland. | had always assumed that in 894 mail from outlying towns and villages was dent
Blantyre or other stations on the railway line lther P.O. vans or lorries. It is only very redgithat | have
discovered this was not entirely so and that irstinighern part of the country it was carried byveatunners.

Another discovery | made only in the summer of 2&lthat steam rail coaches were employed to dacal
mail and also air mail to Blantyre to be flown frahere by RANA. My source is a single report psifsid in
“The Nyasaland Times,” which | discovered duringisit to the British Library Newspaper & Periodisal
Division at Colindale (this division was moved betmain library at Euston in September 2013).

Purists may wonder why an aerophilatelist is wgtabout runners and steam rail coaches. | hopefthat
all of you, at least the majority will agree withyraontention that all aspects, and not just thepait of the
journey of a cover from its point of origin to fieal destination are of importance and interest.

For readers unfamiliar with Nyasaland air mailsope the following will provide an overview of hawe
colony was served during the 1930s.

Following the opening of Imperial Airways’ servidt®@m Croydon to Cape Town in January 1932, mail was
sent by train between Blantyre and Salisbury. lardh 1934, Rhodesian & Nyasaland Airways (RANA)
commenced a feeder service between Blantyre ansb8af and in August 1935, services between Blantyr
and Beira and Salisbury and Beira. A map of tlileccannection which was used from January 1932 swdi
1934, is shown in fig. 1. In 1935 the railway Iwas extended northwards from Blantyre to Salima.
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A note written by Gerald Simpson in the “Rhodestandy Circle Journal” [1] states that there were tnail
trains each week, departing Blantyre Sundays andné&tlays at 06.00. The Sunday train carried ailr ma
items to Salisbury, arriving there Tuesday aftenspdo connect with ILA. northbound services omnl&ys and
southbound ones on Saturdays. (I.A. departure dasged when services were accelerated in 19333&)19

The runner services:

Over the years | have read a number of detailédestrelating to the air mails of Nyasaland but@of them
mentioned runner services. It was not until rdgemthen | obtained a copy of Robin Hillman’s bd@k that

| became aware that right into the 1930s, runnexeevemployed extensively to carry mail in Nyasaland
Very naively, | have written up all my covers frasatlying districts as having been “sent to Blante
road.” | was so surprised to learn of the runnevises that at a meeting of the West Africa Studkcl€ |
checked with Tony Plumbe, a member of this Gazgtteip and an expert in many aspects of Nyasaland
postal history, and he confirmed the fact.

Figure 2 shows part of a map | A P .1 B

from Robin Hillman's book . ! :L:u _——biasifp fay,
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Blantyre - 42 5 31 43 26 72 18 To Fort Johnston 1@Qilongwe 195.
Zomba 42 - 39 73 67 60 114 30
Limbe 5 39 - 36 38 21 76 15
Chikwawa 31 73 36 - 74 57 52 49
Mlanje 43 67 38 74 - 28 86 53 To Luchenza statidn 1
Cholo 26 60 21 57 28 - 58 36
Chiromo 72| 114 76 52 86 58 - 90
Chiradzulu 18 30 15 49 53 36 90
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Some searching on the internet produced furtheornmdtion. The University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign [3] has digitized a number of editionghef“Annual Report on the Social and Economic Rrsg
of the People of Nyasaland,” including the year83L&® 1936. One of the chapters in each of thegerts is
entitled “Communication and Transport” and undsub-heading “Postal,” | found the following:

“Mails are forwarded by rail, motor-lorry, lake stener and mail carrier. The mail carrier serviceeea
maintained with the utmost regularity during all ateers, and the successful results speak wellhisrtype
of service considering the adverse conditions niit @specially during the wet weather. In manyesathe
carriers are armed with rifles as a protection frararnivorous animals. An overnight service opergtfor
six nights a week maintains communication betwdantyde, Limbe and Zomba, a distance of 42 mileso
relays of men are employed on the journey and mggeach end at 3.30 p.m. they deliver the maitsat i
destination at 8.0 a.m. the next day.”

I was delighted to find this detailed informatiohaosix days per week service giving departure amal
times. The paragraph is repeated word for wortthén1934 Report and is similar in that for 19351eT.936
Report states that the mail carriers arrived abgt® and Zomba at 7.30 a.m., instead of 8.0 anahtlaat, ‘A
new type of single-barrel shotgun has been isso¢ldet carriers on several routes. This replacesdh type
of Martini-Henry rifle which has hitherto been therotection against wild animals.”

The 1933 Report also provides the following infotiwma

“The main mail route is maintained by motor lorrgtiveen Limbe and Fort Jameson over a distance ®f 31
miles via Lilongwe. Between Lilongwe and Karorfyadervice is by mail carrier for a distance of 38des
which is covered on a scheduled timetable occupi#hdays in one direction and 16 in the othe(Raronga

is in the north of Nyasaland and so does not appe#ne map in fig. 2).

It is disappointing that the only timetable giventhe Reports is that for the Zomba — Blantyre eduit |
think it very likely that the other runner servideghe area were frequent.

| discovered a description of the runners from ltteg of “Kate and Sandy” [4] the following havingén
written by Sandy for “The Eye,” a local Malawi magze:

“The backbone of the postal structure was a systgu
of runners who would carry mail bags grea
distances. The job was a coveted one and
runners were well paid, well respected, and trusté
Runners were selected from all different tribes a
regions and often displayed astounding endura
and bravery. Their red and white uniform consist
of long coats, knickers, and a fez, as well
standard issue Snider rifles and a lantern. Th
preferred to be barefoot and often carried the m
bags on their heads or shoulders. They continaeq
transport mail even as late as 1937, when the bos
service introduced the use of bicycles.

I have been unable to find a photograph of
Nyasaland runner but there is a model of one in
Mtenga-tenga postal museum (fig. 3). The muse
is described as follows on a Malawi travel webs
[5] and is shown in figs. 4 & 5:

“Mtenga-tenga Museum was restored from an g@
postal rest hut and organized as a functio
wayside museum to depict the development of e
postal services in Malawi. The hut is situatednglo
the road midway between Blantyre and Zomlt
Before 1941, mail services in Malawi were carri
out from one point to another on foot. The
served as a rest hut as well as an exchange paint f

mail carriers operating between Zomba and Blantyre. Figure 3
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Philip Briggs [6] provides some further detail: g

“The restored postal hut was built in 1927 with
burnt bricks transported manually from{#
Blantyre. The name mtenga-tenga (‘carrier’)
was first applied to the 169,000 Malawians!
who served as ammunitions and stores carrier$
in World War 1, but in this context it refers to.
the runners who carried mail on foot in thosi
days. The museum charts the development!
early postal services in Nyasaland and it als
houses an impressive collection of stamps fr@i
the colonial and post-independence eras.”

Figure 4

The cover shown in fig. 6 was flown from
Dublin to Croydon by Irish Sea Airways, from
where it departed at 12.35 on 11 Dec. 1936 via
ILA. service AS404. This service was delayed
by bad weather at Mpika and arrived Salisbury
on the morning of Sat. 19th. instead of at 16.35
on Fri. 18th. At this time RANA services were
timetabled to depart Salisbury at 08.30 and to
arrive Blantyre at 11.30 on Saturdays but the
Blantyre backstamp, timed at 3.55 PM
indicates the late arrival of the RANA aircraft.
The runner service from Blantyre to Zomba
was scheduled to leave Blantyre at 3.30 PM
but although it left later, the Zomba backstamp
is timed 7 AM: 30 minutes ahead of schedule!

Figure 5

Figure 6
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Further examples of air mail covers carried by aran

\

o T MAYASBALAND-

llew York

Figure 7

Fig. 7:

Cover datestamped Ntondwe 29
Jan. 1938, it was sent 33 miles to
Blantyre by runner, or perhaps by
cyclist at this time. It was then
flown to Beira on the 30th by
RANA to connect with LA.
service DN62 which arrived at
Southampton on 5 Feb. From
there it was sent to New York by
trans-Atlantic steamer. It is
franked at the 1/4d. per % oz. air
mail rate to the U.S.A.

