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Editorial 
 
Welcome to another edition of the Gazette, now in its 22nd year! Yes, Stan Wheatcroft posted the first edition 
to the small group of seven members in September 1993.  We now number twenty three but unfortunately it is 
only a small core of seven or eight who contribute on a regular basis.  You may notice that I have written a 
large part of this edition and, whilst I am happy to do so, I will soon run out of topics and so, as always, I am 
asking/begging/pleading with you all to send me at least a small contribution for the December edition. 
 
On behalf of us all, I send congratulations to our member 
Laurence Kimpton who has just published his second book.  
The front cover is illustrated here and full details of the book 
may be found on page 33.  (I feel I should point out that it is not 
on the penultimate page due to any order of priority, but simply 
because I assemble the pages of the Gazette as material reaches 
me and Laurence’s book was not published until mid-May). 
 
Having complained in the first paragraph of a lack of material 
for the Gazette, a bonus of an additional 25 pages comes with 
this one!  Bill Legg kindly sent me his original copy, published 
by Imperial Airways, of a lecture entitled “British Commercial 
Air Routes,” given in 1933 by Lt.-Col. Burchall to the Royal 
Scottish Geographical Society.  You will find this in an 
additional folder on the disc titled “Burchall lecture.”  Being 25 
pages long, it would take up too large a proportion of the 
magazine but lengthy items like this can be easily added to the 
discs so don’t hesitate to send me such things. 
 
John Berridge sent me the news that the Croydon Airport 
Society has designed and produced a new website which some 
of you may wish to visit.  It has six main areas: The Airport, 
The Society, Visitor Centre, Press and Media, Membership and Contact Us. 
The address is www. croydonairportsociety.org.uk. 
 
John Crowe suggested to Neil Farley, owner/manager of the Imperial Airways museum, that he provide 
details of it for publication here.  They have already appeared in the “Air Mail News” and although it is likely 
that all of you are members of BAMS, just in case one or two of you are not, here are the main facts, which I 
quote verbatim from Neil Farley’s email: 

“Booking for this is now open and we have a calendar of dates that can be viewed - either by going to the 
www.imperial-airways.gb.com website which gives more information and links to all our related sites, and 
follow the ‘Collection’ links, or alternatively type in/click the more direct link: http://www.imperial-
airways.gb.com/booking-hall#!__the-collection. 

Entrance is via prior booking only with a contribution of £10 per head towards running costs and looking 
after the Collection. Unfortunately due to the size, layout, and nature of the Collection we do not allow 
children under 16 on the premises and if wheelchair access is required please get in touch and let us know. 
We open from 11am to around 6pm, and limit daily visitors so that you get the most out of your day. 

We would recommend a visiting time of around 2-3 hours with a return visit to take it all in. You may also 
want to spend extra time in the shop and looking around our aviation themed pub which you enter the 
Collection via.” 

In addition, food is available in the aviation-themed pub for those booking in advance. 
 
I wish you all a happy summer and indeed happy winter to those members in Australia and South Africa! 
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Runners and steam rail coaches in Nyasaland 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
I started to collect air mail covers in the early 1980s, since when I have always had a fondness for items to and 
from Nyasaland.  I had always assumed that in the 1930s mail from outlying towns and villages was sent to 
Blantyre or other stations on the railway line by either P.O. vans or lorries.  It is only very recently that I have 
discovered this was not entirely so and that in the southern part of the country it was carried by native runners. 
 
Another discovery I made only in the summer of 2013 is that steam rail coaches were employed to carry local 
mail and also air mail to Blantyre to be flown from there by RANA.  My source is a single report published in 
“The Nyasaland Times,” which I discovered during a visit to the British Library Newspaper & Periodicals 
Division at Colindale (this division was moved to the main library at Euston in September 2013). 
 
Purists may wonder why an aerophilatelist is writing about runners and steam rail coaches.  I hope that if not 
all of you, at least the majority will agree with my contention that all aspects, and not just the air part of the 
journey of a cover from its point of origin to its final destination are of importance and interest. 
 
For readers unfamiliar with Nyasaland air mails, I hope the following will provide an overview of how the 
colony was served during the 1930s. 
 
Following the opening of Imperial Airways’ service from Croydon to Cape Town in January 1932, mail was 
sent by train between Blantyre and Salisbury.  In March 1934, Rhodesian & Nyasaland Airways (RANA) 
commenced a feeder service between Blantyre and Salisbury and in August 1935, services between Blantyre 
and Beira and Salisbury and Beira.  A map of the rail connection which was used from January 1932 to March 
1934, is shown in fig. 1.  In 1935 the railway line was extended northwards from Blantyre to Salima. 
 

 

Figure 1 
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A note written by Gerald Simpson in the “Rhodesian Study Circle Journal” [1] states that there were two mail 
trains each week, departing Blantyre Sundays and Wednesdays at 06.00.  The Sunday train carried air mail 
items to Salisbury, arriving there Tuesday afternoons, to connect with I.A. northbound services on Fridays and 
southbound ones on Saturdays. (I.A. departure days changed when services were accelerated in 1933 & 1934). 
 
The runner services: 
 

Over the years I have read a number of detailed articles relating to the air mails of Nyasaland but none of them 
mentioned runner services.  It was not until recently, when I obtained a copy of Robin Hillman’s book [2] that 
I became aware that right into the 1930s, runners were employed extensively to carry mail in Nyasaland.  
Very naively, I have written up all my covers from outlying districts as having been “sent to Blantyre by 
road.” I was so surprised to learn of the runner services that at a meeting of the West Africa Study Circle I 
checked with Tony Plumbe, a member of this Gazette group and an expert in many aspects of Nyasaland 
postal history, and he confirmed the fact. 
 
Figure 2 shows part of a map 
from Robin Hillman’s book 
titled, “1934 Mail Route 
Organisation Chart (based on 
Postal Guide No. 13).”  In the 
key on the map the word 
“Carrier” is used instead of 
runner. 
 
A similar map, dated 1937, 
shows far less runner services in 
the north of the country but most 
of those in the Blantyre area 
were still operating. 
 
The map does not include a 
scale but very usefully Hillman 
provided a table of distances, 
given in miles, reproduced 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
             Figure 2 
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Blantyre - 42 5 31 43 26 72 18 To Fort Johnston 120, to Lilongwe 195. 
Zomba 42 - 39 73 67 60 114 30  
Limbe 5 39 - 36 38 21 76 15  
Chikwawa 31 73 36 - 74 57 52 49  
Mlanje 43 67 38 74 - 28 86 53 To Luchenza station 16 
Cholo 26 60 21 57 28 - 58 36  
Chiromo 72 114 76 52 86 58 - 90  
Chiradzulu 18 30 15 49 53 36 90 -  
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Some searching on the internet produced further information.  The University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign [3] has digitized a number of editions of the “Annual Report on the Social and Economic Progress 
of the People of Nyasaland,” including the years 1933 to 1936.  One of the chapters in each of these reports is 
entitled “Communication and Transport” and under a sub-heading “Postal,” I found the following: 
 

“Mails are forwarded by rail, motor-lorry, lake steamer and mail carrier.  The mail carrier services are 
maintained with the utmost regularity during all weathers, and the successful results speak well for this type 
of service considering the adverse conditions met with especially during the wet weather.  In many cases the 
carriers are armed with rifles as a protection from carnivorous animals.  An overnight service operating for 
six nights a week maintains communication between Blantyre, Limbe and Zomba, a distance of 42 miles.  Two 
relays of men are employed on the journey and leaving each end at 3.30 p.m. they deliver the mail at its 
destination at 8.0 a.m. the next day.” 
 
