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Editorial

Another six months, another Gazette; hey ho, doesn’t time fly? I hope each of you will find some items of
interest within. I think you will because the content is diverse and once again, my grateful thanks to all of the
contributors. We must also be grateful that the loss to education caused by Duncan Crewe’s retirement is very
much our gain: no less than four contributions by this now carefree young aerophilatelist! The postcards
shown in this issue featuring [.A. Handley Page aircraft are just the beginning of the series on this type.
Duncan sent me 37 pages of cards and there was only space to make a small start in this issue but I intend to
use them in larger quantities in the next two issues.

I was very heartened by your response to my survey of your interest in wartime services. Many thanks to all
of you who replied. A number of you said that although your collecting interests do not extend into the war
period, you have no objections to it being included in future Gazettes. There was also one definite, “No thank
you” but as a large majority are strongly in favour, I have included one wartime item to get us started. It is the
I.A. Traffic Notice shown on page 31 et al and as there was no space to include an introduction to it on that
page, I am writing it here. Very briefly, I found the notice, and succeeding ones, in Post Office Archives
some years ago and I thought it might be a good start to the period because it provides quite detailed
information pertaining to the immediate effects the outbreak of war had on the air services. I feel I must draw
your attention to the possible treatment of passengers contained in paragraph 4 on page 31. It made me
chuckle anyway. Please let me know if this notice is the sort of thing which is of interest to you or if not,
what you would like, keeping within the realms of the possible please!

I have no idea where we should aim to go in the future with wartime services. Although a number of very
useful books have been published during the past few years, there are still numerous uncertainties concerning
services, not to mention the effects of censorship. Perhaps a starting point would be to send in a few
interesting/problem covers or any discoveries of new information that any of you come across. [ would
welcome your ideas, thoughts and comments and any input you can provide, large or small.

A few years ago a small suggestion of mine was published in “Air Mail News.” It was inspired by a writer in
the magazine mentioning that he had obtained information from “The New York Times” mail and shipping
column found on the internet. My suggestion was this: just as we spread the word about a new book being
published, or more generally, about where any source of good information is located, why don’t we share
information about useful websites? I offered to collate what I expected to be an enormous listing of websites.
Guess what? Not a sausage!! Not one single response! Well, ever the eternal optimist, I am giving it another
go here! What do you think: a good idea or not? I suppose a number of questions will arise such as do we
include only websites which provide information, or also those of dealers, auction houses and study groups?

I suggest we start with those which provide information. I am sure I’'m not the only one to have typed let’s
say “Imperial Airways” into Google, or another search engine, and after an hour or so wondered why on earth
I bothered! On the other hand, I have had some success by finding both photos and information which I think
are not available in book form. You might enjoy the following as a starter (then let’s start sharing!):

www.photobox.co.uk/album/571400 contains 34 photos taken by Frank Payne, who worked for [.A. in East
Africa from 1934 to 1936. Includes photos of Hanno and City of Jodhpur crashes.

www.congoposte.be Huge site containing masses of postal information re Belgian Congo, including air mail
rates and sailings of ships. If you collect Belgian Congo, this site is a gold mine! (Site has an English version)

www.postalheritage.org.uk Website of P.O. archives. Includes catalogue listing (Post 33 is air mail).

Front cover illustration. Tuck card of Handley Page Transport W8. Duncan Crewe’s description:

The card depicts the prototype Handley Page W8, G-EAPJ, which flew for the first time on 4
December 1919. A purpose built airliner, test at Martlesham Heath in August 1920 soon proved its
superiority to wartime surplus competitors. It won the highest award in the Air ministry’s Comfort
and Safety contest. Handley Page put the aircrafl into service on the Croydon-Paris route on 21
October 1921. Three development aircrafi, W8bs were subsequently ordered and these passed to
Imperial Airways when it was formed in April 1924.
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Delia’s days of disruption, 4 ~ 11 October 1939

By Duncan Crewe

Delia was a DH 86b Diana class airliner. She was transferred to the Hong Kong-
Bangkok feeder service in June 1938 making her maiden service from Bangkok on 19
June when she operated BH 40. This was two days late afier delays on the incoming
trunk service IE 661. She flew her first service from Hong Kong on 20 June when she
operated HB 41. She remained in service on the Eastern route until August 1940. The last
service she operated was HB 267 on the 28" of that month. The incidents described
below both happened during the space of a week in October 1939

Delia

The first disruption occurred on the 4 October. Delia was due to depart from Hong Kong
at 0700 that morning to operate service HB 173. Unfortunately, as the South China
Morning Post reported next day:-

“The Imperial Airways plane Delia, which was due to leave Kai Tak for Bangkok early

yesterday morning with four passengers and 202 kilograms of mails was delayed by
mechanical troubles and left at noon. It had arrived on Tuesday from Bangkok and brake
adjustments were not completed in time for its scheduled departure.”

As a consequence of its late departure Delia was unable to complete the service on 4
October and instead made an overnight stop at Hanoi, arriving in Bangkok on the
morning of 5 October. Fortunately for the mails the trunk service SW 176 was held to
await the arrival of the Hong Kong flight. The overall impact of the delay however was
that the service arrived a day late in Poole on 12 October
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Cover carried by Delia on the delayed HB 173 service 4 October 1939,

A week later, Delia was involved in a much more serious incident. She had left Hong
Kong on 11 October operating HB 175. Unfortunately as the Hong Kong Telegraph
reported, as the aircraft was taking off from Fort Bayard:-

“the plane had not left the ground when it swung to one side causing the starboard
undercarriage and one plane of the wing to be carried away.”

The South China Morning Post gave further details adding that the ... ..

“plane was carrying one passenger from Hong Kong to Hanoi, Mr. S B Liou and 2651bs
of mail. The pilot was Capt. L J M White and the First Officer was Mr. J A Samuels.

Imperial Airways immediately dispatched Denebola from Bangkok to pick up the
stranded passenger and mails and it was able to get back to Bangkok the same day so the
connection with SW 178 was made. In fact that service had departed Sydney two days
late anyway so the Hong Kong mail was not actually forwarded from Bangkok until 13
October.
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Cover carried by Delia on service HB 175 11 October 1939
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Switzerland.

As for Delia the plane was dismantled and returned to Hong Kong by steamer, arriving
on the 27 October. It was subsequently repaired and re-entered service on 19 November
when it operated HB 186 to Bangkok.

I am very grateful to KK Ho for sending me extracts from the relevant Hong Kong
newspapers and to Peter for his researches into the aircraft movement charts in the British
Airways archive.
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The 1931 I.A. Experimental Airmail Flights ~ Addendum
By Ed Wolf

It was whilst trying to find suitable illustrations for this article, that I reread the Gordon Anstee’s opus published in issue
23. Having joined the Imperial Airways Gazette “circle” with the publication 27 and not having any back issues when I
wrote this work, it was not until recently that I realised that some of my information needed updating.

Gordon’s contribution was valuable because it encapsulated a lot of detail in few pages. Clearly there was a focus on the
Indian portion of the experimental flights whereas my attempt was to cover the entire route. It is not clear what sources
Gordon used but it would appear that he drew some of his conclusions from actual covers sighted rather than from
official documents. The reasons for my comments will, I hope, become apparent.

The actual route as devised by London was not necessarily the route that was flown, as circumstances were likely to
change along the way due to weather and the serviceability of the aircraft and its engines. The only available
“authoritative” guide for the route was based on the observations of Alan Cobham who had surveyed the route all the
way to Australia and back in 1926. However he had used a single engined DH 50 fitted with floats, this flight was
performed with DH 66 trimotor of considerably more power and fuel consumption!

For the journey across India the “hops” were approximately 500 kms apart. Should there have been a need to put down in
between, the area was well mapped and known so would not have presented a problem. South of Rangoon however was a
different story.

The Burmese coastline offered little solace to a land plane the size of a DH 66 Hercules. Possibly for this reason though
the distance Rangoon —Victoria Point is about 760 kms, Tavoy, at 360 kms from Rangoon, was a suitable set down point.
Alor Star was to follow a further 470 kms along and then Singapore a further 630 kms south. After Singapore they were
leaving the British zone entering the Dutch East Indies stopping at Muntok (400kms) on Banka Island then Batavia (490
kms) on Java, then Semarang (410 kms) on Java, then Sourabaya (280 kms) followed by Bima (730 kms) on Sumbawa
Island then to Koepang (560 kms) on Timor and finally Darwin (840kms).

The available sources are all somewhat vague as to the actual journey flown by the City of Cairo beyond Rangoon other
than Douglas Walker'. It is as if the finishing post was in sight when in reality the tricky bit of flying over water was yet
to occur. In desperation I have turned to the covers themselves to try and determine the route or the non-route.

Anstee states that until Calcutta was reached the postal authorities were not sure where the stopping places beyond
Calcutta would be and had thus only made up bags for the major stopping points such as Rangoon but not Akyab, Tavoy
or Victoria Point. Interestingly enough the Indian aerophilatelists Stephen Smith and Arthur Griffiths anticipated stops at
the obscure places such as Akyab, Tavoy, Victoria Point, Alor Star, Batavia and Bima preparing covers for these ports
from such starting points as Karachi, Jodhpur, Delhi and Allahabad though they were based in Calcutta. Thus mail for the
Burmese coastal towns was included in the Rangoon bag instead of being made up separately. They were no doubt
influenced by where Cobham had gone.

I have covers posted from Karachi to Tavoy and Victoria Point which are stamped Rangoon 15 April and Tavoy 17 April
and Victoria Point 22 April respectively which prove Anstee’s assertion. Mail posted from Jodhpur for Tavoy and
Victoria Point received similar Rangoon and local stampings. I cannot comment on the mail destined for Akyab from
Karachi or Jodhpur, as I have not seen any examples.

From Delhi I have mail to Akyab back stamped 21 April with the red manuscript postal notation “Received via
Rangoon” and for Victoria Point dated 22 April whilst mail destined for Rangoon bears the arrival stamp of April 15
again agreeing with Anstee. Mail from Delhi destined for Tavoy bears the Tavoy April 17 marking but has NO Rangoon
stamp indicating the transit point.

Mail from Allahabad to Akyab is back stamped 21 April and also has the red manuscript” Received via Rangoon”
Postmaster’s notation on the back. I also have a cover from here to Tavoy and one to Victoria Point with the backstamp
dated 17 April and 22 April respectively with the pencil notation “9 carried” on the Victoria Point cover but NOT bearing
a Rangoon transit stamp on either of them.

From Calcutta according to Anstee there was a separate bag for Akyab and this is proven by a Stephen Smith cover I
have which is back stamped 15 April 11am however the cover to Victoria Point is still back stamped 22 April so was
apparently included in the Rangoon bag even though it has no Rangoon transit stamp or postal notation. Once more this
fits Anstee’s version. I also possess a cover to Tavoy with a clear Rangoon backstamp 15 April, which indicates that

U'Walker D. Airmails of New Zealand Vol.2. 1986
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Anstee was again correct and that Tavoy mail was dropped at Rangoon for onward transmission by steamer delivered on
April 17.

