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Editorial

Greetings to you all. Another six months has phss®l no doubt many of you will be concentrating on
gardening rather than air mails at this time of year. | hope you will find plenty of interest Wit this
edition so that when your back is aching, you cameha rest and read this in an easy chair undegea t
Apologies to members in South Africa and Austrédiatalking of sunny gardens — you just curl uptbg fire
instead!

I hope those of you who received the last editiordsc were able to print your copy without probéeem
have spoken to only a few who have told me that #ehieved it without difficulty and | am assumitigat
the silent majority are happy too. Just to behlmdafe side, | will repeat the ‘printing guidd-irst of all,
there are two versions on the disc. The folderethfiWord version” is for those with a PC and thiléo
named “PDF version” is for those with an Apple Ma&fter opening your version, first print the filmmed
“Front cover” and on the reverse of that sheetaggr print the “Contents” page. Then print “Pafjerid
just continue printing pages in numerical ordeotigh to the end.

We all owe a big vote of thanks to Duncan Crewe &ilt Legg, both of whom have made major
contributions to this issue: together they haverilmmted 32 of the 40 pages. Without their effahis edition
would not exist. Duncan’s series of Imperial Aiggaaircraft on post cards has now been runningdor or
five years and | believe he still has some moreotoe. His press cuttings are very, very scardbgscome
from South African and Southern Rhodesian newsggapéreally is most generous of him to share théth
us.

Bill's article on test letters is the first | hageen on this topic, which is surprising becauselétters are
popular and sought after items so | would have ghosomebody would have made a study of them by, now
His other contribution, on aviation personalitiesamver, is most inventive and results in us sesarge very
attractive covers combined with useful and inténgdbiographical details of the addressees.

I would also like to thank Richard Beith, Bryan DeytStamp and Alistair Watt for making contributson
Alistair is a new member of the group, living inctbria, Australia. | would like to welcome him aatso
another new member, Trevor Buckell, who lives inelstoury, Wiltshire.

As always, | have to say that | do not have enamglterial for the next Gazette so please try to sead
something, no matter how small. You may have edtithat some of the illustrations in recent ed#iane of
good quality. These are the ones which are sérgrddy email or on disc. Because they have beanned
only once, their quality is not reduced so if yoa able to supply me with illustrations this wag,rauch the
better but if not, don’t worry, | will be grateftor anything!

| haven't any more air mail news but having nowegghe words ‘air mail’ and ‘post cards’ | will s& the
question of the correct spelling of these: shouwthlbe one word or two? We see them spelt bothsway
frequently and | seem to remember Dick Saundry eaised the question of the correct form of ‘airilima

the “Air Mail News” (note spelt as two words). Tties of both Ted Proud’s and John Sears’ boakdain

the word ‘Airmail’ as a single word and many otlvestances of this form can be found. | have alwsed
the two words form because that is the one usedranail labels, right from their inception, anddn’t think

the post office would have got it wrong for ningbars.

Similarly, many instances of the spelling of posticas a single word can be found but, again, othalactual
post cards | have seen the form is two words anthabis what | use. Does anybody know if thera is
correct spelling of ‘air mail’ and ‘post card’? B®anybody care? | must admit | don’t very muchlihad
quite a big space left to fill on the page!

Anyway, happy reading and happy holidays.
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I.A. Map of the Egypt ~ Australia Air Route
By Bryan Dudley-Stamp

Bryan obtained one of the very scarce map booldstged by Imperial Airways to passengers. Unfately
to show the maps in full would take 24 pages of thagazine and they are difficult to reproducestdad,
shown below is the front cover, with a date of 1:385at the bottom, and the notes of an unknownerags
who used the blank pages within, titled, “Passeites and Diary,” to describe his journey fronmétzon
to Bahrein on 4 March 1940. Thanks to Bryan farsiy this interesting item.

— ———
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Editor’s note:

The service which left Rangoon on 4th Mar¢h
1940 was SW219, operated by the S23 flying
boat Coolangatta She arrived Karachi 5tk
March, which agrees with the writer’'s diar
but left again the following day and arrive
Poole to schedule on 10th March.

[oX

Thus, the writer’'s note that, “We stopped [jn

Karachi] for 3 nights and 2 days waiting fq

- another plane” is puzzling. However, he

must then have been flown to Bahrein by

L' oy, service CW199, operated by HP##lena,

5 (:L;_ T L S which departed Karachi 8th March and
gy arrived Bahrein on the 9th.

