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Editorial 
 
Once again it is only thanks to the contributions of a very small number of readers in this group that we have 
this edition and, once again, I have to report that I have nothing ‘in the bag’ for the next edition.  So I thank 
John Oliver, Stan Wheatcroft, Bill Legg, Duncan Crewe (whose material fills more than half of this edition), 
non-member Jimmy Miller and yes, myself!   
 
I get very little feedback so it was very pleasant to receive an email from Bryan Stokoe regarding the Capt. 
Smye item from Dave Morton shown on page 15 of the last issue.  Bryan wrote:  “It is only the second 
example that I have come across in nearly 40 years of collecting South Africa.  I happen to have another 
example and when I acquired mine there was a note which stated that only six such items exist.  My example 
varies only in the stamps used by Capt. Smye.”  To me, this proves the value of the Gazette and just goes to 
show how lucky we are to be able to see such scarce material on a regular basis. 
 
Once again, I have not received any individual items for the “Questions and answers” column.  However, Bill 
Legg has asked a question regarding his cover shown on page 14 and I have asked if anyone can produce 
further examples of I.A. Christmas cards, I.A. first flight letters and literary references to them.  Please 
respond if you can and please be encouraged to respond to any of the articles within these pages. 
 
Many issues ago I publicised a beautiful calendar, published by the Foynes Flying Boat Museum, following a 
visit there by our member John Berridge.  Now Richard Beith has emailed the following: 
“The Foynes Flying Boat Museum in Ireland has just published an interesting Museum guide, 64 pages, well 
illustrated, some in colour.  Whilst this is not an academic source, it is a good take on Foynes activities during 
WWII.  They have also published a 26 minute DVD: ‘The 314 of Foynes,’ which includes archive footage and 
film of the construction of their full-size replica.  Incidentally the commentary always says ‘three-fourteen’ 
whereas I have always said ‘three-one-four.’  Full details can be found on the Museum website: 
www.foynesflyingboatmuseum.com.  Thank you for informing us of this Richard. 
 
Speaking of websites, quite a while ago I made the suggestion that we share our lists of websites related to our 
hobby.  The result was a resounding silence – not one response and so I was very pleased when Laurence 
Kimpton telephoned me to say he had found a website containing 150 Imperial Airways photographs, many of 
which he had not seen before.  The site address is www.flickr.com and it is a huge site containing thousands 
of photographs contributed by many people.  Laurence was particularly pleased to find those contributed by 
someone called “A30yoyo”!!!  However, the simplest thing to do is, once on the home page, is to type 
“Imperial Airways” into the SEARCH box, then click on ‘Search.’  Up pops not only A30yoyo’s photos but 
many others.  They are easily downloadable and are of very good quality.  It is also worth typing in names of 
other airlines in the search box.  Thank you Laurence.  Anyone else care to share some useful websites? 
 
It is with some trepidation that I raise the issue of the publication of two new books by Ted Proud.  
“Intercontinental Airmails, Volume 1” was reviewed in the November 2008 edition of the “Air Mail News” 
and I expect Volume 2 will be reviewed in the next edition to be published.  I have received the views of quite 
a number of people regarding these books and their opinions are varied.  Some are very pleased with the vast 
volume of information they contain whilst others are very frustrated because Proud follows his usual 
procedure of never providing his reference sources and thus the information he gives cannot be corroborated.  
Herein lies the main criticism, because on quite a number of occasions the information he gives is incorrect.  
This is obvious when he gives the date of an aircraft leaving on a service before it has arrived at the departure 
point whilst on a previous service!!  The books are very beautifully produced and contain a vast amount of 
information but, given their high cost, I would recommend viewing them, if possible before purchase. 
 
Richard Beith summed up the problem perfectly when he sent me the following quote from the book 
“Philatelic Literature, Compilation Techniques and Reference Sources” by James Negus (Limassol, James 
Bendon, 1991): 
 
“Without clear and accurate citation the reader will be unable to trace the quoted items, should he want to 
study them, and will be left in doubt on the sources and probable validity of the author’s information.” 
 
Doubt - that is the Proud problem in a nutshell. 
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Air mail parcel pieces ~ a follow-up 
 

Material provided by Stan Wheatcroft. 
 

