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Front cover illustration

The photograph was taken by Imperial Airways’ieegr Mr. A.C. Blay, B.E.M. and was kindly
provided by his grandson: Mr. Bryan Blay. It sl Short Calcutta flying boat taking off,
possibly at Alexandria. (See related article ogea12 to 18).
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Editorial

Welcome to another edition of the I.A. Gazetteis Mvith much sadness that | inform you of the Hextone
of our most enthusiastic members: Bryan Dudley-$tadohn Symons has written the obituary at thé ddo
the page.

On a brighter note, | offer a very warm welcomatoew member John Wilson, who is a friend | havenkm

for many years. His main interest is in West Adraand he has spent the last six years researahiggeat
depth the wartime trans-Atlantic services of P.AMery generously, he has allowed the results ®iurk to

be downloaded to the West Africa Study Circle wibgwww.wasc.org.uk) and you do not have to be a
member to view it . For those interested in thisazof aerophilately, | guarantee you will be andalag the
vast amount of information John has collated arplagmed in great detail and clarity. John has dbated a
uniqgue and most interesting Gold Coast item toitisige of the Gazette — a flying start to his masiug!

Many of the past issues of the Gazette containestlynarticles related to the I.A. Eastern servisest is
without apology that this issue has a strong mastds the African services. This came about loydaat
rather than by design. | put contributions inte thazette format as they reach me. Sometime arthend
middle of February none had arrived so | thoughad better write something myself! This resultedhe
first article in this edition on service AN11. Th&tan and Duncan sent me items on IE617 and tests;0
after which Duncan sent me a large amount of natestiich he had been given by Alan Slater, a mermber
Duncan’s local stamp society. Alan had just becamberested in aerophilately and had met Bryan Blay
whose grandfather was an |.A. engineer. Bryan geiséy gave Alan and Duncan copies of his granéfath
notes and log books. This has resulted in a majocle which greatly increases our knowledge & th
running of African services AS1, AN1 and AN2. Wi ducky indeed to have been given access to this
primary source material.

Many of you will have read John Symons plea fortdbations in the Editorial of the May edition oAlr

Mail News.” He said that his cupboard is bare smds mine! | beg for contributions in every edabof the
Gazette and must do so again. | will simply poiut that | have written 21 of the 38 pages of &dgion but
| do not have enough material to do this every tifgease help me!

Finally, | heartily thank Stan Wheatcroft, Duncare®@e, John Wilson, John Berridge, John Symons ahd E
Wolf for their contributions to this edition.

Bryan Dudley Stamp 1929 — 2014

Bryan Dudley Stamp died on 12th March 2014. He o
of our Cornish members, resident in Bude at Ebbiryf
Manor. Bryan had a myriad of interests includin
aerophilately, collecting material relating to Impé
Airways and the Empire Air Mail Scheme. He conttédul
on a number of occasions to the Gazette.

But it is probably for his interest in local hisgahat he will
be best remembered, having jointly published a remab
books on the subject. In particular he was keaniglved in
the restoration of the Bude Canal, and a onetinrgtde of
the Bude Canal and Harbour Society.

gryan Dudley Bzamp with [ha Cuke o1 Clowcsas bar on
fhe sxoason of ke cperets of Bve Buge Canal Re-
gereation Przjes: 276 Manch 2020,

Courtesy: Belly Meome and BCEHE
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Imperial Airways’ service no. AN11
By Peter Wingent

The story of I.A. service no. AN11 contains so mamgresting and unusual aspects that | feel feist to
begin with their summary:

» It was the first service to a new summer timetaihech reduced the transit time from 9 to 7 days.

» The Athens ~ Croydon section was changed from AttierParis by train, then by air to Croydon, to
Athens — Corfu — Naples — Genoa by air, Naplesasl&by train, then Basle — Paris — Croydon by
air.

» Until this service, the Mwanza to Khartoum secti@ad been operated by only two Calcutta flying
boats:City of KhartoumandCity of Salonica Due to a number of breakdowns, services hacdf
delays, some very severe. An additional Calcth&City of Athensshown on the Nile at Kareima in
fig. 1, was taken off the Mediterranean section pliaded on the Mwanza — Khartoum section. AN11
was her first northbound service.

» At Alexandria, the African mail was put aboard &alidin packet ship which carried it to Naples.

» From Naples it was flown to Marseilles by the Ainéht Saigon — Marseilles service and from there
was flown to Croydon by an Air Union service.

| must now point out that the Corf
Naples and Croydon entries for AN1{
given in my “Aircraft Movements,
African Route” book are incorrect, as i
the note under AN12 which states tha
“From Alexandria, this service also
carried mail from the delayed service
AN11.” This note should be crosse
through. | apologise, but in m
defense, | obtained all the informatio
used for this article long after the boa
was published way back in 1991.
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So the story of AN11 begins at Mwanza when the SBGafcutta,City of Athensleparted on time to the new
summer schedule on Tuesday, 19 May 1931. “Lloyd& & Shipping Gazette” [1] records she flew to
Kisumu on the morning of the 19th and departedi@diewing morning, reaching Juba at 17.00. Sheugho
have departed there at 05.00 on Thursday, 21stheubroke down (details unknown).

Most unusually, AW Argosyity of Birminghampperating service AS12, continued from Khartounjuba

on the 23rd and then took over the AN11 servigendl back to Khartoum on the 24th, by which time JAN
was 3 days late. (Th@ity of Athensoperated the AS12 service, departing Juba 25thaadng Mwanza
26th after an overnight stop at Port Bell). Ingogubly, theCity of Birminghamdid not leave Khartoum until
the 26th, rendering the service now 4 days latee @rived Cairo at 10.30 on 27 May, from wherertiz!
was sent the same day by train to Alexandria, angw timetabled to take 3 hours, 20 minutes. The
breakdown was first reported by the G.P.O., Lonidathe P.O. Dalily List of 30 May [2], shown in fig.

Saturday, May 30, 1931.

POST OFFICE DAILY LIST.

Published bp Anthoritp of K : T AL Postmaster Eeneral.
FORTHCOMING I}l"bl’z'-‘fl CHES OF OVERSEAS MAILS,

Notices appearing for the frsc tl_ma or in an amended form are marked o

AIR MAILS.

v+ Homeward British East Africa Air Mails.
Tha Homesward British East Africe Adr Mails which leit Mwanga on the 19th May, have been delayed by breakdown
ghould arrive in London on Tuesday nexk.

6632,

Figure 2
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From May to October 1931, the African and Indianviees were timetabled to arrive simultaneously at
Alexandria on Saturdays and the combined mail padefor the U.K. on Sundays. Mail from AN11 agd/
Alexandria on Wednesday, 27th whilst Indian ser\isd.12 arrived to schedule on Saturday the 30the T
Alexandria P.O. must have deemed it more expedeeftrward the AN11 mail, already 4 days late, by a
Italian packet ship rather than to wait anotheeetuays for the Indian mail to arrive.

A useful summary of the passage of AN11 from Alek#&nonwards is provided in fig.3, being a lettd} [
from D.O. Lumley of the G.P.O. to Dennis Handovetnoperial Airways, proposing to pay |.A. for caage

of the mails only from Mwanza to Cairo. The stad@bthat, It would appear that the mails failed connexion
with your seaplane at Alexandriapuzzled me when | first read it but then | realigbat the seaplane in
guestion is theSatyrus which left Alexandria on the 24th carrying theilhwd Indian service IW111. The
AN11 mail should also have been aboard but as IW&44 running to schedule, and it would have been
known at Alexandria that on the morning of the 2#th AN11 service was only about to leave Juba, the
decision was taken not to delay IW111. Hence, whBA1 reached Alexandria on the 28th, there was no
aircraft available for the Mediterranean crossing.

;-' I’L/[ J

GENERAL POST OFFICE, LONDOH, E.C.1.

/. July, 1931.
Regd., No. 89038/31.

i e R

Relerring to my letter of the 23rd ultimo
concerning the East African Mails which reached thilas
parvice wia the Zalpon-Merseilles route, you may be
interestad to see the enclossd copy of a translation
of & letter which has been received from the Italian
Poat OfTice. It would appear that the mails failed
connaxion with your seaplans at Alexanirla and were
forwarded by Itallan packet to Haples, whers the
Italiens put them on the French asroplane. Subject
to your agreement, we propose that we should settle
the claim from Italy and deduct an egquivalent amount
froo our payments to you.

Yours sincerely,

7

1 . {i"'r hﬁf}}{fm,{ﬂ

y

D. H. Handover, EBgd.

Figure 3
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A translation of the letter from the Italian Podti€® [4] referred to in Lumley’s letter is reprocked below:

“‘Rome, 22 June 1931
On the 31st May last the Office of Naples recethedollowing air mails:

Juba for Paris gr. 1,200
Juba for London gr. 1,020
Khartoum for Paris gr. 60
Khartoum for London gr. 260
Wadi Halfa for London gr. 60
Malakal for London gr. 380
Kisumu for London gr. 23,230
Kampala for London gr. 7,900
Mwanza for London gr. 7,400

Total gr. 41,510

As the mails were forwarded immediately to Maresilby the Naples — Marseilles Air Line of the Cogmia
Air Orient, | beg to ask you to refund to me thstaaf air transmission involved thereby, which antsuo
1.936.46.”

There is a pencil note in brackets on the letteveding the cost in lirdy(say £11/10/-)".

During a recent visit to the Guildhall
Library, | discovered that the only
Italian ship recorded in “Lloyd’s List

& Shipping Gazette” to arrive at

Naples on 31 May from Alexandria
was the Lloyd Triestino Line ship
Ausonia. Therefore she must have
. been the ‘ltalian packet’ referred to
| in the correspondence which carried
the AN11 mail. Her voyage record
card [5] states she sailed from
Alexandria on 28 May. She is shown
in fig. 4.

On the morning after the arrival of tReisonia(1st June) a CAMS 53, operating the Air Orienviger from
Saigon, called at Naples and the mail from AN11 plased on board. Nils Ramm-Ericson [6] recoras th
the Beyrouth — Castelrosso - Athens — Corfu — Napl®arseilles section of the service was operated
CAMS 53 flying boats. One of these aircraft iswhan fig.5.

In a letter from the Ministére des Postes, Palfisdated 20 June 1931 to the G.P.O., London, itnepsrted
that the African mail which arrived at Marseillaa the Air Orient service at 11.30 on 1st June feasarded
from Marignane airport the same day by a MarseileBaris — London service which departed at 12.00,
arrived Paris at 16.20 and London at 19.00. Ikhimis might well have been an Air Union servicé bam
not entirely sure. This letter als
requested payment from the British Po
Office for the carriage of the AN11 mai
from Marseilles to London by a French air
service.

t Figure 5

The following extract is quoted from &
draft letter [8] from the G.P.O., London, tg
the P.M.G., Nairobi, dated October 193
but with a manuscript);Not sent.” From

it we learn that the ltalian and French P.Q
claims for reimbursement were met a
that I.LA. were not paid for the Alexandrig
to London section of service AN11.

et
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“With reference to your letter enclosing the \iail account for the quarter ended 30th Juneml @rected
by the Postmaster General to say that credit forttr@insmission only as far as Egypt would appeah&ve
been allowed for the air mails for London and Athéespatched from Kisumu and Kampala on the 20th Ma
last. The two mails for London appear to be amthage which were conveyed from Naples to London by
Italian [sic] and French air services. Payment for this convegamas been made by this Administration to
the French and Italian Administrations, and the ammpbhas been deducted from the sum due to Imperial
Airways for transmission over the entire route frllmumu and Kampala to London.

