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Editorial

Welcome to another edition of the I.LA. Gazette. ahgays, our regular contributors have come up psiand
together with articles from some new members, |jnatlenough material to fill this edition. | thathem all
for their efforts. As is usual, there is a wideigty of content although it has a large bias talsahe Eastern
route. In fact there are only two covers relatioghfrica in an article based on the first serviceAustralia
and two others from Calcutta! How about sendingesé\frica-related material for the next edition?

I now make my usual plea for material for the Delbemedition. At the time of writing, | can fill gt two

pages!! Please make an effort to contribute arydif do, please note my new email addrekswn on the
opposite page in my contact details box. Also ktmemind you that all members of this study grong
expected to make at least one contribution each(gea the Editorial in the Dec. 2010 Gazette).

| am very sorry to have to report that one of aunfder members, Bryan Stokoe, had a heart attdew a
weeks ago. However, the good news is that Bryamaiking a sound recovery and | am sure you all joiih
me in sending Bryan our very best wishes.

Laurence Kimpton sent me the picture featured enfitbnt cover of the OO gauge Imperial Airways Trai
Pack which he had seen on ebay. Intrigued, | typagerial Airways train pack” into Google and fadithat
it is a limited edition of 1500, available from amber of train and model shops in the UK for pricasging
from £150 to £220. Model Railways Direct, of Psinttad, Bristol, describe it as follows:

“In the late 1930’s there was a call for a trainrgie to be created to carry Imperial Airways paspers
from London to Southampton where they would thies &aflying boat to their chosen destinations.

The Hornby Imperial Airways Train pack incorporatepresentation of several items of rolling stock
associated with these trains with the locomotivegrdbeing supplied by a Southern Railway T9. Thikps
a limited edition of 1500 pieces with each packiammg an appropriately numbered certificate.
Contents:

Southern Railways T9; SR Bogie Luggage Van; SR s#diuBrake Coach; Pullman Kitchen Car ‘Ibis™

Sue Burn has brought attention to the publicatibyped another book on flying boats. It is entitléBlying
Boats of the Empire — the Rise and Fall of the Shifothe Sky.” The author is Richard Knott and phiee is
£25, although Amazon were offering it for £18 (limt sure if they still are). It was published 012 by
Robert Hale of London and, amazingly, | am tolg ibut of print already! The ISBN is 978-0-70906875.

I have not purchased a copy so | cannot providhosotigh review but | am told that it does not deal
specifically with LLA. flying boats, although theye featured, and that it is basically a generedremitical
book with some good photographs. Those who haughia copy are pleased with it.

Two of our members are giving displays to the Noktast group of BAMS in the near future. On 26 June
Duncan Crewe will be showing his Imperial Airwayphemera. He has a wonderful collection with many
rare items, for example the “News Chronicle” flotwn Mercury, featured in this edition. On 25 September,
Stan Wheatcroft will be showing his legendary “Mawm archive” material — a fascinating story witlamy
scarce items. If you wish to attend either of ¢heeetings, please contact Duncan Crewe on 015QZ%RR

- RIETLY
- AN pi.gﬂlﬂl'l'ﬁn-

Two photographs of the reBA. Pullman coach.

Lspesfal Airwayd” apeciol Empioe Alr Services Palfmen
Tewrrilin Hied fasaly Plab bid
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Icy Winds - Delayed Mail in 1940
By Alistair Watt

| send this note through from Australia perhapa abkeer- up message to Northern hemisphere memvbers
have just suffered through a most horrible coldt@rin

The airmail cover shown in Fig. 1 experienced moatsual circumstances for “interrupted” postal Eew.
Datestamped Bournemouth, 27th January 1940, itahikanly, NSW, backstamp of 24th February 1940,
which gives a transit time of 28 days!

At this time of the war, the Empire air route wammating typically to a UK to Australia scheduleasbund
14 days, so why the long delay? The answer isekiaémely cold mid-winter weather caused the flylogt
base at Poole harbour to ice over and no aircrafewable to operate for approximately two weelanfthe
middle to the end of January! After that delayldrge backlog of mail then took some time to clear
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The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842-1954), Friday 9 February 1940, page 10

PLANES GROUNDED.

Bad Flying Weather in
Europe.

(FROM OUR OWN CORHRESPONDENT
LONDON, Feb B

AR RN, . W
A serviees from Europe  have suffered
during (he Iast few weeks Beomnse of the
wralher DBeliween Jantumcy 18 and 3) no AY-
|H'rl'tnll."- Weft England, aithough land planes
for India oprrated & Lockherd plame on
| the homewand run from Alxandris was Fom-
wlled o lond ul Jersfy hecapse of the Eng-
' westher.
The Roval Dutch line mamisined several
services ml the beginning of last week. bul
war compelled 1o cance] Lthem [ater, Belglan
Alrlines serviees were cancelled for several
|m;.-_. and there wers pevernl interruptions o
m‘:\r:mnﬂmk?&mn' ithe servicks aper
,.. . T

Intinr from Bhoreham are likely o be wery
peeauzas  Lhe  number  of m“"|
pocmuiating for Helland, Beigium, Denmark,
and Jersey will mean extrs aervices an nl:l:

routes,

National Library of Australia

Editor’s note: | have added details below of th&. Iservices which could have carried the coverydn8y
bearing in mind that the Manley datestamp of 24.Rehs applied after re-posting and is not an arfiva
datestamp. What becomes immediately apparent ietigth of the delays to services at this time.

