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Editorial 
 
Greetings to you all.  I hope you enjoy the contents of this issue and agree with me that it contains a wide 
range of topics and some very unusual material. 
 
Once again, I have to thank the six people, apart from myself, who made contributions and congratulate them 
on their fine efforts.  I fear I am yet again going to bang my poor old head against the proverbial brick wall 
reminding those who never contribute that this magazine, with only 22 members, relies upon each of you to 
send me something to include on a regular basis.  Please make an effort to find at least one small item to send 
because after this year, I am only going to include on the mailing list people who contribute.  The perceptive 
ones among you will notice that this edition is four pages shorter than usual and would have been less still if I 
hadn’t added the article about the closure of Apapa aerodrome.  I apologise to any of you who are members of 
the West Africa Study Circle because this article will also appear in the June edition of their journal. 
 
Duncan Crewe brought to my attention a new book entitled “Fly 
Now – a colourful story of flight from hot air balloon to the 777 
worldliner.”  It is by Joanne Gernstein London, who is Curator, 
Aeronautics Division of the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum.  The book is full of illustrations of airline posters from the 
Smithsonian collection featuring a wide range of airlines including 
Imperial Airways posters, some of which neither Duncan nor I have 
seen before.  I also noted a previously unknown to me Wilson 
Airways poster.  I bought my book from Amazon at the massive cost 
of 22P, although I did have to pay £2-80 postage and it took two or 
three weeks to arrive because it came by surface mail from Texas.  I 
have just checked the Amazon website and copies are still available 
(writing this in mid-May); I noticed one going for 77P! 
 
 
 
 
The sale by Argyll Etkin of the wonderful collection of Rhodesias and Nyasaland air mails belonging to Keith 
Hanman has just finished.  My goodness, although I meet Keith quite frequently, I hadn’t realized what a 
superb collection he had assembled.  My mouth watered just reading the lot descriptions and the quality of the 
material was such that many lots sold for two or three times the estimate, and sometimes even more.  For 
example, a cover from Nkana involved in the forced landing of the flying boat Corsair on the River Dungu in 
March 1939, was estimated at £300 – 350 and sold for £3,200 – and that’s before the buyer’s premium is 
added.  For those interested, the realizations are available on the Argyll Etkin website. 
 
Speaking of websites, I seem to remember making this suggestion once before and there was no response, but 
I will give it another go.  Just as we inform each other when a new book is available, how about sending me 
the addresses of just a few of the websites you find most useful?  I am sure we would all benefit from such an 
exercise.  To get the ball rolling, here are a few of mine: 
 

www.congoposte.be – it is a massive site containing everything related to Belgian Congo philately. 
www.flightglobal.com/pdfarchive/index.html - contains every edition of “Flight Magazine.” 
www.nzstamps.org.uk/ - our member Robert Clark’s excellent website (NZ air mails and much more). 
www.goldenyears.ukf.net/home.htm - gives fleet lists of a wide range of airlines worldwide. 
 
 
Request for information: 
Stan Wheatcroft has an interest in the Apex exhibition of 1934 which included a very large entry of philatelic 
exhibits.  He remembers that Joan Widowson once had a palmarès (list of the award each entry received) but 
this has disappeared. Do any of you have such a list and, if so, and would you be good enough to provide Stan 
with a copy please? 
 
Finally, I would like to welcome new member John Symons, who many of you will know for doing a very 
fine job as the new editor of “Air Mail News.” 
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A censored Czech cover to South Africa 
 

By Richard Beith 
 

Rakovník (west of Prague), 21 IX 38, to Johnannesburg, South Africa, no backstamp. On the reverse PRAHA 
7 air mail transit mark for 22 IX 38 and Athens Poste Aerienne transit for 28 IX 38. 
 
Greek currency control hand stamp and straight line CENSUROVÁNO applied in Prague. 
 
Probably carried Athens-Durban on flight DS 131 by Circe and Cordelia. 
 
Rate: 9.50 Kc = 2.50 Kc overseas letter + 2 x 3.50 Kc/5g air fee. 
 
All inward and outward international mails, surface and air, were censored in Czechoslovakia from mid-
September to mid-November 1938 as a consequence of the 'Munich' or Sudeten German crisis. 
 
Censorship was carried out in three centres, Prague, Brno and Trencin, Slovakia. Luckily the three hand 
stamps are easily distinguished, one from the other. Brno used a boxed script format, Trencin an all lower 
case, Slovak language, 'censurované'. 
 
For further details see: Richard Beith: "Postal censorship of international mails in Czechoslovakia during the 
1938 Sudetenland crisis: An Introduction", Civil Censorship Study Group Bulletin, July 2011, pp110-118 
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Imperial Airways’ flight record card 
 

Material provided by Bryan Dudley-Stamp 
 
Bryan spotted the card illustrated below for sale on ebay.  Unfortunately, he was not the successful bidder but 
he saved the poor quality illustration provided by the vendor.  At the bottom of the page I have added a clear 
facsimile of the text on the reverse.  This is a very rare item but being preprinted, it begs the question, were 
such cards completed for every I.A. service?   Has any reader seen a similar card? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRANSIT TIMES OF CORRESPONDENCE DESPATCHED 

 ENGLAND INDIA 
 ON SERVICE OF IMPERIAL AIRWAYS 
 ENGLAND AFRICA 
 
 1 Date of posting from London    May 8th  Time  19.00 h (B.S.T.) 
 2 Date of receipt at    Mombasa May 20th  Time  10 am (L.S.T.) 
 3 Date of despatch from   Mombasa May 24th  Time  11 am (L.S.T.) 
 4 Date of receipt in London        5/6 Time  08.00 (B.S.T.) 
 
     PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN BY AIR MAIL TO: 
   Traffic Manager 
   Imperial Airways Ltd. 
   Airways House 
   Charles Street 
 L.S.T. - Local Standard Time London S.W.1 
 B.S.T. - British Summer time 

Card posted Mombasa 24 May 31 

As the date of despatch from 
London is stated on the card, 
it must have been enclosed in 
an envelope for the outward 
flight, which was AS11. 
 
