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Editorial

I expect that for many of you gardening, rather than air mails, has become your priority whilst this glorious
summer weather is with us (at least it is glorious as I write this). Still, I hope that after some hard work
tending your plants, you will find this edition of the Gazette a means of gentle relaxation.

Once again | must express my appreciation of the efforts of the small group of regular contributors, without
whom this magazine would be nonexistent. I hope you will agree with me that a good range and balance of
topics is within and to maintain this, once again, I have to plead for contributions to the next edition. I have
two or three items in reserve but they will certainly not fill a whole magazine. With such a small membership,
it does mean that we need contributions from a large majority of you, so please chip in something, no matter
how small — a single page would be fine.

Because I cannot think of any aerophilatelic news to pass on and also because there is only one ‘answer’ and
no ‘questions’ in the “Your questions and answers” column this time, I have decided to fill the remainder of
this page with a question of my own! In answer to the question, “Was mail from French Somaliland carried
by Imperial Airways?” I am sure most of us would say, “what, no!” However, for a short period at least, I
think from August 1935 to February 1936, the answer should be “yes.” The Italian airline Ala Littoria
commenced a service from Khartoum to Asmara, Jibuti (or Djibouti) and Mogadishu at this time and [.A.
provided a connection from Khartoum to Cairo, from where Ala Littoria took over again to complete the route
to Rome. Later, Ala Littoria operated the whole route from Rome to Mogadishu.

My first question is, does anybody have a good article detailing the Ala Littoria services and their
development, from 1935 to 1939 and, if so, could I please have a copy from which I could perhaps describe
the ILA. involvement in a future Gazette? Or, better still, could you write something?! Here is another
thought in passing: is anyone interested in test letters and feels they could write a short piece on them, or just
send interesting examples for inclusion next time?

My second question is why was the very unusual test letter below sent from Jibuti to Dolby at [.A. in February
1936 and how did it get from Khartoum to London? The Paris backstamp of 26 Feb. and I.A. of 27th, shows
it was not carried by an [.A. service (AN317 departed Khartoum 20 Feb. and arrived Paris and Croydon 25th).

.- ’ P
< -

ATRMATL FrOM JIBUTI
Via KHARTOUM & ASMARA.

Par Avion ’

Datestamped Jibuti 15 Feb. 1936.
TR TR R

Backstamps shown below of Paris
26 Feb. and I.A. Terminus of 27th.

E. V. Dolby, Esquire,

Airwsy Terminus,

Victoria Station,

London, S.W.1.
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Air Mail Labels

The Imperial Airways Booklets 1931 — 1935. An Update

By Jeffrey Brown

Since 1 put together my monograph on Imperial Airways booklets in 1999, more information has come to
light, so an update seems timely:

Great Britain

Travel
——Post your letters: by
Send your goods)

| IMPERIAIL
| ©AIRWAYS

——=THE BRITISH AIR LINE—

Booklet GB-1-2 is a very difficult cover to obtain and I have never seen one offered. It is a type 1 booklet
with the overprint that is standard on type 2. Duncan Crewe has a copy in his collection, his wife Sue having
given it to him for Christmas. Obviously, both are to be treasured!

Egypt

Travel l
——Posl your letters)by ___
Send your goods

| ]|| MPERIAL
BAIRWAYS

England Egypt India Africa

A new booklet has come to light, which predates those previously recorded, so I have had to number it E-0.
In design, it is similar to GB-1 (as above) except that THE BRITISH AIR LINE is replaced by England Egypt
India  Africa. 1t details services to Africa as far as Kisumu and to India via Galilee (though unfortunately
both pages in the copy I have acquired have stuck to the preceding page of labels, so cannot be reproduced).
This information leads me to date the booklet as late 1932.

In my monograph, I stated that booklet E-1 was GB-3-3 with a page giving local rate attached to the front.
Both Duncan’s copy and mine are GB-4-1, so my original information seems to be in error.
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India

There are more variations of IND-2 and IND-3 than I had identified. I have added the following to my list:
IND-2-3

Do you realise ..... Telephone .....

Air Mail rates

Air Mail rates (continued)

4 Panes of 4 labels each interleaved by advertisements on translucent paper:

. Particular person call

. Speed is the lifeblood

. Why not send a postcard by Air Mail
. Save money by saving time

You can now telephone direct to England
For quick returns

00— 00— —00cC———8
|| FOR QUICK RETURNS m===
AND
=== ALL-INDIA PUBLICITY

g ADVERTISE IN THE

ONE ANNA

POST & TELEGRAPH POCKET GUIDE.

|| CIRCULATION- ONE LAKH COPIES.
..Li 200C —00¢ 3100¢

Bc—apnc,//™m

L

IND 2-4

This booklet, which belongs to Ajeet Singhee (whose kind help I acknowledge) is missing its front cover and
the page of Airmail rates, so I am guessing that it is a type 2. The remaining pages are:

4 Panes of 4 labels each interleaved by advertisements on translucent paper:

. Particular person call

. Speed is the life blood

. Why not send a postcard by Air Mail
. Phonograms

Blank

It pays to advertise

n—: :looﬁ —==mu|=]0 ]

' 8 00— 000 ola]e= .
IT PAYS TO=——— W

1
L ADVERTISE

POST AND TELECRAPH
PUBLICATIONS

AS THEY ARE UNDER
CONSTANT REFERENCE.

8 00— 0 —n [ J s T [ | | 8o D= .

j[JDr'
100C
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IND 3-2

Do you realise .... Telephone

Air Mail rates

Air Mail rates (continued)

4 Panes of 4 labels each interleaved by advertisements on translucent paper:

. Particular person call

. When minutes count

. Why not send a postcard by Air Mail
. Business supports

Save money by saving time
You can now telephone direct to England

Any more new information would be greatly welcomed.

Imperial Airways’ Baggage Labels ~ a second follow-up

Material provided by John Oliver

In the first article on this subject (June 2007) a type 165 label for Gaza was illustrated on page 7. In a follow-up
article in the December 2007 issue, a type 165 label for Cairo was illustrated on page 23 and now John Oliver
has sent me the same type of label for Baghdad. This just leaves an example for Basra to be found.

WEIGHT PASSENGERS NAME
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Cover carried on the first Mercury mail flight
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan recently obtained this extremely rare Mercury cover, thought to be one of only two signed by Capt.
Bennett, which was carried on her first of two flights from Southampton to Alexandria to expedite the large
quantities of Christmas mail in 1938.

1938 30" November, ees! Yo D.C.T. Bennett.

England — Egypt.

In November 1938 it was decided that ‘Mercury’ should be used to assist with the delivery of
mail on the England — Egypt section of the Empire Air Route. The machine piloted by D.C.T.
Bennett (later Air Vice Marshal ‘Pathfinder” Bennett) separated from “Maia’ over Southampton
Water. with one ton of mail on board, flying non-stop to Alexandria in just over 14 hours

One of a few covers signed by D.C.T. Bennett, Backstamped Alexandria 1.30pm 30 Nov 1938.