Fig. 8:

Cover datestamped Fort Johnston, 2 Jan. 19
It was sent 120 miles by runner to Blantyf
from where it was flown to Salisbury on 6 Jap.
by RANA to connect with I.A. service AN41(
which departed the same day. It arrived |at
Alexandria on the 11th from where it depart¢d
the next day in the S23 flying bo@entaurus,
operating the first experimental flying boat ¥

\

BY AlR MAIL

service to Southampton. She arrived at 16|16 Aiis s Sl
on the 13th. :
) fcn..cj,q I :,..;,?'«-Lic.f- -c-.__-.-w

Included in a table of postal services operating T L ¥ J
in 1922, S.S. Murray [7] shows a daily servige O AN s
between Fort Johnston and Zomba. It is mpst ]
likely that the frequency of the service = i L

y q y fb\.fj,‘ﬁﬂn_n_._gﬁ S—o—mﬂ u.-.-.,__.f-‘?"-ﬁ"i-

remained daily in the 1930s.

Figure 8

I BY MR MAIL
PAR AVION

Meserg Groves & Lindlsy,
The Lion Bulluings,
EUDDRRBRSFIELD,
HRGLAND.

IYASALAND |
e e

Fig. 9:
Cover datestamped Chikwawa,
20 March 1936, it was sent 31
miles by runner to Blantyre from
where it was flown by RANA to
Salisbury on the 21st (timetabled
to depart 08.00 and arrive 11.00).
| It was then flown by L.A. service
AN327 which departed Salisbury
at 14.00 on the 21st and arrived
Croydon 11.36 on the 29th.

Both this cover and the one in fig.
8 are franked at the 7d. per Y2 oz.
air mail rate to the U.K. which

applied from 6 July 1935 to 28

June 1937.

Figure 9
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The Sentinel steam rail coach services:

As | mentioned in the second introductory paragrapwas finding the | Looal Mall Servicss By
report shown in fig. 10 which first made me awdr& tmail was carried on Sentinel Goach
the railway not only by the twice-weekly mail traibut also by Sentine] We are advised by tbe Pos-
steam rail coaches. It comes from “The Nyasalaine$,” 23 Feb. 1934|master-General that the undzrnoted
edition. Unfortunately, it is the only report Iuiod relating to thesg™3! 2er¥ices are now operating in
. . . . conjunclion with the running of
services. Apart from carrying local mail, the firsntence of the reporsept;,ei coaches by the Nyasaland
states that;In connection with the Blantyre — Salisbury air iingervice, |Raiiways, Lid:— _
Blantyre will receive mails on Wednesdays from lemaa (including| Monrdays—-Limbe to Mikalongwe;
Cholo and Mlanje), Port Herald, Chiromo, KonjendBig, Sandama and|Limbe to Luchenza, including

- ” Cholo and Mlagje.
Mikalongwe. Tucsdays——As on Moudays and
) ) ) . also to Port Herald.
Until reading the report | had never heard of Seitcoaches, in fact My  ruursdays—As on Mondays, with
first reaction was to think that they were motoacizes! Research on thRietiveries at Cholo and Mlanje on
internet revealed the following facts: Fridays.
Fridays —As on Tuesdays,

_ : . | Mails for Limb ocal stati
Sentinel Wagon Works of Shrewsbury built their tfisteam railcar in|, Mzils for Limbe and local stations
to the south are dispatched from

1923. This used coachwork constructed by Camnatblof Nottingham. | gjatyre twice daily, the closing
After trials, the L.N.E.R. purchased eighty Seritsteam railcars betweennours being 12 noon and 3.30 p.m.
1925 to 1932. During the late 1920s and early $98ty were exporteq Mails are aiso dispa'ched from
to many foreign and colonial countries and in 1998asaland received Luchebz, including Cholo and

two Sentinel Cammell steam railcars. | have beeable to locate af¥!#nie, and Miklongwe to Limbe.
. Port Herald makes up a bag for
photograph of one of the Nyasaland railcars. Té@rest | could get arf Limbe on Sundays. In connection
very poor quality ones of Sentinel railcars opegin Tanganyika, showry with the Blantyre-Salisbury air mail
in figs. 11 and 12 service, Blantyre will receive mails
gs. . on Wedacsdays from Luchenza
{includinrg Cho'o aud Mlanje), Port
Hzrabd, Chirome, Konjeni siding,
Sandama and Mikalougwe,

Figure 10

Figure 11

Figure 12 |
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BY AIR MAIL
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Figure 13
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ULEJ.,,. " LUJERI ESTATE,
G'L-"-m,d'\_.dﬁ,.aﬁ . e LUJERI P.O:

EFek Xior

Fig. 13: Cover datestamped Lujeri, 26 August 19B%,AM, ,Qe_r’--f;%\
4

which was sent 28 miles by runner via Mlanje to hemza i D45
Station and then by steam railcar to Blantyre,vadi 27th ._,‘j_; -
(backstamp timed 3 PM). It was flown to Salisbbgy RANA % : %E?%Er_, 3
. . A ,f i
on 28 Aug. to connect with [LA. service AN268, whideparted \ﬁmu !

28th and arrived Alexandria 2 Sept. It was thewfl to Karachi
by Eastern service IE371, which dep. 3 Sept. aridear Karachi
5th. It was then flown by Tata feeder service fridarachi to Madras on 6 & 7 Sept. and from theneas
sent the next day by train to Colombo. It is frathlat the 1/2d. per %2 0z. air mail rate to Cewalmich paid
for carriage by air in India. There was also apbF Y2 oz. rate from Nyasaland to Ceylon which faidair
conveyance only as far as Karachi.

References:
[1] Simpson, GeraldRhodesian Study Circle Journ&o. 110, June 1980, p.53.
[2] Hillman, Robin,A Philatelic Handbook of Nyasaland, 1859 — 198dblished by the author, undated.

[3] Website:
http://libsysdigi.library.illinois.edu/ilharvest/Aitana/Books2011-05/469188/469188 1933/469188 1§33Jpdf

[4] Website: https://intomalawi.wordpress.com/tagésaland/
[5] Website: http://www.visitmalawi.mw/index.phpfoponent/k2/item/124-mtengatenga-museum
[6] Briggs, Philip,Malawi, Bradt Travel Guides, 2013, p.210.

[7] Murray, S.S.A Handbook of Nyasalangublished for the Government of Nyasaland by than@
Agents for the Colonies, 1922. p. 254.

P.S. Very much as an afterthought | have added stwimgraphs relating to this article on page 34.



Imperial Airways Gazette June2QEsue 47) @

An Imperial Airways’ business post card
Material provided by Bill Legg

Bill sent me this very attractive post card feaigron the picture side a view of the control toaed Imperial
Airways’ hangars at Croydon. | strongly suspeett ttine I.A. name on the hangar roof was appliethéo
photo negative by a graphic artist, but perhapa haong.

The message side is interesting and, | think, ratimeisual. Clearly it was a standard card |.A.duse
attempts to attract further business. It is unfoate that the question mark which should be #fterword
“instructions” was omitted. | wonder if the erraas noticed after a box of 1,000 was delivered ftom
printer!

EFY. Harlss THE AR FOET OF LONKYE CROYOOM MAIS HUILDING & CONTEOL TOWESR

POST CARD

Jn our ?‘g/é/é‘ﬁf#af jﬁar:' - _h,,
o LEIMAR 2N

Afd':.- ......... we had the p!aﬂsurnll,l aff e 3w
N
LS |

sending you information in re:pﬂ.-"\l"f* —

Js there any further infarmation /&4‘“"—’ -
you reguire, or may we expect your ﬁ W

instructions.