It was flown from Mombasa 
to London by service AN12. 
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The Indian Ocean Route of BOAC/QANTAS, 1943-1945.  Part 2. 
 

By Alistair Watt 
 

 
Introduction of the Airgraph Service to Australia 
 
As far as civilian mail goes, the airgraph mail service and the Indian Ocean route were interwoven.  It is worth 
mentioning that after a few disappointing trials with mails for troops for Christmas 1942, the UK – Australia 
airgraph service finally commenced on 4th June 1943 from the UK, arriving Melbourne 22nd June.  
Acceptances for the return service opened 5th June 1943 with the trans-Pacific USAF flight leaving 10th June 
and the airgraph films arriving London on the 22nd June.  However, these first services during June and early 
July were actually carried over the Ferry Command Atlantic – Canada route and via US military transport 
aircraft across the Pacific.  It is reported (Collyer) that for a short period the airgraph mail services in fact 
alternated between the Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean routes until early in August when all such mail, except 
that to and from Canada, was despatched over the former route. 
 
Development of the Route through 1944 
 
Table 2 is my own synthesis to complete records of all the initial 50 services in each direction i.e. 
conveniently up to those listed in Proud Vol 2 (1).  These flight details have been compiled from available 
archival information; Qantas records, including the Catalina “visitors book;” log books and personal 
information from Dr.  Rex Senior (2) who is a surviving member of the Service 1Q1 Crew!  
 
Although the Cocos Islands were not to be a scheduled stop, within the first six months a couple of specially 
planned flights had been made there.  As shown in QANTAS records, the first was an additional flight from 
Kogalla (note the code name “James” for Cocos) on 29th August 1943 to transfer two military meteorologists 
to the island before continuing on to Australia.  The second was a diverted scheduled service out of Perth, 
2Q38 on 14th January 1944 to pick up a VIP passenger: a naval radar expert. Whilst at Cocos Island 
overnight, there was added excitement due to an attempted bombing by a long range Japanese airplane (3).  It 
is possible that some mail was flown out on these special landings but it would certainly be hidden by a cloak 
of secrecy at that time.  It is worth noting that Hudson Fysh returned from his successful sojourn in the UK on 
1Q8, during which Capt. Crowther managed to make the service rather different by making it the longest of 
all these Indian Ocean flights at a massive 31 hours, 50 minutes! 
 
A couple of flights listed are notable for experiencing a delay due to engine problems out of Perth.  One 
resulted in a major delay of several days and the service was combined with that next scheduled.  Another 
flight into Perth from Kogalla actually had to make a forced landing at Geraldton on the West Australian north 
coast due an engine oil leak, the flight being delayed there for two days. 
 
As 1944 continued, the Catalina services became more efficient particularly as experience with weather 
forecasting was gained.  Due to the low payload of around 400 kg. (and this had to include the weight of each 
passenger!) it was necessary to adopt an order of priorities for the mail.  Dr Rex Senior was able to provide 
me with his recollection of the priorities adopted in flight planning, although the mail loading came to the 
aircraft already in bags.  It is very interesting that an allowance of around 25 kg. was typically included for 
Australian prisoners of war correspondence.  It may well be that some of the POW airmail items that we see 
with a “via Pacific” superscription were in fact flown over the Indian Ocean as any indicator for the latter 
route was strictly forbidden. 
 
The airgraph illustrated in figure 1 is from West Australia, postmarked 29th May 1944 and with an arrival 
backstamp of 18th June. This shows a reasonably quick transit time of only 20 days considering that it would 
have had to have been transferred across the continent to Melbourne for the processing onto film and then 
returned back to WA. 
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Figure 1 
 
 
 
Airletters and other mail 
 
Whereas we can assume that virtually all Empire airgraphs, except those to or from Canada, were carried via 
the Catalina services, it is difficult to be certain for other mail items due to the prioritising system, and also 
that no superscriptions could be used that identified the highly secretive Indian Ocean route.  The airletter in 
figure 2 is an example of what may have been carried by Catalina.  It is an early 6d. airletter from the UK to 
Australia dated 4th February 1944.  If it was in fact carried by air it would have gone on a Catalina service 
from Karachi to Perth either on service 1Q39 or service 1Q40. There is no backstamp to confirm this 
unfortunately. The military sender was based at the RAAF headquarters in London and it is to a military 
addressee in Australia.  It is a pity that it was not readdressed as requested as it may well have then received a 
backstamp! 
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Figure 2 
 
 
 
The cover in figure 3 is to me one of the gems from the Indian Ocean route and again it is due to the collecting 
instincts and contacts of Hudson Fysh. On 24th August 1944 the 6d. airletter became available for civilian 
usage on mail from the U.K. to Australia.  Although by that date the Liberator land planes had already been 
introduced on 17th June 1944 for a new Perth - Learmonth – Ceylon run in parallel with the Catalinas, this is 
one of the occasions when it can be determine that an airletter was carried by Catalina.  This “first flight” 
mailing was flown by BOAC Sunderland flying boat to Karachi, then by QANTAS Catalina service 1Q82 
from Karachi to Perth on 31st August 1944.  Arrival in Perth was on the 2nd September and the cover has a 
Sydney backstamp of 4th September 1944.  Airgraphs dated in the U.K. 24th August 1944 and representing 
the introduction of the new reduced civilian airgraph rate of 3d. were also carried via this routing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
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The newspaper cutting in figure 4 was the first announcement made to the public reporting the existence of 
the hitherto top secret route. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
 
 

 
Liberators and Lancastrians 
 
In June 1944, a single converted Liberator bomber, again owned by BOAC and operated by Qantas, was 
introduced to the Indian Ocean Route and was followed in November by a second.  The services flew from 
Learmonth to Ceylon.  These aircraft provided a greatly increased payload capacity and the full postal service 
for civilian airletters came into operation; the name “Kangaroo” service was given to this routing.  It is not my 
intention here to cover the development of this service in detail as that has been already well documented in 
“The Australian Airmail Catalogue” and by Proud.  There are several philatelic “first flight” items available 
which record these developments.  The same must also be said for the introduction of the Lancastrian aircraft 
over the route in June 1945.  Because of the secrecy of these Indian Ocean operations, no public 
announcement was made about their existence until August 1944 (4). 
 