Service SE214 Poole dep. 02 Feb. Carpentaria 12 days late
Karachi arr. 06 Feb. Carpentaria 12 days late
Karachi dep. 07 Feb. Circe 12 days late
Sydney arr. 13 Feb. Circe 12 days late
Service SE215 Poole dep. 04 Feb. Camilla 10 days late
Alexandria arr. 06 Feb. Camilla 10 days late
Alexandria dep. 08 Feb. Cameronian 11 days late
Karachi arr. 09 Feb. Cameronian 11 days late
Karachi dep. 10 Feb. Carpentaria 11 days late
Sydney arr. 16 Feb. Carpentaria 11 days late
Service SE216 Poole dep. 05 Feb. Coriolanus 8 days late
Karachi arr. 10 Feb. Coriolanus 9 days late
Karachi dep. 11 Feb. Cameronian 9 days late
Sydney arr. 21 Feb. Cameronian 13 days late
Service SE217 Poole dep. 06 Feb. Champion 5 days late
Karachi arr. 10 Feb. Champion 5 days late
Karachi dep. 11 Feb. Coriolanus 5 days late
Singapore arr. 13 Feb. Coriolanus 5 days late
Singapore dep. 14 Feb. Cameronian 5 days late
Sydney arr. 21 Feb. Cameronian 9 days late
(From Singapore to Sydney, service SE216 carriecctimbined loads of SE216 & 217)
Service SE218 Poole dep. 08 Feb. Coolangatta 4 days late
Karachi arr. 12 Feb. Coolangatta 4 days late
Karachi dep. 13 Feb. Champion 4 days late
Sydney arr. 21 Feb. Champion 6 days late
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First Regular Airmail ~U.K./Australia/U.K. ~ December 1934
By John Berridge

I recently sorted the covers for my Bulawayo andcdbuEast Indies collections that had been carried o
Imperial Airways/Qantas Service numbers IE 298dd\ers) and IW 298 (10 covers).

1) Fivecovers carried on | E 298 were from Bulawayo — four to Australia and onéNw Zealand. None of
these presented any problem. Of the other six,igee to Rambang (Laboeanhad;ji); one from Londah an
the rest from Africa, flown to Cairo on AN 196. Therival cancel at Rambang of the London cover s
December but the four from Africa were two daysidabn 20 December. Why was this if they were all
carried on the same service? Reference to Petggamiis Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern
Routeshows thatAthenaleft Singapore on 16 December for the Dutch Eadtekrand DarwinThe Times
and Lloyd's Lists, which listed aircraft movemenised by Peter to compile his book did not recoel th
section between Singapore to Darwin, so | was @n@btonfirm the arrival date at Rambang. Whemtlaéd
from London and Africaarrived at Karachi it was sorted between two aftcvdth Athenataking the
Australian and Dutch East Indies mail. The otheerait, theAurora, reached Singapore a day afféhena
carried mail for places on the route only as faBiagapore.

| then looked at the Imperial Airways’ movement ithavhich became available after Peter wrote hakhio
1999. The charts end at Singapore because theahastand British Government’s agreement was for
Qantas to carry mail to and from Singapore andirfgrerial Airways to be responsible for the resttud
route. The movement charts confirmed tAtitenaleft Singapore at 22.40 on 16 December. It thew fl&a
Sumatra and Java (Dutch East Indies) and arriv&hatin late on 18 December. TA¢ghenaspent the night

of 17 December at one of the refueling stops oa damd passed through Rambang early on 18 December.
Qantas were unable to operate this section asrtheirDH 86 aircraft were grounded.

The weekly KLM flight (No 214) from Europe to thadies which passed through Singapore did not reach
there till 21 December — too late to have carriedfour Rambang covers dated 20 December.

WhenAthenareached Darwin it was carrying 66 bags of mailghi&ig 1,498lbs. Could some of the original
mail it carried to Singapore have been left beah@&ingapore to save weight and enable more fubkto
carried on the next sections of the route? Issme of the Dutch East Indies mail may have beéhédind,
bearing in mind that on the morning of 18 Decenthere was a KNILM service from Medan via Singapore
to the Dutch East Indies. If this did happen theme mail arrived at Rambang per tAthenaon 18
December and some via KNILM/surface mail on 20 Dawoer.

Thismay not be the correct explanation but can anyone provide a better one?

2) Thecoverscarried on IW 298 proved less of a challenge. There are three frostralia to the Dutch East
Indies, two from Australia to Bulawayo and fiverindhe Indies to Africa flown from Cairo on AS 19%here
are no problems with any of these. However, onthigfe Rambang covers (to Khartoum) arrived in Cairo
week late, having been sent via Athens. This isrrefl to by L.A. Wyndham writing ifhe South African
Philatelistin February 1935. He states “... all covers receiedCairo transit cancellation of 22 December.
Mail from Rambang was routed via Athens, therebgsing the connection at Cairo and coming on (AS 200
the following week’s mail.” However, the other cosdo Africa from Rambang received Cairo transiicss

of 22 December and were not a week late as stgt®dyipdham.

