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Editorial

Greetings to you all. | hope you enjoy the cordeasftthis issue and agree with me that it contaivgide
range of topics and some very unusual material.

Once again, | have to thank the six people, apam imyself, who made contributions and congratulagen
on their fine efforts. | fear | am yet again goitagbang my poor old head against the proverbiakbwall
reminding those who never contribute that this magg with only 22 members, relies upon each of mou
send me something to include on a regular badsasl make an effort to find at least one smah ite send
because after this year, | am only going to incladeghe mailing list people who contribute. Thegeptive
ones among you will notice that this edition isrfpages shorter than usual and would have beestiésEl
hadn’'t added the article about the closure of Agsradrome. | apologise to any of you who are nezmbf
the West Africa Study Circle because this articik also appear in the June edition of their journa

Duncan Crewe brought to my attention a new boolitledt“Fly

Now — a colourful story of flight from hot air bathn to the 777
worldliner.” It is by Joanne Gernstein London, wiso Curator,
Aeronautics Division of the Smithsonian Nationalr Aind Space
Museum. The book is full of illustrations of aimé posters from the
Smithsonian collection featuring a wide range ofire@s including
Imperial Airways posters, some of which neither Bam nor | have
seen before. | also noted a previously unknowrmt Wilson
Airways poster. | bought my book from Amazon a thassive costiRaLIITIRI{I]
of 22P, although | did have to pay £2-80 postagkiatook two or \{-I]F FLIGHT FROM

three weeks to arrive because it came by surfadefnom Texas. | 0l ""E,E“HWH 10 )
have just checked the Amazon website and copiestéiravailable THETTT “WORLDLINER
(writing this in mid-May); | noticed one going f@i7 P!

[HE POSTER COLLEC
HE SMITHSORIAN NATIONAL 41R AND
[

The sale by Argyll Etkin of the wonderful colleati@f Rhodesias and Nyasaland air mails belongiriggiith
Hanman has just finished. My goodness, althougteét Keith quite frequently, | hadn't realized wilaat
superb collection he had assembled. My mouth wdtgrst reading the lot descriptions and the qualithe
material was such that many lots sold for two oe¢htimes the estimate, and sometimes even mooe. F
example, a cover from Nkana involved in the fortzdling of the flying boa€Corsair on the River Dungu in
March 1939, was estimated at £300 — 350 and sol€3(?00 — and that's before the buyer's premium is
added. For those interested, the realizationa\aiable on the Argyll Etkin website.

Speaking of websites, | seem to remember makirsgstiggestion once before and there was no respmutse,
| will give it another go. Just as we inform eaxther when a new book is available, how about sendie
the addresses of just a few of the websites yalirfinst useful? | am sure we would all benefit freush an
exercise. To get the ball rolling, here are a é&mine:

www.congoposte.be it is a massive site containing everything edab Belgian Congo philately.
www.flightglobal.com/pdfarchive/index.htrmlcontains every edition of “Flight Magazine.”
www.nzstamps.org.uk/our member Robert Clark’s excellent website @iZmails and much more).
www.goldenyears.ukf.net/home.htngives fleet lists of a wide range of airlinesrigavide.

Request for information:

Stan Wheatcroft has an interest in the Apex exbibibf 1934 which included a very large entry ofigtelic
exhibits. He remembers that Joan Widowson onceahaalmareés (list of the award each entry receibed)
this has disappeared. Do any of you have such arig; if so, and would you be good enough to pi@8tan
with a copy please?

Finally, 1 would like to welcome new member Johnrgys, who many of you will know for doing a very
fine job as the new editor of “Air Mail News.”
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A censored Czech cover to South Africa
By Richard Beith

Rakovnik (west of Prague), 21 I1X 38, to JohnannegkBouth Africa, no backstamp. On the reverse PRAH
7 air mail transit mark for 22 1X 38 and Athens teo&erienne transit for 28 IX 38.

Greek currency control hand stamp and straightGBE&NSUROVANO applied in Prague.
Probably carried Athens-Durban on flight DS 131Cisce and Cordelia.

Rate: 9.50 Kc = 2.50 Kc overseas letter + 2 x Kélbg air fee.

All inward and outward international mails, surfaaed air, were censored in Czechoslovakia from mid-
September to mid-November 1938 as a consequerthe dflunich' or Sudeten German crisis.

Censorship was carried out in three centres, Pragu® and Trencin, Slovakia. Luckily the three than

stamps are easily distinguished, one from the ofBero used a boxed script format, Trencin an @aNdr
case, Slovak language, ‘censurované'.

For further details see: Richard Beith: "Postalsteship of international mails in Czechoslovakiaimly the
1938 Sudetenland crisis: An Introduction”, CivilrGership Study Group Bulletin, July 2011, pp110-118
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Imperial Airways’ flight record card
Material provided by Bryan Dudley-Samp

Bryan spotted the card illustrated below for sale on ebay. Unfortunately, he was not the successful bidder but
he saved the poor quality illustration provided by the vendor. At the bottom of the page | have added a clear
facsamile of the text on the reverse. Thisis a very rare item but being preprinted, it begs the question, were
such cards completed for every |.A. service? Has any reader seen asimilar card?

Card posted Mombasa 24 May 31

P
<«

TRANSIT TIMES OF CORRESPONDENCE DESPATCHED
B e
ON SERVICE OF IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

As the date of despatch from ENGLAND AFRICA

London is stated on the card,

h : 1 Dateof posting from London May 8th Time 19.00h (B.S.T.)
it must have been enclosed in 2 Dateof recdiptat MombasaMay20th  Time 10am (L.S.T.)
an envelope for the outward 3 Dateof despatch from Mombasa May 24th Time 11am (L.S.T.)
flight, which was ASL1. 4 Dateof receiptinLondon  5/6 Time 08.00 (B.S.T.)
It was flown from Mombasa PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN BY AIR MAIL TO:
: Traffic Manager
to London by service AN12. Imperial Airways Ltd.
Airways House
Charles Street
L.ST. - Loca Standard Time London SW.1

B.S.T. - British Summer time
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Thelndian Ocean Route of BOAC/QANTAS, 1943-1945. Part 2.
By Alistair Watt

Introduction of the Airgraph Service to Australia

As far as civilian mail goes, the airgraph mailvims and the Indian Ocean route were interwoveis worth
mentioning that after a few disappointing trialghwnails for troops for Christmas 1942, the UK —sk&alia
airgraph service finally commenced on 4th June 19481 the UK, arriving Melbourne 22nd June.
Acceptances for the return service opened 5th 1648 with the trans-Pacific USAF flight leaving hiQune
and the airgraph films arriving London on the 22nde. However, these first services during Juecanly
July were actually carried over the Ferry Commartldtic — Canada route and via US military transpor
aircraft across the Pacific. It is reported (Cetlythat for a short period the airgraph mail sssiin fact
alternated between the Indian Ocean and Pacifia®®azutes until early in August when all such maxicept
that to and from Canada, was despatched over thefaoute.

Development of the Route through 1944

Table 2 is my own synthesis to complete recordsalbfthe initial 50 services in each direction i.e.
conveniently up to those listed in Proud Vol 2 (These flight details have been compiled from labée
archival information; Qantas records, including t@atalina “visitors book;” log books and personal
information from Dr. Rex Senior (2) who is a swing member of the Service 1Q1 Crew!

Although the Cocos Islands were not to be a scleedsdop, within the first six months a couple oéaplly
planned flights had been made there. As shownANTAS records, the first was an additional flighorh
Kogalla (note the code name “James” for Cocos)@h August 1943 to transfer two military meteorasis

to the island before continuing on to AustraliaheTsecond was a diverted scheduled service ouertti,P
2Q38 on 14th January 1944 to pick up a VIP passermyeaval radar expert. Whilst at Cocos Island
overnight, there was added excitement due to @amated bombing by a long range Japanese airplandt(3
is possible that some mail was flown out on thgmeigl landings but it would certainly be hiddenabgloak

of secrecy at that time. It is worth noting thatddon Fysh returned from his successful sojouthenJK on
1Q8, during which Capt. Crowther managed to makes#rvice rather different by making it the longafst
all these Indian Ocean flights at a massive 31)d&@0 minutes!