I was delighted to find this detailed information of a six days per week service giving departure and arrival 
times.  The paragraph is repeated word for word in the 1934 Report and is similar in that for 1935.  The 1936 
Report states that the mail carriers arrived at Blantyre and Zomba at 7.30 a.m., instead of 8.0 a.m. and that, “A 
new type of single-barrel shotgun has been issued to the carriers on several routes.  This replaces the old type 
of Martini-Henry rifle which has hitherto been their protection against wild animals.” 
 
The 1933 Report also provides the following information: 
 

“The main mail route is maintained by motor lorry between Limbe and Fort Jameson over a distance of 318 
miles via Lilongwe.  Between Lilongwe and Karonga the service is by mail carrier for a distance of 384 miles 
which is covered on a scheduled timetable occupying 14 days in one direction and 16 in the other.”  (Karonga 
is in the north of Nyasaland and so does not appear on the map in fig. 2). 
 
It is disappointing that the only timetable given in the Reports is that for the Zomba – Blantyre route but I 
think it very likely that the other runner services in the area were frequent. 
 
I discovered a description of the runners from the blog of “Kate and Sandy” [4] the following having been 
written by Sandy for “The Eye,” a local Malawi magazine: 
 
“The backbone of the postal structure was a system 
of runners who would carry mail bags great 
distances.  The job was a coveted one and mail 
runners were well paid, well respected, and trusted.  
Runners were selected from all different tribes and 
regions and often displayed astounding endurance 
and bravery.  Their red and white uniform consisted 
of long coats, knickers, and a fez, as well as 
standard issue Snider rifles and a lantern.  They 
preferred to be barefoot and often carried the mail 
bags on their heads or shoulders.  They continued to 
transport mail even as late as 1937, when the postal 
service introduced the use of bicycles. 
 
I have been unable to find a photograph of a 
Nyasaland runner but there is a model of one in the 
Mtenga-tenga postal museum (fig. 3).  The museum 
is described as follows on a Malawi travel website 
[5] and is shown in figs. 4 & 5: 
 

“Mtenga-tenga Museum was restored from an old 
postal rest hut and organized as a functional 
wayside museum to depict the development of early 
postal services in Malawi.  The hut is situated along 
the road midway between Blantyre and Zomba.  
Before 1941, mail services in Malawi were carried 
out from one point to another on foot.  The hut 
served as a rest hut as well as an exchange point for 
mail carriers operating between Zomba and Blantyre.”           Figure 3 
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Philip Briggs [6] provides some further detail: 
 

“The restored postal hut was built in 1927 with 
burnt bricks transported manually from 
Blantyre.  The name mtenga-tenga (‘carrier’) 
was first applied to the 169,000 Malawians 
who served as ammunitions and stores carriers 
in World War I, but in this context it refers to 
the runners who carried mail on foot in those 
days.  The museum charts the development of 
early postal services in Nyasaland and it also 
houses an impressive collection of stamps from 
the colonial and post-independence eras.” 
 
 
 
 

             Figure 4 
 
The cover shown in fig. 6 was flown from 
Dublin to Croydon by Irish Sea Airways, from 
where it departed at 12.35 on 11 Dec. 1936 via 
I.A. service AS404.  This service was delayed 
by bad weather at Mpika and arrived Salisbury 
on the morning of Sat. 19th. instead of at 16.35 
on Fri. 18th.  At this time RANA services were 
timetabled to depart Salisbury at 08.30 and to 
arrive Blantyre at 11.30 on Saturdays but the 
Blantyre backstamp, timed at 3.55 PM 
indicates the late arrival of the RANA aircraft.  
The runner service from Blantyre to Zomba 
was scheduled to leave Blantyre at 3.30 PM 
but although it left later, the Zomba backstamp 
is timed 7 AM: 30 minutes ahead of schedule!  

Figure 5 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Figure 6 
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Further examples of air mail covers carried by runners: 
 
Fig. 7: 
Cover datestamped Ntondwe 29 
Jan. 1938, it was sent 33 miles to 
Blantyre by runner, or perhaps by 
cyclist at this time.  It was then 
flown to Beira on the 30th by 
RANA to connect with I.A. 
service DN62 which arrived at 
Southampton on 5 Feb.  From 
there it was sent to New York by 
trans-Atlantic steamer.  It is 
franked at the 1/4d. per ½ oz. air 
mail rate to the U.S.A. 
 
 

Figure 7 
 
 
Fig. 8: 
Cover datestamped Fort Johnston, 2 Jan. 1937. 
It was sent 120 miles by runner to Blantyre 
from where it was flown to Salisbury on 6 Jan. 
by RANA to connect with I.A. service AN410 
which departed the same day.  It arrived at 
Alexandria on the 11th from where it departed 
the next day in the S23 flying boat Centaurus, 
operating the first experimental flying boat 
service to Southampton.  She arrived at 16.16 
on the 13th. 
 
Included in a table of postal services operating 
in 1922, S.S. Murray [7] shows a daily service 
between Fort Johnston and Zomba.  It is most 
likely that the frequency of the service 
remained daily in the 1930s. 
 
                  Figure 8 
 

 
Fig. 9: 
Cover datestamped Chikwawa, 
20 March 1936, it was sent 31 
miles by runner to Blantyre from 
where it was flown by RANA to 
Salisbury on the 21st (timetabled 
to depart 08.00 and arrive 11.00). 
It was then flown by I.A. service 
AN327 which departed Salisbury 
at 14.00 on the 21st and arrived 
Croydon 11.36 on the 29th. 
 
Both this cover and the one in fig. 
8 are franked at the 7d. per ½ oz. 
air mail rate to the U.K. which 
applied from 6 July 1935 to 28 
June 1937. 

Figure 9 
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The Sentinel steam rail coach services: 
 

As I mentioned in the second introductory paragraph, it was finding the 
report shown in fig. 10 which first made me aware that mail was carried on 
the railway not only by the twice-weekly mail trains but also by Sentinel 
steam rail coaches.  It comes from “The Nyasaland Times,” 23 Feb. 1934 
edition.  Unfortunately, it is the only report I found relating to these 
services. Apart from carrying local mail, the final sentence of the report 
states that, “In connection with the Blantyre – Salisbury air mail service, 
Blantyre will receive mails on Wednesdays from Luchenza (including 
Cholo and Mlanje), Port Herald, Chiromo, Konjeni Siding, Sandama and 
Mikalongwe.” 
 
Until reading the report I had never heard of Sentinel coaches, in fact my 
first reaction was to think that they were motor coaches!  Research on the 
internet revealed the following facts: 
 
Sentinel Wagon Works of Shrewsbury built their first steam railcar in 
1923.  This used coachwork constructed by Cammell Laird of Nottingham.  
After trials, the L.N.E.R. purchased eighty Sentinel steam railcars between 
1925 to 1932.  During the late 1920s and early 1930s, they were exported 
to many foreign and colonial countries and in 1933, Nyasaland received 
two Sentinel Cammell steam railcars.  I have been unable to locate a 
photograph of one of the Nyasaland railcars.  The nearest I could get are 
very poor quality ones of Sentinel railcars operating in Tanganyika, shown 
in figs. 11 and 12. 