D.C.T. Bennett had taken part in the MacRobertson Race with J. Woods HYIX%I a Lockheed Vega,

They were forced to withdraw when their machine overturned on landing at Allepo.
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For those wishing further details, please refer to my books, “Imperial Airways’ Empire Flying Boat Services,”
pages 114 to 118 and “Movements of Aircraft on [.A. Eastern Route, Vol. 2,” pages 74 and 76.
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An Imperial Airways’ leaflet
Material provided by Jeffrey Brown

Jeffrey sent me the four-page folding leaflet shown below. It was sent to him by Malcolm Lees, with whose
permission it is included in our magazine, with our thanks.

Jeff says he thinks the leaflet was produced in 1930, as the 6d. inclusive rate was introduced on 28 February
1931 and Imperial Airways left Charles Street in July 1931.

The PMGzs
Distinguished Guest
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By Air-Mail

(The Ffirst Air - Mail Letter - Boxes

painted blue, have been installed

at Charing Cross, Piccadilly, and
other busy centres)

Sublime receptacle, wherein
% Henceforth we'll post the |etters,
To friends and lovers, kith and kin,
To creditors and debtors,
That, zooming from aerial ports
Through heaven's uncharted spaces,

Will be delivered at all sorts
OF interesting places.

Sublime
Receptacle - -

How quick, were | a man of pelf,
Not working like a navvy on
The road of life, I'd stamp myself
And post myself “par Avion,“
Mearking the parcel " Do not crush”
And soon the men employed on
The job would empty you and rush

The contents off to Croydon.

- - empty you - =
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o mad
And hurtlc brickbats

at ye -

”A|go|,” "\With Core,” would be
addressed
And down some airy highway,
The PM.G.'s distinguished guest,
I'd soon be taking my way,
High over mountains, lakes,—and seas,
O'er roof and spire and neat street,
Inscribed: “If undelivered, please
Do not return to Fleet Street.”

— Algol.
Reprinted by kind permission of
“The London Evening News "

To Stockholm \X/arsaw, or
Bagdad,
To Cairo or Karachi,
Where Gandhi's followers
go mad
And hurtle brickbats at ye,
To Leningrad or Ispahan
(For preference the latter),
Oranywhere where airmen can

Deliver postal matter.
/f
|l | "‘
f f ,{
|" / UI‘I

It undelivered - -

A
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The India Air-Mail

leaves London every Saturday carrying mail
for Greece, Egypt, Palestine, Irag, Persia and
India. Egypt is reached in 3 days, lrag in
4, and India in 6§ days, roughly half the

time taken by the fastest surface mail.

The charges are very low, an ordinary ¢ ounce
letter to India costing only 6#d. including
postage.

The procedure is simple —al| you have to do
is to affix an air mail label (free from any Post
Office) or write 'By air mail " in the top left
hand corner of the envelope. Use ordinary
postage stamps to the total amount of postage
and surcharge and post in the usual way.

A leaflet, giving latest times of posting, rates
and full particulars of air mails to all countries,
can be obtained free from the Post Office, or
will be sent on request to :

IMPERIAL
I RWAYS

Airways House, Charles Street. London, S.W.1
Telephone: Regent 72861 (night & day). Telegrams: kmpairline, Landea




June 2008 (Issue 33) Imperial Airways Gazette

An Olley Air Service brochure
By Bill Legg

Bill sent the leaflet shown below and wrote, “Enclosed is a copy of a brochure printed by the Kennards Store
of Croydon advertising various flights from Croydon Aerodrome operated by Olley Air Service Ltd.

There is no date on the brochure but Captain Olley established Olley Air Service at Croydon in January 1934
but the first flight did not take place until July 1935. Amongst the planes used was the twin-engined DH89
Rapide which carried 6 to 8 passengers.
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The inside pages of the brochure are shown on this page and the front and back on the previous page.
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African services via Malta
Material provided by Bryan Stokoe and Peter Wingent

Bryan sent the sheet below showing a cover flown on the first southbound African service to be diverted via
Malta due to a rebellion in Greece. His report from the S.A. Philatelist provides much informative detail.

SOUTH AFRICA.

- FLYING ROUND A REVOLUTION : =

3rd. March 1935

Leaving Croydon on 3rd March on HP42 “Heracles” (AS219) the mails for Affica were forced to make & detour 10
avoid flying to Greece due to & rebellion. An account of this flight was printed in the “South African Philatelist” in the
Apnl 1935 issue and a copy of this follows. There were only four such diverted flights the above being the first.

FLYING ROUND A REBELLION,

Owing to the recent reballion in Greece and
the Greek Government prohibi commier-
‘eial aireraft ) in that country, it be-

Africc. howevar, the mulls nrrived in Johm-
nesburg on Tuesday, March 12th, only 18
hours Iate, the Capatown portion of the mail
‘being received on the l4th.

The service that t’ollowed. which left Croy-
don on Wednesduy, March 6th (the regular

tion, but more particularly to avoid ineonveni- ‘

weékly miuwthmughw:uu
also compelled to cross

Malta instead of vie Athens, and e the

fact that a whole day was lost crossing the

ﬁwmmmngwmmmw

being encountered in CGntnlAtrlu.

p. Was

s

long characterised its urﬂvd.-ndmth
people who opened their blue Inbelled corres-
pondence from England could have realised
that the envelopes bore silent testimony to
having flown round a rebellion,
Several hundreds of these historic covers
mmﬁmdwmwmﬁ&om
n thought of appreciation to Imperial
Airwmwbohdﬂrlvmndnumindbud
~not only to maintain its

ence to South African revipients. :
The first northbound service to operate ove
__the temporary deviation was either the "éugﬁ-

sarvies hichldt.lohnn-buuou*'
ur:l:s M;nd.orthawmw
Capetown on the
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Bryan’s cover reminded me that I have one flown on the third southbound service, during which a record
distance for one day’s flight was set. The cover is shown below, together with two South African press
cuttings. Both covers are franked at the correct 6d. per %2 ounce rate from the U.K. to South Africa. The
cover below has the sender’s name and address printed on the reverse: “G.W. Smith & Son, wholesale and
retail fishmongers, High Wycombe.”

< T

— —

Third southbound service diverted via Malta. Record flight: Moshi ~ Johannesburg.

Cover datestamped High Wycombe 9 March 1935, backstamped Cape Town 21st. Flown by L.A.
service AS 221 which departed Croydon 10th. Short Kent Scipio left Brindisi 13th, one day late, and
by the time HP42 Helena left Alexandria on 15th the service was two days late, due to flying an
additional 400 miles via Malta. Lost time had not been made up when AW XV Amalthea arrived at
Moshi on the 17th but she then flew in one day the 2,075 miles to Jo’burg., on the 18th; a journey
scheduled to take 2% days. The cover is signed by Capt. ].S.Sheppard, the pilot of Amalthea.