=
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“(Sea plane)

4/3/40. 12 noon left Rangoon arrive Akyab 3pwent ashore in launch and had a drink of lemon siqua
then went back to the plane again. Left Akyab.808m arrived Calcutta at 6pm. Went ashore in fomo
launch and then had a 10 mile ride in a car toGhend Eastern Hotel, where we stopped the nigtad &
look around Calcutta for a little while, then weatbed. Called again at 4am., went back to thaepkdter
having tea and toast, then we had breakfast ipldre. Arrive Allahabad at 9.30am. Went for p afound
the lake while they refueled the plane, then wetwenlhansi, had another trip around the lake wihiésy
refueled. Stopped about half an hour. Our nexy stas Jodhpur. We went ashore there in a motatr dood
we all had a drink of lemonade, left again in aldwalf an hour and went on to Karachi where we stddpr
3 nights and 2 days waiting for another plane. [&/$tiopping at Karachi, we went on the beach otegrajon
and we all washed our feet. We also went to theemon and the zoo. Also we had a car and had algokd
around the place, then on the 8th morning at 8antefvdy land plane for Jiwani, then we had sonmneeli
juice while they refueled the plane. Our next si@s Sharjah, we had tea when we arrived, thenarattwe
saw another plane come in from Alexandria. Wepsdpthe night here in a fort with an armed guardida
all night. In the morning we were called at 4.45&ad tea and biscuits and left at 6am for Bahtein.
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Imperial Airwaysand B.O.A.C. Test Letters
By Bill Legg

I have no background information on the reasonraklie introduction of these devices, apart from th
obvious one as a check on the efficiency of theraiil deliveries. No doubt somewhere in the B.&shaves
there will be references to their introduction.

From my examples, there appear to be two main types

1) The whole envelope is returned to the sender witaradstamp on the reverse with the date of arrival.
2) There is a printed slip inserted which the recipismequested to sign and return.

e

BY AIR MAIL :
'.\-\-“'_ - i
%
%
o Ha Hirdower, hsag.,
S e—FndderNrttonet-AErway s,
—Emili L N
Pleasa return to:-
Handover, Bag.
Imperial Airways;
1 7 DEC 1934
]
g P I [lllI X
\ az, TS -FLH"".
N e ,2-’-_;3’}". :\
bt ¥
JE <] ,.*_‘_-&.-:‘, p
\ _ K e WF
: 4 0 " FgI
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My first example (above) is dated 12th Dec. 193thwlie introduction of the 6d. per ¥z oz. flat retdempire
countries and addressed to Denis Handover, CalchDttdandover was the I.A. Traffic Superindent.
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Above: 1938 (22 Feb.) to Rangoon, backstamped &stth Received by Traffic Manager 2nd March. The
initials I.LF.C.L. on the receiving handstamp stdod Irrawaddy Flotilla Company Limited. Why waseth
cover received by I.F.C.L.? Possibly because teae the agents for I.A. in Rangoon.
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Above: 1938 (9th April) to Karachi, backstampedhlBpril. Received by the Traffic Manager next day.
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BY AIR MAIL

By air Meil e =

Commereial [MEanfxex,
British Overseas Airways Corporation,
4, Sharia Baehler,
Cairo,
Eegypt.

Taat Let

sr No. 11 jfkfr"‘ 5

e
e
¥
P

BRITISH OVERSEAS ATRWAYS CORPORATION

MRMORANDUN

| g
Peemw: Meil Bupt, | L1
Head (Qffice ™

e .

Lt .11

TEST LETTER Mo, f/

- F
&
- " : . : 2
Date of pomting in Londomn ....%. iy
: e | e :

b | | )

Date of receipt ab destinobion woflsicisessefiedessss’

o T .‘. An
F 1 & L A
: L L
. KL= —
’ = \.i
o
Plesse complpte and return topether with covering envelope to
B.V. Delby Beq, . Mail Zupt., Liveays Terminal, London, 8.%.1., marked
"Personel - TSt Letier.”

'L. f} {
S >
i e W A

ifail Superintendend

Above: 1946 (8th Feb.) to Cairo. Date of receithlFeb. Note that E.V. Dolby is still Mail Supgendent
of B.O.A.C.
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QanTas EMPIRE AIRWAYS LID.

BY AIR MAIL SYDNEY| |
PAR AVION 1238PN
. e |
PERSONAL - TEST LETTER Jgﬂtac =
INSWAUSR] & LD VWECH ==

Traffic Managsr,

British Overseas Airweys Corporation,
Alrways Terminal,

Buckingham Palace Road,

LONDON, S.W.I.