The mails now in question reached London orl#telune, having received air transmission frorsuldiu
to Cairo and from Naples to London.”

Three examples of mail carried on service AN11ski@vn in figs. 6, 7 & 8, none of which have bachkygta.

Fig. 6 is a cover datestamped KampaaIE,
20 May 1931 which was picked up
Port Bell by theCity of Athenghe same
morning. It is franked at the 60 cents
per ¥ o0z. air mail rate to the UK
which applied until 30 June 1931.

nghlad et
Figure 6

Mra Hirshs

Lermy,

Bromborough,

Oheshirs,

| ! tﬂ,t'%td-b«, : Figure 7

Fig. 7 is a cover datestamped Juba, 16 May 193thaas carried by th€ity of Birminghamfrom Juba to
Cairo. The 30 mils. franking = 10 mils. per 20 gordinary postage + 20 mils. per 15 grm. air med. f
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e

Fig. 8 is a cover datestamped Khartou]:,
22 May 1931 which was carried by th
City of Birminghamto Cairo. The e
franking is the same as that on the Juba § 885 BL L
cover. ¢

Service AN11, carrying the three covers,

arrived at Croydon on Monday, 1 Juneg, I
having been due there on Tuesday, R6 sesas”
May. Thus the first service to a new

summer timetable, which was to redu
the transit time between Mwanza ar
Croydon from 9 to 7 days, arrived 6 day

e

d
<Figure 8

late.

The itinerary of service AN11 is shown below. dobks very different from the one given in my “Afaic
Movements” book and | apologise to those of you whwe covers conveyed by this service and will now
perhaps need to rewrite your sheets. | hope ydwagiee that the new information which | have disered

in the intervening twenty three years since my baygfzeared, provides an interesting and unusual. stor

FLIGHT NO. AN 11

Mwanza dep. ? 19 May City of Athens

Kisumu arr. am. 19 May City of Athens

Kisumu dep. ? 20 May City of Athens

Juba arr. 16.15 20 May City of Athens

Juba dep. ? 24 May City of Birmingham 3 days la
Khartoum  arr. ? 24 May City of Birmingham 3 ddste
Khartoum  dep. ? 26 May City of Birmingham 4 sldgte
Wadi Halfa arr. ? 26 May City of Birmingham 4dys late
Wadi Halfa dep. ? 27 May City of Birmingham dyd late
Cairo arr. 10.30 27 May City of Birmingham 4 dagt=el
Cairo dep. ? 27 May Train 4 days late
Alexandria  arr. ? 27 May Train 4 days late
Alexandria  dep. ? 28 May Ausonia 4 days late
Naples arr. ? 31 May Ausonia -
Naples dep. ? 01 June Air Orient Cams 53 -
Marseilles arr. 11.30 01 June Air Orient Cams 53 -
Marseilles dep. 12.00 01 June Air Union ‘plane -

Paris arr. 16.20 01 June Air Union ‘plane -
Croydon arr.  19.00 01 June Air Union ‘plane 6 days

(Number of days late on Naples — Paris sectiorgivain because I.A. service not normally routed tiy).

References:

[1] Lloyd’s List & Shipping Gazett€0 & 21 May, 1931. Guildhall Library, London.
[2] Post 43/76.Post Office Daily List30 May 1931. British Postal Museum & Archive, Lond
[3] Post 33/3303East Africa direct airmail service. IntroductioBritish Postal Museum & Archive, London.

[4] Ibid.

[5] Voyage record card for the steandersonia held at the Guildhall Library, London.
[6] Ramm-Ericson, NilsAirmails of Siam, Part 3p.172. Published by the author, 2nd edition, 2003
[7] Post 33/3303East Africa direct airmail service. IntroductioBritish Postal Museum & Archive, London.

[8] Ibid.
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Imperial Airways’ service IE617
By Bryan Stokoe

The Short S.23 flying boafoolangatta(G-AFBK) left Southampton on the 9th January 188&over the
section of the route to Brisbane as far as Karatigre it arrived one day late. Apparently it endeved very
bad weather over the Adriatic and sheltered atCanfriving at Athens late and failed to make ug time
before Karachi. The mail was unloaded there antstesred to the Armstrong Whitworth Atalanta VT-AEG
Aurora which belonged to the Indian Trans Continentalwalys who bought the aircraft from Imperial
Airways in 1934. This Company was responsibletfiercarriage of mail for Imperial Airways acrosdimas
far as Calcutta. The route from Karachi went vidhjur to Delhi to Cawnpore to Allahabad and finaty
Calcutta. However on the way to Delhi, low clouddneavy ground mist prevented the aircraft frondiag.
About thirty miles north-west of Delhi th&urora attempted to land at Rohtak District and in lagdiadly
damaged the undercarriage and was unable to centinDelhi. The mail and the passengers were thken
car to Delhi and transferred to another aircraft fioee onward journey. In Peter Wingent's “Aircraft
Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern Route, Vodur®”, Arethusa(another Armstrong Whitworth
AW15, which was the originatalantaand was purchased by I.T.C.A. in July 1933 andmadArethusa is
shown as arriving in Singapore on 17th January sbassumed that it was this aircraft which toekrothe
mail and passengers at Delhi and managed to astillegnly one day late to hand on the mail etcahother
airline, this time Qantas.

Louis WoLFF & Co. LTD.
FiNE ART DEALERS AND PUBLISHERS
244 ToTTENHAM COURT ROAD

LonDoN, W.1

\

BY AIR MAIL

Messrs. Oswald Sealy {D%nraaas‘"i Lbte,
263, Clarence Street, |

{ ,

-EDIIEY ¥ II; S .w ™ 1 ! ;

Australia,

Sandford lists this “Interupted Flight” as 38011fddn his write-up quotes from Lloyd’'s Weekly Cakya
Reports of 11th February 1938 and ends up stafiag'to mail is known in collectors hands. The mail
arrived in Brisbane on 21st January on board th&@@¥elbourneand would have been quickly put into the
postal system. The cover above is postmarked LgrétbnJanuary 1938 and was backstamped in Sydney on
the 22nd.

Editor's note | have looked at the I.A. aircraft movement ¢Har January 1938 which shows that, as Bryan
surmised, theArethusatook over the service froraurora. She left Delhi two days late on the 16th but by
making only one night stop at Rangoon, insteadhefstcheduled two at Calcutta and Bangkok, sheeal @
Singapore only one day late. Interestingly, tharchlso shows th&rethusatook off from Delhi at 04.25 on
the 16th but then returned and took off again &%®4 The reason for the return is, unfortunatedt,given.
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Some unusual test covers
By Duncan Crewe

| have recently acquired a number of Imperial Ay&& est covers amongst which were the three ddtaile
below:

Service diverted via Malta during the Greek rebellon March 1935 (Fig. 1):

The cover left Croydon on 6 March on bo&tdratius, operating AS 220. It was railed from Paris to Brén
where it arrived on 8 March and was forwarded Satyrus. Because of the uncertainty caused by the
situation in Greece, the aircraft was diverted Malta where it made an overnight stop on 8 Marth. |
continued to Alexandria next day from whdt@nnibal flew the cover to Wadi Halfa on 10 March. The
reverse of the cover has a dated arrival cachhpérial Airways Wadi Halfa as shown in Fig 2Edjtor's
note: this is the first time an example of the I.A. Wadklfa cachet has been recorded in this magazine.
Without doubt it is a very scarce mark].

o NE
BY AIR MAIL

TBAR AMVIDMN

Temporary Diversion
of route via Malta,

and Ben ai
B, 5, 55

B, J. BRAMD, EBq.,

¢/o Imperial Airways Litd.,
WADI HALFA,

Sudan.,

Figure 1

10 MARREC® _

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS I
Wadi Haifa

Figure 2

Test letter to Colombo by the special Tata Christms flight December 1936 (Fig. 3):

The second cover was sent as a test letter onpias Tata Sons Christmas extension to Colombthef
Karachi - Madras servicd he cover left Croydoron 16 December on boatderaclesoperating IE 506.
Unfortunately Satyrus on the Mediterranean sector addnno encountered further weather delays en route
to Karachi so the mail arrived there a day lat@®mecember after the Tata flight had already leftwever

the Indian airline made a special flight from Ceylo Madras on and back on Christmas Eve to pickhap
delayed mail and fly it on to Colombo. The coveraiged a Colombo arrival cancel on 24 December.
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TEST ILETTER

V2

BY AIR MAIL

FAR AYIOMN

Measrs, Thos.Cook & Son,Ltd.,
Lleyds Building,
Prince Strest,
Colomba,
CEYLON.

Figure 3

First service flight by an Empire flying boat between Brindisi and Alexandria (Fig. 4):

The third test letter was flown on the first seevilight by a C Class flying boat between Brindisid
Alexandria. This was AS 392. The cover left CroyadonboardHeracleson 30 October. Having been railed
from Paris to Brindisi it was flown on from thex@Alexandria on 2 November iyanopusthe first time that

a C Class flying boat had operated a commercigiceto Egypt. The endorsement on the cover shbatsitt
was expected that this sector would have been flowt November but the movement chart shows theat th
flight departed late for unspecified reasons. Ténec received an Alexandria back stamp on 2 Novembe

\¢

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AWVION

First Air Mails from
United Kingdom carried by
'C' class f‘l;;lr_i‘ng-haa‘tn
FPER R.M.A. "CANOPUS"
Brindisi-Alexandria.
1st November, 1936.

K.G« Solomon, Bag.,
¢/o Imperial Airways, Ltd.,

ALEXANDRIA.

EGYPT.

Figure 4
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Two |.A. services delayed by malaria!
By Peter Wingent

Whilst browsing through various books looking foffdrmation relating to I.A. services in 1931, | cam
across a very interesting quotation in a book bpdroBIluffield [1]. | was surprised that | had sgsl it
before because it provides reasons, unrecordedtatse, for delays to two more services in 1931.

The quotation is from the diary of Major HerbertBackley who was Imperial Airways’ Air Superinteard
and is taken from an entry dated 24 July 1931.s Was after a long period when the East Africanices
had suffered delays regularly. It reads as foltows

“Only this morning when we thought everything wasng well again, there comes a signal stating that
Lumsden, the pilot of the southbound service, loag gick at Malakal and the service is held up; |Egfield,

on the northbound service has an engine seizedhatt&um. Another pilot went sick at Kampala lastek —
the usual trouble out here, malaria ..... These fesdcken countries are most trying and in spiteabfthe
medical care and precaution there seems to be noomé once a wretched mosquito has bitten onenor a
animal for that matter. The tribes from Malakalutfowvard are chock-full of malaria and disease and
abortion and infant mortality is high. If only theould exterminate the mosquito — but that seemss$sible
where stagnant water lies in such huge areas ss¢cheaSud.”