RECODD AIRMAIL FLIGHT AIRMAIL'S RECORD TRIP

'The Argus Correspondent,) Johprnestiur Tuesdas

The sl mall lngr Amuslthea arrived

Johiannesbine 1
esblrg,  Monday nl the Rand Airport last nizhy after 104

l Imperia AV liner Amilthen hours: fight {rom Mealhil 20748  mile
weled to-night at about 10 o'clovk north of Geemiston This 15 '8 record
Wihien |0 arrives ot (lie Rand airport aay trip.  The delay was moised by de.
I 1 2075 miles 1o one day 1tion  naeessilatod by e Lrouble i
bieting the record established (st week CRreers
1on Hght of L340 miles, (o Captain Sheppard prloted they maching
Dodoma Lo Germinlon, was made Retber, )
Amaliliea s Lrviny 3 Rewp

atisnd by the’ Tevolition in 1 on e )«a o~ ro/ 3
! 5 L. on Wopes of Silmanisro s . 2

¥ . Y/
. " -
m. (Bouth-Africar -’f

Y imey, and s /

anary stops 2l down the
ronits C'a Sheppard s the plint

: ek From “The Cape Argus”
From “The Cape Argus”™ Tuesday, 19 March 1935
Monday, 18 March 1935

i —
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The record flight by Amalthea was considered to be sufficiently noteworthy to be featured in an Armstrong
Siddeley advertisement, published in “The Aeroplane” magazine, 15 May, 1935 edition, which is shown
below. The report included in the advertisement was originally published in “The Times” newspaper, 20

March 1935 edition.

1935 Adoertementy 9 THE A£ROPLANE

2075 MILES IN A DAY
' e e

RECORD FLIGHT IN
SOUTH AFRICA BY

SIDDELEY SERVALS

Forty-cight Serval Engines have flown Six million engine miles on
South African and Trans Indian routes at a cost of a third of a penny
per engine mile for alf spares used for maintenance and at overhauls

»\\L 2,075 M ES In

', .'v'\.: —~ ‘.\ | | |

Uthe { Ivipre P “4\}
”IRHI.

MMRRES oy,

SOENT |

day, a distapc,

s, havi
» aving J
nl "8 Called |
ACCs on -l],q

A 0nedy, ”“4‘]\’ f

‘-C.’\“c, - &S00

0 South |
‘!
rll

% & Iecor

|

s M Clor

T P
Alry

! iy
PeCia] D‘““-i‘ the
% Machy

® PASL fou

night |
. »‘\"fu;m.,‘ |
d .. e, .}“cr J
e dav

AIRCOOLED AERO ENGINES

ﬁMSTRONG SIDDELEY MOTORS LTD. - - COVENTRY.

ASi2a

MEkrion “THE AEBRCPLANE™ IT MELPE THE ADVERTHER AND ENIUNES PAOMPT ATTENYION TO YOUM INQUIRY.
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft

By Duncan Crewe

In the last issue DH91 aircraft were featured. In this issue we revert to the Handley Page aircraft which
commenced in the June 2007 issue. W8 and W8b types were featured there and these are continued here,
together with a W8f, W9s and W10s. In the next Gazette, this remarkable series will continue with the
HP42s. Once again, we must thank Duncan for sharing with us his outstanding collection of cards.

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page Wb

Both cards depict Prince Henry G-EBBI on charter from Imperial Airways to Aviation Tours Lid

Handley Page W8b Prince Henry: published by Surrey Flying Services Ltd

AP R Beree MANDLEY FAGE O el CMANRTERED BY  AVIATION TOLME |LTh

Handley Page W8b Prince Henry: published by Surrey flying Services Ltd

AFA Nerkes MANIREY PALE G B CHANTERND BY AVIATION TOOWS LTO
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handicy Page WS Hamilton

The Handley Page W& was developed from the three engined version of the W8 that had been
built for the Belgian airline SABENA. It was built in response to an Air Ministry order for a three
engined aircrafl to operate the London-Paris-Zurich route. The only example built, G-EBIX, City
of Washington flew for the first time in June 1924, It eatered service with Impenial Airways in
November and in October 1929 the aircraft was rebuilt to the twin engined W10 standard. It was
lost in a crash near Neufchatel on 30 October 1930.

Handley Page W8 City of Washington: published by Rohan ¢t Cie of Croydon
F_ —— —_

Handley Page W8I

Length 60ft 2in

Span 75t Oin

Engines One 350hp Rolls Royce Eagle & two 240hp Pumas
Later re-engined with two 480hp Rolls Royce FXIIA

Cruising speed 95 mph

Range 400 miles

Crew 2

Passengers 12
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W8

Handley Page W8 prototype G-EAPJ — published by Handley Page Transport Litd

——

HANDLEY PAGE PASSENGER AEROPLANE

W 8 interior published by Nostalgia Postcards
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W9 Hampstead

Although by different publishers both cards show the same view of the aircraft

Handley Page W9 G-EBLE City of New York: published unknown, possibly Real Photos

f_ﬁ

o

HANDLEY PAGE “HAMPSTEAD"

Handley Page W9 G-EBLE City of New York: published by Tucks for Imperial Airways

I————E

—
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W10

Essentially an improved version of the

»

W8, the W10 was built in response to Impenal Airways

need for more multi-engined aircrafi to operate the European routes. In order to meet the delivery
deadline of 31 March 1926, Handley Page grafted a front fusclage section of the W8 onto the
existing airframe of the military Hyderabad. Four of the awrcraft were built and all came into

service in 1926. Two were lost in the C
and the City of Ottawa i June 1929, T
crashed in 1934 but the other survived tc

Handley Page Wi

hannel, with the City of London ditching in October 1926
he surviving aircraft were sold to Sir Alan Cobham. One

n be scrapped in Malta

0 at Croydon: published unknown

Handley Page W10

Length

Span

Engines
Cruising speed
Range

Crew

Passengers

HANOLEY PAGE W. 10

S8ft 4in

75ft Oin

'wo 450hp Napier Lions
95 mph

500 miles

)

16
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W10

Although both cards show the same view of the City of Melbourne they are by different
publishers. The Tuck card has been postally used to Vienna from the 1934 Apex Exhibition.

Handley Page W10 G-EBMM City of Melbourne: published by Tucks
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W10

Handley Page W10 G-EBMM City of Melbourne: published by Tucks for Imperial Airways
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W10

Handley Page W10 G-EBMR City of Pretoria: published by Surrey Flying Services

- p—

R ] A BANDLEY MAGE W IMPERIAL AINWAYS AN LINES - J

Your questions and answers

A.9 In the last issue, Duncan Crewe asked if anyone could add to his listing of the Tuck’s series of cards
entitled, “Through Africa by Imperial Airways” (see pages 21 & 38 of Dec. 2007 issue). The only response I
have received is from Duncan himself!! He wrote to say that he had discovered the cutting shown below
which is from the February 1937 edition of Imperial Airways Gazette (the real thing!). This proves the cards
were sold in packets of 15 and since the highest numbered card known to us is 37, presumably there were at
least three different sets of packets.

