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Thisisafirst! Never before has a photograph of one of our members been featured on the
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whilst John was researching his article which is published in this issue. He is holding the
silver and ivory handstamp which was used in December 1934.
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Hannibal at Samakh, Palestine.
The “Lost” 171 days.

By John C Symons

Anyone attempting to trace the movements fromithe bf Imperial Airways’ HP4Hannibals (G-AAGX)
arrival in Egypt in February 1932 to when she wadaced by the C class flying boats in February81oi
encounter an apparently inexplicable gap of 17k dayer service record as indicated in table dweT his
lists her last round trip in 1932 to the first 3B between Cairo and Karachi.

Table 1
HP42‘Hannibal’. Scheduled Services — October 1932 to May 1933.
FlIt. No. From Date To Date Remarks
IE187 Cairo 25th October Karachi 30th October 1 ldbey
IW188 Karachi 9th November Cairo 12th November Cmeslule
IE216 Cairo 2nd May Karachi 5th May On schedule
w214 Karachi 10th May Cairo 12th May On Schedule

Table 1 makes cledfdannibal was out of service for those 171 days, therefovéing the question: what
happened and where was she for all this time? Tse dlues come from press reports. The following
appeared imloyd's Casualty Lisfor 25th November 1933:

AEROPLANE DAMAGED BY GALE AT GALILEE, PALESTINE
London, Nov. 20—On Sunday (Nov. 20) the air ling&kNNIBAL (G-
AAGX), owned by Imperial Airways, Ltd., while ondlground at Galilee
Aerodrome, sustained damage to her wings and tail.

A month later a second report was publishe@iia Morning Postdated 23rd December:

DAMAGE TO AIR LINER AT SEMAKH, PALESTINE
London, Dec.17.—HANNIBAL, the 42—seater Imperiahways liner, it was
learned in Cairo yesterday, is undergoing repaifzairo after being damaged while
on the ground at Semakh Aerodrome, Palestine. ITheewas pegged down for the
night,” an official of the Imperial Airways statetdnd her wing and tail were damaged
by a gale which suddenly sprang up. The machingdbd taken to pieces and
carried by lorry to Cairo. The damage is not vaagais. —” The Morning Post

These are the only contemporary reports recordedugh more recent undated reference discoverdtin t
Journal of the Croydon Airport Society adds furtteethe story:

10. "HANNIBAL" AT SAMAKH IN GALILEE

Charles Butt has gathered more information aboutegisode which he mentioned
briefly during his HP42 talk last July and is nowiato tell us all about it:-

In the late afternoon on one November day in 1882 42E (G-AAGX Hannibal' was
forced by deteriorating weather to land on the bmiastrip at the Sea of Galilee (now
called Yam Kinnerct) at the fishing village of Sathgalso Arabic word for fish). The
storm worsened during the night and despite thertsfiof the crew aided by staff from
the nearish Imperial Airways flying-boat base abéfias, the wings were torn off and
finally the airliner was thrown over on to its baclHannibal' was dismantled and
transhipped by rail to Cairo where she was relauild returned to service. Engineers
involved remember being assisted by Arab Legiomiend in this task and that their
appreciation for this help was shown by the gifboftles of brandy. Time has slightly
failed memory in the detail.

There is both inconsistency and consistency inethieee reports. The incident undoubtedly occuatetthe
small fishing village of Samakh, situated on thatBern shores of the Sea of Galilee; what is inctest is
the extent of the damage, damage such as to keeguhef service for 171 days. The contemporanorep
imply damage to the wings and tail, whereas they@@n Airport Society’s journal states that in agtditthe
aircraft was flipped on to her back. It also suggeepairs were effected in Egypt, no doubt at dimliis
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Airport, Cairo, where Imperial Airways had a mamaace facility. The reports coupled with the movetae
listed in Table 1 confirmblannibal’s last scheduled flight on 9th/12th November 198&fKarachi to Cairo.
There are no indications of any other movementrgooher flight to Samakh; there are no recordsunof
flight by Hannibal to the south on Imperial Airways’ African servicgo it seems reasonable to conclude
Hannibalwas on an unscheduled service from Cairo to perBaghdad or Karachi when the captain elected
to land for the night at Samakh on 20th Novemberh@ps due to deteriorating weather conditionaolild
appear the aerodrome, or perhaps a better namel Wweuanding strip, at Samakh was an emergencslief r
landing ground not only for Imperial Airways, bus@ the Royal Air Force. Beldwis a photograph of the
village of Samakh. In the middle distance there l@ppear to be an airstrip approximately alignedmto
south with a road linking it to a building in thight foreground, suggesting this is the ‘terminallding’.
Between this road and the village can be seenrétokd of the Hejaz Railway, with a train passingaiis
probably the railway station on the right of thefgraph.

One final quote which may or may not be relevanblished in an earlidA Gazatté® is contained in a letter
written at Rutbah Wells on 9th December 1932:

Arriving in Baghdad Aerodrome at 6.30, first thingt cup of tea and brandy - one of
the most comfortable trips one could wish to halen everything mucked up. One
of the large Hannibal type planes destroyed bynstat Tiberius - whilst on the
ground, result no plane for Karachi trip.

How relevant this is to the current discussiorefsto the reader to decide. It would appear todbieer late in
the day for the current incident, interesting newveless.

The above introduction represents all that is kndamme of this incident that lies in the public dom
Recently | acquired two photograph albums which gdzhtly to what occurred on that night in November
1932. In one of the albums there are no less 29gphotographs relating to this incident, extendiogn the
morning following the gale, illustrating the extewit the damage, the dismantling, and its deparime
Samakh for Cairo. The one regret is there areaptians associated with the photographs.

The following is a selection of these photograghstrating the stages in the recovery. The phetolgs
were in overall good condition, although they stgtesome fading, scratching and other imperfectitnss
requiring some minor editing. In addition they baween cropped to better fit the page at the same t
maximising the content.
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The Damage toHannibal

There is little doubt from the
evidence in these photographs the
contemporary reports are not correct
in a number of respects. Lloyds’
report that Hannibal sustained
damage to the wings and tail is most
certainly born out being entirely
corroborated by the photographs.
They would suggest the damage was
significantly more extensive than the
report suggests, and certainly greater
than that which is implied ifThe
Morning Posts report.

Fig. 1a

From these four photographs it is immediatel
apparent the damage is largely restricted to
wings and tailplane. Both port and starboard
pairs of wings outboard of the engines were
almost certainly sufficiently damaged t
warrant replacement. With the way they are
wrapped forward it would suggest they were
not picketed to the same extent as the fuselagey
evidence for which can be seen in figure
anchoring the rear of the fuselage. There is
little doubt the centre sections of the wings
were substantially stronger, and metal cl
rather than the fabric covering of the out
wings.

ig. 1b

Fig. 1c

The Croydon Airport
Society’s journal stated that
the “airliner was thrown over
on to its back.” There is no
evidence in any of the
photographs to confirm this.
Whilst the wings bore the
brunt of the damage, the tail
section did not escape.

It would appear from the photographs that the . : Fig. 1d
damage was largely restricted to the fabri " -

covering of the fins and rudders. There is visuz
evidence of some damage to the tail planes
other photographs similar to that incurred on t
vertical surfaces. Overall, it was the centre mai
wing sections and fuselage which were the legas
damaged.

Figure 1. The Damage to Hannibal.
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The Dismantling of Hannibal

At some point early in the determination on an apgate course of action it was agreed rebuildirags w
possible enablingdannibal to continue in service. It was also evident than&keh was not an appropriate
place to undertake such work, and it would theefbe necessary to transport the salvaged remains
elsewhere. Before this could be accomplished theradi would have to be dismantled. This process is
illustrated in the following series of photographs.

Considerable effort was involved in Fig 2a
preparing the aircraft. This small selection of
photographs shows that at an early stage the
wings, and tailplane had been removed, the
wings most likely being disposed of locall
as scrap. Preparations are well under way for
the removal of the upper pair of engines and
central wing section, probably the mo
difficult part of the whole operation. Not
that all evidence of identity has be
removed.

Another task accomplished at an early stage was the
removal of the fabric covering of the rear half of

the fuselage, showing it to be a comparativelytligh
weight structure. It is clear from these three
photograph$iannibalwas moved to a position close
to the railway line. This must have been undertaken
following the removal of the wings, whilst the
damaged airframe was still in a fit condition to be
moved. Even at this stage the undercarriage Idrstil
place.

Fig. 2c

separated, but it would appear from thg
angle of the forward half of the fusela
the undercarriage is probably still in plac
The root rib of the lower wing can be se
above the two forward cabin windows.

Figure 2. The Dismantling of Hannibal.

From these and the other photographs not reprodtieaxlild appeaHannibalwas broken down into at least
six components: the forward fuselage half, the feselage half, the upper central wing and engitiestwo
lower engines, and the tail plane assembly. No dthdre were a number of containers of other saldag
components, the lower stub wings, struts, wheéts, e
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The Transportation of Hannibal

On completion of the dismantling éfannibal the component parts were placed on flat bed troékhe
Hejaz Railway. From the background to the photplgsathis would appear to have taken place at two
locations, one adjacent to the railway line asuitsr south of Samakh, and secondly in the proxiwiitthe
railway station in Samakh itself. What cannot bdedwined, given the two locations, is whether the
components were initially loaded and moved intottiage, and then reloaded for the journey to Qaar

the various trucks were assembled into a singlefsedrriages at the station

This photograph of the forward fuselage
section shown being loaded on to one of the
Hejaz Railways’ flat bed wagon appears to
have been taken in Samakh4, the building
just showing in the background being the
railway station. It was therefore moved from
where it was dismantled. This was probably
due to the lack of a double track, preventing
use of the crane. It of course begs the
guestion — How was the fuselage moved to
Samakh?

Fig. 3a

On the other hand this large containe
was loaded at the side of the airstrip.
Evidence for this appears to be wh
was earlier referred to as the termin

Fig. 3b

right hand side. There is no indicatiopy
as to what is in the container, probably®
engines and smaller components. A

half of the fuselage.

The complete train ready to commence the journey
to Cairo. Exactly how many wagons were involved

is impossible to determine. This photograph was
taken preparatory to departure from Samakh,
somewhere on the straight section of line running
parallel to the village and the road to the termina

building. En route to Cairo. From Samakh the line

of the Hejaz Railway struck south along the banks
of the River Jordan to Beisan, from where it turned
to the west, making a dog leg to Tularem, and then
south once again to Lydda, Gaza, Rafa and
terminating on the banks of the Suez Canal at
Kantara East.

Whilst the precise location of this final photognag Fig. 3d
is unknown, it can be said with certainty thatsit | " :

on the Suez Canal. The railway line in thd
foreground could be an indication that it is in th¢
vicinity of Kantara East. The nature of the load
the barge or ferry would seem to indicate the
salvaged components are still on the flat b
wagon. If this is the case it implies that onceoash
the journey to Cairo would be completed by rai
Close examination of the photograph shows the
bed wagon is carrying the rear half leannibals
fuselage, amongst other components.