A couple of flights listed are notable for expedey a delay due to engine problems out of Pene
resulted in a major delay of several days and émeice was combined with that next scheduled. Aeot
flight into Perth from Kogalla actually had to makéorced landing at Geraldton on the West Austratiorth
coast due an engine oil leak, the flight being gledethere for two days.

As 1944 continued, the Catalina services becamee mafficient particularly as experience with weather
forecasting was gained. Due to the low payloadrofind 400 kg. (and this haditelude the weight of each
passenger!) it was necessary to adopt an orderaftigs for the mail. Dr Rex Senior was ablepimvide
me with his recollection of the priorities adoptedflight planning, although the mail loading careethe
aircraft already in bags. It is very interestihgttan allowance of around 25 kg. was typicallyuded for
Australian prisoners of war correspondence. It mait be that some of the POW airmail items thatsee
with a “via Pacific” superscription were in faco¥n over the Indian Ocean as any indicator forléter
route was strictly forbidden.

The airgraph illustrated in figure 1 is from Westisralia, postmarked 29th May 1944 and with arvalri
backstamp of 18th June. This shows a reasonabtk guainsit time of only 20 days considering that@uld
have had to have been transferred across the eahtio Melbourne for the processing onto film ahdnt
returned back to WA.
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Figurel

Airletters and other mail

Whereas we can assume that virtually all Empirgraphs, except those to or from Canada, were daviée
the Catalina services, it is difficult to be cemtédr other mail items due to the prioritising grst and also
that no superscriptions could be used that idegtifhe highly secretive Indian Ocean route. Thetgr in
figure 2 is an example of what may have been ahbiieCatalina. It is an early 6d. airletter frone tUK to
Australia dated 4th February 1944. If it was intfearried by air it would have gone on a Catabeavice
from Karachi to Perth either on service 1Q39 owiser 1Q40. There is no backstamp to confirm this
unfortunately. The military sender was based atRB&F headquarters in London and it is to a mijitar

addressee in Australia. It is a pity that it was readdressed as requested as it may well hane¢beived a
backstamp!
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Figure 2

The cover in figure 3 is to me one of the gems fthenindian Ocean route and again it is due tactfiecting
instincts and contacts of Hudson Fysh. On 24th Aud©®44 the 6d. airletter became available forliaivi
usage on mail from the U.K. to Australia. Althouigi that date the Liberator land planes had alrdmabn
introduced on 17th June 1944 for a new Perth -rheath — Ceylon run in parallel with the Catalingss is
one of the occasions when it can be determineahadirletter was carried by Catalina. This “fiflight”
mailing was flown by BOAC Sunderland flying boat Karachi, then by QANTAS Catalina service 1Q82
from Karachi to Perth on 31st August 1944. ArrivaPerth was on the 2nd September and the cowea ha
Sydney backstamp of 4th September 1944. Airgralaitsd in the U.K. 24th August 1944 and representing
the introduction of the new reduced civilian aifgunaate of 3d. were also carried via this routing.

Figure3
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The newspaper cutting in figure 4 was the firstamtement made to the public reporting the existerfic
the hitherto top secret route.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842-1954), Saturday 5 August 1944,
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Liberators and Lancastrians

In June 1944, a single converted Liberator bombagain owned by BOAC and operated by Qantas, was
introduced to the Indian Ocean Route and was fatbim November by a second. The services flew from
Learmonth to Ceylon. These aircraft provided atlyencreased payload capacity and the full pastalice

for civilian airletterscame into operation; the name “Kangaroo” servies given to this routing. It is not my
intention here to cover the development of thisiserin detail as that has been already well docuetkin
“The Australian Airmail Catalogue” and by Proudhefe are several philatelic “first flight” itemsailable
which record these developments. The same musbalsaid for the introduction of the Lancastrianraft
over the route in June 1945. Because of the sgcoécthese Indian Ocean operations, no public
announcement was made about their existence ungiigt 1944 (4).

It is necessary to clear up one point however. NMédeairgraphs and airletters can as a rule benasisto
have been carried all the way by air, this caneotaken for ordinary “air” letter mail. From 4tbnk 1944,
the UK and Australia readopted standard air méiteates of 1/3d. and 1/6d. per %2 oz. and airstajuettes
had to be applied. However, this did not in any\gaarantee that letters so franked would be flathe
way to their destinations! It is important to #ealthis air mail could be flown from the UK to slaylia, and
then transferred to a slow boat across the Indiega® if there was no available aircraft capacithe sea
transport would not be just a mail service but widuhve to wait for a convoy run across the Indiaedh
with added delays. We have here to be guided éyransit times we know for the “all air” airgrapasd
airletters. Hence we need to see letter mail fréinses of around three weeks and less. The waly it can
be determined that an “air mail” franked letter veasried by air is to have the backstamp recordite a

transit time.
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Figure5

The cover in figure 5 is postmarked Sydney, 24tboBer 1944 but has a UK backstamp of 17th November
1944. The transit time of only 24 days would cettasuggest that it went all the way by air.

The only other cover that | really consider to hbaeen flown across the Indian Ocean is postmarkaild)&tt,

in NSW, 12th May 1945, backstamped Perth, W.A RBlay 1945 and a Chungking, China, arrival datestamp
of 6th June 1945. As it had to cross the Humpedauthat time, | can only conclude that it hadhé&we been
carried by air from Perth to Ceylon.

For comparison | have a reference cover postmé2Red February 1945 which is franked 1/3d. and baars
air mail label. The backstamp is 10th April 194%ing a transit time of 49 days. Obviously thereswent
much of a “by air” component here!

By the end of 1944 it was becoming obvious thatliiiberators offered faster Australia - Ceylon cings

and a heavier payload could be carried. Consequéind 8th December 1944 service, 2Q101, saw the
Catalina flights reduced back to one each weeludPgives listings with some details of events &icthe
remaining flights. However, it is worth noting ogerious incident. On the night of January 5th5]134e
Catalina service 4Q41 from Perth had to make ttsg, find only, emergency landing at Cocos Islareltdu
engine problems. A relief Catalina came througb tlays later and continued the service to Kogalla.

With the added introduction on May 318945 of Lancastrians to the Indian Ocean route, f#ithful
Catalinas soon became redundant. Although for tasiguwveeks there were still the three differemtraift
types flying three different routes, making specifirovenance of covers virtually impossible! Thstla
scheduled Catalina service flight was 2Q132 out of Perthl@July 1945 and then 1Q134 from Karachi on
16th July. | have an airgraph 7th July 1945, Séuthtralia to the UK, arrival backstamp of 19thydwhich |
fondly imagine could have been carried on 2Q32, theh again it was likely to be a Liberator or a
Lancastrian!

Acknowledgements
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Finally, | can find no way to express my thanksd #me pleasure | received from being able to makeact
with Dr. Rex Senior, now aged 91 years young. ds\just amazing to talk to Rex on the phone anddtise
that this was actually someone wimade this history happen all those years ago. Rex wagwa member,
First Officer, on that first flight 1Q1. He wassal First Officer when 2Q38 came under Japanesekadia
Cocos Island. He has written a most readable ataafuhis own personal adventures on the Indiana@ce
route, reference no. 7 which can be found on ttegnet at:
http://mastermariners.org.au/file/Double_Sunrisevise_docx_Compatibility_Mode.pdf

Tablel. Continuation of Flight Schedules from those given in Fig. 2in Part 1 of thisarticle

Note. Dates in italics indicatesaheduled date. Other dates are those confirmed from afiight records.