From Rangoon I have a cover to Victoria Point back stamped April 15 indicating a separate bag with a red manuscript
“Received at 5.40pm by Air Mail” with a signature and a date 15/4. An insert written by Griffiths in 1945 claims this
cover is unique!

Any covers delivered to Tavoy for sending FROM Tavoy to points South, would not have arrived at Tavoy until April 17
thus missing a voyage on the remaining journey via the First Experimental mail. The postmaster marked these up with
cancellations on April 17 and then forwarded them by steamer because one addressed to Victoria Point was delivered
there on April 22. Presumably all Tavoy cancelled mail of April 17 travelled south on the same steamer. I have two
Tavoy April 17 cancelled covers that went through Singapore on May 8™ receiving the Imperial cachet there. These must
somehow have joined the second experimental flight. Where they joined it is uncertain, possibly at Alor Star. Intriguingly
I also have Tavoy cancelled April 18 cover with a Darwin backstamp of May 11 1931so it too must have joined the
second experimental flight.

Mail beyond Victoria Point and hence out of Indian/Burmese territory, is given a spare mention by Anstee or by anyone
else yet is clearly just as important from the philatelic point of view. For example the Malayan, Singaporean, Dutch East
Indies and Australian interests need to be considered.

Mail addressed to Alor Star was NOT dropped off nor picked up during the refuelling there being carried instead on to
Singapore where it received the Singapore special electric cachet of April 16 before receiving a circular Singapore
departure stamp on April 17 and then sent back north to Alor star to receive a circular backstamp of April 18. Cards
addressed to Alor Star sometimes received the Alor Star backstamp of April 18 only.

Singapore destined mail has already been described as receiving the electric strike on April 16. No, more need be said
about it.

The first port after Singapore is said to have been Muntok but I have no examples to prove anything about that statement
nor does anyone else refer to mail addressed to this destination. Clearly the stopover at Muntok was not advertised but it
was necessary nevertheless in order to refuel the distance Singapore —Batavia at some 890 kms being too long for a non-
stop run.

I have several covers addressed to Batavia from various places within India. They all bear the arrival stamp of Batavia as
April 19 and a transit mark of Singapore with an April 16 and electric strike. The late stamping at Batavia three days after
Singapore instead of being stamped on April 17 when the aircraft reached Batavia is hard to explain.

Also strange is that no Indian created covers have been sighted addressed to Semarang or Sourabaya. Instead the hop as
far as the Indians was concerned seemed to be to Bima. And what a hop that would have been. The distance from
Sourabaya to Bima is about 730 kms the virtual limit of the available tanks. The cancellations found on mail addressed to
Bima would suggest that they were offloaded somewhere along the way in the Dutch East Indies when the crew realised
that Bima was not going to be their destination. The additional possibility must be considered that the mail clerks at the
sending post offices could not locate Bima in their postal guides because the sender had not indicated where Bima was to
be found!

The cards and covers in my possession addressed to Bima from various Indian starting points show a variety of
interesting cancellations. For example a card from Karachi seems to have travelled only as far as Singapore, another card
from Delhi has traces of a Singapore electric strike and a May 6™ Bima arrival cancel. Letters from Allahabad, Delhi and
Calcutta also have a May 6™ arrival additionally they bear a Bima 9" May departure cancel and a Koepang May 29
cancel before returning to their owner Griffiths in Calcutta. Such covers were probably all offloaded at Singapore to
catch a local steamer, as they bear no other Dutch East Indies cancels such as Batavia or Sourabaya. Bima was clearly not
on the experimental route!

Anstee makes mention and I have in my possession another fascinating Griffiths’ created conundrum from Tavoy to
Bima. It has already been determined that the aircraft did not stop at Tavoy but that items on board intended to be on
forwarded from Tavoy were offloaded at Rangoon and missed the rest of the flight. This cover is stamped Tavoy April 17
and thus was not on the flight but presumably went by steamer instead to Victoria Point though there is no marking at
V.P. What is particularly intriguing is the diamond shaped Abel Tasman cancels from Sourabaya May 10 and Koepang
May 13 before receiving a Bima cancel on June 3™ where it had been is a bit of a mystery!

The aircraft took a different route to that indicated by the covers and it is here that I think that Anstee may have been
misled. From Sourabaya a shorter flight plan was arranged no doubt on the advice of the Dutch KNILM organisation to
aim for Rambang on Lombok Island which is about 430 kms from Sourabaya this would still leave an 800 kms or so
flight to Koepang with a possible stop at Bima 300 kms beyond Rambang if needed. History of course records that the
attempt was made direct from Rambang to Koepang and that the plane ran out of fuel. How they had intended to make
the Timor Sea crossing of some 850 kms to Darwin based on their previous performance I leave to others to discuss!
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Imperial Airways Baggage Labels

By Duncan Crewe

Over the last few years I have become increasingly interested in collecting Imperial
Airways ephemera and I have acquired a number of baggage labels. My only real source
of information is a 1971 photocopy reprint of the Martins Standard Air Transportation
Label Catalogue published in 1937 which lists 36 items in total, including baggage labels
and freight labels. Unfortunately there are no illustrations but there are detailed
descriptions which include dimensions and colours. In some cases a number of labels are
listed where the same basic design was used with the only difference being the
destination. This article is an attempt to make the list more widely available and to
provide illustrations where possible. My own holding of labels is limited and if any other
members have additional items I would be very pleased to hear from them and, if
possible, to have photocopies or scans of their labels. The numbering system below is
that used by Martin

165  Cairo-Basra service Fig 1 This is a gummed label 5% in x 4 in and
presumably came into use in January 1927 when Imperial Airways took over
the operation of the service from the RAF. It is illustrated on page 20 of
Airline Artistry by Don Thomas and a copy of this is reproduced below.
Thomas suggests that it exists for a number of destinations such as Gaza,
Cairo, Baghdad and possibly Basra.

Fig 1 showing label with printed destination of Gaza

PASSENGERS _ NAME
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166 European services Fig 2 This is a gummed 5 in x 3% in label. The example
illustrated has Amsterdam as the destination but Martin also lists Brussels
(167) and Ostende (168) as destinations. | have two further examples not
listed with Paris (Fig 2a) and London (Fig 2b) as the printed destinations. The
aircraft depicted is the Handley Page W8b Prince George which was taken
out of regular service in 1926 suggesting that the labels were probably in use

1924-26.
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169

Fig 2b As Type 166 but addressed to London

European services Fig 3 This is a gummed 5 % in x 3 % label with
multicoloured printing showing passengers flying in a stylised aircraft. The
windows are similar in shape to those of the Handley Page W8b. My example
has London as the destination but Martin also lists three other destinations,
Basle (170), Cologne (171), and Zurich (172). Like the next label it was
probably in use in the late 1920s.
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173

177

181

European services Fig 4 This is another gummed 5 ' in x 3 % in label and
depicts the Handley Page W8b Prince Henry which was scrapped in 1931
suggesting the label was in use in the late 1920s. Martin’s (173) label is
addressed to London but he also lists Cologne (174), Zurich (175 illustrated)
and Ostend (176).

|TER

fWEIGHT

Passanser's Name

o ZURICH

European services not illustrated This is described as a gummed 5 "4 in x 3
% in label, white with all lettering black. At left man seated amidst winged
clouds; below name of line and “7The British Airline”. At top in blue “Comfort
Routes”. At top right blue and white strip for destination; bottom, on blue, a
Handley Page cabin biplane on ground, black. Also listed with the following
destinations printed: Cologne (178), Paris (179) and Zurich (180).

General services Fig 5 A gummed label 5 % in by 3 %2 in with rounded
corners showing three Speedbird at top left in blue, black and white on a pale
blue background with Imperial Airways in black underneath. The rest of the
label is white with space for passenger details etc. to be written in. This was
designed by Lee Elliot and certainly dates from 1931 when he produced the
Speedbird logo for Imperial Airways.
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Fig 5 Blue, black and white Speedbird label

182  General services Fig 6 This is another Lee Elliot designed gummed label, 5
% in by 3 % in, with a larger red Speedbird on a light blue background with
the airline’s name in white lettering on a dark blue band running across the
label. Although not listed by Martin I have another example of this design on
a pale grey background with a much darker red Speedbird and a darker blue
band.

IMPERIAL AIRWAY'S
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183

184

185

General services not illustrated. This is described as a gummed 11 %2 in by 3
% in label with red lettering on white on three lines which reads /mperial
Airways-Passenger Luggage-Unaccompanied.

General services Fig 7 This is gummed and measures 4 % in by 3 % in. The
printing is in dark blue on a pale blue background. It was certainly in use prior
to 1937 when the catalogue was published.

1.7 > ’ '
- AIRWAYS

ol o T

Form Ne 3210/ 34574,

THE BRITISH AIR LINE

General services Fig 8 This is another gummed label but this time measuring
S in by 3 % in with rounded corners. The printing is in black on a pale yellow
background.

From IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

NAME
ADDRESS

Airway Terminus, Victoria Station,
LONDON, S.W. |
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186  General services not illustrated This is described as gummed, 4 Y4 in by 2 '
in white with red letters reading “By Air via Imperial Airways The British
Company ™ in 4 lines. The extreme upper left has printed Form no. 321.

Unlisted by Martin Fig 9 This is a tie on label 6 ' in by 3 % in with bevelled
upper corners. It is printed on yellow card and the writing is all in black. The
reverse has Imperial Airways in two lines with a Speedbird in black on either
side. Below is “Name and 1T0”. By the hole for the string is Form No 552.

Unlisted by Martin Fig 10 This is another tie on label and is the same shape
and size as the above. It is however printed on white card with most of the
lettering and the central Speedbird in dark blue whilst the other two
Speedbirds and the “Also send your freight and mail by air” are in red. The
reverse has a blue Speedbird either side of the hole for the string. Below in
blue lettering in two lines it reads “Registration Number-And Weight of

Baggage.

Fig 9 Fig 10

IMPERIA
AIRWAYS N\

REGISTRATION NUMBER
AND WEIGHT OF BAGGAGE

EUROPE
INDIA
AFRICA

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

ALSO SENDYOUR
FREIGHT & MAIL |
BY AIR
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Unlisted by Martin Fig 11 This is a tie on label on brown card and measures
6 Y in by 4 in. The reverse is blank. My example is a used one and has three
red Imperial Airways baggage check labels stuck to it. The illustrations are
75% of actual size

Reverse Front

Unlisted by Martin Fig 12 Red and white un-gummed label 3 2 in x 2 in
with “Wanted at Night Stops”. 1t was issued as part of a brown leather
luggage tag which had /mperial Airways and the company’s logo embossed in
silver on the reverse.