Brackley mentions three services which experienuedblems but | can identify only two which suffered
delay. These are AN19 (“pilot went sick at Kamplalst week”), and AS21 (Lumsden sick at Malakdlhe
third service (Egglesfield engine seized at Khartpmust have been AN20 which arrived at Khartoum on
the 23rd, operated by the Calcu@#ty of Salonica However, the Argosgity of Wellingtondeparted to
schedule on the 24th so the engine seizure must dyaplied to the€ity of Salonica Certainly from known
aircraft movements she did not depart again frorarkdum until she operated AS22 on 30 July.

Since writing my LLA. Africa Movements book [2] 991, | have obtained far more complete data fer th
aircraft movements on services. That for AN19sidadiows:

FLIGHT NO. AN19

Mwanza dep. - 14 July C.Athens

Kisumu arr. - 14 July C.Athens

Kisumu dep. - 15 July C.Athens

PortBell —arr. 15.45 15July C.Athens

Port Bell dep. 08.55 16 July C.Athens 1 day late
Malakal dep. 05.15 17 July C.Athens 1 day late

Cairo arr. 18.15 18 July C.Glasg.
Alexandria dep. 05.55 19 July Sylvanus
Corfu arr. 18.15 19 July Sylvanus
Corfu dep. 06.00 20 July Sylvanus
Genoa arr. 15.00 20 July Sylvanus
Basle dep. 08.30 21 July Achilles
Paris arr. - 21 July Achilles
Paris dep. 11.40 21 July C. Liverpool

Croydon arr. 14.01 21 July C.Liverpool

The movements show clearly the delay at Port Bedliting the arrival of a relief pilot. It is unfumate that |
was unable to find any returns for places betweatakél and Cairo but that section was flown in thays,
instead of the scheduled three and thus the CiGladgow arrived at Cairo only 2 hours, 35 minidés.

Also of interest is that it was the first northbduservice to be operated by both the Short KSytanusand
the Avro TerAchilles

A cover carried on AN19 is shown in fig. 1. It wagsted at Kampala on 15 July, the datestamp isdtiat
10AM. Had the service left Port Bell at its schiedutime of 09.30 on Wed., 15th, the cover wouldeha
missed it. It is franked 65 cents, which is the feom K.U.T. to the U.K. introduced on 1 July 198vhen it
was increased from 60 cents per %2 0z.
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A cover flown by service AS21 is shown ii
fig. 2 and the backstamps in fig. 3. It wg
posted at Croydon on 17 July 1931. ASZ
was the service on which Capt. Lumsde
was taken ill with malaria at Malakal
causing a delay of three days. The delay]i
noted in my book but | am now able t
provide the far more complete itinerar
shown below. After arrival at Kisumu, the
cover was sent by train to Nairobi. It i
franked at the 7d. per %2 oz air mail rate
K.U.T.

Apart from the delay, the returns in
“Lloyd’s List” have revealed that the Avro
Ten Achilles was employed on the Paris -

Basle section of the service for the first Figure 1

time.

Figure 2

- _5;7‘(;_ (:.’Z't'ff-'—;-f .;_;.r
» :

\ Figu_re 3

-

FLIGHT NO. AS21

Croydon  dep. 08.30 18 July C.Coventry
Paris arr. 10.23 18 July C.Coventry
Paris dep. - 18 July Achilles
Basle arr. 13.35 18 July Achilles
Genoa dep. 06.45 19 July C.Alex.
Corfu arr. 15.30 19 July C.Alex.
Corfu dep. 05.00 20 July Scipio
Alexandria arr. 16.20 20 July Scipio
Cairo dep. 07.40 21 July C.Well.

Wadi Halfa arr. - 21 July C.Well.
Wadi Halfa dep. 05.15 22 July C.Well.

References:

[1] Bluffield, Robert.Imperial Airways — the birth
of the British airline industry, 1914-1940.
Pub. lan Allen, 2009, p.105.

[2] Wingent, PeterMovements of Aircraft on
Imperial Airways’ African Route, 1931-1939.
Pub. by author, 1991.

3 days late
3 days late
2 days late

C.Athens 2 days late

Khartoum arr. - 22 July C.Well.

Khartoum dep. 04.55 23 July C.Athens

Malakal arr. - 23 July C.Athens

Malakal dep. 06.00 26 July C.Athens

Juba arr. 10.15 26 July C.Athens

Juba dep. 11.15 26 July C.Athens

Kisumu arr. - 26 July

Kisumu dep. - 27 July C.Athens 2 days late
Mwanza arr. - 27 July C.Athens 2 days late
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First services to East Africa, March 1931
(Accounts from the notes of Flight Engineer A.CagIB.E.M.)

By Peter Wingent

We have been very fortunate to have been giversadmg the grandson of Flight Engineer A.C. Blayi®
grandfather’s notes and log book pages relatingnfmerial Airways’ first southbound and first andcead
northbound services to East Africa (AS1, AN1 & ANZJhis came about via a fellow member, Alan Slater
of Duncan Crewe’s local stamp society. On beh&lf® all, | express thanks to Mr. Bryan Blay fos hi
generous gesture in making available his grandfatimecords and granting us permission to publisnt
His very detailed accounts provide us with far mafermation than was known hitherto.

Mr. A.C. Blay (seen in flying gear in fig. 1) wa®rn in Woolston,
Southampton, on 2 March 1898 and at the age oéesixhe started
work as an apprentice at the Supermarine Aviatiamkd/at Woolston.
After two years service in the Royal Navy (1918 92Q), he was
employed by a variety of companies until, in Febyua924, he
obtained a post as engineer with the British Mawation Co. at
Woolston. Two months later the company was inc@feal into
Imperial Airways when the latter was formed. Onrealy later he
became a Flight Engineer and was employed on a euoflservices,
which included regular flights on the SouthamptorGuernsey route.
In 1929 he was posted to Alexandria where he sead-light
Engineer on the Short Calcuttas operating I.A. Mgthnean services.

In 1933 he became Station Engineer at Brindisi hHes remained
until 1935. In November that year he obtained sitfmm in charge of
Calcuttas at Air Service Training Ltd. at Hamble August 1938 he
left Air Service Training, having completed a corsien course for =
Imperial Airways pilots, and rejoined I.A. as arspector, stationed at ¢ ,5'.
Hythe. In January 1939 he transferred to the Harbbdnch of I.A. as
a joint Inspector. (I have no further biographidetails).

Mr. Blay’'s notes are headetRough Notes on first African Air Mail Flight frorAlexandria to Mwanza. G-
AASJ.” The originals flow through six pages but | slaffroduce them in sections in order to add comments
and observations relating to each of the flights.

G-AASJ (City of Khartoum) positioning flight

“It was on March 1st, 1931, that we started fronexdndria, but on that day we only went as far as@;a
matter of 1% hours flying. At Cairo we took on satores and some of the Ground Engineers who e we
to drop at the various stations on the way dowrhil&®\ve were still in the air a message came thiofrgm
“V.H.” [the Calcutta ‘City of AthensJon her way to Athens wishing us success for thpeand happy
landings; we replied wishing the resurrected “V.Ha"long life and gave our position as 25 miles SoW.
Mum{[l presume ‘Mum’ refers to the home base at Cairo]

Next morning (March 2nd), at 7.30 a.m., we tookf@ffAswan and during the flight passed over Luxith
its huge ruined temples, and also the Valley okimgs where the tomb of Tut-Ank-Amen was found.

We arrived at Aswan at about 12.30 p.m. and fillpdwith petrol and oil leaving again at 3.0 p.m: Yadi
Halfa, just on the border of the Sudan. This fliglas all over desert, sandy, but with huge blaalcanic
rocks sticking out all over the place. These blaudks looked just as if they had been burned byetrific
heat of the sun. We landed at Wadi Halfa at also8® p.m. tired out. After filling up with petrahd oil and
doing a few jobs on the engines we spent the oiglat Nile river boat moored to the side of the atne

Nest morning (March 3rd) we left at 9 a.m. boundight for Khartoum. On this flight, which lasteearly
five hours, we only saw the river once, when wesgd at about half way on the journey. The rived aur
course ran as follows:-
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Kareima, where we crossed thg
river, | will mention later on, as a
time was to come when | wa
never more pleased to see a pla
than | was to see that collectio
of native huts ............

unexplored country where not &
thing seems to live; only the su
burns down day after day unti
the very ground seems to be
burnt to a cinder. If we had hag
a forced landing here, a
experience which later on | onl

could have been picked up, even
if we were ever found. But on this trip nothingaward happened and we arrived at Khartoum at Jp30.
Khartoum was the real starting place of the flybwat section; Cairo to Khartoum being traversedmaly
by land machines — Argosies, and Khartoum to Mwédayzthe Calcutta flying boats.”

Fig. 2 shows the Short Calcutta flying bd@ity of Khartoum. Perhaps Mr. Blay is one of the engineers
inspecting the engine mountings!

I.A. service AS1, Khartoum to Mwanza

“We remained at Khartoum for four days until thegdsy brought the first mail through from Cairo. eSh
was, by the way, a day latd@.he Athens — Alexandria section was scheduledetdldwn in one day but the
‘City of Athens’ made an overnight stop at MirabgllThe time in Khartoum was spent doing a full routine
on the engines and getting the machine ready fernist stage; and how hot it was! 115 degreeseén t
shade. Om March 8th we left at 5.30 a.m. boundKfsti. This flight was over a huge plain stretehas far

as the eye could see covered with scattered trfestsimted growth, which in time gave place to nats fwith

a few native villages consisting of straw huts.efEhwere also large herds of goats and large quiastiof
water fowl in the swamps and pools. It was hesaw my first crocodile — it dived into the wateremhit
heard the machine.

We landed for petrol at Kosti at 7.20 a.m. and toffkagain at 8.15. After flying for an hour wensthree
large hippopotami, but nothing else of much interé&/e landed at Malakal at 11 a.m. for petrol asidand

also for a spot of lunch. 1 think this was withextception the hottest place | have ever beerThre heat of
the ground came right up through my boots.

We left Malakal at 1 p.m. and flew over a huge gtesvered plain which was burning fiercely in pls.c€n

this plain we saw giraffe and some buck. Laterwancame to the Sudd district and saw many animals
crashing through the reeds of the great swamp shatches as far as one can see. For about twoshea
flew over this deadly place, which is full of madaretc., and came down low to see more clearlyhippos
and crocs. We could then smell the rotting vegmiatand we wondered what would happen if we were
forced down ......... Of one thing | am certain — weakhpever have got off again.

At last we came once again to open forest and flstvabove the trees. Here we saw elephants,fggaf
ostrich and many other kinds of game; also nakeatv@s with long spears.

Eventually we landed at Juba after the most intergglight that | have ever experienced. We lahde5.10
p.m. and after filling up and doing the usual roat we went ashore and were soon asleep in a round
thatched roof hut. On the next day (March 9th)lefeat 6 a.m. for Port Bell, but had only beentlie air
about 20 minutes when an oil pipe broke and wethagturn. We repaired the pipe and left agairBats
a.m., flying over a well wooded plain. Later wesged over thick jungle into which it was imposstbleee.
Over this jungle there was a swarm of locusts; tlveye so thick that it looked as if a sheet of cleater was
flowing over the tree tops.
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We landed at Port Bell at 2.5 p.m. and had out fjlsnpse of Lake Victoria. The lake is 4,00@fove sea
level, which of course made it bad for our take offfter filling up with petrol we left Post Belt 4 p.m.,
crossed the line at 5 p.m. and landed at Kisumb.4® p.m. It was here that Mr. Cross fell into thater,
which was supposed to be teeming with crocodilevelheless we got him out none the worse for his
wetting.”