Figure 3. The Transportation éfannibal.
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BOAC House Magazine ‘Touch Down’

Following on from the above | contacted the Brittshways Speedbird Centre seeking further inforamaibn
this incident. | received a most informative resgmnincluding the following transcripts from the BO
house magazin€ouchdown These are mostly relevant and self—explanatadng. July 1983 letter ‘Hannibal
after the Storm’ below shows an illustrationHdnnibalin its damaged state the morning after the galeatWh
is relevant is that this illustration is identidal one of the 29 photographs in the album (fig.albove). It
would therefore seem possible the photographs veden by the author of this letter, Cliff Goudy, EB
These letters printed imMouchdowrsignificantly add to an understanding of the inoidat Samakh, and its
subsequent resolution resultingHannibal being returned to service.

TouchDown December 1982
SPARES DOWN THE LINE? WHO CAN CAPTION THESE PICTURE

Six of several pictures from Mrs Yvonne Wilkinsoatithg back to husband’s time with Imperial Airwags
Egypt seem to show something of a spare partspoatagion saga by road and water. Does anyonel tbeal
circumstances?

Dear Nick,

I am enclosing shaps which | think might be ofriggeto some of the older pensioners. | don't vihatn
back. They were taken by my husband when he was Bgypt with Imperial Airways 1928 — 1937.

I'm afraid | cannot ask him to identify them asi©i@ow 82 and has been mentally ill for the last fears. |
believe

they are of some spare parts being sent "downinie&.IThe snap of a lad standing on top of one Fart

of the late Theodore (Tewfik) Tudor.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Yvonne Wilkinson,

2 Parsonage Close: Somerton: Somerset: T11 1NP.
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Dear Yvonne,

How very nice to receive another letter from onewf members residing deep in the glorious Wesin@gu
and how very kind of you to send me those 12 snBipsse which the Editor considers suitable for
reproduction will be published in this issue of Thdown, and they will be of great nostalgic intétesthose
RSA members who, like me, served with Imperial aisw

Warmest regards, Nick.

TouchDown, July 1983

Hannibal after the Storm

| REFER to page 19 of the December___
issue, which shows a number of photps =~
sent by Mrs Wilkinson on behalf of her -
husband, all of which require captions =
and information. | have extracted from
my own archives the enclosed related
photos, all of which refer to the rebirthyss :
of Imperial Airways Handley Pages
Type 42 aircraft named "Hannibal"
registration, G-AAGX, which wag
partially wrecked whilst riding out a
Biblical storm on the shores of the
of Galilee. (See my photo taken the
morning after.)

| had travelled from Cairo the previous day to G=dito repair some damage to "Hannibal"; but durthg
night much more damage was done by the continaechstt was decided that, since Imperial Airwaysildo
not afford to write her off we could and would rétther. So, with the co-operation of the Palestitie
Damascus, the Jordan and the Egyptian railways, thedSuez Canal ferry, we got the fuselage, enginds
other good bits transported to Cairo.

New wings were shipped out to Suez from England'ldadnibal" was rebuilt and re-took her place oreth
line as flagship. She flew for seven more yeard sim¢ was lost without trace on her leg of the $to6hoe
Route across the Indian Ocean in 1940. Mrs Wilkirsphotos show the arrival of her new wings atzSue
and finally at Heliopolis, where they were linkedny bull-nosed Morris as a joke. That Morris cadrused

a lot of petrol between Heliopolis and Suez on"th@nnibal” story, for which | had a tough job geiy my
expenses paid by poor old Imperial Airways who wagerating on the proverbial shoestring, but sustdi
by a lot of Imperial Airways "esprit de corps".

I have many happy memories of those days. | shaafted with Duncan Griffiths in the days before aives
arrived to look after us and who, with many othemeer wives, God bless them, played no small ghanihg
those very hard days in building up what was te#léed the Empire Air Mail routes.

The photo of the Avro 10 G-AADZ on Page One ofJdrauary issue concerns an unspecified flight of
someone on the way to the Cape, South Africa; thenone pulling away the wheel chocks.

It is interesting to note that at Heliopolis we batwe the stop for most of those record breakersiem way to
the Cape of Australia, all following Imperial Airws routes! | personally handled Bert Hinkler's Avro
"Avian", Amy Johnson's Moths, Clifford Mollison'stl, Wiley Post's plane, whatever it was; thereeseo
many to remember now. But without the help of Imapdsirways and the Royal Air Force, many of those
early 30's record breakers would not have made it.

By 1933 we had established servicing stops to thgeGnd to Australia on routes surveyed by Sir Alan
Cobham in the late 20s, and also by the Royal Anc€ in the Middle East. We even had a ploughedrtes
track to follow from Gaza to Baghdad thanks to Rmyal Air Force. | remember the Officer Commanding
216 Squadron at Heliopolis (our neighbours) remagkihat "We always get plenty of verbal thankshat t
bar in the mess, but never get a mention in thep'te

| possess book-ends made from damaged propeltars Amy Johnson's Moth, which | would be pleased to
give to any museum that would like to have them.

Cliff Goudy, MBE,

21 Pondcroft, Yateley, Camberley, Surrey.
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TouchDownJuly 1983

More adventures ofHannibal and Hanno

| HAVE just been lent Touchdown for March by C&aB. Willerton and | have been most interestech@n t
correspondence re the damage to "Hannibal". Sevgeals ago | was lent some photos of this incidgnt
Capt. J. Spafford, who | believe was flying "Hamtillbon that trip. Until the recent correspondencédve
been unable to find any details about it, so | anstngrateful to be able to give greater detail tg photo
captions.

Also enclosed are a couple more of Capt. Spaffgidgos which show a wheel change in the desedv@b
left) and "Hanno" suffering in an unrecorded gaébgve). Except for the fact that the photo wasrtake
1937 | am unable to trace the exact date or thegladan a reader help, please? It was rebuilt after
damage as an HP 42W, having previously been an B #ote the prewar practice of painting out the
operator's name when aircraft were involved in agident.

The "Hannibal" damage caused a flurry of aerialigity at Galilee, as one photo showed two of Ingleri
Airways Avro Ten aircraft, G-AASP and G-ABI,U, titge with Stinson Junior S G-ABZY, which | am told
brought in various personnel.

P HT Green,
The OId Rectory, Irby, Grimsby, South Humberside.

TouchDown October 1983
The HP42 saga: all is explained!

CORRESPONDENCE arising from readér Goudy's letter about the wrecking of Hannibal atli@a in
1932/33 culminated last month in a letter from AGMtus claiming that he was the engineer in chaage
Tiberius and Samakh at the time, yet did not featuMr. Goudy's account.

True!responds Mr. Goudy in a further letter.

| omitted any reference to the station engineersaise it stirred up any controversy over commeradarat
the time in a report to the underwriters. Howeviarmy view there would have been nothing to sahMage
for the valiant efforts of the Resident Station iBagr Bert Gittus and his assistant Jack Eddingaoml

Hannibal's Captain Stafford.

They fought a losing battle throughout that nighkying and tethering. They did not give up eveemihe
wings folded around the nose. They endeavouredttthese away with hacksaws. The fact that Hannilzel
still flying on war work in 1941 indicates theif@fts were not in vain.

Mr. Goudy also praises the efforts of Chief Engireeward Baxter ("Sandy B") and of Engineer Treael
and team who enlisted the aid of Glubb Pasha's aloidegionnaires to load the Hannibal's remains on t
railway trucks (with the aid of a few bottles ofibdyl).

Two correspondents, A F Wiseman and Syd Oldfielthlr another HP42 accident at EntebbelBB5,when
Hanno (GAAUD), commanded by Captain Jim Percy, shadr the airstrip in bad weather. From snaps
enclosed, this was obviously the incident refetoeith our July issue (with photo) by P.H.T. Grepadell).
Mr. Wiseman's snap shows the fuselage being dismdanith the aid of timber shear legs by maintemanc
staff from Kisumu, Bert Gittus again in charge.

Syd adds that at Croydon Hanno was rebuilt as ayyést planning for this carried out by the Hewitt—
Drewitt-Dick Leete combination.
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And still with the HP42's, Vic Forder sends us shaps of the Helena that crashed on Tiverton golfse in
the winter of 1939/40. A propellor is hanging i tExeter Flying club lounge at Clyst Honiton.

No doubt,says Victhis may stir the memory of Lionel Scott, in cha@@ydon Nightshift, and others
who spent eight months at Exeter after the outboéakar.

Lionel?

TouchDownundated
HP42 saga

DEAR NICK,
Ref. December issue of Touchdown page 19. The spaps
sent in by Yvonne Wilkinson could refer to a HP32
Hannibal aircraft at Semack in the 1930's. Semaak &
landing ground at the southern end of the Sea diléga
(Lake Tebimas) and a transit point for passengerd a_
mail arriving by flying boat alighting on the lakand
travelling farther east by landplane and of coursee
versa.

This area was noted for sudden storms, which cootdir £
literally without warning. This Imperial Airways HR °
Hannibal was parked at Semack when a violent storoke, badly damaging the mainplanes and folding
them around the aircraft nose. The Station Engimedris efforts to minimise damage had commenc#thgu
off the wing’s fabric, but to no avail. This is thi@ry that | in London received from Cairo.

It was decided to repair the aircraft and my paift the exercise was to get replacement mainplanes
constructed

by Handley Page, transport them to London Docks amadnge a suitable ship to carry them to Cairo. We
chose pre-dawn on a Sunday and, with police ese@tle it to the docks, and loaded the wings oslifeas
deck cargo; in the event the cargo arrived safely.

The pictures may therefore be of the replacemengsviarriving. Meantime, Trev Trevelyan, one of our
leading engineers at Cairo, retrieved the fuselage,unit, landing gear and engines etc and by Kjawook,
sledge and barge got them all back to Cairo, ang diircraft was rebuilt. Incidentally, | am not witht
knowledge of Semack; | was an engineer crew meofb@mHP 42 on a special flight Cairo to Delhi circa
1932, and we landed at Semack to pick up passengevas a brilliant day, no wind, but suddenly evere
disturbance occurred and in its passing buffetedlahcraft, damaging the aileron controls and leayiboth
ailerons drooping. A signal to Cairo brought useptacement aircraft which gave us an uneventfghtito
Delhi and back to Semack.

Inspect & repair

However, at Semack a signal awaited us which saidu know what happened. You inspect and repair,” S
with the aid of two locals to move steps and pldnkade a full inspection and found that the beksuring

the bracket below the cockpit flooring carryinglbednk levers had sheared through to allow the oanbds

to the ailerons to slacken. New bolts were fitted ave returned to Cairo. This incident happenedy&ars

ago and is accurate to the best of my memory. £Hmen back to Semack, Teberias, and the lake, since
having stopped at Haifa on a cruise ship. The lagdyround was growing citrus fruit! Hotel Teberiass
unchanged, so was St. Peters Fish.