WANTED
AT NIGHT STOPS
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Martin also lists a number of freight labels and if there is enough interest I will produce a
follow up listing in a later Gazette.
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Czechoslovak Air Service in the 1930s
Used in Postal Transportation: Air Consignments to Asia

By Andrej Tekel’ (translated by Viadimir Kralicek)

This article was published in the November/December 2006 edition of the magazine Czechoslovak Specialist. 1t is
reproduced here with the kind permission of the editor, Ludvik Svoboda and was sent to me by Richard Beith.

During the period between the two world wars, Great Britain and Holland had extensive dependent territories in Asia.
Under British administration were Cyprus, Palestine, the Bahrain islands, Aden, Arabia, Iraq, India, Ceylon, the
Maldives, the Malaysian States, Sarawak, Brunei, Borneo (the northern part), and Hong Kong. Also, subordinate to
Great Britain were Australia, New Zealand and the islands in Oceania.

Holland had substantial dependent territories on the Asian continent under the consolidated title of the Dutch East Indies.
It claimed the Greater Sunda Islands (Sumatra, Java, Madura, Bangka and Borneo with the exception of the northern part
which belonged to Great Britain), the Lesser Sunda Islands with the exception of Timor (the south-western part belonged
to Holland, the eastern part to Portugal), the Moluccas and New Guinea (the western part belonged to Holland, the
eastern part to Great Britain). From these regions they obtained cane sugar, india-rubber, tea, tobacco, coffee, tropical
fruits, gold, pearls and diamonds. To secure reliable and speedy contact with her colonies, Holland used an air link KLM
#531 (Royal Dutch Airline Company) Amsterdam — Bandoeng.

After stopovers in Leipzig, Budapest and Athens, the air link Amsterdam — Bandoeng heads to Egypt in North Africa
(Alexandria). From Egypt it continues to Palestine (Lydda — today Lod, Israel), then to Iraq (Baghdad, Basra), along the
coastline of Iran (Djask), the northwestern coast of British India with a stop in Karachi (today in Pakistan), continuing
through interior India (Jodhpur, Allahabad) until the east coast of India (Calcutta), via Burma (Rangoon), Siam (Bangkok
— today Krung Thep, Thailand), Malaysia (Penang — today George Town), Sumatra (Medan), Singapore, back to Sumatra
(Palembang), to Java (Batavia, today Jakarta) and finally to the city of Bandoeng (today Bandung). This route captures
the state of affairs in 1937 and 1938.

According to the 1935 Air Postal Services Bulletin (valid from 1.5.1935), air consignments from Czechoslovakia to the
British dependent territories in Asia were carried by train #148 to Athens and from Athens either by air route #127
(Marseilles - Athens - Saigon - Shanghai) or by air route #128 (Great Britain - British India by inland air links in British
India). These facts are documented by the Athens arrival postmarks on air consignments from the year 1935 (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1

According to the Air Postal Service Bulletin for the 1937 summer season and the 1937/1938 winter season, air
consignments from Czechoslovakia were carried by air route #133 (Amsterdam — Bandoeng) and therefore do not have
the Athens postmark.
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Airmail consignments to the British and Dutch dependent regions in Asia used the following transport route: from Prague
by train #64 to Budapest, from Budapest by air route #133 (Amsterdam — Bandoeng). In the winter season, from Prague
either by train #39/D or #D98 to Naples, from Naples by air route #133 (Amsterdam — Bandoeng). In the winter season
the European route was more southerly (Amsterdam — Naples — Athens).

In the years 1935 and 1936 this route was slightly different: Amsterdam, Leipzig, Bratislava, Budapest, Athens,
Marsa Matruh (today Matruh, Egypt), Cairo, Gizeh, Baghdad, Bushire (today Bushehr, Iran), Djask, Karachi, Jodhpur,
Allahabad, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Alor Star, Medan, Singapore, Palembang, Batavia, Bandoeng.

During the 1937 summer season (7.4.1937 - 2.10.1937) the route was: Amsterdam, Leipzig, Budapest, Athens,
Rhodes, Alexandria, Lydda, Baghdad, Basra, Djask, Karachi, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Penang, Medan,
Singapore, Palerabang, Batavia, Bandoeng. Airmail consignments were carried by train #64 from Prague to
Budapest, and from Budapest by air route #133 (Amsterdam -Bandoeng) with feeder routes.

During the 1937/38 winter season (3.10.1937 - 24.3.1938), the route was: Amsterdam, Naples, Athens, Rhodes,
Alexandria, Lydda, Baghdad, Basra, Djask, Karachi, Jodhpur, Allahabad, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Penang,
Medan, Singapore, Palembang, Batavia, Bandoeng. Airmail consignments were carried by either train #39/D 39 or
#D 98 from Prague to Naples, and from Naples by air route #133 with feeder routes.

In Figure 1 is a registered airmail letter to Bombay, India, posted on 13.5.1935 (Monday) at the Plzen 1 post office. It
has transit postmarks of 14.5.1935 from the Praha 7 airmail post office, 16.5.1935 from Athens (according to the 1935
Air Postal Service Bulletin the consignment was carried by train #148 from Prague to Athens), and a Bombay arrival
postmark of 22.5.1935. Franking calculation: letter abroad up to 20gm = 2.50Kc, registration surcharge = 2.50Kc,
twice the airmail surcharge for each Sgm of weight or portion thereof (at 2.50Kc each = 5Kc), altogether 10Kc -
resulting in a rare single-stamp franking.

In Figure 2 is a registered airmail letter to Shanghai, China, posted 22.4.1937 (Thursday) at the Moravska Ostrava 1
post office. It has transit postmarks of 23.4.1937 from the Praha 7 airmail post office; from Prague it was carried by
train to Budapest; on Wednesday 28.4.1937 it left by plane from Budapest; on Sunday it was landed at Penang (transit
postmark of 2.5.1937 at Penang); arrival postmark is 9.5.1937 in Shanghai. Franking calculation: letter abroad up to
20gm = 2.50Kc, registration surcharge = 2.50Kc, airmail surcharge for each 5gm of weight or portion thereof (at
2.50Kc = 6Kc), altogether 11 Kc.

My,
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In Figure 3 we see an airmail letter from Prague to Karachi in today's Pakistan. The letter was posted on Tuesday,
9.11.1937, at the Praha 1 post office. It was carried by train to Naples, according to the flight timetable the aircraft
left Naples on 12.11.1937 and was to arrive in Karachi on 14.11.1937 (Sunday), and an arrival postmark on the letter
shows 15.11.1937, Karachi. Franking calculation: letter abroad up to 20gm = 2.50Kc, airmail surcharge for each
Sgm of weight or portion thereof (at 2.50Kc), altogether SKc - resulting in a rare single-stamp franking.

My
ol iow RN
da, D@ ¥l 1°Z%Z a3 'k

Cupta ¥ansion, 3Sunder hioad,

N s
. .;?‘gr avion

Fig. 3

In Figure 4 is a registered airmail letter to Singapore, posted on 1.4.1937 (Thursday) at the Moravska Ostrava 1
post office. It has transit postmarks of 1.4.1937 from the Praha 7 airmail post office; from Prague it was carried by
train to Naples; on Friday, 2.4.1937, it left by airplane from Naples and on Wednesday, 7.4.1937, an airplane
delivered it to Singapore. The Singapore arrival postmark of 8.4.1937 has a time stamp of 7:00. franking calculation:
letter abroad up to 20gm = 2.50Kc, registration surcharge = 2.50Kc, airmail surcharge for each 5gm of weight or portion
thereof (at 2.50Kc) = 3Kc, altogether 8Kc.

Titl.

-

266 3/0 N.!AK‘ Line
' 16,Raffles Place
Singapore,

/8traits Settlements/

Fig. 4
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It is only natural that airmail consignments to far away countries would greatly enhance any collection, although their
greater representation would be certainly rare. As an attachment I introduce an extract from the flight timetable for air
route #133 (Amsterdam — Bandoeng), by which was assured the delivery of airmail consignments to the Dutch
dependent territories in Asia and the British dependent territories in Asia, Australia and Oceania; and an extract from the
flight timetable for air route #128 (Great Britain — British India). In view of the fact that every year the air routes made
small changes, under each table is given the exact time period when the data applies.

Literature:

1. Guide to Mail Transportation by Air, Years 1930 — 1939, issued by the Ministry of Post and Telegraph, Prague
(Supplement to VMPT).

2. Tekel’, A.: Czechoslovak Airmail Stamps from 1930. Guide for postal tariffs valid for Czechoslovak airmail

consignments for the years 1930 — 1939, a supplement to FILATELIE 7/1995.

3. Bunjék, P. and colleagues: Slovak encyclopedia, reference encyclopedia of knowledge in three parts, LITEVNA,
Bratislava — Praha 1932, part 1, pg 57, 60, 119.

[NOTE BY P. WINGENT — (Gazette editor): In the ‘franking calculations,” I am cannot understand the air mail fee of

6KC for fig. 2, nor the air mail fee of 3Kc for fig. 4, given that the writer states the rate was 2.50Kc per 5gm. Any
thoughts anybody?]

127 Marseille — Athens — Saigon — Shanghe®

\ (486 Air France)
Thursday dep. Marseille *
= <. Naples
* Corfu arr. ~
arr Athens dep, Friday
Friday dep. Athens 2 “

Castelrosso
Beyrouth

Damascus arr.
arr, Baghdad dep. Thursday
Saturday dep Baghdad e 2
i = Bouchin arr.
arr Djask dep. Wednesday
Sunday dep. Djask h N
o * Karachi arr. Tuesday
arr. Jodhpur dep. o
Monday dep. Jodhpur -
' " Allahabad arr. .
arr. Calcutta dep Monday
Tuesday dep. Calcutta ¢ '
" " Akyab
e Rangoon arr,
arr. Bangkok
Wednesday 2 Saigon dep Sunday
dep. Bangkok :
arl Vientiane arr
Hanoi dep. Saturday
I'hursday dep. Hanoi arr "
" arr. Lungchow
' Yungning
Wutchow
Canton dep. Friday
Friday dep Hong-Kong arr '
: arr. Swatow
Ammy
Shanghai dep. Thursday

Outline of airmail postal transport for the 1937 summer season

(7.4.1937 - 2.10.1937)
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128 Great Britain -- British India
| ¢ (456 Imperial Airways) A ﬁ

Wednesday Saturday  dep. London arr.
b & arr. Marseille dep.
Thursday  Sunday dep. Marseille arr.
= i arr. Rome i

3 2 | T
*

o E % Brindisi dep. Sunday Wednesday
Friday Monday dep. Brindisi arr, b wd
= et arr. Athens > 7 "