Figure 3 shows the ‘City of Khartoum’ on Lake Vidtat Port Bell. The photo is from “The East &&mn
Standard,” Saturday, 21 March 1931 edition. Cayrtef Duncan Crewe.

The first air mail to Tganda, ** The City of Khavtoonm,

Figure 3

“Next morning (March 10th) at 7 a.m. we left for Emza on the southern shore of Lake Victoria. We
intended to return at once so that we could getkbtac Kisumu about lunch time and so have a whole
afternoon on the engines, but after landing at Mz@ahfound it necessary to change a cylinder onafrtbe
engines and we did not take off again until 3.48.p.

[ M—
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’ M. Johin 8§, Daviap

LUl
C/o Btandard Bank of Bouth Afriea,ltd
WWANZA., Tanganyika.

Figure 4 — a cover flown on the first service frimartoum to Mwanza: the section flown by Mr. Blay.
It is backstamped Mwanza, 10 March.
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With only the aircraft movements recorded in “Than&s” newspaper as a source of information, the
movements of service AS1 given in my book [1] amdiona total of six entries. Since it was publhe
discovered a far more complete record of movemaetge published in “Lloyd’s List & Shipping Gazef{g
from which | was able to increase the number ofiento twenty. Now, with the help of Mr. Blay' stes, an
even more complete record can be constructed WBign#ies which is given below:

FLIGHT NO. AS 1

Croydon dep. 08.46 28 Feb. C.Cov.

Lympne arr. 09.30 28 Feb. C.Cov.

Lympne  dep. 10.35 28 Feb. C.Cov.

Paris arr. 12.07 28 Feb. C.Cov.

Athens dep. 06.00 04 Mar. C.Athens

Mirabella arr. 09.10 04 Mar. C.Athens

Mirabella dep. 04.30 05 Mar. C.Athens 1 day late
Alexandria arr. - 05 Mar. C.Athens 1 day late
Cairo dep. 06.12 06 Mar. C.Well. 1 day late
Wadi Halfa arr. 14.05 06 Mar. C.Well. 1 day late
Wadi Halfa dep. 06.10 07 Mar. C.Well. 1 day late
Khartoum arr. - 07 Mar. C.Well. 1 day late
Khartoum dep. 05.30 08 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Kosti arr. 07.20 08 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Kosti dep. 08.15 08 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Malakal arr. 11.00 08 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Malakal dep. 13.00 08 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Juba arr. 17.00 08 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Juba dep. 06.00 09 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Juba arr. - 09 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late (ne#arwith broken oil pipe)
Juba dep. 09.45 09 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
PortBell arr. 14.05 09 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Port Bell dep. 16.00 09 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Kisumu arr. 17.40 09 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Kisumu dep. 07.00 10 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late
Mwanza  arr. - 10 Mar. C.Khart. 1 day late

I.A. service AN1, Mwanza to Khartoum

As Mr. Blay recorded above, the service took adihirMwanza at 15.40 on Tuesday 10th, this beingu8go
40 minutes late as it was scheduled to depart.@Dafat day.

“The weather in these parts was the worst we hgueegnced — violent thunderstorms with large black
clouds and heavy rain. Everything was very gresich a change from the sun-baked country we had bee
experiencing up till now. We landed at Kisumu atré.

On the following day (March 11th) we left Kisumwemore bound north. We took off at 9.40 and after
uneventful flight landed for petrol at Port Bell &1.25. We left again at 12.20 p.m., and owing &irong
headwind found that we could not make Juba direavs came down at Butiaba on Lake Albert at 2.5,p.m
and after filling up we took off at 2.50 p.m., lamgifor the night at Juba at 6 p.m. Next morniig(ch
12th) the wind was still strong and against usafter leaving Juba at 6 a.m., we found we shoukkha
take petrol at a small place called Shambe on thehern edge of the Sudd district. We landed thé@&5
a.m. and had to wait for nearly three quarters ofteur before the petrol came out to us. In the ntigee,
naked natives with huge spears peered at us thrtheghushes. There are no white men there at\dlé got
away at last at 9.15 a.m. and flew once again dherSudd to Malakal where we landed at 12.5 p.i2.20
p.m. after a nasty side wind take off in the narroxer we tried to make Khartoum in one hop butdeéay at
Shambe and the head wind beat us and we foundvhathould not be there until after dark. It wasrth
decided that the night should be spent at Kostere/hve landed at 5.40 p.m. After a night spergpifey or
trying to sleep in the open, but being kept awakéhb continual beating of tom-toms away somewinettee
bush, we took off for the last stage on Friday, IB& at 6.10 a.m., arriving safely at Khartoum8a40 a.m.
Here | spent the next few days in handing the nmacbver to Mr. Bedford, the North African DivisiBlight
Engineer. From now on until | arrived at Cairo b&/to be a passenger.”
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Figure 5 is a second photo of the ‘City of Khartquthis time at Kisumu, published in “The East A#in
Standard,” Saturday, 21 March 1931 edition. Ceyrtf Duncan Crewe.

EAST AFRICA’S FIRST AIR MAIL.

THE EAST AFRICAN STANDARD.

SATUEDAY, MARCH 21, 1931

The Tmporial Airways Bhorf ** Caleutta ' Flying hoat, ©

Cily of Khartoum," wh ch brought e fivst air mail and inangursted the first London-Fast Africa
Tmperial Airways flight, mooved in the Kavirondo Gulf, Kisuwmu. moro ¢ Atma Ram, Kisumu.
Figure &

Similar to AS1, the aircraft movements recordedniynbook for AN1 were even less: just five! A fapra
complete record is given below:

FLIGHT NO. AN 1

Mwanza
Kisumu
Kisumu
Port Bell
Port Bell
Butiaba
Butiaba
Juba
Juba
Shambe
Shambe
Malakal
Malakal
Kosti

Kosti
Khartoum
Khartoum
Wadi Halfa
Wadi Halfa
Cairo
Alexandria
Athens
Paris
Croydon

dep.

arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.

dep.

arr.

dep.

arr.

dep.

arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.

15.40
18.00
09.40
11.25
12.20
14.05
14.50
18.00
06.00
08.05

09.15
12.05
14.10

17.40
06.10
08.40

15.20
06.15
12.00
10.42
12.41

10 Matr.

10 Mar.
11 Mar.
11 Mar.
11 Mar.
11 Mar.
11 Mar.
11 Mar.

12 Mar.
12 Mar.
12 Mar.

12 Mar.
12 Mar.
12 Mar.
13 Mar.
13 Matr.
13 Mar.
13 Mar.
14 Mar.
14 Mar.
15 Mar.
15 Mar.
19 Mar.
19 Mar.

C.Khart.

C.Khart.
C.Khart.

THE ARRIVAL IN LONDON OF THE FIRST CENTRAL AFRICA AIR MAIL

C.Khart. fF -

C.Khart.
C.Khart.
C.Khart.
C.Khart.

C.Khart.

C.Khart

C.Khartf}

C.Khart.
C.Khart.
C.Khart.
C.Khart.
C.Khart.
C.Well.

'- £ 37’ v v, n'

fein gpatvisl ot Cropden. iricnie an ey Ml 18 ey L wh ol A6 mike, W
I swen: i wark

C.Well.

kel 7 Feampala ok il

C.Well.
C.Well.

Figure 6 — press photo of arrival of AN1 mail atogdon
(Courtesy of Duncan Crewe)

C.Athens
C.Athens
C.Liverpool
C.Liverpool



Imperial Airways Gazette June2Q&sue 45)

l.LA. service AN2, Khartoum to Cairo
Continuing now with Mr. Blay’s notes recording flight as a passenger on AN2:

“It was arranged that | should travel on the ArgoSyEBLO that left Khartoum northbound on the 2@ihdl
very glad | was to step into the cabin and setted in a comfortable seat. We left the ground.a6@a.m.
and started out over the desert. We were right the worst part, all rough volcanic rocks withausmooth
patch anywhere for miles, when the flight enginssene down to me and told me that the oil pressutae
starboard engine had gone back to zero. He didseetn to worry but calmly said that he thoughtashe
gauge that was faulty as it had been doing the stmimg on the downward trip. | told him that he wiab
damn well soon know, and the words were hardlyobuhy mouth when the starboard engine stoppedavith
jerk. The pilot sent down a message that nobody tewalrink any water. We only had about five gadlo
aboard and there were eight of us all told, cougtthe crew. If we should have to land that fivéoye
would have to last us for weeks. Luckily we wera laeight of about 6000 ft., but on the two engioely we
were gradually losing height, sometimes 500 ftadime in a bump; also our speed dropped to abdut 6
m.p.h., which with the head wind meant a grouneédpg about 35 m.p.h. We flew in this manner fmua
one and a half hours, gradually losing what heigle had and in the end just managed to scrape into
Kareima at 11.5 a.m.

The other southbound Argosy was there and we badhtto “beat it” to Khartoum and return to us asoso
as they could to take on our load. He started g #ok off while we sat in the sand, and, smokingpipes,
wondered what would happen.

| discovered that the crank shaft had broken oneghgine, which meant that a new engine would haveet
sent down. In the evening a telegram arrived gayiimat the southbound Argosy had damaged her
undercarriage on landing at Khartoum. We spentrfght on a disused river boat that had once bessdu
by Lord Kitchener, and in the morning another mgssarrived saying that the other Calcutta wouldiaegrto
take us on at 9 a.m. This was “T.Z.”, and she baty the day before arrived at Khartoum from Mwanza
They sent her straight up to us the next day and/ere with her as far as Wadi Halfa, starting atd.én. and
arriving at 1.50 p.m. At Wadi Halfa a D.H. “Heras” from the Indian route was waiting for us; shadh
been sent down from Cairo. We transferred the laad ourselves to her and took off at 3.45 p.mAfmwan
arriving after a very nice flight at 6.15 p.m.

Next morning at 5.35 a.m. we took off and made\&suit for petrol, landing there at 8.35 a.m. Warevin
the air again at 9.13 a.m. and finally reached @a#nd the end of the adventure at 12.13 p.m. |e&h
away exactly three weeks.”

Once again, Mr. Blay’'s notes and “Lloyd’s List &iBping Gazette” provide a far more complete itimgraf
the service than previously known. It is givendvel

FLIGHT NO. AN 2

Mwanza  dep. - 17 Mar. C.Salon.
Kisumu arr. - 17 Mar. C.Salon.
Kisumu dep. - 18 Mar. C.Salon.
Juba arr. 17.15 18 Mar. C.Salon.
Juba dep. 05.50 19 Mar. C.Salon.

Khartoum arr. - 19 Mar. C.Salon.

Khartoum dep. 07.35 20 Mar. C.Birm.