In the last issue (P. 12 – 14) Dave Morton’s remarkable air mail parcel piece flown from Croydon to Salisbury 
was featured.  I was sure flown parcel pieces are very scarce and this has been confirmed by the number of 
long-standing collectors who have told me they do not have such items in their collections.  However, I asked 
for further examples and Stan Wheatcroft has provided one, which is a souvenir from his Uncle Will’s attempt 
to obtain first flight covers for the first I.A. extension from Calcutta to Rangoon in October 1933.  Stan kindly 
provided copies of his complete sheets which tell the story. 
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
In the last issue a start was made to cards featuring Handley Page HP42 aircraft which is completed in this 
issue.  Once again, I thank Duncan for sharing his remarkable collection with us. 
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A miscellany of interesting items 
 

By Bill Legg 
 
In response to my plea for material, Bill kindly sent me the following items from his collection: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left:  A small newspaper cutting, dated 10 April 1929, 
which tells the saga of Lord Chetwynd leaving the Iraq 
mail behind at Baghdad on the first I.A. return service 
from India (IW1).  The source of the cutting is not known 
to Bill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below:  A very nice paquebot cover, posted on board a 
New Zealand ship and landed at Sydney.  Flown by 
service IW674 which left Sydney 26 July (Coogee) and 
arrived Southampton 4 Aug. (Coorong).  Re-addressed to 
Burgess Hill and posted next day. 
 

Franked 1/7d. although the rate to the U.K. was 1/6d. per 
½ oz.  Bill asks why the extra 1d.?  Can anyone offer an 
answer please? 
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Cover datestamped London E.C., 18 April 1935, backstamped Haymarket/N.S.W. 3 May.  
Franked at the 1/3d. per ½ oz. rate to Australia.  Flown by I.A. service IE333 which departed 
Croydon 20 April and arrived Brisbane 2 May.  It was the first service to carry passengers 
all the way to Australia.  They were two geologists: Mr. K.W. Gray and Dr. G.M. Lees. 

Cover datestamped Southampton, 27 March 1939 with violet oval handstamp 
of same date reading, “R.M.L. Asturias/Posted on High Seas.”  It was flown 
by I.A. service SE106 which departed Southampton on 30 March (Corio) and 
arrived Sydney 8 April (Coogee).  Franked 1½d. first oz. paquebot rate (see 
Issue 29, June 2006, page 48).  Asturias was a Royal Mail Line ship, built by 
Harland & Wolff, Belfast, in 1925.  She was taken out of service in 1957. 
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Imperial Airways at Poole Harbour ~ the early months. 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

Accompanying the December 2006 Gazette was a voting slip asking whether readers wished the scope of our 
magazine to include the war period.  The response was a resounding “Yes” and so in the June 2007 issue I 
included some early wartime I.A. Traffic Notices.  In the following issue some WWII Malayan covers sent by 
Keith Elliot were featured.  Apart from this, John Cleese’ immortal words, “Whatever you do, don’t mention 
the war,” seem to have been taken to heart by everyone else!  The following is written to redress the balance a 
little. 
 
The advent of war had an immediate and dramatic effect upon the organisation of Imperial Airways’ Empire 
services.  As is well known, the home terminal of the Empire services was moved from Southampton to Poole, 
in Dorset.  It is this aspect upon which I will concentrate here, although it should also be noted that in the first 
week of September 1939, Imperial Airways’ headquarters was moved from London to the Grand Spa Hotel in 
Clifton, Bristol. 
 
The transfer of services from Southampton to Poole took place even before Britain declared war upon 
Germany.  A summary of the last services to and from Southampton and the first services to and from Poole is 
given below: 
 
 Last services to/from Southampton: First services to/from Poole: 
 

25 Aug. Kisumu service KS113 departed So’ton. 01 Sept. Kisumu service KS114 departed Poole 
30 Aug. Durban service DS227 departed So’ton. 02 Sept. Durban service DS228 departed Poole 
30 Aug. Calcutta service CW156 arrived So’ton. 03 Sept. Calcutta service CW157 arrived Poole 
02 Sept. Sydney service SE173 departed So’ton. 03 Sept. Sydney service SE174 departed Poole 
31 Aug. Calcutta service CE 160 departed So’ton. 04 Sept. Calcutta service CE161 departed Poole 
28 Aug. Kisumu service KN113 arrived So’ton. 04 Sept. Kisumu service KN114 arrived Poole 
02 Sept. Sydney service SW164 arrived So’ton. 04 Sept. Sydney service SW165 arrived Poole 
01 Sept. Durban service DN226 arrived So’ton. 06 Sept. Durban service DN227 arrived Poole 
 
The cover below was flown by the first Durban service to depart from Poole (DS228).  It is datestamped Esher 
31 Aug. 1939 and backstamped Bulawayo 8 Sept.  It departed Poole on 2 Sept. in the flying boat Cameronian 
which arrived Beira 7 Sept. (one day late).  It was then flown to Bulawayo by the R.A.N.A. feeder service. 
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The main reason for the move from Southampton to Poole had been a fear of German bombing of the port of 
Southampton.  One problem for I.A. was the lack of maintenance facilities at Poole resulting in the flying 
boats having to return periodically to the maintenance base at Hythe.  The last months of 1939 and the early 
ones of 1940 have come to be known as the period of the ‘phoney war’ and as the expected German bombing 
of Southampton did not transpire, the home terminal was transferred back from Poole to Southampton in 
October 1939 but Berth 1 was utilised instead of Berth 108, because it was more sheltered.  The letter below, 
from E.V. Dolby of Imperial Airways, to E.P. Bell of the G.P.O. provides details of the change: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The original letter is held in the British Postal Museum and Archive, London, 
in file no. P 1170/1949, entitled “Empire Air Mail: wartime arrangements.” 
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The two covers below illustrate the last African service to Poole and the first to be resumed to Southampton in 
October 1939. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover datestamped Nairobi, 4 October 1939.  It was flown to Kisumu by the R.A.F. 
Shuttle Service to connect with I.A. service KN119 which departed 5 October and 
arrived Poole 10th: one day late due to a miscellaneous delay at St. Nazaire.  It was 
the last service to Poole before the temporary transfer of the U.K. terminal back to 
Southampton.  Cover franked at the 1sh. – 30 cents per ½ oz. K.U.T. rate to the U.K. 