Sidney Oldfield;
The Chimes, Thorpe Green, Egham, Surrey TW208QP.

TouchDownundated.

Acknowledgements:| am most grateful for the assistance given by IKélayward and Jim Davies at the
British Airways Museum, particularly for the copiekthe letters from the BA house magaZirmichdown
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* Samakh, Tiberias, <http://en.wikipedia.org/wikifsskh, Tiberias>, 28th November 2012.
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Theinaugural regular air mail service from England to Australia, December 1934
By John Crowe

In I.A. Gazette No. 17 of June 2000, Stan Wheatarohtributed a report on the inaugural regular kiyee
service from England to Australia; in particulag described the ceremony which took place at Cnoydo
Aerodrome on Saturday 8th December 1934.

The ceremony took place in front of the HP“B&ngist” and was presided over by the Secretary of State fo
Air, Lord Londonderry. He had received mail forsgatch to Australia from their majesties the Kimgl a
Queen and HRH the Prince of Wales. He handed #iktonthe Postmaster General, Sir Kingsley Wood,
who stamped it with a special Croydon Aerodromelstiate stamp with an ivory and silver handle. sThi
special date-stamp is slightly smaller than themadrCroydon Aerodrome cancel with a diameter ofvfiy,
compared with 26 mm for the normal date-stamp. rblyal letters were then put in a blue silk bagakhivas
handed to Sir Eric Geddes, the chairman of Impekiehays, and he in turn handed it to the pilottoé
aircraft.

Stan Wheatcroft showed a cover which is address#utketPrime Minister of the Commonwealth of Auséral
the Rt. Hon. J.A. Lyons, and which received the esaraatment as the royal letters with the specd-d
stamp. The cover has an Air Ministry cachet andebéh it the cachet PRIME MINISTER. | illustrate
another cover (fig. 2) which received the royahtneent, together with the letter which was enclg$ied 3).
The letter is from the Postmaster General, Sir Klieyg Wood, to his opposite number in Australia. eTh
Commonwealth Postmaster General at the time waat@ethe Hon. Alexander John McLachlan.

MPERIALN, AIRWAYS
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Fig. 1. Tractors towing Hengist out of the Imperdtways’ hangar at Croydon, prior to the first sére to Australia.
(Crown copyright. Reproduced by kind permissiothefBritish Postal Museum & Archive)
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P-Sa

which [ obliterated the stamp on the envelope of this letter.

I am sending under separate cover the silver die with

The Postmaster General

of the Commonwealth of Australia,

deeretariat,

CATBERRA, F.C.T.

Fig. 2
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Y " pecember 1934.

My dear Postmepier General,

It givea me very great pleasure tc send you this
letter by the first of the regular weekly air mail
gervices to Australis.

The establisghment of the service, the longest in
the world, is & promipent landmerk in the history of
aviation and of Empire communications. The part which
the Commonwealth has taken in bringing the peoples of
Australia snd Great Britain even closer together will
aelways be remembersd.

I hope that the public in both our countries will
avail themselves to the fullest extent of the asdvantag
whiech the new serviee offers.

I take this opportunity of wishing you esnd your
gstaff a very happy Christmas and every success for the

future.
Yours sinecerely,

//’”""”‘“ 4> (o #y oot

The Posimaster general Pole
of the Commonwealth of sustralia. -0 R KU [ I

28

Fig. 3

| purchased the letter and cover in 2002 from MauRorter. | do not know how it first came inte fublic
domain. Presumably, the Commonwealth Postmadtgneel it as a personal item and disposed ofsbate
later date. Maurice has told me that he purch@sadhe Harmer’s sale of the late Alex Newallallection.

He thinks Alex might have acquired it through ofdis FISA connections.
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| also show a cover (fig. 4) which was carried loa inaugural flight and which was cancelled witd ttormal
Croydon Aerodrome date-stamp. It was signed [@@nuary 1935) by the Postmaster General, Sir kéggs

Wood.

5

BY AIR MAIL

EMNGLAMND - ‘a‘q.'..r;- TRALLA

M — Dmu =—

OPENIMG OF THE AIR MAIL
SERVICE 8Y IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS AND QANTAS
EMPIRE AIRWAYS
BETWEENM ENGLAND
AMND  ALISTRALLS

fnrgs

J .H.Btephenson Eag.,
4, 0'Connall Street,

SYDNEY,
4l New South Wales,
~ AUSTRALIA,
s, b on - ikt les

Fig. 4

The special steel, Croydon Aerodrome datestampamtivory and silver handle is shown in fig. 5.

Fig. 5
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The story of the ivory and silver hand-stamp isrdaeresting one. It appears that after Sir King$Mood had
stamped the VIP mail the hand-stamp was sent Wihntail to the Postmaster General of Australiababby

in the blue silk bag, to be retained as a souvdhiemained in Australia, presumably in the pgsgmn of the
Australian postal archive in Melbourne, until 1984.that year the curator of the National Postalskum, as

it then was, visited Melbourne to attend the phllatexhibition known as “Ausipex” . As a resufthis visit
the hand-stamp was returned to the UK where itbeaviewed, by appointment, at the British Postaki&tum
and Archive at Freeling House. The silver banduadothe middle of the hand-stamp reads “First Bntjla
Australia/ Air Mail/ 8th Dec 1934” and the metakf# on the top of the box reads “FIRST/ENGLAND TO
AUSTRALIA/AIR MAIL/ 8TH DECEMBER 1934".

The photographs on this page were taken by theomuthring a visit to the British Postal Museum and
Archive in December 2012.
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When was Haifa Harbour replaced by the Sea of Galle in 1931/327
By Robert Clark

Before October 1931, the Imperial Airways Africamdandian air mails were flown together to Egyptendn
they were then divided. From flight IE 134 th&t IEroydon on 17th October 1931, the Indian ando&fn
air mails left on different days and the Indian Imas no longer via Egypt.

The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked in Liverpoollg@th October and was flown on IE 134. It is adskeésto
Tiberias where it was backstamped on 21st Octolbelso has a transit mark dated 20th Octoberthrre is
virtually no inking on the town name although thstlletter is a clear uninked impression of an ‘Aassume
that it is Haifa. (A similar, but clearer Haifadi@tamp of 20th October is shown in an ‘Airmail Eotor’
auction of October 2012 on a Belgian acceptancthotE 134 service that was addressed to Haifa.)

/Ahq/ b /ﬂ;-'m..l
:.{?.Vﬂ _.:;'\.'I-é&bﬂ-u otés

V- +
S R

i FE.E:’Q :/.-f. LA

Figure 1: Cover flown UK — Palestine in October 198

According to Walker [1], the route was London —i®dry HP-42 airliner, Paris — Brindisi by rail, Bdisi —
Athens — Castelrosso — Haifa by Short Kent flyirogt) Haifa — Tiberias by car and Tiberias — KardoghDH
66. (The car journey was by the Nairn Transponin@any, famous for their Overland Desert Mail Sexyic
Peter Wingent [2] shows that the Kent flying-bc&atyruson IE 34 left Athens on 20th October and
connected with the DH 6Bity of Baghdadhat left Galilee (Tiberias) later that day altgbuhe timetable [2,
3] shows that an overnight stop in Galilee was dalesl.

It therefore seems clear that the mail on IE 134 Wewn from Athens to Haifa. However, the Imperial
Airways Winter 1931-32 timetable [3] does not mentiCastelrosso or Haifa as stops on the route from
Athens to Galilee although it does show Castelragssthe accompanying map. Indeed, it indicates tthet
flying-boat flew through to Galilee. Proud listfarmation from this timetable, but with added det§].

(In the following, Galilee and Tiberias are altaima names for the same place.) The timetable infdlgleas

an arrival time in Galilee of 16.15 while Proud ggvan arrival of 16.15 in Haifa and 19.15 in Tiasri For

the return journey, the timetable image [3] hasaival time in Galilee of 15.00 and the flying-lhdeaving
there the next morning at 07.00 while Proud showaraival time in Tiberias of 15.00, Haifa at 18.&0d a
departure from Haifa at 07.00 the next morningouBralso lists arrival and departure times at Q@astso
which are not in the timetable image.

| am always intrigued when contradictory informatis given and so | have looked at other contentgora
accounts. The December 1994 issue of the ‘IA Gazetproduces an article from the October 1931eigsfu
‘Air and Airways’ that states:

‘... carry the Indian air mail, but after leaving Aths it will be flown via Cyprus direct to the neinpart at
Haifa ...’
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A 1954 edition of Flight’ gives a record of Imperial Airways events whicdgludes for October 1931:

‘... to Athens by air, where routes became; to Indé&aCastelrosso — Haifa by air, Haifa — Tiberias tgr
and Tiberias — Karachi by air.’

However an online article athttp://archive.jta.org/article/1931/10/14/279208¥tias-becomes-important-
station-on-imperial-airways-route-to-indiafers to a report from thidewish Telegraphic Agencysf 14th
October 1931 that states:

‘... Mr Fred Montague, the Under-Secretary for Air the late Labour Government, who was largely
responsible for the arrangements, writes in ancdetin the “Evening Standard”. Flying-boat passeng by
way of Athens, Castelrosso and Cyprus, he sayk,alight on the Sea of Galilee to join land planats
Semakh, three miles away.

Instead of the Sea of Galilee, he explains, it baein hoped to use the harbour at Haifa, but mueuging
will go on there for a year or two.’

The following report appeared in several Austrahawspapers on 21st October 1931:

‘Jerusalem, October 20: The London — India air maihich previously proceeded via Egypt, for thetfirme
passed through Palestine, the seaplane alightintherSea of Galilee.’

A similar report in the ‘Straits Times’, Singapare28th October 1931 stated:
‘The seaplane landed safely in the Sea of Galitee30 p.m.’

A ‘Pathe Newsreel’ dated 26th November 1931, abklat: http://www.britishpathe.com/video/on-the-sea-
that-our-saviour-knew/query/Lakghows an Imperial Airways flying boat landing dretSea of Galilee for
the first time. That could of course have beeuraey flight.

Further information is given in an article in thew ZealandAuckland Star’of 11th February 1932 which
has the following article headédir Service to Tiberias™

‘The little town and harbour of Tiberias, on theaS# Galilee, 700 feet below sea level, is nowther first
time brought into regular high-speed communicatioth the outside world by the regular visits of Bigtish
flying boats on the Imperial Airways England — imdervice.’

The ‘Evening Post’of Wellington on 27th September 1932, prints aliclar dated ‘London 12th August’
which includes the statement:

‘The Imperial Airways flying-boats operating on thediterranean sections of the India air route now
actually alight on the Sea of Galilee ...’