Kareima arr. 11.05 20 Mar. C.Birm. 1 day late
Kareima dep. 10.10 21 Mar. C.Salon. 1 day late
Wadi Halfa arr. 13.50 21 Mar. C.Salon. 1 day late
Wadi Halfa dep. 15.45 21 Mar. C.Karachi

Aswan arr. 18.15 21 Mar. C.Karachi

Aswan dep. 05.35 22 Mar. C.Karachi 1 day late
Assuit arr. 08.35 22 Mar. C.Karachi 1 day late
Assuit dep. 09.13 22 Mar. C.Karachi 1 day late
Cairo arr. 12.13 22 Mar. C.Karachi 1 day late
Alexandria dep. 05.30 23 Mar. C.Athens 1 day late
Athens arr. 09.45 23 Mar. C.Athens 1 day late
Croydon  arr. - 26 Mar. ?
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There are a number of interesting aspects relatngervice AN2, the first being that both myself, [3
Neirinck [4] and Sanford [5] have recorded thatréhevas a crash between Juba and Khartoum. Sanford
guotes from “Crash Covers — an Aerophilatelic Ghrade,” by Joe Eisendrath, saying that the incident
occurred on 18 March (although that day the aitamaly flew from Kisumu to Juba) and covers arewnaon

a water-soaked condition. In his later book [6hf®ed states that the aircraft involved was gy of
Khartoumbut all records show that it was t@&y of Saloniceaoperating that section of AN2. In the absence
of primary source evidence of a crash or delayretiiropinion doubts there was a serious incidedttha
water-soaked covers are probably explained by @bagy dropped in the water during transfer frofauach

to the Calcutta, or vice-versa.

The second interesting aspect is the fact thatittiekshatft in the starboard engine of @ity of Birmingham
broke after the aircraft left Khartoum and it oflgt managed to reach Kareima. The delay causgdhan
employment of a Calcutta and DH66 as relief aitcagfd further interest to an incident which, to best of
my knowledge, has never before been recorded.isimdtes, Mr. Blay refers only to a DH66 comingnfro
Cairo. Fortunately, in the “Machine” column of hegy book for the 21 and 22 March entries he gives
registration G-AARY and thus we are able to idgntife aircraft as being th@ity of Karachi Pages from
Mr. Blay’s log book are shown in fig. 9.

Finally, service AN2 was the first to carry a paggsy. The extract in fig. 7 is taken from “The dglane”
magazine [7] and a similar report appeared in “Thees” newspaper of 27 March 1931. A cover sent by
train from Nairobi to Kisumu and then flown by AN shown in fig. 8. The inscriptioffFirst Passenger
Flight” was probably added retrospectively. The Y2d. Gt@mnp is cancelled Sutton Coldfield, 27 March.

On Mar., 26 the second air-mail from Central Afriea,
which left Khartum on Mar. 18, arrived at Crovdon, and
with it arrived the first passenger to make a journey hyv this
service from Uganda to London. The passenger was Dr.
H. H. Hunter. senior unofficial member of the Legislative
Assembly of Usanda., who has come to London as a member
of the Commission on the Closer Union of Eenva, Ugands,
and Tanganyika. He completed the journey in eight days, a
saving of twelve davs over the normal journey.

Dr, Hunter regarded as the chief hardship of the journey
the inability to get good meals in Afriea. The rest-house
and restaurant svstem has still to be put into working
grder. Meals on the journev consisted almost entirely of
sandwiches and Dr, Hunter related how a telegram sent
from Juba to Malakal, asking for lunch to be prepared, was
handed unopened by the Greek attendant to the pilot of
the flving-boat when it arrived at Malakal,

Figure 7

| BY AIR MAIL

. pAR AVION

Figure 8
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Figure 9

| must, once again, express our thanks to Bryag flasharing his grandfather’s records with usam sure

all the members will be as excited as | was whdinst read the documents The meticulous detail has

provided us with a superb record of three very irtgrag Imperial Airways’ flights.

References

[1] Wingent, Peter Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ African Reul931-39. Pub. by author, 1991.
[2] Lloyd’s List & Shipping GazetteVarious editions held at the Guildhall Librabgpndon.
[3] Wingent, Peter Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ African Reul931-39. Pub. by author, 1991.
[4] Neirinck, Henri. Courrier Recupere — Recovered Mail, Vol. 1, 1911®36. Reference 310318.

[5] Sanford, Kendall.A. Crash covers without cachetgticle in “Air Mail News,” no. 128, Jan.-Mar. &6.

[6] Sanford, Kendal. Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and Predecesdirlines, Stuart Rossiter Fund,
2003, p. 42.

[7] The Aeroplane magazing April 1931 edition, p. 573.



June 2014 (Issue 45) Imperial Aire/&azette

Tale of a test letter.
By John Wilson

Imperial Airways regularly sent test letters byigas routes to assess performance and speed ifeseput
no-one could have expected a letter from LondoAdcra in Gold Coast in 1935 to take such a roundabo
route. The cover (figs. 1 and 2) was despatchen fimperial Airways’ offices at Wilton Road, Hudsan’
Place, London on the 23rd of May 1935 and addressddold Coast “via Niamey” and endorséfegie
Francaise.” Fortunately for me as a collector, the coverieara profusion of transit marks and even more
fortunately an accompanying letter of explanatient the Post Office (figs. 3 and 4) detailing jbstv the
cover made the journey. | can do no better thamghe cover and the letter so that you can readtfisal

version.

—— Figure 1
BY AIR HAIL
By Irmpertat—is I
Regie franceise
S~
SR
%Oﬁ aAlm
sinkil Ihile & psnlons wn b L el a - - —— W .a"

e — A i
1T wnel aimerd plesse »at to S N

AT Wail Section _/ ;

Imparial Airwavs
London ;
England

Backstamps

Paris - 23 May

Kano - 28 May

Sekondi - 3June

T.P.O. Western 1/UP - 3 June

Kumasi - 4 June

T.P.O. Western 1/UP - 4 June

Accra - 5June N
i NOIAY dvd
1 zaaNod3d

Figure 2
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Transcription of the “Dolby” letter ——
L
(E.V. Dolby was Imperial Airways’ Air el Ranes I,
Mail Superintendent). B Doty
Dear Mr. Dolby, A I fot diaid e AnBiit
e elbniang per—
| have examined your “exhibit” with thg i RO e
i . Al Dl - foaf e e
following result: 2 e el e
(a) Although the Post Aerienne at presgnt pasars Frm Foee wein 8 Toogr ok
shews the routing as “via Niamey,” th ot teeampiiice  fo higaen  au Htd
official papers from France dated fopmnt A meadt wp ae o Tresses Jadee,
Feb/35 state that correspondence for 3 e R T [ M O
Nigeria and Gold Coast is made up fis P e
for “France-Zinder.” | cannot say - J i 7 ' e
whether the Post Aerienne for May wgs J ) ! “": 7 S
. P ,.er_._..q. el A [t S S :a:i '.-:'h.n_
different from that. o Bt ikl b ereme. i SeRee
(b) Having arrived at Kano on the 28 May, ARCORE RS i e
it appears to have been forwarded by PR SO U =S . S VG,
rail to the coast, thence by steamer |to TN S R e W, §
Sekondi, arriving there on 3 June. e T R TR G
(c) Sekondi then forwarded it by rail tf L oA e "l“"u z s
Kumasi, which is at the top of th¢ e LA
“horse-shoe” railway system in the sosr e R
Gold Coast. It arrived there the sanfe “%F (4 Fh wan owton o G wrfe o
day and was transferred to the T.P.p. %" T R R e
going in the Accra direction. See fig. §. S I L T S L
7 et o -r‘rl [ . ] s frta— 2] T
Figure 3
L T1TV Ctrvahonirbincd apoLoet /
¢ S T S N T (d) The item travelled down the other side
Vet S of the “shoe” to its destination which it
e S I ; reached on the 5th June. This last stage of
b P Gaaeme  gn fresensy  ssdlotts S50 the journey appears to have been
i e et i L somewhat slow.
el ek Kk TRew  WAn il
S A e R In connection with the Zinder-Kano
i i <1 A service, it is rather interesting to note that
R S the Post Aerienne for January excludes all
: el mention of it. Hitherto, a definite day of
ol £ arrival at Kano has been stated.
.:'I,"J--r':-'-"' {rrr
| hope this story will be of assistance.
P.S. | expect you have observed that the
— v [ T8 L . . . .
(I g ey : service to the Gold Coast and Nigeria is
o foat  mes bqiand b ene—= R now shewn as “Marseilles-Niamey-
o Mlamaitis o Wasniqs B, oA, Cotonou.” The Niamey - Cotonou section
IS W R S DRSS ST came into operation about the middle of
RNy PO T P O June/35. We don't use it.
a1 Figure 4




Editor's note With John’s agreement, | attempted to work betitinerary of his remarkable cover. With the
aid of various timetables and the “Mails and Shigpicolumns of “The Times” newspaper, the followiisg
the result. The map in fig. 5 is cropped from rgéa one which was drawn at the G.P.O., London ardid
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1935, which | discovered many years ago at theMBA?.

Imperial Airways or Air France:

Croydon dep. 23 May felpes i - Frenck
Paris arr. 23 May S (Fvem Rigints
Air France:

Paris dep. 24 May

Algiers arr. 24 May

Régie Air Afrique:

Algiers dep. 25 May

Zinder  arr. 27 May

Zinder ~ Kano motor service: Gao

Zinder  dep. 28 May

Kano arr. 28 May

(Journey timetabled to take 6 hours)

Nigerian Railway:

1= _— — -

Kano dep. 30 May (at 11.20) b it
Lagos  arr. 01 June (at 07.42) L:ﬂ‘
Elder Dempster Line shipdda If cata.
Lagos dep. 01 June : ’M__,W-?_ I
Sekondi arr. 03 June B T i !.f

o
Gold Coast Railways: FeRT N
Takoradi dep. 3 June e
Accra arr. 5 June (via Kumasi 4 June) Figure 5

John provided the map in fig. 6
mentioned in the letter to Dolby.

B EHANTI

E
:

Kedaruiua
PROVIINCE

LETE ] g

Figure 6

of the Gold Coastway system which illustrates the “horse-shoe”




Imperial Airways Gazette June2Q&sue 45)

Imperial Airways and The Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators
By John Berridge

In the early days of flying, pilots had been maipipneers, adventurers and entrepreneurs. By tHg ea
1920s, flying had become fashionable with recoreéaking feats, publicity stunts and glamorous female
pilots. However by the late 1920s, flying for sopiets, such as those employed by Imperial Airwayas a
serious professional occupation but with a lackroper standards and status.

In March 1928, the President of the Royal AerormaltiSociety put forward some ideas to remedy this
situation by setting out proper rules and standédflying. The founders of the Guild of Air Pilpiand Air
Navigators based their constitution on that of Htumourable Company of Master Mariners. It was psgglo
that pilots and navigators should form their ownrany along the lines of the City Livery Companiés
London. On 1 February 1929, the Guild of Air Pilaisd Air Navigators was formed with the objectivie o
boosting the professional status and standingahé@mbers.

The Guild’'s motto iOur Way is by the Heavensd its objectives were to maintain the highestdsdeds of
good airmanship amongst pilots and navigators andtrive to enhance their professional reputation.
addition it dealt with matters relating to licergsiraining and legislation affecting pilots and/igators and a
Benevolent Fund to assist members in need.

Imperial Airways was fully supportive of the forn@at of the Guild with 26 of the 50 pilots who jothéeing
from there, including Herbert Brackley, their Aingrintendent.

The first Master of the Guild was Air Vice-Marsh&ir Sefton Brancker, who was the Director of Civil
Aviation at the time. The crash of the airship R.1® 1930 while en route to India was a speciajddy to

the Guild as among the dead were Sir Sefton Brarnakevell as Deputy Master, Squadron Leader Ernest
Johnson and two Court Members of the Guild.