Cover datestamped Cape Town, 5 October 1939.  It was flown to Durban by S.A. 
Airways Coast service to connect with I.A. service DN233 which departed 7 October 
and arrived Southampton 14th (one day late due to weather delay at St. Nazaire).  It 
was the first African service to arrive at Southampton after the temporary transfer of 
the home terminal from Poole.  Franked 1/3d. per ½ oz. South Africa rate to the U.K. 
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After the transfer from Poole in October 1939, the home terminal remained at Southampton for almost three 
months, but early in January 1940 it returned to Poole.  For many years I did not have an exact date of the 
transfer and after I published my book on the Empire flying boat services, I was telephoned one day by a 
gentleman who said he had been employed as a clerk by Imperial Airways in pre-war Southampton.  During 
the course of a long conversation, I asked him if he could remember when I.A. transferred back to Poole and 
he said he remembered clearly because it was New Year’s Eve.  Armed with this information, I bought any 
covers I could find which arrived in the U.K. around 31 December 1939.  It was only some years after this 
that our member and good friend Bill Legg discovered the exact date of transfer to be 4 January 1940, given in 
the Air Ministry Civil Aviation Intelligence Summary No. 29 of 10 Jan. 1940, shown below.  Thus, I now 
have a lot of covers flown in late December 1939 which did not arrive at Poole, as I had hoped!! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover and reduced-size copy of reverse, datestamped Dar es Salaam, 6 Jan. 1940.  Flown 
to Kisumu to connect with I.A. service DN246 which departed 8th and arrived Poole 14th 
(2 days late due to weather delay at Corfu).  It was the first Durban service to revert to 
arrival at Poole.  [Kisumu service KN131 was the first African service to Poole on 6 Jan.]. 



20                     June 2009 (Issue 35)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 
It should be noted that although the Civil Aviation Intelligence Summary gives a date of 4 Jan. for the 
reversion to Poole, the January 1940 Aircraft Movement chart at British Airways Archive, Heathrow, shows 
that I.A. service DN245 arrived at Southampton on 5 January and definitely did not proceed to Poole. 
 
Literature relating to Imperial Airways’ flying boat activities at pre-war Southampton is fairly plentiful but I 
have found it difficult to locate books providing similar information for Poole.  In fact, the only source I have 
located so far is one chapter in a book by Leslie Dawson entitled “Wings Over Dorset” (Dorset Publishing 
Company, 1989), which describes flying boat activities at Poole between 1939 and 1950. 
 
I drew the maps below from information obtained mainly from Dawson’s book in conjunction with that given 
in sketch maps drawn by Brian Cassidy, author of the book “Flying Empires,” which I obtained during a visit 
to Poole Museum. Incidentally, the site which is now the Poole Museum, was once the BOAC ticket office. 
 
I have fond memories of Poole, having served my apprenticeship as a ship draughtsman in a small shipyard 
adjacent to the British Power Boat Company premises.  If you are ever in Poole, I recommend a visit to the 
aptly named Harbour Heights Hotel which is situated on a hill and thus has panoramic views over the harbour. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Wingent 

Peter Wingent 
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Imperial Airways’ ephemera 
 

Material provided by John Oliver 
 

Yet again, John has very kindly sent some very scarce and fascinating items from his collection.  The first is a 
copy of the cover of an I.A. “Facts” booklet.  The artwork being by Moholy-Nagy (note his name in bottom 
left-hand corner).  John also provided the interesting biography of this world-famous artist. 
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On pages 10 and 11 of the last Gazette (Dec. 2008) Bryan Stokoe’s I.A. 1935 Christmas card was illustrated 
and I asked if anyone has a card for another year.  I naively thought that there would be just one card for each 
year, but no!!  John has sent another card for 1935, as if it is not difficult enough to find any of these cards, we 
now know that we poor souls have to try to find at least two for each year!!  Anyway, here it is and a beautiful 
item it is too.  Does anyone have any more? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2009 (Issue 35)         23 
 
 
 
