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Editorial 
 
Another six months, another Gazette; hey ho, doesn’t time fly?  I hope each of you will find some items of 
interest within.  I think you will because the content is diverse and once again, my grateful thanks to all of the 
contributors.  We must also be grateful that the loss to education caused by Duncan Crewe’s retirement is very 
much our gain: no less than four contributions by this now carefree young aerophilatelist!  The postcards 
shown in this issue featuring I.A. Handley Page aircraft are just the beginning of the series on this type.  
Duncan sent me 37 pages of cards and there was only space to make a small start in this issue but I intend to 
use them in larger quantities in the next two issues. 
 
I was very heartened by your response to my survey of your interest in wartime services.  Many thanks to all 
of you who replied.  A number of you said that although your collecting interests do not extend into the war 
period, you have no objections to it being included in future Gazettes.  There was also one definite, “No thank 
you” but as a large majority are strongly in favour, I have included one wartime item to get us started.  It is the 
I.A. Traffic Notice shown on page 31 et al and as there was no space to include an introduction to it on that 
page, I am writing it here.  Very briefly, I found the notice, and succeeding ones, in Post Office Archives 
some years ago and I thought it might be a good start to the period because it provides quite detailed 
information pertaining to the immediate effects the outbreak of war had on the air services.  I feel I must draw 
your attention to the possible treatment of passengers contained in paragraph 4 on page 31.  It made me 
chuckle anyway.  Please let me know if this notice is the sort of thing which is of interest to you or if not, 
what you would like, keeping within the realms of the possible please! 
 
I have no idea where we should aim to go in the future with wartime services.  Although a number of very 
useful books have been published during the past few years, there are still numerous uncertainties concerning 
services, not to mention the effects of censorship.  Perhaps a starting point would be to send in a few 
interesting/problem covers or any discoveries of new information that any of you come across.  I would 
welcome your ideas, thoughts and comments and any input you can provide, large or small. 
 
A few years ago a small suggestion of mine was published in “Air Mail News.”  It was inspired by a writer in 
the magazine mentioning that he had obtained information from “The New York Times” mail and shipping 
column found on the internet.  My suggestion was this: just as we spread the word about a new book being 
published, or more generally, about where any source of good information is located, why don’t we share 
information about useful websites?  I offered to collate what I expected to be an enormous listing of websites.  
Guess what?  Not a sausage!!  Not one single response!  Well, ever the eternal optimist, I am giving it another 
go here!  What do you think: a good idea or not?  I suppose a number of questions will arise such as do we 
include only websites which provide information, or also those of dealers, auction houses and study groups? 
 
I suggest we start with those which provide information.  I am sure I’m not the only one to have typed let’s 
say “Imperial Airways” into Google, or another search engine, and after an hour or so wondered why on earth 
I bothered!  On the other hand, I have had some success by finding both photos and information which I think 
are not available in book form.  You might enjoy the following as a starter (then let’s start sharing!): 
 
www.photobox.co.uk/album/571400  contains 34 photos taken by Frank Payne, who worked for I.A. in East 
Africa from 1934 to 1936.  Includes photos of Hanno and City of Jodhpur crashes. 
 
www.congoposte.be  Huge site containing masses of postal information re Belgian Congo, including air mail 
rates and sailings of ships.  If you collect Belgian Congo, this site is a gold mine! (Site has an English version) 
 
www.postalheritage.org.uk  Website of P.O. archives.  Includes catalogue listing (Post 33 is air mail). 
 
 
Front cover illustration.  Tuck card of Handley Page Transport W8.  Duncan Crewe’s description: 
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Delia’s days of disruption, 4 ~ 11 October 1939 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
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The 1931 I.A. Experimental Airmail Flights ~ Addendum 
 

By Ed Wolf  
 

 
It was whilst trying to find suitable illustrations for this article, that I reread the Gordon Anstee’s opus published in issue 
23. Having joined the Imperial Airways Gazette “circle” with the publication 27 and not having any back issues when I 
wrote this work, it was not until recently that I realised that some of my information needed updating.  
 