It would therefore seem that Haifa Harbour was usg@lly on the new service, but was replacedtry Sea
of Galilee (aka Lake Galilee or Lake Tiberias)las flying-boat arrival/departure point in early 293

From service IE 160 which left Croydon on 16th Ad®32, the stop at Castelrosso was replaced Ipg stb
Rhodes and Limassol (Cyprus). Walker [1] stillersfto the Brindisi — Haifa section of the senacel that it
was flown by Kent flying-boaSylvanusalthough the Imperial Airways Summer 1932 timetasihowing the
new route does not mention Haifa. The cover inufdg is postmarked in Limassol on 19th April 1932,
addressed to Jaffa and has a Tiberias transit oradOth April. According to Peter Wingent [Bylvanus
left Athens on 19th April and arrived in Galilegédathat day and so the dates fit. However, tieeegain the
guestion of whether or not the flying-boat stoppée#iaifa.

The Cyprus service did not last long and from sertE 184 which left Croydon on 1st October, theteo
reverted to being via Castelrosso with the stopgRhatdes and Limassol being dropped. At the same tiira
route from Basra to Gwadar via Persia was changddras now via Bahrein and Sharjah [2]. The cowmer i
Figure 3 is postmarked in London on 1st Octoberiarabdressed to Bahrein where it was backstamped o
7th October and so was on this flight.

According to Walker [1]:

‘... on October 12, 1932, the landing at Haifa wam@lated, as was the overland car journey from blaif
Tiberias, and the Short S.17 Kent flying-boats flekand to alight on the waters of Galilee, somé 68et
below sea level.’
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Unfortunately, Walker does not give references lainave not been able to find support for his ddtevieen
Haifa was replaced and the information presentem/alsuggests that it was earlier than 12th October.
Perhaps some members of the IA Study Group canngire information on this.

First flight:Cyprus to /4
i
e R Demetri L.Anténiades Esq
j- P.0.B 16l
B Jaffa
Palestine

Figure 2: Cover flown Cyprus — Palestine in April 1932

By IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS. R. Brenard, Esq., P

2o . o/ o lesopotamia Persia Corp. Ltd.,
FIRST ARABIAN: .

AIR MAIL, Bahrein,

T e Perasian Gulf.
ENGLAND TO INDIA

VIA THE
ARABIAN COAST.

OCT. Ist. 1932

Figure 3: Cover flown London — Bahrein in October 1932

From service IE 199 which left Croydon on 14th Jagul933, the Indian route was again via Egypt smd
both Haifa Harbour and the Sea of Galilee ceasée iavolved [2].
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An air mail articlefrom 1969
By Stan Wheatcroft

AERIAL MESSENGER

Journal of the Aero Philatelic Club
Founded 1923 London
Volume 2 February 1969 (No. 11)

“GOLDEN JUBILEE OF HISTORIC FLIGHTS FROM ENGLAND TE&GYPT AND INDIA

In 1918 Air Vice-Marshal A.E. Borton (then a BrigadGeneral) piloted a Handley Page O/400
bomber from England to Egypt and then to India.

This is the first time an aircraft had flown frdimgland to a destination outside Europe.

These historic flights by Air Vice-Marshall Bortdmave not received the recognition they justly
deserve, taking place as they did along what is olwevof the great air trunk routes in the world.

For this reason The Aerophilatelic Club organiseteception at the British Museum with the co-
operation of Handley Page Ltd. and the British Munsd rustees, on November 30th, 1960.

Air Chief Marshal Sir Walter Dawson, chairman oérdlley Page Ltd presented a testimonial on
behalf of The Club to Mrs. D.O. O’Sullivan, who desed for her brother, A.V.M. Borton who was down
with “flu.’

Amongst those present being our President — PdBb®& our two Life Vice- Presidents — H. Eric
Scott and Francis J. Field, the president of Irsttomal Jetstream Corporation, U.S.A. — Mr. W. &teland
Group Captain R. ‘Jock’ Halley who flew the 4-ergginH.P. /1500 through to India shortly after Borto
flights.

THE EARLY ACHIEVEMNTS OF
AIR VICE-MARSHAL A. R. BORTON, CB, CNG, DSO, DL.

In 1911, Lieut. A.E. Borton of the Black Watch was leave from India and was one of a crowd
gathered at Dover in the hope of seeing some flginguropean aviators who were taking part in fBecuit
of Europe” races. The pilots had done their flyinghe morning as was customary in those daystlaeid
aircraft had been put away. Two officers from Bi&l.A.S. at Eastchurch volunteered to fly over Dosed
give demonstration flights during the afternoon foe benefit of the disappointed crowd. Their ngme
Longmore and Samson, were destined to become famawgation history.

Borton was so impressed that he went to the Bidstooplane company on Salisbury Plain to find out
how to fly. They said that all that was requireds#£75 and they would do the rest. His fatherigezi/the
money and Bristol did their part so that Borton vahke to complete the flying tests required and awassrded
Pilots Certificate No. 170 on the 10th January,219dur days before he was due to return to India.

Borton’s next home leave was in December 1913 anthén applied to be transferred to the Royal Blyin
Corps. He was put on the second course to be yuhebCentral Flying School at Upavon and was then
posted to No. 5 Squadron, Gosport.

He used to occasionally fly home and to circleeddfinear his father’'s house, three times, to enalvian to
get out and keep guard on the machine when he danééter one such visit Borton’s father had a piaq
made which now hangs on a shed and reads:
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Capt. A.E. Borton of the Black Watch and R.F.Chwiits brother of the King’s Royal Rifles as obsagvi
officer, sons of Lieut.-Col A.C. Borton of Chevenéynton landed on this ground in a Henry Farmapldme
during a reconnaissance from Brooklands, Surregbristmas Eve, 1914.

Borton saw service in France and towards the endhef 1914-18 war became the Officer
Commanding the Palestine Brigade of the R.F.C.this capacity he came back to England to ask for a
Handley Page 0/400 Bomber to be added to his comma&his was at first refused because such plarees w
much in demand for the Western Front. However @ofinally got his way and decided to fly the maghto
Cairo to demonstrate the possibility of ferryingupds and spares to the Middle East quickly andowitthe
danger of losses from submarine action.

For the journey spares had to be sent ahead aetvdanding ground made on the island of Crete.
Borton went to Cranwell, meeting his second piloajdd A.C.S. Maclaren and two mechanics Sergeants
Goldfinch and Francis. They were instructed imniya 0/400 but a new plane was collected fronfaeory
by Borton who flew it to Manston, whilst waiting rfmews that arrangements along their route had been
completed. On the 26th July they left ManstonHaris and their log was:-

28th July Manston-Paris

29th July Paris-Lyon

30th July Lyon-Miramas

31st July Miramas-Pisa-Rome

1st August in Rome

2nd August Rome-Vesuvius-Otranto
3rd August Otranto-Crete

4th-6th August  In Crete waiting for a ship patmbe arranged
for their route to Africa

7th August Crete-Mersa Matruh-Aboukir

8th August Aboukir-Cairo

General G. Salmond, commanding the R.A.F. in thedl East met the plane at Aboukir and flew in
it to Cairo.

The 2,600 miles flight was a military operation amds supposed to have been kept secret. It has
never received the recognition it deserves bothtlier distance covered and the fact that it wasfite
occasion an aeroplane had left England for a dmstim outside Europe and was therefore an important
milestone in the history of British Aviation.

The H.P. 0/400 was kept in Cairo until a suitadg@ortunity arose to use it in action in a manrestb
calculated to affect the course of the war in Redes The chosen moment was dictated by an urgleat
from Laurence of Arabia for action to prevent ther@an Air Force from bombing the Emir Faisal’s pso
Borton decided to add two fighters to Laurenceisds and bring up supplies for them in the 0/4@»
Borton, with Ross Smith as co-pilot, flew the plamepast the German aerodrome at Deraa with antexco
Bristol fighters and landed in the desert at areadmpoint. As Laurence rode out to meet Bortordsg an
excited Arab told him that they had won the warduse “the largest aeroplane in the whole worlddasse
to help us”.

Later when Allenby’s offensive opened the 0/40@cked telephone exchanges at Tul Keram and
Nablus which handled German messages. The 11#bthbs put the exchanges out of action at a critical
moment when the main battle was about to begin.

When the war ended General Salmond made a taiecxtensive Air Force Command and Borton
arranged for a flight to India. Another 0/400 Haakn flown out from England by Maclaren to carrytoa
work of reconnaissance and bombing which was bdonge plane by C.9861. With Salmond and Borton
went Ross Smith and Sergeants J.M. Bennett & Whier§

The Reconstructed Flight Log being:
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29th November Cairo-Ramleh ) 400 miles 5hrs. 45min
30th November Ramleh-Damascus )

1st December Damascus-Baghdad 495 miles 6hrsnsSOmi
4th December Baghdad-Basra )

5th December Basra-Bushire ) 480 miles

6th December Bushire- Bandar Abbas 400 miles 12hrs
7/8th December Repairing undercarriage

9th December Bandar Abbas-Charbah 300 miles 2brains.
10th December Charbah-Karachi 490 miles 6hrs.

11th December Karachi-Nasirabad 230 miles 6hnime)
12th December Nasirabad-Delhi 370 miles 6hrs. Smi
17th December Allahabad-Calcutta 480 miles 5HmiBs.

There is some doubt whether the Cairo-Baghdad stageflown in one day on 30th November as the times
reports of the 4th and 13th December contradict @mether on this point. Borton thinks that General
Salmond was brought from Cairo to Ramleh (Bortoméadquarters) and the flight proper started from
Ramleh. This could also explain the doubt as eopiane used for the flight was C9681 which migdneh
been used for the Cairo-Ramleh stage only; the nplaae being saved at Ramleh for the main flight.

It has been said that the origin of the idea fort@& & Ross Smith flying to Australia was in repty
Borton’s promise to take Ross Smith to see theu@@alCup; Ross Smith said “Then after that letly®h to
Australia and see the Melbourne Cup” and it isténj epilogue to this story to recount in Ross tBiai
words the part played by Air Vice-Marshal Bortorsurbsequent events.

“On our arrival in India General Borton communatwith the Air Ministry and asked permission to
charter a steamer to enable him to proceed to @&listto explore the route and arrange suitableitand
grounds. (This permission was given on the undedatg that the Treasury would not have to find any
money for it). | was to accompany General Bortontlois expedition as his staff captain and it was o
intention after surveying the route to return tdi# join up with our machine and continue theHtigo
Australia over the established course. The Indiavernment placed at our disposal the R.I.LM.S. Mint
This time we carried no petrol. The expedition weasarded with splendid success during the peridtree
months we were engaged in it. We visited Burma Réderated Malay States, the Netherlands Ind@se®
and Siam. Upon our return to India we were chagtito find that our machine had been taken up o th
north-west frontier to participate in a bombingerf§ive against the Afghans, and had been crasteedtorm.
(Note: it was not crashed but it was wrecked wh#sthered on the ground at Lahore). However, @arth
pangs were mitigated when we learned that the Aliestr Government had offered a prize of £10,00QHer
first machine manned by Australians to fly from don to Australia in 30 days.