Perth to Kogalla Kogallato Perth

Flt No. Date Day Flt No Date ay
2010 22.9.43 Wed 1011 21.9.43 Tues
2011 30.9.43 Thur 1Q12 28.9.43 Tues
2Q12 7.10.43 Thur 1Q13 5.10.43 Tues
2013 13.10.43 Wed 1Q14 11.10.43 Tues
2014 21.10.43 Thur 1Q15 19.1043 Tues
2Q15 27.10.43 Wed 1Q16 25.10.43 Mon

1Q17 30.10.43 Sat

Flights now went through to Karachi

Perth to Karachi Karachi to Perth

2Q16 3.11.43 Wed

2Q17 * 9.11.43 Tues 1Q18 6.11.43 Sat
2018 13.11.43 Sat 1Q19 12.11.43 Fri
20Q19 17.11.43 Wed 1Q20 18.11.43 Thur
2Q20 22.11.43 Mon 1021 20.11.43 Sat
2021 27.11.43 Sat 1Q22 25.11.43 Thur
2Q22 1.12.43 Wed 1Q23 30.11.43 Tues
2Q23 6.12.43 Mon 1Q24 4.12.43 Sat
2024 11.12.43 Sat 1Q25 9.12.43 Thur
2025 15.12.43 Wed 1Q26 14.12.43 Tues
2Q26 20.12.43 Mon 1Q27 18.12.43 Sat
20Q27 25.12.43 Sat 1Q28 23.12.43 Thur
2028 29.12.43 Wed 1Q29 26.12.43 Sun
20Q29 3.1.44 1Q30 1.1.44

2Q30 8.1.44 1Q31 8.1.44

2031 12.1.44 1Q32 11.1.44

2Q32 17.1.44 1Q33 15.1.44

2Q33 21.1.44 1Q34 20.1.44

20Q34 26.1.44 1Q35 25.1.44

2035 * % 1Q36 29.1.44

* Initially departed on the 8th November 1943 hat to return due to engine problems. Informatiom
Dr. Rex Senior.

** |nitially departed Perth on 1st February baidhto return due to engine failure.
Combined with 1Q36 and rescheduled on 5th Febri@dy.
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Perth to Karachi Karachi to Perth
20Q36 5.2.44 1Q37 1.2.44
20Q37 9.2.44 1Q38 8.2.44
2Q38 ***  14.2.44 1Q39 11.2.44
2039 19.2.44 1Q40 17.2.44
20Q40 24.2.44 1041 23.2.44
2041 28.2.44 1Q42 26.2.44
2Q42 4.3.44 1Q43 4.3.44
2043 8.3.44 1Q44 7.3.44
20Q44 15.3.44 1Q45 11.3.44
20Q44 18.3.44 1Q46 16.3.44
20Q46 22.3.44 1Q47 2.3.44
2047 27.3.44 1Q48 25.3.44
2048 1.4.44 1Q49 30.3.44

*** Scheduled diversion to Cocos Island to pigkMIP passenger. Continued to Ceylon on the 15th
February 1944

Table2. Priority List Catalina services 1943

1 - Passengers
2 — Mall Military and Safe Hand despatches

Diplomatic
Airgraph
POW
Qantas Mail
3 — Freight
Appendix 1

Sample Page from the Catalina “Visitors’ Bbok
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Appendix 2

Sample Pages of Log BoolMr F. Nixon Flight Engineer

[

Alrerafl Time in Adr

2 Type Reg. Mo, . ﬁ*_z_ Min. Raaterks

Hrovught forveard

21"—/0—'-51 (70%4-_ @'HL:FM -!,‘5* -‘t.? M,}fw
25+ /0~%3, - w2725 ?ﬁ;”aiﬁ s

= PP R “ GC-ricFL 2% 3
=~ %3 A “ -
o~ ~ 43 - G-REIE /% | %« ,ﬁ
/- - %3 i % ‘fff /2 KA
fe=pr - %3 - G-ReFM |f /5 L
P~ — %3 &t i i ﬁs'i e
i Caveled forsard i/{z_ /9 :
i |
RECORD OF FLIGHTS iR
Adveralt Time in Afr
ke Type |  Reg.No. s Jin. _Tj"ﬁ N
| Brought fortcand | /2 /€

-0 -43 | olikpn | CFEFM 23| & Lyl A I E,
S =1~ : i C-RelE %0 ferl Zeot-
/%3 | e w2388 (e o

7-/2-43 « | GHerM 13 2?—i Bylon. 2o Haracde:
i (’_?_‘_fz_ F_; " | T 3‘3 ? :y{‘?’)‘ﬂ-ﬂ’é‘b‘: 'é' 4/‘0“1,_
/5243 « | GRgEM|  |58| Gyl Teof.
b ~[2-%3 o l Lo A9 30| lyle. T& AL,
i
Cavried foroard : AT AR T4

References

1 Intercontinental Airmails Vol. 2 - Asa and Australasia, E.B. Proud, Pub. Proud Publications, 2009.
2 Rex Senior. Private Communication May 2011.

3 Rex Senior. My Story of the Double Sunrisglfis. Internet published.

4 Australian Newspapers 1803-1954, Trove, National Library of Australia.



June 2012 (Issue 41) Imperial Aire/&azette

The E.A.M.S and the British Post Office.
By Peter Wingent

To mark the 75th anniversary of the introductiorthed Empire Air Mail Scheme (EAMS) | thought it rhig
be of interest to readers to investigate the effieetintroduction of the scheme had on the worldhghe
British Post Office and the posting habits of baesses and the public during the first months &tier
introduction of stage 1 in June 1937. The map shiowfigure 1 provides an overview of the three stagf
introduction of the scheme.
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Figure 1.

The diagram in figure 2 was constructed from siapublished in a Post Office Green Paper (YpnFthis
it can be seen that prior to the introduction & EhA.M.S., only 15% of letter mail was sent bytairSouth
Africa and only 20% to East Africa (approximatelyljhis meant that the Post Office had to attempghenge
the posting habits of over 80% of the British pabliho regularly sent letters to British Africa. &hwere
used to posting on a particular day of the weetatoh the regular sailings of British ships angaging the
1%d. per ounce ordinary surface rate to Britislowigls, whereas the E.A.M.S. rate was 1%dhpHrounce.

|
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L |
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|
|
|
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EIRED 20% | | 100% | Percentage mall by air | 1% 0% | | 15% 100%
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1831 1935 | | 1936 | [July'a7] Year 1932 1935 1936 |  |July'a7

EAST AFRICA | SOUTH AFRICA
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|Fider vingent, Jtwne (985

Figure 2.
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The Post Office campaign commenced immediatelyaasde seen in figure 3, which is an enlargemeptaf
of the advertisement shown on the front cover isfidsue, published in “The Times” of 30 June 1937.
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Boe not alfiz an
Alr Mall label to

your lettars for §
Y East and South

. POST THEHI _

§ Make every day post-
£ ina day for East and
i South  Africa,.  Post

fust a3 you do your

Pnsr IN THE °

RED

Latters lor East and 50
il South Alrica should 2%
i he posted i the BB
prdinary loticr-bongs, :-J'

A atrica. g : S not the biue anes.

EEET: S

Flgure 3

The instructions are clear but the public was agbtget some or all of them, particularly the fézat the
1%.d. rate was per_hatfunce. One of the ramifications of this was tpeligation by the British P.O. of
handstamps reminding the public of the correct wergte and the fact that détters were sent by air. A
study of these handstamps was featured in L A. @akim. 17, Appendix 4.1 (June 2000). An exampléhe
first type, issued for African destinations, is @iman figure 4.

&l ALL LETTERS L83 |

I - 'I‘ I-‘Jw- |-._ A 1 HT" -\’ EOR EacH !

L GPOSTAGE SOUTH AFRICA HALF |

Figure 4 : g RATE I G O E ‘f A | H OUNGE i1

The Post Office also reminded its staff, via th®.FDaily List shown in figure 5, of the ‘per halfioce’ rate
and that letters should be posted eveéay, no doubt to spread the massive sorting leaegssary due to a
500% increase in the volume of mail to be sentibgrathe African service.

No. 8470

POST OFFICE {5

Published by Authority of .".-

Thursduy, May 27, 1937

DAILY LIST

B. M Postmaster General

Notices appearing for the first time or io an amended form are marked Je
AIR MAILS

EMPIRE AIR MAIL.
EVERY DAY A MAIL DAY.

On and alte: _|'.JI|-.' 20th. all mail to the Union o Seuth Alnca will be carred by ate at 4 rate of 144, e
nall sunce. [!II- HEYICe l.l.'_:l.l leave thrae bmes per we sl and l,l',.'_ |||_|;‘,_||x Are ual-_'u- ] to asglst b I.__.._!-;.:_ Yy
1.]I|!}' :|||'.'= nol o '-'\'__1ii III| fi?n!'-l Ii '._J'\-

Figure 5
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Even two years after the E.A.M.S. was introducée, Post Office was still experiencing problems with
underpayment of mail, as is shown in the Presschdfl) issued by the G.P.O. in June 1939, shoig.i6.

Press Notice.