Gordon’s contribution was valuable because it encapsulated a lot of detail in few pages. Clearly there was a focus on the 
Indian portion of the experimental flights whereas my attempt was to cover the entire route. It is not clear what sources 
Gordon used but it would appear that he drew some of his conclusions from actual covers sighted rather than from 
official documents. The reasons for my comments will, I hope, become apparent. 
 
The actual route as devised by London was not necessarily the route that was flown, as circumstances were likely to 
change along the way due to weather and the serviceability of the aircraft and its engines. The only available 
“authoritative” guide for the route was based on the observations of Alan Cobham who had surveyed the route all the 
way to Australia and back in 1926.  However he had used a single engined DH 50 fitted with floats, this flight was 
performed with DH 66 trimotor of considerably more power and fuel consumption! 
 
For the journey across India the “hops” were approximately 500 kms apart. Should there have been a need to put down in 
between, the area was well mapped and known so would not have presented a problem. South of Rangoon however was a 
different story.  
 
The Burmese coastline offered little solace to a land plane the size of a DH 66 Hercules. Possibly for this reason though 
the distance Rangoon –Victoria Point is about 760 kms, Tavoy, at 360 kms from Rangoon, was a suitable set down point. 
Alor Star was to follow a further 470 kms along and then Singapore a further 630 kms south. After Singapore they were 
leaving the British zone entering the Dutch East Indies stopping at Muntok (400kms) on Banka Island then Batavia (490 
kms) on Java, then Semarang (410 kms) on Java, then Sourabaya (280 kms) followed by Bima (730 kms) on Sumbawa 
Island then to Koepang (560 kms) on Timor and finally Darwin (840kms).  
 
The available sources are all somewhat vague as to the actual journey flown by the City of Cairo beyond Rangoon other 
than Douglas Walker1.  It is as if the finishing post was in sight when in reality the tricky bit of flying over water was yet 
to occur. In desperation I have turned to the covers themselves to try and determine the route or the non-route. 
 
Anstee states that until Calcutta was reached the postal authorities were not sure where the stopping places beyond 
Calcutta would be and had thus only made up bags for the major stopping points such as Rangoon but not Akyab, Tavoy 
or Victoria Point.  Interestingly enough the Indian aerophilatelists Stephen Smith and Arthur Griffiths anticipated stops at 
the obscure places such as Akyab, Tavoy, Victoria Point, Alor Star, Batavia and Bima preparing covers for these ports 
from such starting points as Karachi, Jodhpur, Delhi and Allahabad though they were based in Calcutta. Thus mail for the 
Burmese coastal towns was included in the Rangoon bag instead of being made up separately. They were no doubt 
influenced by where Cobham had gone. 
 
I have covers posted from Karachi to Tavoy and Victoria Point which are stamped Rangoon 15 April and Tavoy 17 April 
and Victoria Point 22 April respectively which prove Anstee’s assertion. Mail posted from Jodhpur for Tavoy and 
Victoria Point received similar Rangoon and local stampings. I cannot comment on the mail destined for Akyab from 
Karachi or Jodhpur, as I have not seen any examples. 
 
 From Delhi I have mail to Akyab back stamped 21 April with the red manuscript postal notation “Received via 
Rangoon” and for Victoria Point dated 22 April whilst mail destined for Rangoon bears the arrival stamp of April 15 
again agreeing with Anstee. Mail from Delhi destined for Tavoy bears the Tavoy April 17 marking but has NO Rangoon 
stamp indicating the transit point. 
 
Mail from Allahabad to Akyab is back stamped 21 April and also has the red manuscript” Received via Rangoon” 
Postmaster’s notation on the back. I also have a cover from here to Tavoy and one to Victoria Point with the backstamp 
dated 17 April and 22 April respectively with the pencil notation “9 carried” on the Victoria Point cover but NOT bearing 
a Rangoon transit stamp on either of them. 
 