It is necessary to clear up one point however.  Whereas airgraphs and airletters can as a rule be assumed to 
have been carried all the way by air, this cannot be taken for ordinary “air” letter mail.  From 4th June 1944, 
the UK and Australia readopted standard air mail letter rates of 1/3d. and 1/6d. per ½ oz. and airmail etiquettes 
had to be applied.  However, this did not in any way guarantee that letters so franked would be flown all the 
way to their destinations!  It is important to realise this air mail could be flown from the UK to say India, and 
then transferred to a slow boat across the Indian Ocean if there was no available aircraft capacity.  The sea 
transport would not be just a mail service but would have to wait for a convoy run across the Indian Ocean 
with added delays.  We have here to be guided by the transit times we know for the “all air” airgraphs and 
airletters.  Hence we need to see letter mail transit times of around three weeks and less.  The only way it can 
be determined that an “air mail” franked letter was carried by air is to have the backstamp record to give a 
transit time. 
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Figure 5 
 

The cover in figure 5 is postmarked Sydney, 24th October 1944 but has a UK backstamp of 17th November 
1944. The transit time of only 24 days would certainly suggest that it went all the way by air. 
 
The only other cover that I really consider to have been flown across the Indian Ocean is postmarked Walgett, 
in NSW, 12th May 1945, backstamped Perth, W.A 21st May 1945 and a Chungking, China, arrival datestamp 
of 6th June 1945.  As it had to cross the Hump route in that time, I can only conclude that it had to have been 
carried by air from Perth to Ceylon.  
 
For comparison I have a reference cover postmarked 22nd February 1945 which is franked 1/3d. and bears an 
air mail label.  The backstamp is 10th April 1945 giving a transit time of 49 days. Obviously there was not 
much of a “by air” component here! 
 
By the end of 1944 it was becoming obvious that the Liberators offered faster Australia - Ceylon crossings 
and a heavier payload could be carried. Consequently the 8th December 1944 service, 2Q101, saw the 
Catalina flights reduced back to one each week.  Proud gives listings with some details of events etc. for the 
remaining flights.  However, it is worth noting one serious incident.  On the night of January 5th 1945, the 
Catalina service 4Q41 from Perth had to make the first, and only, emergency landing at Cocos Island due to 
engine problems.  A relief Catalina came through two days later and continued the service to Kogalla.  
 
With the added introduction on May 31st 1945 of Lancastrians to the Indian Ocean route, the faithful 
Catalinas soon became redundant.  Although for about six weeks there were still the three different aircraft 
types flying three different routes, making specific provenance of covers virtually impossible! The last 
scheduled Catalina service flight was 2Q132 out of Perth on 12 July 1945 and then 1Q134 from Karachi on 
16th July.  I have an airgraph 7th July 1945, South Australia to the UK, arrival backstamp of 19th July which I 
fondly imagine could have been carried on 2Q32, but then again it was likely to be a Liberator or a 
Lancastrian! 
 
Acknowledgements 
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of the Qantas Founders Museum, Longreach and Charles Leski Auctions for providing Company records, 
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Finally, I can find  no way to express my thanks and the pleasure I received from being able to make contact 
with Dr. Rex Senior, now aged 91 years young.  It was just amazing to talk to Rex on the phone and to realise 
that this was actually someone who made this history happen all those years ago.  Rex was a crew member, 
First Officer, on that first flight 1Q1.  He was also First Officer when 2Q38 came under Japanese attack at 
Cocos Island.  He has written a most readable account of his own personal adventures on the Indian Ocean 
route, reference no. 7 which can be found on the internet at: 
http://mastermariners.org.au/file/Double_Sunrise_service_docx_Compatibility_Mode.pdf 
 
 
Table 1.  Continuation of Flight Schedules from those given in Fig. 2 in Part 1 of this article 
 
Note. Dates in italics indicate a scheduled date.  Other dates are those confirmed from actual flight records. 
 
Perth to Kogalla                                                              Kogalla to Perth 
 
Flt No.                Date           Day                             Flt No            Date                Day 
  
2Q10 22.9.43 Wed 1Q11 21.9.43 Tues 
2Q11 30.9.43 Thur 1Q12 28.9.43 Tues 
2Q12 7.10.43 Thur 1Q13 5.10.43 Tues 
2Q13 13.10.43 Wed 1Q14 11.10.43 Tues 
2Q14 21.10.43 Thur 1Q15 19.1043 Tues 
2Q15 27.10.43 Wed  1Q16  25.10.43 Mon 
                                                                                 1Q17 30.10.43 Sat 
 
Flights now went through to Karachi 
 
Perth to Karachi                                                            Karachi to Perth 
 
2Q16 3.11.43 Wed                                
2Q17 * 9.11.43 Tues 1Q18 6.11.43 Sat 
2Q18 13.11.43 Sat 1Q19 12.11.43 Fri 
2Q19 17.11.43 Wed 1Q20 18.11.43 Thur 
2Q20 22.11.43 Mon 1Q21 20.11.43 Sat 
2Q21 27.11.43 Sat 1Q22 25.11.43 Thur 
2Q22 1.12.43 Wed 1Q23 30.11.43 Tues 
2Q23 6.12.43 Mon 1Q24 4.12.43 Sat 
2Q24 11.12.43 Sat 1Q25 9.12.43 Thur 
2Q25 15.12.43 Wed 1Q26 14.12.43 Tues 
2Q26 20.12.43 Mon 1Q27 18.12.43 Sat 
2Q27 25.12.43 Sat 1Q28 23.12.43 Thur 
2Q28 29.12.43 Wed 1Q29 26.12.43 Sun 
2Q29 3.1.44  1Q30 1.1.44 
2Q30 8.1.44  1Q31 8.1.44 
2Q31 12.1.44  1Q32 11.1.44 
2Q32 17.1.44  1Q33 15.1.44 
2Q33 21.1.44  1Q34 20.1.44 
2Q34 26.1.44  1Q35 25.1.44 
2Q35               * *       1Q36 29.1.44 
 
*  Initially departed on the  8th November 1943 but had to return due to engine problems.  Information from 
Dr. Rex Senior. 
 