            Figure 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Figure 12 
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Figure 13 

Fig. 13: Cover datestamped Lujeri, 26 August 1935, 10 AM, 
which was sent 28 miles by runner via Mlanje to Luchenza 
Station and then by steam railcar to Blantyre, arrived 27th 
(backstamp timed 3 PM).  It was flown to Salisbury by RANA 
on 28 Aug. to connect with I.A. service AN268, which departed 
28th and arrived Alexandria 2 Sept.  It was then flown to Karachi 
by Eastern service IE371, which dep. 3 Sept. and arrived Karachi 
5th.  It was then flown by Tata feeder service from Karachi to Madras on 6 & 7 Sept. and from there it was 
sent the next day by train to Colombo.  It is franked at the 1/2d. per ½ oz. air mail rate to Ceylon, which paid 
for carriage by air in India.  There was also a 1/- per ½ oz. rate from Nyasaland to Ceylon which paid for air 
conveyance only as far as Karachi. 
 
References: 
 

[1] Simpson, Gerald, Rhodesian Study Circle Journal, No. 110, June 1980, p.53. 
 

[2] Hillman, Robin, A Philatelic Handbook of Nyasaland, 1859 – 1964. Published by the author, undated. 
 

[3] Website: 
http://libsysdigi.library.illinois.edu/ilharvest/Africana/Books2011-05/469188/469188_1933/469188_1933_opt.pdf 

 

[4] Website: https://intomalawi.wordpress.com/tag/nyasaland/ 
 

[5] Website: http://www.visitmalawi.mw/index.php/component/k2/item/124-mtengatenga-museum 
 

[6] Briggs, Philip, Malawi, Bradt Travel Guides, 2013, p.210. 
 

[7] Murray, S.S., A Handbook of Nyasaland, published for the Government of Nyasaland by the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, 1922. p. 254. 

 
 
 
P.S. Very much as an afterthought I have added some photographs relating to this article on page 34. 
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An Imperial Airways’ business post card 
 

Material provided by Bill Legg 
 
Bill sent me this very attractive post card featuring on the picture side a view of the control tower and Imperial 
Airways’ hangars at Croydon.  I strongly suspect that the I.A. name on the hangar roof was applied to the 
photo negative by a graphic artist, but perhaps I am wrong. 
 
The message side is interesting and, I think, rather unusual.  Clearly it was a standard card I.A. used in 
attempts to attract further business.  It is unfortunate that the question mark which should be after the word 
“instructions” was omitted.  I wonder if the error was noticed after a box of 1,000 was delivered from the 
printer!  
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An Airwork Ltd. letter 
 

Material provided by Bill Legg 
 

Bill sent me the letter shown below from Airwork Ltd. to our well-known friend Mr. George King, together 
with its envelope shown on the next page.  In his letter to me Bill wrote that he finds rather amusing the fact 
that the air service timetable was adjusted to suit the state of the tides at Jersey. 
 
The P.S. tells us that in Feb. 1934 at least, when the letter was written, mail was not carried.  As this is a long 
way outside my area of knowledge, I wonder if mail was carried subsequently.  
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My understanding is that Airwork Ltd. managed and maintained Heston Airport and hence the machine 
cancellation on the envelope bears the Heston Airport name plus the cleverly designed “AW” logo each side 
of the word “Airport.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I happen to have a book which tells the whole story of services from the south of England to the Channel 
Islands from which I scanned the photograph below of Jersey Airways’ aircraft on the beach at St. Helier.  For 
those interested in the story, the book is “From Sea Eagle to Flamingo, Channel Islands Airlines 1923 - 1939.”  
The author is Neville Doyle and it was published in 1991 by The Self Publishing Association Ltd., price 
£14.95.  (However, I bought my copy for £2 at a book fair). 
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Use of Wilson Airways’ aircraft on I.A. African tru nk services 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
Whilst checking service details on the December 1935 Imperial Airways’ movement chart [1], I noticed two 
small pencil annotations reading “VPKBA” next to dotted lines running between Kisumu and Juba.  By 
adding a hyphen to these letters to become VP-KBA and referring to Bill Colley’s book [2] it became clear to 
me that a Wilson Airways DH84 Dragon was employed to operate duplicate services between Kisumu and 
Juba.  The relevant section of the chart is shown in fig. 1 with red arrows pointing to the “VPKBA” 
annotations showing that a Wilson Dragon was employed on services AN297, AS298 and AN298. 

 

Figure 1 
 
The duplication of aircraft on this section of the route was not new.  Unfortunately, “The Times” and “Lloyd’s 
Daily List” very rarely recorded details of a second aircraft and with the movement charts existing only from 
January 1934, knowledge of duplication prior to that is very scarce.  A notable exception is the duplicate 
aircraft employed on service AN52 when, in March 1932, the Argosy City of Coventry operated a duplicate 
flight from Kisumu to Khartoum, where the Argosy City of Arundel took over but force landed at Wadi Halfa.  
The event is described by Wingent in the “Air Mail News.” [3]. 
 
It is the inclusion of the statement in a “Lloyd’s Daily List” report relating to AN52 that the “City of Coventry 
carried the Central African mails, not the mails from Cape Town” which is of importance here.  Presumably, 
on all services where a second aircraft was employed from Kisumu northwards it carried only mail centered 
on Kisumu.  But surely a second aircraft was employed only because the aircraft arriving at Kisumu from the 
south did not have the capacity to carry the additional mail, freight and passengers to be embarked at Kisumu?  
If this was the case, then why did the second aircraft fly only as far as Juba?  It is hardly likely that enough of 
the load would have been taken off at Juba for the other aircraft to continue alone with the remainder.  Am I 
missing something?  If any reader can offer an explanation, I would be delighted. 
 
Whatever the reason for employment of a second aircraft, the charts show that from AS150 on 18 January 
1934, the Nairobi – Kisumu section was duplicated regularly in both directions until February 1935, after 
which it ceased until the November 1935 when the DH66 City of Jodhpur and a Wilson Airways Dragon were 
employed.  The first use of these two aircraft was the result of the crash of the AW XV Atalanta when taking 
off from Kisumu on 3 November 1935, whilst operating service AS287.  The part of the November 1935 
movement chart which graphically illustrates the events is shown in fig. 3.  The symbol “X” on the chart was 
the standard symbol used to indicate a crash and can be seen clearly at the end of the line representing 
Atalanta.  The key showing the meaning of other symbols employed on the charts is shown in fig. 2. 

 
 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
 
Another unusual feature at this time is the employment of AW XVs as far north as Juba.  Normally they 
operated between Cape Town and Kisumu and HP42s operated the Kisumu - Alexandria section.  However, 
the AW XV Andromeda, operating AN287, after arrival northbound at Nairobi, was needed to carry the 
southbound load from the crashed Atalanta and so the Nairobi – Juba section of AN287 was shared by a 
‘Wilson Dragon’ and the City of Jodhpur.  
 