From Calcutta according to Anstee there was a separate bag for Akyab and this is proven by a Stephen Smith cover I 
have which is back stamped 15 April 11am however the cover to Victoria Point is still back stamped 22 April so was 
apparently included in the Rangoon bag even though it has no Rangoon transit stamp or postal notation. Once more this 
fits Anstee’s version. I also possess a cover to Tavoy with a clear Rangoon backstamp 15 April, which indicates that 

                                                
1 Walker D. Airmails of New Zealand Vol.2. 1986 
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Anstee was again correct and that Tavoy mail was dropped at Rangoon for onward transmission by steamer delivered on 
April 17.  
 
From Rangoon I have a cover to Victoria Point back stamped April 15 indicating a separate bag with a red manuscript 
“Received at 5.40pm by Air Mail” with a signature and a date 15/4. An insert written by Griffiths in 1945 claims this 
cover is unique! 
 
Any covers delivered to Tavoy for sending FROM Tavoy to points South, would not have arrived at Tavoy until April 17 
thus missing a voyage on the remaining journey via the First Experimental mail. The postmaster marked these up with 
cancellations on April 17 and then forwarded them by steamer because one addressed to Victoria Point was delivered 
there on April 22. Presumably all Tavoy cancelled mail of April 17 travelled south on the same steamer. I have two 
Tavoy April 17 cancelled covers that went through Singapore on May 8th receiving the Imperial cachet there. These must 
somehow have joined the second experimental flight. Where they joined it is uncertain, possibly at Alor Star. Intriguingly 
I also have Tavoy cancelled April 18 cover with a Darwin backstamp of May 11 1931so it too must have joined the 
second experimental flight.   
 
Mail beyond Victoria Point and hence out of Indian/Burmese territory, is given a spare mention by Anstee or by anyone 
else yet is clearly just as important from the philatelic point of view. For example the Malayan, Singaporean, Dutch East 
Indies and Australian interests need to be considered. 
 
Mail addressed to Alor Star was NOT dropped off nor picked up during the refuelling there being carried instead on to 
Singapore where it received the Singapore special electric cachet of April 16 before receiving a circular Singapore 
departure stamp on April 17 and then sent back north to Alor star to receive a circular backstamp of April 18. Cards 
addressed to Alor Star sometimes received the Alor Star backstamp of April 18 only. 
 
Singapore destined mail has already been described as receiving the electric strike on April 16. No, more need be said 
about it. 
 
The first port after Singapore is said to have been Muntok but I have no examples to prove anything about that statement 
nor does anyone else refer to mail addressed to this destination. Clearly the stopover at Muntok was not advertised but it 
was necessary nevertheless in order to refuel the distance Singapore –Batavia at some 890 kms being too long for a non-
stop run. 
 
I have several covers addressed to Batavia from various places within India. They all bear the arrival stamp of Batavia as 
April 19 and a transit mark of Singapore with an April 16 and electric strike. The late stamping at Batavia three days after 
Singapore instead of being stamped on April 17 when the aircraft reached Batavia is hard to explain. 
 
Also strange is that no Indian created covers have been sighted addressed to Semarang or Sourabaya. Instead the hop as 
far as the Indians was concerned seemed to be to Bima. And what a hop that would have been. The distance from 
Sourabaya to Bima is about 730 kms the virtual limit of the available tanks. The cancellations found on mail addressed to 
Bima would suggest that they were offloaded somewhere along the way in the Dutch East Indies when the crew realised 
that Bima was not going to be their destination. The additional possibility must be considered that the mail clerks at the 
sending post offices could not locate Bima in their postal guides because the sender had not indicated where Bima was to 
be found! 
 
The cards and covers in my possession addressed to Bima from various Indian starting points show a variety of 
interesting cancellations.  For example a card from Karachi seems to have travelled only as far as Singapore, another card 
from Delhi has traces of a Singapore electric strike and a May 6th Bima arrival cancel. Letters from Allahabad, Delhi and 
Calcutta also have a May 6th arrival additionally they bear a Bima 9th May departure cancel and a Koepang May 29 
cancel before returning to their owner Griffiths in Calcutta. Such covers were probably all offloaded at Singapore to 
catch a local steamer, as they bear no other Dutch East Indies cancels such as Batavia or Sourabaya. Bima was clearly not 
on the experimental route! 
 