From its inception to the present day the Guild &lagys had a Chaplain. The first Chaplain Wasptain
Percy Donald (Don) Robins AFC an ex airline pilot who briefly worked for Impekiairways.

Born in Aldershot in 1899, Percy enlisted in theigts’ Rifles at sixteen and was legally under dgel917

he joined the Royal Flying Corps and obtained amission. He was posted to the Central Despatch, Pool
ferrying all types of military aircraft to operatial units, mainly in France. In 1918 he was postetlo. 2
Communications Squadron providing rapid transpartsenior military personnel and ministers attegdire
Versailles Peace Conference. In 1919 he was offar&thort Service Commission but declined this as hi
feelings were incompatible with further militaryreee. On 2 December 1919, Flying Officer Percy Reb
received the Air Force Cross (AFC) from King Geoxgat Buckingham Palace.

He then joined Aircraft Transport & Travel Ltd apitot for a year until the firm failed. By June2Bhe was
flying for Instone Air Line Ltd. and the followingebruary he married Alva Hall and moved to Croydan.
1923, while flying over the English Channel, heeiged a call to the Christian ministry. There whsautely

no doubt in his mind that he must offer himselftt@ Church. While continuing his flying career, he
commenced his studies and mastered Latin, Greeko#mel subjects that were needed for his formal
theological training.

In April 1924 Imperial Airways took over Instonehdt autumn Percy resigned and took up fulltimeystod
the priesthood. His lifestyle changed dramaticalfyom a pilot earning £1,200 a year his incomelavhi
training at college was reduced to one fifth o§thinount. He was ordained on 9 December 1926 arairize
curate at Croydon Parish Church, which enable bimdintain close contact with his friends and aajlees
from his flying years. In 1929 he was installedrasfirst Chaplain of the Guild of Air Pilots aAdr
Navigators, a position he held until his death9da.

Major Herbert George Brackley, DSO, DFC was the Air Superintendant of Imperial Airwaysrfr its
inception in 1924. In 1929 he was a founder menobéine Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators. Higork
for Imperial Airways was wide ranging from routeoping to test flying all new aircraft on deliversofn the
manufacturers. He was an expert in matters relabirtige operation of flying boats and between Mamct
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June 1936 carried out a survey of Imperial Airwgy®eposed route to Australia in readiness for the

introduction of the C-Class Empire flying boats.

The post of Air Superintendant was abolished in818dlowing reorganisation of Imperial Airways and
Major Brackley then spent time carrying out a syreéthe West African coast route. When he returimed
1940 he applied to join the RAF and during WorldrWaose to the rank of Air Commodore as Seni@ffSt
Officer in Transport Command. After the war he gadrBritish Overseas Airways Corporation (BOAC) amd
March 1948 was appointed Chief Executive on ther@oé British South American Airways. Later thataye
in Rio de Janeiro he lost his life in a drowningident. He remained a member of the Guild througinds

career, including fourteen years with Imperial Adys.

He remained a member of the Guild throughout hreera including fourteen years with Imperial Airvgay
From its inception the Guild awarded trophies icognition of achievements of its members.

The certificate shown in fig. 1 was given to Makterbert Brackley and eight well-known Imperial Aays
captains They had all been with Imperial Airways since itséption in 1924. They were presented with the

Cumberbatch Trophy in October 1936.

The Cumberbatch Trophy is presented to personsufistanding contributions to reliability and aifets.

Miss Alice Cumberbatch was a famous flyer of thequk

Mrs. Freda Brackley presented a trophy to the Guilshemory of her husband in the late 1940s. Tioighy
is known asThe Brackley Memorial Trophy and is awarded for outstanding flying that contiésuto the

operational development of air transport.

VTHE BRITISH EMPIRE.
@ZZJ,/&’%;&&%%J&
Trophy for Reliability
Ao glof : off Miss Ao Cumiberbalhe
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,,m’ﬁ(méafﬁ e f%wwye

yﬁ, d{&r'?&m ADFE- AART
A G Prackley, DI C

.{!A/?!f 7/%0‘4/, SFEL
j{ﬂﬁ,ﬂﬂ}f/ -:Z? [l W&M
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S A cndt

;‘?‘&‘,,&j j/...’y{mzcr/ gﬂ{d&k?’#
cﬁfog.:’ Cidaegf the Gouct
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Figure 1

In addition to the two trophies
mentioned above, the Guild makes a
number of additional awards, mainly
on an annual basiscluding:

The Sir James Martin Award (safer
operation of aircraft).

The Johnston Memorial Trophy
(developments in air navigation).

The Derry and Richards Memorial
Medal (test pilot's award).

The Sir Barnes Wallis Medal
(exceptional contribution to
aviation).

The Jean Batten Memorial Award
(New Zealand aviation).

The Grand Master's Australian
Medal (contribution to Australian
aviation).

The Sir Alan Cobham Memorial
Award (the most commendable
student pilot in the United
Kingdom).
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Although Imperial Airways’ management was happyvark with the Guild on matters of common interest
some of its pilots were less enthusiastic. When@hid's constitution was drawn up it excluded es@nting
pilots in matters relating to pay and conditionssefvice and this situation caused discontent astd@gild
members, especially Imperial Airways pilots whd feider-valued.

Staff relations, particularly relating to pay anehditions of the pilots, had been bad from the ptioa of
Imperial Airways in 1924. This situation came tde@ad following the formation of The British Airén
Pilots’ Assaociation (BALPA) in 1937, when the maratent refused to enter into discussions or receghis
Their grievances were raised in the House of Consnamd a Motion, seconded by Lord Brabazon, cathed f
a public enquiry into Imperial Airways. The Goveramh agreed to a committee of inquiry under Lord
Cadman and his report, which was very criticalngpérial Airway’s management, followed early in 1938

79% of Imperial Airways’ pilots were members of BRA and several wrote to Imperial Airways’
management supporting the findings of the CadmaoReand asking for specific remedies and actionset
taken. Imperial Airways still would not recogniséAlBPA, regarding their leaders as troublemakers and
dismissed several. This only increased resentmmanhgst the pilots and staff relations remained foothe
rest of Imperial Airways existence. The situaticeused Lord Reith, Director General of the BBC, to
comment that ..the whole thing was distasteful and embarrassing.

On 14 June 1938, Lord Reith reluctantly acceptedaiipointment of Chairman of Imperial Airways iaq
of Sir George Beharrel and the resignation of Gedvgoods Humphery, Imperial Airways’ Managing
Director followed. When British Overseas Airways r@oration (BOAC) replaced Imperial Airways and
British Airways on the 1 April 1940, Lord Reith lzeune the first Chairman of BOAC.

During 1938 membership of the Guild suffered awas felt that the Guild was aligned to the managgme
and did not have the best interests of the pilatpleyed in regular air services in the UK at heltany
Guild members, including Imperial Airways pilotsgesigned and joined BALPA. As a result, a joint
committee was set up between the Guild and BALPAttempt to remedy the situation and deal with enatt
of common concern.

The war brought commercial flying in Europe virtyab an end until 1945. The Guild was forced tepmnd
much of its work and a wartime committee handled@uild’'s affairs during this time. In 1945 the @Euset
about tackling the problem of the transition ofvesefrom military to civil flying and the followingear the
Guild’s Flying Certificates Scheme was re-instatgishice then the Guild has grown, dealing with apjexts
of the rapid development of civil flying as well bsing affiliated with units from the armed sendceloday
its membership includes airline crews, flying iostors, private pilots and military air crews ahe Guild
concerns itself with aviation policy at all leveilsEgovernment. Membership of the Guild is curremmlgxcess
of 1,750.

The Guild has royal patronage - the Grand Mastex MBH The Duke of Edinburgh from 1953 until 2002
when he handed over to The Duke of Yoik.recently as February 2014 the Guild receivedgaRCharter
from the Her Majesty the Queen and is now knowmhaesH onourable Company of Air Pilots.
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The Satisfaction of Aerophilately!
By John C Symons

There is always a great sense of satisfaction wésearch into the history of a cover results im@actusion
that is tantamount to certainty. One such exangptbe cover illustrated. It was posted in Hastirgisssex in
1922 addressed to Hinaidi, Irag from where it was/arded to Mosul, a town in the north of that doyn

A B E e Baglied
AT 7y 2 -
e lal, :
gaﬂﬂﬂrgg \‘E g
i ‘u?.?‘?i‘#u ' :

The cover is postmarked HASTINGS #—0.15PM 18 OCT 1922, and would have been forwatdethil

to London. At this time in the twenties the roultestcover would have taken would have been by émeamy
European services to le Bourget, Paris, continlipgail to Marseilles and from there by P&O mailpsh
Morea which departed 21st October and arrived Port S&ttl ®ctober, road or rail or both to Heliopolis,
Cairo, and most probably flown by a Vickers Vermgrihe RAF Desert Air Mail Service to Baghdad, wder
it received the delivery postmark BAGHDAD DELY 30022 2.30PM+. The desert flight can be verified
by Proud, where although his listing of dates ef¢hrriage of mail between Cairo and Baghdad rtetihec14
days interval between flights, suggesting morenetable than dates of actual flights, his list daggport the
dates of the postmarks applied to this cover.

Proud lists the following movements: London
departure: 19th October. Cairo departure: 27th lxto
Baghdad arrival: 29th October. These dates ardynice
bracketed by the dates on the Hastings departude an
Baghdad arrival postmarks. Proud also confirms the
date the carriage of air mail via Paris commen&ial:
April 1922, confirming this combination air, raind
sea as the means of carriage.

Although the address is in part defaced it is still
possible to decipher details of the recipient. Hes Wt.
Lt. P.E. Nicholl RAF, a member of 8 Squadron, amal t
address suggests he was stationed at RAF Hinagli (F
1), located close to the western edge of Baghdhis. T
-ch'&k\ is confirmed by the Squadron’s archives. On 18th
October 1920, No 8 Squadron reformed at HelwargypE

Fig . BAF Hinadi, lrag. 1922, . .
& P _.I,:.I.r_l:::,;'_,_u_?.ﬁ,:mm-??aaa1,:§“j7,5£%1 #1ie MOving to Suez on the 11th December that year pgndi

sborslreame @ Move to Irag. With preparations for their
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arrival finally completed, the Squadron moved taqgBdad West on 4th March 1921. There they remained
until 29th December when they transferred to ne&fingidi. The squadron remained at Hinaidi for tiext
six years, finally departing on 26th February 1927.

In July 1922 the squadron was detached to Kirkug 2 some 50 miles south east of Mosul, wheredks
was primarily the suppression of tribal unrest atider counter—insurgency operations. Foremost was t
prevention of Turkish infiltration, through Moswdputh eastwards into Kurdistan. By September 1928,
the help of Kurdish tribesmen, Turkey overran Kstal, and by the 5th September 8 Squadron assigted
an airborne evacuation of Sumiemania (Sulaymanjyak)principal town of Kurdistan.

Following delivery at Hinadi the cover was rediesttto ,
Mosul, some 250 miles to the north of Baghdad. A&‘}i-. _'
incomplete postmark indicates it was posted omsir prior £
to 31st October and arrived in Mosul on 5th Novembie
transit time would suggest the cover travelled lavet, but
it would be no surprise to learn it was carriedobg of any
number of aircraft transiting between Baghdad ane t
north. That it reached its destination is not ofmedoubt.