Shortly afterwards General Borton was instructedeturn to London by sea to report on the route.
This opened up the avenue of transport for myselfray two mechanics.

General Borton was very keen to join in the flightAustralia but not being an Australian he was
debarred from entering the competition. He vendki approached Vickers Limited and asked therhéfyt
would supply a machine for this flight. At firdidy refused to do this, but after General Bortomted out
that | had already done a considerable amountraf thstant flying and had been over nearly the eholte
as well as assisted in pioneering it, they finatipsented.”

Left
Air Vice-Marshal A.E. Borton.

Right
A HP 0/400.
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TheBritish trans-Atlantic service, 1940
Material provided by John Symons

John has discovered that it is possible to download documents directly from The National Archive website. Two
examples relating to the British trans-Atlantic service follow. However, he says that it is difficult to locate the
documents and he seldom finds the same ones when he visits the site for a second time! I too have had the same
experience.

John has retyped the two documents, which are Ref.: CAB 67/5/30 and ate reproduced with permission ©
National Archives.

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJE STY'S GOVERNMENT

SECRET.

W.P.(G)(46) 80. COPY NO. 13

13™ MARCH, 1940.

WAR CABINET.
TRANSATLANTIC AIRMAIL SERVICE.

Joint Memorandum by the Minister of Information
and the Post Master General.

1.  While we do not, in view of the urgency of Servi ce reasons, raise

any objection at this juncture against the Secretar
proposal to withdraw for Service uses the aircraft
have been available for a resumption this summer of
Atlantic Air Service, nor to make any definite repr
like to submit our point of view and our concern.

2. We believe that it is of particular value in the
affairs to develop to the utmost all links between
North America, of which the Transatlantic Air Servi
one. The partnership between the U.S.A., the UK, C
has been responsible for the North Atlantic Air Ser

of great intrinsic value. but was significant as a
collaboration obtaining between kindred democracies

3. Considerable prestige for Britain can be obtain
share in the Transatlantic Air Service and we feel
advantage could have been obtained thereby. Moreove
British News and Pictures in the North American Pre
that of German ones, depends largely on relative sp

so that this country could be losing an important p

a speedy British Air Mail Service direct from the B
America were long absent.

4. We are also impressed with the importance of th
safety as well as speed which would characterise a
Service across the Atlantic and with the postal sig

The good will of American Commercial and Press Repr
is its constant interest to cultivate, is as much d

postal facilities as on any other single factor.

5. The Clipper Service working from Lisbon is sche
Sunday and Wednesday mornings. Owing to the refusal
over Spain the Sunday connection leaves London on F
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duled to leave on
of permission to fly
riday afternoon by air




to Paris, thence by surface to Lisbon. The Wednesd
London on Monday and goes by Air France via Marseil
The Service is moat irregular. The average time fro

is 10 days and Mails have taken 29 days. Part of ou
times not been taken aboard, but left to accumulate

6. The North Atlantic Service of last summer, thou
two months, carried on the average 750 Ibs. mails,
20,000 postal packets, and was being increasingly u

7. The United States Air Mail is considered to be

in War than in Peace time since it should provide a
service as compared with 7 — 9 days by sea and is u
of important documents. Moreover, War conditions ma
intermittent and unreliable.

8. We think it right that our point of view should
on record at the time the Cabinet considers the Sec
proposal.

We greatly regret that the British Air Service acro
will not continue this year.

We strongly hope that this service will be resumed

practicable.

(Initialled) J.CW.R.

G.O.T.

Richmond Terrace, S.W.1.
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF
HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT.

SECRET
WP (G) (40) 193.
22 July 1940.

WAR CABINET.

BRITISH TRANSATLANTIC AIR SERVICE

COPY NO. 56

MEMORANDUM BY THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

The re—establishment of a British Transatlantic Air
would have considerable value from the point of vie
prestige, particularly in America, as already evide
prominence given to the subject in the Press.

There would be considerable advantages from the ca
mails by such a service.

1. The present Transatlantic Air Mall Service is p
American Clipper flying boats between New York and
British service provides a connecting link between
United Kingdom twice a week. At the best the time o
from London to New York is 2 days; but the connecti
uncertain as the Clipper frequently leaves one or t
schedule, and mails are, moreover, liable to be lef
through lack of capacity on the Clipper Service.

During the past two months the average time of tra
air mails from London to New York has been 5 days:
service transmission to New York within 1% days wou
assured. The saving in time would be particularly v
urgent official mail. It should be borne in mind th
times of travel to the United States we have the ap
of East to West transit.

2. Payment is due to be made in gold francs to the
for United Kingdom Mails by the Clipper Service at
about £240,000 a year. Only a portion of the 1,800
present sent each week by the Clipper Service could
to the British service, but so far as the mails wer
out-payments to the United States would be saved an
of dollar exchange would be avoided.

3. The proposed British service would be of specia
Canada and Newfoundland, which would be served en r
correspondence for these countries sent by the Clip

to be sent via New York and forwarded thence by air
transport.

(Initialled) W.S.M.

GENERAL POST OFFICE
22 July, 1940.
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Thejoy of publishing
By Ed Wolf

Shortly after | had finished my first book on thelti Carthusian,” | was contacted by Sue Burn whiorimed
me that she had a cover not listed by me. Thattkafirst good response and | have since added Soger
to the list and amended the total count of covemsif accordingly.

The main theme of the book, other than descrildiegjourney in detail, was to “set the record stiligfter
so many had taken a wrong turn along the way.

I then had a correspondence with Laurence Kimptoa was able to point out that he had another twerso
not mentioned in the book so again | adjusted thmbers and made a note of what Laurence had addbd t
store of knowledge.

In a further correspondence Laurence kindly sentirnepy of a cover - the point of this story. Whevrote
the book | was frustrated by the fact that moshaust don’t supply the source of their informati@ne such
author was the well known John Firebrace who addechat | had, by stating that MacLaren was assiste
the Royal Navy engineers in getting off the groaftdr a landing near Ormara. There was no menficuch
assistance in the report by MacLaren himself noMagEwen his passenger or his co-pilot CaptaineiRob
Halley. What was the source of this additional infation? Laurence's illustration of the cover pded the
answer.

i AT ¥

B R e e iy G,

T43

Gordon Anstee in an interview with Capt. Halley ®060 years after the event made mention of a specif
cover that had been carried in Halley’'s pocket ihgvhissed being loaded in the mail bag when thely tif
from Bandar Abbas. This was a cover said to beesdad to Major Carroll's son in Mussoorie, IndiawN
Major Carroll is known to have put up both Gend&aiton and General Salmond when they made thenoCai
to Delhi trip in November - December 1918. At Bandabas for whatever reason Carroll acted as hodt a
asked Salmond and Borton to sign two covers whietadidressed to his wife at Mussoorie. They complied
and both of those covers are currently in the pHitamarket. So we can at least establish thatdBavas at
Bandar Abbas and any cover he sent would have emted from that spot.

Back to the cover to his son. This cover accordinbaurence Kimpton appeared in 31 October 1985t
Phillips Sale as lot 743 and because they illustidt he was able to make a decent copy of thetittion
and sent it to me to try and work out what othésrimation there was on it.

Because | had a good knowledge of the event byihmas possible to transcribe most of the inforomts
shown below. At some later stage Carroll retrietlegl cover which was actually addressed to MissyBett
Carroll who would appear to be his daughter rathan his son but nevertheless it was likely to he a
offspring. He also wrote its history on it.
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There are two distinctly different styles of handing on the cover as can be seen, but the irttegething is
the information that is recorded. We could well sagt Carroll and the other writer, spoiled the exoby
writing all over it but then he could do with it be liked.

My transcription attempt.

Letter for my son (enclosed).

This is the only letter carried all the way by ais Lt. Halley carried it in his pocket. All othenails
taken off by Crocket sent from Karachi. Halleyysthwith the plane & later managed to get plane to
fly to Karachi P.T.O.

The Carthusian (aeroplane)

The Carthusian (aeroplane) flying from England malih arrived at Bandar Abbas S. Persia on 10th

January 1919. Left Bandar Abbas on 11th Jany farakhi but on the way developed engine trouble &
came down at Charbar on Mekran Coast. A cruises went from Karachi to rescue the party. Took
Major MacLaren & General MacEwen off but left orfficer behind along with certain R.N. mechanics.

A few hours after cruiser had left, other partyt le€hind managed to get the engines working & with
great difficulty took off. The ground being veryrpy & broken. The aeroplane eventually managed to
reach Karachi a few hours before the cruiser hadtlom 17th January 1919. The pilot who had this
letter in his pocke& this plane to Karachi posted it in the Karachid?.on 17th January Pilot's name:

Lieut Halley ....... old: pds Note: So this envelope is the only one flowrtral way to Karachi. N.B.
When the cruiser took Brig.General MacEwen & MajbacLaren on board they also took the bag of
letters.

For those who have read the log of MacLaren anccBMeen it will come as a surprise to read that atiogr
to Major Carroll

1. Crockett carried the mail - actually Sgt. Crocletttyed behind and thus did not carry the mail.

2. Halley flew the plane - actually MacLaren flew fhlane rather than Halley who was busy pumping
fuel.

3. The aircraft landed at Charbar — it actually landedr Ormara,

4. MacLaren and MacEwen left the aircraft and camerijser to Karachi - actually MacLaren stayed
with the aircraft as did Capt, Halley and they iestfione mechanics Sgt. Smith.

5. Mentions the help of the Royal Navy personnel -mehtioned by MacLaren who claims that his
own mechanics fixed the engines.

So now we know the source of Firebrace’s informmatids Carroll was not present when the events he
describes occurred, he must have received thignnafiilon from someone else at a later stage and then
recorded it for posterity on his own envelope. Meyris a fickle thing and does not always reflezlity.

I would sincerely like to thank both Laurence angk $or helping unwind the various loose ends instiogy.



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2QEsue 43)

Imperial Airways
Early Daysin Africa
By John Symons

Sometime in late January 1931 a number of Impekiavays (IAL) employees arrived in Egypt, most
probably Port Said, disembarking from the Nippons&iu Kabushiki Kaisha (Japan Mail Shipping Line)
steamerFushimi Maru. They remained in Cairo for a couple of weeks keefilying from Heliopolis to
Khartoum. The aircraft which took them south wohkive been one or other of the two Short S8 Calcutta
flying boats, theCity of Khartoum or City of Salonica which were being pre—positioned at Khartoum. From
there they would fly the final stages south to Mm&anAmongst the personnel was one who made a
photographic record of the flight both in the aidaon the ground, a record which was added todrettsuing
months and years. Many of the photographs illusttee life experienced by these employees of IAL in
Egypt, Sudan and Central Africa. This life is payed, combined with the environment in which they
worked, in the photographs reproduced below.