* *  Initially departed Perth on 1st February but had to return due to engine failure. 
Combined with 1Q36 and rescheduled on 5th February 1944. 
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Perth to Karachi                                                            Karachi to Perth 
 
2Q36 5.2.44 1Q37 1.2.44 
2Q37 9.2.44 1Q38 8.2.44 
2Q38 *** 14.2.44 1Q39 11.2.44 
2Q39 19.2.44 1Q40 17.2.44 
2Q40 24.2.44 1Q41 23.2.44  
2Q41 28.2.44 1Q42 26.2.44 
2Q42 4.3.44 1Q43 4.3.44 
2Q43 8.3.44 1Q44 7.3.44 
2Q44 15.3.44 1Q45 11.3.44 
2Q44 18.3.44 1Q46 16.3.44 
2Q46 22.3.44 1Q47 2.3.44 
2Q47 27.3.44  1Q48 25.3.44  
2Q48 1.4.44 1Q49 30.3.44 
 
***   Scheduled diversion to Cocos Island to pick up VIP passenger. Continued to Ceylon on the 15th 
February 1944 
 
  Table 2.    Priority List    Catalina  services 1943 
 
1 –   Passengers 
2 –   Mail       Military and Safe Hand despatches 
                      Diplomatic 
                      Airgraph 
                      POW 
                      Qantas Mail 
3 –   Freight 
 
Appendix 1 
 
Sample  Page from the Catalina “Visitors’ Book” 
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Appendix 2 
 
Sample Pages of  Log Book   Mr F. Nixon Flight Engineer 
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The E.A.M.S and the British Post Office. 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
To mark the 75th anniversary of the introduction of the Empire Air Mail Scheme (EAMS) I thought it might 
be of interest to readers to investigate the effect the introduction of the scheme had on the working of the 
British Post Office and the posting habits of businesses and the public during the first months after the 
introduction of stage 1 in June 1937. The map shown in figure 1 provides an overview of the three stages of 
introduction of the scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1. 

 
 
The diagram in figure 2 was constructed from statistics published in a Post Office Green Paper (1).  From this 
it can be seen that prior to the introduction of the E.A.M.S., only 15% of letter mail was sent by air to South 
Africa and only 20% to East Africa (approximately).  This meant that the Post Office had to attempt to change 
the posting habits of over 80% of the British public who regularly sent letters to British Africa.  They were 
used to posting on a particular day of the week to catch the regular sailings of British ships and to paying the 
1½d. per ounce ordinary surface rate to British colonies, whereas the E.A.M.S. rate was 1½d. per half ounce. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. 
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The Post Office campaign commenced immediately as can be seen in figure 3, which is an enlargement of part 
of the advertisement shown on the front cover of this issue, published in “The Times” of 30 June 1937. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. 
 

The instructions are clear but the public was apt to forget some or all of them, particularly the fact that the 
1½d. rate was per half ounce.  One of the ramifications of this was the application by the British P.O. of 
handstamps reminding the public of the correct weight rate and the fact that all letters were sent by air.  A 
study of these handstamps was featured in I.A. Gazette No. 17, Appendix 4.1 (June 2000).  An example of the 
first type, issued for African destinations, is shown in figure 4. 
 
 
 
 
 

        Figure 4 
 
 

The Post Office also reminded its staff, via the P.O. Daily List shown in figure 5, of the ‘per half ounce’ rate 
and that letters should be posted every day, no doubt to spread the massive sorting load necessary due to a 
500% increase in the volume of mail to be sent by air on the African service. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 
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Even two years after the E.A.M.S. was introduced, the Post Office was still experiencing problems with 
underpayment of mail, as is shown in the Press Notice (2) issued by the G.P.O. in June 1939, shown in fig. 6. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6 
(The underlining of the word ‘half’ is on the original document) 

 
I don’t have any P.O. statistics giving how many items comprised 100 lbs. of mail, but 100 lbs. = 3,200 half 
ounces.  Given that a relatively small proportion of the items would weigh over half an ounce, perhaps there 
were 2,500 items in 100 lbs., so 70 items is only 2.8% of the whole.  (It must be remembered that only first 
class mail was carried by air, i.e. letters and cards; not parcels). 
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An early example of underpaid mail to South Africa is shown in figure 7.  It was posted in Grantham on 19 
August 1937 and postage paid was 1½d.  As it weighed over half an ounce, a charge of double the deficiency 
was raised by the British P.O. and postage due stamps applied upon arrival in Cape Town. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7 (reduced size) 
 

The cover was flown by I.A. service DS16, operated by the S23 flying boat Castor throughout.  She departed 
Southampton on 21 August and arrived Durban at 13.30 on the 27th.  It was then flown from Durban to Cape 
Town by South African Airways’ twice-weekly Coast Service on Saturday, 28 August (scheduled to depart at 
09.15 and to arrive at 17.00).  Cape Town postmark is dated 29 August: they worked on Sundays! 

 
Figure 8 is an extract from a Post Office statement (3), prepared in mid-1938, which shows that there were 
5,041 items of underpaid mail in the despatch to South Africa on 21 August 1937, of which the cover was a 
part.  Given the previous statement of an average of 70 underpaid items per 100 lbs. of mail, the total load on 
the despatch would have been 5,041 ÷ 70 = 72 x 100 = 7,200 lbs. = 3.214 tons.  Whether or not this is correct 
is anybody’s guess but I enjoyed doing the calculation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8 
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The E.A.M.S and Colonial Post Offices. 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

Most of the effects on the British P.O. caused by the introduction of the E.A.M.S. which I outlined in my 
article on the previous pages also applied to colonial post offices.  Of particular note was the instruction by 
post offices that blue air mail labels should not be applied to letters (labels were rendered unnecessary since 
all letters were carried by air).  I have found this instruction of great benefit during my tours of dealers’ tables 
at stamp fairs, since they seem to charge less for covers not sent by air!  The cover below is an example. 
 