Anstee makes mention and I have in my possession another fascinating Griffiths’ created conundrum from Tavoy to 
Bima. It has already been determined that the aircraft did not stop at Tavoy but that items on board intended to be on 
forwarded from Tavoy were offloaded at Rangoon and missed the rest of the flight. This cover is stamped Tavoy April 17 
and thus was not on the flight but presumably went by steamer instead to Victoria Point though there is no marking at 
V.P.   What is particularly intriguing is the diamond shaped Abel Tasman cancels from Sourabaya May 10 and Koepang 
May 13 before receiving a Bima cancel on June 3rd where it had been is a bit of a mystery! 
 
The aircraft took a different route to that indicated by the covers and it is here that I think that Anstee may have been 
misled. From Sourabaya a shorter flight plan was arranged no doubt on the advice of the Dutch KNILM organisation to 
aim for Rambang on Lombok Island which is about 430 kms from Sourabaya this would still leave an 800 kms or so 
flight to Koepang with a possible stop at Bima 300 kms beyond Rambang if needed. History of course records that the 
attempt was made direct from Rambang to Koepang and that the plane ran out of fuel. How they had intended to make 
the Timor Sea crossing of some 850 kms to Darwin based on their previous performance I leave to others to discuss!        
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Imperial Airways Baggage Labels 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
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Czechoslovak Air Service in the 1930s 
Used in Postal Transportation: Air Consignments to Asia 

 

By Andrej Tekel’ (translated by Vladimir Kralicek) 
 
This article was published in the November/December 2006 edition of the magazine Czechoslovak Specialist.  It is 
reproduced here with the kind permission of the editor, Ludvik Svoboda and was sent to me by Richard Beith.  
 
 
During the period between the two world wars, Great Britain and Holland had extensive dependent territories in Asia.  
Under British administration were Cyprus, Palestine, the Bahrain islands, Aden, Arabia, Iraq, India, Ceylon, the 
Maldives, the Malaysian States, Sarawak, Brunei, Borneo (the northern part), and Hong Kong.  Also, subordinate to 
Great Britain were Australia, New Zealand and the islands in Oceania. 
 
Holland had substantial dependent territories on the Asian continent under the consolidated title of the Dutch East Indies.  
It claimed the Greater Sunda Islands (Sumatra, Java, Madura, Bangka and Borneo with the exception of the northern part 
which belonged to Great Britain), the Lesser Sunda Islands with the exception of Timor (the south-western part belonged 
to Holland, the eastern part to Portugal), the Moluccas and New Guinea (the western part belonged to Holland, the 
eastern part to Great Britain).  From these regions they obtained cane sugar, india-rubber, tea, tobacco, coffee, tropical 
fruits, gold, pearls and diamonds.  To secure reliable and speedy contact with her colonies, Holland used an air link KLM 
#531 (Royal Dutch Airline Company) Amsterdam – Bandoeng. 
 
After stopovers in Leipzig, Budapest and Athens, the air link Amsterdam – Bandoeng heads to Egypt in North Africa 
(Alexandria).  From Egypt it continues to Palestine (Lydda – today Lod, Israel), then to Iraq (Baghdad, Basra), along the 
coastline of Iran (Djask), the northwestern coast of British India with a stop in Karachi (today in Pakistan), continuing 
through interior India (Jodhpur, Allahabad) until the east coast of India (Calcutta), via Burma (Rangoon), Siam (Bangkok 
– today Krung Thep, Thailand), Malaysia (Penang – today George Town), Sumatra (Medan), Singapore, back to Sumatra 
(Palembang), to Java (Batavia, today Jakarta) and finally to the city of Bandoeng (today Bandung).  This route captures 
the state of affairs in 1937 and 1938. 
 