John’s final item is another beauty and takes us back to the Empire’s Airway exhibition train, featured in Issue 
nos. 30 and 31.  This small poster to advertise the exhibition when it visited Monkwearmouth Station, 
Sunderland, is another lovely piece of 1930s artwork. 
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Imperial Airways’ first flight letters 
 

Material provided by Jimmy Miller 
 
Although not a member of our group, Jimmy has kindly agreed to me including his I.A. first flight letters.  
The interesting point about them is that unlike all the ones I have seen, they are to a private individual and 
have only the compliments of Mr. Woods Humphery, instead of the usual full page of type contained in the 
letters sent to businesses.  The covers containing the two letters are shown on page 26. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter contained in the ‘Rising Sun’ envelope from Kisumu, datestamped 10 March 1931. 
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Whilst preparing these pages, it struck me that I know of no references to these, nor in fact, to any of the 
letters carried on the Imperial Airways’ first services both on the African and Eastern routes.  I find it 
surprising that over the years, not one writer has found anything to say about these letters.  Am I correct, or do 
any of you have any references to them? 
 
The second of Jimmy’s letters, shown below, is I think of great scarcity because very few were sent from 
South Africa on the first return flight from Cape Town and although I have seen one with the standard letter, I 
have not seen just a “With compliments” one such as this. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter contained in the ‘Springbok’ envelope from  Cape Town, datestamped 27 January 1932. 
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It can be seen from the, unfortunately, rather tatty envelopes shown below, which contained the letters that 
they are both addressed to the same person: a Miss Adamson of Chiddingfold.  Jimmy tells me that he has two 
more first flight letters addressed to her, again with Woods Humphery’s compliments, one flown on the 1931 
return flight from Australia and the other from the first I.A. extension to Rangoon.   
 
How many other “with compliments” letters exist I wonder? I suspect there are few and, although it is 
dangerous to speculate, one likely explanation is that Miss Adamson was a friend of Woods Humphery or his 
family.  Does anyone have, or has seen any other similar first flight letters?  If so, please send me copies. 
 
Finally, the only reference I have seen to the ‘Rising Sun’ covers is on page 30 of “The Air Mails of British 
Africa, 1925 – 1932,” by N.C. Baldwin, published by Francis J. Field.  There, Baldwin states, referring to 
‘Rising Sun’ envelopes, that, “They appear to have been only despatched from Great Britain and Kenya, none 
from intervening points having been seen.”  Thus Jimmy Miller’s final contribution, which is the Rising Sun 
cover from Khartoum, shown on the cover of this issue, must be something of a rarity.  Like Baldwin, I have 
only seen them from the U.K. and Kenya.  Does anyone have them from elsewhere?  Once again, please send 
me any examples. 
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Minor incidents on the Hong Kong feeder service 1936-1941 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

Imperial Airways inaugurated the feeder service between Penang and Hong Kong in March 1936 in order to 
provide the colony with a link to the main Australian trunk route. A total of 91 eastbound (FEE) and 90 
westbound (FEW) services were made between March 1936 and December 1937 when the terminus was 
switched from Penang to Bangkok. A further 279 eastbound (BH) and 281 westbound (HB) services were 
then scheduled on the Bangkok-Hong Kong link until it was suspended on 15 October 1940 in the face of the 
intransigence of the Vichy French authorities in Indo China. Overall the service was extremely reliable and 
there were no major accidents. A few services were cancelled during the wartime period and there were a 
number of minor incidents that provide interesting items for collectors to keep an eye out for. What follows is 
a chronological listing of these incidents based on Peter’s research into the aircraft movement charts in the 
British Airways archive supplemented by extracts from the Hong Kong press that KK Ho and Nick Halewood 
have kindly supplied and details given in Proud’s latest book, Intercontinental Airmails, vol. 2 Australia and 
Asia. A full listing of the Hong Kong services from March 1936 to August 1939 is given in Peter’s second 
volume of Aircraft Movements on the Eastern Route while Proud continues these until October 1940. Unless 
otherwise stated in the footnotes the information has been obtained from Peter’s researches in the movement 
charts. 

1936 
 

Incidents on the eastbound services 
FEE 15 After departing from Penang on 28 June  Dorado developed an unspecified problem and returned to 
Penang. The service was resumed next day.i 
 
FEE 18 This service departed Penang on 20 July 1936 but Delphinus was damaged later the same day when 
landing at Tourane and a relief aircraft Dorado had to be sent to pick up the mails. The South China Morning 
Post reported that “Whilst landing at Tourane in squally weather the Imperial Airways airliner Delphinus 
suffered a slight mishap which caused some damage to one of the wings.”ii A further report on 24 July 
mentions that the starboard undercarriage had collapsed which is what caused the damage to the wingiii. 
Dorado arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 23 July.iv 
 
FEE 24 The trunk service IE 473 arrived in Penang five days late on 4 September. Dorado had apparently 
operated normally as she was shown leaving and carried the mail from Australia (see Fig.1) but the eastbound 
mail was forwarded by FEE 25 on 6 September. Dorado was known to have flown from Hong Kong to 
Penang on 28-9 August on FEW 23 and again 4-5 September with FEW 24 so she must have returned to Hong 
Kong in the meantime. She was scheduled to fly FEE 24 on 31 August-1 September. 