IF HoT DELIVEREZD WiTHin 14 DAvVS
RETURN To Box 4B9, SYENEY

TEST ALR MAIL LETTER NO.2

Fosted by Q.E. A, SYDNEY, at noon,

on Thursday, 6th Decenber 1945,

Above: 1945 (6th Dec.) Sydney to B.O.A.C., Lond®ast Letter No. 2 posted 6th Dec. by Q.E.A.; reegiv
London 13th Dec.
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WO

PFAR

TEST AIR _LETT
j"' NO. 14
&
ﬁmbed by Qantas Fmrire
g Adrways Limited =t 12
.:f,,r' ﬂlgzg'tm 25th February,

Above: 1946 (25th Feb.) Sydney to London, tesetaib. 14 posted by Q.E.A.; received London l1stdar
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H. H. Harman, Esg.,
General Manager,
Qantas Empire Airways,
Shell House
Carrington Street,

Test Letter No. 1

Sydnay,
Auastralis

_.-l"'.l

f .o, ﬁ#ﬁ‘*ﬂ (.8
Ih-x'i.f D.H I Rwk. W'eot. | ﬁ:‘?

l-EP\ LTD, {EEE,
RECEIVED H'

5. 0.
OM.| 2 ONOV 945 p_,,]

Above: 1945 (23rd Nov.) London to Sydney, teseletto. 1. Received by Q.E.A. 29th Nov.
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flantes Brapire- AJTvays,

Shall House,

Carrington Street,

Sydney,
ATSTHALTA.
Test Letter No. 2.

-l_-_l__-': 1 [ -
| M0 QAL LTD. ] gzp
g [ RFCEVE DAy
1 e e
o.M, | =PEGI945 oy
1945 (28th Nov.) London to Sydney. Test | WLl ANSD. ¢ G:5.
letter no. 2 with insert received 3rd Dec. ‘sl D | R'wk. Mecot, [ DIs
(November crossed out and December inserted). e :

T IT

FRITTAN VERSEAS ATRTAYE CORPORLTTON

MEMORANDITE

Head Office

(i [

TRST IETTER [#), #0C

F
Dete of posting in London ..-'.":{“.9: !"?E’?‘!'!“f%‘f.ifé‘f

Date of receipt af destinntion FW.‘M 196y,

4
o~
E.VW., Dolby Fsq., ¥ail ., Adreays Terminsl, London, B..0.1.,
"Parsconal - Test Letidr,"

ra

iy

\ ;;'f&_, ;

L R R I T B I R

iiail Superintendent

From; Meil Supt. to: o E Ae /(La_d(‘*ﬂ«a.

Please complete end-feturn tonether with eovering envelope fo
narked
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B.O.A.C. Last Eastern Services, May/June 1940
By Alistair Watt

Our new member, Alistair, has kindly sent the faflog interesting and important covers which repnésiee
disruption to eastern route services of Imperialvalys following the entry of Italy into WWII in Jenl940:

= —

L B =
i

ey o=

Qo
Pﬁ.i.}"._..._... b B WUy

HOSN3J A nau"__

Posted Sydney, 27 May 1940, backstamped Londordub@. It was flown by B.O.A.C. service SW245

which departed Sydney 29 May and arrived Pooler@.Jut was the last through service from Austrédia
U.K.
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This cover illustrates one of those contingenciewartime. Dated Sydney 8 June 1940, it is addekde
Zurich in Switzerland. It would have left Rose Bifying boat terminal on Sydney Harbour on the smrv
SW249 on 12 June but this went only as far as pimgawhere it terminated on 15 June. From Singapor
service SW248 departed 5 days late on 16 Juneimgrits own load and that of SW249. This service
terminated at Alexandria on 20 June, from wherel mvas forwarded by sea. Alternatively, it couldvba
been held over until the first horseshoe servigeaded on 23 June and arrived Durban 1 July. Tiv&ecE
backstamp of 12 Sept. certainly indicates the caxges much delayed and forwarded by sea from sorim. po
The British censor resealing label proves the cpassed through the U.K. before it went to Zurich.
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Posted in London, 11 June 1940, backstamped P2rilil2. This, | believe, indicates that it wadact not
sent on the horseshoe route but was actually edrisbon on 15 June for the trans-Atlantic sendace then
by sea from San Francisco to Australia where sugifsrarrived Sydney on 15 July (Proud Vol. 2). SThias
a very short term interim arrangement before maése sent from the U.K. to Durban by sea on 19 Jumk
then onto the newly established horseshoe sersoce Durban to Sydney. Mails sent via the lattertecdid
not in fact reach Australia until 25 July, over aek after my cover arrived.



Imperial Airways Gazette June @Q&sue 37)

Cover from the Slovak Stateto New Zealand
By Richard Beith

Richard has kindly forwarded details of a newlyw@oed 1939 cover from the Slovak State to New Zwdila

The Slovaks were allowed to have 'independenddairch 1939, as long as they played ball with Bedind
even then they lost territory to Hungary.

This mourning cover was posted in the Slovak capatislava on 3 July 1939 and is addressed to
Wellington, NZ. The reverse shows the Sydney AiilNdaction slogan for 13 July 1939. This date sstge
arrival on SE147, after collecting this cover abéus.