Ever since the Empire Air Mail Scheme started the Post Office
has found it difficult to get the public to appreciate and to remember
that the rate of postage for letters addressed to any of the countries
served by the scheme is 1id. for each half ounce, with the result that
many letters are posted underpaid and have to be surcharged double the
amount of the deficiency to be collected from the recipient., Officials
at St. Martins=le=Gmnd, however, are now congreatulating themselwves on
the fact that, according to statistics, their efforts to Liform the
public of the correct postage rate are bsaring fruit.

The first stags of the schems was introduced in Juns, 1937, on the
route to East and South Africa; and in the early monthas on that routs
every 100 lb. of mail contained, on the average, about 70 insufficiently
prepaid letters. MNow, after nearly two years, the mumber is practically
halved, The service was extended to India and Malaya in February, 1938;
and svery 100 1b. of mail for those countries yielded, at the outset,
about 80 underpaid letters., After rather more than a year's working the
number has been reduced to about 60, People who write to Australia and
New Zealand, to which countries the service was extended in July, 1938,
started rather badly by underpaying, on the awverage, more than 100 letters
in every 100 1b. of mail, but they seem to be growing "postage-rate-conscious’
relatively quickly beecause the figure is already, after less than a year'a
working, doewn to about 50,

The Post Office is now asking itself two questions = will the publio
maintain this welcome improvement and reduce underpayment still further;
and why are the pecple who write to India and Malaya so much slower to
learn than the others?

General Post Office, 1 Juna, 1939,

Figure 6
(The underlining of the word ‘half’ is on the onigil document)

| don’t have any P.O. statistics giving how margnis comprised 100 Ibs. of mail, but 100 Ibs. = @,Balf
ounces. Given that a relatively small proportiérihe items would weigh over half an ounce, perhapse
were 2,500 items in 100 Ibs., so 70 items is on8#2of the whole. (It must be remembered that dindy
class mail was carried by air, i.e. letters andiganot parcels).
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An early example of underpaid mail to South Afrissshown in figure 7. It was posted in Granthamlén
August 1937 and postage paid was 1%d. As it weligiver half an ounce, a charge of double the dafay
was raised by the British P.O. and postage duepstapplied upon arrival in Cape Town.

Figure 7 (reduced size)

The cover was flown by I.A. service DS16, operdigdhe S23 flying boa€astorthroughout. She departed
Southampton on 21 August and arrived Durban atOl8rBthe 27th. It was then flown from Durban t@p€a

Town by South African Airways’ twice-weekly CoastiSice on Saturday, 28 August (scheduled to degtart
09.15 and to arrive at 17.00). Cape Town postnsadated 29 August: they worked on Sundays!

Figure 8 is an extract from a Post Office staten{8hntprepared in mid-1938, which shows that theeee
5,041 items of underpaid mail in the despatch totlséfrica on 21 August 1937, of which the coversvea
part. Given the previous statement of an averdd® ainderpaid items per 100 Ibs. of mail, theltliad on
the despatch would have been 5,041 + 70 = 72 x=1DQ00 Ibs. = 3.214 tons. Whether or not thisoigect
is anybody’s guess but | enjoyed doing the calauit

ENGLAND - AFRICA SERVICE

Statement showing the nwmber of insufficiently prepeid L.C. items marked for surcharee in the Foreign Section

“England < Af#ica marvics.
Wodk ending Bhort letters \
P% ﬁﬁ" long Letters | Packets| Total

]
Awt Jugust, 1857 - - 5041
Bth " . - - - - R0a
4th Bsptenber " = - Ta11

Figure 8

References:

(1) Post Office Green Paper No. 45Air Mail,” published March 1939.
(2) British Postal Museum & Archive, Post 33/38@8@sufficiently prepaid correspondence.”
(3) Ibid.
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TheE.A.M.Sand Colonial Post Offices.
By Peter Wingent

Most of the effects on the British P.O. caused hmy introduction of the E.A.M.S. which | outlined my

article on the previous pages also applied to ¢algost offices. Of particular note was the instion by
post offices that blue air mail labels should netapplied to letters (labels were rendered unnacgsince
all letters were carried by air). | have foundstimstruction of great benefit during my tours efbers’ tables
at stamp fairs, since they seem to charge lessofars not sent by air! The cover below is an gatam

In Postal Notice No. 14 of 1937, dated 29 June 198& Northern Rhodesia Post Office included the
statement thatAir mail labels should not be affixed to and wilbt be supplied for use on correspondence
for the above mentioned countries(The countries being those participating in th&.K.S., Stage 1).

The cover is franked at the E.A.M.S. rate from Nerth Rhodesia to the U.K., which was 2d. per haifce.
This plain-looking cover is a very scarce examgleammercial mail from Mongu, a small village ireteast

of the country with a population of approximately Buropeans. In January 1939, RANA commencedran ai
service between Lusaka and Mongu, prior to whiehrttail was carried on the Zambezi River to Liviogst

by native barges, the journey taking anything fter to six weeks, depending upon the state ofitres.r

THE BOOK DEPOT of PM.E TN

The Beecrsiary
The British and Foreilgn
Bible Bocisty
146 GQueen Victoria Street
LONDON RYC.4
England

RANA Mongu ~ Lusaka service: dep. Mongu 06.00 11 April; arr. Lusaka 09.50 IdriA
RANA Lusaka ~ Salisbury servicelep. Lusaka 15.00 12 April; arr. Salisbury 17.18 Abril
RANA Salisbury ~ Beira service: dep. Salisbury 06.15 13 April; arr. Beira 08.45 ASil
Imperial Airways service DN187: dep. Beria 14.10 13 April; arr. So'ton. 16.40 18riA

(Times given for the RANA services are schedulbdse given for the I.A. service are actual)
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The island of Mauritius was included in the firge of the E.A.M.S. The rate to the U.K. was &@ts per
10 grammes. (Previously it had been 60 cents @grdmmes via South Africa; 50 cents per 10 gramrizes
Kenya and R1-25c. per 10 grammes via Madagascar).

The Mauritius post office did not state specifigdhat air mail labels should not be applied tongedestined
to countries participating in the E.A.M.S., althbuig did so by implication. In Government Notice® N4,
dated 24 June 1937, published in the Governmengt@aarticle (2) stated:

(2) A special blue lahel bearing the words JLAEMA o piad
free by the Post Office ghall bealfixed to the top left-hand corner
on the address side of every article which is addressed to
countries not participating in the Empire Air Mail sclieme or is

to Lie =zent by Air routes other than Empire Air Mail routes,

A= L]

All the covers | have seen sent from Mauritius ¢ordries participating in the E.A.M.S. do not bbare air
mail labels. The cover below is an example andtrhase weighed over 10 grammes. The triangular ‘T’
mark was applied by the Vacoas P.O. and a chargé gbld centimes was raised.

[MauRITION,
L T g — 1

A
b=

Mr. @ Urs. Qoombel.
J JJI.:-\. 2 l;.-l-'1l'lr11 "
Chafiford zRoad,
Ferdocombe.,

Kant.

The itinerary of the cover, posted at Vacoas oddruary 1938, is as follows:

Mauritus Government Railway, Midland Linell Jan. Vacoas ~ Port Louis
K.P.M. shipBontekoe: 11 Jan. sailed Port Louis; arr. Durb&ddn.
Imperial Airways service no. DN59: 20 Jan. dep. Durban; arr. Southampton 26 Jan.

Upon arrival at London Foreign Section, the coeseived the E.A.M.S. cachet on the reverse:

i I =it JEETE RS 8k S
} & TO E4ST AND  ror eAcH
§ ~ aTAGE SOUTH AFRICA HALF
L RATE. GO BY AIlF OUNGE

The two postage dues are cancelled Langton Grédembridge Wells, 27 Jan. 1938.

These are just two examples from many covers opén®md not bearing air mail labels but which wiogvn.
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Three coverswith a Mediterranean flavour.
By Laurence Kimpton

fmﬁ-ﬁ,

Figure 1

Hotel Cecil, Alexandria

Figure 1 shows a cover posted at Alexandria on U9 1936, with airmail cachet of Hotel Cecil. It is
addressed to Air Vice Marshall Sir Tom Webb-Browstaff Manager of Imperial Airways; he occupied this
post for four years and resigned in November 183lGwing a debate in parliament when Imperial Aaye
received much criticism on the issue of safetyha &ir. The cover would have been carried on servic
AN360, departing Alexandria on 21 July, operatedtmy Kent flying boat ‘Scipio’ to Brindisi. Hotel &2il
was used by Imperial Airways as a stop for teascaraovernight stop for passengers and crew (depeod
the changing schedules in the 1930s) on both Afrasad Eastern routes.