- A nigh identical Fig & RAF Wiruuk Ireq, 19205,
[ E'[ ATR MAILL I_:. h'f'- él:;s- .lt g |etter, dated 3 May"l::l..-ﬁ"-\'-'l'. e dMan r o Tar.CaL =y dnidlrim
!l{.:,'!. - i ..:Et'd; [

1930 (Fig 3) is illustrated in Andrews, page 20a/ugit

is addressed to Hinaidi, but sent some six morates.|
This time it was not forwarded, therefore indicgtihe
T TS deployment to Kirkuk had concluded. Both covers are
double weight, postage being 1s.-4%d. This compse
surface rate of 3d. for the first ounce plus 1%6d.efach
additional ounce, and an air surcharge of 6d. pet f
ounce plus 6d. each additional ounce.

iy

Fig. 3

The information that can be gleaned from the
postal markings on this cover, and the supportioguchents leave no doubt as to the means by whish th
cover was carried from Hastings in Sussex to Hinaidrag, thereby making it an interesting foremen in

the development of the Imperial air routes of tB880s pioneered by Imperial Airways. Less certaihdw

the cover was routed to Mosul, or Kirkuk where &u&tdron was deployed on what was contemporarily
referred as ‘policing duties’. The most likely meamas advantage was taken of an aircraft flyinghnivom
Hinaidi, a not infrequent occurrence. Also uncertiaisurrounds the location of 8 Squadron in themtye
years of the 1920s. This has been a most satisfapiece of research, emphasising the importance of
context. Without the information in the Squadroarshives and Wikipedia, it would have been impdesib
reasonably arrive at the justification for the aoleing forwarded to Mosul.

| hope the description of this cover and its travi@ustrate the appeal of aerophilately, and thstaction
derived there from. The research has revealed mplete a history of a cover as it is probably passto
achieve. The initial stages from Hastings to Hinaigrely leave little doubt as to the correctnetshe
findings, whilst the final stage whilst highly pkible remains to be fully proven. The context & dover is
also a very good example of the exercise of Brifisteign policy in the Middle East during the 1920s
Current events have a familiar ring, although tadigipants are not wholly British.

| would like to thank Sergeant B.A. Emms for hisph@ searching the Squadron’s archives for angresfce
to the Squadron’s activities during this period.
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Imperial Airways’ service no. AN37
By Peter Wingent

Of the many services which were delayed in 1931ameaware of the causes for relatively few. Rossée
known we have, in the main, to thank persons ire@lin particular flights, either crew or passengérs
writing personal accounts of their journeys.

In the case of service AN37, which suffered a delaMlirabella and bad weather over France, we have
thank Mr. R.F. Mayer, Chairman of Directors of ttigast African Standard,” whose very detailed act¢oun
was published in the “Imperial Airways Gazette”kgbruary 1932. His account spans two pages ofl smal
print and thus is too long to transcribe in fultdeso | will include just what | think are the rmasteresting
aspects. However, he recorded meticulously the &imd date of every arrival and departure resuitirte

five entries | was able to provide in my African vements book to be enlarged to forty!!

Mr. Mayer flew in a Wilson Airways aircraft from Mabi (dep. 05.40) to Kisumu (arr. 07.40) on 20 Nov
1931 to connect with I.A. service AN37, which ddpdrat 09.50 the same day, the CalcQGitg of Swanage,
pilot Capt. L.A. Egglesfield, having flown ther®f Mwanza on the 19th. The service operatedtiecide
and without incident until the Short KeSatyrusarrived at Mirabella on 24 Nov. Here, the passesgvere
taken to the I.A. motor yachinperiafor luncheon.

After arrival at Mirabella, Mr. Mayer says thatwias discovered that during the preceding 200 naites of
the engines had failed aftyrushad flown only on the other three. 1 find it difilt to believe that the crew
became aware of an engine failure only after dreavMirabella but that is how Mr. Mayer descrilies

After lunch, Satyrusshould have continued to Athens that day but degdforts to repair the engine, it was
announced that a new part would have to be brdugim either Alexandria or Brindisi. Mr. Mayer reced
that the engine part was brought by tBeipio which had “performed a wonderful night flight.” If&
movement records show tHatipiodeparted Athens on 24 Nov. operating Easternseiz139). Thécipio,
piloted by Captain Bill Bailey, then took over siees AN37 and departed Mirabella very early the next
morning to Athens and Brindisi.

The service was still one day late when the passsrand mail arrived at Paris by train and thendexhthe
Argosy City of Manchester.She departed at 08.30 and should have arriv€tagtdon at 10.45, but due to
reports from the U.K. of heavy mist on the othatesof the Channel, a landing was made at Beauvais
aerodrome to await dissipation of the mist and @ooywas not reached until 13.00.

Cover at right posted at Miwani
17 Nov. 1931, sent 15 miles tg
Kisumu, then flown by AN37.
The 1sh.-60c. postage = 2 x 65¢.
per ¥ oz. air fee to U.K. plus
30c. registration fee.

Backstamp
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FLIGHT NO. AN37

Mwanza
Kisumu
Kisumu
Port Bell
Port Bell
Juba
Juba
Malakal
Malakal
Kosti

Kosti
Khartoum
Khartoum
Atbara
Atbara
Station 6
Station 6
Wadi Halfa
Wadi Halfa
Aswan
Aswan
Assiut
Assiut
Cairo
Cairo
Alexandria
Alexandria
Mirabella
Mirabella
Athens
Athens
Brindisi
Brindisi
Milan
Milan
Paris
Paris
Beauvais
Beauvais
Croydon

dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.
dep.
arr.

09.50
11.50
12.40
16.40
05.00
09.50
10.45
14.45
15.00
17.15
07.00
10.00
10.55
13.50
14.15
15.40
05.25
08.00
08.35
11.45
12.15
15.10
19.30
22.50
07.00
12.00
15.00
17.35

10.35
13.20
08.00
16.45
05.45
08.30

11.00
13.00

19 Nov.
19 Nov.
20 Nov.
20 Nov.
20 Nov.
20 Nov.
21 Nov.
21 Nov.
21 Nov.
21 Nov.
21 Nov.
21 Nov.
22 Nov.
22 Nov.
22 Nov.
22 Nov.
22 Nov.
22 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
23 Nov.
24 Nov.
24 Nov.
25 Nov.
25 Nov.
26 Nov.
26 Nov.
26 Nov.
27 Nov.
27 Nov.
28 Nov.

City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Swanage
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow
City of Glasgow

Train

Train
Satyrus
Satyrus
Scipio
Scipio
Scipio
Scipio

Train

Train

Train

Train

28 Nov. City of Manchester
28 Nov. City of Manchester
28 Nov.City of Manchester
28 Nov. City of Manchester

(Refueling stop)

(Refueling stop)

(Engine failure)
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late
1 day late

Your questions and answers

John Berridge gave me the copy of the cover

shown which was flown on the first northbound ;
==

service from Cape Town,

which was

illustrated in an auction catalogue. Neither of us

has seen the oval shaped |.A. cachet before
John would be very grateful if any reader can
provide any details about it, e.g., is it an offci
ILA. cachet or one applied by the Belgig

addressee?

0o ei_%,-._ i
A RIT PAPTTN
MipE I RilWa -
' %
-_I:r_ll 1_._?..\_,- i
“AND . souTR R

o

R

T




June 2014 (Issue 45) Imperial Aire/&azette

An unusual connection with Imperial Airways
By Peter Wingent

I think most collectors of Imperial Airways’ Africaroute covers are aware that in the 1930s maih fro
eastern parts of the Belgian Congo could be sewithgr road (to Juba or Entebbe), by rail and ktkamer
(to Dodoma) or by air (to Broken Hill) to connecitlwthe Cape Town ~ Croydon services. Issue 2Deif.
2001 contained a detailed study of these routeigtewrby Norman Clowes. It contained a map showirgy
connections to ILA. and for those readers who ddawe a copy of Issue 20 and would like to seetbp, |
am happy to email a scan to you on request.

Until | obtained the cover shown in fig. 1, | haelelm unaware that mail from French Equatorial Af(lE&F)
could also be sent by road to Juba to connect thithCape Town ~ Croydon service. However, when |
consulted Bob Picirilli's excellent book [1], | disvered that an air mail rate to France via Julghl#n was
first published in the “Journal Officiel de I'Afrige Equatoriale Francais” on 1 May 1934.

Ll et cic

- ';-_I
Baugssou, . A vl
Qubsngui-Coardi .E&ﬁ?.‘-ATlL

A.BE.F,

Miss Lotia Sherwlin,
dealthy Bireet Bapilal Caourch,

Grand nsaplde, Michigan.

(Etats-Unis d'aAmerique) T
Par Avion | B =i L ochagd
Imperial Air Ways : > in
g1
Figure 1

The cover is datestamped Bangassou, 28 March, 48@%as only one backstamp: that of Buta of 3 April
The 5.00fr. postage comprises 1.50fr. first 20 grrdinary foreign surface rate, plus 2 x 1.75fr. pgrm. air
mail fee to France.

The air mail label is a French type and was no tapblied in Bangassou but the boxe&ON” handstamp
is a Belgian Congo type applied upon arrival ataButhe purple bars cancelling both have beenifgs=hby
lan McQueen [2] as a type used at New York.

The map in fig. 2 is from a Geographical Handbdgjkand shows the route the cover would have takan f
Bangassou to Juba by road. The first stage, framgBssou to Buta, was approximately 300 miles aoki t
five days. From Buta to Juba was approximately 8d€s and from the evidence of covers where thesda
are known at both ends of the journey, it couldetakything from six to eight days. Therefore itras
reasonable to assume that the cover arrived athktibeeen 9 and 11 April. I.A service AN227 depddeba
09.20 on 9 April and AN228 at 07.00 on the 13thjtse most likely that the cover was flown by AN22
which arrived at Croydon at 14.09 on 18 April.

From Croydon it would have been sent to London &8.then forwarded by train to Southampton.
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Figure 2 (Bangassou, Buta and Juba boxed in rezhtphasise)

For readers’ interest, | am showing in figs. 3,ntl & extracts from “The Times” ‘Mails and Shipping’
columns to illustrate how it is possible to asdertetails of the Atlantic crossing.