 
 

                      Fig. 1 Cover from Australia carried on FEE 24 August 1936 
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FEE 27 Dorado made an overnight stop at Saigon and was then delayed by bad weather at Tourane and 
arrived a day late in Hong Kong.v 

1937 
 

FEE 48 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 17 February having been held at Penang for IE 521, the 
late running trunk service from Britain. 
 
FEE 53 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 24 March after an unscheduled overnight stop at 
Tourane. 
 
FEE 59 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 5 May after an unscheduled overnight stop at Tourane. 
 
FEE 65 Delphinus departed Penang two days late on 16 June and reached Hong Kong next day. The reason 
for the late departure is not known. The trunk service, IE 555, had arrived at Penang on schedule on 13 June. 
 
FEE 86 Dorado arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 10 November having been held at Penang for the late 
running trunk service IE 597 
 
Accident to supplementary service December 1937 
Because of the heavy Christmas mail dispatched by BH 1 on 18 December, Dorado was used to operate a 
supplementary service on 21 December. Unfortunately the aircraft suffered damage to the starboard wing and 
undercarriage in a landing mishap at Hanoi. Delphinus was sent from Hong Kong on 22 December to pick up 
the cargo. The report suggests that only freight was being carried.vi 

 
1938 

BH 3 Delphinus was delayed at Bangkok awaiting connection.vii 
 
BH 4 Departure from Bangkok delayed by bad weather.viii 
 
BH 5 Departure from Bangkok delayed awaiting connection and as a result the aircraft had to make an 
overnight stop at Hanoi.ix 
 
BH 11 The London Times for 1 March 1938 reported that ….”The Imperial Airways liner flying with mails 
from Bangkok to Hong Kong was fired on by a Japanese aeroplane south of Hong Kong yesterday. The 
Japanese authorities in Tokyo have told the British embassy that the airliner was mistaken by Japanese 
fighting aircraft for a Chinese machine and that before her nationality was discovered one of the fighters had 
opened fire on her. It appears however that she was not hit.” 
Quite how a four engined biplane with Union Jacks marked prominently on the fuselage and upper wing was 
mistaken for a Chinese plane is difficult to understand. The aircraft involved was Daedalus which had left 
Bangkok on 27 February and reached Hong Kong next day. Fig. 2 shows Dorado in a press photograph taken 
at Hong Kong on 30 November 1937. 
 
BH 15 The departure from Bangkok was delayed waiting the return of Daedalus which had been sent to Fort 
Bayard to pick up the westbound mail from Delphinus which had been damaged on landing there. The service 
was further disrupted when Daedalus was forced to land at Vientiane by bad weather.x 
 
BH 16 Daedalus was forced to land at Vientiane by engine trouble and made an unscheduled night stop 
there.xi 
 
BH 26 Departure from Bangkok was delayed awaiting connection.xii 
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Fig. 2 Dorado  photographed on the ground at Kai Tak 30 November 1937 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BH 30 Dorado arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 15 May, having been held at Bangkok for the late running trunk 
service IE 651 and then having made on overnight stop at Fort Bayard.xiii 
 
BH 34 Daedalus reached Hong Kong a day late on 30 May having waited at Bangkok for the late running trunk service 
IE 655. 
 
BH 38 The departure from Bangkok was delayed because there was no aircraft available after the disruptions cause by 
the Dorado fire at Hong Kong on 2 June.xiv 
 
BH 39 Although this service operated normally on 16 June with Daedalus  flying through to Hong Kong it was only 
carrying the mails from Australia as the Eastern service IE 660 was running four days late and did not reach Bangkok 
until 17 June. This mail was forwarded on 18 June on BH 40. 
 
BH 40 Delia arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 19 June after waiting for the mails from the late running trunk 
service IE 661. This was the first eastbound service to be operated by Delia. 
 
BH 42 Delia made an overnight stop at Hanoi on 24 June.xv 
 
BH 43 Daedalus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 30 June. The reason for the delay is not known. The trunk service, 
IE 664, had reached Bangkok to schedule on 27 June. 
 
BH 52 Daedalus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 30 July. The reason for the delay was that there was no aircraft 
available until Daedalus had arrived from Hong Kong on the evening of 29 Julyxvi. The trunk service, IE 673, had 
reached Bangkok to schedule on 28 July. 
 
BH 57 Delia was a day late arriving in Hong Kong having been held at Bangkok for the late running trunk service, SE 
7. 
 