According to the 1935 Air Postal Services Bulletin (valid from 1.5.1935), air consignments from Czechoslovakia to the 
British dependent territories in Asia were carried by train #148 to Athens and from Athens either by air route #127 
(Marseilles - Athens - Saigon - Shanghai) or by air route #128 (Great Britain - British India by inland air links in British 
India). These facts are documented by the Athens arrival postmarks on air consignments from the year 1935 (Fig. 1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the Air Postal Service Bulletin for the 1937 summer season and the 1937/1938 winter season, air 
consignments from Czechoslovakia were carried by air route #133 (Amsterdam – Bandoeng) and therefore do not have 
the Athens postmark. 
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Airmail consignments to the British and Dutch dependent regions in Asia used the following transport route: from Prague 
by train #64 to Budapest, from Budapest by air route #133 (Amsterdam – Bandoeng).  In the winter season, from Prague 
either by train #39/D or #D98 to Naples, from Naples by air route #133 (Amsterdam – Bandoeng).  In the winter season 
the European route was more southerly (Amsterdam – Naples – Athens). 
 
In the years 1935 and 1936 this route was slightly different: Amsterdam, Leipzig, Bratislava, Budapest, Athens, 
Marsa Matruh (today Matruh, Egypt), Cairo, Gizeh, Baghdad, Bushire (today Bushehr, Iran), Djask, Karachi, Jodhpur, 
Allahabad, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Alor Star, Medan, Singapore, Palembang, Batavia, Bandoeng. 
 
During the 1937 summer season (7.4.1937 - 2.10.1937) the route was: Amsterdam, Leipzig, Budapest, Athens, 
Rhodes, Alexandria, Lydda, Baghdad, Basra, Djask, Karachi, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Penang, Medan, 
Singapore, Palerabang, Batavia, Bandoeng. Airmail consignments were carried by train #64 from Prague to 
Budapest, and from Budapest by air route #133 (Amsterdam -Bandoeng) with feeder routes. 
 
During the 1937/38 winter season (3.10.1937 - 24.3.1938), the route was: Amsterdam, Naples, Athens, Rhodes, 
Alexandria, Lydda, Baghdad, Basra, Djask, Karachi, Jodhpur, Allahabad, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, Penang, 
Medan, Singapore, Palembang, Batavia, Bandoeng. Airmail consignments were carried by either train #39/D 39 or 
#D 98 from Prague to Naples, and from Naples by air route #133 with feeder routes. 
 
In Figure l is a registered airmail letter to Bombay, India, posted on 13.5.1935 (Monday) at the Plzen 1 post office. It 
has transit postmarks of 14.5.1935 from the Praha 7 airmail post office, 16.5.1935 from Athens (according to the 1935 
Air Postal Service Bulletin the consignment was carried by train #148 from Prague to Athens), and a Bombay arrival 
postmark of 22.5.1935.  Franking calculation: letter abroad up to 20gm = 2.50Kc, registration surcharge = 2.50Kc, 
twice the airmail surcharge for each 5gm of weight or portion thereof (at 2.50Kc each = 5Kc), altogether 10Kc - 
resulting in a rare single-stamp franking. 
 
In Figure 2 is a registered airmail letter to Shanghai, China, posted 22.4.1937 (Thursday) at the Moravska Ostrava 1 
post office. It has transit postmarks of 23.4.1937 from the Praha 7 airmail post office; from Prague it was carried by 
train to Budapest; on Wednesday 28.4.1937 it left by plane from Budapest; on Sunday it was landed at Penang (transit 
postmark of 2.5.1937 at Penang); arrival postmark is 9.5.1937 in Shanghai. Franking calculation: letter abroad up to 
20gm = 2.50Kc, registration surcharge = 2.50Kc, airmail surcharge for each 5gm of weight or portion thereof (at 
2.50Kc = 6Kc), altogether 11 Kc. 
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In Figure 3 we see an airmail letter from Prague to Karachi in today's Pakistan. The letter was posted on Tuesday, 
9.11.1937, at the Praha 1 post office. It was carried by train to Naples, according to the flight timetable the aircraft 
left Naples on 12.11.1937 and was to arrive in Karachi on 14.11.1937 (Sunday), and an arrival postmark on the letter 
shows 15.11.1937, Karachi. Franking calculation: letter abroad up to 20gm = 2.50Kc, airmail surcharge for each 
5gm of weight or portion thereof (at 2.50Kc), altogether 5Kc - resulting in a rare single-stamp franking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Figure 4 is a registered airmail letter to Singapore, posted on 1.4.1937 (Thursday) at the Moravska Ostrava 1 
post office. It has transit postmarks of 1.4.1937 from the Praha 7 airmail post office; from Prague it was carried by 
train to Naples; on Friday, 2.4.1937, it left by airplane from Naples and on Wednesday, 7.4.1937, an airplane 
delivered it to Singapore. The Singapore arrival postmark of 8.4.1937 has a time stamp of 7:00.  franking calculation: 
letter abroad up to 20gm = 2.50Kc, registration surcharge = 2.50Kc, airmail surcharge for each 5gm of weight or portion 
thereof (at 2.50Kc) = 3Kc, altogether 8Kc. 
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It is only natural that airmail consignments to far away countries would greatly enhance any collection, although their 
greater representation would be certainly rare.  As an attachment I introduce an extract from the flight timetable for air 
route #133 (Amsterdam – Bandoeng), by which was assured the delivery of airmail consignments to the Dutch 
dependent territories in Asia and the British dependent territories in Asia, Australia and Oceania; and an extract from the 
flight timetable for air route #128 (Great Britain – British India).  In view of the fact that every year the air routes made 
small changes, under each table is given the exact time period when the data applies. 
 