In Postal Notice No. 14 of 1937, dated 29 June 1937, the Northern Rhodesia Post Office included the 
statement that, “Air mail labels should not be affixed to and will not be supplied for use on correspondence 
for the above mentioned countries.”  (The countries being those participating in the E.A.M.S., Stage 1). 
 
The cover is franked at the E.A.M.S. rate from Northern Rhodesia to the U.K., which was 2d. per half ounce.  
This plain-looking cover is a very scarce example of commercial mail from Mongu, a small village in the east 
of the country with a population of approximately 45 Europeans.  In January 1939, RANA commenced an air 
service between Lusaka and Mongu, prior to which the mail was carried on the Zambezi River to Livingstone 
by native barges, the journey taking anything from two to six weeks, depending upon the state of the river. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 RANA Mongu ~ Lusaka service: dep. Mongu  06.00 11 April; arr. Lusaka 09.50 11 April. 
 RANA Lusaka ~ Salisbury service: dep. Lusaka 15.00 12 April; arr. Salisbury 17.15 12 April 
 RANA Salisbury ~ Beira service: dep. Salisbury 06.15 13 April; arr. Beira 08.45 13 April 
 Imperial Airways service DN187: dep. Beria 14.10 13 April; arr. So’ton. 16.40 18 April 

 

(Times given for the RANA services are scheduled; those given for the I.A. service are actual) 
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The island of Mauritius was included in the first stage of the E.A.M.S.  The rate to the U.K. was 12 cents per 
10 grammes.  (Previously it had been 60 cents per 10 grammes via South Africa; 50 cents per 10 grammes via 
Kenya and R1-25c. per 10 grammes via Madagascar). 
 
The Mauritius post office did not state specifically that air mail labels should not be applied to items destined 
to countries participating in the E.A.M.S., although it did so by implication.  In Government Notice No. 24, 
dated 24 June 1937, published in the Government Gazette, article (2) stated: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the covers I have seen sent from Mauritius to countries participating in the E.A.M.S. do not bear blue air 
mail labels.  The cover below is an example and must have weighed over 10 grammes.  The triangular ‘T’ 
mark was applied by the Vacoas P.O. and a charge of 30 gold centimes was raised. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The itinerary of the cover, posted at Vacoas on 11 January 1938, is as follows: 
 

Mauritus Government Railway, Midland Line: 11 Jan. Vacoas ~ Port Louis 
K.P.M. ship Bontekoe:  11 Jan. sailed Port Louis; arr. Durban 18 Jan. 
Imperial Airways service no. DN59: 20 Jan. dep. Durban; arr. Southampton 26 Jan. 
 
Upon arrival at London Foreign Section, the cover received the E.A.M.S. cachet on the reverse: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The two postage dues are cancelled Langton Green – Tunbridge Wells, 27 Jan. 1938. 
 
These are just two examples from many covers of the period not bearing air mail labels but which were flown. 



16         June 2012 (Issue 41)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

Three covers with a Mediterranean flavour. 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1 
 

 
Hotel Cecil, Alexandria 
 

Figure 1 shows a cover posted at Alexandria on 19 July 1936, with airmail cachet of Hotel Cecil. It is 
addressed to Air Vice Marshall Sir Tom Webb-Brown, Staff Manager of Imperial Airways; he occupied this 
post for four years and resigned in November 1937, following a debate in parliament when Imperial Airways 
received much criticism on the issue of safety in the air. The cover would have been carried on service 
AN360, departing Alexandria on 21 July, operated by the Kent flying boat ‘Scipio’ to Brindisi. Hotel Cecil 
was used by Imperial Airways as a stop for tea or as an overnight stop for passengers and crew (depending on 
the changing schedules in the 1930s) on both African and Eastern routes.   
 

Figure 2 shows an example of one of the hotel’s colourful baggage labels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Figure 2 
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Imperial Airways resumes the Mediterranean route with calls at Crete and Corfu, May 1931 
 

With the introduction of Imperial Airways’ summer timetable in May 1931, a route through the Mediterranean 
was resumed, replacing the Central European rail/air route. The new service aimed to include a stop at Candia 
on the north coast of Crete, “if conditions permit and inducement offers,” rather than at Suda Bay or Mirabella 
which services through the Mediterranean had used before. (Candia is the Italian name for Iraklion, also spelt 
Herakleon, the main city of Crete). Aerophilatelist P. Drossos of Athens prepared covers with a first flight 
cachet which were posted at Iraklion on 24 May 1931 (figure 3). A pencil note on the back of the cover states 
“27 carried”. On 24 May the Kent flying boat ‘Satyrus’, operating IW111, the first westbound service, 
attempted a landing outside the harbour at Candia on a rough sea. The aircraft bumped on the waves, 
damaging a wing float, rose into the air again and flew to Mirabella (a sheltered bay in north-east Crete) 
where a smooth landing was made. ‘Scipio’ arrived at Mirabella with the eastbound service IE113 on 25 May 
and picked up the westbound mail from ‘Satyrus’. (The Calcutta flying boat ‘City of Alexandria’ was flown 
empty from Alexandria to pick up the eastbound mail, unloaded from ‘Scipio’). This incident is described in 
Peter Wingent’s ‘Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern Route, Vol. 1, 1927-1937’, page 58. The 
cover illustrated would have been taken to Mirabella to join the mail being loaded onto ‘Scipio’; its backstamp 
at Weybridge on 28 May, the day after service IW111 arrived at Croydon, confirms this. For the following 
services a landing on unsheltered waters outside the harbour at Candia/Iraklion was replaced by a call at 
Mirabella. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
 
 
 
Corfu had been a stop when Imperial Airways opened its service to India in March 1929. Presumably mail had 
not been flown from Corfu in 1929, as the cover illustrated (figure 4), posted at Corfu on 25 May 1931 has a 
cachet stating ‘First Airmail Corfu-London, May 1931’. The back of the cover again reveals it was created by 
Mr. Drossos; presumably the cachet was also created by him. The cover would also have been flown on 
service IW111, the first to follow the resumed Mediterranean route. It departed Corfu on 26 May on ‘Scipio’, 
one day late because of the incident in Crete decribed above. The cover was backstamped in New York on 5 
June. 
 