A cover carried on AN287 is shown in fig. 4 but, of course, it is impossible to know in which of the two 
aircraft it was flown from Nairobi to Juba.  It was posted in Dar es Salaam on 2 Nov. 1935 and sent by train to 
Dodoma where it connected with service AN287 which departed there on the 3rd.  Another interesting aspect 
of this service is that the Mediterranean sector was flown by the Short Kent flying boat Sylvanus. She departed 
Alexandria at 06.45 on the 8th and should have reached Brindisi the same day but she was delayed at Athens 
by ‘aircraft trouble’ and did not depart until 04.50 the next morning.  She arrived at Brindisi at 08.25 and was 
immediately prepared for a return flight to Alexandria.  Whilst being refuelled, a fire started in her starboard 
wing which took hold and destroyed the aircraft, which sank [4].  Thus AN287 was the last flight of Sylvanus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
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The adjacent table provides a 
summary of all the Imperial 
Airways services on which the 
movement charts show a Wilson 
Airways aircraft was employed 
during the period November 1935 
to September 1936. 
 
 
The pencil annotation for AN313 
reads VT-ABA.  VT denotes an 
aircraft registered in India! I think it 
is likely that  the registration should 
read VP-KBA. 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 5 shows a cover posted in 
Kitale on 3 Jan. 1936 which was 
sent by road to Kisumu from where 
it was flown by AN305, which 
departed on the 6th.  The cover may 
well have been carried to Juba by 
the Wilson Dragon VP-KBA. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 
 
 
 
 

Service no. From/to Date Aircraft 

AS287 Kisumu - Nairobi 03 Nov. 1935 “Wilson Dragon” 
AN287 Nairobi - Juba 04 Nov. 1935 “Wilson Dragon” 
AN293 Kisumu - Juba 25 Nov. 1935 “Wilson Dragon” 
AN297 Kisumu - Juba 09 Dec. 1935 VP-KBA 
AS298 Juba - Kisumu 10 Dec. 1935 VP-KBA 
AN298 Kisumu - Juba 13 Dec. 1935 VP-KBA 
AN306 Kisumu - Juba 06 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA 
AS306 Juba - Kisumu 07 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA 
AN307 Kisumu - Juba 13 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA 
AS308 Juba - Kisumu 14 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA 
AN308 Kisumu - Juba 17 Jan. 1936 VP-KBA 
AN313 Kisumu - Juba 03 Feb. 1936 VT-ABA 
AS318 Juba - Kisumu 20 Feb. 1936 VP-KBA 
AN320 Kisumu - Juba 28 Feb. 1936 VP-KBA 
AN322 Kisumu - Juba 06 Mar. 1936 VP-KBG 
AN325 Kisumu - Juba 16 Mar. 1936 VP-KBA 
AS326 Juba - Kisumu 17 Mar. 1936 VP-KBA 
AN341 Kisumu - Juba 12 May 1936 VP-KBG 
AN375 Entebbe - Juba 07 Sept. 1936 VP-KBG 
AS375 Juba - Kisumu 08 Sept. 1936 VP-KBG 
AN377 Kisumu - Juba 14 Sept. 1936 “Wilson” 
AS377 Juba - Entebbe 15 Sept. 1936 “Wilson” 
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Figure 6 
 
The cover shown in fig. 6 was posted in Yala on 14 Jan. 1936 and was sent by train to Kisumu where it 
connected with service AN308, which departed on the 17th.  It is most likely that the cover was carried to 
Juba by the Wilson Airways Dragon VP-KBA.  The 1sh.-35c. postage paid for carriage by air in the U.S.A. 
 
A second Wilson Dragon (VP-KBG) is noted only four times on the movement charts. The section of the May 
1936 chart, shown in fig.7, is an example. It refers to service AN341 (blue arrows) and VP-KBG (red arrow) 
appears to have been called into service after the AW XV Andromeda had ‘undercarriage trouble’ at Kisumu.  
There was a scheduled overnight stop at Juba but, due to a ‘miscellaneous delay’, she remained there for three 
days before continuing to Khartoum.  It was very unusual for an AW XV to fly that far north but it was 
probably due to no other aircraft being available. 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 7 
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Fig. 8 shows the Wilson 
Airways DH84 Dragon I 
VP-KBA at an unknown 
location in East Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Figure 8 
 

 
Fig. 9 shows the Wilson 
Airways DH84 Dragon II VP-
KBG at Kisumu.  The AW XV 
Artemis and the HP42 Hadrian 
are also featured. 
 
Kisumu was the usual location 
for the change of aircraft; the 
AW XVs operating between 
there and Cape Town and the 
HP42s between Kisumu and 
Cairo.  The Wilson Airways 
Coast Service to Dar es Salaam 
also began at Kisumu. 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9 
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Postscript: 
 

Since completing this article, I spoke to Duncan Crewe who, I am sure, answered the question I posed in the 
third paragraph, asking why were services duplicated only as far north as Juba.  Duncan said it was because 
aircraft had difficulty taking off from Kisumu due to the high altitude, especially when heavily loaded.  Thus a 
lightening of the load only as far as Juba solved the take-off problem.  Thank you Duncan. 
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Imperial Airways cachet 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
I was lucky enough to be the only bidder on Ebay for the Imperial Airways cachet shown below.  At first I 
thought that the undated scrap had been cut from a newspaper flown on a special flight, possibly one of the 
trans-Atlantic crossings, but a little research has revealed this to not be the case. 

As I was meeting a friend in London, I took the opportunity to visit the Newsroom of the British Library and 
looked through microfilm of the “Daily Mail.”  It was easy to identify the edition through the red boxed “Paris 
Air Defence: New Plans” and below it, the heading “2 Specials for the Matron.”  Thus it transpired that the 
cachet was applied to the 29th May 1934 edition of the “Daily Mail” and my curiosity was satisfied. 

Having shown the cachet to Duncan Crewe he, as always, came up with an excellent reference as follows: 
 

Quite co-incidentally I was browsing through "All Weather Mac” by R.H. Macintosh this morning and on p99 
came across the following: 
 “I had some anxious moments on another W8 b and its Eagle VIII. I was over France heading for Le Bourget 
with the early morning newspaper service.” 
 The rest refers to a one engine landing at Le Bourget in poor visibility. It would seem to show though that 
certainly in the 1920s IA were operating a newspaper service. The last W8s were scrapped in February 1931. 
 
I emailed B.A. Archive asking if they had any information on the newspaper-carrying activities of Imperial 
Airways.  The following is a part of the reply: 
 

“Imperial Airways did carry newspapers from Croydon to Europe in the 1930s although Air Dispatch 
specialised in such work with very early morning flights to Paris and other cross-Channel destinations during 
this period.” 
 
I found in John Stroud’s book, “The Annals of British and Commonwealth Air Transport” that Air Dispatch 
Ltd. was formed on 9 July 1934 (six weeks after my newspaper was flown). It might well be that Air Dispatch 
took over newspaper-carrying from I.A. sometime after mid-1934, but that is only supposition on my part. 
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Post Office air mail bag labels 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
P.O. bag labels has not been the subject of an article in this magazine before, nor I think in the BAMS 
magazine, “Air Mail News.”  Yet they occasionally appear in dealers’ boxes and if offered at modest prices, I 
have been tempted to purchase them and I wonder if other readers have too. 
 
I recently found a brief article on the subject published in an edition of the “TPO and Seapost Journal” [1] 
from which much of the information which follows is taken.  Thanks and acknowledgement must be made to 
the author: Mr. Wolfram Buddenseig.  I hope it will make the study of these labels a little more interesting.   
 