Franked with stamps showing the late Father Hlirk&yhose name many bad deeds were to be donggdurin

WWII.
Franking 17.50 Ks, which probably equates to: ee@sdetter, first 20g 2.50 Ks.; air fee 3 x 5Ks15g00 Ks.
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The Hong Kong Survey flights by Imperial Airways October 1935 - March 1936
By Duncan Crewe

Dorado, piloted by Captain W Armstrongyas flown out to Penang in September 1935 in c@earry out
the survey flights. The full details of the posting flight are given in Table 1 below. The informea has
been extracted from the Imperial Airways movemdrarts for the period from September 1935 through t
March 1936 andPioneer Pilot, the autobiography of William Armstrong, who fléborado out to Penang
and who carried out the early survey flights. |'\aery grateful to Stan Wheatcroft for drawing myeation to
the details of the survey flights on the charts tnBeter Wingent for help in deciphering the chart

Table 1 ~ The positioning flight of Dorado to Penang

Place Date Comment
Croydon Dep. 16 September
Marseilles Arr. 16 September
Dep.17 September
Malta Arr. 17 September
Dep. 18 September
Alexandria Arr. 18 September
Dep. 20 September
Bahrain Arr. 20 September
Dep. 21 September
Karachi Arr. 21 September| Minor damage was caused by a heavy night landing at

Dep. 22 September | Karachi but the aircraft was repaired overnight esad able
to proceed next ddy.

Jodhpur Arr. 22 September| The plan was to fly through to Delhi but the aifcstruck a
Dep. 23 September | vulture causing damage to the tail plane. This lteduin
Jhansi Arr. 23 September| Captain Armstrong making an emergency landing ahsh

Dep. 24 September | Spare parts were flown by light aircraft from Kdraend
after repairs had been maBerado was able to proceed {o
Allahabad on 24 Septembfr.

Allahabad Arr. 24 September
Dep. 25 September
Rangoon Dep. 26 September,
Bangkok Arr. 27 September
Dep. 30 September
Penang Arr. 30 September

On arrival at Penang a series of survey flightsewearried out and these are detailed below. Aaddram
aware no mail was carried although collectors adgtgporepared covers in anticipation that it woudd.
Contemporary newspaper accodrdate categorically that no mail was carried astde Imperial Airways
Gazette, the house magazine of the airline. Armstrong hawveatates that on the 25 October survey flight he
did carry the first experimental payload that haérpbdispatched from London and that he was forcdly t
the route in a day to avoid the mail arriving lateHong Kond after the trunk service had arrived late in
Penang because of bad weather en route. Back stampevers however do bear out this assertion. The
details of the survey flights are given in TableA2mstrong piloted a total of six return flightsfbee he
handed over to John Lock who took over in Decenibkee. latter went on to fly the rest of the surviights
and the inaugural service to Hong Kong in March6l93e also wrote of his experiences in thegy of a
Merchant Airman which was jointly written with John Creasey.
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Table 2 ~ The Survey flights
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-
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Penang Dep. 2 October Hong Kong Dep. 9 October
Saigon Arr. 2 October Tourane Arr. 9 October
Dep. 3 October Dep. 10 October
Tourane Arr. 3 October Saigon Arr. 10 October
Dep. 4 October Dep 11 October
Hong Kong Arr. 4 October Penang Arr. 11 October
Penang Dep. 14 October Hong Kong Dep. 19 October
Saigon Arr. 14 October Tourane Arr. 19 October
Dep. 15 October Dep. 20 October
Tourane Arr. 15 October Saigon Arr. 20 October
Dep. 16 October Dep. 21 October
Hong Kong Arr. 16 October Penang Arr. 21 October
Penang Dep. 25 October Hong Kong Dep. 29 October
The survey was flown though Saigon Arr. 29 October
Hong Kong in a day with n Dep. 30 October
overnight stop
Hong Kong Arr. 25 October Penang Arr. 30 October
Penang Dep. 1 November Hong Kong Dep. 5 November
The survey was flown though Saigon Arr. 5 November
Hong Kong in a day with n Dep. 6 November
overnight stop.
Hong Kong Arr. 1 November Penang Arr. 6 November
Penang Dep. 7 November Hong Kong Dep. 12 Novembe
Saigon Arr. 7 November Saigon Arr. 12 November,
Dep. 8 November Dep. 13 Novembe
Hong Kong Arr. 8 November Penang Arr. 13 November
Penang Dep. 14 November Hong Kong Dep. 19 Novembe
Saigon Arr. 14 November Saigon Arr. 19 November,
Dep. 15 November Dep. 20 Novembe
Hong Kong Arr. 15 November Penang Arr. 20 November
Penang Dep. 21 November| | Singapore Dep. 26 Novembe
Singapore Arr. 21 November Penang Arr. 26 November
Penang Dep. 28 November Hong Kong Dep. 3 December
Saigon Arr. 28 November Saigon Arr. 3 December
Dep. 29 November Dep. 4 December
Hong Kong Arr. 29November Penang Arr. 4 December
Penang Dep. 5 December Hong Kong Dep. 10 Decembe
Saigon Arr. 5 December Saigon Arr. 10 December
Dep. 6 December Dep. 11 Decembe
Hong Kong Arr. 6 December Penang Arr. 11 December
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Table 2 continued
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Penang Dep 12 December Hong Kong Dep 17 Decembe
Saigon Arr. 12 December Saigon Arr. 17 December
Dep 13 December Dep 18 December
Hong Kong Arr. 13 December Penang Arr. 18 December
Penang Dep 19 December Hong Kong Dep 24 Decembe
Saigon Arr 19 December Saigon Arr. 24 December
Dep 20 December Dep 25 December
Hong Kong Arr. 20 December Penang Arr. 25 December
Penang Dep 26 December Hong Kong Dep 31 Decembe
Saigon Arr. 26 December Saigon Arr. 31 December
Dep 27 December Dep 1 January
Hong Kong Arr. 27 December Alor StaP Arr. 1 January
Alor Star Dep 2 January Hong Kong Dep 7 January
Saigon Arr. 2 January Saigon Arr. 7 January
Dep 3 January Dep 8 January
Hong Kong Arr 3 January Alor Star Arr 8 January
Alor Star Dep 9 January Hong Kong Dep 14 January
Saigon Arr. 9 January Saigon Arr. 14 January
Dep 10 January Dep 15 January
Hong Kong Arr. 10 January Alor Star Arr. 15 January
Alor Star Dep 23 January Hong Kong Dep 28 January
Saigon Arr. 23 January Saigon Arr. 28 January
Dep 24 January Dep 29 January
Hong Kong Arr. 24 January Alor Star Arr. 29 January
Alor Star Dep 30 January Hong Kong Dep 4 February
Saigon Arr. 30 January Saigon Arr. 4 February
Dep 31 January Dep 5 February
Hong Kong Arr. 31 January Penang Arr. 6 February
Penang Dep 13 February Hong Kong | Dep 18 February
Saigon Arr. 13 February Saigon Arr. 18 February
Dep 14 February Dep 19 February
Hong Kong | Arr. 15 February Penang Arr. 20 February
Penang Dep 23 February Singapore Dep 22 March
Singapore Arr. 23 February Penang Arr. 22 March