18         June 2012 (Issue 41)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
 
 
 
 
 

U.K. ~ Karachi ~ New Zealand, May 1929 and November 1930 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
In the December 2010 issue of the IA Gazette, I showed a cover postmarked in Liverpool on 28th March 1929 
that was addressed to New Zealand and flown on the first Croydon – Karachi air mail on 30th March – 6th 
April [1]. As it has a Karachi transit mark on 6th April, it was definitely flown although the first official 
acceptance of air mail from the UK to Australia or New Zealand via Karachi was not until IE 23 on 31st 
August. That service crashed at Djask and the mail was burnt. The first successful acceptance was IE 24 on 
7th September. 
 
It was often the case that postal authorities were fairly indulgent about mail sent on first flights. My question 
is whether this indulgence continued. The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked in Dorset on 13th May 1929 and is 
addressed to Wellington, New Zealand. It has routing instructions ‘Per Air Mail via India’, but has no transit 
marks. It was clearly intended for the air mail service via Karachi, but was it flown? 
 
The ordinary mail for Australia and New Zealand closed on a Thursday and was sent by rail through France to 
Marseilles to connect with the ship to Australia while the Karachi air mail closed 1½ days later at 7 am on a 
Saturday and joined up at Colombo with the ordinary mail. Hence the Karachi air mail gave no advantage for 
mail to Australia or New Zealand that was posted in London after 7am on a Saturday and before the following 
Thursday evening. It is therefore not surprising that there was little demand for this air mail service to 
Australia and New Zealand and, according to Bill Legg, it was withdrawn between May 1930 and May 1932 
[2]. His article shows that the service was included in the British Post Office Air Mail Rates Schedule for 
October 1929, but not in the schedules for Spring 1930, October 1930 or Spring 1931. 
 
The Mail Time Tables published in ‘The West Australian’ up to 11th September 1930 have, under ‘Karachi-
London Air Mail’, the statement: 

‘Leave London Saturday, and mails connect with the steamer at Colombo.’ 
That statement is missing from the tables for 12th September onwards.
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Figure 1: UK – New Zealand air mail, 13 May 1929 
 

 
The air mail cover to New Zealand in Figure 2 is postmarked in Reading on 19th November 1930, i.e. at a 
time when the service was not listed in the Post Office schedule. So, again the question is whether or not it 
was flown. The cover has no routing instructions or transit marks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: UK – New Zealand air mail, 19 November 1930 
 
 
The cover appears to be over-franked as the October 1929 Air Mail schedule shows that the air mail surcharge 
to India and Australia had been reduced from 6d to 5d. 
 
References 
[1] Karachi – London Air Mail to and from New Zealand 1929-1930, R Clark. Imperial Airways Gazette, pp 
33-38, December 2010. 
[2] Aspects of the London-Karachi and the Perth-Adelaide Routes, W H Legg, Air Mail News, vol. 44, pp 
106-116, August 2001. 
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Caledonia’s first trans-Atlantic flight 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
In the summer of 1937, Imperial Airways and Pan American Airways began a series of experimental trans-
Atlantic flights.  Imperial Airways employed two S23 flying boats specially equipped for long-range flights.  
They were Caledonia and Cambria.  By the end of September 1937, Caledonia had made six Atlantic 
crossings (three round trips) and Cambria had made four crossings (two round trips). 
 
Officially, mail was not carried on any these flights.  However, in his book “Irish Airmails,” William Murphy 
states that twelve covers were carried each way on the first flight by Caledonia and were signed on the reverse 
by Capt. A.S. Wilcockson.  The cover below is believed to be the thirteenth known cover and differs from 
those described by Murphy because it was carried only on the outward flight and is not signed by Wilcockson. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cover was probably cancelled by favour at Foynes and given to the addressee who handed it to the pilot or 
another crew member who took it to Botwood with him.  The Newfoundland 5 cents franking paid the surface 
fee back to London. 
 
The following details of Caledonia’s trans-Atlantic flights were published in the “Southern Daily Echo,” 
editions of 5th, 6th and 16th July 1937. 
 
The Caledonia left Southampton Water at 10.44 on Sunday, 5 July and arrived at Foynes at 15.20.  She took 
off from there on her Atlantic crossing at 19.57 the same day and landed at Botwood, Newfoundland at 09.05 
the next morning (times given are B.S.T.) after a flight of 15 hours, 8 minutes.  The following day she slew 
approximately 900 miles from Botwood to Montreal where the crew received a tremendous welcome.  They 
left the aircraft moored in the St. Lawrence River and were taken in a Government launch to the docks from 
where they were carried in a procession to the City Hall in open motor cars, headed by police motor cycle 
patrols with their sirens screaming. 
 
Later they flew on to New York, which was in the throes of a terrific heat wave, where the crew were 
generously entertained by Pan American Airways and were shown many of the sights. 
 
The Caledonia flew back from New York to Botwood from where she made the return Atlantic crossing 
departing at 22.25 on 15 July and arriving at Foynes at 10.32 on the 16th. 
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Left: 
 

The crew of Caledonia on her flight from 
Foynes to Botwood. 
 
From left to right: 
 

Radio Officers T.E. Hobbs and T.A. Valette, 
First Officer C.H. Bowes and Captain A.S. 
Wilcockson. 
 
Because of adverse weather and 40 m.p.h. 
headwinds, Caledonia made most of the 
1,200 miles flight only 1,000 feet above the 
Atlantic. 

Caledonia at Foynes being prepared for the trans-Atlantic flight. 

Right: 
 

Caledonia in flight over Manhattan, 
New York on 9 July 1937. 
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The Athena fire at Delhi. 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 

Duncan sent the copies of the front and reverse of the cover shown below, which survived the fire which 
destroyed the Imperial Airways’ AW XV Athena.  It was datestamped at London Foreign Section on 22 
September 1936 and departed Croydon the next day on board the HP42 Heracles, operating service IE482. 
 