BH 60 The mail arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 27 August after Delphinus made an unscheduled landing at Udorn 
due to engine trouble. Daedalus was sent to pick up the mail and carry it to Hong Kong. Fig.3 shows a cover carried on 
this flight. It has a Kowloon back stamp for 27 August.xvii 
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Fig. 3 Cover from Australia carried on the delayed BH 60 service August 1938 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BH 62 Delia arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 3 September after an unscheduled overnight stop in Indo China caused 
by the late departure from Bangkok after waiting for a connection.xviii   
 
BH 65 Delia arrived in Hong Kong on 15 September, two days late having been held at Bangkok to await the late 
running trunk service SE 19. 
 
BH 66 Daedalus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 17 September after an unscheduled overnight stop at Vientiane in 
Indo China.xix 
 
BH 69 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 28 September after an unscheduled overnight stop at Hanoi 
caused by bad weather Fig. 4 shows a cover carried on this flight.xx 

 
 

Fig. 4 cover from New Zealand flown on the delayed BH 69 service September 1938 
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BH 72 Delia arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 8 October after an unscheduled overnight stop in Indo 
China. 
 
BH 87 This service was operated by two aircraft with Delia reaching Hong Kong a day late on 1 December 
and Delphinus arriving two days behind schedule next day. The original delay had been caused by the late 
running trunk service, SE 52 which had forced both aircraft to make overnight stops in Vientiane. Delia 
however had managed to depart Bangkok on 30 November while Delphinus did not leave until 1 December.xxi 
 
BH 88 Dardanus arrived in Hong Kong on 4 December, a day late having been held at Bangkok to await the 
late running trunk service SE 54. This was the maiden eastbound service by Dardanus. 
 
BH 89 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong on 8 December, a day late having been held at Bangkok to await the 
late running trunk service SE 55 
 
BH 91 Dardanus arrived in Hong Kong on 15 December, a day late having been held at Bangkok to await 
the late running trunk service SE 58 
 
BH 93 Delia arrived in Hong Kong on 22 December, a day late having been held at Bangkok to await the late 
running trunk service SE 61 and then making an overnight stop at Hanoi. Delphinus managed to complete the 
service to schedule on 22 December.xxii 
 
BH 94 Delphinus and Dardanus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 25 December. The reason for the delay 
is not known 
 
BH 95 The service apparently arrived in Hong Kong two days behind schedule on 30 December 1938 after 
Delia had made overnight stops at Hanoi on 28 December and Fort Bayard on 29 December.xxiii However 
delays on the eastern trunk service, SE 65, meant that the mail from Britain arrived in Bangkok after the 
feeder service had left so Delia was only carrying mail brought by the westbound service from Australia. 
 

1939 
 
BH 96 & 97 Because of the late running of the eastern trunk services with SE 65 arriving in Bangkok on 31 
December (two days late) and SE 64 arriving on 3 January (seven days late), BH 96 & 97 were combined with 
Delia flying through to Hong Kong on 4 January. 
 
BH 103 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 26 January after making an overnight stop at Hanoi.xxiv 
 
BH 107 This was operated by three aircraft and apparently carried the combined mail from SE 81 and SE 82. 
This was occasioned by SE 81 arriving two days late at Bangkok on 5 February 1939. Delia, Denebola and 
Dorado all arrived in Hong Kong on 8 February. A cover carried on this service is illustrated below in Fig. 5 
 
BH 108 This service reached Hong Kong a day late having been held for the late running trunk service SW 
80.xxv 
 
BH 116 Delphinus was damaged when it swung on take off from Hanoi on 11 March and the mail was picked 
up by Denebola which flew it through to Hong Kong the same day.xxvi 
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Fig. 5 Double weight registered cover from Britain flown on BH 107 February 1939 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BH 128 Dorado departed Bangkok on 20 April but developed engine problems at Udorn. Delphinus was sent 
as a relief aircraft but was forced to try and return to Fort Bayard by thunderstorms that made radio contact 
with Kai Tak impossible.  In fact Delphinus made an emergency landing on a beach near Kwong-chowwan 
where it was fired on by a Chinese soldier who hit the wing.xxvii The identity of the aircraft was soon 
established however and it was able to reach Hong Kong on the morning of 21 April.xxviii Dorado was 
expected to arrive at the weekend and must have done so as it was in position to operate HB 129 from Hong 
Kong on 25 April.xxix Delphinus operated a supplementary service between Hong Kong and Bangkok on 23 
April which put her in position to operate BH 129 on 24 April.xxx 
 
BH 129 This was operated by two aircraft with Delia arriving in Hong Kong on 24 April with the mails from 
Malaya and Australia and Delphinus arriving a day late on 25 April with the mails from Europe after the 
inbound service from Europe arrived too late for the aircraft to reach Hong Kong in a day.  
 