Label colours: 
 

At the 1929 U.P.U. London Congress it was determined that the colour of labels attached to mail bags should 
be as follows: 
 

White - Letter mail. 
Red - Registered mail. 
Blue - Printed matter. 
Yellow - Parcel post. 
Green - Returned empty sacks. 
 
French inscriptions: 
 

At the 1878 U.P.U. Paris Congress it was agreed that French would be the language of the U.P.U.  Sometimes 
one of the following may be found written on a blank bag label: 
 

Recommandés - Registered letters. 
L.C. & A.O.  - Lettres, Cartes et Autres Objets = Letters, card and other articles. 
Colis Postaux - Parcel Post. 
Sacs Vides - Empty Sacks. 
 
Meaning of the letter ‘F’: 
 

The letter ‘F’ on a white bag label indicated that the bag contained the ‘Feuille d’Avis” or letter bill.  On a red 
bag label, ‘F’ meant ‘Feuille d’Envoi,’ or list of bags with letters with a declared value (i.e. valuable items 
that qualified for compensation if lost or stolen).  The letter bill, listing the total number of bags that should 
arrive at the receiving office, would be put into an envelope and then into the last bag to be made up.  The ‘F’ 
label would then be attached to the neck of the closed bag. 
 
Examples of ‘F’ letter mail bag labels are shown in figs. 1 and 2: 
 
 
All illustrations are from the writer’s 
collection unless stated otherwise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Figure 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   (All illustrations of labels are reduced size) 
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The Cairo label to the right has a faint purple 
“KISUMU F” handstamp and is from the Duncan 
Crewe collection. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Figure 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Disembarkation and Embarkation Codes: 
 

The Kisumu to Cairo label shown in fig. 2 has a printed ‘D 11’ code which is a disembarkation code.  Fig. 3 is 
an extract from a 3-page letter written by Capt. D.O. Lumley of the P.O. Services Dept., London, to the Head 
Postmaster at Southampton, dated 19 June 1937.  The subject of the letter was the handling of mails when the 
EAMS commenced in July 1937.  The extract provides the code numbers for Durban, Lourenco Marques and 
Beira.  In another letter, D 33 for Kisumu is mentioned.  However, I wonder why codes were needed because, 
in the case of Duncan’s label at least, a sorter could see D11 and think, “Ah, that means Cairo,” but right next 
to it the word CAIRO  is printed, surely rendering the code unnecessary! 
 
 

Figure 3 
 
Fig. 4 shows two further examples of labels with the Cairo D 11 code from Duncan’s collection, one from 
Nairobi and the other from Kampala. 
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    Figure 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mail bag labels were usually printed on 
thick card but two from The Sudan were 
printed on cloth.  They are shown in fig. 
5.  The one from Malakal is from the 
Duncan Crewe collection.  This also has 
manuscript D 11 code and is to Cairo. 
 

 
    
   Figure 5 
 

 
 
Finally, fig.6 shows a registered mail bag label 
from Beira to Alexandria.  Somewhat puzzling 
is the M 9 code.  One problem with all the bag 
labels is dating them.  The ones already 
illustrated have various clues which clearly 
date them as pre-war, e.g. the Kisumu – Cairo 
one has an IMPERIAL AIRWAYS handstamp and 
those from London to Aba and Port Said have 
a HUDSON’S PLACE handstamp.  The label from 
Beira with the M 9 code might possibly be a 
post-war item.  Can any reader shed any light 
on this please? 
            Figure 6 
 
 

Reference: 
[1]  Buddenseig, Wolfram, “F” Bag Labels from Railway and Sea Post Offices,”  T.P.O. and Seapost Journal, 

Spring 2005 (Vol. 59, no.287), pp27-28. 

The Malakal label has a “Sudan Air Mail / 
Malakal 5.X.39 datestamp on the reverse. 
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Imperial Airways’ menu 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 

This unusual item was sent to me by Duncan, together with the London – Paris I.A. Summer 1934 timetable.  
The latter shows there were up to six flights per day, except Sundays, but dinner would have been served only 
on the 18.30 departure from Croydon. 
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South Africa to Yugoslavia in June 1940 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
One of my principal interests is what happened to BOAC mail that was in transit in June 1940 when Italy 
entered WW2 and BOAC could no longer fly across the Mediterranean. This article adds to information on 
African repositioning flights that was recently published in Air Mail News1. 
 
A recently purchased airmail postcard is shown in Figure 1, postmarked in Johannesburg, South Africa at 
17.15 on 4th June 1940 and addressed to Zagreb in Yugoslavia. The intention would have been for it to be 
flown by BOAC to Athens where it would be offloaded and sent on, perhaps by surface or by Deutsche 
Lufthansa (DLH) to Belgrade and from there by surface to Zagreb. It is franked with 7½d, the air mail 
postcard rate to Europe. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: South Africa – Yugoslavia, 4th June – 10th July 1940 
 
It has an Egyptian censor mark, an ‘Athinai Poste Aerienne’ transit mark on 9th July, a Zagreb receiver 
(ЗАГРЕБ in the Cyrillic alphabet) on 10th July and ‘PBC’ in red pencil which Peter Wingent informs me 
stands for ‘Passed by Censor’. There was a thrice weekly service from Johannesburg to Lourenco Marques by 
Divisao Exploracao Transportes Aeraeos (DETA) until August 19402 to enable Johannesburg mail to connect 
with the BOAC service from Durban. Hence, it may have been flown to Lourenco Marques on 5th June to 
connect there with the last through BOAC service DN 276 that left Durban earlier that day. It was then taken 
off at Alexandria on 8th June to be dealt with by the Egyptian censors. 
 
Another possibility is that the ‘PBC’ mark applied by the censors in South Africa resulted in a delay which 
meant that the card was not flown to Lourenco Marques on 5th June to connect with DN 276 and was instead 
flown on DN 277 by Camilla which left Durban on 8th June with the service being terminated in Luxor on 
11th June3. Although there was then no scheduled service between Luxor and Egypt until the first Horseshoe 
flight, there were repositioning flights1. Castor flew from Alexandria to Luxor on 11th June and back to Cairo 
on 12th June3 and carried at least part of the DN 277 mail, possibly including this postcard.  
 
Evidence that at least some DN 277 mail was flown to Cairo on 12th June is a cover to Bombay (of which I 
have a scan) that was postmarked in Beira on 8th June 1940 and which has a Cairo transit at 2 pm on 12th 
June and a Bombay datestamp on 25th June. 
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A third possibility is that there was an even greater delay in South Africa and that the card was flown on DN 
278 which terminated in Kisumu on 13th June. Its mail eventually reached Cairo on the first Horseshoe 
service on 23rd June. That would still give it plenty of time to get to Athens by 9th July. The card was 
certainly not sent to Egypt by surface as the Red Sea was closed to allied shipping on 24th May and the first 
convoy did not arrive in Suez until 12th July. 
 
Let us now consider its onward journey from Cairo. There was a regular postal service from Cairo to Istanbul 
by rail & road to Aleppo, then on the Taurus Express to Haydarpasa across the Bosporus from Istanbul. The 
DLH air mail service from Istanbul to Sofia (with a connection to Belgrade) had been terminated in December 
1939 due to diplomatic problems between Turkey and Germany2 and so the card would have been sent by 
surface to Athens. According to the DLH January 1940 timetable4, there was a service from Athens to 
Belgrade via Sofia on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, leaving Athens at 7.30 am and arriving in Belgrade 
just after noon at 12.05. That would fit with the Athens postmark on Tuesday 9th July and the postcard being 
flown on the 10th. There would then be time for it to arrive in Zagreb by surface later that day. 
 
