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Editorial 
 
Welcome to another edition of the I.A. Gazette.  As always, our regular contributors have come up trumps and 
together with articles from some new members, I had just enough material to fill this edition.  I thank them all 
for their efforts.  As is usual, there is a wide variety of content although it has a large bias towards the Eastern 
route.  In fact there are only two covers relating to Africa in an article based on the first service to Australia 
and two others from Calcutta!  How about sending some Africa-related material for the next edition?  
 
I now make my usual plea for material for the December edition.  At the time of writing, I can fill just two 
pages!!  Please make an effort to contribute and if you do, please note my new email address, shown on the 
opposite page in my contact details box.  Also I must remind you that all members of this study group are 
expected to make at least one contribution each year (see the Editorial in the Dec. 2010 Gazette). 
 
I am very sorry to have to report that one of our founder members, Bryan Stokoe, had a heart attack a few 
weeks ago.  However, the good news is that Bryan is making a sound recovery and I am sure you all will join 
me in sending Bryan our very best wishes. 
 
Laurence Kimpton sent me the picture featured on the front cover of the OO gauge Imperial Airways Train 
Pack which he had seen on ebay.  Intrigued, I typed “Imperial Airways train pack” into Google and found that 
it is a limited edition of 1500, available from a number of train and model shops in the UK for prices ranging 
from £150 to £220.  Model Railways Direct, of Portishead, Bristol, describe it as follows: 

“In the late 1930’s there was a call for a train service to be created to carry Imperial Airways passengers 
from London to Southampton where they would then take a flying boat to their chosen destinations.  
The Hornby Imperial Airways Train pack incorporates representation of several items of rolling stock 
associated with these trains with the locomotive power being supplied by a Southern Railway T9. This pack is 
a limited edition of 1500 pieces with each pack containing an appropriately numbered certificate. 
Contents: 
Southern Railways T9; SR Bogie Luggage Van; SR Maunsell Brake Coach; Pullman Kitchen Car ‘Ibis’” 

Sue Burn has brought attention to the publication of yet another book on flying boats.  It is entitled, “Flying 
Boats of the Empire – the Rise and Fall of the Ships of the Sky.”  The author is Richard Knott and the price is 
£25, although Amazon were offering it for £18 (I’m not sure if they still are).  It was published in 2011 by 
Robert Hale of London and, amazingly, I am told it is out of print already!  The ISBN is 978-0-7090-8759-5.  
I have not purchased a copy so I cannot provide a thorough review but I am told that it does not deal 
specifically with I.A. flying boats, although they are featured, and that it is basically a general aeronautical 
book with some good photographs.  Those who have bought a copy are pleased with it. 

Two of our members are giving displays to the North West group of BAMS in the near future.  On 26 June, 
Duncan Crewe will be showing his Imperial Airways’ ephemera.  He has a wonderful collection with many 
rare items, for example the “News Chronicle” flown by Mercury, featured in this edition.  On 25 September, 
Stan Wheatcroft will be showing his legendary “Mungavin archive” material – a fascinating story with many 
scarce items.  If you wish to attend either of these meetings, please contact Duncan Crewe on 0150 733 1291. 

 

Two photographs of the real I.A. Pullman coach. 
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Icy Winds - Delayed Mail in 1940 
 

By Alistair Watt 
 
I send this note through from Australia perhaps as a cheer- up message to Northern hemisphere members who 
have just suffered through a most horrible cold winter. 
 
The airmail cover shown in Fig. 1 experienced most unusual circumstances for “interrupted” postal services. 
Datestamped Bournemouth, 27th January 1940, it has a Manly, NSW, backstamp of 24th February 1940, 
which gives a transit time of 28 days! 
 
At this time of the war, the Empire air route was operating typically to a UK to Australia schedule of around 
14 days, so why the long delay? The answer is that extremely cold mid-winter weather caused the flying boat 
base at Poole harbour to ice over and no aircraft were able to operate for approximately two weeks, from the 
middle to the end of January!  After that delay the large backlog of mail then took some time to clear. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1 
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Editor’s note: I have added details below of the I.A. services which could have carried the cover to Sydney 
bearing in mind that the Manley datestamp of 24 Feb. was applied after re-posting and is not an arrival 
datestamp.  What becomes immediately apparent is the length of the delays to services at this time. 
 