Literature: 
1. Guide to Mail Transportation by Air, Years 1930 – 1939, issued by the Ministry of Post and Telegraph, Prague 

(Supplement to VMPT). 
2. Tekel’, A.: Czechoslovak Airmail Stamps from 1930.  Guide for postal tariffs valid for Czechoslovak airmail 
consignments for the years 1930 – 1939, a supplement to FILATELIE 7/1995. 
3. Bunják, P. and colleagues: Slovak encyclopedia, reference encyclopedia of knowledge in three parts, LITEVNA, 

Bratislava – Praha 1932, part 1, pg 57, 60, 119. 
 
[NOTE BY P. WINGENT – (Gazette editor):  In the ‘franking calculations,’ I am cannot understand the air mail fee of 
6KC for fig. 2, nor the air mail fee of 3Kc for fig. 4, given that the writer states the rate was 2.50Kc per 5gm.  Any 
thoughts anybody?] 
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Prague ~ Sydney cover 
 

Material provided by Richard Beith 
 

Following neatly from the preceding article, Richard sent the cover shown below (front on this page, reverse on next 
page).  Richard wrote that the date of 9 March to 22 March 1938 would equate with I.A. service IE634, scheduled to 
reach Brisbane on 21.3.38 but there is no transit mark to indicate location of transfer to I.A. was at Athens.  Although the 
blue sticker at bottom left translates as something like “philatelic mail, please cancel lightly,” the postage rate seems 
correct: overseas letter to 20gm = 2.50Kc;  air fee = 3 x 4.50Kc per 5 gm (changed to 5.00Kc/5gm on or about 10.7.38) = 
16.00Kc total.  The front of the cover is shown below and the reverse at the top of the page opposite. 
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The Empire’s Airway exhibition train ~ a follow up 
 

Material provided by Richard Beith 
 

The article on this subject in the last Gazette inspired Richard to visit his local library where he found the press cuttings 
shown on this and the following page.  They provide additional detail re the train and its exhibits.  Many thanks Richard. 
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Report above is from “The Chester Courant” of 8 September 1937. 
 

Report on previous page is from “The Chronicle” (Chester) of 4 September 1937. 
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The British Post Office air mail advertising cards 
 

Material provided by Laurence Kimpton 
 
They just keep on coming!  Following use of air mail advertising cards at the P.O. Exhibition in Nov./Dec. 1933 (shown 
in Issue 29) and at the British Industries Fair, also in 1933 (shown in Issue 30), Laurence has kindly sent in copies of the 
front and reverse of a card issued at the Ideal Home Exhibition in April 1934.  The London F.S./Air Mail datestamp of 20 
April and the Kuala Lumpur arrival datestamp of the 30th prove it was flown by service IE265; the second accelerated 
service to Malaya.  Thank you Laurence for sending in this unusual card. 
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Sudan air mail leaflet ~ Winter 1933-34 
 