Figure 2 shows an example of one of the hotel'sudlil baggage labels.

] =

|

Propriafors ki) METZGER Figure 2
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Imperial Airwaysresumesthe Mediterranean route with callsat Crete and Corfu, May 1931

With the introduction of Imperial Airways’ summemietable in May 1931, a route through the Meditean
was resumed, replacing the Central European raiiate. The new service aimed to include a stdpaatdia
on the north coast of Crete, “if conditions peramtl inducement offers,” rather than at Suda BaWioabella
which services through the Mediterranean had uséard. (Candia is the Italian name for Irakliorscabpelt
Herakleon, the main city of Crete). Aerophilatelst Drossos of Athens prepared covers with a fliiggt
cachet which were posted at Iraklion on 24 May 1@Rure 3). A pencil note on the back of the costtes
“27 carried”. On 24 May the Kent flying boat ‘Satgr, operating IW111, the first westbound service,
attempted a landing outside the harbour at Candiaa gough sea. The aircraft bumped on the waves,
damaging a wing float, rose into the air again #ad to Mirabella (a sheltered bay in north-easet€y
where a smooth landing was made. ‘Scipio’ arrivefl@abella with the eastbound service IE113 orVEdy
and picked up the westbound mail from ‘SatyrushgTCalcutta flying boat ‘City of Alexandria’ waofin
empty from Alexandria to pick up the eastbound mailoaded from ‘Scipio’). This incident is des@&ibin
Peter Wingent's ‘Aircraft Movements on Imperial ways’' Eastern Route, Vol. 1, 1927-1937’, page 5& T
cover illustrated would have been taken to Mirabtdljoin the mail being loaded onto ‘Scipio’; itackstamp

at Weybridge on 28 May, the day after service IWatrdved at Croydon, confirms this. For the followyi
services a landing on unsheltered waters outsidehéitbour at Candia/lraklion was replaced by a agll
Mirabella.

Figure 3

Corfu had been a stop when Imperial Airways opetseservice to India in March 1929. Presumably rhad
not been flown from Corfu in 1929, as the covarsitated (figure 4), posted at Corfu on 25 May 1834 a
cachet stating ‘First Airmail Corfu-London, May 193The back of the cover again reveals it wastecay
Mr. Drossos; presumably the cachet was also crdagedim. The cover would also have been flown on
service IW111, the first to follow the resumed Medianean route. It departed Corfu on 26 May onpisg
one day late because of the incident in Crete ldedrabove. The cover was backstamped in New York on
June.
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Figure 4

U.K. ~Karachi ~New Zealand, May 1929 and November 1930
By Robert Clark

In the December 2010 issue of the IA Gazette, Weltba cover postmarked in Liverpool on 28th MareR4
that was addressed to New Zealand and flown oridteCroydon — Karachi air mail on 30th March -h 6t
April [1]. As it has a Karachi transit mark on 6#fpril, it was definitely flown although the firstfficial
acceptance of air mail from the UK to AustraliaMew Zealand via Karachi was not until IE 23 on 31st
August. That service crashed at Djask and the wesl burnt. The first successful acceptance wastlar?
7th September.

It was often the case that postal authorities viearey indulgent about mail sent on first flightsly question
is whether this indulgence continued. The covdfigure 1 is postmarked in Dorset on 13th May 1929 ia
addressed to Wellington, New Zealand. It has rguitistructions ‘Per Air Mail via India’, but has riansit
marks. It was clearly intended for the air mailvss via Karachi, but was it flown?

The ordinary mail for Australia and New Zealandseld on a Thursday and was sent by rail throughcEram
Marseilles to connect with the ship to Australiailetthe Karachi air mail closed 1% days later @nv on a
Saturday and joined up at Colombo with the ordimaayl. Hence the Karachi air mail gave no advantfage
mail to Australia or New Zealand that was postetdndon after 7am on a Saturday and before the\firig
Thursday evening. It is therefore not surprisingttthere was little demand for this air mail seevio
Australia and New Zealand and, according to Bilgdieit was withdrawn between May 1930 and May 1932
[2]. His article shows that the service was incllige the British Post Office Air Mail Rates Scheeldbr
October 1929, but not in the schedules for Spr®@0]1 October 1930 or Spring 1931.

The Mail Time Tables published in ‘The West Ausaml up to 11th September 1930 have, under ‘Karachi
London Air Mail’, the statement:

‘Leave London Saturday, and mails connect withstieamer at Colombo.’
That statement is missing from the tables for B#ptember onwards.
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Figure 1: UK — New Zealand air mail, 13 May 1929

The air mail cover to New Zealand in Figure 2 istpmarked in Reading on 19th November 1930, i.e at
time when the service was not listed in the Posic®©&chedule. So, again the question is whetherbiit
was flown. The cover has no routing instructionsransit marks.

Figure 2: UK — New Zealand air mail, 19 Novembe809

The cover appears to be over-franked as the Ock®@23 Air Mail schedule shows that the air maikharge
to India and Australia had been reduced from &atito

References
[1] Karachi — London Air Mail to and from New Zealarn@29-1930 R Clark. Imperial Airways Gazette, pp
33-38, December 2010.

[2] Aspects of the London-Karachi and the Perth-AdeldbutesW H Legg, Air Mail News, vol. 44, pp
106-116, August 2001.



June 2012 (Issue 41) Imperial Aire/&azette

Caledonia’s first trans-Atlantic flight
By Duncan Crewe

In the summer of 1937, Imperial Airways and Pan Aoz Airways began a series of experimental trans-
Atlantic flights. Imperial Airways employed two 3$2lying boats specially equipped for long-ranggtits.
They wereCaledoniaand Cambria. By the end of September 193CZaledoniahad made six Atlantic
crossings (three round trips) a@dmbriahad made four crossings (two round trips).

Officially, mail was not carried on any these fligh However, in his book “Irish Airmails,” WilliariMurphy
states that twelve covers were carried each wagi®first flight byCaledoniaand were signed on the reverse
by Capt. A.S. Wilcockson. The cover below is bedig to be the thirteenth known cover and diffemsrir
those described by Murphy because it was carrigdanthe outward flight and is not signed by Witkeon.
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The cover was probably cancelled by favour at Feyaral given to the addressee who handed it tailtiteop
another crew member who took it to Botwood with hilthe Newfoundland 5 cents franking paid the si&fa
fee back to London.

The following details ofCaledonia’strans-Atlantic flights were published in the “Soetth Daily Echo,”
editions of 5th, 6th and 16th July 1937.

The Caledonialeft Southampton Water at 10.44 on Sunday, 5 daty arrived at Foynes at 15.20. She took
off from there on her Atlantic crossing at 19.5& #ame day and landed at Botwood, Newfoundlan®.860
the next morning (times given are B.S.T.) aftelight of 15 hours, 8 minutes. The following dayessiew
approximately 900 miles from Botwood to Montreales the crew received a tremendous welcome. They
left the aircraft moored in the St. Lawrence Riged were taken in a Government launch to the dfyoks
where they were carried in a procession to the Bail in open motor cars, headed by police motariey
patrols with their sirens screaming.

Later they flew on to New York, which was in thedés of a terrific heat wave, where the crew were
generously entertained by Pan American Airwaysvaeiie shown many of the sights.

The Caledoniaflew back from New York to Botwood from where shmade the return Atlantic crossing
departing at 22.25 on 15 July and arriving at Feyatel0.32 on the 16th.
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Left

The crew ofCaledoniaon her flight from
Foynes to Botwood.

From left to right:

Radio Officers T.E. Hobbs and T.A. Valette,
First Officer C.H. Bowes and Captain A.S.
Wilcockson.

Because of adverse weather and 40 m.p.h.
headwinds, Caledonia made most of the
1,200 miles flight only 1,000 feet above the
Atlantic.

Right
Caledoniain flight over Manhattan,
New York on 9 July 1937.
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The Athena fireat Ddhi.

Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan sent the copies of the front and reversiefcover shown below, which survived the fire viahic
destroyed the Imperial Airways’ AW X\Athena. It was datestamped at London Foreign Section 2n 2
September 1936 and departed Croydon the next dapant the HP4Rleracles operating service IE482.

At Karachi, Athenatook over the service from the HPK2drian. She departed on 28 Sept. and, after a night
stop at Jodhpur, arrived at Delhi the next day wad timetabled to continue to Calcutta for the rmaght
stop. However, whilst being refueled at Delhi, émgines were started too early and she caught fire

In my Eastern route aircraft movements book (Vol.pjovided a summary of events, taken from “Llayd’
Weekly Casualty Reports,” but | am sure that mesbell be interested to read the full version shawthe
next page, together with other reports.

The mail salvaged from the fire departed Delhi @hSpt. in the AW XVArethusa,which carried it to
Singapore where it was transferred to the DIA88laide. She arrived Charleville on 6 Oct., where the cove
was transferred to a Butler Air Transport Co. afcwhich carried it to Cootamundra and from thieneas
sent by train to Adelaide where it arrived on tlke 8The “Salvaged from/ATHENA” cachet is a typeokm
applied to Australian mail.
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ATR LINER DESTROYED BY TFIRE
AT DELHI, INDIA

E_n.mchl Sept. ¥ —lmperial Alrways
anpnouncs . that the eastbound aiv loar
ATHENA was destroyed by fire ab Doelhi
Ajrport.  Pagsengers and crew sale.

TImperial  Airwaya atate that the fire
was caused wlen the enpiues were boing
ghurlod in resdinesa for the take-off. The
maching getually had not moved. —Houter,

London, Sept. 20.—An  offleial of
Imperinl Airwaya sfated: The enpines of
the ATHENA were being started up ot
Dalhi this morning ready for o Aight Lo
Calcutts when one of them vaugil fire.
The wsusl procedurs is for the engioes to
be atarted by meochanics before passenpgers
and crew go on board., Paescopers and
croew were, therefore, not involved.  The
ATHENA was oporeling on Lhe servico
which commenced from  London  on
Sepl., 23, being enguged on Lhe section
of the route between Iarachi amd
Singaporae. A relief "plane left Karachi
this morning and Ehe service will ba
delayed only a few hours, The ATIIENA
is one of the Atelunta claoss of air liners,
spacinlly designed for Indian and Hastarn
routes, Ib has tapuclil-g for 11 passengers,
mail and bagpege, and i3 driven by four
engines.

l:lathi Sept. 20 —Aboubk half ihe mail
E'I:IK land and intermediote stalions
i’m places enst of Delbi on the Imperisl
Cddrways liner ATHENA was destrayed, OF
the remsainder, the letlers were chareed but
are deciphorable. Only 36 mailbags are in-
tact, The mails for Allahabad, Celeutin
and RBenpgoon suffered mosl, Hlises . for
Australin and the Far East are larpgely
jotact,—" The Times" Correspondent.

Simla, Sept. 30.—0ul of 113 mailbags
and 83  packels [from g air  liner
ATHENA, 27 baps and 12 packets in
fairly good condition are being farwarded
to their destinetion, and 21 fresh bags
have been mode up, composed of faicly
undameged corvespondence,—euler,

Delhi, Sept, 30.~Thao relief "plung frowm
Karachi, taking the place of the Tmperial
Airwaya liner ATHENA, which was de-
stroyed by fira at Delbi airporl yeslecday,
left hare Lhis morning on the eastward
journey. On board the reliefl 'plane were
two of the ATHENA'S passensers, Cap-
tain J, I, Palrick and Mr, I (. Lundon,
a6 well as 8 guantity of the salved mails,
—Reuter.

THE AIR LINER DESTROYED BY
FIRE AT DELHI, INDIA

London, Oct, 6—Ths Postmaster-
Genera]l anoounces that the air mails for
the Duteh East Tndies and Doarwin, Perll,
Adelaide, Christchureh snd  Wellinglon
were galved intact when the air liner
ATHENA woas rocently destroyed by flig
bt Idethi, ‘Thess mails, aa woll s cerlain
other pulved correspondence, have besn
gent on  from Delhdi by aic to  their
destinations,

Left From “Lloyd’s Weekly
Casualty Reports,” 2 Oct.
1936 edition.

Right From “The Times,”
30 Sept. 1936 edition.

Left From “Lloyd’s Weekly

Casualty Reports,” 9 Oct.

1936 edition.

Right From “The Times,”
7 Oct. 1936 edition.

| AIR-LINER BURNT IN
[ DELHI

| HALF THE MAILS SAVED
| - FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
DELHI, Serr: 29

Just as she was about lo’ start. for
{ Caleutta from the civil aerodrome here at
| & o'clock this morning, the Imperial Air-
| ways liner Athena burst {nto flames and
was completely burat out. L
Her crew of three and her twe
passengers, Captain J. 1. Painck, an
Australian, and Mr. F. G. London, a
| Singapore archilect, escaped unhur, ex-
cepls that the: First Officer was slightly
scorched. About half the mail from Eng-
land and intermediate stations for places
teast of Delhi was destroyed. Of the
remainder, the letters were charred but
| are deciphzrable. Only 35 mailbags are
|intact.  The mails for Allahabad,
| Caleutta, and Rangoon suffered most.
| Those for Australia and l.hc hr East arc
{argely intact, -
|  The Athena arrived from I'xlﬂl:hl :a‘rrlj'
| this marning. When she was due lo Jeave
two engines were starfed with a jack
operating the compressed Ilt—t}llndcr A
new cylinder had been fitted for the third
engine, and immediately the jack operaled
there wai a loud explosion, the under-
carriage caught fire, and the flames 3 ead
rapidly. The pilot, Mr. Gorry
who had piloted the il-[ated CII‘]I' of
Khartourn, shouled a warning 1o the
ssengers, who scrambled out, and then
ﬁ the'erew and the acrodrome stafl
1o fight the flames and save the mail The
intense heat,’ however, drove them back
nd the flames reached the petriol Lanks
fore the arrival of the fire brigade,
relicf machine is to arrive to-night
frbm Karachi 1o take on the salvaged mail
I pm.sr,ngcrs_ The Acting Direclor of
Civil Aviation arrived here this evening
o bcgm an official inguiry.
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AIR MAILS SAVED AT DELHI

Tha Fm!rnnhn G-nmul nnrounces that th
air mails for phnl: etst ol Delhi dhpg.:du:l
from London on Wednesday, September 23,

board a:mphnq Athena when i
was % bt Dl o Sepiembee
lndn.u Poat i B

the air I'Illh I'ar the Duich

East Indies ll\d far Di.rw:n. ki) Adelaide, |
[Christehure h.n,gm were saved in- |
|tmt, - mnd: & mllh.wh 1 oerfain smount |
ol con r oiher destingtbens which
was ;ho saved 'i
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NMotites appoaring for the first time or in an wisonded form are macked o

ATR MATLS

,}- Alr Malls by ** Athenn."—The Postmaster Geneml announces that air maila for pinm enat of el ;l\ﬂ[l—aluh.l:-d from London
an Wednesdary, the 23rd September, were on board tho asroplans * Athena " when it wag destroved by fire at Delld on the
o3th Beptember.  According to o recent sdvice from the Indian Post Office the air mails for the Dutoh
Parth, Adelaide, Christchurch, and Wellington were solvaged intact, and these mails, together with o certain amount of salvaged
porreapondance for other destinitions, wore sent on from Dolhi by air to rh“.ut.m,u.lwu ol ll]u SULh Beptember.
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“The Times” report of 30 September states thatfileewas caused by a compressed air cylinder expdod
However, the official enquiry recorded that the smawas a member of the ground staff inadvertently

connecting a bottle of oxygen, rather than comgesdr, to start the engines.

Sanford, in his book, “Air Crash Mail of Imperialirvays,” states that 35 mail bags were recoveréalcin
from the 113 bags and 93 packets on board andtlzefu43 damaged bags were recovered. These figures
largely agree with those given in “Lloyd’s Weeklps$lialty Reports” and “The Times.”

Further examples of mail involved in the disastershown below:
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POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT,
GENERAL POST OFTICE,
SYDNEY,

8th October, 1936.