3) Walker, in his New Zealand Airmails states thlatre were over 30,000mperial AirwaysQantas
numbered commemorative covers printed. These were used in both directions and many srersely
common. The highest number | have seen is 30,366dne between this and 9485. Here is a selection:

1166, 1248 & 1367: John Davis. 2005 & 2074 Robbs.
3157, 3165, 3166, 3171, 3186, 3236, 3239 & 324B:Held. 4310: M Talbot.
8086: Wyndham. 8868 & 9485: John Davis. 30,366: A Morgan.

What numbers have members seen? Arethere any below 1166 and between 9485 and 30,3667

[Editor’'s note: | have a Brisbane ~ Cape Town conembered 18,029].
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OPEMING OF THE AIR MAIL
SERVICE BY IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS AND QAMTAS
EMPIRE ATEWAYS
BETWEEN ENGLAND
AND  ALSTRALLA

PAR AVION A

MR. T. E. FLELD,
Y. QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS,
RAMBAMNG,
LOMBOK 1S1AND,
NETHERLANDS |INDIES.

Cover from Moshi (5 Dec. 1924) flown by AN 196 &r@ then by IE 298 to Rambang. Backstamped Cairo
10 Dec. and Rambang 20th. Franked 1sh. — 95couagth the rate to DEI from Tanganyika was 1sh. — 60c

Although inscribed “Cairo & KLM,” the cover was flen by Imperial Airways from Cai and not by KL\
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Cover from Bulawayo (4 Dec. 1934) backstamped Dad@ith. Franked 1/10d. although the rate from
Southern Rhodesia to Australia was 1/8d. per ¥and.registration fee was 4d. Thus underpaid by 2d.
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Cover from Soerabaja (13 Dec. 1934) backstampedoCand.
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Minor incident on the Eastern route

Cover carried on thefirst serviceto call at Kuala Lumpur, April 1934
By Duncan Crewe

This cover was carried on IW 263, the first to a new accelerated schedule and an incident filled service. The
problems began at Kuala Lumpur on 15 April when Arethusa broke through the surface of the runway and
came to a sudden halt as its wheels buried in the mud. It took nine and a half hours and the combined efforts
of the Kuala Lumpur fire brigade, the Malayan Railway and willing onlookers to free the aircraft. It was
undamaged and continued to Alor Star the same day, only to then encounter engine problems. This resulted in
atwo days delay as Aurora had to be sent as arelief aircraft. Efforts were made to make up lost time and the

service was only a day behind schedule when it reached Croydon on 24 April on board Heracles.

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

ist BRITISH The Traffic Nanager,
AR MAIL Tmperial Airways, ILtd.,
Airway Terminus,
Victoria Statlon,
IONDAN, S. Wy 1.

KUALA LUMFUR
AND PENANG
ro LONDON

1541934

The AW XV Arethusa.
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A Miscdlany of Items
By Bill Legg

With the opening of the Australia — England regularvice in December 1934, the Australian publicenst
last able to send air mail to many parts of theldvor

With regard to European countries, air mail coutex be sent by the Australia — England servicy and
then by surface, or by payment of an extra chaoggdcbe flown on to its destination by one of théei-
connecting air services.

Athens being the first landfall on the Europeantec@mmt was an important off-loading point for mail
continuing on by air. Similarly, Brindisi was uskmt sending on surface mail to Germany and Swanpel.

Cover to Sweden in Fig. 1 posted Melbourne 24 Mdr@B6. Flown on IW 430. Franking of 1/9d. with
correct superscription “Australian — London Air MaiThe air mail label was cancelled in London lwitvo
thick red bars. Forwarded by sea to Sweden.

Cover to Sweden in Fig. 2 posted Melbourne 6 FB8B91 Flown on SW 80. Franking of 4/3d. = 2/2dkstfl/2
0z. + 2/1d. additional %2 0z. Correct superscriptiBy Australia — Greece — Sweden.” Greek exchange
control mark on front. Athens backstamp of 17 FElmwn by DLH to Berlin, then by ABA to Stockholm.

Fig. 1

BY AIR MAIL
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Fig. 2
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During the war, in view of the uncertainty regaglithe air routes, it was not uncommon to find rbaiing
forwarded by two routes where available to increéasechances of safe arrival.

The example shown in Fig. 3 is dated October 18diiressed to Kuala Lumpar, F.M.S., with a franlohg
2%.d. for surface mail and inscription “DuplicateUnfortunately this mail became involved in the vl
suspension of the route due to the Japanese aitddalaya. It was therefore eventually returnethtoU.K.

Fig. 3

Fig. 4 shows a first day cover of G.V. Silver Jabilstamps (7 May 1935). Liverpool to OhingaitiwNe
Zealand. Backstamps of Sydney 24 May and Ohingiti May. Could this cover have been flown on the
first flight of the new Croydon — Brindisi servicgeparting on Sunday 12 May? It is unlikely asrtiegority

of the mail was apparently flown on the regulavieer IE 339, departing on Saturday 11 May. What do

members think?