POSTCARDS OF THE NEW
EMPIRE FLYING-BOAT

In co-operation with Imperial Airwvays, Raphael Tuck & Sons,
Lid., Raphael House, Moorfields, Enndon, E.C.2, has pro-
duced two postcards of the new Empire flying-boats, They are

1. The Canopus. =

2. The Centaurus photographed on the water by moonlight.
These posteards, together with postcards dealing with other
units of the fleet of Imperial Airways, already published, may
be bought for 2d. each. A series of postcards dealing with the
Africa route of Imperial Airways has slso been published.
Thc’sc cards are sold in packets of 15 at 2s. 6d., or at 2d. each
singly.
All these postcards may be bought from your local stationer
or bookseller.

CORRECTION: Duncan also wrote to correct a mistake I made when typing the details relating to his
Hong Kong cover with an [.A. cachet on the reverse (see page 16 of the Dec. 2007 issue). The signature
across the cachet is that of R. DOBBS and not, as [ wrote, of E.V. Dolby. My apologies for the confusion.
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The Malayan wartime air mail rate to the U.K.
Material provided by Keith Elliot and Peter Wingent

Keith sent me the most interesting document shown on the page opposite which provides the reason for the
reduction from 55 cents to 50 cents per 2 oz. in the wartime air mail rate from Malaya to the U.K. The exact
date of the change in May 1941 is uncertain but Keith has recorded the earliest date of a 50 cents rate on cover
being 11 May. For those interested in Malayan air mails I refer you to a series of three very comprehensive
articles covering the [.LA., K.L.M. & P.A.A. services relating to Malaya which Keith wrote and were published
in Gibbons Stamp Monthly magazine of May, June and July 1998.

I have few wartime covers from Malaya but I show below one example of each of the rates:

Left: TWO stamps required.

BY AIR MAIL Cover datestamped Kuala
PAR’ AVION Lumpar, 18 August 1940,
franked 55 cents per Y2 oz.
- ,J i rate to UK. Sent by
o » / rry. Horseshoe route to Durban,
9 : 7 then by sea from South
E : J e Africa to the U.K.
8 Miss, TSRO
:‘\.\: i 1133 OANS . JEN H-AL-t
Y a
QA
b =
ﬁ 88 fﬁ(éﬁfﬁ'ﬁ' C/AR DEN S
a X -

==

A |
Right: ONE stamp required. gl
Cover datestamped Singapore,
21 July, 1941, franked 50 cents
per % oz. rate to the U.K. Sent
by Horseshoe route to Durban,
then by sea from South Africa
to the UK.

| - Ny % 7
"PAS{ Y BY /o ("> L o
ICENSOR 249 P ey il ey P
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[ MALAYAN AIRMAILS |

In May 194! the airmail rote by BO.AC. wes redused from 55¢ €0 50¢ per halt ounce, the tollowing

explains the reasoning behind the change:—

Qffice of the Director - General of
Posts & Telegraphs,

Malaya.
Telegraphic Address, RZ KUALA LUMPUR.
"POSTGEN" Kuala Lumpur,
In reply please quote 22 May, 1941.

(34) in P.& T.3/1064/39
Air Throughout -By Clipper
Sin,

I have the honour ta inform yvou that, since the suspension of the Empire Airmail Scheme, the Malayan
equivalent of the British rate of 1 3d per half ounce for letters 1o be conveved by the services of the
British Overseas Airways Corporation has been 55 cents (15.4 pence). This has necessitated the
use in Malaya of at least two postage stamps on every airmail letter.

2. The postage stamps used in this country are obiained from England. Because of interference with
sources of supply, and delays in transil, it is necessary in present circumstances for Malaya to take
all possible steps to conserve its stocks of stamps. It has therefore been decided to adopt 50 cents
(Yad) as the equivalent of the British 1'3d airmail rate, in order that the great majority of airmail
letters may be prepatd with but one stamp,

3. Itis unlikely that this slight reduction in the ainnail rate of postage will materially affect the load
10 be carried by British Overseas Corporation, especially as there is now available the much quicker
irmail service to the United Kingdom afforded formightly by Pan-American Airways from Singa-

pore. Itis therefore hoped that no objection will be raised against the action taken by Malaya.

4. One small departure from the principle of a flat rate of postage for all correspondence conveved
by British Overseas Airwavs Corporation should perhaps be mentioned. The rate for Netherlands
Indies has been fixed at 40 cents, so that the ainnail rate of postage from Malaya to that country
may be uniform for all air services. Four services a weex in each direction between Malayva and
Vatherlands Indies are provided by KL and K ULLAL, and the postage rate for those services

Al cents per halfounce. The same raie for convevance by British Overseas Airways Corporation
will be a convenience to the public and to this Department, and in view of the frequency of the
combined services (six each week) the weight of any one mail from Malayva to Netherlands Indies
will be relatively insignificant.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
"onr obedient servant,

Qsrrr

For Director-General of
Posts & Telegraphs,
Malaya,
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Elders Colonial Airways’ Freetown ~ Bathurst feeder service
By Peter Wingent

Introduction.

An air mail connection between Sierra Leone and Europe existed from 1926 via the French Toulouse ~ Dakar
service. However, the sea connection between Dakar and Freetown was unreliable and often caused delays to
air mail letters resulting quite often in a longer transit time than mail sent via the reasonably fast and regular
Elder Dempster Line service between the U.K. and West Africa at the ordinary Empire letter rate of 2d. for
the first ounce (from Sierra Leone) and 1%d. for the first ounce from the U.K. In correspondence written in
the period 1926 to 1938, found in Post Office Archives, London, written by businesses and government
officials, references can be found regularly to the frustration caused by the delays to air mail correspondence.

From April 1935, air mail correspondence from Sierra Leone was accepted for carriage from Bathurst,
Gambia, via the very fast D.L.H. South America ~ Germany service, with a transit time of only two days
between Bathurst and Stuttgart. However, although the sea connection between Freetown and Bathurst was a
shorter distance than that to Dakar, sailings were irregular and thus unreliable. This resulted in the relatively
expensive French and German services being little used by the residents of Sierra Leone.

In February 1937, the French company Aéromaritime opened a feeder service from Dakar to Cotonou but it
did not call at Freetown. One letter in P.O. Archives from a company in Freetown makes the plaintive cry,
“We see the French flying boats pass overhead but they do not land — why?”

A. /¢/ﬂ m“’

\ AR MAIL \

Cover datestamped Freetown
18 July 1935, backstamped
Dakar 24th and Le Bourget
27th.