Lours faithfully, /

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED.
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An Airwork Ltd. letter
Material provided by Bill Legg

Bill sent me the letter shown below from Airworkd.tto our well-known friend Mr. George King, togeth
with its envelope shown on the next page. In ditet to me Bill wrote that he finds rather amuding fact
that the air service timetable was adjusted totkeistate of the tides at Jersey.

The P.S. tells us that in Feb. 1934 at least, vtheretter was written, mail was not carried. Ais fs a long
way outside my area of knowledge, | wonder if madk carried subsequently.
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My understanding is that Airwork Ltd. managed andintained Heston Airport and hence the machine
cancellation on the envelope bears the Heston Aimame plus the cleverly designed “AW” logo eaites
of the word “Airport.”

h"4 Ampoiarw '- ‘)

Goorge (J. King,
42 . Arundel Foed,
Fingaton,

SUTDEY

S

| happen to have a book which tells the whole stifrgervices from the south of England to the Clenn
Islands from which | scanned the photograph belbdecsey Airways’ aircraft on the beach at St. efeliFor
those interested in the story, the book is “From Bagle to Flamingo, Channel Islands Airlines 192939.”
The author is Neville Doyle and it was published1l®91 by The Self Publishing Association Ltd., pric
£14.95. (However, | bought my copy for £2 at akbtzir).

Rt
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Use of Wilson Airways’ aircraft on I.A. African tru nk services
By Peter Wingent

Whilst checking service details on the Decemberbli@3perial Airways’ movement chart [1], | noticead
small pencil annotations reading “VPKBA” next totta lines running between Kisumu and Juba. By
adding a hyphen to these letters to become VP-KB#raferring to Bill Colley’s book [2] it becameealr to

me that a Wilson Airways DH84 Dragon was employedperate duplicate services between Kisumu and
Juba. The relevant section of the chart is showrig. 1 with red arrows pointing to the “VPKBA”
annotations showing that a Wilson Dragon was engalayn services AN297, AS298 and AN298.

_emesf - JUBA
==\
Ny | onegiEE
. 7\ vexsasoes o g0 e KISUMU
§ .% -‘-{iﬁi |
et £ :/ .| NARoBI
- | . o 3
3 9 IO [l |2 3 14 15 Dec.
JUN  MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT SU 1935
Figure 1

The duplication of aircraft on this section of tloeite was not new. Unfortunately, “The Times” dblbyd’'s
Daily List” very rarely recorded details of a sedaarcraft and with the movement charts existinty drom
January 1934, knowledge of duplication prior tottisavery scarce. A notable exception is the dabdi
aircraft employed on service AN52 when, in Marct329the ArgosyCity of Coventryoperated a duplicate
flight from Kisumu to Khartoum, where the Argo€jty of Arundeltook over but force landed at Wadi Halfa.
The event is described by Wingent in the “Air Mdéws.” [3].

It is the inclusion of the statement in a “LloydDsiily List” report relating to AN52 that th&ity of Coventry
carried the Central African mails, not the mailsrin Cape Townivhich is of importance here. Presumably,
on all services where a second aircraft was emgldyem Kisumu northwards it carried only mail caett
on Kisumu. But surely a second aircraft was emgdiognly because the aircraft arriving at Kisumunfrihe
south did not have the capacity to carry the aollti mail, freight and passengers to be embark&isamu?

If this was the case, then why did the secondafirflly only as far as Juba? It is hardly likehat enough of
the load would have been taken off at Juba forother aircraft to continue alone with the remaindam |
missing something? If any reader can offer ananation, | would be delighted.

Whatever the reason for employment of a secondadiifche charts show that from AS150 on 18 January
1934, the Nairobi — Kisumu section was duplicategutarly in both directions until February 1935teaf
which it ceased until the November 1935 when thé&®8ity of Jodhpurand a Wilson Airways Dragon were
employed. The first use of these two aircraft weesresult of the crash of the AW XAtalantawhen taking

off from Kisumu on 3 November 1935, whilst opergtiservice AS287. The part of the November 1935
movement chart which graphically illustrates ther@s is shown in fig. 3. The symbol “X” on the dhaas

the standard symbol used to indicate a crash andbeaseen clearly at the end of the line reprasgnti
Atalanta. The key showing the meaning of other symbols egga on the charts is shown in fig. 2.

NEINE P ; : m ARonrom( / ,.
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Figure 2
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Figure 3

Another unusual feature at this time is the emplegnof AW XVs as far north as Juba. Normally they
operated between Cape Town and Kisumu and HP4Zstedehe Kisumu - Alexandria section. However,
the AW XV Andromeda operating AN287, after arrival northbound at Mhir was needed to carry the
southbound load from the crashAthlanta and so the Nairobi — Juba section of AN287 waseshay a
‘Wilson Dragon’ and the&€ity of Jodhpur.

A cover carried on AN287 is shown in fig. 4 but, afurse, it is impossible to know in which of theot
aircraft it was flown from Nairobi to Juba. It wpested in Dar es Salaam on 2 Nov. 1935 and sefnainyto
Dodoma where it connected with service AN287 wldeparted there on the 3rd. Another interestingetsp
of this service is that the Mediterranean secta fleavn by the Short Kent flying bo&ylvanusShe departed
Alexandria at 06.45 on the 8th and should havehe@d®&rindisi the same day but she was delayed radrist
by ‘aircraft trouble’ and did not depart until 08.5he next morning. She arrived at Brindisi a288and was
immediately prepared for a return flight to Alexaiad Whilst being refuelled, a fire started in Is¢arboard
wing which took hold and destroyed the aircraftjchirsank [4]. Thus AN287 was the last flightSyflvanus

EMIL:. RUPPEL

BPEDITION
P. 0. BOX 407,
NAR-ES-SAT.AAM.

Figure 4



June 2015 (Issue 47)

Imperial Aire/&azette

The adjacent table provides

._I”Service no. From/to Date Aircraft

summary of all the Imperia _ e L _
Airways services on which thgAS287 Kisumu - Nairobi| 03 Nov. 193p “Wilson Dragon
movement Charts ShOW a WlISO']AN287 NaiI’Obi - \]uba 04 NOV. 1935 “WilSOI’l Dl’agOﬂ
Airways aircraft was emp|oyec AN293 Kisumu - Juba 25 Nov. 1935 “Wilson Dragor
during the period November 1935AN297 Kisumu - Juba 09 Dec. 1935 VP-KBA
to September 1936. AS298 Juba - Kisumu 10 Dec. 1935 VP-KBA

AN298 Kisumu - Juba 13 Dec. 1935 VP-KBA

AN306 Kisumu - Juba 06 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA
The pencil annotation for AN313 AS306 Juba - Kisumu 07 Jan. 193 VP-KBA
reads VT-ABA. VT denotes arf AN307 Kisumu - Juba 13 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA
aircraft registered in India! | think if"AS308 Juba - Kisumu 14 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA
IS Ilkely that the reglstratlon shoulg AN308 Kisumu - Juba 17 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA
read VP-KBA. AN313 Kisumu - Juba 03 Feb. 1936 VT-ABA

AS318 Juba - Kisumu 20 Feb. 1936 VP-KBA

AN320 Kisumu - Juba 28 Feb. 1936 VP-KBA

AN322 Kisumu - Juba 06 Mar. 1936 VP-KBG
Fig. 5 shows a cover posted inAN325 Kisumu - Juba 16 Mar. 1936 VP-KBA
Kitale on 3 Jan. 1936 which wat~AS326 Juba - Kisumu 17 Mar. 1936 VP-KBA
sent by road to Kisumu from whereAN341 Kisumu - Juba 12 May 1936 VP-KBG
departed on the 6th. The cover map_\/\s375 Juba - Kisumu 08 Sept. 1986 VP-KBG
well have been carried to Juba hyAN377 Kisumu - Juba 14 Sept. 1936 “Wilson”
the Wilson Dragon VP-KBA. AS377 Juba - Entebbe 15 Sept. 1936 “Wilson”

[ 4 Fe Yk
e~ Dl ¢ b
! A s )
Fal et SO L A
o4 '5:1 ! \.L&%’{
{ { - —
INEALALI D1 /{’ L4
" ..;f.-' II.'llll- l]l}“'*:_ & rH
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3 ﬁll' _II_-'__ : :;-' kg i'F
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Figure 5
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The cover shown in fig. 6 was posted in Yala onJad. 1936 and was sent by train to Kisumu where it
connected with service AN308, which departed onlfi#n. It is most likely that the cover was cairie
Juba by the Wilson Airways Dragon VP-KBA. The 18Bc. postage paid for carriage by air in the U.S.A

A second Wilson Dragon (VP-KBG) is noted only féunes on the movement charts. The section of thg Ma
1936 chart, shown in fig.7, is an example. It refier service AN341 (blue arrows) and VP-KBG (rechwa)
appears to have been called into service afteAtWeXV Andromedahad ‘undercarriage trouble’ at Kisumu.
There was a scheduled overnight stop at Juba betiada ‘miscellaneous delay’, she remained tharéhree

days before continuing to Khartoum. It was verysual for an AW XV to fly that far north but it was
probably due to no other aircraft being available.