The Flight South

On the flight south a number of photographs wekerigfrom the air on the stage from Cairo to Khamtou
which clearly illustrate the hostile terrain ovehieh the aircraft were expected to operate. It eextainly no
place for land based aircraft in an emergency. Sdugience of photographs opens with one featunmd\ile
where on one bank agriculture predominated. Fhgogth this would have been the east bank. On the
opposite bank cliffs rose steeply to a high platesith only a narrow strip of fertile land immedt
adjacent to the river bank.

Just how steep and rugged was this escarpmenhanc
plateau above can be seen in the second photogr
As with the first, there is no record as to wherese
were taken, although the most likely locations &
between Cairo and Luxor. In this second photogral
the River Nile appears in the background, the aftc
at some point having crossed the river, no doubt
avoid following a loop in its flight south. It is
impossible to use these photographs in conjunct
with modern maps and satellite images to determ
the locations illustrated given the extensi
engineering works involved in the construction of

-y y additional dams and lock systems which have been
undertaken since the photographs were taken.

In the third of this sequence of photographs (ahove
the photographer provides the first invaluable clue
when he makes the positive identification the aiitcr

is flying over the Valley of the Kings, and therefo
just to the north of Luxor, where IAL would land if
requested, or as the timetable states ‘Calling by
Arrangement’, or the alternative ‘If conditions pétr
and inducement offers’.
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There seems to be no break in the arid landscdgefourth photograph illustrates the continuous@nee of
the escarpment on the west bank of the Nile. Aer@sting aside is the fifth photograph (below) rehene
City of Wellington is intercepted by a Fairy IlIF biplane of the Royat Force. This aircraft was probably
serving with No. 47 Squadron at Khartoum. Notedtfierent strut and bracing used on the two wirgf$ of
the Calcutta. That on the port wing is mountedvem $ubstantial formed struts, whilst that on tregtstard is
mounted on a much flimsier construction. This ageanent has been seen on other illustrations oStuost
Calcuttd. Does anyone know why this should be?

The Calcuttas completed their initial flight at Ktoaum, there to await the arrival of IAL’s inauglusgrvice,
flight AS1, due to arrive in the early afternoon7dhf March. On the following day the flight contedisouth
with the scheduled departucé the City of Khartoum set for 05.05 hours for Mwanza! At this point the
sequence of aerial photographs taken on the fighth from Cairo comes to an end.

IAL Ground facilities

If one is to believe IAL’'s advertising no otherlaie then operating could match the comfort or afeg of
their modern fleet of aircraft, and where stopsewverade at major cities passengers could expeceto b
accommodated in only the best of hotels. The
same could not said for the many calls made on
the route across Africa. A glance at the place
names where landings were made would quickly
make the passenger realise he or she was not
going to find a first class hotel or dining room.
On most days flying down through Africa the
aircraft would arrive at a stopover at a
convenient place for lunch. The two photographs
below graphically illustrate the type of facilities
provided. Although there is no indication of a
menu that showing a laid table would seem to
illustrate it was some form of packed meal given
the box positioned by each seat. The photogragheoflining tent was at Aswan, but the locationhef kaid
table was not identified, the photograph beingtleti Awaiting arrival of N/bound’ (northbound).

Just as there were the facilities for dining, ser¢hwere rest houses at some stops. These on tile ware
more substantial buildings and that at Wadi Hatfald well have provided overnight accommodatiorhe T
left hand photograph below is of the Wadi Halfat tesuse, while that on the right is that at Porli.Behe
photographer made special mention of the stuffedatiles that were placed on the veranda.
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First class facilities were to be found at othepping places, such as Shepherd’s Hotel, Gaivhere luxury
and opulence were the expected. There can beddtlet where possible IAL provided the best avédabut
then that is what their passengers would expecbti#dr night stops en route to Mwanza there walimgto
match such magnificence as is apparent in the ghagbs that follow.

T

The photograph on the left below is the hotel &aJuvhilst that on the right is the one at Khartodimat at
Juba has all the appearances of a barrack blodseak the one at Khartoum is much more attraci®tein

luxurious gardens, and more in keeping with thegeous architecture. In the bottom right corneare¢h
appears to be what looks like a coach. Could italkang passengers to IAL's jetty prior to embaratand

departure?

At most stops passengers would be taken to theaftitlty a launch, the property of IAL. The one abd is
illustrated in the photograph below. In use it ited with a canopy, essential protection agathst ‘mid-
day sun.’

These photographs, copied from two contemporanynadh illustrate a world apart from travel experenof
today. While flying in the 1930s, particularly ow&ee more remote regions of the Empire, was ndiout its
risks yet it had an appeal for its novelty, elegaand wherever possible, the ultimate in comfdrhe IAL
fleet of aircraft may not always have been the mustern, or the fastest, but the company did gt on
providing the highest quality of service wherewsraircraft flew.



June 2013 (Issue 43) Imperial Aire/&azette

The final photograph, above, shows the Short S&udal flying boat G-AASXIity of Khartoum being
beached at Omdurman on the west bank of the Rivlier Nt was there IAL had their operating base,
complete with hangers and other maintenance ressurc

! (see Desertblooms photographic portfolio <httpmiwflickr.com/photos/39411748@N06/6119330785/>)
2 http://www.filmapia.com/sites/default/files/filmagpub/place/shepherds.jpg

An unusual first flight cover
By Peter Wingent

At first sight the cover illustrated below is sim@ run of the mill commercial cover. It has a Emeth Post
Office, Mauritius datestamp of 29 May 1937 and@ked at the 60 cents per 10 grm. ‘via South Afriate.

It was carried by the K.P.M. shifpoutman, which sailed from Port Louis on 30 May and arriedurban on
5 June. It would then have been placed aboart Ahdlying boat Courtier which departed Durban at 10.39
on 6 June and arrived Southampton at 14.28 ontie This was service AN453: the first northbotiyahg
boat service from Durban. This is the first itenonfi Mauritius | have seen carried by AN453.

N

BY AR MAIL
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| .A. barometer post card

Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan recently obtained this very unusua item of |.A. publicity and kindly sent scans of the front and

reverse, which are shown below.

Writing to me in March, Duncan said the sky has a distinctly pinkish tinge for rain! The routes on the back
show that it dates to 1931 after the East African route had opened but before the South African extension was
in operation. When you read thisin June | hope the pink will have changed to blue!

PICTORIAL BAROMETER

% "'—‘vﬁ? e AR

" SHY IS BLUE= THE WEATHER WILL BE ORY
| WHEN THE SKY IS PINK - RAIM MAY BE EXPECTED f
| = LILAC COLOUR IMOICATES A CHANGE —

BUT NEVER MIND THE WEATHER
FLY THERE BY
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First East Africa service ~mail to British Somaliland
Material provided by John Symons and Bill Colley

John Symons sent me scans of the front and reeétbe very unusual cover which is shown belowwdis
flown on service AN1 and is franked at the 7d.%enz. air mail rate to K.U.T. John noted that agg53 of
Bill Colley’s “East African Airmails” book, first dition (page 42 of second edition) referring to tinst East
African service Bill wrotey'... surely one of the most unusual destinationsnfi@il on this service was from
the U.K to Shiekh, British Somaliland. It has tfansit mark of Kampala 9.3.31, then took six waekgach
its final destination.”

It can be seen that John’s cover is inscribed t@&Postmaster, Kisumu” and has two Kisumu backstam
one of 10 March: the day of arrival of AN1, and thither of 26 March, most probably the day it was &g
train to Mombasa to connect with a ship to Berbetzere it arrived on 13 April.
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il ——— x =t

|
AFHICA,

- . L .-J..I_'I.!d-"‘tl I“:.]J.";ur‘Ll':_L.i.‘_‘
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| sent Bill Colley details of John’s cover and hiedly sent me a colour copy of the sheet showisgcbver to
Berbera, which is shown below. It makes for aer@sting comparison with John’s because it is ibedr
“Clo the Postmaster Port Bell” and the Kampala bakp of 9 March is the day of arrival of AN1.

The routing inscriptions on both covers were folkoby the postal authorities and it is interestongote that
whilst John’s cover remained at Kisumu for at leb8tdays, the Berbera backstamp of 13 April shdws i
arrived there one week before Bill's cover whicls laaBerbera backstamp of 20 April. This cover iieeth

at Kampala for four weeks and one day (Kampalastiatep of 7 April on front).

Clearly both covers were sent by the same persddam and Bill would be very interested to knowtlier
items are known. | wonder if any were sent bysame person via C/o Postmaster Mwanza.

The First Service

Great  Britain — East Africa.

1931

- T Tl gl e i
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Imperial Airwaystimetables
Material provided by Stafford Burnett-Hurst

Stafford very kindly sent copies of two Imperiaiiays timetables. The first, dated March 193&higwn in
full. For the second, shown on pages 40 and 4tve shown only the front and back and the timetabl
because the other pages are common to both itdtasy thanks to Stafford for sharing these valuatiid
informative items with us.