Service SE214 Poole dep. 02 Feb. Carpentaria 12 days late 
 Karachi arr. 06 Feb. Carpentaria 12 days late 
 Karachi dep. 07 Feb. Circe 12 days late 
 Sydney arr. 13 Feb. Circe 12 days late 
 
Service SE215 Poole dep. 04 Feb. Camilla 10 days late 
 Alexandria arr. 06 Feb. Camilla 10 days late 
 Alexandria dep. 08 Feb. Cameronian 11 days late 
 Karachi arr. 09 Feb. Cameronian 11 days late 
 Karachi dep. 10 Feb. Carpentaria 11 days late 
 Sydney arr. 16 Feb. Carpentaria 11 days late 
 
Service SE216 Poole dep. 05 Feb. Coriolanus 8 days late 
 Karachi arr. 10 Feb. Coriolanus 9 days late 
 Karachi dep. 11 Feb. Cameronian 9 days late 
 Sydney arr. 21 Feb. Cameronian 13 days late 
 
Service SE217 Poole dep. 06 Feb. Champion 5 days late 
 Karachi arr. 10 Feb. Champion 5 days late 
 Karachi dep. 11 Feb. Coriolanus 5 days late 
 Singapore arr. 13 Feb. Coriolanus 5 days late 
 Singapore dep. 14 Feb. Cameronian 5 days late 
 Sydney arr. 21 Feb. Cameronian 9 days late 
 

(From Singapore to Sydney, service SE216 carried the combined loads of SE216 & 217) 
 
Service SE218 Poole dep. 08 Feb. Coolangatta 4 days late 
 Karachi arr. 12 Feb. Coolangatta 4 days late 
 Karachi dep. 13 Feb. Champion 4 days late 
 Sydney arr. 21 Feb. Champion 6 days late 
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First Regular Airmail ~ U.K./Australia/U.K. ~ December 1934 
By John Berridge 

I recently sorted the covers for my Bulawayo and Dutch East Indies collections that had been carried on 
Imperial Airways/Qantas Service numbers IE 298 (11 covers) and IW 298 (10 covers).  

1) Five covers carried on IE 298 were from Bulawayo – four to Australia and one to New Zealand. None of 
these presented any problem. Of the other six, five were to Rambang (Laboeanhadji); one from London and 
the rest from Africa, flown to Cairo on AN 196. The arrival cancel at Rambang of the London cover was 18 
December but the four from Africa were two days later on 20 December.  Why was this if they were all 
carried on the same service? Reference to Peter Wingent’s Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern 
Route shows that Athena left Singapore on 16 December for the Dutch East Indies and Darwin. The Times 
and Lloyd’s Lists, which listed aircraft movements used by Peter to compile his book did not record the 
section between Singapore to Darwin, so I was unable to confirm the arrival date at Rambang. When the mail 
from London and Africa arrived at Karachi it was sorted between two aircraft with Athena taking the 
Australian and Dutch East Indies mail. The other aircraft, the Aurora, reached Singapore a day after Athena 
carried mail for places on the route only as far as Singapore.  

I then looked at the Imperial Airways’ movement charts which became available after Peter wrote his book in 
1999.  The charts end at Singapore because the Australian and British Government’s agreement was for 
Qantas to carry mail to and from Singapore and for Imperial Airways to be responsible for the rest of the 
route. The movement charts confirmed that Athena left Singapore at 22.40 on 16 December. It then flew via 
Sumatra and Java (Dutch East Indies) and arrived at Darwin late on 18 December. The Athena spent the night 
of 17 December at one of the refueling stops on Java and passed through Rambang early on 18 December. 
Qantas were unable to operate this section as their new DH 86 aircraft were grounded. 

The weekly KLM flight (No 214) from Europe to the Indies which passed through Singapore did not reach 
there till 21 December – too late to have carried the four Rambang covers dated 20 December.  