BH 133 This service reached Hong Kong a day late on 9 May after both Dorado and Delia had made 
overnight stops at Hanoi.xxxi 
 
BH 138 Whilst operating this service on 25 May 1939, Delia swung on take off from Bangkok and was too 
damaged to continue although there were no injuries. Dorado took over the service and the mail was 
forwarded to Hong Kong the same day. 
 
BH 143 Delia was delayed at Hanoi with wireless trouble and reached Hong Kong a day late on 13 June.xxxii 
Dorado flew through Hong Kong to schedule on 12 June 
 
BH 156 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 28 July after an overnight stop at Hanoi.xxxiii 
 
BH 159 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 8 August after an overnight stop at Hanoixxxiv. Dorado 
had flown through to schedule on the previous day. 
 
BH 166 This service left Bangkok a day late on 1 September 1939 after Dorado had been held to await the late 
running service from Britain, SE 170.xxxv 
 
BH 168 This service arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 9 September after Dorado had been held to await 
the arrival at Bangkok of the late running service from Britain, SE 174. xxxvi 
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BH 171 This service arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 3 October after Dorado had been held to await 
the arrival at Bangkok of the late running service from Britain, SE 180.xxxvii 
 
BH 174 The mails arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 13 October after Denebola had been held to await the 
arrival at Bangkok of the late running service from Britain, SE 183.xxxviii  
 
BH 176 The mails arrived in Hong Kong four days late on 23 October after Dardanus had been held to await 
the arrival at Bangkok of the late running service from Britain, SE 185.xxxix The aircraft also made an 
overnight stop at Hanoi.xl The mails from Australia and Malaya were flown to Hong Kong the previous day by 
Delphinus operating BH 177.xli 
 
BH 179 The mail arrived in Hong Kong a day on 30 October after Denebola had been held at Bangkok to 
await the late running service from Britain, SE 188.xlii 
 
BH 185 Although the service to Australia, SE 194 reached Bangkok to schedule on 18 November the feeder 
service did not operate until 21 November when Delia flew to Hong Kong. The Hong Kong Daily Press for 
20 November reported that the delay was due to awaiting connections on the Empire route but the westbound 
service from Australia SW 189 reached Bangkok on 19 November. A later report stated “No reason has been 
given for the delay.”xliii 
 
BH 186 This service was cancelled after initially being held for the late running service from Britain, SE 195 
which reached Bangkok on 25 November. The mail was carried to Hong Kong by Denebola operating BH 
187. This aircraft also carried the mail brought on SE 196 which had also reached Bangkok on 25 
November.xliv 
 
BH 188 Delphinus operated one day late on 1 December after waiting for the late arriving service from 
Britain, SE 197. 
 
BH 189 Delia operated two days late on 5 December having waited for the late running service from Britain, 
SE 198.xlv 
 
BH 190 Denebola operated two days late on 9 December after waiting for the late arriving service from 
Britain, SE 199. This service was also delayed by bad weather over the route from Bangkok. xlvi 
 
BH 193 Delphinus operated two days late on 19 December after waiting for the late arriving service from 
Britain, SE 202.xlvii 
 
BH 195 Denebola operated a day late on 25 December after waiting for the late arriving service from Britain, 
SE 204.xlviii 
 
BH 196 Delia operated a day late on 29 December after waiting for the late arriving service from Britain, SE 
205.xlix 
 

1940 
 
BH 197 Delphinus operated four days late on 4 January after being held for the late arriving trunk service from 
Britain, SE 206. 
 
BH 199 Delia operated a day late on 8 January after being held for the late arriving trunk service from Britain, 
SE 208. 
 
BH 201 Denebola operated five days late on 19 January after being held for the late arriving trunk service 
from Britain, SE 210 
 
BH 202 Delia operated a day behind schedule on 19 January after being held for SE 211, the late running 
service from Britain. 
 
The next eight services were all seriously disrupted because the main trunk services were badly hit by extreme 
weather conditions over Britain and western Europe. 
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BH 204 Delphinus operated two days late on 27 January after being held for the late arriving SE 213 service. 
 
BH 205 Denebola operated twelve days late on 9 February after being held for the late arriving SE 214 
service. 
 
BH 206 Delphinus operated eleven days late on 12 February after being held for the late arriving SE 215 
service. 
 
BH 207/8 Delia operated nine days late on 13 February after being held for the late arriving SE 216 service. 
She also carried the mail that had arrived on SE 217 which also reached Bangkok on 12 February, five days 
late. In effect BH 207 and BH 208 were merged. 
 
BH 209 Dorado operated four days late on 15 February after being held for the late arriving SE 218 service. 
 
BH 210 Denebola operated five days late on 20 February after being held for the late arriving SE 219 service. 
 
BH 211 Delphinus operated three days late on 21 February after being held for the late arriving SE 220 
service. 
 
BH 213 Denebola operated three days late on 28 February after being held for the late arriving SE 222 service. 
 