THE MAIN OFFICES AND AIR PORTS OF
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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m-h‘hnd H'Irh the Campany’s label "Wanted an Yoyage' uul:.' wﬂl Im a at

lae siight stugm alemg the route, and i disic oo meerests pooengers are osked

Ihlnrl. by wne sudnosse elfecis which they will nr]_uh'; ta e durtng the

Bisapgsun d4 repistorsd o the Company's stacion rhare helare em-
lrhlunn and n Napesge Cleck aflins| 1o e passenger’s tickot inLmre
will bt_hmdud aver af the port ol desination to the bearer of ils bageage cleck, aisl
e sare Lhat iy cheok dom ot (rass inte onaathorized s
{hmn:m cannul aceepl

eryabinald ¢
thz:r u'ndjr Iu.v: hlli.l'[:uh'r i i|h|.il:|;ilhnll' hjlpl;lu. The AN LIS

e pmall nricles, baaps, Tincoan,
RSO | wsebves cary.
SURFACE TRAMSPORT
16, Trasssonr Brrvers A Ponr asio Tnum. Thesaghnae the Bmpire poutn,
tranupart between towen Al -'l.lr Pnrll. al sver neema, i pruvided wherever neceasary
by the Catrpaany without ul.rn
Hubject o necomadabin lr'.lﬁhhl!m ithe oomveyanc ug:nm " [rieuc
and mt'r-r-twnd m:hnﬁiprl'i'nn al a neminal chiarge, detaida will L sapplial
by the station coneermes]
17, DeEranTume. errrn.l“ the loading of the aeroplane or Bying-loar b eom ulﬂ
Fiwr mimstes befinre 1he FHH Vi e ﬂrllqldurrum Parsen Are regues)
al s Akr Port ar ﬂt.ln:r wlasce i mdlﬂr i aq‘hww il
the appainted fime of depariure 1o mlhlv hulllllrl |n:.||.|.di1¢ pazsport) formaliies
lnltenmplciul wuhnr thee z2rvice leaves an rne §|Ih| kil & pradcoger ardive foa lais
Inr:hudl i L I stk I'h I-l1 rl.|.|'|:||.||'.q:|:Ii r
Ly Wﬂﬁnmﬂ ?|E|1IID i rﬂ'.-'lm Targ padd can be enters
eaened, P-!MF‘#H Lomidun loave Iy car from the d.:ﬂu.n.u.l.-: n.lu]nu il .'Ih-r
ﬁ'\r-l".l.whn: lml]':r:pmﬂlu Tacdne the T I Prepari
plafiem at Victora Siaion, 1 LA I‘:.l.ru'upnu j:ul.nlhq; the wrvicn at rnl:u:r
poerta il be ol whien beokdayg, tha jelace ol depare

GENERAL INFORMATION

L Mpary o Boaso vion Am Twes. Onooll the Empire: Serviess spersted ly
Liperlal Alewaye, el iaken aboased the air Beem or an the grond at intorenediae
sapn are nedudeld in ke fare,

10. Mumer Srore. 1 nre i i e grviem cmammrated I.u I.hll tinae-tnhle
sperul the night either in o Jnﬂrn:l a rosthouse provided I:r fal Aleways
Ilhlr'ﬂrr:ll'-l eil campanio arld.lheunL of teis saad the mesls s winchaded
i 1hie Tarn,
o Ermmaner. The Accident Tnsurnnce mie fop Alr Teavel by Impcrial Airways
wiud eeetain Amnciated Compaiet sde are nos L'I.m'nnluu]br IH lnuupnd_
Al sintions on Linpotal Adrenys’ routes are ahle o elfecd A Ip
e fusnn for oo e arvd {a unl th.l ihu.l.ualnq-q
Imw]h'r!.m nl ndtﬂtl.m.&mdu Ik per dny
Lron0; s o al1 Kinls fincl E:mu.ﬁl. p-n-ﬂlr
l-ﬂ'.l..l.m ot Life poficies Inelwlc 4|r|‘ lmwa wil extra cha

Luggage may e hulrﬂl at liw rajes
a1, Comnssigy Crveass. Farihe nnuwn{wn r;mm travelling on the Enspl
services, & spstem of eurency woug Tmperind Abrways. J.ll
WWMN ufud. tlﬂiwrmd:npm books o e, a1 £3 1w od,
winid enihe v wluumlnn]nurmmu.ln‘p

al Imperial Alrwars J\? wnmmel [ hll
pemsisian 4 the lllrrm.rm on of bils jouwrsey will be mm‘h |h.n Ly,

Pasengers will (g PONE & great il @ wowrco ol coomomy.
oz, Swoiisim, Meether, IJJI law nur e rubes of the Companny allow smoking in any of
the Clompany's nireralt, cithor on the pound, e ithe water, o m tha #ir,
2y, Chramasminn The Company caonmot be rapansibla far I
el eyene of quaraming restrictinns bein any ;I.p-,g H-.
raubes, The Capain eansernml may it hftdhm:dm wmil o rall ot any dtation, is
L eveiid ol cxheing or aniiclpated quarntios resric i auch dnsanaen the
Commpa iy i vkalils 1o eceps rmrmﬂhlutp for any delay aF inssnvenizacn or lom of
bedisea weitlch may el T oo ‘overscarrlage” the posenger may be
wallel ugeny t puay aibditinnnl expemses which the Company ingur,
24, LanciLaton asn VMI-TW Al limns cerindn Govermmeni fmmom
lasjans wicls vegard 1o fnecalation o id vaceinstion, and heace Sumcr:au destioag
PaREninIE A Emetme cequiced o poses Geapes af inoculation ud,l'nr
waecinatin, Full partioulars may be olitained o1 wny nl' the Company's statians

[1::!-. [emn 307 |h-r|‘d'|||1nlrd Sheld uwmﬂ;ﬁmuﬂ n!lnrnu .

Ve in in ur:ﬂnu rged {even ihoagh

nurmnﬂgr lmmu h lh-t i omee Cllnese [ .mun:l I:'her wuh any l-.lt:h.hu-rnl
L.- Inhurmd Inml'-rlﬁll! l"im'rmlm:lfllﬁ be deldied (o e plul T, anl

may froen the proporticn of e lre or deposis due 1o be refnded,

lu. lmwmmbmthmﬂmmm be iande .wil:.u; For travel

m s m‘ o tenenship l..in:- Eﬂnﬂhrm umrlhtnll‘prt, He-banki Ilﬂﬁld:
1 CANCE T g mutwa) llnl-l-ﬂ- l'ﬂ-l‘-'}“ bﬂ

by those Stcanship Lines, (Detaibs upon spplicaiion), e -

BAGGAGE INFORMATION

n.:mmmrmsuﬂ-ua.hn
12, Hanoans of ihe by mor’ hage

Eagn meust nond oifien be carri %
'Mm_h mwmmu::w Hﬂ:-hﬂd.mm n:!nnl-runﬁln.

25, Fi Ade Winnites. Arranatos, Pasengors taking firesrms, wirsles ol

m—nﬁ_h.l.: ar bﬂ: aluoane nmnl:l.u wbroad are udod that there are semriciions on
thi mun-nﬁlnn i gerisin counkries, a ruI indarmatian with mgand o the
Batioos may b olitained Trom the {':-nmuuv'j stations. The earriage ol ammuniting,
explonives, or any furen of ikl mateslal fn prohilses],

a6, Claknenas. Pamsempers are worned thae thern. ase vostrictions in fures by certabn
Ciovernmenis with regusel 1o tie faking ul'ph.uwgulplu Fedien 1be akror va she groasmd,
o wver French, Halian, Greek nsd Egyprion tereitory, gers will he
w al (hese vestricthua anid than will be uhuj i lsanal their cameras to the
Captalsalthe air liner in which they are travelling, The cumeras will bs carrind in
& wealed bag over the pealiflited aron and afieswards retaraed oo their renees,

a7 %-n'm Imperial Adrvays does not carry Ovestock on e Empire pasenges
=l Horris, Tle names of persans Eﬁ mmmndqd }nwﬁ!nmmnﬂ

hile a1 each of "sstntiisa

served by Dimpesad .ﬂ.ihn;n ithe Ca
Airways will arcange hoaet resrvaiion i regusleed,
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AFRICA SERVICE

SOUTH

ENGLAND—EGYPT, EAST AFRICA,

AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA, EAST AFRICA, EGYPT
—ENGLAND

Peparture aud Arrival Tiser }gﬁ‘
{ Local Standard) g

Afrwny  Terminus, Loondon,
Erigland i
Air Port of London, [‘mydm:.
Englend 1
Parin, Gare de Lyon;, France
By &
Parls 1o Brindis Eag b
Brindisi, fealy
L] L) . " "
Athens, Greeee . ,
Alexandria, Egst . By
Cairo nic i & -
Wadi Halla, Sudlan
*Ehartoum . By
£l Lo +
Juba h . By
Enteble, Cpanda .
Kisamu, Kempa Calony

i
-|-Kiml-ur]cy. Cinge Propimee
'I'L:'.'J]:L‘ Tevn -

Wed. & Sat,
- [ arr. Thurs. Sun. Morn. | 1352
dep. o, - ofino
dep.. 4 s TZuDD | TRI

. |dep. Fri., Mon. og.30 I
.| dep " 13.05 | 3047
. | dep, Sat.,, Tues, ofiq4s

ldepe ., oBys | 4us2
dep W 5 r3aAe | 4709

Mokt i . h HET. = e Even. | gHEG
" 5 : . [dep Mon., Thurs, og.00
Dodomn, Tangmyike Territory . | dep. . w  hian | sasB
Mbeya I o H:u . [ o Ewen 5044
iy . | dep. Tues,, Fri. o730
].imk:rl Hill, .n"l‘ Rhsdesz - [deps . o (teao | Gosy
Salishary, & Rhodecra . By |, 5 w _Even, | Bags
" " i . |dep. Wed., Sat. o750
Bulawayn o SIE. T - S— b5 | BBo
+Tohiannesbuirs, Tm.muuﬂ h - A o Aftn. | Fosg

. | dep. Thurs,, Sun.o7.ry

<ldeps W oDy | Tasy
I I - o Al | Hby

dep. Tues., Fri. 11.45
dep. . 1330

dep. o w IR | %85

T S w Even. | 2508
dep. o w0530 | 2
BT " " Even. 3'i=ﬂ

BT v Lvem. | £207
dep, Sun., Wed. og.00

A el will be made at the

offers and citcumstoness permil @ AsUT, LUXoe, asuas (Exghd),
wowrt, MALAKAL (Swdan), amisiia, sosn (| Tengapoba), s,
utsaka (N Rbodasa), rroressoone | Trassooel),

foltowing places i inducement

Departure gl Arrived Tines *‘;’;'f:
G‘{Tm

{£seal Standard)

+Cape Town, Cape Provinge . | dep. Tuoes., Fri. o.oo
FRimberley - dep. o R ) | 538
fJohannesbung, Traioned l,u e, T w Even.| Hio
. |dep. Wed,, Sat. ofi.on
lluhnm?n,.? .'i'.l'rdcﬂ-_u'd . . |dep. o lragd 1o
Salisbury o . |depe o Eeao| 2480
Broken Hill, ¥, .E‘.Mna By [are « Ewen.| ilioh
. |dep Thurs. Sun. a4.30
M'bc:,-n, 'Iha_gwrh Tereitory, . |depe o 1585 ] 2319
Dadoma dep. o 145 | abos
Mairohi, Kewa E'ni'a.rg h arrl e w Evon.| =077

" 4 a . |dep. Fri., Mon. og.oo
Fodsumi = . . |depe = 11,10 | 2154
Entebbe, Uganda . dep. o w1340 3311

Juba,  Smdan By are. o, w Even.| 3646
. _l oF ‘ drp Sat., Tues. o7.00
*Khartoum,, - o By |amn o, Even. | 4405
“ B : ¥ dep. Sun., Wed. 05,45
Wadi Halla,, . 2 . |dep o B30 4846
Luxor, gyt = oo B |ARE a  Even.| giab
- - ; . . | degr. Mon., Thurs, of.oo
Caire o : depe. w 13451 5443
Abcxandria, Eg_rﬁl o By (w5 w Even.| 5555
" T - . |dep. Tues., Fri. ofi.oo
Athens, Greece . - . ldepe w Tdgo | Br4a
Rrineisi, laly . - - w  Even. | Bsrr
o (Moritime) By & (depe wo MG
o toPars . B B Wed . & Sat. |

Paris;, Gare de Lyon, Franee , | are, Thurs., Bun, ofi.g5 | 3658
Alr Purt of Pans, Le Bnurm:t

Framre - dep. D030
Air Port of Lnﬂ:lnn, Eltryd.l:ln
England Bl | EL e o Thgh| 7863

Adrwiy 'I:rmmul, Vlclm’m,|
Londion, Eaglaad . . BRI S L

1 1

A call will be made ot the following places il ndueement oifers

andl circumstances permit: mwreesnuns | Trameed), LISARA,

umka [N Rhodeda), scomm, anusHa {Tangameifa), MALAKAL,
rosTT {(Snudan), Asstras, asiore (Egiil).