When Athena reached Darwin it was carrying 66 bags of mail weighing 1,498lbs. Could some of the original 
mail it carried to Singapore have been left behind at Singapore to save weight and enable more fuel to be 
carried on the next sections of the route?  If so, some of the Dutch East Indies mail may have been left behind, 
bearing in mind that on the morning of 18 December there was a KNILM service from Medan via Singapore 
to the Dutch East Indies. If this did happen then some mail arrived at Rambang per the Athena on 18 
December and some via KNILM/surface mail on 20 December. 

 

This may not be the correct explanation but can anyone provide a better one? 

2) The covers carried on IW 298 proved less of a challenge. There are three from Australia to the Dutch East 
Indies, two from Australia to Bulawayo and five from the Indies to Africa flown from Cairo on AS 199. There 
are no problems with any of these. However, one of three Rambang covers (to Khartoum) arrived in Cairo a 
week late, having been sent via Athens. This is referred to by L.A. Wyndham writing in The South African 
Philatelist in February 1935.  He states “… all covers received the Cairo transit cancellation of 22 December. 
Mail from Rambang was routed via Athens, thereby missing the connection at Cairo and coming on (AS 200) 
the following week’s mail.” However, the other covers to Africa from Rambang received Cairo transit cancels 
of 22 December and were not a week late as stated by Wyndham.   

 

3) Walker, in his New Zealand Airmails states that there were over 30,000 Imperial Airways/Qantas 
numbered commemorative covers printed. These were used in both directions and many are extremely 
common. The highest number I have seen is 30,366 but none between this and 9485. Here is a selection:  

1166, 1248 & 1367: John Davis.       2005 & 2070: R H Robbs. 

3157, 3165, 3166, 3171, 3186, 3236, 3239 & 3240: T E Field.   4310: M Talbot. 

8086: Wyndham.          8868 & 9485: John Davis.   30,366: A Morgan.   

What numbers have members seen? Are there any below 1166 and between 9485 and 30,366? 

[Editor’s note: I have a Brisbane ~ Cape Town cover numbered 18,029]. 
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Departure ceremony in the I.A. hangar at Croydon airport for the first service to Australia, 8 Dec. 1934. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover from Moshi (5 Dec. 1924) flown by AN 196 to Cairo, then by IE 298 to Rambang.  Backstamped Cairo 
10 Dec. and Rambang 20th.  Franked 1sh. – 95c. although the rate to DEI from Tanganyika was 1sh. – 60c.  
Although inscribed “Cairo & KLM,” the cover was flown by Imperial Airways from Cairo and not by KLM. 
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Cover from Bulawayo (4 Dec. 1934) backstamped Darwin 18th.  Franked 1/10d. although the rate from 
Southern Rhodesia to Australia was 1/8d. per ½ oz. and registration fee was 4d.  Thus underpaid by 2d. 

Cover from Soerabaja (13 Dec. 1934) backstamped Cairo 22nd. 
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Minor incident on the Eastern route 
 

Cover carried on the first service to call at Kuala Lumpur, April 1934 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
This cover was carried on IW 263, the first to a new accelerated schedule and an incident filled service. The 
problems began at Kuala Lumpur on 15 April when Arethusa broke through the surface of the runway and 
came to a sudden halt as its wheels buried in the mud. It took nine and a half hours and the combined efforts 
of the Kuala Lumpur fire brigade, the Malayan Railway and willing onlookers to free the aircraft. It was 
undamaged and continued to Alor Star the same day, only to then encounter engine problems. This resulted in 
a two days delay as Aurora had to be sent as a relief aircraft. Efforts were made to make up lost time and the 
service was only a day behind schedule when it reached Croydon on 24 April on board Heracles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The AW XV Arethusa. 
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A Miscellany of Items 
 

By Bill Legg 
 

With the opening of the Australia – England regular service in December 1934, the Australian public were at 
last able to send air mail to many parts of the world. 
 
With regard to European countries, air mail could either be sent by the Australia – England service only and 
then by surface, or by payment of an extra charge could be flown on to its destination by one of the inter-
connecting air services. 
 
Athens being the first landfall on the European continent was an important off-loading point for mail 
continuing on by air.  Similarly, Brindisi was used for sending on surface mail to Germany and Switzerland. 
 
Cover to Sweden in Fig. 1 posted Melbourne 24 March 1936.  Flown on IW 430.  Franking of 1/9d. with 
correct superscription “Australian – London Air Mail.”  The air mail label was cancelled in London with two 
thick red bars.  Forwarded by sea to Sweden. 
 