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI May
10 T 12 13 4 15 1936
i ‘_1‘!':' *fq._ MALAKAL
X Pk
2 I
" theo] BA
rerream | Y
!‘- III..
b ENTEBBE
\ 1
Q
: gt KISUMU

Figure 7
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Fig. 8 shows the Wilson
Airways DH84 Dragon |
VP-KBA at an unknown
location in East Africa.

Figure 8

Fig. 9 shows the Wilson
Airways DH84 Dragon Il VP-
KBG at Kisumu. The AW XV
Artemis and the HP4XHadrian
are also featured.

Kisumu was the usual location
for the change of aircraft; the
AW XVs operating between
there and Cape Town and the
HP42s between Kisumu and
Cairo. The Wilson Airways
Coast Service to Dar es Salaam
also began at Kisumu.

Figure 9

References:

[1] Aircraft movement charts held at British AirvsArchive, Heathrow, London.

[2] Colley, W.,The Airmails of East Africa (second edition) to 29Bast African Study Circle, 2009. P.35.
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Postscript:

Since completing this article, | spoke to Duncaev@ who, | am sure, answered the question | posduki
third paragraph, asking why were services duplicately as far north as Juba. Duncan said it wasuse
aircraft had difficulty taking off from Kisumu due the high altitude, especially when heavily lahd&hus a
lightening of the load only as far as Juba solVedtake-off problem. Thank you Duncan.
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Imperial Airways cachet
By Peter Wingent

| was lucky enough to be the only bidder on Ebaytle Imperial Airways cachet shown below. At ffifs
thought that the undated scrap had been cut froewspaper flown on a special flight, possibly ofi¢he
trans-Atlantic crossings, but a little research fea®aled this to not be the case.

"Trl' P i i

. GA“"‘ £ BY z’!iﬂ_ﬂ

M mE 1d

ONE FPENNY Nsﬂﬁn-}tﬂm 1d,

ABROAD 1id.
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As | was meeting a friend in London, | took the ogipnity to visit the Newsroom of the British Lilsyaand
looked through microfilm of the “Daily Mail.” It as easy to identify the edition through the reddabParis
Air Defence: New Plans” and below it, the headi2gSpecials for the Matron.” Thus it transpiredt ttiee
cachet was applied to the 29th May 1934 editioﬂnef‘Dain Mail” and my curiosity was satisfied.

Daily sl Mail o

NEW PLANS || |

r 1ar r B‘Rﬂ.lﬂﬂ.i.‘iﬂ.ﬁnf,’ P_‘JGE 16,

T

11.m08 TUESDAY, MAY 3. 1934 ONE ,,;.“Y oo {50
. 7 =, -2 *Specials’ for the Matron!
‘VARINGS (II.@'&‘ ES hr:r'lug?;.f;uh for the Matron

ASHION WEEK' OFFERS | BARGAINS for POSTAL SHOPPERS| | MATRONS HAT

Ly 3.5 ml Eliﬂmf Bl.“.l J“. Thorsughly Relnble | |

an | ILImI{ TABLE

Having shown the cachet to Duncan Crewe he, agyalweame up with an excellent reference as follows:

Quite co-incidentally | was browsing through "Alieéther Mac” by R.H. Macintosh this morning and &9p
came across the following:

“l had some anxious moments on another W8 b anBagle VIII. | was over France heading for Le Byetr
with theearly morning newspaper service.”

The rest refers to a one engine landing at Le Beum poor visibility. It would seem to show thbupat
certainly in the 1920s IA were operating a newspagevice. The last W8s were scrapped in Febru@ga11

I emailed B.A. Archive asking if they had any imMmtion on the newspaper-carrying activities of Ingde
Airways. The following is a part of the reply:

“Imperial Airways did carry newspapers from Croydeo Europe in the 1930s although Air Dispatch
specialised in such work with very early morningtts to Paris and other cross-Channel destinatidnsng
this period.”

| found in John Stroud’s book, “The Annals of Bsitiand Commonwealth Air Transport” that Air Disgatc
Ltd. was formed on 9 July 1934 (six weeks aftermawspaper was flown). It might well be that Air pasch
took over newspaper-carrying from 1L.A. sometimeiafhid-1934, but that is only supposition on mytpar
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Post Office air mail bag labels
By Peter Wingent

P.O. bag labels has not been the subject of adeait this magazine before, nor | think in the BAM
magazine, “Air Mail News.” Yet they occasionallggear in dealers’ boxes and if offered at modesepr |
have been tempted to purchase them and | wondéhdf readers have too.

| recently found a brief article on the subject mhed in an edition of the “TPO and Seapost Jdufig
from which much of the information which followstaken. Thanks and acknowledgement must be made to
the author: Mr. Wolfram Buddenseig. | hope it wilake the study of these labels a little more egtng.

Label colours:

At the 1929 U.P.U. London Congress it was deterthihat the colour of labels attached to mail bdgsikl
be as follows:

White - Letter mail.

Red - Registered mail.
Blue - Printed matter.
Yellow - Parcel post.

Green - Returned empty sacks.

French inscriptions:

At the 1878 U.P.U. Paris Congress it was agreedRileanch would be the language of the U.P.U. Sionest
one of the following may be found written on a Iiddrag label:

Recommandés - Registered letters.

L.C. & A.O. - Lettres, Cartes et Autres Objets = Letters, eaud other articles.
Colis Postaux - Parcel Post.
Sacs Vides - Empty Sacks.

Meaning of the letter ‘F’:

The letter F' on a white bag label indicated that the bag coetdthe Feuille d’Avis” or letter bill. On a red
bag label, F' meant Feuille d’Envoi,” or list of bags with letters with a declared wval(.e. valuable items
that qualified for compensation if lost or stolerijhe letter bill, listing the total number of bait should
arrive at the receiving office, would be put intoenvelope and then into the last bag to be madérop F
label would then be attached to the neck of theeddag.

Examples of F’ letter mail bag labels are shown in figs. 1 and 2

AIR MAIL—URGENT. "

All illustrations are from the writer's FROM
LONDON FerelgiSection

collection unless stated otherwise.

(BELGIAN CONGO)
Via ‘ ‘
\ 20351 J{HEA
AIR MAIL—URGENT.
From BLANTYRE rover

LON DON

FOREIGN SECTION
Via Salisbury

TO

\ 3 ~ (Allillustrations of labels are reduced size)
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The Cairo label to the right has a faint purp

“KISUMU F” handstamp and is from the Duncan LETTERS

Crewe collection. FROM -
3 D

11
VIA
= AIR MAIL—URGENT.
.:g ROM | ONDON Fereimmeestisn=- Fioure 2
UDBON'S SLEOE ﬂ igure
(EGYPT)

Ta
FORT 410

ViA ALEXANDRIA

JE400 533/ DSl 57

J
F

Disembarkation and Embarkation Codes

The Kisumu to Cairo label shown in fig. 2 has af@d D 11' code which is a disembarkation code. Fig. 3 is
an extract from a 3-page letter written by CapOLLumley of the P.O. Services Dept., London, @ itead
Postmaster at Southampton, dated 19 June 1937suliject of the letter was the handling of mailewlthe
EAMS commenced in July 1937. The extract provithescode numbers for Durban, Lourenco Marques and
Beira. In another letter, D 33 for Kisumu is menigd. However, | wonder why codes were neededuseca

in the case of Duncan’s label at least, a sorteldceeeD11 and think, “Ah, that means Cairo,” but right next
to it the wordCAIRO is printed, surely rendering the code unnecessary!