Alexandria dep. Saturday Tuesday
Saturday  Tuesday dep. Alexandria arr. o ¥

Gaza ~ : §

“ = arr, Baghdad dep, Friday Monday
Sunday Wednesday dep. Baghdad arr. - s

s i arr. Basrah 4 * e

i 4 i Kuwait : ® #

¥ s 3 Baheain " Thursday Sunday
Monday Thursday 1 Quatar 3 # s

7 7 % Karachi “ % i

G = Y Jodhpur  dep. Wednesday Saturday
Tuesday Friday dep. Jodhpur  arr. ¥ i

a3 0 arr. Delhi - = Y

S i “ Cawnpore “ * >

* ¥ s Allahabad " = “

* * s Calcutta  dep. Tuesday Friday
Wednesday Saturday dep. Calcutta arr. % -

* e arr. Akyab & » 2

" “ “ Rangoon " - «

“ “ = Bangkok dep. Monday Thursday
Thursday  Sunday dep. Bangkek arr. b &

: 2 arr.  Penang dep, i a

Singapore dep.  Sunday Wednesday
Monday dep. Penang dep. Saturday
Tuesday arr.  Hong Kong dep. Friday
Outline of airmail postal transport for the 1937 summer season
(7.4.1937 - 2.10.1937)

¢ ¢ 133 Amsterdam — Bandoeng A ?
(531 K. L. M.) |
Wednesday Saturday  dep. Amsterdam arr.
“ . arr. Lipsko dep.
arr. Budapest dep.
o - arr. Athens dep. Monday Thursday
Thursday  Sunday: arr. Rhodes dep. s “
> # arr, Alexandria dep. oo e

= -

“ “ “® "

2 " arr. Lydda dep. £ .
5 % arr. Baghdad dep. Sunday Wednesday
by " arr. Basrah dep. A S

Friday Monday arr., Djask dep. ¢ ' 8

arr. Karachi dep. Saturday Tuesday

Saturday  Tuesday arr. Calcutta dep. t ¥
£ = arr. Rangoon dep. Friday Monday
Sunday Wednesday arr. Bangkok dep. > =
2 Y arr. Penang dep.
“ “ arr. Medan dep. Thursday Sunday
% % arr. Singapore dep. " L
Monday ,Thursday arr. Palembang dep.
x e arr. Batavia dep.
v _ " arr. Bandoeng dep. Wednesday Saturday

Outline of airmail postal transport for the 1937 summer season
(7.4.1937 - 2.10.1937)

- “
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v

133 Amsterdam — Bandoeng

(31 K. L.M) A

A

I

Tues. Thurs. Sat. dep. Amsterdam arr. “ “ !
Wed.  Fri, Sun, dep. Naples arr. Sun. Tues. Thurs.
3 ¥ & dep. Athens arr. i ™ “

# * “ dep. Rhodes arr. ® o #
Thurs, Sat. Mon dep. Alexandria arr. # g b

o # “ dep. Lydda arr. Sat, Mon. Wed
by rt ¥y dep. Baghdad arr. “ % 2
Fri. Sun. Tues dep. Basrah arr. % "

- X " dep. Djask arr. o o #

= ~ % dep. Karachi arr. Fri, Sun Tues.
Sat. Mon. Wed dep. Jodhpur arr. " n o

* - . dep. Allahabad arr. Y = o

* B " dep. Calcutta arr. Thurs. Sat. Mon.
Sun. Tues. Thurs. dep. Rangoon arr. *“ “ “

k) 8 " depr Bangkok arr. S 5 “

“ 2 “ dep. Penang arr, Wed, Fri Sun,
# ® 5 dep. Medan arr. S = <
Mon. Wed. Fri. dep. Singapore arr. ® * ul

9 ¥ h dep. Palembang arr, » e A

A " y dep. Batavia  arr. * F .

“ . " arr. Bandoeng dep. Tues. Thurs, Sat.

Outline of airmail postal transport for the 1937/38 winter season
(2.10.1937 - 24.3.1938)

Prague ~ Sydney cover
Material provided by Richard Beith

Following neatly from the preceding article, Richard sent the cover shown below (front on this page, reverse on next
page). Richard wrote that the date of 9 March to 22 March 1938 would equate with I.A. service IE634, scheduled to
reach Brisbane on 21.3.38 but there is no transit mark to indicate location of transfer to I.A. was at Athens. Although the
blue sticker at bottom left translates as something like “philatelic mail, please cancel lightly,” the postage rate seems
correct: overseas letter to 20gm = 2.50Kc; air fee = 3 x 4.50Kc per 5 gm (changed to 5.00Kc/5gm on or about 10.7.38) =
16.00Kc total. The front of the cover is shown below and the reverse at the top of the page opposite.

|

e |

SLOVENSKO

Prosim, jemné

filatelisticky razitkova#i

Pan

SYDNEY

AUSTRALIA

Dr.Adolf Solansky
Czechoslovak Consulate General
Grace Bldg. 77,York Str.

<o
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The Empire’s Airway exhibition train ~ a follow up
Material provided by Richard Beith

The article on this subject in the last Gazette inspired Richard to visit his local library where he found the press cuttings
shown on this and the following page. They provide additional detail re the train and its exhibits. Many thanks Richard.
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,"ADVANTAGES OF AIR .:.. ’-
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f/ln order (o bring the mavaniages ‘ot air the
Voo Spainy - DerOte LGd puoc, amipanal Alr- | T

“Nedga HOVE CQUIPIGE A& apetisc exmdigon | on
| Araul WAICH I8 ouring U Coulnry, aua wit | wal
Ca it Lhvsier trom ‘s uesaay, depiemuer G, | ith
Ul Seprember vih, ‘te v, 6 Lay p.luonl\

L0 OUDNTRL HAUWRY Siuon s

“ahe nrst oay, wiilci wiul be opened by [ pric

thy mbyor OF LHCrEr, Wil 0¢ aevowa o tue | "R
Fetepinin ©1 Bgens Ana represcnikuves os | the
»wusinesy hirms oy Anwuuonb:my ;oon m .": Come nnd nee Lh
S A0iuWIL| R OaYs Ine Trmin Wil De Lpen o
uole Jibn A0S0 aun. 10 BaU pais AL & pla G
5 ?u-rhe bt 2d. eoll |’mﬁﬂml’ 0o oth :;: F L Y I N B 0 A T
Svoopdeve s wn’ excelien
“how the great work of wveern ar | I ! W
\ unncpmsdu uRITICA GO, 10 gain an A:.s!;m ;‘;: that FLE the y i ]
CANLD Lo dengat ol personal aravel, a e A "
wuvaia oo axr oian :nd ireignl, w0 oe ?n‘\’n ATLANTIC .
frsiasurea oL e Eapay A e e e T e Wonderful models of ths Empire Aying-boat,
i naer, ahd 1be IACLINCS WRICa ATy omured '“1 PP caiidRe iy e i Mr‘:‘m .yndl oungr >g
W, Hhe mtervating things, Experts to talk ;':
;’ ¢ par photographa of the Empire's ilrwnyl -"! 3
eomlm! " muou:. exml:!u atw | jarges m The Empire Exhibition Train l
sacaie minal pootogrs erait and air- - a
K ook Ahe. Suserang. fems jncitde; & | Ot . &t CHESTER (General’ Sm.o..)\ s
L .ana anfi manne Ay uase  kmpire’ nying | o Neo. 3 BAY. E
" boats, . ¢nsign air: liners, Mayo Composie | % SEFT. 8th and 3th, 16-30 a.m (o 8-39 ’- te
tne Lorenz bund wmnaing sysjem, | 5 Admittance: Twopence.
Ireraly wirgiess lnsusiinaon,; tne ; Orgamsed by
.mm.\h lpenny air man scaeme, ang!ipe x 53
s @l < Hanmbal ™ awr line . |MPERIAL AIBWAYS A
nese| exhibits are ‘oniy & few;, of rthe | b
* l.ncu ns of tne Empire Airwayd exHibi-.




June 2007 (Issue 31)

Imperial Airways Gazette

y
rn
s,
[y
ed
nd
of

[ATOPNE

‘| REMARKABLE FIGURES,: .

{ ablq and safe method of travelling. .

-engine, ‘440 h.p., . capable of a speed|of 115

at

o s CHESTERG [ s 5 -
3 = fo' Vs o vy
rogress Of Aviation lprlgnyed
. In’ Striking Manner, 7¢: -

S ‘ .

IR ‘Tuesday, .
|The Deputy Mayor (Mr. T. Davies-Jones)
to-day opened the Empire Alrways Exhibition,
which is being bald at the General Statlon
until Thursday next Mr, R. Waugh, a sensar

e of Imperidl Alrwayd, said, In & spesch
of welcome, that the object of the exhibition
was to ghew the . " made. In

and
) Iy her * mercaritile
marine; now she had the additional ald of the

air services, to link up all parts of the Emptre
in the shortest possible time/ Mr. - h
emphasised the fact that fiy| et

i3 & comfort-
ANCIENT AND MODERN. . - .

Mr. Davies-Jones thanked |the Imperisl
A y¥s Co, for bringing modern  an
exhibition to so anclent a city, and said that '
flying had a great future, He added that the
b!\;’;ay to prove how congenial flying is,
wo bewnvelupruemllmmp.mgm

alr-boat, ’ 3 e s
) seconded

|The Sherift (Mr. P. H, La
e vole of thanks, and mentioned that for

some time the Council had been thinking |

about having an air-port in Chester, 5o that
we should nov suffer from, “lagging behind”
in this respect. S R vzt
-{The Exhibition itself Is extremely ‘interest-
ing and well-carried out, There are models

of all the |latest meroplanes.- from" the |. -

Calpurnia, one of & fieet of 28 four-engined
flying boats to the giant four-engined land

'planes, in a fleet of 14. These flying:boats |

operate betw=en (his country, and .Durban,
India, and Australia, taking a week for'the
journey, and it 13 hoped that soon the journey'

will take only 4} days. The ts have two |:
decks, one for passengers and|Che other for
the crew and air-mail, which i3 stored in the

front cabin and the wings There §s-also a'
promenade cabin, where passefigers can walk
about- or.gaze out- at the. countty below.
There Is accommodation for 24 Passengers,

THE LAND 'PLANES.., , .-|

e land ‘plares are equipped with retract-
able under-carriages, and have every possible
aid to comfort and luxury. These.-'planes,
allowing for greater space for the mull @nd
for Individual
people. :

The next group of models shews the pro- ||

gress made since 1924, For instance, .there
is,the 1924 De Haviland ‘piane, with one

m.p.h., carrying eight passengers and 'a “ﬁ*
of three, and there is the 1937 model, with’
four englnes, 3,200 h.p., capable of & speed of
200 m.p.h,, carrying 40 passengers and & crew -
of eight, { i

el A L

passengers, can. carry 27 |-

oz EYRARRETESS

T TTTeeg R

———— ——

o

,ﬁ

- 2E

-

The Mayo composite aircraft is also shewn,

P e T

" - .