Cover to Sweden in Fig. 2 posted Melbourne 6 Feb. 1939.  Flown on SW 80.  Franking of 4/3d. = 2/2d. first ½ 
oz. + 2/1d. additional ½ oz.  Correct superscription “By Australia – Greece – Sweden.”  Greek exchange 
control mark on front.  Athens backstamp of 17 Feb.  Flown by DLH to Berlin, then by ABA to Stockholm. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 2 
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During the war, in view of the uncertainty regarding the air routes, it was not uncommon to find mail being 
forwarded by two routes where available to increase the chances of safe arrival. 
 
The example shown in Fig. 3 is dated October 1941, addressed to Kuala Lumpar, F.M.S., with a franking of 
2½d. for surface mail and inscription “Duplicate.”  Unfortunately this mail became involved in the eventual 
suspension of the route due to the Japanese attack on Malaya.  It was therefore eventually returned to the U.K. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Fig. 4 shows a first day cover of G.V. Silver Jubilee stamps (7 May 1935).  Liverpool to Ohingaiti, New 
Zealand.  Backstamps of Sydney 24 May and Ohingaiti 29? May.  Could this cover have been flown on the 
first flight of the new Croydon – Brindisi service, departing on Sunday 12 May?  It is unlikely as the majority 
of the mail was apparently flown on the regular service IE 339, departing on Saturday 11 May.  What do 
members think? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 3 
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Fig. 5 below is an example of the first air mail schedule issued by the G.P.O. announcing the opening of the 
air mail service between London and Paris on 10 November 1919. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 5 
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A letter dated 30 Nov. 1931 from Shell-Mex Ltd., giving information regarding the special Christmas 
Greeting envelopes to be flown by Kingsford Smith on his return flight of the all-Australian air service is 
shown in Fig. 6.  In the end, due to various delays, Kingsford Smith did not leave the U.K. until 7 Jan. 1932.  
Unfortunately, I cannot show an example of the attractive envelope. 
 

 
 

Fig. 6 
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Covers flown on Imperial Airways’ Eastern services, 1928 to 1940 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 1 

 
 
The cover from Iraq shown in fig. 1, addressed to Australia, was flown westwards by Imperial Airways on the 
relatively short part of its journey which was by air. It was posted at Halabja (in Kurdistan) on 23 October 
1928. (According to Proud’s The Postal History of Iraq this post office was closed at this time). Backstamped 
at Sulaimani on 25 October and Kirkuk on 26 October. On 4 November it would have been flown from 
Baghdad to Cairo on service W89 by DH66 City of Cairo. Backstamped at Cairo on 4 November and at Port 
Said on 4 November prior to despatch by sea to Australia. 
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In the December 2010 Gazette, Bob Clark referred to the fact that a small number of covers addressed to 
Australia were flown on the first Imperial Airways service to Karachi, departing London on 30 March 1929, 
although the first official acceptance was on 31 August 1929. The cover illustrated in fig. 2 travelled by train 
from Karachi to Bombay (backstamped 9 April) for despatch to Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 3 shows a cover from Egypt to England with typed By Imperial Airways, posted at Cairo on 30 March 
1940. It should have been flown on the last service departing Egypt under Imperial Airways’ name, departing 
Alexandria on 31 March, service SW243. 
 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 shows a cover from Belgium posted at Antwerp on 20 November 1939. It would have been flown by 
Imperial Airways from Southampton. (Germany invaded Belgium in May 1940). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 5 shows a cover from Italy posted at Florence on 28 February 1940. It would have been flown by 
Imperial Airways from Rome or Brindisi. (Italy entered the war in June 1940). 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 
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Fig. 6 shows a cover from Switzerland posted at St. Gallen on 29 March 1940. Manuscript ‘Chiasso 2’, which 
was the post office close to the Italian border where mail to Asia and Australia was collected. Until 18 March 
mail then travelled by rail to Brindisi to join the Imperial Airways service; after this date, mail went by train to 
Locarno, then was flown by Swissair to Rome and then sent by train to Brindisi. (Reference: The Postal 
History of World War II Mail Between New Zealand and Switzerland, by C J La Blonde). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 7 shows a cover to Melbourne from Switzerland posted at Celerina (near St. Moritz) on 15 May 1940. 
However, Switzerland had suspended airmail services to Australia following the German invasion of France 
on 10 May.  Also, following Italy’s declaration of war on 11 June, the Empire air mail service was suspended. 
The cover would most likely have been sent by rail to Baghdad via Italy, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Turkey to 
connect with the BOAC/Qantas service to Sydney. It arrived in Melbourne on 29 August. (The letter inside 
the cover was written in Germany by the German, possibly Jewish, parents of the addressee on 6 May and was 
taken by relatives to Switzerland where they addressed and posted the cover. The Australian censor appears 
not to have noticed that the letter originated in Germany, despite clues in its content. Not understanding 
German, the content was summarised for me by a German speaker). 