At Karachi, Athena took over the service from the HP42 Hadrian.  She departed on 28 Sept. and, after a night 
stop at Jodhpur, arrived at Delhi the next day and was timetabled to continue to Calcutta for the next night 
stop.  However, whilst being refueled at Delhi, the engines were started too early and she caught fire. 
 
In my Eastern route aircraft movements book (Vol.1) I provided a summary of events, taken from “Lloyd’s 
Weekly Casualty Reports,” but I am sure that members will be interested to read the full version shown on the 
next page, together with other reports.   
 
The mail salvaged from the fire departed Delhi on 30 Sept. in the AW XV Arethusa, which carried it to 
Singapore where it was transferred to the DH86 Adelaide.  She arrived Charleville on 6 Oct., where the cover 
was transferred to a Butler Air Transport Co. aircraft which carried it to Cootamundra and from there it was 
sent by train to Adelaide where it arrived on the 8th.  The “Salvaged from/ATHENA” cachet is a type known 
applied to Australian mail. 
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Left: From “Lloyd’s Weekly 
Casualty Reports,” 2 Oct. 
1936 edition. 
 
 
Right: From “The Times,” 
30 Sept. 1936 edition. 

Left: From “Lloyd’s Weekly 
Casualty Reports,” 9 Oct. 
1936 edition. 
 
 
Right: From “The Times,” 
7 Oct. 1936 edition. 
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“The Times” report of 30 September states that the fire was caused by a compressed air cylinder exploding.  
However, the official enquiry recorded that the cause was a member of the ground staff inadvertently 
connecting a bottle of oxygen, rather than compressed air, to start the engines.  
 
Sanford, in his book, “Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways,” states that 35 mail bags were recovered intact 
from the 113 bags and 93 packets on board and a further 43 damaged bags were recovered.  These figures 
largely agree with those given in “Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports” and “The Times.” 
 
Further examples of mail involved in the disaster are shown below: 
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AW XV Athena at Croydon. 
 

Above: Photograph of the burnt out wreckage 
of Athena at Willingdon Airport, Delhi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Australian P.O. slip enclosed which 
would have been enclosed in an ambulance 
cover when forwarding recovered mail.  
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Your questions and answers 
 
Two questions and one answer this time.  The first question is from Duncan Crewe who thinks the cover 
below might be of interest. It is postmarked Baghdad, 12 December 1929 and would have been carried on IW 
37 which reached Athens 21 December. The situation was very complex after the Central European route was 
apparently abandoned in late November. This cover suggests at least part of the route might have been flown 
as there is a purple FlughafenNurnberg Mit Luftpostbedforde two line cachet on the reverse as well as a 
Nurnberg transit cancel for Christmas day. There is a Bordeaux arrival for 27 XII. Duncan asks if any reader 
has more exact information about the European routing at this time and in particular, how his cover travelled. 
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The second question is from Bryan Dudley-Stamp, who sent the card and cover below relating to the Houston 
Mount Everest flight of 1933.  Bryan’s questions are contained in his text describing the cover. 
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Terry Hare-Walker has very kindly sent additional information relating to two topics from previous issues.  
First, in Issue 39, Simon Barlow asked for information about Chas. Griffiths.  In Issue No. 40, page 11, 
Jeffrey Brown responded and mentioned cards which bear a photo on the reverse of him and his committee.  
Terry has such a card and the photo is shown below.  Terry says that the first covers that he has from the Aero 
Philatelic Club of Calcutta date from November 1929 with introduction of the first Air Mail stamps. He thinks 
that must be when the club was formed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Terry says that many of the covers they sent were designed specifically to commemorate special flights.  He 
has quite a few different designs in his collection and an example is shown below: 
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Terry also sent a copy from “India’s Stamp Journal” of February 1941, giving a very vivid description of 
Charles Griffiths and his activities: 
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Terry’s second response is to Alistair Watt’s article on the Qantas Catalina service in the last issue, in which 
Alistair illustrated an airgraph flown by the second eastbound flight.  Terry’s album page below shows an 
airgraph flown by the first eastbound service: 
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The closure of Apapa aerodrome in June/July 1937 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

The official documents1 relating to the closure of Apapa aerodrome (Lagos) make fascinating reading: 
 
On the 28th June 1937, Imperial Airways’ London office received a telegram from their agents in Lagos which read 
as follows: 
 
“W.A.N. 74 delayed here aerodrome unserviceable pending reconstruction drains anticipate three or four weeks 
Dione marooned meantime fullstop Forwarding mails by rail to Kano thence Delia Khartoum arriving 2nd July.” 
 
Mr. E.V. Dolby, Imperial Airways’ Air Mail Superintendent, informed Mr. E.P. Bell of the Postal Services Dept. of 
the G.P.O., London, of the situation and on the 29th June he sent the following telegram to the Postmaster General, 
Lagos: 
 
“Air company reports Lagos aerodrome unserviceable stop Consequently service which left Khartoum on 29th 
June will terminate at Kano and return service this week will start at Kano 1st July stop Will advise you by 
telegraph soon as possible regarding arrangements for next week.” 
 
On 1st July Mr. Bell sent a second telegram to the PMG., Lagos: 
 
“Reference my telegram 29th June stop understand from air company that for next two weeks they anticipate air 
service will operate to and from Kano only in accordance with following timetable depart Khartoum 5th and 12th 
July arrive Kano 6th and 13th July stop Depart Kano 7th and 14th arrive Khartoum 8th  and 15th arrive London 
12th and 19th July stop Expected full service will be resumed with westbound service leaving Khartoum 19th due 
Lagos 21st & eastbound service due leave Lagos 19th July.” 
 