[

-y ——e

IR0 T A0H AN -

VA ApRe, | .

I.x:e Mayo composite alreraft Is also shewn,
n iswused for sending the matls ucross the
Atiantic, The smaller machine, Hampered
by the welght of Its malls, is unable to take
off by itself, and is Lhercfore, carried a
reasonable distance on Ity journey by a large.
‘plane.  When weather conditions permit, the
small 'planc takes off In mid-air, while the
large one flies back Lo its station.

The Hceracles, a  well-known acroplanc,
holds Lthe record of having done & million
miles of flying, Together with cight more
of Lhe same type, seven milllon miles ‘have
been flown, and  half-n-millilon  passengers
have been conveyed. ? .

i BLIND LANDING SYSTEM,
Another model shews the Lorenz  blind
Ianding system.  This system s one In which
a fixed wireless beam, cmitting signals, is
used Lo direct alreraflt down through fog on
to' acrodromes. Al modern aircraft fitjed
with this device "“fly down the wircless
beam,” anfl know when they are directly on
the beam by the signals recewved. " Thus |t
eliminates any wanger due to fog, and ensures
a safe ani “happyelanding 2 )
Another model shews an. airport which is
L, BE Ldl ap at Langstod AUrboUr, near Porla.
mouth. Here fAlying boats and land ‘pluncs
wiil be together, and a railway will be adjoin-
ing, so that the traveller need waste no time
in getting to his destinatjon .
The Imperial Alrways Co. are cager Lo get

their services recognised’ as the- steamship |

services are to-day The terms are Inclusive,
and Include all tips, hotel charges, transport
by car, ele, The visitor ta the exhibition has
every opportunity of learning all details about
Lhe services and the ‘planes.themselves, as

there are officials In charge who are pleased.

to! shew anyone round, snd there is. a Post
Office Officinl present to glve full
informsation about alr- malls This
travelling exhibition brings the, Empire air
routes to the provinces in ‘a:way never be:
fore-“possible.  Two rallway coaches have

been, re-modelled and re-equipped to ‘house |-

the exhibition, The interiors of the ‘coaches
have been so planned that not. a- foot of
space has been wasted, and ; exhibits and
slands have been arranged so that they are
casily accessible through .wide, s
ridors.  All models, exhibits and large-scale
photographs have been specially designed,

and “have .cost many hundreds .of -pounds.- *

The train is enlirely seif-contained. Light-
Ing, heallng and electrical power is suppled
by & generdling plant In the rear. Most of
the exhibits have been prepared for show. in
scparate cabincts, and are viewed through
wide angle “port-holes,” behind which  are
special {Hluminations, . : .

REMARKABLE FlGURBS,

Some -idea of the great strigles made .in
commerelal flying since 1924 can be gleaned
from the following figures. shewing the nume-
ber of letters sent by wir, the number. of
passengers, and the. total miles flown:— |
: L ¢ Letters, Passenigers. Miles Flown,
}9:: aode 212380 .. 11,395 .,  853.042

2 : T R
- {

Report above is from “The Chester Courant” of 8 September 1937.

Report on previous page is from “The Chronicle” (Chester) of 4 September 1937.

clous cor- |

-

;34000000 .. 4474 .. 5,083.139 |

h
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The British Post Office air mail advertising cards
Material provided by Laurence Kimpton

They just keep on coming! Following use of air mail advertising cards at the P.O. Exhibition in Nov./Dec. 1933 (shown
in Issue 29) and at the British Industries Fair, also in 1933 (shown in Issue 30), Laurence has kindly sent in copies of the
front and reverse of a card issued at the Ideal Home Exhibition in April 1934. The London F.S./Air Mail datestamp of 20
April and the Kuala Lumpur arrival datestamp of the 30th prove it was flown by service IE265; the second accelerated
service to Malaya. Thank you Laurence for sending in this unusual card.

BY AIR MAIL POST CARD

PAR AVION (BY AIR MAIL)

&Uutla /\“”‘f’“‘“’

— N Lal o D

USE THE

THE FASTEST MAIL X

QO. @’A&Z /Q‘; ¢ . POST OFFICE EXHIBIT,

IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION,
OLYMPIA, LONDON, W.14

botlat  ds fw e K &
Au /Lica Z1o1n «[7\@ o/(i(l
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Sudan air mail leaflet ~ Winter 1933-34
Material provided by John Oliver

John very kindly sent in the copies of this extremely scarce early Sudan air mail leaflet which provides very useful rate
information, which is not easily found.

e

SUDAN.
AIR*MAIL
| SERVICES BY
St i e o . IMPERIAL
application af any Post Office or from - AIRWAYS.
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS Lid. , RATES &

at

KHARTOUM, WADI HALFA, LATEST TIMES

JUBA, & MALAKAL,

—

i : 1

PARCELS MAY ALSO BE SENT 8Y {
AIR AS FREIGHT. FULL PARTICULARS ot 2
FROM ANY TRAVEL AGENT OR Fogs N
OFFICE OF THE COMPANY. | g r p—ipa, . .
i Winter 1933-4
Booklot Sudan No. 2 v y '.m:-U:ﬁI further nolice. ‘1
L— = s [ . . v

TIMES RATES

The latest times of posting are as follows -

S For Sotthy Ror Teaan The rates for letfers sent by Air Mail are as follows:-
{The rates include the ordinary posfage rates end
St MLk the Air Mail surcharge).
unday nda
WADI HALEA | o o . 11.00 e:“’ Comespondence can be accepted for Registration
on payment of regulation fee (Sudan & Egyp! 10 m/m,
ATBARA Saturday Saturday Foreign 20 m/m) in addition fo the rales quofed
6.00 p.m. 600 p.m. below.
Each
Saturday Saturday Firnt sdditzonal
WAD MEDANI 6.00 p.m 600 p.m. Tor 20 grammes 20 gremmos
GREAT BRITAIN. 25 Mms 23 Mmy
Friday Frida OTHER EUROPEAN ‘COUNTRIES . 30 23 .
PORT SUDAN £.00 400 Y 1RAD |(::Mt:véanl';uum fo Calre 5 23
2 i s o I}ﬁﬁ (oy B l,!zm-qho.u'!' e 38 |
| surface route o iro
EL OBEID Thursday Thursday and ::w alr fo Kom:hn) a0 . s .
600 p.m. 600 pm. INDIA (by air theoughout toKarachl) 0 . a8 .
Y o G s e
Sunday Sunday a1 : e 53
OEBEL AULIA) 'S09 pir: 400 p.m. aifé:lfw CONGO by it 10 Tobs o5 oy
only A - » >
BELGIAN CONGO (Infernal) . . 80 a3 |
KHARTOUM | Sunday Stnday SELOIAN CONGO (Prov.. of Ke-
8.00 p.m. 8.00 p.m, E}Bo gv '-xlf 1o Brokon Hill and =
LoANDA, KENVA & TANGANYIKA 28 & 23 .
MALAKAL Monday Sunday ODESIA 30 | e .
7145 am, 745 a.m: soum AFRICA ; . A%, 33
eeiop i
4] o8,
JUBA Monday Saturday e:ch oddll?onnl 30 grs
6.30 p.m, 630 p.m, 20 Mms.
Remember fo affix a biue "Air Mail”® label o your

NOTE - megistered correspondanca mus! be po:lhd one or
two hours befora ora y corr

letter, or mark if plainly "By Air Mail “.

P
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Imperial Airways station handstamps ~ Kano

The first of the station handstamps were illustrated three years ago in Issue 25, June 2004 (P. 46-47). These were of
Cape Town and Lindi. In Issue 26 (P. 50-51) new finds for Karachi and Khartoum were illustrated in colour, together
with the two previous ones. Then in Issue 29 (P. 33) a Germiston handstamp was illustrated and now shown below (full
size) is an [.A. handstamp for Kano (struck in violet) which is that of the subsidiary company Imperial Airways (Nigeria
& Gold Coast Ltd.), registered on 12 August 1935 to operate the West African service. The cover was never posted and
must have been delivered by hand to Mr. R.R. Jones, who was an Elder Dempster Lines agent, whose company was

By Peter Wingent

responsible for the ground organisation for the air service in West Africa.
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From Kuala Lumpur to Cape Town via K.L..M. and L A.
By Keith Elliot

The cover illustrated, from Kuala Lumpur dated 23 October 1933, was carried by the Malayan west coast railway down
to Singapore (backstamped 24 Oct. 1933) from where it was destined to be flown by K.L.M.

The K.L.M. service from the Dutch East Indies to Europe had regularly called at Singapore since May 1933. The aircraft
destined to carry the letter was a Fokker F MK XVIII, registered PH-AIQ and named Kwartel (In English: ‘Quail.” The
Dutch named all their aircraft after birds).

The flight (No. 150 from the D.E.I.) left Medan on 25 October 1933, crewed by Te Roller, van Balkom, Bruynesteyn and
Jaaf. The aircraft carried 274 kilos of mail. She probably left Singapore on the 25th bound for Alor Star in Kedan State,
making sixteen further landfalls before reaching Cairo (backstamp 31 October).

The letter was unloaded at Cairo to be picked up by I.A. service no. AS140, flown in turn by HP42 Hanno, AW XV
Atalanta and AW XV Andromeda, arriving in Cape Town on 11 November (backstamp 11th). Finally, it was sent by

surface mail to Strand (backstamp 13 Nov.).

The 88 cents franking comprises 80 cents per half ounce air mail fee and 8 cents for first ounce surface rate.
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Keith also provided a K.L.M. route map below of the D.E.I. service which goes well not only with his cover,
but also serves to illustrate the route which was the subject of the previous article on Czech mail to the east.

Imperial Airways Gazette
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Post cards and covers
Material provided by Keith Elliot

On this and page 29 are shown a selection of post cards sent to me by Keith, for which many thanks for
sharing these hard to find items.

MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.K

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

(a]

asualties. Short Bros. $.23 '‘Empire’ Flying Boats reqistered G-ADVA and G-AETW
named Capricornus™ and ‘Calpurnia” respectively. Both aircraft were flying eastwards
from the UK when on her maiden flight "Capricornus’ crashed into the Beaujolais Mts,

in France (24.3,37), Calpurnia crashed on Lake Habamyeh, Iraq. (27.11.38)

ﬁ
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The two cards shown on this page feature at fop: the H.P. W10 City of Pretoria (G-EBMR) and at bottom:
the Qantas DH 50J] Hippomenes (VH-ULG).
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Finally, Keith sent two very interesting early wartime covers. I hope he will not mind that I have added some detail in
addition to his comment that the top one is, “A very early censored cover.” Indeed it is Keith: Konrad Morenweiser, in
his book, “British Empire Civil Censorship Devices, World War II, British Asia,” notes that “Postal and Telegraphic
Censorship was fully established at Singapore on the 1st September 1939.” The censor handstamp on Keith’s cover is
known used from 1 Sept. 1939 to 5 June 1940. I am sure an example of the second day of use is extremely desirable and
not easily found. In addition, the cover was flown by service SW167, which was the last westbound service to “old
normal operations.” (See page 4 of the I.A. Traffic Notice shown on page 34). Thus it is an important cover on two
counts. Service SW167 departed Singapore 3 Sept., flown by Centaurus to Karachi (arr. 5th); then flown to Poole by
Clyde (dep. Karachi 7th — 1 day late; arr. Poole 11th — 2 days late after further delay at Corfu. Reasons for delays
unknown). Finally, the cover is franked at the 8 cents per half ounce E.A.M.S. rate which was changed to 55 cents per
half ounce wartime rate a few days later (not sure of exact date — can anyone provide it?).

\
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Cover posted Kota Bharu, 26 Sept. 1939, franked at the 55 cents per %: oz. wartime rate.
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Imperial Airways Traffic Notice (War Issue) No. 2
By Peter Wingent (see Editorial for introduction)

co}m ST GI o =L LASSY w—vmpv e S =l
SRR TMPERTAL ATRWAYS/ERITISH ATRWAYS

TRAFPFIC NOTICE (WAR ISSUE) - NO.2.

T

Date of issue: 8th September 1939 2 ‘ 15 pa.ges 7 shcets
Para, 3, *" JORKING TTUETABLES - BUPIRE SERVICES (m.ﬂomm mcch)
AUTUMN 1959 |

THIS TRAFFIC NOTICE CANCELS TRAFFIC NOTICE' o, 453 PARA,1350
DATED 3rd APRIL 1939 -

AMEND TNDEX ENTRIES. UNDE

IPIRE SERVICES

- TIMET.BIES (WORKING) -~
W - WORKING TIMETABLES - IPIRE SERVICES:
E - BPIRE SERVICES - WORKING TIMETABLES
W - WEST AFRICA SERVICE =~ WORKING TIMET.BLES
P - -

FiR EAST SERVICE WORKING TIMETABLES

Juthority for issue:- OFERATIONS MAN/GER
JND TRAFFIC JIINLGER

- - — - " - -

IMPORTLNT  NOTES

1. The circulation of this Traffic Notice is restricted. See lagt
page for Circulation IList,

2. Due to the present: Natn.onal Emergency the. Enpire Services will be
res»ncted until further notice, to the following opecrations:=-

A Vg

Two services weekly United Kingdom - Sydney . 2 ¥
One service "  United Kingdom = Durban %‘g'
e Tt " United Kingdom - Kisumi )
" One " "' Bangkok =~ 'Hong Kong 3 Diana
5 5L L.- e One,,\, ? = )]" Ktw.rtown » Takoradi Landplane

3 The all-:ﬁﬁ *ﬁail schame has ‘been suspendcd and mn.ls mll be carried
) until further notice on & surchargeé basis.

Ordimry ﬁassebgers will be booked, but while notification will be
made to them at the time of booking that their accommodation must be sub-
Jéot to cancellation without notice prior to embarkation they should not
bé informed tm +they are J;iable to be Jettisoned in transit although the
power to do so would natu - remain and might have to be exercised in
order to acoommndate mportan Govemment ofi‘icmls.

i

....'5.' Jl.n. -

| 5, troli Seating Allotn}ents will of course be published sepmtoh

6. ' For reasons of safety the schedules for the new curtailed programme
'. a.re not. to be published; and strict adherence to scheduls is unlikely.
The Post Offioe Wil }mwever ‘notify the latést posting dates to the publie,

7

It is eocpected that the maximum mail load over any(flying-boat)
b roxmately 1000 kge., ‘and that 14/15 passenger seats
“boats thorefore operate at all times with
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3 (continued) TRAFFIC NOTICE (WAR ISSUE) N0.2. PEE 2.

10,

11,

12.

' Wednesdays.,

14.

154

The flymg-boat routes will, until further notice, con-
tinué to be as hitherto, as will also the Far East and West
Africa routes,

The two Sydney Eastbound services will leave the United
Kingdom on Thursdays and Sundays, commencing with S.E.175 on

' Thursday, 7th September. The two Sydney Westbound services

will leave Sydney on Wednesdays and Saturdays, commencing
with S.W.162 on Wednesday, 6th September.

] The Kisumu Southbound service will leave the United
Kingdom on Wednesdays, commencing with X.S.115 on Wednesday,
6th Séptember, The Kisumu Northbound service will leave
Kisumi on Thursdays, commencidg with K,N.115 which would
normally have left Kisumu on Thursday, 7th September, but
this one service will, for special reasons, not leave Kisumu
until Friday, 8th September,

The Durban Southbound service will leave the United
Kingdom on Saturdays, commencing with D,S.229 on Saturday,
9th September. The Durban Northbound service will leave
Durban on Saturdays, commencing with D.N,229 on Saturday,
9th September.

41t ot e

The Bangkok - Hong Kong service will be once weekly in
each direction, ex Bangkok on Sundays and ex Hong Kong on

The B.H. service will connect with the S.E, service ex
U.K, on Sunday due Eangkok on Saturday, and with the S.W.
service ex Sydney on Saturday due Bangkok on Wednesday.

i The H. B. service will connsot with the S.W. service ex
Sydney on Saturday due Bangkok on Wednesday, and with the
8.E. service ex U.K., on Thursday due Bangkok on Wednesday.

The West Africa service will continue to be once weekly
in each direction, ex Khartoum on Sundays, and ex Takoradi

en Mondays.

The K.L./L.T. service will conneot with the K.S. service
ex U.K. en Wednesday due Khartoum Saturday.

The T.L./L.K. service will connect with the K.N. service
ex Kisumu Thursday ex Khartoum Friday, .

The nightstopsBastbound and Westbound are:- larseilles,
Corfu, Alexandria, Basra, Lorachi, Calcutta, Bangkok, Singapore,

Sourabaya, Darwin and 'fownsville,

il

The nightsteps Soutibound and Northbound are:- Marseilles,

Corfu, Alexandria, Khartoum, Kisumu and Mozambique.
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3 (continued)

TRAFFIC NOTICE @R ISSUE) NO.2. - PAGE 3.

The timetables detailed hereafter will come into

force with the following services:=

QUTWARD BOUND

.5.115 ex United Kingdom Wednesgday 6th September
.E.175 ex United Kingdom Thursday 7th September
85.229 ex United Kingdom Saturday 9th September
+E.176 ex United Kingdom Sunday 10th September
H
L

HwnronA

.169 ex Bangkok Sunday = 17th September
.189 ex Khartoum Sunday  10th September
L.T. 21 ex Lagos Tucsday 12th Scptember

L.T.20 operates from ILagos to Takoradi on Monday
11th September. This operation on #ondays is in
effect a Redistribution Flight necessary in order
to place an aircraf't in position at Takoradi for
the T.L./L.X. service ex Takoradi ldondays.

HOMEWARD BOUND

¢

S.W.169 ex Sydney Wednesday 6th September
K.N.115 ex Kisum Thursday  7th September
D.N.222 ex Durban Saturday  Sth September
S5.W.170 ex Sydney Saturday  9th September
H.B.167 ex Fong Xong Wednesday 13th September
T.L. 20 ex Tekoradi Monday 11th September
L.K.189 ex Iagos Tuesday 12th September

Actually K.N.115 will leavd Kisumu on Friday, 8th
September, one day late,

T.L.21 operates from Takoradi to Lagos on Wednesday
13th September, This nperation on Wednesdays is
in effect a Redistribution Flight necessary to place
the aircraft at Lagos for maintenance prior to it's
"Redistribution Flight" to Takoradi on Monday (See
Note x above),

The following is a list of the final old normal

operations;s=

OUTWARD BOUND

K.S.114 ex Southampton Friday ist September
D.S.228 ex Soutnarpion Saturdey  2nd September
S.E.174 ex Southamgten Sunday >rd September
C.E.161 ex United Fingdom llonday 4th September
B.H.168 ex Bangkok Thursday  7th Septerber
K.L.188 ex Khartoum Sunday 5rd September
L.T. 19 ex Iagos Tuesday 5th September
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3 (continued) ' TRAFFIC NOTICE (VAR ISSUE) NO.2.  PAGE 4.

HOLEWARD BOUND

S.W.167
C.W.158

1"

D
K
AT g,
T
L

ron{

ex
cx
ey
exX
ex
(52.4
ex
ex

Sydney
Galevitda
Xaraoshi
FRRARD TNl
K:'l.:ﬂ):'f‘ u

¥,
Hong ¥Fong
TakoraCi
Iagos

Chursday 31st August

Saturday  2nd September
Sunday 3rd September
Sunday 3rd September
Friday i1st September
Friday 1st September
Wednesday ©6th September
Thursday 7th September

"A" Connecting at Banglrok with S,W,166, although the
duplicatirg Dians, having been delayed, connected
with S.W.1€7.

"B" Connecting at Khartoum with D,N.229 ex Khartoum
Tucsday 12th Seplember, the latter being the first
of the new D,N. services and no scervice having
nperated from Durban on Thursday 7th September.

The next nine pages of the Traffic Notice contained the timetables in a very large format. To save space, 1
have retyped them in a more concise form but retaining all the information. Times given are L.S.T.

I will also include below subsequent changes of timetables from later Traffic Notices which will provide
readers with timetables which applied until April 1940. I will include these in the next Gazette

West Africa service.  Applied from KL189/LT21 (10 Sept.) & TL20/LK189 (11 Sept.)
(Connected in both directions with KS/KN services).

08.00 dep.
10.45  dep.
Sunday 14.35 deg.
16.15 arr.
06.30  dep.
10.35 dep.
Monday 1230  dep.
15.10 arr.
07.00 dep.
08.20 dep.
09.50  dep.
Tuesday 11.40  dep.
1310  dep.
14.30 arr.
15.00 dep.
16.00 arr.

KHARTOUM
EL OBEID
EL FASHER
EL GENEINA
EL GENEINA
FORT LAMY
MAIDUGURI
KANO
KANO
KADUNA
MINNA
OSHOGBO
LAGOS
ACCRA
ACCRA
TAKORADI

arr. 14.30
dep. 1230
dep. 0855 I'hursday
dep. 06.30

ar. 17.10
dep. 11.50
dep. 10.10 Wednesday
dep. 07.00

arr. 16.40
dep. 1535
dep. 14.20 Tuesday
dep. 11.00
dep. 07.20

arr. 17.35

Mond

dep.  16.30 iz

The connection of the West Africa service with KS/KN services changed after only a few weeks (in early
October) to connection with DS/DN services. The new timetable was given in Traffic Notice No. W.4, dated

13 Sept. and is shown on the next page.
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West Africa service.

Applied from KL193/LT27 (04 Oct.) & TL25/LK192 (29 Sept.)
(Connected in both directions with DS/DN services).