EMBARKATION AND ]}ISEE.L‘BABKATIGH
ﬂa/m:,
The aﬂ—be‘i;e mails from I.omion for embarkation on airecraf+

at Southampton will be forwarded from London in a separate van

: consigned to "Berth 50, Southampton Docks" and attached to the

3.0 a.,m. trein ex Waterloo on Tuesdeys, Fridays end Saturdeys.
‘%’-:a.-ti"

The bags will be stowed in biwree sircraft disembarkation groups

viz..(r)l)urban (D.51), (2) Lourenco Marques (D.49), (3) Beira

(D.45) and (4) all other groups.

Figure 3

Fig. 4 shows two further examples of labels with @airo D 11 code from Duncan’s collection, onarfro
Nairobi and the other from Kampala.
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LETTERS

CAIRO

D

11

Figure 4

VIA

Mail bag labels were usually printed on
thick card but two from The Sudan were =
printed on cloth. They are shown in fig.
5. The one from Malakal is from the
Duncan Crewe collection. This also has
manuscript D 11 code and is to Cairo. &+

Fire ko, 148 E

SUDAN AIR MAIL.
Juba

| ol

'\\\ Kilos: &5 grs.

/_ Pmir. No. 1448, S

SUDAN AIR MAIL

Platbafakl ©
1

To /{fm
Ny

lﬂn___._ — EGrammes ___ ! ©

The Malakal label has a “Sudan Air Mail /
Malakal 5.X.39 datestamp on the reverse.

Figure 5

Finally, fig.6 shows a registered mail bag la
from Beira to Alexandria. Somewhat puzzli
is the M 9 code. One problem with all the b
labels is dating them. The ones alrea
illustrated have various clues which clear
date them as pre-war, e.g. the Kisumu — C
one has amMMPERIAL AIRWAYS handstamp and
those from London to Aba and Port Said ha
aHUDSON s PLACE handstamp. The label fro
Beira with the M 9 code might possibly be
post-war item. Can any reader shed any li
on this please?

Reference

Figure 6

[1] Buddenseig, WolfrantF” Bag Labels from Railway and Sea Post OfficesI.P.O. and Seapost Journal,

Spring 2005 (Vol. 59, no.287), pp27-28.
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Imperial Airways’ menu
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

This unusual item was sent to me by Duncan, togetita the London — Paris I.A. Summer 1934 timeg¢abl
The latter shows there were up to six flights gy, &xcept Sundays, but dinner would have beeredaruly

on the 18.30 departure from Croydon.

IDRIS

TABLE WATERS
supnfied exelustely

DINNER

Saturday July 7th. 1934

Teed Tomato Juice

or
Grape Fruilt
K e r.‘f-a_".-f
e ‘e
deope'. LBDE

Epe Meyornnaise

-'J_j,!_-'.'.{;'!'r..-: _’_--.I_ # s @

J_ 0 Eoast Surrey Fowl
ML, (TUHLT York Ham
& Fressed EBsefl

French Balad
Fotato Selad

Chesse mand Blscults
Lessert

coffes

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
8/=

q 3 JUNE—& OCTOBER INCLUSIVE
DAILY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
E F G —=——H J
LONDON, Airwoy Terminus dep. D?.15'ﬂ-5.15| 9.15 11.#5|‘F¢_£5 17.45
LOMDOM, Air Port o dep, |08, !W.ﬂﬂ 10.&!!12.3015,30 18.30
PARIS, AirPort ...  ...are. 10.15]'11,15 12.15714.4517.45/20.45
PARIS, Airway Terminus ... arr.  11.000112.00(13.00 15.30,15.3 21.30

Seridce £ > Sunelays excepied.  Suspended on and after 5o September

Serviee F : Runs on Fridays, Satwrdays and Mondays only from 29 Fune to
r Octaber inclustve, thence daily fiom 2 Oclober to 6 Cclober

Sevvice H : Lands @t Berck for Le Towsuet on Fridays and Saturdays, & Fune
to 13 September fnelusive, aohen the arrival time al Pariv i fen
ritiles {ntder

Service J ¢ Sundays excepted
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South Africa to Yugoslavia in June 1940
By Robert Clark

One of my principal interests is what happened @AB mail that was in transit in June 1940 whenyltal
entered WW2 and BOAC could no longer fly acrossNegliterranean. This article adds to information on
African repositioning flights that was recently fisbed in Air Mail News.

A recently purchased airmail postcard is shown igufe 1, postmarked in Johannesburg, South Africa a
17.15 on 4th June 1940 and addressed to Zagreligostavia. The intention would have been for ib&
flown by BOAC to Athens where it would be offloadadd sent on, perhaps by surface or by Deutsche
Lufthansa (DLH) to Belgrade and from there by stefdo Zagreb. It is franked with 7%d, the air mail
postcard rate to Europe.

PAR AVION

BY AR MAIL
PER LUGPOS

N WS B ToAT
16, Voéarska cesta

ZAGREB. /SES
[P €5 T Th T5 & & <0 drb &b oob db o
Yugoslavia. IS Fi {
ol J'(:, 'E:.:lf L -
.\l* 'I,'I-!j '|~ E\Hl.llll
b T {{)
Ed g Dﬁ/

Figure 1: South Africa — Yugoslavia, 4th June -hlDily 1940

It has an Egyptian censor mark, an ‘Athinai Postgidane’ transit mark on 9th July, a Zagreb reaeive
(BAT'PESB in the Cyrillic alphabet) on 10th July and ‘PB@' fed pencil which Peter Wingent informs me
stands for ‘Passed by Censor’. There was a thresskly service from Johannesburg to Lourenco Martyes
Divisao Exploracao Transportes Aeraeos (DETA) uktiust 1948to enable Johannesburg mail to connect
with the BOAC service from Durban. Hence, it mayddeen flown to Lourenco Margues on 5th June to
connect there with the last through BOAC service 216 that left Durban earlier that day. It was tkeken

off at Alexandria on 8th June to be dealt with vy Egyptian censors.

Another possibility is that the ‘PBC’ mark applieg the censors in South Africa resulted in a deldych
meant that the card was not flown to Lourenco Masgon 5th June to connect with DN 276 and wasadste
flown on DN 277 byCamilla which left Durban on 8th June with the servicengeierminated in Luxor on
11th Jun& Although there was then no scheduled service dmtw uxor and Egypt until the first Horseshoe
flight, there were repositioning flight<Castorflew from Alexandria to Luxor on 11th June and &z Cairo

on 12th Junand carried at least part of the DN 277 mail, fibgsncluding this postcard.

Evidence that at least some DN 277 mail was floov@a&iro on 12th June is a cover to Bombay (of which
have a scan) that was postmarked in Beira on 8th 3940 and which has a Cairo transit at 2 pm dh 12
June and a Bombay datestamp on 25th June.
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A third possibility is that there was an even geealelay in South Africa and that the card was flam DN
278 which terminated in Kisumu on 13th June. Itdl mmaentually reached Cairo on the first Horseshoe
service on 23rd June. That would still give it pleof time to get to Athens by 9th July. The cardsw
certainly not sent to Egypt by surface as the Real\8as closed to allied shipping on 24th May ardfitist
convoy did not arrive in Suez until 12th July.