HIER JUR NS
0 ARG \TITVY5

BY AR malL | @
PAR AVION .

Fig. 4
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Fig. 5 below is an example of the first air maihedule issued by the G.P.O. announcing the opedfitige

air mail service between London and Paris on 10ekther 1919.

AIR MAIL SERVICE
BETWEEN LONDON AND PARIS.

L]
The Postmaster General has made arrangements for the establishment of an

Air Mail Serviee between London and Paris. The service will include Paris,
France generally, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, &e,, and will begin on Monday next,
10th November.

Registered and noregistered letters, posteards, packets of printed papers and
commercial papers, and samples will be accepted for transmission. TParcels and
insured correspondence will not be accepted. A special fee at the rate of 25, 6d. per
ounce will be charged in addition to the ordinary forcign postage and registration
fee, whiere payable.

Currespondence for trunsmission by the Air Mail Scrviee will he aceepled daily
(except Sundavs) at the London Post Offices indicated below, Letters must e
handed over the counter, and the latest times of posting will be as follows :—

LoaTest nimE ol PosTING,

OrFIcE. == s e
Unregistered Irgistered

Correspendence. Correspondence.
Gineral st Offwe (King Edward's Huﬂdmg} Gk 11.0 am. 10.55 a.m.
Threadnvedile Street., = i 10.45 a.m. 1040 a.m.
Lombard Street . 1045 a.m. 10400 a.m.
Parlicnun? Street ... 3 1045 a.m. 1 1040 a.n.
Charing Cross = 10500 som, ! 1045 wn
Weestemn Cenitral !'!-wtl]-.l! HJ]HL . 1110 o, ! 154 nom
Western Thstrict (Hhece 1116 aar. | 1110 nam,
South Western Thstniet Office o 1040 aam, | LSS

I

The eorrespondence will be conveyed to Paris by acroplane, arriving in normal
conditions in time for delivery in Pins in business hours the rame day. Cor-
respondence addressed to Paris will thus be accelerated by about 16 hours,

Correspondence for places beyond Paris will be forwarded by the next available
train. Correspondence for places in France will be delivered by express on arrival
at the office of destination ; correspondence for countries beyond France will normally
be accilerated Ly 24 hours.

In the inward divection, correspondence posted in Paris in the morning will
normally reach London in time for delivery in Central London (ie, E.C., W.C.,
E.1, N.L NAW.1, W1, W.2, 3. W.1, and 8. K.1) during business hours on t]m same day.
It will be deliv IE:lE:d immediately on arvival by express messenger without additional
charge.

H it is known in advance that Aight will be impossible on any parlicular day, a
notice to that effect will be exhibited atl the Offices mentioned above.

Responsibility for Revistered Corvespondence will be admitied under the usual
conditiing ; otherwise correspondence will be aceepted at sender’s risk.

[32480) Wi, —~GEMA4T. 1680, 1119, Eirdot. k8 CGp.158. Fiooe,

Fig. 5
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A letter dated 30 Nov. 1931 from Shell-Mex Ltd.vigg information regarding the special Christmas
Greeting envelopes to be flown by Kingsford Smithas return flight of the all-Australian air secei is
shown in Fig. 6. In the end, due to various del&ysgsford Smith did not leave the U.K. until 7J4932.
Unfortunately, | cannot show an example of theaative envelope.

gtk SHELL-MEX LIMITED
: PO BOX NO. 138
SHELL CORNER
KINGEWAT
W .2,

Fig. 6
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Covers flown on Imperial Airways’ Eastern services,1928 to 1940
By Laurence Kimpton
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The cover from Iraqg shown in fig. 1, addressed tstPalia, was flown westwards by Imperial Airwaystboe
relatively short part of its journey which was hy. & was posted at Halabja (in Kurdistan) on 28t@ber
1928. (According to Proud'she Postal History of Iraq this post office was closed at this time). Backgiad
at Sulaimani on 25 October and Kirkuk on 26 Octoléan 4 November it would have been flown from

Baghdad to Cairo on service W89 by DHB#®y of Cairo. Backstamped at Cairo on 4 November and at Port
Said on 4 November prior to despatch by sea torAlisst
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In the December 2010 Gazette, Bob Clark referrethéofact that a small number of covers addressed t
Australia were flown on the first Imperial Airwagervice to Karachi, departing London on 30 MarcB99
although the first official acceptance was on 3y#at 1929. The cover illustrated in fig. 2 travelley train

from Karachi to Bombay (backstamped 9 April) fosplatch to Australia.

WALTTEN TN SHOLISH
m--——-lﬂﬁ---""-"
REGISTERED (-.1\(‘
EEESmssE TS

L AT ey A A —
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Fig. 3

Fig. 3 shows a cover from Egypt to England withetyBy Imperial Airways, posted at Cairo on 30 March
1940. It should have been flown on the last serdi&garting Egypt under Imperial Airways’ name, dépg

Alexandria on 31 March, service SW243.
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Fig. 4

Fig. 4 shows a cover from Belgium posted at Antwaemp20 November 1939. It would have been flown by
Imperial Airways from Southampton. (Germany invadsdgium in May 1940).