I regret that this article addressed

to you was damaged when the airliner
¥ i Above Photograph of the burnt out wreckage

“Athena” was destroyed by fire at Delhi, of Athena at Willingdon Airport, Delhi.

India, on 29th August,

J. 5. DUNCAN

Deputy Director,

Posts and Telegraphs. Left Australian P.O. slip enclosed which
would have been enclosed in an ambulance
cover when forwarding recovered mail.

AW XV Athena at Croydon.
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Your questions and answers

Two questions and one answer this time. The §jugstion is from Duncan Crewe who thinks the cover
below might be of interest. It is postmarked Baghd&2 December 1929 and would have been carridi/on
37 which reached Athens 21 December. The situatamvery complex after the Central European rows w
apparently abandoned in late November. This covggests at least part of the route might have feam

as there is a purple FlughafenNurnberg Mit Luftpedforde two line cachet on the reverse as weh as
Nurnberg transit cancel for Christmas day. Thera Bordeaux arrival for 27 XII. Duncan asks if aepder
has more exact information about the Europeanrgutt this time and in particular, how his covewélled.
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The second question is from Bryan Dudley-Stamp, sdrd the card and cover below relating to the kHwous
Mount Everest flight of 1933. Bryan’s questions aontained in his text describing the cover.

This unused Air Mail postcard was made up for the ‘Houston Mount Everest Flight of 1933
This 'Expedition’, financed by the 'Shipping Heiress' Lady Houston of Schneider Trophy fame,
successfully flew over Everest on Monday 3rd April 1933 in twe Westland Wallace biplanes

 ~HOUSTON-MT EVEREST—

E—.I.Euﬂn .Eﬂ.qphgtfm“ i iz
0o ezere @@M‘#w-ﬁ Sy

b =TT
[

fmt{.pd l:l-ﬂ Houtlans  Mounl Erederl
L Eepeditions 'Plane- Lo Raracki
; s ; i‘f,pm “ﬁﬂ-emii.]kﬂ';-

T IMPERIAL AIRWAYS Lo
. BAMLA @ W LA

Sy

This cover, posted from Simla was advertised for sale as in 1937 but the postal rates
indicate that the year was 19331t is addressed to G E Woods Humphrey Man Dir
of Imperial Airways in London. and was sent to Karachi from Hydrabad to join the
“'India Service™” to the U K. Hand written on the back is a note *’Carried by Houston
Mount Everest Expeditions plane to Karachi from Hydrabad™™ Was the plane used for
that flight one of the two Westland Wallaces which flew over Mount Everest on
3 April 1933 Was the letter to Woods Humphrey one that described that event,
It is all food for thought and perhaps we shall never know the answer 771!

—
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Terry Hare-Walker has very kindly sent additionafiormation relating to two topics from previoususs.
First, in Issue 39, Simon Barlow asked for inforimatabout Chas. Griffiths. In Issue No. 40, pade 1
Jeffrey Brown responded and mentioned cards whéar B photo on the reverse of him and his committee
Terry has such a card and the photo is shown bel@y says thate first covers that he has from the Aero
Philatelic Club of Calcutta date from November 19&th introduction of the first Air Mail stamps. Hhinks

that must be when the club was formed.

i

To ’Q{Pﬂt You

=

Clwas. Crmierrris,
Presidlpnd Hong. Svey. -
Aoro Philatelie Club Cominittes 18523

] H. =, P, £ Haxren, [N ETETRE 5
{ Hioe. Tramauees.

=, ldHusn

Terry says that many of the covers they sent wesigded specifically to commemorate special flightie

has quite a few different designs in his collectma an example is shown below:
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Terry also sent a copy from “India’s Stamp Jourr@fi"February 1941, giving a very vivid descriptioh
Charles Griffiths and his activities:

IMDIA'S STAMP JOURMAL ] 3

Mr. CHARLES GRIFFITHS, MLA.
The Premier Philatelist of Caleutta.

FEBRUARY 194l

By:

OR a Philatelist to visit Caleutta and not to
meet Mr. Criffiths would be like a tourist
going to London and not visiting the Tower

of London. Mr. Griffiths has not only a wvery
valuable collection of adhesive Indian stamps,
Proofs and Essays but has also a practically
complete eollection of Indian fiscal stamps with
original Die proofs ete. Besides these philatelic
treasures, Mr. Griffiths has a very valuable stock
of Indian stamps wvalued at several thousand
rupees and Mr. GRIFFITHS ADMITS THAT
HE OWES HIS PRESENT POSITION, BOTH
S0CIAL ~ AND FINANCIAL, TO HIS
OSTAMPS.

Early Life

Mr. Charles Griffiths,
M.L.A. (Bengal), Hon. Magis-
trate, Counaillor, Caleutta Cor-
poration and District. Comman-
dant, Civic Guards, Entally
Area, was born of an English
father and Anglo-Indian
mother in Caleutta en 30th
August 1884 and wasz educated
at St. Thomas School from
1893 to 1900 and he was the
recipient of a Silver Shield as
the “hest boy”. From his school
days, Mr. Griffiths began col-
lecting stamps and even his
schoolboy collection was sold
by him for Rs. 1,500/~ to pur-
chase a plot of land for
R 1,000/-. This plot was re-
cently sold by Mr. Griffiths for

| (=¥ Rs. 30,500/-1 (Income-tax Offi-
cers please note !1) On his passing the Middle
School Examination, Mr. Griffiths joined the Ben-
" ‘gal Chamber of Commeree in March 1891 at the
 lage of 16 and by dint of hard work he rose to a
position of First Grade Officer and even officia-
| ited as Assistant Superintendent, a grade reserved
«for Europeans only. In 1932, due to trade
idepression, Mr. Griffiths became a victim of
general retrenchment along with seven other
. [senior officers, at the age of 48, i, e. seven Years
. before retirement age.
! His Huge Profits
. Mr. Griffiths is probably the only collector
4 in India’ who has amassed a vast fortune in
' stamps. He was running a most successful Stamp
,:“-'“_'Elub and by 1920 made a huge profit of

[AL COOPER,

F.R.G.5.
Rs. 180,000/-. The scale of his operations could

be easily judged when one comes to know
that he sold a single collection of Rs. 50,000/
to Mr. K. C. Nahar, apother noted Indian philate-
list. In 1925, even he defrayed his own ex-
penses of over Ra. 10,000/— for a visit to London
as a member of the Anglo-Indian Deputation by
selling his stamps to I-Eng[:ish dealers for over
Ras, 26,000/-, whereas he was generous enough
to give away a Fiscal collection wvalued at
£. 30,000/~ to his community to raise funds for
education besides giving cash donations for
scholarships and educational prizes. He also
presented a wvaluable collection to His Iate
Majesty King GCeorge V
through Sir Henry Gidney, the
Fresident -of @ Anglo-Indian
Agssociation in India.
Philatelic Writer

Mr. Griffiths being a versa-
tile writer was publishing the
“Calcutta Philatelist” and his
articles always made exhilarat-
ing reading. In fact, his phila-
telic zest for early research
once got him inte a hornet's
nest with prominent philatelists
in India by his publishing in
his. Magazine some. startling
original theories on the print-
ing of India 1854 four annas
values with the resultant error
of “head inverted”. But nothing
daunted, Mr. Criffiths ham-
mered his critics in no un-
mistakable m=oner and proved
: once again that a philatelist
defends his pet original theory against all odds.

in all round collector
Mr. Griffiths does not find contentment by

being a philatelist only but had a fine collection
of coins, whereas he still possesses unique collec-
tions of cigarette cards, match labels and old
books. In fact, even last month, Mr. Griffiths
purchased at the age of 57, a very wvaluable
«collection of cigarette cards whereas he sold out
his valuable philatelic library to the writer
during his recent visit to Calcutta. Mr. Griffiths
in spite of his wealth and achievements has
always remained an all-welcgme philatelist and
if any of our readers would care to wvisit him
whilst at Caleutta, should remain assured of a
hearty welcome from this fellow-philatelist.
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Terry’s second response is to Alistair Watt's detion the Qantas Catalina service in the last jssuehich
Alistair illustrated an airgraph flown by the sedoeastbound flight. Terry’s album page below shawws
airgraph flown by the first eastbound service:

AIRGRAPHS
KARACHT — AUSTRALIA

HUDSON FYSH £5¢

QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS

. SYDNEY 5 Airgraph sent on the first serviee
AUSTRALIA | = betwesn U.K. and Australis.