Dorado departed Penang on 23 March on the first regelaice to Hong Kong, FEE 1.
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Mail prepared by collectorsfor the survey flights

A number of collectors prepared covers in SepterahdrOctober 1935 in the expectation that they dbel
flown on the survey flights from Penang to Hong Ko&imilarly mail is also known dated February and
March 1936 which was intended to be flown eitheortédrom Hong Kong. However when the back stamps on
the covers are checked against the dates of thieysflights none of this mail appears to have bigemn and

it seems that it followed the normal routing by &®en Singapore to Hong Kong. A number of theseecsv
are illustrated below.

Fig 1. Cover intended for the 2 October survey flight to Hong Kong

\

BY AIR MAIL

IRST b lsisa Q.l AN
e Bl (‘)‘Ma‘-‘i.

LoNOON - HONG KONG, oy

BY Sl {
JAL AIRWAYS
'H:;_:,.” Hﬂ_ CHNG,
o ”E?-_'mi;“rr.-
i bond il

This cover left Croydon on 24 September on boardee IE 378. Thelimes reported this as the first British
mail dispatch to Hong Kong. Although the servicadaleed Penang on 2 October and the first surveltflig
departed for Hong Kong that day, it is clear frdra back stamp that the cover was not flown allvthg to
the colony. The survey flight arrived on 4 Octobat the cover is back stamped on 8 October witecaryd
cancel, that of the returned letter office, havivegen applied on 16 October. It would appear thatctiver
followed the normal routing being flown to Singa@dny IE 378 and then sent on to Hong Kong by sea.

The cover illustrated in Fig. 2 departed Londonl&dnOctober on |IE 384 and reached Penang on 24 @rctob
after being delayed by bad weather at Rangoon.rfegulight left Penang on 25 October and flew tigb to
Hong Kong the same day. This is the flight that t8apArmstrong claims to have carried mail on. Toeger
however is back stamped 30 October which again esiggthat it was sent via the normal routing via
Singapore and on by sea and not flown from Penang.
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Fig. 2. Cover intended for 25 October survey flight to Hong Kong
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BY AIR MAIL

Mr. W.B. Jones.,
23a. Cameron Road.,
Howloon.

Hong Konge

CHINA.

The survey flight reached Hong Kong on 25 Octohsrthe cover is back stamped 30 October.