Fig. 5

oy FA

Fig. 5 shows a cover from Italy posted at Florence28 February 1940. It would have been flown by
Imperial Airways from Rome or Brindisi. (Italy emésl the war in June 1940).
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OPENED BY CENSOR

=5 Y DWNEY Hadsle

Aunatralis

Fig. 6
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Fig. 6 shows a cover from Switzerland posted aG&tlen on 29 March 1940. Manuscript ‘Chiasso dijck

was the post office close to the Italian border reheail to Asia and Australia was collected. U8l March
mail then travelled by rail to Brindisi to join theaperial Airways service; after this date, mailnéy train to
Locarno, then was flown by Swissair to Rome andthent by train to Brindisi. (Referencéhe Postal

History of World War 11 Mail Between New Zealand and Switzerland, by C J La Blonde).

Opened by Censor

Fig. 7

Fig. 7 shows a cover to Melbourne from Switzerlgodted at Celerina (near St. Moritz) on 15 May 1940
However, Switzerland had suspended airmail senticgsustralia following the German invasion of Fean
on 10 May. Also, following Italy’s declaration @far on 11 June, the Empire air mail service wapesuded.
The cover would most likely have been sent bytmBaghdad via Italy, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Tayko
connect with the BOAC/Qantas service to Sydnewrritved in Melbourne on 29 August. (The letter desi
the cover was written in Germany by the GermansibbsJewish, parents of the addressee on 6 Mayasd
taken by relatives to Switzerland where they ads@sand posted the cover. The Australian cens@aapp
not to have noticed that the letter originated ier@any, despite clues in its content. Not undeditan
German, the content was summarised for me by a &espeaker).
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Fig. 8 shows the front and reverse of a cover ted®&n posted at Melbourne on 3 June 1940. Censbred a
Melbourne. It would have been flown on service SW2kkaving Sydney on 5 June and terminating at

Karachi on 11 June following Italy’s declaration war on the same day. It presumably went by ship to
England, the evidence being the red bars indicdtiagend of carriage by air (although its carribgeir had

an unexpected ending at Karachi). Presumably tkieromould have travelled by a Swedish ship to Swede

which must have called in a port in Germany or faReaman occupied country such as Denmark for litatoe
fallen into the hands of the German censors.
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OPENED BY CENSOR

ASSED BY CENSOT
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Fig.9 shows a cover to England posted at Sydne§ dune 1940. Censored at Sydney. It would have been
flown on service SW247, leaving Sydney on 5 Jurgetearminating at Karachi on 11 June following Italy

declaration of war on the same day. It then woaldehbeen carried by ship to England. On redirectiomas
cancelled at Heathfield, Sussex on 10 August.

An interesting Australian cover
By Bryan Dudley Samp

| recently acquired the cover below from ebay, Wwhias advertised as '1939 Sydney to London Qanités a
Imperial Airways' together with a picture of theveo. This is quite true for the postmark on the ezors
‘Willoughby 25 Aug 1939', Willoughby being a subwbSydney. The cover itself reads '‘Commencement of
thrice weekly flying boat air mail service AustalEngland August 9 1938." All this adds up tofde that
somebody was using up a one year old commemoredier! The cover has an interesting rear whiclwsho
the arms of 'Q E A": Qantas Empire Airways. | amireded that these flights between Australia andthé
continued until June 1940, when ltaly entered the and the Mediterranean section of the route was ¢

COMMENCEMENT OF THRICE

WEEKLY = FLYING . BOAT AlR . AL

SERVICE AUSTRALIA-ENGLAND,
AMGUET %, 1938

QANTAS EMFPIRE AIRWAYS

AND

IMFERIAL AIRWAYS

M ANVOTIATION
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Airmail between Britain and Djask, 1929
By Robert Clark

Although Djask in the Persian Gulf was an overnigfap on the London — Karachi service, it appelaas t
mail was not accepted to be flown all the way tadRjon the first few services. The reporiTime Timeof
26th March 1929 about the new air service to Instiated that:

“The countries served by the new service are ferghlesent Egypt, Palestine, Irag and India.”
The air fees (in addition to ordinary postage)lsted as 4Y2d. to Iraq and 6d. to India.

Although the daily Mail Notice iThe Timeof 28th March shows a closing time of 6pm on THags28th
March for Air Mail to: “Iraqg, Persia, Persian Gulf, and India (N.W.Yhe separate air mail fee to the Persian
Gulf is not listed until 17th October.

The scans of the cover in Figure 1 were sent tofonecomment by the owner as my website at
www.nzstamps.org.ukas several pages on the development of the laip@rivays Eastern Route. They are
reproduced with his permission. The cover is podtathin Newcastle on 28th March 1929 and is adddkss
to Djask. It has a Basrah transit on 5th April aodit was flown there on IE 1. However, it also bramsit
marks at Muscat on 12th April and an arrival marbgsk on 17th April. Clearly it was off-loaded Basrah
and completed its journey by surface.