Material provided by John Oliver 
 
John very kindly sent in the copies of this extremely scarce early Sudan air mail leaflet which provides very useful rate 
information, which is not easily found. 
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Imperial Airways station handstamps ~ Kano 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
The first of the station handstamps were illustrated three years ago in Issue 25, June 2004 (P. 46-47).  These were of 
Cape Town and Lindi.  In Issue 26 (P. 50-51) new finds for Karachi and Khartoum were illustrated in colour, together 
with the two previous ones.  Then in Issue 29 (P. 33) a Germiston handstamp was illustrated and now shown below (full 
size) is an I.A. handstamp for Kano (struck in violet) which is that of the subsidiary company Imperial Airways (Nigeria 
& Gold Coast Ltd.), registered on 12 August 1935 to operate the West African service.  The cover was never posted and 
must have been delivered by hand to Mr. R.R. Jones, who was an Elder Dempster Lines agent, whose company was 
responsible for the ground organisation for the air service in West Africa. 
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From Kuala Lumpur to Cape Town via K.L.M. and I.A. 
 

By Keith Elliot 
 
The cover illustrated, from Kuala Lumpur dated 23 October 1933, was carried by the Malayan west coast railway down 
to Singapore (backstamped 24 Oct. 1933) from where it was destined to be flown by K.L.M. 
 
The K.L.M. service from the Dutch East Indies to Europe had regularly called at Singapore since May 1933.  The aircraft 
destined to carry the letter was a Fokker F MK XVIII, registered PH-AIQ and named Kwartel (In English: ‘Quail.’  The 
Dutch named all their aircraft after birds). 
 
The flight (No. 150 from the D.E.I.) left Medan on 25 October 1933, crewed by Te Roller, van Balkom, Bruynesteyn and 
Jaaf.  The aircraft carried 274 kilos of mail.  She probably left Singapore on the 25th bound for Alor Star in Kedan State, 
making sixteen further landfalls before reaching Cairo (backstamp 31 October). 
 
The letter was unloaded at Cairo to be picked up by I.A. service no. AS140, flown in turn by HP42 Hanno, AW XV 
Atalanta and AW XV Andromeda, arriving in Cape Town on 11 November (backstamp 11th).  Finally, it was sent by 
surface mail to Strand (backstamp 13 Nov.).  
 
The 88 cents franking comprises 80 cents per half ounce air mail fee and 8 cents for first ounce surface rate. 
 

 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   June 2007 (Issue 31)         27 
 
 
Keith also provided a K.L.M. route map below of the D.E.I. service which goes well not only with his cover, 
but also serves to illustrate the route which was the subject of the previous article on Czech mail to the east. 
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Post cards and covers 
 

Material provided by Keith Elliot 
 

On this and page 29 are shown a selection of post cards sent to me by Keith, for which many thanks for 
sharing these hard to find items. 
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The two cards shown on this page feature at top:  the H.P. W10 City of Pretoria (G-EBMR) and at bottom:  
the Qantas DH 50J Hippomenes (VH-ULG). 
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Finally, Keith sent two very interesting early wartime covers.  I hope he will not mind that I have added some detail in 
addition to his comment that the top one is, “A very early censored cover.”  Indeed it is Keith: Konrad Morenweiser, in 
his book, “British Empire Civil Censorship Devices, World War II, British Asia,” notes that “Postal and Telegraphic 
Censorship was fully established at Singapore on the 1st September 1939.”  The censor handstamp on Keith’s cover is 
known used from 1 Sept. 1939 to 5 June 1940.  I am sure an example of the second day of use is extremely desirable and 
not easily found.  In addition, the cover was flown by service SW167, which was the last westbound service to “old 
normal operations.” (See page 4 of the I.A. Traffic Notice shown on page 34).  Thus it is an important cover on two 
counts.  Service SW167 departed Singapore 3 Sept., flown by Centaurus to Karachi (arr. 5th); then flown to Poole by 
Clyde (dep. Karachi 7th – 1 day late; arr. Poole 11th – 2 days late after further delay at Corfu.  Reasons for delays 
unknown).  Finally, the cover is franked at the 8 cents per half ounce E.A.M.S. rate which was changed to 55 cents per 
half ounce wartime rate a few days later (not sure of exact date – can anyone provide it?).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Cover posted Kota Bharu, 26 Sept. 1939, franked at the 55 cents per ½ oz. wartime rate. 
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Imperial Airways Traffic Notice (War Issue) No. 2 
 

By Peter Wingent (see Editorial for introduction) 
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The next nine pages of the Traffic Notice contained the timetables in a very large format.  To save space, I 
have retyped them in a more concise form but retaining all the information.  Times given are L.S.T. 
 