Franked 1/- per 72 oz. air fee
plus 2d. first oz. ordinary
postage (the rate via the
French service).

A ICAN - TOULOUSE

) & Carried by FElder Dempster
k_%’ {(/Q g steamer Dagomba fo Dakar
& S i S (dep. Freetown 2lst; arr.

__ : Dakar 24th).  Flown Air
C’ M France to Paris (dep. 26th;
a/}/l—/ 0 . arr. 27th). Flown by LA. to
: London on the 28th.
/—/'/ Note DAKAR — TOULOUSE air

mail label.

Cover datestamped Freetown,
9 Sept. 1935, backstamped
Bathurst 13th. \

AR MAIL

(U RAT=SICTEUAR

Franked 1/3d. per % oz
inclusive fee (the air mail rate
via the D.L.H. service).

Carried by Elder Dempster
steamer Accra to Bathurst
(dep. 11th; arr. 13th). Flown
by D.L.H. service L106 to
Stuttgart (dep. 14th; arr. 15th).
Flown to Croydon on 16th.

Note BATHURST — STUTTGART
air mail label.
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Sierra Leone’s first regular air mail service.

In July 1938 Sierra Leone was afforded its first all-air service to the U.K. By flying once-weekly to Bathurst
and back to Freetown, connection was made with the D.L.H. South America service and an exceptionally fast
three days transit time between Sierra Leone and the U.K. was established. The feeder service was operated
by Elders Colonial Airways, which was jointly owned by Imperial Airways and the Elder Dempster
Steamship Company and had been founded on 7 November 1935. Elder Dempster had a long-established
organisation in West Africa and thus was able to provide ground facilities for the air service, whilst L.A.
provided the aircraft and technical staff, including two pilots: Captains Pudsey and Winn. Only one aircraft
was supplied for the service: a Short Scion Senior, registered G-AENX. She was shipped from the U.K. and
arrived in Freetown in April 1938 and was assembled on the lighter repair ramp at King Tom. She made a
trial flight on 6 May but mail was not carried.
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Frectown to Bathurst - 460 miles.

The feeder service route

The Short Scion Senior on the lighter repair ramp at King Tom, Freetown.
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The letter below, from Imperial Airways to the G.P.O., London, provides the timetable of the feeder service
(read down left-hand side; read up right-hand side for Freetown - Bathurst schedule).

The D.L.H. southbound service from Frankfurt am Main was scheduled to depart 04.30 on Thursdays and to
arrive Bathurst at 04.00 on Fridays. In the northbound direction, D.L.H. departed Bathurst at 05.00 on
Saturdays and arrived at Frankfurt am Main at 06.00 on Sundays.

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD,

Q,J,;.’ ' MPAIRLIM, TELR X, LONDOW .

AIRWAY TERMINUSE,

VICTORIA STATION,

LONDON.,. S.W. I
AK/1206/B1105 21st June, 1938
Dear Lengton,
Just heard that the
gervice will commence
ne. The timetsble
oMeTe LieS. T LeSeTs GoM.T
Saturday 12,00 dep. Bathurst 11.13 12.18 Friday
14,35 16.3% earr. Bolema § 09.40 10,40
15.0C 14.05 dep. 09.08 10.08
i7.08 16.08 arr. 07.05 038.0
17. 16.20 06.52 07.5
18.1 17.12 Freetown 05.00 07,00

I ghall be grateful if you will
et me know as from what date you propose
0 use this service. I understand that
} ierra Leone Administration are
t as from the commencing dsate.

B ok ot -

Yours gincerely,

W.A.Iangton, Esq.,
Postal Services Dept.,
General Post Office,
E. C. 1

—e Ve Le
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The air mail rates from Sierra Leone via the Elders’ service were published in the “Sierra

Gazette Extraordinary,” Monday, 20 June 1938 edition, an extract from which is shown below:

GaztrTe Nomcr N g5 M.P. O23)38,

DIRECT AIR SERVICE TO BATHURST AND EUROPE.

Ttis herehy notiled for goneral information that the dizect Air Service to Bathuret and Europe,
Jinking up with Empive Air Seevices, will e inamgeeated by the flight to Bathuest on Friday, 24th June.
Owing to the early departure of the ‘plane, the mails will close at General Post Office, Freetown,
at 6:30 pon on Thursday, 28rd. June

2. Rades have been nxed s herennder, and comespundonce despatelndd by the first flight will be
stamped on the Tace of the cover

FIRST AIR MAIL FROM SIERRA LEONE.

Leone Royal

RATES,

Conntey of Destination.

=

Bathurst
United Kingeom

France
Germany - dnclading Austiola
Switzerhmd

Ltaly

Belgium

[Hollund

lszypt
Palestine

Sudan
Irug

Fast African Colonies

Rbodesia—Nort liern and Sontiwrn
Unton of South Xrica

Syria
India (Buheein, Swada and Kamclid
Tndia (Jodhipur to Cideut t)

Australia

Letters Postcards
| por § Ounce. 1ach.
i i) [
s, d 5. d.
0 4} 0 2
1 4 0 8
! 1 5 0 9
e ’ I 6 0 9
)
} T 0 10
e 4 110 0 11
| 2 0 10
|
} 2 2 ]
1 2 0 1 0
only) Sl I 8 0 10
110 0 11
2 6 1 3

' - ’
The Secretariat, Frectown,
20th June, 1938,

By s ExcELteney's CoMMAND,

A, B, MATHEWS,

Acting Colonial Secretary,

“The Times” newspaper reported the opening of the service in the two reports shown below. The one on the
left was published in the 22 June, 1938 edition and that on the right in the 23 June edition.

NEW AIR SERVICE IN AFRICA

Imperial Airways announce that a new air |
service between Bathurst and Freetown, on the |
West Coast of Africa, will come into opc.rn-i
tion to-morrow. The service, which willicarry
| mail, freight, and passengers, will be managed
| by Flders Colonial Airways, and will be |

operated by Imperial Airways. There will be
one flight a week in cach direction. |

]

FIRST AIR MAIL FROM
SIERRA LEONE
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

| SIERRA LEONE. Juxe 21
| A direct air service 10 Europe via
Buthurst (Gambiu), and linking up with
the Empire air services, is to be inaugu-
rated by a flight from here 1o Bathurst on
Friday, Empire postage rates do not

apply to this service. Correspondence |
dispatched on the first flight is to be |
stamped ** First air mail from Sierra |
Leone.”
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The first services.

The first northbound flight to Bathurst was scheduled to take place on Friday, 24 June but did not take place
until the following day. In two articles published in “The Aero Field,” one in the July 1942 edition, the other
in the December 1952 edition, the reason for the delay is given as, “engine failure.” However, a pencilled
note on the Imperial Airways’ movement chart next to the scheduled service reads, “Service cancelled —
adverse weather. Probable service 25/6/38.” 1 feel sure that the note on the chart is the correct reason.