06.00 dep.
08.00 dep.
Wednesday 10.52 dep.
12.27 arr.
13.17 dep.
16.10 arr.
06.30 dep.
07.58 dep.
10.18 arr.
musan 118 %
13.41 dep.
15.26 dep.
16.26 arr.
07.00 dep.
. 07.55 arr.
Friday 0825 dep.
09.30 arr.

KHARTOUM
EL OBEID
EL FASHER
EL GENEINA
EL GENEINA
FORT LAMY
FORT LAMY
MAIDUGURI
KANO
KANO
KADUNA
MINNA
OSHOGBO
LAGOS
LAGOS
ACCRA
ACCRA
TAKORADI

arr, 15.01
dep. 13.05
dep. 09.26 Monday
dep. 07.00

arr. 16.48
dep. 11.35

arr. 1105 Sunday
dep. 09.52
dep. 06.45

ar. 16.35
dep. 15.28
dep. 14.08

), = Saturday
dep. 10.53

arr. 09.53
dep. 07.00

arr. 17.05 Friday
dep. 16.00

Africa service. Applied from KS115 (6 Sept.); DS229 (9 Sept.); KN115 (7 Sept.) & DN229 (9 Sept.)

Wednesday 09.00 dep.
& 12.22 dep.
Saturday 15.53 arr,
07.45 dep.
Thursday 1205  dep.
Sur? e 14.59 dep.
Y 16.55  arr.
08.00  dep.
Friday 10.18  dep.
& 12.08  dep.
Monday 15.34 arr.
06.30 dep.
Saturday 08.03  dep.
& 10.51 dep.
Tuesday 13.23  dep.
15.38 dep.
17.12 arr,
05.15 dep.
Sunday 06.49  dep.
& 08.59 dep.
Wednesday 11.55 dep.
15.39 dep.
16.47 arr.
06.00 dep.
07.42 dep.
Thursday 10.38 dep.
12.368 dep.
14.51 dep.
16.42 arr.
05.30 dep.
08.32 dep.
Friday 10.36 dep.
14.36 dep.
16.58 arr.

POOLE/SO'TON.

BISCAROSSE
MARSEILLES
MARSEILLES
BRACCIANO
BRINDISI
CORFU
CORFU
ATHENS
SUDA BAY
ALEXANDRIA
ALEXANDRIA
CAIRO
LUXOR
WADI HALFA
KAREIMA
KHARTOUM
KHARTOUM
KOSTI
MALAKAL
JUBA
PORT BELL
KISUMU
KISUMU
NAIVASHA
MOMBASA

DAR ES SALAAM

LINDI
MOZAMBIQUE
MOZAMBIQUE

QUELIMANE
BEIRA
L.MARQUES
DURBAN

arr.  15.37 Friday
dep. 12.07 &
dep. 08.30 Monday
arr. 1430
dep. 1236 Thur;day
dep. 09.30
dep. 09.00 Sunday
arr.  15.53
dep. 14.07 Wed’;’s"ay
dep. 12.13
dep. 0800 Saturday
arr. 18.13
dep. 17.04 Tuesday
dep. 14.08 &
dep. 11.34 Friday
dep. 09.14
dep. 07.00
arr. 17.19
dep. 16.09 Morai‘day
dep. 13.49
dep. 1050 . Thursday
dep. 08.39
dep. 07.00
arr, 15.53
dep. -
dep. 1243 Sunday
dep. 10.42
dep. 08.29
dep. 04.30
arr.  17.49
dep. 15.15
dep. 12.53 Saturday
dep. 08.58
dep. 06.15
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Africa service. Outward services applied from KS125 (15 Nov.) & DS239 (18 Nov.).
Inward services applied from KN127 (01 Dec.). DN/DS services south of Kisumu unchanged.

Wednesday 08.00 dep. SO'TON./POOLE arr.  15.35 Friday
& 1245  dep. BISCAROSSE dep. 11.50 &
Saturday 15.15  arr, MARSEILLES dep. 08.15 Tuesday

Thursday 08.45 dep. MARSEILLES arr, 1430
& 1320  dep. BRACCIANO dep. 1235 Thursday
Sunday 15.45  arr. BRINDISI dep. 09.30 &
07.00  dep. BRINDISI arr,  09.00 Monday
Friday . - CORFU dep.  08.00
& - - CORFU arr. 1553
Monday 1115  dep. ATHENS dep. 1405  VVednesday
13.05  dep. SUDA BAY dep. 12.15 Su’f‘ 2
16.30  arr. ALEXANDRIA dep.  08.00 i
0630 dep ALEXANDRIA arr. 1815
Saturday 08.05 dep. CAIRQO dep. 17.05 Tuesday
& 10.50  dep. LUXOR dep. 14.10 &
Tuesday 1325  dep. WADI HALFA dep. 11.35 Saturday
1540  dep. KAREIMA dep. 09.15
17.10  arr. KHARTOUM dep. 07.00
05.15  dep. KHARTOUM arr.  17.20
Sunday 06.50  dep. KOSTI dep. 16.10 Monday
& 09.00  dep. MALAKAL dep. 13.50 &
Wednesday 11.55  dep. JUBA dep. 1050 Friday
1540  dep. PORT BELL dep. 08.40
16.45  arr. KISUMU dep. 07.00

Calcutta service. The last Calcutta services to “old normal operations” were CW159 (06 Sept.) and CE161
(04 Sept.). After this the service was suspended until mid-October. the following timetable applied from
service CW160 (13 Oct.) and CE162 (13 Oct.)

09.30  dep. HESTON arr.  14.30
Friday 12.55 dep. BORDEAUX dep. 11.35 Thursday
1500  arr. MARSEILLES dep.  09.00
07.45  dep. MARSEILLES arr.  14.40
Saturday 1415  dep. TUNIS dep. 11.25 Wednesday
15.40 arr. MALTA dep. 09.00
08.00 dep. MALTA arn. 14.00
Sunday 14.15 dep. SOLLUM dep. 10.45 Tuesday
16.00  arr. ALEXANDRIA dep. 08.00
04.00 dep. ALEXANDRIA arr. 17.00
08.25  dep. LYDDA dep. 13.20
Monday 1310  dep. H. 3 dep. 1035 Moaday
16.10 arr. BAGHDAD dep. 06.30
06.00 dep. BAGHDAD ar.  17.30
09.35  dep. BASRA dep. 14.15
Tuesday 1410  dep. BAHREIN deg. 09.50 Sunday
17.55 arr. SHARJAH dep. 06.00
07.00 dep. SHARJAH arr.  18.50
Wednesday 13.40 dep. JIWANI dep. 13.55
17.10  arr. KARACHI dep. 09.30 Saturday
06.00 dep. KARACHI arr. 08.30
09.20 arr, JODHPUR dep. 05.00
09.50  dep. JODHPUR arr,  18.00
Thursday 4900  gep. DELHI dep. 15.10
15.20 dep. CAWNPORE dep. 12.20
16.20  arr. ALLAHABAD dep. 11.00 Friday
07.00 dep. ALLAHABAD arr, 10.30
Friday 09.15 dep. GAYA dep. 08.35

11.50 arr. CALCUTTA dep. 06.00
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Calcutta service. Became twice-weekly commencing with CW163 (01 Nov.) and CE165 (30 Oct.)

Friday 09.30 dep. HESTON arr. 14.30 Friday
& 1255  dep. BORDEAUX dep. 11.35 &
Monday 1500  arr. MARSEILLES dep. 09.00 Tuesday
Saturday 07.45 dep. MARSEILLES arr.  14.40 Thursday
& 14.15  dep. TUNIS dep. 11.25 &
Tuesday 1540  arr. MALTA dep. 09.00 Monday

Sunday 08.00 dep. MALTA arr.  14.00 Wednesday
& 1415  dep. SOLLUM dep. 1045 &
Wednesday 16.00  arr. ALEXANDRIA dep. 08.00 Sunday
04.00 dep. ALEXANDRIA arr.  17.00
M°';d3Y 08.25  dep. LYDDA dep. 13.20 Tueé"ay
13.10 dep. H.3 dep. 10.35
TUsd 840,  en: BAGHDAD deg. 0g30  oawrday
06.00 dep. BAGHDAD arr, 17.30
T”e;day 00.35  dep. BASRA dep. 14,15 Monday
i 1410  dep. BAHREIN dep. 09.50 Fri?ia
17.55  arr. SHARJAH dep.  06.00 y
Wednesday 07.00 dep. SHARJAH arr.  16.50
& 13.40 gep, JIVWANI dep. 13.55 Sunday
Saturday 17.10 arr. KARACHI dep. 09.30 &
06.00  dep. KARACHI arr. 08.30 Thursday
— 09.20  arr. JODHPUR dep. 05.00
y y 09.50  dep. JODHPUR arr.  18.00
Sunday 13.00 dep. DELHI dep. 15.10
15.20 dep. CAWNPORE dep. 12.20 Saturday
16.20  arr. ALLAHABAD dep. 11.00 &
Friday 07.00  dep. ALLAHABAD arr. 1030  Wednesday
& 09.15  dep. GAYA dep. 08.35
Monday 11.50 ar. CALCUTTA dep 06.00

Hong Kong service. Applied from BH169 (17 Sept.) and HB169 (13 Sept.)

05.00 dep. BANGKOK arr.  16.42
07.50  dep. UDORN dep. 14.29
Sunday 1057  dep. HANOI dep. 11.14  Wednesday

13.58  dep. FORT BAYARD dep. 08.30

1714  arr. HONG KONG dep. 07.00
Connections:
Sunday service from Bangkok: SE service ex UK Sun., due Bangkok Sat. SW service ex Sydney Sat., due Bangkok Wed.
Wednesday service from H.Kong: SE service ex UK Thurs., due Bangkok Wed. SW service ex Sydney Sal., due Bangkok Wed.

Hong Kong service. Became twice-weekly commencing with BH172 (05 Oct.) and HB172 (01 Oct.)

05.00  dep. BANGKOK arr. 16.42
Sunday 07.50  dep. UDORN dep. 14.29 Wednesday
& 10.57  dep. HANOI dep. 11.14 &
Thursday 13.58  dep. FORT BAYARD dep.  08.30 Sunday

17.14 arr. HONG KONG dep. 07.00
Connections:
Sunday service from Bangkok: SE service ex UK Thurs., due Bangkok Wed. SW service ex Sydney Sat., due Bangkok Wed.
Thursday service from Bangkok: SE service ex UK Sun., due Bangkok Fri. SW service ex Sydney Sat., due Bangkok Wed.
Wed. service from H.Kong: SW service ex Sydney Sat., ex Bangkok Thurs. SE service ex UK Thurs., ex Bangkok Thurs.