The following scenario is therefore proposed for the airmail postcard: 

 

1. Flown to Lourenco Marques on 5th June  and on to Alexandria on DN 276 on 5th – 8th June; or flown 
to Luxor on DN 277 on 8th – 11th June and then Luxor – Cairo on 12th June; or flown to Kisumu on 
DN 278, eventually reaching Cairo on the 1st Horseshoe service on 23rd June. 

2. Delayed in Egypt by the censors and then sent from Cairo by: (i) rail to Haifa, (ii) road to Tripoli 
(Lebanon), (iii) rail to Aleppo, (iv) Taurus Express to Haydarpasa and (v) ferry across the Bosporus to 
Istanbul.  

3. Istanbul to Athens by surface arriving on either 8th or 9th July. 
4. Athens to Belgrade by DLH via Salonica and Sofia on Wednesday 10th July. 
5. Belgrade to Zagreb by surface on 10th July. 

 
Hence rather a complex journey and about 5 weeks to get from South Africa to Athens instead of a few days if 
it had been posted a week earlier. Comments on, and corrections to, the above would be very welcome. 
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    Joint I.A. and Shell advertising cover 

         By Peter Wingent 
 
On page 25 of the Dec. 2014 Gazette an unusual 
cover with pre-printed joint Shell and I.A. 
advertising was illustrated.  It was the first of its 
type to have been seen by both Duncan Crewe, 
Stan Wheatcroft and myself.  Lo and behold, I 
spotted another on ebay, this one carried on the 
first flight from Cape Town. 
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Airmail by bus  
 

by Laurence Kimpton 
 
In the June 2006 Imperial Airways Gazette, I described some early Eastern Route covers. They included a 
cover from Edinburgh to Karachi apparently flown from Cairo to Basra in March 1927 (Figure 1, in colour, 
rather than in B&W as in 2006). The dates of its postmarks did not fit in with any known Imperial Airways 
flight, yet it clearly travelled across the Middle East to arrive at Karachi in the same time as the mail carried 
on the listed air services. I offered a not very convincing suggestion that it might have been flown on an extra 
flight. However, recent researches in the Royal Mail Archive have revealed the correct explanation.   
 

Figure 1.  7 March 1927. 
Registered cover addressed 
to Karachi posted at 
Edinburgh. Backstamped at 
London on 8 March. The 
next air service departed 
from Cairo on 23 March, so 
it was forwarded on the 
overland mail service, 
confirmed by its Karachi 
backstamp of 26 March 
(Backstamp for air service 
departing Cairo on 23 
March would have been 31 
March at the earliest).  
Rate: 10½d. (1½d. postage, 
6d. air mail fee, 3d. 
registration). 

 
From late 1923 senders of mail from Great Britain to Iraq had the choice of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail 
Service or the Nairn Haifa-Baghdad Overland Mail. Both services charged a fee of 3d. per ounce in addition 
to foreign postage of 2½d. per ounce. Dispatches were made from London for both services every week, but 
the service across the Middle East to Baghdad was weekly for the overland mail and fortnightly for the air 
mail. In ‘non-air mail weeks’ letters were held in Cairo for a week to await the next flight to Baghdad. If 
senders of mail were uncertain as to which weeks were 'air mail weeks' they would be inclined to choose the 
weekly overland service. As a result, the air service lost much custom. 
 
With the choice of two rival accelerated services available for mail to Iraq, some mail franked with a fee of 
3d. per ounce in addition to postage, was not clearly marked for one service or the other (for example, marked 
‘by air or overland’), either because the sender was confused or just wished to send it on whatever service 
would be quickest, leaving the decision for the post office. In June 1925 senders of mail complained to the 
GPO that letters marked ‘Overland’ had had an air mail label affixed by the Post Office and were delayed by a 
week for the next air mail service. The GPO denied responsibility for adding air mail labels, but made a partial 
attempt to resolve the issue; an internal GPO memorandum stated: “Letters for Iraq prepaid with the fee of 3d. 
per ounce are being posted marked for transmission by the Haifa-Baghdad Desert Motor Service and also 
bearing an Air Mail label. In the weeks when there is no dispatch of the Air Mail all such packets should be 
included in the Desert Motor Mail; in the weeks when the Air Mail is dispatched, they should be dispatched 
for transmission by the Air Mail.” 
 
However, letters clearly marked for the air mail service, posted in the weeks when there was no air mail 
dispatch were sent to Egypt, along with the overland mail, and continued to be held in Egypt until the air mail 
flight of the following week; the cover shown in Figure 2 is an example. So, in ‘non-air mail weeks’, the letter 
of the ‘confused sender’ or the letter of the sender labelling their envelope for both services would be 
delivered in Iraq a week before a letter clearly labelled ‘Air Mail’. Figure 3 shows a cover posted in Ireland in 
December 1926, on which the sender has written ‘By Overland/Air Mail’; at Port Said it was sent via the 
overland service rather than waiting a week for the next air mail flight. 
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Figure 2.  16 June 1929. Cover to Baghdad posted at Shrewsbury. Dispatched with the India Mail (which 
included mail for the overland service) from London on 17 June. It arrived in Cairo on 24 June and was held 
until 1 July for the next flight to Baghdad. Backstamped on 2 July at Baghdad Cantonment (Hinaidi). Rate: 
5½d. (2½d. postage, 3d. air mail fee). 
 
 
 
Figure 3.  15 December 1926. Cover 
to Baghdad posted at Dublin and 
cancelled with a late fee postmark. 
Manuscript superscription ‘By 
Overland & Air Mail.’ Dispatched 
with the India Mail (which included 
mail for the overland service) from 
London on 16 December. The next air 
service from Cairo was on 31 
December, so the cover was sent via 
the overland service, departing Haifa 
on 23 December and arriving at 
Baghdad on Christmas Day. This is 
confirmed by the backstamp of 25 
December at Baghdad Cantonment 
(Hinaidi). Rate: 6½d. (3d. postage, 3d. 
overland or air mail fee, ½d. late fee). 
 
 
 
 
It might have seen to have been good practice that letters marked for the air mail service and posted in ‘non-
air mail weeks’ should simply have been forwarded by the overland mail service after arrival at Port Said, in 
order to arrive at their destination as soon as possible. An internal GPO memorandum of 3 September 1926 
reveals that this was not done  for financial reasons, because the “conveyance of the Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail 
involves no outpayment, but conveyance of the Overland Mail costs the Post Office 8 gold francs per kilo.”  In 
the westbound direction, the Iraq Post Office appeared to be more flexible. Mail from Iraq and Persia, marked 
for the air mail service, was sometimes sent by the overland mail if that was the next available service; Figure 
4 shows a cover from Persia treated in this way. 
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Figure 4.  15 October 1925. Cover 
to Germany posted at Tehran. 
Cachets ‘Poste Aerienne / Bagdad-
Caire’ applied by the Persian Post 
Office at Tehran. Backstamped at 
Baghdad on 22 October. Although 
intended for the air mail service, the 
next dispatch was not until 29 
October. It was therefore sent via 
the overland service, confirmed by 
the Port Said backstamp of 28 
October. Franked at the air mail 
rate of 1 kran 15 chahis (15ch. 
postage, 1kr. air mail fee). The rate 
for the overland mail was 1 kran 9 
chahis (15ch. postage, 14ch. 
overland mail fee). 
 