Service numbers: Northbound services were designated FB prefixes (Freetown — Bathurst) and southbound
services were designated BF prefixes (Bathurst — Freetown).

Thus one day late, on 25 June 1938 at 05.50, the Short Scion Senior, operating Elders’ service FB1, left
Freetown and arrived at Bathurst at 12.30 (times L.S.T.). The service was scheduled to connect at Bathurst
with D.L.H. service L358 but this had left Bathurst to schedule at approximately 06.00 on the 25th. This
resulted in the mail from Sierra Leone remaining at Bathurst until the following week when it was picked up
by D.L.H. service L360 which departed in the early morning of 2 July and arrived Frankfurt 09.11 on the 3rd.

. Cover datestamped Freetown, 23
By Rud “'WM June 1938. Flown by Elders’

(A,PL e, q p;.M &,«A SIER'RI\ lﬂ)‘:}j 3 service FBI to Bathurst, then by

./

D.L.H. service L360 to Frankfurt
from where it was flown by
D.L.H. to Croydon. Franked at
the 1/4d. per % oz. rate to U.K.

odkin Plkch Shsmn Lotlovand Liriye.

@/ fos oo - DoA™, IR MA:L.
3.4" Lw-..: o "‘:.u-._‘--u*

Signatures read, “Capt. W.G.
Pudney Commander of aircraft”

= ”y;\ U w IU‘{ZL"( N and “D.A. Donaldson, Chief
— Al D wREIL =

\(% Engineer, E.C.A.”
1| : L 1= 7
S "Maevries
{ Z\ =" | EIRR™
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L7 o~ |bULOfu hAuE . STELiy g
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= i Cnpmeet PLA.

PAR AVION (Direct
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SIERRA LEONE ‘.Ir
\(-.— >
B = Lignt to B

Cover datestamped Freetown
23 June 1938, backstamped /0 Banl f British West afri
Bathurst 25th.  Flown by s
Elders’ service FBI and
franked at the 3%d. per ¥: oz.
air mail rate to The Gambia.
The special two-line cachet
was applied to all mail S | | = Seaen:
despatched  from  Sierra e,

Leone on this flight.
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The service was scheduled to return from Bathurst to Freetown on Saturdays but due to the late arrival at
Bathurst of service FB1, the first return service (BF1) operated one day late, on Sunday, 27 June, departing
Bathurst at 06.00 and arriving Freetown at 10.10 (L.S.T.). It carried almost entirely only mail from The
Gambia because the U.K. Post Office did not despatch mail officially to connect with the service until 6 July.
This is confirmed by the notice below from the P.O. Circular of 29 June, 1938, which also introduced an
increase in the rate from the U.K. to Sierra Leone from 9d. to 1/- per % oz.

AIR MAIL SERVICE TO SIERRA LEONE

On and from the 6th of July air mail correspondence from this country for Sierra Leone will be
forwarded by the weekly German air service to Bathurst, Gambia, and thence by a new British air service
to Freetown, Sierra Leone. The time of transmission to Freetown will be three days, thus affording
appreciable acceleration over the existing service to the Colony by air as far as Dakar, Senegal, and thence
by surface transport, and from 7 to 14 days’ acceleration as compared with surface transmission thronghout.

The postage rates will be 1s. a half ounce for letters and 6d. each for postcards, ’

The latest time of posting at the Head Post Office, London, E.C.x1, will be 8.0 p.m. Wednesday.

However, Francis J. Field was very quick off the mark and managed to send twelve covers to connect with the
first Bathurst — Freetown service, one of which is shown below. These are the only covers known to have
been despatched from the U.K. and are easily distinguishable from the first official despatch because they are
franked 9d.; were struck with the red German South America cachet and are backstamped Bathurst 24 June
and Freetown 27th.

One of 12 F.J. Field
unofficial covers flown
by D.L.H. service L359
(dep. Frankfurt 04.35,
23 June; arr. Bathurst
01.06, 24 June). It was
then flown to Freetown
on 27th by Elders’
service BF 1.

BY AIR MAIL

VIA GERYAN AIR SERVICE.

¥r, Francis J. Fileld.
¢/o Bank of British West Africa
Freetome.
gierra Teone.
VIA BATHURST.
GANBIA.

\

BY AIR MAIL

F.J. Field cover datestamped Sutton

Coldfield 6 July 1938, backstamped MT T TPl

Freetown 9th. Sent via first official c/o Bank of Britieh West Africa
U.K. despatch which dep. Frankfurt Freetown. Ltd.
04.26 on 7 July & arrived Bathurst SIZRRA LEONX.

01.41 on the 8th (via D.L.H. service
L363). Then flown on Saturday 9th
by Elders’ service BF3 to Freetown.
(Cover much reduced in size).
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The notice shown below is much reduced in size, the original being approximately A3 and printed on green
paper for display in post offices in The Gambia:

 will close at 8 a.m. on ba,turda‘y,-} f
June 25th, 193 SR RS e

%
5
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The cover below was posted at Bathurst on 24 June, 1938 and is backstamped Freetown 27th. It is franked at
the correct 3%d. per %2 oz. rate and was flown by Elders’ service BF1. The rather crude purple cachet was
applied to all mail from The Gambia. I have not seen any record of quantities of mail carried on the first
services, except for the twelve F.J, Field covers comprising the unofficial despatch from the U.K.
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Regular services.

After the weather delay to the first services, the Short Scion Senior operated the next eighteen round trips with
complete punctuality. On Friday, 28 October, 1938, she flew service FB19 to Bathurst to schedule and
returned the next day on service BF19. Higham records that on her return to Freetown G-AENX was due her
annual C. of A. inspection, during which, “It was found that salt water had corroded the longerons near the
tail. A repair crew from England arrived, but discovered on unpacking that they had left their welding
apparatus in England! A further two weeks’ delay ensued whilst it was sent out.”

There must have been further delays because it was not until 6 January 1939 that services recommenced,
during which time nine services in each direction were cancelled (services FB20 to FB28 and BF20 to BF28).

On 29 Nov., 1938, the G.P.O., Freetown, wrote to the G.P.O., London, saying,

“I have the honour to inform you that the Freetown to Bathurst Air Service is suspended pending completion
of the overhaul of Messrs. Elders Colonial Airways’ seaplane.

1t was thought that the suspension will only extend to a period not exceeding a fortnight, but as it now appears
that a longer time will be taken to re-condition the ‘plane and the mails would have to be conveyed by surface
craft in both directions, you may consider it desirable to notify the British public of the suspension, in view of
the delay which may result from the irregular means of conveyance from Bathurst to Freetown.”

The U.K. Post Office had already notified the public of the suspension of the service in the “Post Office
Circular” of 16 November and reverted to sending air mail for Sierra Leone by the French air service to Dakar
for onward transmission by sea.