Fig. 6 

Fig. 7 
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Fig. 8 shows the front and reverse of a cover to Sweden posted at Melbourne on 3 June 1940. Censored at 
Melbourne. It would have been flown on service SW247, leaving Sydney on 5 June and terminating at 
Karachi on 11 June following Italy’s declaration of war on the same day. It presumably went by ship to 
England, the evidence being the red bars indicating the end of carriage by air (although its carriage by air had 
an unexpected ending at Karachi). Presumably the cover would have travelled by a Swedish ship to Sweden 
which must have called in a port in Germany or in a German occupied country such as Denmark for it to have 
fallen into the hands of the German censors. 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 8 
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Fig.9 shows a cover to England posted at Sydney on 4 June 1940. Censored at Sydney. It would have been 
flown on service SW247, leaving Sydney on 5 June and terminating at Karachi on 11 June following Italy’s 
declaration of war on the same day. It then would have been carried by ship to England. On redirection, it was 
cancelled at Heathfield, Sussex on 10 August. 
 

 
 

An interesting Australian cover 
 

By Bryan Dudley Stamp 
 

I recently acquired the cover below from ebay, which was advertised as '1939 Sydney to London Qantas and 
Imperial Airways' together with a picture of the cover. This is quite true for the postmark on the cover is 
'Willoughby 25 Aug 1939', Willoughby being a suburb of Sydney. The cover itself reads 'Commencement of 
thrice weekly flying boat air mail service Australia England August 9 1938.'  All this adds up to the fact that 
somebody was using up a one year old commemorative cover!  The cover has an interesting rear which shows 
the arms of 'Q E A': Qantas Empire Airways. I am reminded that these flights between Australia and the U.K. 
continued until June 1940, when Italy entered the war and the Mediterranean section of the route was cut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 9 
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Airmail between Britain and Djask, 1929 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
Although Djask in the Persian Gulf was an overnight stop on the London – Karachi service, it appears that 
mail was not accepted to be flown all the way to Djask on the first few services. The report in The Times of 
26th March 1929 about the new air service to India, stated that:  
 

“The countries served by the new service are for the present Egypt, Palestine, Iraq and India.” 
 
The air fees (in addition to ordinary postage) are listed as 4½d. to Iraq and 6d. to India.  
 
Although the daily Mail Notice in The Times of 28th March shows a closing time of 6pm on Thursday 28th 
March for Air Mail to: “Iraq, Persia, Persian Gulf, and India (N.W.)” the separate air mail fee to the Persian 
Gulf is not listed until 17th October. 
 
The scans of the cover in Figure 1 were sent to me for comment by the owner as my website at 
www.nzstamps.org.uk has several pages on the development of the Imperial Airways Eastern Route. They are 
reproduced with his permission. The cover is postmarked in Newcastle on 28th March 1929 and is addressed 
to Djask. It has a Basrah transit on 5th April and so it was flown there on IE 1. However, it also has transit 
marks at Muscat on 12th April and an arrival mark at Djask on 17th April. Clearly it was off-loaded in Basrah 
and completed its journey by surface. 
 
In the BAeF Auction on 6th October 2006, item 2 is described as a ‘G.L. Collins cover to Bushire, Persia, 
Basrah (5/4) transit (to Bushire by surface)’. It would be interesting to see other examples of air mail 
addressed to Djask, Bushire or Lingeh and sent on IE 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 (front).  Flown to Basrah on IE 1, then to Djask by surface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2011 (Issue 39)         19 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverse of cover shown in fig. 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: First despatch London /Djask on IE 9. 
 