1 CUNARD WHITE STAR
| FL LL LIST OF DlSPATCHES AQUTT AN - ;H'L Sthmin, due N.Y. 2ird.
| In the following list are shown the main mmc,:;:‘....' e "m""”:'ﬁ"uﬁ"ﬁ'ﬁ
oversea mails, other than daily, including those BRITANAIC .. For N.Y.. left Sthimin. 20k,
set out above, to be dispatched shortly from Samamta .. .. For L'pool, left Baston 20th,
, London :— Sovmea .. .. Fm NY., due Q'nstown X2nd,
| Posiing at IL.F.O., . . .
| Destination | Londan Figure 4 —22 April 1935 edition.
UNED  States: USL®  (Amer.) !
Ranker) . e I .+ Apl 18 | Noan
U.S.L.* (Pres, Hardine) .. .- Apl, 18 1,30 p.m.
Cier, pki® (Albert Ballin} .. ol ApL IR | & pm,
Cunord W.S. (Britannic); .. .. ADL IE | ¥ pm,
Cunard W.5, (Maiestic) .. z ] Anl. 24| 2 am
Fr. pke.® (Champlainy . .o Apl 24 |11, 3am
U.S.L.* (Washingion) . +«L Apl, 25 11,30 pum. CUNARD WHITE STAR
__Ger, pkt® (Deutschland) .. ..l Apl.26 | 2 am, ANTONIA .. .. For Mostreal, kel Beifast 27ih,
- : - . Buirassee «s  Fe. Stmite,. are. N.Y. 281h,
| $ Leiters to be conveyed by 1he Britannic 1o United States, Camintuia «s Cruoise, 2rr. NUY. 25t
Japan, China (North), and the countrics to whith mails Hositmie ., oo Cruise, arr, Algiers 2Uth,
are sont vie New York may be posted in a special box st Lacosia v« Forl’'pool. lers Bnston 27k,
Waicrioo Suation on April 20 from 6.6 am, 10 §.56 am. Samanis ., oo Fm. WY, arr. | “puol 2%,
by aftxing an additional slamp 1o the value of &4, Soymia .. vo Por N.Y., ¢, Queenstown 28ih.
Figure 3 — 18 April 1935 edition. Figure 5 — 30 April 1935 edition.

From the above the most likely ship to have cartieel cover was the Cunard White Star Line steamer
Britannic, which sailed from Southampton on 20 April andved New York on the 28th. From there, the

cover was sent by train to Grand Rapids (to a lad¥/ealthy Street — unusual street name).

The Geographical Handbook [4] states that in 194&, population of Bangassou was 51 Europeans; no

wonder mail from there is scarce. Finally, note spelling of ‘Airways’ as “Air Ways” on the insgption.

References:

[1] Picirilli, Robert, Postal and Airmail Rates in France & Colonies, 19P815. France & Colonies Society,
2011, p. 54.

[2] McQueen, lanAir Mail Directional Handstamps (A Study), Vol. Pub. by author, 2003, p. 222.

[3] Geographical Handbookrench Equatorial Africa & Cameroondlaval Intelligence Division, 1942.

[4] ibid, p. 317.



June 2014 (Issue 45) Imperial Aire/&azette

L.A. Wyndham post card
Cape Town — U.K. 6 —19 June 1933 AN 118

by Stan Wheatcroft

BY AIR MAIL POST CAl
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The air mail postcard rate from South Africa to th&. was initially the same as that for the fiestter rate,

i.e. 1/-, but on 1 October 1932 it was reduced doa®d then 5d on 1 November 1932. This was a
considerable reduction in cost and so Mr. Wyndhtartedd sending postcards instead of letters to noyeu
You can see that he had the ability to do very bpraiting and could get on one postcard what wpwiith
ordinary writing, take at least two pages of papde has written “House of Assembly” at the topite# card
which was where he wrote it. This was because & senior clerk to the Committees of the Southcafri
House of Assembly and was fluent in shorthand ith &frikaans and English. People sometimes, having
seen him write this, have thought that he was a lmeemf the Assembly. The stamp has a “House of
Parliament” bilingual cancel.

The card was carried on Imperial Airways THE AFRICAN The *Artemie,’ on aeesant  of

. . lamal wa=<Madit v, Ligad Lo winke w0 lagel-
service AN118, operated by AW Krtemis AIR MAIL g A% il ; e I..-....
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T i MPIEA,
to Calcutta, it is quite clear that both he angd Oinstructing » Romwsy.
my uncle were already fully aware of all the _— i : :
. . . B gkt Ty ilavs were e
Intel’eStIng deSpatCheS that COUId be Obtaln(ad Tl illuvyg bpte the,  Dwepiigind | s ||.|:||v:;:‘.: ] b:'fln-.::h :;i- I.'-In:rl r-'a*.H.I
with this service. This period was probably Airwass tice “ e’ landed on | vonls for e Twperial A
. . Wolrolih sorodpnne o Toewday af | achioe e tale off. Ceoads of
the busiest time for the development of NEW: .2 pn. & whowe wiop dor ree | mabves wore conploged, wndee the
routes. et T el Bt el
|l.\|.E|.|i1_-| 1he Towg for Kivumae,  JTons | Modax, repeliing Nelpabi w ity
n change ovey will be wade 19 ane | terilee mishap,

ather maehine for the wext stpse
af the TT';Ia 1o Landon,

Report from “The East Afvican Standard” of Saturday, 17 June 1933
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House of HSSEmbly 6, 6.
Although he did not say it at the end of MW el ¥, 6623
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Vignettes and a cover
By Ed Wolf

[Editor’'s note:inspired by the vignettes shown by John Symongage 15 of the December 2013 Gazette,
Ed sent the following with some accompanying notes]

London — Budapest cover, 1935 Figs. 1 & 2):

Whilst we seem to have a lot of research on thg thstance flights of Imperial to India, Africa aAdistralia,
the European connection is often forgotten. Hegeasver from London to Budapest on the 1st of IAI985.
The pilot was J.T. Percy and the aircraft a DH8@e Toute was Cologne — Prague - Budapest but bathere
delayed the flight until the following day hencesthackstamp of April 2nd. The cachet was applied i
Budapest with a plane flying from left to right, \West to East to match its flight path. For theinefourney a
similar cachet was applied to the 2nd of April nvaith the direction of the plane reversed.

Reference Source-Roy Wheeler “De Havilland a Pétistory”

r.
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Three labels (2 x Olympia and 1 x Plymouth) (Figs3, 4 & 5):
The three items have some aero connection. ThadRith Navy Week seems to have a Calcutta in itgslig

[l L TN - L NS

AERO

EXHIBITION

— PLYMOUTH
NAVY WEEK

OLYMPIA

O DO W

JULY I6-27
Figure 3 Figure 4 Figure 5

Vignette collection (Figs. 6 & 7):

From my vignette collection | can add ONE itemhode shown in the December magazine (fig. 6) asalial
is interesting to note that my Africa to India exaen(fig. 7) is blue whereas the one you illustdateas black.

Figure 6 Figure 7

Finally, a Bryant & May label (fig. 8) and &

miniature sheet from the London Stamp LONDON STAMP EXHIBITION
Exhibition featuring a S23 flying boat (fig. 9

l British Joys for

E (}':rs&*ﬂ s
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R | <
Figure 8 DDRLAND HALL, LOWLR REGENT STREET :

Figure ¢ s LDN‘DDN 5.W.1
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When Heracles met Hindenburg
A Brief Encounter over the English Channel on Fridg 21 August 1936

By John Berridge

For Captain Patrick Tweedie, in charge of the Ingdekirway’'s Handley Page HP 42W G-AAXHBeracles,
this was just another routine evening flight fromnotlon to Paris. Being a Friday there was a full
complement of 38 passengers, most of whom would be
looking forward to a ‘gay’ weekend in Paris. Afteaving
Croydon and climbing to 2,500 feet the aircraft dezh
south at a leisurely cruising speed of 95mph. Its wa
twilight and the co-pilot switched on the navigatiand
cockpit lights and checked that the cabin lightd ather
interior lights were operating. The stewards weuosyb
serving dinner, wines and spirits to the passengeise
HP42 was large, steady and slow, enabling the stisna
offer a very good in-flight catering service. Onplenial
Airways’ Silver Wing flights to Paris a four courfench

or dinner was served, inclusive in the return fafe
£6.75p: a fair amount of money in the 1930s.

It was theHindenburg’sseventh return voyage from North
America and for Captain Ernst Lehmann and his ciew,
had been an uneventful flight. By 7.30pm most &f 57

. passengers had retired from the dining room to
The HP 42WHeracles the lounge area. In the lounge, the passengers were
relaxing with drinks and listening to the Blithrisby grand piano played by Captain Lehmann or drleeo
musically gifted members of the crew. For the pagses, there was all too little time to enjoy theury of
the Hindenburgon what, for those used to taking a week to cthesAtlantic by liner, was all too short a
journey. They had left Lakehurst, near New YorKyetre previous day and were now heading up thdigng
Channel, due to reach Frankfurt soon after 10.80dhening.

Over the Channel the radio operators on both direcr@de contact and found that although they were
converging on each other, thndenburgwas flying about 500 feet lower th&teracles. The Rules of the
Air were quite clear — ‘Aircraft give way to therships and must avoid over or under crossing’.hia t
gathering darkness Captain Tweedie and his crewnduinthe cockpit and instrument lighting to reduce
windscreen reflection and improve their night wsid hen they saw thdindenburgabout four miles away —
the world’s biggest aircraft - 804 feet long — rigden times longer than the HP42 at 89 feet lamg of the
largest airliners of its day.

Tweedie put his aircraft into a wide descendingtur order to give his passengers a good view ef th
Hindenburgwhilst the airship continued steadily on its cour$be sight of theHindenburglit up was

breathtaking and she appeared to P&
suspended in the dark sky. THe
Hindenburg passengers could be sed¢n
viewing from the promenade deck whil
the control gondola, engine nacelles ahd
the 19" 9" props were fully illuminated
All too soon the airship had majestically
passed on its eastern course to Germgay. .
The Heracles, heading for Paris}#
signalled Auf Wiedersehen Hindenburg.
- all clear.’

References: The LZ 129 Hindenburg airship
Duggan, John,Z129 Hindenburg — The Complete Stagppelin Study Group, 2002.
Croydon Airport Journat issue 19gpring 1991 (with various corrections) &eroplane- January 2002
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R.A.N.A. advertisement
By Peter Wingent

In the summer of 2013 | visited the British LibraNewspapers and Periodicals Division at Colindale,
London. One of the newspapers held on microfilithés “Bulawayo Chronicle” and | thought readers Imig
like to see the striking front page advertisemert.R.A. took out in the 27 January 1938 editiorattvertise
the new services they operated from 1 Februane dffginal is A3 size.
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[l include this last item with some embarrassmet @nly after some gentle persuasion from Stan.}- Ed

Many thanks to Peter
By Stan Wheatcroft

In September 1993 | wrote the first issue of thednal Airways Gazette after seven of us, includieer,

had got together and started the Imperial AirwatyglysGroup. The other members were Norman Clowes —
Cardiff, Duncan Crewe — Liverpool, Robert PrestoBlasgow, Bryan Stokoe — now in Horncastle, anchJoa
Widdowson — Redcar. We had been able to get tavlgaxch other because B.A.M.S. included the addsesse
of its members if they were happy to have themipigeld. | decided that it would be a good ideintdude
colour photographs of six items in each Gazetteis & a copy of the first photograph:-

Initially there seemed so much to include in thed& that four issues were produced in the fiestrybut
then the number was reduced to two. Not becausbafage of topics but because the size of the isas
increased. Happily the Gazette was a successhanmbimber of members increased. After 24 issaskdd
Peter if he would like to take over its issuing amwdas very pleased that he accepted. The next¢ isSthe
Gazette will be number 45 and Peter’s productioeaxfh issue has gone from strength to strength théth
number of members increasing steadily. | didnagine for one moment that after twenty years it levctill
be issued and the items in it would continue totsuch high standard.

Peter’s efforts to achieve such success with theetBaare really beyond thanks and | hope he wiltioue
to receive great support from every@wethat we can enjoy many more issues.