I will also include below subsequent changes of timetables from later Traffic Notices which will provide 
readers with timetables which applied until April 1940.  I will include these in the next Gazette  
 
 
West Africa service.   Applied from KL189/LT21 (10 Sept.) & TL20/LK189 (11 Sept.) 
   (Connected in both directions with KS/KN services). 
 
 

 
 
 
The connection of the West Africa service with KS/KN services changed after only a few weeks (in early 
October) to connection with DS/DN services.  The new timetable was given in Traffic Notice No. W.4, dated 
13 Sept. and is shown on the next page. 
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West Africa service.   Applied from KL193/LT27 (04 Oct.) & TL25/LK192 (29 Sept.) 
   (Connected in both directions with DS/DN services). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Africa service.  Applied from KS115 (6 Sept.); DS229 (9 Sept.); KN115 (7 Sept.) & DN229 (9 Sept.) 
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Africa service.  Outward services applied from KS125 (15 Nov.) & DS239 (18 Nov.). 

Inward services applied from KN127 (01 Dec.). DN/DS services south of Kisumu unchanged. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Calcutta service.  The last Calcutta services to “old normal operations” were CW159 (06 Sept.) and CE161 
(04 Sept.).  After this the service was suspended until mid-October.  the following timetable applied from 
service CW160 (13 Oct.) and CE162 (13 Oct.) 
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Calcutta service.  Became twice-weekly commencing with CW163 (01 Nov.) and CE165 (30 Oct.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hong Kong service.  Applied from BH169 (17 Sept.) and HB169 (13 Sept.) 
 
 

 
 
 
Hong Kong service.  Became twice-weekly commencing with BH172 (05 Oct.) and HB172 (01 Oct.) 
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Australia service.     Applied from SE175 (07 Sept.) & SW169 (06 Sept.) 
 

 
 

Australia service.     Applied from SE195 (16 Nov.).  SW services unaltered.  the only change to SE services 
was the nightstop at Corfu was substituted for one at Brindisi and calls at Corfu were discontinued.  Thus only 
the Poole – Alexandria section is shown below. 
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Checklist of Tuck postcards of Imperial Airways aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

A table of Short Empire flying boats featured on Tuck postcards sent in by Duncan was shown on page 35 of 
the June 2006 issue of the Gazette and some additions, mainly from Keith Elliot, were shown on page 29 of 
the December 2006 issue.  Duncan has now gathered more information from sources outside our group and 
has sent in the updated table shown below.  Comparison with the original shows clearly that much progress 
has been made but, of course, any further additions will be welcomed. 
 
 

 
 
NN in column 4 indicates that the card is so far only reported without a number. 

# after the number in column 4 indicates that the card exists both with and without a number. 

* after name indicates that Duncan has a copy of the card. 
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Post cards of Imperial Airways aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
Duncan’s long-running series continues here with cards featuring Handley Page aircraft.  As I mentioned in 
the Editorial, those shown here are just a small beginning to HP aircraft; future issues will contain many more. 
Readers may or may not have realised that Duncan is producing this series in the alphabetical order of aircraft 
type names.  As it already spans six years, the following provides a quick reference to aircraft already shown: 
 
June 2001 Issue 19 AW Argosy (Dec. 2001 Issue 20 Additional Argosy cards from Bill Legg) 
Dec. 2002 Issue 22 AW XV Atalanta 
June 2004 Issue 25 Avro 652 and AW 27 
Dec. 2004 Issue 26 Bristol 62, DH34, DH50, DH66 and DH86 
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