£

,,,,?,,-.,,,. B s gty 10 Sent from Karachi 15 July 1943,
to Hudson Fysh.

Sydney

Tele sifgreph s balag mit By Ebe i
: Australia.

FHrst alrgraph meevles tetmenn tha Malted
Dinpion esd Lustralia.

Recetved in Sydney
26 July 18943,
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The closure of Apapa aerodromein June/July 1937
By Peter Wingent

The official documentzelating to the closure of Apapa aerodrome (Lagualie fascinating reading:

On the 28th June 1937, Imperial Airways’ Londoriagfreceived a telegram from their agents in Lagioish read
as follows:

“W.A.N. 74 delayed here aerodrome unserviceabledpgnreconstruction drains anticipate three or foueeks
Dione marooned meantime fullstop Forwarding majlgdil to Kano thence Delia Khartoum arriving 2ndly.”

Mr. E.V. Dolby, Imperial Airways’ Air Mail Superimndent, informed Mr. E.P. Bell of the Postal SezsiDept. of
the G.P.O., London, of the situation and on thdr 2@ne he sent the following telegram to the Postiengseneral,
Lagos:

“Air company reports Lagos aerodrome unserviceadtlep Consequently service which left Khartoum oth 29
June will terminate at Kano and return service thisek will start at Kano 1st July stop Will advigau by
telegraph soon as possible regarding arrangementadxt week.”

On 1st July Mr. Bell sent a second telegram tdRRKS., Lagos:

“Reference my telegram 29th June stop understamuh @@ir company that for next two weeks they ardteiir
service will operate to and from Kano only in aatance with following timetable depart Khartoum &tid 12th
July arrive Kano 6th and 13th July stop Depart Kafth and 14th arrive Khartoum 8th and 15th arrivendon
12th and 19th July stop Expected full service ballresumed with westbound service leaving Khartb@th due
Lagos 21st & eastbound service due leave Lagos gyt

Although in the Imperial Airways Lagos agents’ tgglem a closure of Apapa aerodrome for three or voerks
was anticipated, in the event services were affieicteonly two weeks, these being WAS 74 & 75 andNV74 &
75. On the 14th July the Governor of Nigeria gbatfollowing telegram to the Secretary of Statetlie Colonies:

“Apapa aerodrome stop No. 1 runway in serviceabdadition stop Mail service resumed on 12th Julypsto
Condition of runways 3 and 4 not yet satisfactdopdNeighbouring territories and Khartoum have bégormed
stop”

The most complete explanation of the causes ofltteire of Apapa are given in a letter dated 28 18B7 from
The Governor of Nigeria to The Right Honourable WAGOrmsby Gore, Secretary of State for the Colanie
extracts from which are given below:

“On the morning of Sunday, the 26th June, the meibplane attempted a routine trial run prior tckiag off on
the flight to Kano and, just after leaving the hangone wheel sank about two feet into the surta@ an under-
drain below the concourse. No damage was sustdigdtie aeroplane, which was hauled back into #rgghr in
about twenty minutes. A test of the whole of Nminvay showed that the surface was weak over ehtie six
under-drains crossing the runway. Elsewhere themay was generally in good order. The extent efdafects
proved to be limited to an area some 60 yards &t 2 yards long in the hard strip over each of $hedrains.
Similar defects were found on Nos. 3 and 4 runwayse landing ground was accordingly closed pending
completion of the necessary repairs.

Remedial measures were at once put in hand anel;, aft inspection on the 9th of July, the groundNm 1
runway was found to be fit for the resumption & $ervice and the mail aeroplane left for Kano atalm. on
Monday, the 12th of July. Similar measures areéhamd in connection with Nos. 3 and 4 runways ani it
anticipated that they will shortly be ready for tise

From the above | hope it will be seen that covessveyed by the four services mentioned above have a
interesting story attached to them and those tofiaomd places south of Kano can be placed into dtegory of
delayed mail since the necessary train journey fragos to Kano took longer than the air service.

An additional complication to the story is caused&planned change of timetable of the Lagos — idan
service which was due to be implemented on the dInguly, commencing with services WAS75 and WAN75.
The change to the feeder service schedules wagddns changes to the Imperial Airways African sesvi
timetable resulting in different days of arrivalaaid departure from Khartoum.
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Plan courtesy of Mr. Bill Colley.
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The operation of the services affected:

As stated above, two services in each directiorevaffiected by the closure of Apapa. A comparisiotheir
scheduled and actual itineraries is given:

WAS74
Scheduled: ; Actual:
Dep. Khartoum 29 June (Tues.) Dep. Khartoum 2®JurDelia (to schedule)
Arr. Kano 30June (Wed.) | Arr. Kano 30 JuneDelia (to schedule)
Dep. Kano 01 July (Thurs.) | Dep. Kano 01 July  Traito schedule)
Arr. Lagos 01 July (Thurs.) Arr. Lagos 03 July ifra (2 days late)
WAN?74:
Scheduled: Actual:
Dep. Lagos 27 June (Sun.) | Dep. Lagos 28 June  Trdinhday late)
Arr. Kano 27 June (Sun.) | Arr. Kano 30 June  Train3 dys late)
Dep. Kano 28 June  (Mon.) | Dep. Kano 01 JulyDelia (3 days late)
Arr. Khartoum 29 June (Tues.) Arr. Khartoum  02yJul Delia (3 days late)
WAS75
Scheduled: 5 Actual:
Dep. Khartoum 05July (Mon.) ! Dep. Khartoum 07 Jundelia (2 days late)
Arr. Kano 06 July (Tues.) ! Arr. Kano 08 July Delia (2 days late)
Dep. Kano 07 July (Wed.) Dep. Kano 10 July  Train3 déys late)
Arr. Lagos 07 July (Wed.) Arr. Lagos 12 July  ifra (5 days late)
WANY75:
Scheduled: Actual:
Dep. Lagos 05July (Mon.) | Dep. Lagos 05July  Traito schedule)
Arr. Kano 05 July  (Mon.) Arr. Kano 07 July  Train 2 days late)
Dep. Kano 06 July  (Tues.) Dep. Kano 08 JulyDelia (2 days late)
Arr. Khartoum 07 July  (Wed.) Arr. Khartoum 09 July Delia (2 days late)

The scheduled days of arrival and departure vatwd®n the no. 74 and no.75 services for the reason
explained previously. | am able to provide moreuaate detail of the services here than those giveny
book?having discovered, after its publication, more ctet@movement records in “Lloyd’s Daily List.”
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Fig. 1
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Figure 1 shows a cover datestamped Zaria, 26 J8i& Ut was sent by train to Kano from where pal¢ed

3 days late via service WAN74, operated by the DB8Ba. After arrival at Khartoum on 2 July, it departed
the following day via Imperial Airways service KNdperated by the Short S23 flying b&antauruswhich
arrived at Southampton on the 5th. The West Africeil was 2 days late.

Fig. 2 N = e

Figure 2 shows a cover datestamped Onitsha, 301A8% backstamped Oshogbo 2 July and Lagos #th. |
was sent by the Monday train to Kano from wheeparted on the 8th via service WAN75, operatethby
DH86 Delia, which arrived Khartoum on the 9th. It was thewih by Imperial Airways service KN2,
operated by the Short S23 flying b&#nopuswhich departed 10th and arrived Southampton 1Btte

West African mail was 3 days late.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION
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Fig. 3

Figure 3 shows a cover datestamped Altringham/\ 1BB87, backstamped Maiduguri 14th. It was flooyn
I.LA. service KS2, operated by the S23 flying bGaurtier, which departed Southampton 9 July and arrived
Khartoum 12th (1 day late). It was then flown leyvice WAS76, operated yelia to Fort Lamy, then by
Dione, which departed Khartoum 13 July and arrived Maigud4th. Dione flew WAS76 through to Lagos,
it being the first southbound service after Apapabdrome was reopened.

References:
1 Postal Museum and Archive, LonddAjir Mail Service to West Africa.'Ref. Post 33. P27314/1938.

2 Wingent, P.Movements of Aircraft on Imperial Airways’ Afric&oute Winchester, 1991.
3 “Lloyd’s Daily List,” editions between 30 June and 12 July 1937, Gdildiaary, London.