Although in the Imperial Airways Lagos agents’ telegram a closure of Apapa aerodrome for three or four weeks 
was anticipated, in the event services were affected for only two weeks, these being WAS 74 & 75 and WAN 74 & 
75.  On the 14th July the Governor of Nigeria sent the following telegram to the Secretary of State for the Colonies: 
 
“Apapa aerodrome stop No. 1 runway in serviceable condition stop Mail service resumed on 12th July stop 
Condition of runways 3 and 4 not yet satisfactory stop Neighbouring territories and Khartoum have been informed 
stop” 
 
The most complete explanation of the causes of the closure of Apapa are given in a letter dated 23 July 1937 from 
The Governor of Nigeria to The Right Honourable W.G.A. Ormsby Gore, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
extracts from which are given below: 
 
“On the morning of Sunday, the 26th June, the mail aeroplane attempted a routine trial run prior to taking off on 
the flight to Kano and, just after leaving the hangar, one wheel sank about two feet into the surface over an under-
drain below the concourse.  No damage was sustained by the aeroplane, which was hauled back into the hangar in 
about twenty minutes.  A test of the whole of No. 1 runway showed that the surface was weak over each of the six 
under-drains crossing the runway.  Elsewhere the runway was generally in good order.  The extent of the defects 
proved to be limited to an area some 60 yards wide and 2 yards long in the hard strip over each of the six drains.  
Similar defects were found on Nos. 3 and 4 runways.  The landing ground was accordingly closed pending 
completion of the necessary repairs. 
Remedial measures were at once put in hand and, after an inspection on the 9th of July, the ground on No. 1 
runway was found to be fit for the resumption of the service and the mail aeroplane left for Kano at 11 a.m. on 
Monday, the 12th of July.  Similar measures are in hand in connection with Nos. 3 and 4 runways and it is 
anticipated that they will shortly be ready for use.”  
 
From the above I hope it will be seen that covers conveyed by the four services mentioned above have an 
interesting story attached to them and those to and from places south of Kano can be placed into the category of 
delayed mail since the necessary train journey from Lagos to Kano took longer than the air service. 
 
An additional complication to the story is caused by a planned change of timetable of the Lagos – Khartoum 
service which was due to be implemented on the 2nd of July, commencing with services WAS75 and WAN75.  
The change to the feeder service schedules was caused by changes to the Imperial Airways African service 
timetable resulting in different days of arrival at and departure from Khartoum. 
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Shell Oil Company plan of Apapa aerodrome, dated 1936.  Where is No. 2 runway? 
Plan courtesy of Mr. Bill Colley. 
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The operation of the services affected: 
 
As stated above, two services in each direction were affected by the closure of Apapa.  A comparison of their 
scheduled and actual itineraries is given: 
 
WAS74: 
 Scheduled:  Actual: 
 

 Dep. Khartoum 29 June (Tues.) Dep. Khartoum 29 June Delia (to schedule) 
 Arr. Kano 30 June (Wed.) Arr. Kano 30 June Delia (to schedule) 
 Dep. Kano 01 July (Thurs.) Dep. Kano 01 July Train (to schedule) 
 Arr. Lagos 01 July (Thurs.) Arr. Lagos 03 July Train (2 days late) 
 
WAN74: 
 

  Scheduled:    Actual: 
 

 Dep. Lagos 27 June (Sun.) Dep. Lagos 28 June Train (1 day late) 
 Arr. Kano 27 June (Sun.) Arr. Kano 30 June Train (3 days late) 
 Dep. Kano 28 June (Mon.) Dep. Kano 01 July Delia (3 days late) 
 Arr. Khartoum 29 June (Tues.) Arr. Khartoum 02 July Delia (3 days late) 
 
WAS75: 
 

 Scheduled:  Actual: 
 

 Dep. Khartoum 05 July (Mon.) Dep. Khartoum 07 June Delia (2 days late) 
 Arr. Kano 06 July (Tues.) Arr. Kano 08 July Delia (2 days late) 
 Dep. Kano 07 July (Wed.) Dep. Kano 10 July Train (3 days late) 
 Arr. Lagos 07 July (Wed.)  Arr. Lagos  12 July Train (5 days late) 
 
WAN75: 
 

  Scheduled:    Actual: 
 

 Dep. Lagos 05 July (Mon.) Dep. Lagos 05 July Train (to schedule) 
 Arr. Kano 05 July (Mon.) Arr. Kano 07 July Train (2 days late) 
 Dep. Kano 06 July (Tues.) Dep. Kano 08 July Delia (2 days late) 
 Arr. Khartoum 07 July (Wed.) Arr. Khartoum 09 July Delia (2 days late) 
 
The scheduled days of arrival and departure vary between the no. 74 and no.75 services for the reason 
explained previously.  I am able to provide more accurate detail of the services here than those given in my 
book,2 having discovered, after its publication, more complete movement records in “Lloyd’s Daily List.”3  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1 
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Figure 1 shows a cover datestamped Zaria, 26 June 1937.  It was sent by train to Kano from where it departed 
3 days late via service WAN74, operated by the DH86 Delia.  After arrival at Khartoum on 2 July, it departed 
the following day via Imperial Airways service KN1, operated by the Short S23 flying boat Centaurus, which 
arrived at Southampton on the 5th.  The West African mail was 2 days late. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Fig. 2 
 
Figure 2 shows a cover datestamped Onitsha, 30 June 1937, backstamped Oshogbo 2 July and Lagos 4th.  It 
was sent by the Monday train to Kano from where it departed on the 8th via service WAN75, operated by the 
DH86 Delia, which arrived Khartoum on the 9th.  It was then flown by Imperial Airways service KN2, 
operated by the Short S23 flying boat Canopus, which departed 10th and arrived Southampton 13th.  The 
West African mail was 3 days late. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Fig. 3 
 

Figure 3 shows a cover datestamped Altringham, 1 July 1937, backstamped Maiduguri 14th.  It was flown by 
I.A. service KS2, operated by the S23 flying boat Courtier, which departed Southampton 9 July and arrived 
Khartoum 12th (1 day late).  It was then flown by service WAS76, operated by Delia to Fort Lamy, then by 
Dione, which departed Khartoum 13 July and arrived Maiduguri 14th.  Dione flew WAS76 through to Lagos, 
it being the first southbound service after Apapa aerodrome was reopened. 
 
References: 
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2 Wingent, P., Movements of Aircraft on Imperial Airways’ African Route, Winchester, 1991. 
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