BH 215 Delia departed a day late on 4 March as no crew was available to operate the service on the scheduled 
date. 
 
BH 216 This service, due to operate on 7 March, was cancelled because no aircraft was available. This was 
caused by Dorado being damaged in a take off accident at Udorn on 6 March whilst operating the inbound 
service HB 217. The mail that should have been sent to Hong Kong by BH 216 was probably forwarded on 
BH 217 which was operated by Delphinus on 11 March. Proud however shows Denebola operating a flight 
through to Hong Kong on 9 March.l 
 
BH 220 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 22 March after being held for the late running SE 229 
 
BH 221 Delia arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 25 March after being held at Bangkok for the late running 
SE 230 
 
BH 222 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 29 March after making an unscheduled overnight stop 
at Hanoi. 
 
BH 224 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 5 April after making an unscheduled overnight stop at 
Hanoi. This was caused by a late departure from Bangkok after the aircraft had been held to await the arrival 
of SE 233. 
 
BH 226 This operated a day late, presumably having waited for a connection. 
 
BH 228 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 20 April. This was caused by a late departure from 
Bangkok which necessitated an overnight stop at Hanoi after the aircraft had been held to await the arrival of 
SE 237. 
 
BH 231 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 28 April after making an unscheduled overnight stop at 
Hanoi. 
 
BH 233 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 5 May after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival 
of the late running SE 242. 
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BH 235 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 13 May after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival 
of the late running SE 244. 
 
BH 236 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 17 May after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival 
of the late running SE 245. 
 
BH 237 Delia arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 20 May after making an unscheduled overnight stop at 
Hanoi. 
 
BH 238 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 24 May after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival 
of the late running SE 247. 
 
BH 241 Delia arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 3 June after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival of 
the late running SE 250. 
 
BH 242 Denebola arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 7 June after making an unscheduled overnight stop at 
Hanoi. 
 
BH 243 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 11 June after being held at Bangkok to await the 
arrival of the late running SE 252. 
 
BH 244 Delia arrived in Hong Kong three days late on 16 June after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival 
of the late running SE 253. 
 
BH 245 This was the last flight to carry mail flown all the way from Britain by the Australia trunk service. It 
arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 17 June on board Dardanus.  No reason is given for the delay as the trunk 
service had reached Bangkok to schedule. 
 
BH 246  This service was cancelled, probably due to the political uncertainty following Italy’s entry 
into the war and the collapse of France. 
 
BH 247 This service, which was operated a day late on 24 June by Dardanus, carried only the mail which had 
arrived in Bangkok on the first westbound Horseshoe service from Australia. 
 
BH 248 Dorado carried only the mail brought to Bangkok by the first eastbound Horseshoe service from 
Durban. It flew to Hong Kong to schedule on 27 June. 
 
BH 251 Delia arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 10 July after being held at Bangkok to await the arrival 
of the late running WS3li from Sydney. 
 
BH 254 Dardanus arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 19 July after being held at Bangkok to await the 
arrival of the late running NE 4 from Durban. 
 
BH 258 Delia arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 2 August after an unscheduled night stop at Hanoi. 
 
BH 262 Dardanus arrived in Hong Kong three days late on 17 August after being held at Bangkok to await the 
arrival of the late running NE 8 from Durban. 
 
BH 264 Dorado arrived in Hong Kong three days late on 25 August after being held at Bangkok to await the 
arrival of the late running NE 9 from Durban. 
 
BH 265 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 27 August after an unscheduled night stop at Hanoi. 
 
BH 266 Dardanus arrived a day late in Hong Kong on 31 August. No reason was given but it is likely that NE 
10 reached Bangkok too late to allow the service to operate on 30 August. 
 
BH 270 Delphinus arrived in Hong Kong two days late on 15 September after being held at Bangkok to await 
the arrival of the late running NE 14 from Durban.lii 
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BH 272 Dorado arrived in Hong Kong a day late on 21 September because of delays caused by getting 
clearance from the Vichy French authorities in Indo China.liii 
 
BH 273, 274, 275 and 276 – These services were all cancelled because of difficulties in obtaining clearance 
from the Vichy authorities in Indo China who were insisting that all flights had to be individually cleared. 
Press reports suggest that mail was held and forwarded by Delphinus operating BH 277 on 7 October. This 
service, at the insistence of the Vichy authorities, followed a new routing via Tourane which omitted the stops 
at Fort Bayard and Hanoi.liv 
 
BH 279 This was flown on 15 October and was the last service to operate before it was permanently 
suspended. The need to clear each flight individually with the Vichy authorities was simply unworkable and 
though further negotiations did take place no way was found to resolve the impasse. There is some conflict 
over which aircraft flew the final service as the movement chart gives Denebola but the Hong Kong press 
reported that it was Dardanus that arrived in the colony on 15 October.

lv 
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