Sunday service from H.Kong: SW service ex Sydney Wed., ex Bangkok Mon. SE service ex UK Thurs., ex Bangkok Thurs.
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Australia service.

Thursday 09.00 dep.
& 1322 dep.
Sunday 15.53 arr,
. 07.45 dep.
Friday 12.05  dep.
& 1459  dep.
Monday 16.55  ar.
08.00 dep.
Saturday 10.18  dep.
& 12.08  dep.
Tuesday 15.34 arr.
07.00 dep.
5“’;’8)' 10.05  dep.
14.47  dep.
Wednesday 1353 g
04.30  dep.
Monday 07.52 dep.
& 11.02 dep.
Thursday 16.03  dep.
18.23 arr.
05.30 dep.
Tuesday 09.09  dep.
& 11.38  dep.
Friday 13.52  dep.
17.21 aur.
06.45 dep.
Wednesday 1926  dep.
& 13.17 dep.
Saturday 16.33 at
08.00 dep.
Thursday 10.38  dep.
5 & : 1340  dep.
e 16.36 arr.,
08.00  dep.
Ff'gay 09.45 dep.
1310  dep.
Monday 16.05  arr.
05.30 dep.
Saturday 09.40 deg.
&
12.50 dep.
Tuesday 18.10 arr;.J
06.00 dep.
Sur;day 09.40  dep.
1325  dep.
Wednesday 1590 o
06.30 dep.
M°‘;"3V 1015  dep.
12.55  dep.
Thursday 1548 o

Australia service.

POOLE/SOTON.
BISCAROSSE
MARSEILLES
MARSEILLES

BRACCIANO
BRINDISI
CORFU
CORFU
ATHENS
SUDA BAY
ALEXANDRIA
ALEXANDRIA
TIBERIUS
HABBANIYEH
BASRA
BASRA
BAHREIN
DUBAI
JIWANI
KARACHI
KARACHI
RAJ SAMAND
GWALIOR
ALLAHABAD
CALCUTTA
CALCUTTA
AKYAB
RANGOON
BANGKOK
BANGKOK
KOH SAMUI
PENANG
SINGAPORE
SINGAPORE
KLABAT BAY
BATAVIA
SOURABAYA
SOURABAYA
BIMA
KOEPANG
DARWIN
DARWIN
GROOTE EYLANDT
KARUMBA
TOWNSVILLE
TOWNSVILLE
GLADSTONE
BRISBANE
SYDNEY

Applied from SE175 (07 Sept.) & SW169 (06 Sept.)

arr. 1537 Sunday

dep. 12.07 &

dep. 08.30 Wednesday
. 14,

daer; 12 £ Saturday
: ' &

dep. 09.30

dep.  08.00 Tuesday

arr, 15.63 .

dep. 14.07 anay

dep. 1213 Monda

dep. 08.00 Yy

arr. 15.48

dep. 13.02 Thu:day

dep. 08.57

d:g. 07.00 Sunday

arr. 16.55

dep. 1438  Wednesday

dep. 1217 &

dep. 1027 Saturday

dep. 07.30

arr. 17.17

dep. 1401 Tuesday

dep. 11.30 '&

dep. 08.10 Friday

dep. 05.30

arr., 16.01

dep. 14.01 Mogday

dep. 11.08

deﬁ. 0830 Thursday

arr. 16.48

dep. 14.34 S“';dav

Gon  og Wednesday

arr. 13.45

dep. 11.45 Sattgdav

dep. 09.35

deg. 06.00 Tuesday

ar. 15.00 ]

dep. 12.30 F"gav

dep. 09.15

deg. 06.30 Monday

arr. 16.10

dep. 13.15 Thursday

dep.  10.30 &

dep.  07.00 Sunday

arr.  16.50

dep. 1345  Wednesday

dep. 11.05 s &

dep. 07.00 aturday

Applied from SE195 (16 Nov.). SW services unaltered. the only change to SE services

was the nightstop at Corfu was substituted for one at Brindisi and calls at Corfu were discontinued. Thus only
the Poole — Alexandria section is shown below.

Thursday 08.00 dep
& 12.45 dep.
Sunday 15.15 arr
Friday 08.45 dep.
& 13.20 dep.
Monday 15.45 arr.
07.00  dep.
Saturday - .
&
11.15 dep.
Tusaday 13.05  dep.
16.30 arr.

POOLE/SO'TON.
BISCAROSSE
MARSEILLES
MARSEILLES

BRACCIANO
BRINDISI
BRINDISI

CORFU
CORFU
ATHENS
SUDA BAY
ALEXANDRIA

arr. 15.35 Sunday
dep. 11.50 &
dep. 08.15 Wednesday
arr. 14.30
dep. 12.35 Saturday
dep.  09.30 &
arr. 09.00 Tuesday
dep. 08.00
arr. 15.55 y
dep.  14.05 Friday
dep. 12.15 &
dep.  08.00 Monday
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Checklist of Tuck postcards of Imperial Airways aircraft
By Duncan Crewe

A table of Short Empire flying boats featured on Tuck postcards sent in by Duncan was shown on page 35 of
the June 2006 issue of the Gazette and some additions, mainly from Keith Elliot, were shown on page 29 of
the December 2006 issue. Duncan has now gathered more information from sources outside our group and
has sent in the updated table shown below. Comparison with the original shows clearly that much progress
has been made but, of course, any further additions will be welcomed.

Short Empire flying boats
S523s Registration Card No
Canopus® G-ADHL Taking off port ahead ==k 38
Centaurus* G-ADUT Taking off starboard rear = 39
~Canopus G-ADHL Flying from below port side 40
Cassiopeia G-ADUX In flight viewed from below 41
Castor G-ADUW Aerial view above port side taxiing 42
Capella G-ADUY Moored portside with launch 43
Caledonia* G-ADHM In flight starboard below 44
Cambria* G-ADUV Moored from starboard 45
Cavalier G-ADUU Below port in air i 46
Cygnus G-ADUZ Take off left Bastin list 47
Capricomnus G-ADVA Bastin list 48
Corsair G-ADVB Take off left Bastin list 49
Courtier G-ADVC Moored from ahead port side 50
Challenger G-ADVD In flight viewed from below Bastin list | 51
Centurion G-ADVE In flight port side 52
Calpurnia | G-AETW Taking off starboard view 53
Ceres ) G-AETX Aerial view above coastline 54
Coriolanus* G-AETV (VH-ABG) | In flight port above 55
Cassiopeia G-ADUX Bastin list 56
Castor G-ADUW Water left Bastin list 57T#
Cambria G-ADUV Bastin list 59
Challenger* G-ADVD Portside moored 61
Centurion G-ADVE Water left Bastin list 62 H
Calpumia G-AETW Air left front Bastin list 63
Céres: G-AETX ‘Take off right Bastin list 64
~Coriolanus G-AETV Bastin list 65
Corinthian (Cotswold) G-AEUF Water right Bastin list 6o
Corinna G-AEUC Water left Bastin list 678
Cordelia* G-AEUD Starboard side moored 68
_Cameronian (Cairngorm) G-AEUE Bastin list 69
Circe* G-AETZ Taking off port side view 703
Calypso G-AEUA Bastin list 71
Clio G-AETY Ground right Galilee Bastin list 72
Camilla G-AEUB Bastin list 73
Coriolanus G-AETV . Moored starboard side NN
Cordelia G-AEUD Moored port side NN
Calypso® G-AEUA Cutaway from port side NN
Cavalier* G-ADUU Central vignette in 5 shots NN

NN in column 4 indicates that the card is so far only reported without a number.
# after the number in column 4 indicates that the card exists both with and without a number.

* after name indicates that Duncan has a copy of the card.
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Post cards of Imperial Airways aircraft
By Duncan Crewe

Duncan’s long-running series continues here with cards featuring Handley Page aircraft. As I mentioned in
the Editorial, those shown here are just a small beginning to HP aircraft; future issues will contain many more.
Readers may or may not have realised that Duncan is producing this series in the alphabetical order of aircraft
type names. As it already spans six years, the following provides a quick reference to aircraft already shown:

June 2001  Issue 19 AW Argosy (Dec. 2001 Issue 20 Additional Argosy cards from Bill Legg)
Dec. 2002  Issue 22 AW XV Atalanta

June 2004  Issue 25 Avro 652 and AW 27

Dec. 2004  Issue 26 Bristol 62, DH34, DH50, DH66 and DH86

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W8b

The Handley Page W8b was developed from the prototype W8 which had flown for the first time
on 4 December 1919. The improved W8b was ordered by the Air council in November 1921 and
by June of the following year three aircraft were in service with Handley Page Transport Ltd on
the Paris and Brussels routes from Croydon. All three aircraft, Princess Mary, Prince George and
Prince Henry passed to Imperial airways when the airline was formed in April 1924, Princess
Mary was lost in a crash at Abbeville in February 1928 while the other two aircraft were scrapped
in Febroary 1931

Handley Page W8b Prince Henry: published by CH Price Ltd of Croydon

Handley Page W8b
Length 60ft lin
Span 75t Oin
Engines Two 350hp rolls Royce Eagles
Cruising speed 101 mph
Range 500 miles
Crew 2

Passengers 12-14
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W8

Handley Page W8 prototype G-EAPJ — published by Handley Page Transport Ltd

e ———

HANDLEY PAGE PASSENGER AEROPLANE

W 8 interior published by Nostalgia Postcards
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W8b

Three improved versions of the W8 were ordered by the Air council in November 1921 and by
June the following year were in service with Handley Page Transport limited as Princess Mary,
Prince George and Prince Henry. The aircraft passed to Imperial Airways on its formation in 1924

Handley Page W8b Princess Mary: published by Handley Page Transport Ltd

HANDLEY PAGE TWIN ENGINE PASSENGER AEROPLANE.

\

Handley Page W8b Princess Mary: published by Imperial Airways Ltd

AN IMPERIAL AIRWAYS PASSENGER AEROPLANE.
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W8b

Handley Page W8b Princess Mary: published in France by Farineau
The card shows the aircraft at Le Bourget in the early dark blue livery of Impenal Airways
Princess Mary was lost in a crash at Abbeville in February 1928

Service PARIS-LONDRES (Haxownr-Pace) 14 passagers

Handiey Page W8b Prince George: published by Croydon Library Services
The card shows the aircraft at Croydon in the later silver livery of Imperial Airways. Prince
George was scrapped in February 1931.

CROYDON AERODAROME 1024 HANDLEY PAGE WBb CROYDON PUBLIC LIBRARIES
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page W8b

The cards show Prince George in the later silver Imperial Airways livery.

Handley Page W8b Prince George: published by Tucks for Imperial Airways

AN _IMPERIAL AIRWAYS PASSENGER AEROPLANE

Handley Page W8b Prince George: published by C H Price