In The Times of 22nd May, there is a report of a new (May 1929) edition of the Air Mail leaflet and that the 
service to India: 
 

“… now provides facilities for sending correspondence by air to many countries.” 
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The cover shown in figure 2 is postmarked on 24th May 1929 and has ‘First despatch London / Jask’ in 
manuscript on the front and a Djask arrival mark on the back on 1st June. It would have been flown on IE 9 
which left London on 25th May and was in Djask on 1st June. The franking is 8½d. made up of 2½d. first oz. 
surface rate plus 6d. per ½ oz. air mail fee.  It therefore appears that mail was not flown all the way to Djask 
until the facilities provided by the service to Karachi were extended in late May. 
 
Air mail was accepted from Djask for the UK on the first return flight, IW 1, as demonstrated by the cover in 
figure 3. It is postmarked in Djask on 7th April 1929 and is addressed to John Davis in Liverpool. It was 
redirected in Liverpool on 15th April and so was flown on IW 1 which arrived at Croydon on 14th April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Djask – Liverpool, flown on IW 1. 
 
 
Reference 
 
P. Wingent, Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern Route: 1927-1937, Winchester, 1999. 
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Why was this cover to Milan off-loaded in Greece? 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
The air mail cover in Figure 1 was sent from New Zealand to Milan early in World War II.  It is postmarked 
in Wanganui on 18th October 1939 and is franked with 1s.-9d., the pre-war rate for both Greece and Italy, 
which remained unchanged in the early months of the war.  It shows an early use of New Zealand censorship 
as it was opened and passed by the censor in Auckland (censor number 2).  
 
This was before Italy entered the war in June 1940 and Imperial Airways air mail from Sydney was still being 
flown by the pre-war route with stops in Athens, Brindisi and Rome. I would have expected a cover to Milan 
to have been off-loaded in Italy but this cover has an Athens transit mark (Figure 2) and so presumably was 
off-loaded there. Was this normal practice and, if so, why? 
 
The dates on the Athens and Milan backstamps are not easy to decipher. The Athens transit is either 4 or 14 
XI while the Milan backstamp is either 7 or 17 XI. (The stroke to the left of the ‘7’ could be an extraneous 
smudge.) Also what is the meaning of the 39-XVIII on the Milan backstamp? According to Aitink & 
Hovenkamp, flight SW 183 left Sydney on 25th October and arrived in Athens on 3rd November and Rome on 
4th November. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 1: New Zealand – Milan, October 1939 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Athens and Milan backstamps, November 1939 
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Post cards featuring Short Empire flying boats 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
 
 

Postcard of Caledonia: published by Valentines 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Postcard of Caledonia flying over Rochester: published by Real Photos of Liverpool 
The same image was used in a post war card published by Pamlin 
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Postcard of Cambria: published by Tucks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard of Centaurus: published by Tucks 
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Postcard of Canopus: published by Tucks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard of Canopus flying over Rochester: published by Real Photos of Liverpool 
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Postcard of Canopus on the Medway: published by John Cooke for Royal Mail 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard of Caledonia: published by Tucks 
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Postcard of Corsair: published by Tucks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Postcard of Challenger: published by Tucks 
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Postcard of Centurion: published by Photochrom for the Times 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Postcard of Cordelia: publisher unknown 
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Postcard of Canopus; published by Imperial Airways 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Painting of Canopus by N Wilkinson: published by Imperial Airways 
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Painting of Canopus by Roy Nockolds: published by Medici Society 
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A newspaper flown by the Short S.20 long-range composite Mercury 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2011 (Issue 39)         31 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



32                     June 2011 (Issue 39)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

The Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta 
 

Material provided by Simon Barlow. 
 