In the BAeF Auction on 6th October 2006, item escribed as a ‘G.L. Collins cover to Bushire, Rers
Basrah (5/4) transit (to Bushire by surface)’. lbuld be interesting to see other examples of ail ma
addressed to Djask, Bushire or Lingeh and senEdh |

BY FIRST AIRMAILL
England-Persia.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Messrs.A.V.DUARTE BROS.

Imperial Airways Litd.
A
JASY,

PERSIA.

Figure 1 (front). Flown to Basrah on IE 1, thenDgsk by surface.
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26 henfield Torrace Vest —\ Vip 39
r 7 Tw, lewcastle on Tyne = \ﬁ-

Figure 2: First despatch London /Djask on IE 9.

In The Timeof 22nd May, there is a report of a new (May 192@ition of the Air Mail leaflet and that the
service to India:

“... now provides facilities for sending correspondeifiy air to many countries.”
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The cover shown in figure 2 is postmarked on 24#yM929 and has ‘First despatch London / Jask’ in
manuscript on the front and a Djask arrival marklosm back on 1st June. It would have been flownEof
which left London on 25th May and was in Djask @t June. The franking is 8%2d. made up of 2%d. dizst
surface rate plus 6d. per ¥ oz. air mail fee hdtréfore appears that mail was not flown all thg waDjask
until the facilities provided by the service to Kahi were extended in late May.

Air mail was accepted from Djask for the UK on fhret return flight, IW 1, as demonstrated by tlwver in
figure 3. It is postmarked in Djask on 7th AprilZ®and is addressed to John Davis in Liverpoolds
redirected in Liverpool on 15th April and so wasath on IW 1 which arrived at Croydon on 14th April.

s

o
AlnMAl L, FAR AV L{ '“. Gald A ER ."..".%4 "—:‘Jf)c

rt‘l i. r.'_.'_:'!- - OnNaon. ;_. g_e'{EPH '. |
a ; A Sy o :

=
b et

Figure 3: Djask — Liverpool, flown on IW 1.

Reference

P. WingentAircraft Movements on Imperial Airways’ Eastern Rou927-1937Winchester, 1999.
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Why wasthis cover to Milan off-loaded in Greece?
By Robert Clark

The air mail cover in Figure 1 was sent from Nevaldad to Milan early in World War Il. It is postnkaed
in Wanganui on 18th October 1939 and is frankedh W&.-9d., the pre-war rate for both Greece arlg, Ita
which remained unchanged in the early months ofnhie It shows an early use of New Zealand cehgors
as it was opened and passed by the censor in Agtktznsor number 2).

This was before Italy entered the war in June 1&8#0Imperial Airways air mail from Sydney was dtdling
flown by the pre-war route with stops in AthensinBBlrsi and Rome. | would have expected a cover tiarM

to have been off-loaded in Italy but this cover hasAthens transit mark (Figure 2) and so presuynabls
off-loaded there. Was this normal practice andpifwhy?

The dates on the Athens and Milan backstamps areasy to decipher. The Athens transit is either 44
XI while the Milan backstamp is either 7 or 17 XThe stroke to the left of the ‘7’ could be an extous
smudge.) Also what is the meaning of the 39-XVIi the Milan backstamp? According to Aitink &

Hovenkamp, flighSW 183eft Sydney on 25th October and arrived in Athens8rd November and Rome on
4th November.

AU AL preREid IR TR

b

Figure 1: New Zealand — Milan, October 1939

Figure 2: Athens and Milan backstamps, Novembe®193
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Post cardsfeaturing Short Empireflying boats
By Duncan Crewe

Postcard of Caledonia: published by Valentines

FTHE IMPERJIAL AlRwer's FLying Boat "CaLEDONIA™
dr USED ON THE TWO—waiy ATI:A['-ITll: MEIL SERVICE.

Postcard of Caledonia flying over Rochester: published by Real Photos of Liver pool
The same image was used in a post war card published by Pamlin
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Postcard of Cambria: published by Tucks

Postcard of Centaurus: published by Tucks




June 2011 (Issue 39) Imperial Airways Gazette

Postcard of Canopus:. published by Tucks

Postcard of Canopusflying over Rochester: published by Real Photos of Liverpool
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Postcard of Canopus on the Medway: published by John Cooke for Royal Mail

Postcard of Caledonia: published by Tucks
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Postcard of Corsair: published by Tucks

Postcard of Challenger: published by Tucks
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Postcard of Centurion: published by Photochrom for the Times

[

IMFERIAL AIRVVAYS. EMPIRE FLYING-BOAT A PHOTOGRAPH FROM " THE TIMES"

Postcard of Cordelia: publisher unknown
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Postcard of Canopus; published by Imperial Airways

Painting of Canopus by N Wilkinson: published by Imperial Airways

o TR
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Painting of Canopus by Roy Nockolds: published by Medici Society
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A newspaper flown by the Short S.20 long-range composite Mercury
By Duncan Crewe