Let us now consider its onward journey from Cairbere was a regular postal service from Cairo tantsul

by rail & road to Aleppo, then on thieaurus Expres$o Haydarpasa across the Bosporus from Istanid. T
DLH air mail service from Istanbul to Sofia (withcannection to Belgrade) had been terminated ireDéeer
1939 due to diplomatic problems between Turkey @edmany and so the card would have been sent by
surface to Athens. According to the DLH January QlSidnetablé, there was a service from Athens to
Belgrade via Sofia on Mondays, Wednesdays and ygjdeaving Athens at 7.30 am and arriving in Badigr
just after noon at 12.05. That would fit with théh&ns postmark on Tuesday 9th July and the posheind
flown on the 10th. There would then be time fdpbitrrive in Zagreb by surface later that day.

The following scenario is therefore proposed fer airmail postcard:

1. Flown to Lourenco Marques on 5th June and on &x&tdria on DN 276 on 5th — 8th June; or flown
to Luxor on DN 277 on 8th — 11th June and then kux@airo on 12th June; or flown to Kisumu on
DN 278, eventually reaching Cairo on the 1st Hdrsesservice on 23rd June.

2. Delayed in Egypt by the censors and then sent f@aino by: (i) rail to Haifa, (i) road to Tripoli
(Lebanon), (iii) rail to Aleppo, (iv) Taurus Expee® Haydarpasa and (v) ferry across the Bosporus t
Istanbul.

3. Istanbul to Athens by surface arriving on eithdr &t 9th July.

4. Athens to Belgrade by DLH via Salonica and Sofiadednesday 10th July.

5. Belgrade to Zagreb by surface on 10th July.

Hence rather a complex journey and about 5 weegsttrom South Africa to Athens instead of a feayslif
it had been posted a week earlier. Comments onc@mections to, the above would be very welcome.

Acknowledgements
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Joint I.LA. and Shell advertising cover
By Peter Wingent

On page 25 of the Dec. 2014 Gazette an unus
cover with pre-printed joint Shell and IA

advertising was illustrated. It was the first tf i TR e VPl —

type to have been seen by both Duncan Creie, . weemar amwavs o 7 ;
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Airmail by bus

by Laurence Kimpton

In the June 2006 Imperial Airways Gazette, | ddématisome early Eastern Route covers. They incladed
cover from Edinburgh to Karachi apparently floworfr Cairo to Basra in March 1927 (Figure 1, in colou
rather than in B&W as in 2006). The dates of itstpwrks did not fit in with any known Imperial Aiays
flight, yet it clearly travelled across the Middi&st to arrive at Karachi in the same time as thi carried
on the listed air services. | offered a not vergwincing suggestion that it might have been flowrnan extra
flight. However, recent researches in the Royall Methive have revealed the correct explanation.

Figure 1. 7 March 1927.

Registered cover addressed
to Karachi posted at
Edinburgh. Backstamped at
London on 8 March. The

next air service departed
from Cairo on 23 March, so
it was forwarded on the
overland mail  service,

confirmed by its Karachi

backstamp of 26 March
(Backstamp for air service
departing Cairo on 23

March would have been 31
March at the earliest).

Rate: 10%d. (1¥2d. postage,
6d. air mail fee, 3d.

registration).

From late 1923 senders of mail from Great Britaitrdq had the choice of the RAF Cairo-BaghdadMaiil
Service or the Nairn Haifa-Baghdad Overland MadtiBservices charged a fee of 3d. per ounce irtiaddi
to foreign postage of 2%d. per ounce. Dispatchas weade from London for both services every week, b
the service across the Middle East to Baghdad wesekhy for the overland mail and fortnightly for the
mail. In ‘non-air mail weeks’ letters were held Gairo for a week to await the next flight to Baghd#
senders of mail were uncertain as to which weeks veer mail weeks' they would be inclined to chetse
weekly overland service. As a result, the air gerlbst much custom.

With the choice of two rival accelerated serviceailable for mail to Iragq, some mail franked witlee of
3d. per ounce in addition to postage, was not lgl@aarked for one service or the other (for exampiarked
‘by air or overland’), either because the sendes w@nfused or just wished to send it on whatevericse
would be quickest, leaving the decision for thetmdBce. In June 1925 senders of mail complainedhe
GPO that letters marked ‘Overland’ had had an aiit label affixed by the Post Office and were deldypy a
week for the next air mail service. The GPO demésgponsibility for adding air mail labels, but madpartial
attempt to resolve the issue; an internal GPO menuwm statediletters for Iraq prepaid with the fee of 3d.
per ounce are being posted marked for transmisbiphe Haifa-Baghdad Desert Motor Service and also
bearing an Air Mail label. In the weeks when thesa@o dispatch of the Air Mail all such packets dobe
included in the Desert Motor Mail; in the weeks whbe Air Mail is dispatched, they should be dishatd
for transmission by the Air Mail.”

However, letters clearly marked for the air maitvéee, posted in the weeks when there was no ait ma
dispatch were sent to Egypt, along with the ovetlamail, and continued to be held in Egypt until #remail
flight of the following week; the cover shown ingiire 2 is an example. So, in ‘non-air mail weelt, letter

of the ‘confused sender’ or the letter of the sendbelling their envelope for both services wolnd
delivered in Iraq a week before a letter clearheléed ‘Air Mail’. Figure 3 shows a cover postediialand in
December 1926, on which the sender has writtenCBgrland/Air Mail’; at Port Said it was sent viaeth
overland service rather than waiting a week formtéet air mail flight.
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Figure 2. 16 June 1929. Cover to Baghdad posted at Shrewsbispatched with the India Mail (which
included mail for the overland service) from Londom17 June. It arrived in Cairo on 24 June and hedd
until 1 July for the next flight to Baghdad. Backsiped on 2 July at Baghdad Cantonment (Hinaidije:Ra
5%d. (2¥2d. postage, 3d. air mail fee).

Figure 3. 15 December 1926. Covef
to Baghdad posted at Dublin and
cancelled with a late fee postmark.
Manuscript superscription ‘By| <=4

Overland & Air Mail.” Dispatched %1 /#A3
with the India Mail (which included

mail for the overland service) from
London on 16 December. The next &
service from Cairo was on 3
December, so the cover was sent \ji
the overland service, departing Haif
on 23 December and arriving

December at Baghdad Cantonmept
(Hinaidi). Rate: 6%d. (3d. postage, 3¢

It might have seen to have been good practiceleéttats marked for the air mail service and poste’don-
air mail weeks’ should simply have been forwardgdhe overland mail service after arrival at Paatd$ in
order to arrive at their destination as soon asiptes An internal GPO memorandum of 3 Septemb&619
reveals that this was not done for financial reasbecause tHeonveyance of the Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail
involves no outpayment, but conveyance of the @weiMail costs the Post Office 8 gold francs pés.kiln
the westbound direction, the Iraq Post Office apgeéo be more flexible. Mail from Iraq and Persrarked
for the air mail service, was sometimes sent byotrexland mail if that was the next available ssgyiFigure
4 shows a cover from Persia treated in this way.
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Figure 4 15 October 1925. Cove[ =
to Germany posted at Tehran.
Cachets ‘Poste Aerienne / Bagdafl-
Caire’ applied by the Persian Post
Office at Tehran. Backstamped at PHST: :
Baghdad on 22 October. Althoug TR
intended for the air mail service, th L’Nﬂ'h -
next dispatch was not until 2
October. It was therefore sent vi
the overland service, confirmed b
the Port Said backstamp of 2
October. Franked at the air m
rate of 1 kran 15 chahis (15ch.
postage, 1kr. air mail fee). The raF

! i
B

v

......

POSTE AERIEN).S )
BAGDAD-CATR™
1dolf Dewitz 5

for the overland mail was 1 kran
chahis (15ch. postage, 14ch.
overland mail fee).