 
 
 
On 1 January 1927 Imperial Airways took over the Cairo-Baghdad air mail service from the RAF and 
extended it to Basra. Mail for Karachi and north-west India was accepted for the service, continuing its 
journey from Basra by ships of the British India Steam Navigation Company. At first the service continued to 
operate fortnightly. With the new service, the practice in ‘non-air mail weeks’ to hold air mail in Egypt for a 
week came to an end. From January 1927 the procedure was to dispatch air mail posted in intermediate weeks 
on the Overland Mail service in bags labelled ‘Air Mail to be forwarded from Haifa by the Overland Motor 
Route’ (in other words, air mail by bus!). As the overland service terminated at Baghdad uncertainty remained 
as to what to do with the Basra mail, which included letters destined for southern Iraq, southern Persia and 
India. A letter, dated 21 January 1927 from the Controller of the London Postal Section to the Secretary of the 
GPO, expressed this uncertainty; a note added at the bottom of this letter in the Secretary’s office, states that 
mail for Basra in the intermediate weeks should be included in the dispatch for Baghdad (to be conveyed by 
the overland service). This mail would then be sent by rail from Baghdad to Basra and, if addressed to India, it 
could then connect with the steamer service to Karachi.  
 
My cover from Edinburgh addressed to India (Figure 1) was posted in a 'non-air mail week.' Its Karachi 
backstamp confirms its carriage on the overland service rather than having been delayed for a week in Egypt 
awaiting the next air service. 
 
Most of the mail from Great Britain flown on the Imperial Airways service from January 1927 to March 1929 
was destined for Iraq and would have been of a similar nature to that flown on the RAF service in preceding 
years. A relatively small amount of mail would have been destined for India because as far as mail for Karachi 
and the rest of north-west India was concerned, for the air mail fee of 6d, the saving of time was only two 
days over mail sent by surface.  Also, the high air mail fee for mail to India of 6d. (in addition to Imperial 
postage of 1½d.) was a disincentive; it was double that for Iraq and Persia, having been set in expectation of 
the air service being extended to India at an early date. In April 1927 the Imperial Airways Cairo-Basra 
became weekly and the sending of air mail by the overland service became unnecessary. Traffic on the air 
mail service expanded greatly at the expense of the overland service. 
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Unusual items seen 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
I noticed yet another I.A. station handstamp on a cover offered on ebay in April this year which sold for £28.  
This time it is the handstamp of the I.A. Beira office and is one of the few to contain a date. This philatelic 
cover was posted in Beira on 2 July 1938 and has the Manica Trading Company trade symbol printed on the 
flap, next to which the purple I.A. handstamp was applied.  In fact it was one of three very similar covers 
offered by the dealer but the other two did not have the I.A. handstamp, nor an air mail label. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interestingly, the cover is addressed to Capt. E.J. Finnegan.  On pages 4 and 5 
of the Dec. 2013 Gazette, Duncan Crewe provided a short biography of Capt. 
Finnegan and featured a cover addressed to him which had an I.A. Bahrein 
handstamp on the reverse.  

 
For those of you who wish to refer to other known handstamps, on page 24 of the Dec. 2014 Gazette I listed 
references to all the other I.A. station handstamps which have been featured in the Gazette over the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
Another item I saw on ebay back in 2014 is the 
lunch invitation (shown right) to a Southampton 
councillor on the day of the inauguration of the 
first stage of the E.A.M.S. (29 June 1937). 
 

Unfortunately I lost track of it so I am unable to 
report whether or not it sold and for how much.  
Perhaps one of you is now the proud owner? 
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Imperial Airways’ station handstamps ~ a listing 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
After including the Beira I.A. station handstamp on the previous page, it occurred to me that we have now 
identified quite a few of these relatively unusual items and that it might be a good idea to illustrate them 
together in one place; hence the table below. 
 
Until the first example was sent to me for inclusion in the June 2004 Gazette, I was unaware of their 
existence.  In the intervening years we have identified twelve examples but I strongly suspect that every I.A. 
station on both the African and Eastern routes had their own handstamp and thus there are many more to be 
discovered.  To spread the net to a wider audience, I intend to send the table below to John Symons in the 
hope that he will include it in the Q & A section of a future edition of the “Air Mail News,” asking if BAMS 
members have any other examples in their collections. 
 
 

 Details of cover to which handstamp is applied 

 

 
 
 
D/s. Mowbray, 26 Jan. 1932.  Cover on first flight to U.K., sent via 
Cape Town. 

 

 
 
 
 
D/s. Singapore, 30 Dec. 1933.  Cover to Cape Town on first return 
flight of extension to Singapore. 

 

 
 
D/s. Germiston, 26 Jan. 1932 (handstamp dated 1931 in error).  Cover 
on first flight to U.K. 

 

 
 
 
D/s. Broken Hill, 29 Jan. 1932. Cover to Mirabella on first flight to 
U.K.  Although posted at Broken Hill, the return address on the reverse 
is Johannesburg and it is believed the I.A. handstamp was applied there. 

 

 
D/s. Karachi, 13 Dec. 1933. Cover to Alor Star on first flight of 
extension to Singapore. A faint strike at bottom corner of cover. 
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 Details of cover to which handstamp is applied 

 

 
 
 
 
On cover to Lagos with no postal markings.  Manuscript “July 1936.” 

 

 
 
 
 
D/s. Khartoum 3 Aug. 1936. Cover sent by train to Port Sudan. 

 

 
 
 
On a post card with no postal markings. 

 

 
 
 
 
D/s. Lindi 1 July 1937.  Cover to U.K. on first day of E.A.M.S. 

 

 
 
D/s. London, 27 Nov. 1937.  Addressed to R.M.C. Dobbs, Imperial 
Airways, Hong Kong.  His signature over handstamp. 

 

 
 
 
D/s. Singapore, 2 March 1938.  Cover to I.A. pilot in Bahrein. 

  
 
D/s. Beira 2 July 1938.  Cover to I.A. pilot in U.K. 
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Tatty but scarce! 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
At first sight the roughly-opened cover shown in fig.1 is the sort of item one might find in a dealer’s junk box 
and pass over quickly.  However, I was lucky enough to obtain it very cheaply on Ebay, probably because 
others considered it to be junk, but it most definitely is not. 
 
It has a London F.S./air mail cancellation dated 27 February 1934 and backstamps of Blantyre and Limbe 
dated 9 March.  Thus it was flown from Croydon to Salisbury by I.A. service AS157, which carried mail 
addressed to Nyasaland which was flown by the first RANA service from Salisbury to Blantyre.  It is franked 
at the 9d. for first ½ oz. air mail rate from U.K. to Nyasaland. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Figure 1 

 
Writing in the “South African Philatelist,” [1] L.A. Wyndham stated that, “The first flight from Salisbury to 
Blantyre carried 131 letters from the U.K.  The first air mail from Blantyre was large, but the first load from 
Salisbury to Blantyre was small, due to the fact that administrations other than those of Nyasaland and 
Southern Rhodesia were unaware officially of the existence of the new service until after it had started.  Thus, 
those interested had to rely on news from private sources.”  
 