MERCURY G-ADHJ

Having received its certificate of airworthiness in June 1938, Mercury was designed to launch in mid-air
from a modified Empire flying boat Maia, The aircraft made its first mail carrving fhght on 20 July
1938, when it successfully launched from Maia over Fovnes and piloted by Captain D Bennett, flew non-
stop to Montreal After refuelling it continued to New York where it arrived at 2108 British Summer
Time on 21 July, Apart from official greetings to dignitarics and one letter accompanying the newspaper
freight, no mail was carried The total freight load was about half a ton. Most of it was made up of
special editions of British newspapers. The Daily Mail, Datly Sketch, Daily Herald, Financial News and
Daily Mirror all produced special editions while the News Chroniele printed a greeting to American
readers in the late news column, The copy shown on the next sheet was re-posted on arrival m New York
which resulted in the July 21 postmark being applied, proving that this example was flown. A copy of the
Late Column message 1s shown below the posteard,

R — ===£

LATE NEWS

The NEWS CHROMICLE
sends Greefings to Canada
and the United States on
the first delivery by air of
a British newspaper on the
MNorth American Centinent
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IMERCURY G-ADHJ

Caopy of the News Chronicle carvied on the 20 July 1938 flight to New York

WEDNESDAY, JULY 20,

1938

mgs Toast In
World Peace
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Simon sent scans of the front and reverse of tverceshown below. He asks if any of you can provide

The Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta

Material provided by Simon Barlow.

information about the Aero Philatelic Club of Cdtauand who was Chas. Griffiths? All such covaeen
are addressed to Chas. Griffiths; do any readems tavers with a different addressee?

AIR MAIL

=g

Ficst

j]’[igbt |

THE AEHD F'HII.ATELIG CLUB OF CALCUTTA.
Yo UM 46, PollcE HosrITAL Rnl.n.

=

SOUTH
AFRICA

v P, 0. ENTALLY, cm.ﬂ:u'r'rn.

CHAS. GRIFFITHS, EsQq.,
cio PosT H.ﬁETEH

S@hs
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Editor’s note:

Simon’s cover was prepared for the first Imperialhays service to Cape Town in Jan./Feb. 1932aveha
cover prepared by the Aero Philatelic Club for finst I.A. service to East Africa in March 1931.o1the
sake of completeness of the story surrounding tkeeoAPhilatelic Club, | am showing it below. The
differences between Simon’s cover and the one peddar the 1931 flight are apparent.

i THE
AERO PHILATELI_C CLUB OF CALEUT’I"-A,’-
. 46, POLICE HOSPITAL ROAD,
E.'NT.F;LL‘!'_,:EALCUTTA+

2

o :.,ﬁ.;!_ ]

LI T

KARACHI— _ CHAS. GRIFFITHS Eso.
CAIRO— ! #ﬁ R c/o. POST MASTER.
CAPE—~ PR SUDAM,
,‘.?J = Juba. -

ROUTE-- AFRICA,




June 2011 (Issue 39) drigd Airways Gazette

In addition to the Aero Philatelic Club cover, Simalso sent scans of the front and reverse of émg v
attractive cover shown below which was flown fromif@© to Cape Town by Imperial Airways’ first sergito
South Africa, from where it was returned to Egyptdea. The 100 mils. franking = 15 mils. per 2thgr
ordinary postage + 65 mils. per 20 grm. air fe8aaith Africa + 20 mils. registration fee.

BY AIR ¥ir:

PAR 2 nc::i—J

SERVICE ‘,r 4 ’I""u-:g' =
F i | s ———
hew:'-.u_-q ' CAFT. R.H.SAYER, Dow, R.A PG,
ENVCEANY A RBERIA

B2, Crown STREET,

J'] J, UBRSERVATORY,

CAPE TOWN,
IRfon SautH AFRKA

su‘u;r"ﬁ AFEILA
KERSTE DEREFLDE LUGPOS

LOMNDEN —KAAPSTAD
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KLM Test Lettersorganised by Imperial Airwaysand BOAC Test Letters.
Material provided by Richard Beith

BY AIR MAIL

. PAR AVION

Mrs. W. H. Leascn,
59 Ventnor Street,
Lewland Avenue,
H{]LL]

Yorks,

First Flight AMSTERDAM-HULL

E. L. M,
By Do TYIRIGot

Figure 1.

D. H. Handover,

Tmperial Airways,
LONDCON, S. W. 1.

s

Figure 1. 1934: 31 May, Inauguration of summer oklyM service Amsterdam - Hull-Liverpool. | have tprinted “By
Imperial Airways” covers, with IA crossed out angptaced by KLM, one for each direction. [Mail narded Hull-
Liverpool on this date]. Posted in The Hague onv31934, the cover is addressed to a lady in H&é&nder's address
on reverse D H Handover, Imperial Airways, LONDOWZI Envelope has not been opened, no contentsy frm to
fill in. Note pencilled 340531 adjacent stamps.
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BY AIR MAIL

| PAR AVION |

H. ¥artin, Esq.,

¢/o K.L.M.,

Hofweg 9,

] The Hague,

o HOLLAND,

First Flight Hull-Amdtergem.
et !

By

Figure 2. ' N

D. H. Handover,
Tmperial Airways
London, S.W.1l

b B 20

Figure 2. Posted in Hull on 31 May 1934, addresgeé Mr Martin, c/o KLM at The Hague. ROTTERDAMs aaf
receipt 1 VI 6N 1934. Sender as in figure 1. RiEtt340531 adjacent stamps. Envelope has beenexp

[For a history of the KLM Amsterdam — Liverpool giee, see Beith, Richard, "The Summer Air Mail
Service between the Netherlands and the North gfaad, 1934 to 1938", Air Mail News, Volume 38, No.
163 (December 1995), pp.49-62.]