Konstanz a.%.
ALLEMAGNE Dobelestr.6

B

On 1 January 1927 Imperial Airways took over thér@&@Baghdad air mail service from the RAF and
extended it to Basra. Mail for Karachi and northstvindia was accepted for the service, continuisg i
journey from Basra by ships of the British Indi@&nh Navigation Company. At first the service camtih to
operate fortnightly. With the new service, the piccin ‘non-air mail weeks’ to hold air mail in ot for a
week came to an end. From January 1927 the proeedhs to dispatch air mail posted in intermediateks
on the Overland Mail service in bags labelled ‘Mail to be forwarded from Haifa by the Overland Mot
Route’ (in other words, air mail by bus!). As theedand service terminated at Baghdad uncertaamyained
as to what to do with the Basra mail, which inclidetters destined for southern Iraq, southerni®@ensd
India. A letter, dated 21 January 1927 from thet@dler of the London Postal Section to the Secyetd the
GPO, expressed this uncertainty; a note addecedtdtiom of this letter in the Secretary’s offistgtes that
mail for Basra in the intermediate weeks shouldnisuded in the dispatch for Baghdad (to be conddyg
the overland service). This mail would then be $gntail from Baghdad to Basra and, if addressddda, it
could then connect with the steamer service to &tara

My cover from Edinburgh addressed to India (Figlijewas posted in a 'non-air mail week." Its Karachi
backstamp confirms its carriage on the overlandiserather than having been delayed for a wedkgypt
awaiting the next air service.

Most of the mail from Great Britain flown on the perial Airways service from January 1927 to Mar&29
was destined for Iraq and would have been of alaimature to that flown on the RAF service in diag
years. A relatively small amount of mail would hde=n destined for India because as far as maldcachi
and the rest of north-west India was concernedthferair mail fee of 6d, the saving of time wasyomlo
days over mail sent by surface. Also, the highnaail fee for mail to India of 6d. (in addition tmperial
postage of 1%d.) was a disincentive; it was dothsé for Iragq and Persia, having been set in expiect of
the air service being extended to India at an edale. In April 1927 the Imperial Airways Cairo-Bas
became weekly and the sending of air mail by therlamd service became unnecessary. Traffic onithe a
mail service expanded greatly at the expense abbdand service.

References:

Imperial Airways Gazette, June 2006 (Issue 29)e[g
Royal Mail Archive, POST 33/679.

Royal Mail Archive, POST 33/2006.

Royal Mail Archive, POST 33/805.
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Unusual items seen
By Peter Wingent

| noticed yet another I.A. station handstamp owec offered on ebay in April this year which séid £28.
This time it is the handstamp of the LA. Beiraic#fand is one of the few to contain a date. Thitatelic
cover was posted in Beira on 2 July 1938 and hadvthnica Trading Company trade symbol printed @n th
flap, next to which the purple I.LA. handstamp waspl&ed. In fact it was one of three very similavers
offered by the dealer but the other two did notehtie 1.A. handstamp, nor an air mail label.

Interestingly, the cover is addressed to Capt. HEihegan. On pages 4 and 5
of the Dec. 2013 Gazette, Duncan Crewe provideloat diography of Capt.

Finnegan and featured a cover addressed to himhwiad an I.A. Bahrein
—-H!;n handstamp on the reverse.

For those of you who wish to refer to other knovamdistamps, on page 24 of the Dec. 2014 Gazeteedli
references to all the other |.A. station handstawipish have been featured in the Gazette overdhesy

= — — . .

b

Another item | saw on ebay back in 2014 is the (Con o onmadonn of Hhe 0 el nf dho

L . Bb hegre it s € sanh 4 e Fnetl Ak
lunch invitation (shown right) to a Southamptgn "'{ %f - )f & g
councillor on the day of the inauguration of the M"’fﬁ# G ;',;J,wm:,"
first stage of the E.A.M.S. (29 June 1937). b ﬁ,,.gm, e, Arthsie . Bndarmisk

Unfortunately | lost track of it so | am unable to "‘!Wﬂ*‘ e Roroscrf e y‘“"ﬂf

report whether or not it sold and for how much. — T M% e MLM‘%,JJ /
Perhaps one of you is now the proud owner? o Trsedyyy, e 205 Firn 1957 el 12 45 for ,‘ﬁ ”.

e oot A e eden G
b -gr‘ f:{&ﬁ-’ﬁv e #*Hﬁ';&.irdrﬂﬁ
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Imperial Airways’ station handstamps ~ a listing
By Peter Wingent

After including the Beira I.A. station handstamp thie previous page, it occurred to me that we hexe
identified quite a few of these relatively unusitams and that it might be a good idea to illustritem
together in one place; hence the table below.

Until the first example was sent to me for inclusim the June 2004 Gazette, | was unaware of their
existence. In the intervening years we have ifledtiwelve examples but | strongly suspect thareVv.A.
station on both the African and Eastern routesthad own handstamp and thus there are many mobe to
discovered. To spread the net to a wider audidniceéend to send the table below to John Symonihén
hope that he will include it in the Q & A sectiohafuture edition of the “Air Mail News,” asking BAMS
members have any other examples in their collestion

Details of cover to which handstamp is applied

D/s. Mowbray, 26 Jan. 1932. Cover on first flightU.K., sent vig
" ” Cape Town.

— = =e D/s. Singapore, 30 Dec. 1933. Cover to Cape Towrfirst return
| f flight of extension to Singapore.

"f"'f--‘ T‘ﬂh
/\ \ D/s. Germiston, 26 Jan. 1932 (handstamp dated itB8dror). Cover
{ & on first flight to U.K.

D/s. Broken Hill, 29 Jan. 1932. Cover to Mirabetia first flight to
U.K. Although posted at Broken Hill, the returndagiss on the reverge
is Johannesburg and it is believed the I.A. hamistaas applied therg.

D/s. Karachi, 13 Dec. 1933. Cover to Alor Star arstfflight of
d"“ A¥ extension to Singapore. A faint strike at bottonmeo of cover.
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Details of cover to which handstamp is applied

On cover to Lagos with no postal markings. Manips¢duly 1936.”

D/s. Khartoum 3 Aug. 1936. Cover sent by train oot Sudan.

On a post card with no postal markings.

D/s. Lindi 1 July 1937. Cover to U.K. on first dayE.A.M.S.

D/s. London, 27 Nov. 1937. Addressed to R.M.C. [@xdmperial
Airways, Hong Kong. His signature over handstamp.

D/s. Singapore, 2 March 1938. Cover to I.A. pitoBahrein.

D/s. Beira 2 July 1938. Cover to I.A. pilot in U.K
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Tatty but scarce!
By Peter Wingent

At first sight the roughly-opened cover shown o 1iis the sort of item one might find in a dealgunk box
and pass over quickly. However, | was lucky enotaglobtain it very cheaply on Ebay, probably beeaus
others considered it to be junk, but it most dédiyiis not.

It has a London F.S./air mail cancellation datedF2bBruary 1934 and backstamps of Blantyre and Limbe
dated 9 March. Thus it was flown from Croydon @lisbury by I.A. service AS157, which carried mail
addressed to Nyasaland which was flown by the R®SNA service from Salisbury to Blantyre. It isfiked

at the 9d. for first %2 oz. air mail rate from Utid.Nyasaland.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR  AVION

) PINE PE».:::"
Figure 1 ':-.[astﬂrl's J Blemasen & Co., y
Box BY,
LIMZBE.:

Hyasaland.

Writing in the “South African Philatelist,” [1] L.AWyndham stated thatThe first flight from Salisbury to
Blantyre carried 131 letters from the U.K. Thesfiair mail from Blantyre was large, but the fiteaid from
Salisbury to Blantyre was small, due to the faett tadministrations other than those of Nyasaland an
Southern Rhodesia were unaware officially of thisterce of the new service until after it had sdrt Thus,
those interested had to rely on news from privateces.”