A.J. Hawken, writing in “The Society of Malawi Journal,” [2] adds 
some detail re the mail from the U.K.: “The mail received at Blantyre 
was two closed bags from London, gross weight 5lbs. 2oz, containing 
131 letters.  This mail was the ordinary weekly commercial despatch 
from England.”  Being in closed bags, the Salisbury Post Office did not 
open them and thus the U.K. mail did not receive the two cachets 
applied to other mail passing through Salisbury which was carried on 
the first flight.  The cachets are shown in fig. 2.               Figure 2 
 
The RANA service was timetabled to depart Salisbury at 06.30 on Friday, 9 March and to arrive at Blantyre at 
09.30.  Service AS157 departed Croydon to schedule on 28 Feb. and was due to arrive at Salisbury at 16.35 on 
Thursday, 8 Feb.  However, due to a weather delay at Wadi Halfa, the service only reached Broken Hill on the 
8th from where it departed at 05.45 on the morning of the 9th and arrived Salisbury at approx. 09.00.  Thus 
the RANA service was delayed.  It is interesting to note that the Blantyre backstamp is timed 3PM and the 
Limbe one at 4.30PM.  The report from the “Nyasaland Times,” shown on page 7 of this issue, referring to the 
Sentinel steam coach services, includes the statement that, “Mails for Limbe and local stations to the south 
are dispatched from Blantyre twice-daily.”  Thus the final 5 miles of the cover’s journey, from Blantyre to 
Limbe, was via a Sentinel steam rail coach.  How many of these U.K. commercial covers have survived? 
 
References: 
 

[1] Wyndham, L.A., Nyasaland – S. Rhodesia Air Mail Service, South African Philatelist, April 1934, p55. 
[2] Hawken, A.J., The Air Mail History of Nyasaland, The Society of Malawi Journal, Vol. 33, no. 2, July 

1980, p30. 
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Imperial Airways special covers, 1924 to 1939 
 

By John C.  Symons 
 
Imperial Airways (IA) was launched on 1st April 1924 following the incorporation of four other companies: British 
Marine Air Navigation, Daimler Airways, Handley Page Transport and Instone Air Lines. IA inherited a polyglot fleet 
of obsolete aircraft and a diverse network of European routes. Although this remained the focus of their operations for 
the early years, their primary aim was to develop an extensive passenger and mail service across the British Empire, 
implicit in the company’s title. The aim of this brief article is to outline the evolution of this network by means of the 
covers they produced for the first flights. 
 
 

Great Britain to India and Australia 1927 
 

By the end of 1926 IA was adequately equipped to begin expanding 
its operation across the Empire. On 6th January 1927 they took over 
the RAF’s Cairo to Baghdad service, extending it to Basra, where 
connection was made with a steamer service to Karachi. The first 
through flight from Croydon Airport to Karachi departed on 30th 
March 1929, celebrated with the special cover shown left. 
The route was progressively extended: 21 Dec. 29 to Delhi; 1 July 
to Calcutta; 23 Sept. 33 to Rangoon; 9 Dec. 33 to Singapore, and 
finally 8 Dec. 34 to Australia. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Britain to South Africa 1931 
 

IA inaugurated their service to Africa departing on 28 Feb. 31 from Croydon, initially to Mwanza, Tanganyika, and 
extending it to Cape Town, South Africa on 9 Dec 31. 
 
This was a survey flight, preparatory to the first official flight; special Springbok covers were produced. The first 
departure from Croydon was on 20 Jan. 32, arriving in Cape Town on 2 Feb. Again a special cover was issued in this 
case the Speedbird cover. 
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Great Britain to North America 1939 
 

Services across the North Atlantic commenced on 5 Aug 39, but were brought to an abrupt halt following the outbreak 
of WWII. The cover, above left, was rejected as no mention was made of Ireland, Newfoundland or Canada in favour 
of the alternative more specific but less attractive cover. 
In addition to these colourful covers, local postal authorities produced numerous cachets similar to that shown on the 
Canadian cover. 
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Book details 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
The following are details of Laurence’s new book, the cover of which is illustrated on page 1: 

 
Airmails  across the Middle East, 1918-1930 by Laurence Kimpton.  
Published May 2015. 336 pages, colour throughout, over 460 illustrations. A4, laminated card cover, sewn 
binding. £45.00. 
Order from: Laurence Kimpton, 20, Greytree Crescent, Dorridge, Solihull, B93 8SL 
l.j.kimpton@macunlimited.net  
Payment by £ cheque. No charge for postage (second class) within UK for members of Imperial Airways 
Study Group & members of British Air Mail Society. Outside UK: please email for postage rates; payment by 
£ Sterling cheque or by Paypal (no extra charge for payment by Paypal from outside UK). 
 

Contents 
 1 Political and Historical Background 
 2 An Air Route to the East, 1918 
 3 The First Flight from England to India, 1918-1919 
 4 Plans for Imperial Air Routes, 1919-1920 
 5 The Attempted First Flight from Europe to Australia by Poulet and Benoist, 1919 
 6 The England-Australia Air Race, 1919-1920 
 7 The Italian Air Force Flight from Rome to Tokyo, 1920 
 8 Royal Air Force Air Mail Flights in the Middle East, 1919 
 9 The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Proposals and Preparations, 1920-1921 
10 The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; the First Six Months, 1921-1922 
11 The Operation of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service, 1921-1922 
12 The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Improvements and Changes, 1922-1923 
13 The Nairn  Overland Mail Service 
14 The RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Competing with the Overland Mail,  1923-1926 
15 The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Great Britain  and Ireland 
16 The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Europe, Canada and the USA 
17 The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Iraq 
18 The Postal History of the RAF Cairo-Baghdad Air Mail Service; Persia, Egypt and Other Middle                                           
      Eastern Countries 
19 Pioneer Flights across the Middle East, 1922-1930 
20 Preparations for Imperial Airways Air Service to India, 1924-1927 
21 Imperial Airways Cairo-Basra Service, 1927-1929 
22 Imperial Airways London-Karachi Service, 1929-1930 
23 Imperial Airship Services 
24 The Development of KLM’s Air Service to the Dutch East Indies, 1924-1930 
25 The French Airlines; CIDNA, AULO and Air Orient 
26 The German Airlines; Junkers Luftverkehr Persien and Deutsche Luft Hansa 
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Runners and steam rail coaches in Nyasaland ~ a postscript 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

Having written in this article that I had been unable to find any photographs of Nyasaland mail runners, after 
its completion I discovered two photographs on the internet.  Both are to be found on the Wikimedia 
commons website at commons.wikimedia.org.wiki.File:Mail_carriers.jpg and are shown below. 
 
Unfortunately neither of the photographs are dated and clearly the male carriers are not wearing the smart red 
and white uniform which adorns the model in the Mtenga-tenga museum.  If any reader can suggest a date 
these photos might have been taken I would be interesting to know.  I have given the captions accorded on the 
website to each photo and no further description is provided, except that their source is “Society of Malawi, 
Historical and Scientific.” 
 
The photograph of the last female carriers is the only reference I have come across that states that female 
carriers were ever employed so, again, if any reader can tell us when females were first employed, as well as 
when they ceased to be, that would be good. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caption: Mail carriers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caption: The last female mail carrier service. 
 
 
Given the size of the mail bags and remembering that they carried also a rifle, a lantern and perhaps water, 
one can only admire the fitness and stamina of the runners.  In addition, on the Blantyre – Zomba route they 
completed the 42 miles journey overnight – remarkable! 