Simon sent scans of the front and reverse of the cover shown below.  He asks if any of you can provide 
information about the Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta and who was Chas. Griffiths?   All such covers seen 
are addressed to Chas. Griffiths; do any readers have covers with a different addressee? 
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Editor’s note: 
 

Simon’s cover was prepared for the first Imperial Airways service to Cape Town in Jan./Feb. 1932.  I have a 
cover prepared by the Aero Philatelic Club for the first I.A. service to East Africa in March 1931.  For the 
sake of completeness of the story surrounding the Aero Philatelic Club, I am showing it below.  The 
differences between Simon’s cover and the one prepared for the 1931 flight are apparent. 
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In addition to the Aero Philatelic Club cover, Simon also sent scans of the front and reverse of the very 
attractive cover shown below which was flown from Cairo to Cape Town by Imperial Airways’ first service to 
South Africa, from where it was returned to Egypt by sea.  The 100 mils. franking = 15 mils. per 20 grm. 
ordinary postage + 65 mils. per 20 grm. air fee to South Africa + 20 mils. registration fee. 
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KLM Test Letters organised by Imperial Airways and BOAC Test Letters. 
 

Material provided by Richard Beith 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. 1934: 31 May, Inauguration of summer only KLM service Amsterdam - Hull-Liverpool. I have two printed “By 
Imperial Airways” covers, with IA crossed out and replaced by KLM, one for each direction. [Mail not carried Hull-
Liverpool on this date].  Posted in The Hague on 31 V 1934, the cover is addressed to a lady in Hull.  Sender's address 
on reverse D H Handover, Imperial Airways, LONDON SW1. Envelope has not been opened, no contents, so no form to 
fill in. Note pencilled 340531 adjacent stamps. 
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Figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.  Posted in Hull on 31 May 1934, addressed to a Mr Martin, c/o KLM at The Hague. ROTTERDAM cds of 
receipt 1 VI 6N 1934.  Sender as in figure 1.  Pencilled 340531 adjacent stamps.  Envelope has been opened. 
 
[For a history of the KLM Amsterdam – Liverpool service, see Beith, Richard, "The Summer Air Mail 
Service between the Netherlands and the North of England, 1934 to 1938", Air Mail News, Volume 38, No. 
163 (December 1995), pp.49-62.] 
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Figure 3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3. 1940: 1 June, “By first regular service UK-Lisbon,” posted in Bristol 1 June 1940, addressed to Pan American 
Airways in New York.  (Correct 1/3d. per ½ oz. rate). 
 
Pencilled 400601 adjacent stamps. Sender's address: Traffic Director, BOAC, Bristol. Envelope has not been opened, no 
contents, so no form to fill in. 
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Figure 4. 1940: 10 April, “By Survey Flight Lisbon-Heston,” addressed to Handover at BOAC in Bristol.  Dispatch mark 
LISBOA CORREO AEREO 10 ABR 40, internal receipt mark: BOAC 11 APR 1940. PASSED BY CENSOR handstamp. 
No sender's address on reverse. Envelope has not been opened, no contents, so no form to fill in. [Consider this a test 
letter as addressed Handover].  The reverse is blank. 

 
 

Test letters ~ a follow-up 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. 
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I have been prompted to show the letter on the opposite page, and it’s enclosure below, by the opening 
paragraph of Bill Legg’s article, entitled “Imperial Airways and B.O.A.C. Test Letters,” which appeared in the 
June 2010 edition of the Gazette (page 2).  It reads, “I have no background information on the introduction of 
these devices apart from the obvious one as a check on the efficiency of the air mail deliveries.”  Like Bill, I 
have found there to be a dearth of information on test letters and the F.J. Field enclosure is the only piece of 
information I have relating to the subject. 
 
Unfortunately F.J.F. did not state the source of the “confidential outline” which he enclosed and it really just 
confirms Bill’s understanding of their purpose, although I was surprised to read that the U.P.U. was involved. 
Anyway, the letter is a reminder of how helpful F.J.F. was and is a little piece of nostalgia.  I bet I am not the 
only one who used to look forward to a letter from Sutton Coldfield dropping through my letterbox! 
 

(I.A.T.A. = International Air Transport Association). 
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An interesting card of Hadrian 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
 

From the front this looks to be an attractive card of the aircraft in a familiar pose, albeit that cards of Hadrian 
seem harder to come by than those of other HP 42s. The real fun is on the reverse where the publisher or 
retailer has added a printed section for passengers to write in details of their journey. Unfortunately the 
technical information relates to the AW Argosy! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 