Fig. 3. Cover intended for the 1 November survey flight to Hong Kong
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8%a. Camerocn HoAads,
Kowloon.
Hong Konz.
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Carried on IE 386 from Croydon, the service reacRedang on 31 October in time to
connect with the survey flight which was flown tomity Kong on 1 November but again the
back stamp of 5 November suggest that the coveheebthe colony by sea from Singapore.
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A similar picture emerges with the cover in Fig.Ah apparently commercial cover from Akyab to Hong
Kong, it is endorsed on the front for carriage byfmm Penang to Hong Kong. As the reverse shawsas
offloaded at Penang on 12 February and a survghtftlid leave on 13 February, arriving in the cglom 15
February. The cover however was back stamped drebfuary again suggesting that it was sent by sda a
not flown.

Fig. 4. Cover from Akyab intended for 13 February 1936 survey flight
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The final cover, Fig. 5 purports to have been edron the last survey flight from Hong Kong priorthe
opening of the regular service in March 1936. lemlorsed bottom rightast Experimental flight prior to
opening of service. It was posted in Hong Kong on 5 March and reacheddbn on 20 March. The last
survey flight however had left Hong Kong on 18 Relry andDorado was in Singapore from 23 February
until 22 March! The cover clearly went by sea todaipore and was then flown by the regular Imperial

Airways service to Croydon.

Fig. 5. Cover purporting to have been flown on last survey flight March 1936

By Imperial Alrways' ¥Irsl longkong—renans ALY uall

hegistered.
jundbeall = el SN

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

H. Enowles=orown,

c/0 Messrs

: | HONG KONG |

319 A s

37, Highfitreet,
Hampstead,
LONDON , s

NoWe,

The cover is also over franked by 5c as the corsgetwas 70c made up of the 50c per ¥z oz air fee

and the 20c registration fee.

! See Armstrong, WRioneer Pilot, p. 178.

21BID., pp 179-181.

% See thé.ondon Times for 5 October 1935.

* Armstrong,op cit., pp 200-1.

> This was presumably a side trip for maintenand@easang was not a main engineering base.

® The January chart shows the aircraft operatingdo Star rather than Penang. The February cliarws it reverted
to Penang. Whether this is because work was loginged out at Penang or as part of the survegti&kmown.
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Aviation Personalities on Cover
By Bill Legg

1929 (28th March) First flight to Delhi, India bu#t-addressed to Simla.

Addressed to Lt. Col. F.C. Shelmerdibo was Director of Aviation in India, 1922 — 1930n the death of
Sefton Brancker in 1930, he returned to Englartdke up the post of Director of Civil Aviation frof®31 to
1941, when he was replaced by W.P. Hildred.

FERSOHAL.

LIEUT: COL: F.C. SHELMERDING: G.3.F.,
DIRTCTOR of GIVIL AVIATION.
.  COVFRNMENT BUILDINGS.
"gfmb_j_,';-;._,_‘_ o o, LM DT A

BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

FIRST AIR-MAIL

BETWEEN ENGLAND & INDIA
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1929 (28th March) First flight to Karachi, Indi&eturned to England (Indian stamps on reverse).

Addressed c/o. Air Vice Marshall Sir Vyell VyvyarHe was one of the Government Directors appoitded
Imperial Airways, 1925 — 1933.

IMPERIAL AIRWAVS

FIRST AIR-MAIL

BETWEEN ENGLAND & INDIA
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1933 (30th Dec.)Top: first flight, Singapore to London by Imperial Aiays and
1936 (16th May)Bottom: first duplicate service, Brisbane to London.

Both covers addressed to C.G.Grdkie legendary founder and editor of the weeklygazine “The
Aeroplane,” founded in 1911 and published until&.9& became the monthly “Aeroplane” in 1973.

IFMPERIAL OO0, T
AIRWAYTS

15T AR MAIL

SINGAPORE _ A h

LOMNDOMN. e R . T 3

31—12—1823

QANTAS EM

§ .

IRE AIRWAYS LTD.

BY AIR MAIL

"TRST THROUGH DUFLICATED

SERVIOE. FRISBANE-IONDON

-----

Es0. 5

"The Aeroplane",

175, Ficeadilly,

LONDON, W.1.  ENGLAID.

TP HeT OFLIVERES WITHIN 12 DAys
RETURN TO Bor TESK. BRIGSANE
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1934 (7th Dec.) Opening of the first regular sesyiAustralia ~ England.

Addressed to G.E. Woods Humphemho was Managing Director of Imperial Airways frat825 to 1938
when forced to resign.

\

BY AIR MAIL

AUSTRALIA — ENGLAND

Y

CPEHIHG OF THE
AR MAIL BERVICE BETWEEN
AUSTRALIA AND ENGLAND WIoTLAND
By ekl
QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS
AND IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

mperidl Alrmiays Bld

1943 (30th March) Sydney to England.