Imperial Airways Gazette June RQiEsue 39)

JNES
By first regular sd&n{a@,ﬂzm
-T{- e LISBUI: \\"\.;\ ) /.

o = Yar

J.Fife Symington, Esq.,
Pen American Airways, Inc.,
135, E.42nd Sireet,
N.Y.C.

H-Y-&

U.S.A.

Traffic Director,
British Overseas Airways Corporation

Figure 3.
Bristol.

Figure 3. 1940: 1 June, “By first regular servic&ktLisbon,” posted in Bristol 1 June 1940, addresseéPan American
Airways in New York. (Correct 1/3d. per % oz. yate

Pencilled 400601 adjacent stamps. Sender's addiea$fic Director, BOAC, Bristol. Envelope has h@en opened, no
contents, so no form to fill in.
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e

BY AIR MAIL

By Survey Flight Lisbon-]
ERITISH OVERSEAS ATRWAYS CORPORLTION

D.H.Handover, Esg.,
British Overseas Adrways Corporation,

Gramd Spa Hotel,

Clifton
P v /PAS
£0 N BRISIOL, 8. |
11 APR 1340
Figure 4

Figure 4. 1940: 10 April, “By Survey Flight Lisbd#eston,” addressed to Handover at BOAC in BristDispatch mark
LISBOA CORREO AEREO 10 ABR 40, internal receiptkkmBOAC 11 APR 1940. PASSED BY CENSOR handstamp.
No sender's address on reverse. Envelope has meot dygened, no contents, so no form to fill in. [€lder this a test
letter as addressed Handover]. The reverse isklan

Test letters~ a follow-up
By Peter Wingent

Hepisiraiess Mu, POLEST (Eoglmaly BANERERS: MEDLAND BANK LTD,, HIOH STREET. SUTTOR COLDFIELD A/C Mo, jeian
VRO ACCOUINT 0O 0 8 PMosicheck boaniag Mo, 442 1154
- g oo R
FRANCIS J. FIELD, r.p.p.
Air Ml Consultant, Licensed Valuer ond Expertiser
| SUTTON COLDFIELD . WEST MIDLANDS . ENGLAND RT) &R)
phaing D015 | 4R Pl call oioalie Busises hours: 021106 495
it -
I 111 5
I I= [ 0 1 R
By i - A Nl Ja‘
| i i i il
1 1f1denti Lin
Fi i LI I 1 ooedunre L 1éw of
I Ll L} i 3 L I L1l sLimd
1 ] 1
1 = ) L L ¥ il 1 Vil 1 1 1
i i O i g nptl ans, .
t n in hand at presen )
i i 4 | bt eh A EHLLE I
I L d the Ie reulnt 1 ince 1Ll
ira tr ]
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|II 4
o0
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I have been prompted to show the letter on the sif@age, and it's enclosure below, by the opening
paragraph of Bill Legg’s article, entitled “Impédriairways and B.O.A.C. Test Letters,” which appehie the
June 2010 edition of the Gazette (page 2). Itggathave no background information on the introdwctiof
these devices apart from the obvious one as a abretke efficiency of the air mail deliverieslike Bill, |
have found there to be a dearth of informationest ketters and the F.J. Field enclosure is the pigice of
information | have relating to the subject.

Unfortunately F.J.F. did not state the source ef“donfidential outline” which he enclosed anddally just
confirms Bill's understanding of their purposehaligh | was surprised to read that the U.P.U. weaslved.
Anyway, the letter is a reminder of how helpful.F.Jvas and is a little piece of nostalgia. | bain not the
only one who used to look forward to a letter frBotton Coldfield dropping through my letterbox!

CONFIDENTIAL

Plannin erpins at Lhe U.P.U. and 1.4.T.A. onierences 1n

(LA.T.A. = International Air Transport Associatipn
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An interesting card of Hadrian
By Duncan Crewe

From the front this looks to be an attractive aafrthe aircraft in a familiar pose, albeit thatdsof Hadrian
seem harder to come by than those of other HP ®&s.real fun is on the reverse where the publisher
retailer has added a printed section for passerigevgrite in details of their journey. Unfortunatethe
technical information relates to the AW Argosy!

sin wieas s IMPERIAL AIRVWAYS 42.5EATER AIR LIMER shos m leane for Fari L

The Armmsrong Whitwareh " Argoay™ Type Alecrafc
b Grted with Theee Armatrong Siddeler '*Jagiar”™

Afr Cocled Engines, deweloping a rowal af 1,475 _; ! 3
H.P., iz &0 ft. long, haz a wing span af 23 fr. POS I C‘A RD, B
and has accommodation in o the Saloon far 20 3 Brirrwd

Passengers. This  rypre of Adrcesfr 5 wsed by o if

Imperial Airways on the Buropran Services, X B k. T 1T
Jrl-ill'.llq'.'.'.\; o b writfen fire, S
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