Just at the time of suspension of the service, the U.K. Post Office announced in the “Post Office Daily List” of
27 October, 1938, that mail from the U.K. to French Guinea and Portuguese Guinea would be accepted for
carriage via the D.L.H. South America service to Bathurst and then by Elders’ feeder service. I have not seen
any correspondence establishing the acceptance of mail from these places to travel in the reverse direction but
a cover from Portuguese Guinea to the U.K., shown later, at least provides evidence that it is likely that an
agreement to do so was made.
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On Friday, 6 January, 1939, the flights resumed with the departure from Freetown of G-AENX, operating
service FB29 and the following day she returned on service BF29. From this time, until mid-July, all services
except one (FB40 & BF40, which operated one day early — reason unknown) were flown to schedule every
Friday and Saturday.

With the re-introduction of the service, an additional call at Bissao was made, resulting in the modified
timetable shown below in a letter from the G.P.O., London to The Minister of Posts, Paris:

AV A 66 605/38

97269/38, 4
/6 Jenuery, 1939,

I am directed by the Postmaster General to confirm the
telegram sent to you from this Office on the 3rd of January
wnich read as follows:-

"Postgen Paris

British air service Bathurst - Bolama, Conakry -
Freetown resumed. First departures Freetown 6 Janusry

athurst 7 January

L\r)

Postgen"

The sarvice now operates to the following sohedule:-

goM. T, L.,5.1. L.5,T, G.K.T.
FRIDAY 09.00 08.20 dep FHusTONN arr. 13.51 14.31 SATURDAY
09.51 0%.11 e&rr CORAKRY dep. 13,00 13,40
0.0 09.25 dep CORAKRY arr. 2.43 13.23
12.08 11.28 arr BOLaMa dep. 10.40 11.20
12.40 2,00 dep BOLauA arr. 10.1 10.50
12.55 12,15 arr BIS5A0 dep. 09.55 10.356
13.15 12.35 dep BISSaQ arr. 09,37 10.17
14,32 10.32 arr EBATHUHST Jep., 08.00 09.00

I am vo thank you for your aseistance in disposing of
sir correspondence from the United Kingdom for Sierra Leone
and Portuguess GCuinea during the time the service was
suspended, and to say that the former circulation via Bsthurst

has now been restored.

e
- I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
- 7 4 _—
) #7 gy,

The Minister of Postas,
Telegraphe and Telephones,
(Direction goil'ﬁxplustation postale),
P I's 7%t

L AN [
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Post card with “Posted on
Steamer” cachet, datestamped
Freetown, 27 Feb. 1939. It is
franked at the 8d. rate for post
cards to the U.K. It was flown
to Bathurst by Elders’ service
FB37 on Friday, 3 March and
from there by D.L.H. service
L430 which departed Bathurst
03.15 on 4 March and arrived
Berlin 05.15 on the 6th. It
was then flown to Croydon by
a European service the same
dav.
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Cover datestamped Freetown, 9 Jan.
1939. Franked 1/4d. per %: oz. rate to
the UK. It was flown on Friday, 13th
to Bathurst by Elders’ second resumed
service (FB30) and then by D.L.H.
service L417, which arrived Berlin at
04.22 on thel6th. It would then have
been flown the same day to Croydon
by a European service.
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The cover shown below (front and reverse) is an extremely scarce acceptance of mail from Portuguese
Guinea. In his book, “Air Mail Labels,” (page 273) Mair has recorded only a fragment known of the etiquette
franking label on the reverse of the cover, with a date of 1940. This cover proves use of the etiquette in Feb.
1939. The postage rates from Portuguese Guinea are not known to me and enquiries to the Portugal and
Colonies Study Circle have not been fruitful. In addition, as stated earlier, the cover proves acceptance of
mail from the country via the Elders’ service.

The cover is datestamped Bissao, 16 February 1939 and is backstamped Lisbon 19th. It was flown to Bathurst
on Friday, 17 Feb. by Elders’ service FB35 to connect with D.L.H. service L426 which departed Bathurst
03.45 on 18 Feb. and arrived Frankfurt 16.51 on the 19th. After arrival at Lisbon, the aircraft (Heinkel He-
111 Karlsruhe) was delayed there for 13 hours (reason unknown). This may account for the cover receiving a
Lisbon backstamp, perhaps because the mail was off-loaded with the intention of forwarding it by an
alternative route. Or possibly the Bissao P.O. placed the cover in a Lisbon mail bag.
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The end of the service.

In July 1939 services FB55 and BF55 were operated to schedule on July 7th and 8th respectively. The
following week, G-AENX left Freetown to schedule on Friday 14th. After reaching Bolama the same day, she
remained there with a mechanical problem until the 16th before proceeding to Bathurst. The I.A. movement
chart shows she was still at Bathurst on 27 July, against which there is a pencil note reading, “Service
permanently cancelled owing to breakdown.” The letter below from E.V. Dolby of Imperial Airways, to the
G.P.O., London, notified them of what was to be the end of the service.

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD.
) | RW 0
DO
r . (o] 3 Tre Y4
I\ / 1206/ G590 20th July,
L ARPTon ,
[ r to hi o T
| B 1 1 L ¥ 2 <
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Table of Elders Colonial Airways’ services and connections with D.L.H.:

ELDERS COLONIAL AIRWAYS DEUTSCHE LUFTHANSA ELDERS COLONIAL AIRWAYS

Service | Freetown | Bathurst Service Bathurst | Frankfurt | Service Frankfurt | Bathurst Service Bathurst | Freetown
no. dep. arr. no. dep. arr. no. dep. arr. no. dep. arr.
FB1 25-06-38 | 25-06-38 358 25-06-38 | 26-06-38 359 23-06-38 | 24-06-38 BF1 26-06-38 | 26-06-38
FB2 01-07-38 | 01-07-38 360 02-07-38 | 03-07-38 361 30-06-38 | 01-07-38 BF2 02-07-38 | 02-07-38
FB3 08-07-38 | 08-07-38 1362 09-07-38 | 10-07-38 1363 07-07-38 | 08-07-38 BF3 09-07-38 | 09-07-38
FB4 15-07-38 | 15-07-38 364 16-07-38 | 17-07-38 365 14-07-38 | 15-07-38 BF4 16-07-38 | 16-07-38
FB5 22-07-38 | 22-07-38 366 23-07-38 | 24-07-38 367 21-07-38 | 22-07-38 BF5 23-07-38 | 23-07-38
FB6 29-07-38 | 29-07-38 368 30-07-38 | 31-07-38 369 28-07-38 | 29-07-38 BF6 30-07-38 | 30-07-38
FB7 05-08-38 | 05-08-38 370 06-08-38 | 07-08-38 L371 04-08-38 | 05-08-38 BF7 06-08-38 | 06-08-38
FB8 12-08-38 | 12-08-38 1372 13-08-38 | 14-08-38 1373 11-08-38 | 12-08-38 BF8 13-08-38 | 13-08-38
FB9 19-08-38 | 19-08-38 L374 21-08-38 | 22-08-38 L375 18-08-38 | 19-08-38 BF9 20-08-38 | 20-08-38
FB10 26-08-38 | 26-08-38 L376 27-08-38 | 28-08-38 L377 25-08-38 | 26-08-38 BF10 27-08-38 | 27-08-38
FB11 02-09-38 | 02-09-38 1378 03-09-38 | 05-09-38 379 01-09-38 | 02-09-38 BF11 03-09-38 | 03-09-38
FB12 09-09-38 | 09-09-38 380 10-09-38 | 11-09-38 381 08-09-38 | 09-09-38 BF12 10-09-38 | 10-09-38
FB13 16-09-38 | 16-09-38 1382 17-09-38 | 18-09-38 1383 15-09-38 | 16-09-38 BF13 17-09-38 | 17-09-38
FB14 23-09-38 | 23-09-38 384 24-09-38 | 25-09-38 385 22-09-38 | 23-09-38 BF14 24-09-38 | 24-09-38
FB15 30-09-38 | 30-09-38 386 No service 1387 29-09-38 | 30-09-38 BF15 01-10-38 | 01-10-38
FB16 07-10-38 | 07-10-38 388 08-10-38 | 09-10-38 389 06-10-38 | 07-10-38 BF16 08-10-38 | 08-10-38
FB17 14-10-38 | 14-10-38 390 15-10-38 | 16-10-38 391 13-10-38 | 14-10-38 BF17 15-10-38 | 15-10-38
FB18 21-10-38 | 21-10-38 1392 22-10-38 | 23-10-38 1393 20-10-38 | 21-10-38 BF18 22-10-38 | 22-10-38
FB19 28-10-38 | 28-10-38 1394 29-10-38 | 30-10-38 395 27-10-38 | 28-10-38 BF19 29-10-38 | 29-10-38

Services FB20 to FB28 and BF20 to BF28 were cancelled

FB29 06-01-39 | 06-01-39 L414 07-01-39 | 08-01-39 L415 05-01-39 | 06-01-39 BF29 07-01-39 | 07-01-39
FB30 13-01-39 | 13-01-39 L416 15-01-39 | 15-01-39 L417 13-01-39 | 14-01-39 BF30 14-01-39 | 14-01-39
FB31 20-01-39 | 20-01-39 1418 21-01-39 | 22-01-39 L419 19-01-39 | 20-01-39 BF31 21-01-39 | 21-01-39
FB32 27-01-39 | 27-01-39 1420 28-01-39 | 29-01-39 L421 26-01-39 | 27-01-39 BF32 28-01-39 | 28-01-39
FB33 03-02-39 | 03-02-39 1422 04-02-39 | 05-02-39 1423 02-02-39 | 03-02-39 BF33 04-02-39 | 04-02-39
FB34 10-02-39 | 10-02-39 1424 11-02-39 | 12-02-39 1425 09-02-39 | 10-02-39 BF34 11-02-39 | 11-02-39
FB35 17-02-39 | 17-02-39 1426 18-02-39 | 19-02-39 L427 16-02-39 | 17-02-39 BF35 18-02-39 | 18-02-39
FB36 24-02-39 | 24-02-39 1428 25-02-39 | 26-02-39 1429 23-02-39 | 24-02-39 BF36 25-02-39 | 25-02-39
FB37 03-03-39 | 03-03-39 1430 04-03-39 | 05-03-39 1431 02-03-39 | 03-03-39 BF37 04-03-39 | 04-03-39
FB38 10-03-39 | 10-03-39 1432 11-03-39 | 12-03-39 1433 09-03-39 | 10-03-39 BF38 11-03-39 | 11-03-39
FB39 Service cancelled BF39 Service cancelled
FB40 23-03-39 | 23-03-39 L 436 25-03-39 | 26-03-39 1437 23-03-39 | 24-03-39 BF40 24-03-39 | 24-03-39
FB41 31-03-39 | 31-03-39 1438 01-04-39 | 02-04-39 1439 30-03-39 | 31-03-39 BF41 01-04-39 | 01-04-39
FB42 07-04-39 | 07-04-39 L440 08-04-39 | 09-04-39 L441 06-04-39 | 07-04-39 BF42 08-04-39 | 08-04-39
FB43 14-04-39 | 14-04-39 1442 15-04-39 | 16-04-39 1443 13-04-39 | 14-04-39 BF43 15-04-39 | 15-04-39
FB44 21-04-39 | 21-04-39 L444 22-04-39 | 23-04-39 445 20-04-39 | 21-04-39 BF44 22-04-39 | 22-04-39
FB45 28-04-39 | 28-04-39 L446 30-04-39 | 01-05-39 L447 27-04-39 | 28-04-39 BF45 29-04-39 | 29-04-39
FB46 05-05-39 | 05-05-39 448 06-05-39 | 06-05-39 449 04-05-39 | 05-05-39 BF46 06-05-39 | 06-05-39
FB47 12-05-39 | 12-05-39 450 12-05-39 | 14-05-39 451 11-05-39 | 12-05-39 BF47 13-05-39 | 13-05-39
FB48 19-05-39 | 19-05-39 1452 19-05-39 | 20-05-39 1453 18-05-39 | 19-05-39 BF48 20-05-39 | 20-05-39
FB49 26-05-39 | 26-05-39 L454 26-05-39 | 28-05-39 455 25-05-39 | 26-05-39 BF49 27-05-39 | 27-05-39
FB50 02-06-39 | 02-06-39 L 456 02-06-39 | 04-06-39 L457 01-06-39 | 02-06-39 BF50 03-06-39 | 03-06-39
FB51 09-06-39 | 09-06-39 1458 09-06-39 | 10-06-39 459 08-06-39 | 09-06-39 BF51 10-06-39 | 10-06-39
FB52 16-06-39 | 16-06-39 L 460 17-06-39 | 17-06-39 461 15-06-39 | 16-06-39 BF52 17-06-39 | 17-06-39
FB53 23-06-39 | 23-06-39 1462 24-06-39 | 24-06-39 1463 22-06-39 | 23-06-39 BF53 24-06-39 | 24-06-39
FB54 30-06-39 | 30-06-39 L 464 01-07-39 | 02-07-39 L 465 29-06-39 | 30-06-39 BF54 01-07-39 | 01-07-39
FB55 07-07-39 | 07-07-39 L 466 08-07-39 | 08-07-39 L467 06-07-39 | 07-07-39 BF55 08-07-39 | 08-07-39
FB56 14-07-39 | 16-07-39 L470 22-07-39 | 23-07-39 BF56 Service suspended

Note: All Elders Colonial Airways’ services were operated by the Short Scion Senior G-AENX.
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