By = A pamsenger spends the night at this port or in the train, B = by rail,

* There is a weekly connexion 1o and from Nigeria (Kano) by way of El Obeid, El Fasher, Geneina, Abesher, Ati, Fort Lamy, and Maidugari.
Thiks service is wsed at preient only for the carciage nl'ma.ll

]

T Operated by South Afiean Alrways.
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Regarding the December 1934 timetable, shown @natidl the next page, Stafford wrdtdnfortunately the
reference number on the back page was not copted.underneath the line ‘Published by Imperiafuays,
Ltd., London’ and reads ‘IA/ABC/81 100m 12/34 Stsidr Stafford asks what does ‘Stuarts’ refer to?

| should also point out that the date on the fromter reads only, “1 January.” Unusually, the yisanot
given but it was 1935. As such it provides theesithes for the first duplicate services on the &ni route.

SOME OF THE OFFICES AND AIR PORTS
OF IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

CHREAT NAMTAIN:
LONDON

HENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE
FFICES, PARSENGER DEDTAR-
URE ﬁ] ATIONN ANMND FREIGET
RECEFTTON OFFICE
Adrway Terminms VictonsSiatbon 5.9, 1
TFeirpbane: Victiriz gai ¢ {Tay amd Right
Fetgrame: Impairlim London
WEST END ROODEING OFFICE
Adrwayy House, iy
[P — 1
Fleplimme: Victarin weee
Telegramer Tsigialellen Lasidim

iries airest, Lower

The Air 'oet o Landon, Crovdon
n' fepiomrs Crovdoe g493
Telegrame: Flyimg Croydon

FHANCE:
FARI

UENTRAL ADMEINISTHRATIVE
AND BOOKING OFFICE
Airwava Houe, 38 Avenue d: BT
Trisptaner Tairthoat Bowo /i bz by
T riegrems: Flhyng Paris
PARSENGER DEPARTURE STA-
L FREICGHT RECEIFTION

Alrway J:luuu ar, e dew Tealiers

Felephaner Taltlwnit Gosofi 2 fa (Day
aral-Mighi)
Tolegrame: Flying Pari

BELLIUM
SRLSERLST g Riae 81 Michel

Peleptacs: Wrinscly § yHiy.fa
Fitegrann: Flying Teuaseds

ITALY
HRENINET Tperind Adrways, 1d-mu '
tlivile Telephave: Brindin 1o

Fetegramr: Flying Wrimdis

GHREECE
A TTHENS: Tmperal Adewave, Phalern
Hay Air Port Tlepane: £d Phalermos
gk, - Telepramat Fly ang Ak

EGYPT

-I.n'J' KANDAFA: Impesinl \.||1| i,
Air Port; Ras-el-Tin, P08 Box
]'rJr-ﬁmr Alesnoilrla 7490

gremi; Airway Alesandria

CAMRGE Imperial Abrways, Helispolis
A e Teleghans: Guugi's
Tlegrama: Alrways Cafro

ANGLO-EGYFTIAN SUDAN
FHARTOLM: Leperial Alrways, Bhar-
e Ao roe
Telegremr: Flying Eharicum

FLIRAr Iinperial Adrways, Jula
Telegrawr: Frying Juba

UGANDA
KAMPALA: Imperial Ajrways, Kame-
sl elrprame? Flying Kampals

RENYA COLDNY
NAIROES: Tmpeerial J|.I|a-:.:|'s Rhodes
Haizss, Gt Avense fnr‘ihlu alhijs
Telegeaws; Flying MNairoh)

TANGANYIEA TERRITORY

DM A: Trperanl Abrwayy, Dedoma
Telsgramy: Fiving Dudomn

MORTHERN RHUODESIA

RRONEN HILL: tmpooal Aocways,
Nraken HOI Aerodrome
Tolrgramr: Fiving Broden Hill

SOUTHERN RHODESIA

SALISBLETY: Imperial Kirvways, Sals
bury Aeroibriume
Falrgramyr Flying b\.'nh:!.hlln

Hl"l’.lFI.vH"!.l lmponal Adeeap, Al
bany House, Main Streed

Tielrphone: !Iulu.;g. § SO

Talegrumr: Flying !Iul.n.:!..l

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA

FOMANNESHIRG: Imperial Adrways,
The Adr Porc ol fobsnnesbaog {Gers
mrmion ) Telepbone: Clermaton si-11590)
Telegranus Flying |o'burg
KIMBERLEY: Imperiasl Airvays, Kim-
herfey Arrodmme

Teleprame: Flying Kimberlsy

CAPE TOWYN: lompeial Alrway,
Wingfield Aerodeomn

Tolepheoore §=T5

Telrprames Flying Capa Town

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NEW TORE! Impesial \.Il'b\-l.tr I'he
Piaes, Filth Avenue, and gl 5ol

'.I'rlilr\l..ui Flaga i aenl 4174
Cahies: Flying Mew ! Jrh

There ane 150 AR PONTE AND CIFICES 81
AREILIT, AGFREAN, WAL ILALFA, WOITT,
MALAICAL, ENTRNNE, MNORHL SISV,
MrKA, MISTERSNIFG, Akl VIOTORLS WEIT

LOCAL AGENT:

Pririted Ini l I.lra.l. !.Iul:l.m by the Cuorwen Pros, Korib Sieeet, By
b Trmmerial Adpwsss Ll London

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

ENGLAND
EGYPT
SUDAN

EAST AFRICA
SOUTH AFRICA

TIME TABLE IN FORCE FROM
1 JANUARY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

See separate lime-tables for particulars of the services
to India, the East and Australia, and also of the daily
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ENGLAND—EGYPT, EAST AFRICA, SOUTH AFRICA, EAST AFRICA, EGYPT
SOUTH AFRICA —ENGLAND
Departure and Arrisal Times | Mides Departure and Arrival Timer ﬂf:
(Lacal Standard} ﬂmﬁm (Loeal Standrd) [ally o
et g |
Airway Terminus, l.nndmt, Cape Town, Cape Provinee dep. Tues, — d?j.ﬂ
England kj dep. Wed.. Sun. 1145 Himberley e dep. o — iz “ 538
J’HET';WI af Landan, c"ﬂ}'d““- B 5 T Johannesburg, Tranmaal h mer. = E-'*Zm Bro
Purs Gm de L:P'UFH Frm i ,: dep. Wed., Sat. ofioo =
By & | dep. 1715 (m;‘. M m’&"mm i i) in Tiss
: i a3 i ; = i dep. . Tgeto| 1
Paris to Brindisi . hﬁ Thurs, & Mon, :
Er.i.tll:'.i.l.if fi-ﬂf,’ {1 o FI" Tues. Marn. 1’152 B!Dqu'm N, Mﬂ h T, "w [ Even. ITBE
i i | dep. . ofi.oo [~ Hap TR SR 080
Athens, Greece . | dep. 1300 | 7R e ngw Tn'r:-ﬂm:i o 1425 | 3587
Alexandria, Egrpi Balur, . Even | egop | [NebhKepe Gy . B * | dep. Pri., Man f;i';? =
. TR . . Sat., Wed., o3as ’ £ = : i
i e :z sl N Entebbe, Ugands . . . |dep. . . 1940| 3293
Wadi Halfa, Sudan dep. . . gy |sony | [Jehe S R el T
Khartoum  ,, Boglare. Even. | 3517 il e : il i iy
i ) , | GepBun. Thm obi.45 Khartoum By jmm. s Ewen.| 4387
.T-.u.EmII E; arr, Even.| 4376 o I . bbbl .
$ deg. Mon., Fri. o7.00 Wadi Halfa, . . . |dep. . . 1339 487
b - = ] S Gl Luxor, Egppt By (arr. v Eyen| 5167
Entcbbe, [panda | o | depe 5 o thoo | 4800 dep. Mon., Thurs, of.oo
Nﬂ.i.l‘ﬂhi‘ Km_?d CM h BT " (] Even. 945 { ‘.'Etﬂ.'ﬂ- % : d:';-: ) L 1345 HE‘
0 . | dep. Tues., Sat. og.oo : - g iy E
Diodoma, Tmm-ﬂﬂ meuf e w. A4as [ 5317 e e ::p ‘lnm .F:'l obica B
L1} "n - . + v - - 1
Mbeya " n Ry |mr, w  Even. | sbog ooy e S W th4e] il
B " up 4l dfP- wﬂd-. Sun. o730 s et M ] o | BIF. ™ Ewven. 55\5'1
Broken Hill, N. Rhoduia . [dep. , o 12.90 | 6116 2 A e [
Salisbury, &, Riodesia . By am ,, f.m,(:ﬁ L " e n e b
. I.’:L " | dep. Thurs,, Mon.o7.30 : Paris, Gare de Lyon, France . | arr. Thurs,, Sun. ob.go | 7600
ulwayo " - |dep. w0055 | Bhge .e’ur Port of Parie, Le Buu.ttr:l
Jehannesbarg, Trmmmﬂ By |arr. o CAfm, | 004 e |dep. o OG0
" o |dep. Fri, — o700 Air Port of Landas, Craydon
K.uni:m-]:y, Cape P}mnﬂ L — —  14.15 | 7966 & . arr.. o, s 1145 | 7004
Cap= Taven = . |aee. — Al | 7 Adrwa 'I'm'u.l.um. Vicroria,
lmd};n, England . . |mE o GEE0
A call will be made at the following places i inducernent A call will be made ar the [ollowing places if inducement
offers and creumatances permit @ ASSIUT, AsSUAN, Luxon {Egy), offers and circumstances permit @ ViETORIA WisT [Cape Province),
EHEREIE, EOFTT, MALAKAL (Sudm), xevw (Kemve Colomy), Anusia, PiETERSIURG | Tranmaal), srma (N, Rboedess), smeva, womr,
sieriit | Tanganyika), werea (N, Rhoderia), merersacms | Tronmaal), arusia | Tangampika), Emusu (Kewo Colomy), MALARAL, EOSTT,
vicToRta WEST {Cipe Province) SHEREMK (Smdan), Asiras, assor | Egpps)

By = A pamsenger spends the night at this port or in the train

& = by rail