Addressed to S.A. DismareThere were two Dismores with LLA.: Fred Dismosdio was a pilot who died in

1940, and S.A. Dismore who became the I.A. Segrétal 924 and later Assistant to the General Manage

He resigned during the war. He is reputed to Haxmulated the plan to carry all letters to Empiceinties
by air without surcharge: the Empire Air Mail Scteem

One puzzle with this cover is the franking of ofil¢d. By 1943, the rate was 2/1d. but there isurcharge.

)
%@}F
BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Aano

OPENED BY CENSOR
4k

\SSED BY
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1934 (8th Dec.)Top: opening of the first regular service, Brisbaneariin and
1936 (16th MayBottom: first duplicated service , Brisbane ~ Darwin.

Both covers addressed to Hudson Fydho was the Managing director of Qantas. He was of the
founders of Qantas in 1920 and flew the first adilrim 1922.

Both covers are signed by Lester Braiho joined Qantas as a pilot in 1924 and becawie sknior pilot.

AUSTRALIA = ENGLAND

Iy Hudson Tyah,
0/- Wessrs.A.B.Jolly
DAR T

=T M

el a

o — XM -

OPERING OF THE

AIR MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN
AUSTRALIA anMD ENGLAND

BY
QANTAS EMPIRE AIRWAYS
AND IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

FIRST DUELICATED SERVICE
BRISBANE -SINGAPORE

Hudson Fysh, Esq.,
c/o Messrs. A, E,Jolly & Co.,
DARWIN
We'Ts

iF HOT DELIVERED WITHIN 14 DAYE
RETURN To BoX 766K, BmimmaNe
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1938 (9th April) Top: Alexandria to London at 15 mils. Reverse showwardatestamp of 13th April and
“Note the postage rate” handstamp.

1940 (10th April)Bottom: first return survey flight from Lisbon to Hestoi®©f particular interest is that it is
addressed to the Grand Spa Hotel, Clifton, Bristwére I.A. headquarters was moved to during the war

Both covers addressed to Denis or Dennis Handetierbegan his career in aviation with the Instairéine
which became IL.A. in 1924. He held a very resgaasposition with I.A. as the Traffic Superintentiém
charge of organizing the schedules for the varirouses. He served from 1930 to 1940 and resigread f
B.O.A.C. during the war. Sometime during the firatf of 1944 the Railway Group secured his sesrice

\&

BY AIR MAIL

L AN OR

By Imperial Adrways

B Hys NEnderar, PERL,

Fadsens Flaece- T2, 0

smperlat siroayd LimtEed,

Viekorla Stagion,

] gl
Livt iy EICkIG S

BY AIR MAIL ¥
By Survey Flight Lisbon-Heston N, T
BRITISH OVERSEAS ATRWAYS CORFORATICN Oy :ﬁff

D.Hefandover, Eag.,
British Cverseas Airways Corporation,
Grand Spa Hotel,
clifton,

BRISTOL, &.

:\\_ —_—
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1937 (15th Junejop: First flight, Bermuda ~ New York, then by sea taglamd. Wilton Road arrival 25th.
1946 (14th Jundpottom: Sydney to England by Indian Ocean route aftemtae

Covers addressed to Edward V. Dolmho held a high position with LA, as the Air M&luperintendent
responsible for organising the air mail circulatidde served from 1924 to at least 1946.

E.V.Dolby Bsg.,

Pyate Hestante.
Hudson'as Place T,3.0.
Wilton Road, —
London.S.V.1. B .
ENGLAND., AN AT

DYDNEY]

E.V. Dolby, Esaq.,

Mail Superintendent,

British Overseas Airways Corporation,
Adrweys Terminal,

Buclkingham Palace Hoad,

LONDON., SW.1. ENGLAND.

IF NOT DELIVERED WITHIN 14 Darys
RETUAM To BoX 4BS, SYOMEY
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft
By Duncan Crewe

In the June 2009 issue, Duncan completed showist) gards featuring Handley Page aircraft. Theeseri
continues in this issue with various Short aircogferated by Imperial Airways. Once again, ounkisago to
Duncan for sharing his remarkable collection wish u

Imperial Airways Aircrafi
Short L. 17

A combination of crashes and increasing traffic left Imperial Airways short of aircraft in 1933, As
Handley Page was unwilling to re-open the HP 42 production line, the airline asked Shorts to
buld two landplane versions of the Kent Alying boat, Essentially the same wings, engines and tail
units were vsed along with a new more commodious fuselage and a new undercarriage. The first
aircraft, Scylfa, made her maiden flight on 24 March 1934 and went into service on the Paris route
on 16 May. The second aircraft, Syrinx, was delivered next day. Though they provided rather
uncomfortable rides they remained in service until the outbreak of the war when they were taken
over for Mational Air Communications.

Short L 17 Scylla: publisher probably Rohan & Cie.