A.J. Hawken, writing in “The Society of Malawi Jowal,” [2] adds [
some detail re the mail from the U.KThe mail received at Blantyre] * ‘558 OFFICIAL Aig
was two closed bags from London, gross weight Zbs, containing 2

131 letters. This mail was the ordinary weekly smrcial despatch PR OTEY i
from England.” Being in closed bags, the Salisbury Post Officendt o

open them and thus the U.K. mail did not receive tlvo cachets NY2 DAL AT
applied to other mail passing through Salisburyclwhivas carried on

the first flight. The cachets are shown in fig. 2. Figure 2

The RANA service was timetabled to depart Saliskaur96.30 on Friday, 9 March and to arrive at Blemat
09.30. Service AS157 departed Croydon to schemtul28 Feb. and was due to arrive at Salisbury &516n
Thursday, 8 Feb. However, due to a weather delslyaali Halfa, the service only reached Broken Biillthe
8th from where it departed at 05.45 on the mormhthe 9th and arrived Salisbury at approx. 09.00wus
the RANA service was delayed. It is interestinghtde that the Blantyre backstamp is timed 3PM thed
Limbe one at 4.30PM. The report from the “Nyasdl@imes,” shown on page 7 of this issue, refertinthe
Sentinel steam coach services, includes the stateitmat, “Mails for Limbe and local stations to the south
are dispatched from Blantyre twice-daily. Thus the final 5 miles of the cover’s journeyrfr Blantyre to
Limbe, was via a Sentinel steam rail coach. Howyra these U.K. commercial covers have survived?

References:

[1] Wyndham, L.A.Nyasaland — S. Rhodesia Air Mail ServiBeuth African PhilatelistApril 1934, p55.
[2] Hawken, A.J.,The Air Mail History of Nyasalandihe Society of Malawi Journal, Vol. 33, no. 2, July
1980, p30.
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Imperial Airways special covers, 1924 to 1939
By John C. Symons

Imperial Airways (IA) was launched on 1st April B®llowing the incorporation of four other compesi British
Marine Air Navigation, Daimler Airways, Handley Ra@ransport and Instone Air Lines. 1A inheritedotyglot fleet
of obsolete aircraft and a diverse network of Eeaoproutes. Although this remained the focus af tdperations for
the early years, their primary aim was to develogxensive passenger and mail service acrossritig Empire,
implicit in the company’s title. The aim of thisiddfrarticle is to outline the evolution of this werk by means of the
covers they produced for the first flights.

Great Britain to India and Australia 1927

By the end of 1926 IA was adequately equipped ginlexpanding
its operation across the Empire. On 6th January %/ took over
the RAF's Cairo to Baghdad service, extending B#sra, where
connection was made with a steamer service to Karlee first

through flight from Croydon Airport to Karachi defeal on 30th
March 1929, celebrated with the special cover sHefun

The route was progressively extended: 21 Dec. Zielioi; 1 July

to Calcutta; 23 Sept. 33 to Rangoon; 9 Dec. 33rigapore, and
finally 8 Dec. 34 to Australia.

BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

FIRST AIR-MAIL

BETWEEN ENGLAND & INDIA

CALGUTTA: KAMRGH!
[ By am man|

SPENINE BF THE BIEULAN
AN WAR SEAVIEE a7
IMPLRIAL AIHMATE AAD
1UBiAY THURS.CORTINEH T
THESGH
TN T CALCETTS

OPEMING OF THE REGILKA
[T
AND

MDA TRAME.COMTIMENTAL
ASWAYE BETWEEH LONDON

S — GROVME OF THE ATaiLeS
R WAL VENVKEE BT

¥, T. . Plald,

% VWenmra, Jardan & Moms.
Nagdonell Hooge, 21 PEGE 58,
SYDNEY. N. 5. W. hAuvatralia.

Great Britain to South Africa 1931

IA inaugurated their service to Africa departing28Feb. 31 from Croydon, initially to Mwanza, Tangika, and
extending it to Cape Town, South Africa on 9 Dec 31

This was a survey flight, preparatory to the fofficial flight;, special Springbokcovers were produced. The first
departure from Croydon was on 20 Jan. 32, arrivir@ape Town on 2 Feb. Again a special cover veagdin this
case th&peedbirctover.
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Great Britain to North America 1939

Services across the North Atlantic commenced ond39, but were brought to an abrupt halt follovtimegy outbreak
of WWII. The cover, above left, was rejected asrmamtion was made of Ireland, Newfoundland or Cairaéfa/our
of the alternative more specific but less attraatiover.

In addition to these colourful covers, local postathorities produced numerous cachets simildrabshown on the
Canadian cover.

¥igs Bestrien Jobopon,
Nealyn Mecsw,

Tadne, LY, Torke,
England.

feprge o KAng,
Forte Fontooie,
Wimttedon B 0L
LONDOH 5.9, 18
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Book details
By Laurence Kimpton

The following are details of Laurence’s new bodie tover of which is illustrated on page 1:

Airmails across the Middle East, 1918-193By Laurence Kimpton.

Published May 2015. 336 pages, colour throughout;, 460 illustrations. A4, laminated card covewe
binding. £45.00.

Order from: Laurence Kimpton, 20, Greytree Cresd@otridge, Solihull, B93 8SL
l.j.kimpton@macunlimited.net

Payment by £ cheque. No charge for postage (sextass) within UK for members of Imperial Airways
Study Group & members of British Air Mail Socieutside UK: please email for postage rates; payimgnt
£ Sterling cheque or by Paypal (no extra chargpdgment by Paypal from outside UK).

Contents

Political and Historical Background

An Air Route to the East, 1918

The First Flight from England to India, 1918-291

Plans for Imperial Air Routes, 1919-1920

The Attempted First Flight from Europe to Aub&rdy Poulet and Benoist, 1919

The England-Australia Air Race, 1919-1920

The Italian Air Force Flight from Rome to Toky920

Royal Air Force Air Mail Flights in the Middledst, 1919

The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Propssahd Preparations, 1920-1921

The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; the EB$&x Months, 1921-1922

The Operation of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mgdirvice, 1921-1922

The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Improvemts and Changes, 1922-1923

The Nairn Overland Mail Service

The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Compgtmith the Overland Mail, 1923-1926
The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-BaghdadMail Service; Great Britain and Ireland
The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-BaghdadMail Service; Europe, Canada and the USA
The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-BaghdadMail Service; Iraq

The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-BaghdadMail Service; Persia, Egypt and Othdiddle
Eastern Countries

19 Pioneer Flights across the Middle East, 19223193

20 Preparations for Imperial Airways Air Serviceltdia, 1924-1927

21 Imperial Airways Cairo-Basra Service, 1927-1929

22 Imperial Airways London-Karachi Service, 192809

23 Imperial Airship Services

24 The Development of KLM’s Air Service to the DhitEast Indies, 1924-1930

25 The French Airlines; CIDNA, AULO and Air Orient

26 The German Airlines; Junkers Luftverkehr Persied Deutsche Luft Hansa
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Runners and steam rail coaches in Nyasaland ~ a pssript
By Peter Wingent

Having written in this article that | had been uleato find any photographs of Nyasaland mail rusnafter
its completion | discovered two photographs on ititernet. Both are to be found on the Wikimedia
commons website at commons.wikimedia.org.wiki.[Miail_carriers.jpg and are shown below.

Unfortunately neither of the photographs are datedi clearly the male carriers are not wearing tharsred

and white uniform which adorns the model in the Mi@tenga museum. If any reader can suggest a date
these photos might have been taken | would bedstieig to know. | have given the captions accotethe
website to each photo and no further descriptigorévided, except that their source is “SocietyMaflawi,
Historical and Scientific.”

The photograph of the last female carriers is thly ceference | have come across that states #maalé
carriers were ever employed so, again, if any neeale tell us when females were first employedyal as
when they ceased to be, that would be good.

p—

Caption:The last female mail carrier service.

Given the size of the mail bags and rememberingttiey carried also a rifle, a lantern and perhapter,
one can only admire the fithess and stamina ofuheers. In addition, on the Blantyre — Zomba eathiey
completed the 42 miles journey overnight — remaedab