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LiNER

Short L17

Length 83ft Oin

Span 113ft Oin

Engine 4 x Jupiter XFMB
Cruising speed 105 mph

Range 450 miles

Crew 5

Passengers 39

Fleet list
Sevlla  G-ACITdestroyed in gale April 1940
Syrinx  G-ACIK scrapped 1940
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Imperial Airways Aircrafi
Short L 17

Short L 17 Scylla: probably published by C H Price.

Short 117 Scylla: probably published by C H Price
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Shori L 17

Short L 17 Scylia: published by J Salmon.

Short L17 Scylla: probably published by Rohan & Cie
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imperial Airways Aircrafi
Short L 17

Short L 17 boarding passengers at Croydon: published by Tucks,

Short L17 serving lunch to passengers: published by Tucks

r ——




Imperial Airways Gazette June @QBsue 37)

Imperial Airways Aircrafi
Short L 17

Short L 17 Syrinx: published by Real Photographs.

Short L17 Syrinx: possibly published by Rohan & Cie

—— ——————

SYRIMK =
IMPERIRL FITRWAYS
AR LINER |

-
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Short L17 Syrinx on the apron at Croydon, February 1938

This is a Universal Press photograph and theral&tedEvening Standard cachet for 1 February 1938 on the reverse.

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Short L17 Scylla in an official Short Brothers photograph




Imperial Airways Gazette June @Qissue 37)

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Short L 17

Short L 17 Seplla and Syrinx: published by Tucks.

Your Questions and Answers

In the Dec. 2009 issue, page 9, Duncan Crewe dsketie views of other members concerning where the
“Delayed Salved/From Boadicea” cachet was appliedetters addressed to Nairobi. Ken Sanford has
written that it was applied in London, but Duncarbtted this. John Oliver telephoned me to sayasathree
“Boadicea” covers, two of which are to Nairobi amalve the same cachet as on Duncan’s cover, antbone
Port Elizabeth, which does not have the cachet.

Bryan Stokoe also has a cover to Nairobi with @i®es cachet, illustrated below reduced size. Baolim.and
Bryan agree with Duncan that it is far more likthgt the cachet was applied in Nairobi rather thamdon.
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Press Cuttings of Imperial Airways’ Christmas Flight to Cape Town
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

In the last issue press cuttings from the T.E.d-@thive relating to the 1931 I.A. flights to Aradta were
featured. In this issue, cuttings reporting thecéaber 1931 flight to Cape Town are shown from the
“Rhodesia Herald” and the “Diamond Fields AdventiséNe are very privileged to be able to view suale
material and we owe Duncan a huge vote of thankshfaring it with us.

——— T S L S i T

THE RHODESIA HERALD, W MBAMMBER 21, w

DECEMBER, 1931, SPFECIAL CHRISTMAS EXTERSION TO CaAPE TOWN OF REGULAR AIR M.:..u_ T BTSN EasT AFRICA.
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An Imperial Airways Letter to Collectors
By Peter Wingent

The item shown below was sold on ebay in Decemb@®2 The illustration is very poor but it was thest |
could get from the ebay website. It sold for £26aid there were 15 bids, so it was much sougét. aft is

of interest as it states that I.A. would no longervice collectors’ covers on first flights anddested 7 May
1937. Perhaps this is why there are far lessfliggtt covers to be found from after that dateor Fhstance,
compare the number of covers seen for sale ofitsteflights to east and south Africa in 1931/32hwhose

of the first flying boat service to Durban just ench month after this letter was written. Thisnsgdo be
particularly true for covers from intermediate smgwhich must have been the most difficult onas fo
collectors to organise on their own, but which badn easy for the company to organise.

Transcription:

“IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED
Airway Terminus,
Victoria Station,
London, S.W.1.

7 May 1937
AM/7200/17043
Dear Sir or Madam,

In the past a number of collectors of Air
Mail covers have asked us to notify them in
advance of first flights of major importance
operated by this Company or its Associated
companies.

Over a period of years we have built up a
mailing list and this has now reached
considerable proportions. The efficient working
of this mailing list is causing a considerable
amount of work and expenditure extraneous to
the Company’s main business and we now, with
regret, come to the point when we have to
advise you that we are unable to continue this
T service.

TRk | am therefore formally notifying you that in

- future we are unable to undertake to give
notification of any First Flights, nor to deal with
the receipt and collection of First Flight covemspatched to or from our various stations. It basn
necessary to instruct our Station Superintenddras they have not the Company’s authority to uradkert
reforwarding or despatch of covers on First Flights

We are, of course, always willing, within $ea, to answer questions relating to the Air Mailvges, but
in view of the magnitude of the correspondencesha@uld be grateful if philatelic enthusiasts woeittlose
a stamped addressed envelope for reply to theirague

We hope that what we have been able to deeipast has been of service to you, and only régae the
magnitude is such that we must now discontinue.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed Dennis Handover)

Traffic Manager”



