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Editorial 
 
Hello once again to you all.  I hope you enjoy this addition of the Gazette, which may occupy you when rain 
showers stop you from gardening. 
 
Many thanks to those of you who have made contributions to this issue, both in the form of new articles or 
material and also in response to questions raised in the last issue.  It was very heartening to learn that you are 
in agreement with my “executive decision” to make Stan Wheatcroft an Honorary Life Member and not one 
voice was raised in dissent.  There you are Stan: your efforts over the years are much appreciated. 
 
I hope you will all be pleased to find that this issue is almost twice the size of the previous one and I would 
like to make future issues around fifty pages.  However, I have used up all the material to hand, except for a 
large number of U.K., Indian, Australian and New Zealand post office notices kindly sent in by Duncan 
Crewe, which I am holding in reserve.  I will certainly use a number of them in the next issue. 
 
I have been wondering if any of you would like to see any new features introduced, e.g. a questions and 
answers section, items for sale or wanted, ‘my favourite album page’ (similar to “Cover of the Quarter” in the 
“Air Mail News” I suppose), or anything else you can think of.  Please let me know if you have any ideas. 
 
I can understand that a questions and answers section would be problematic if a question was sent in just after 
an issue was published.  It would mean that it would not be answered for almost a year, by the time it was 
published in the next Gazette and then answered in the following one.  Nobody wants to wait that long!  To 
overcome the problem, I am willing to try to obtain an answer from members with the expertise relevant to the 
subject matter and to send the reply to the questioner straight away.  I would then include the answer in the 
next Gazette for the interest of all. 
 
Whilst surfing the internet recently, I came across a website entitled “Imperial Airways in Elounda/ 
Mirambello / Corfos Bay” which provides a description of the use by passengers of the I.A. motor yacht 
Imperia and their stop at Crete.  Also it describes the memorial to those killed in the Scipio crash and includes 
some photographs of the grave site and one of the stone which I will show below but it might be difficult to 
read.  For those of you wishing to visit the website, the address is: http://www.in-crete.co.uk/imperial/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy reading and thank you for your support. 

 

The text on the stone reads: 
 
“In Loving Memory 

Lieut. Richard Glen Wilson-Dickson, 

Fifth Battalion royal Tank Corps. 

Thomas Alexander Cecil (Whimmie) Forbes, 

Late 16th Lancers and Indian Police 

Who lost their lives as the 

Result of a flying accident in 

Mirabella Harbour 22nd August 1936. 

He shall not grow old as we that are left 

grow old.  Age shall not weary him, nor the 

years condemn.  At the going down of the 

sun and in the morning we will remember 

him. 

The Lord shall give thee rest from thy 

sorrow and from thy fear.” 
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I.A. advertising slogan postmarks and Meikle’s hotel 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
John Oliver’s advertising slogan postmarks illustrated on the front cover of this issue will, I hope, be of 
interest to all members.  Until I saw them, I was unaware that I.A. advertised in this way, having never seen 
any examples before.  I venture to say that examples must be very uncommon and would ask that if any of 
you have others, please send me copies for inclusion in the next issue of the Gazette.  At the foot of this page 
is an illustration of a slogan postmark from a third large cover which John holds.  The advertisement is of the 
same type as the lower cover on the front page and is to the same address in Canada. 
 
The top cover, presumably posted at, or by, Meikle’s in Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia, reminded me that I have a 
postal stationery cover from Meikle’s hotel in Salisbury, which was the overnight watering hole for I.A. 
passengers when an overnight stop at Salisbury was timetabled.  Below the cover I have included a table of 
termini used by I.A., which is taken from Bradshaw’s International Air Guide, January 1937 edition, which I 
thought might be of general interest to you all.  Note that in these illustrations there are three different 
spellings of Meikle’s:  “MEIKLES” on John’s advertising postmark, “MEIKLE’S” on the cover below and 
“MEIKELS” in Bradshaw.  My bet would be that the spelling on the hotel’s own stationery is the correct one. 
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Imperial Airways’ Bermuda ~ U.S.A. service 
 

Response by Richard Beith to article on this service in issue 24 
 
In Issue 24, page 14, I asked if anyone could provide the date of the change of the U.S.A. terminal 
from New York to Baltimore for winter services of the Bermuda service.  Richard Beith has come up 
trumps by providing not only the date but also copies of a Pan Am letter and cover. 
 
Richard found the answer in the book “The Flying Boats of Bermuda” by Colin Pomeroy, from 
which the following is quoted: 
 
“With the onset of winter, and Port Washington’s placid waters susceptible to icing over, the U.S. end of the 
line was moved to Baltimore, the first IA flight from there being NB67 on 17 November, and to there being 
BN67 two days later.  The inbound and outbound flights at Baltimore were escorted by aircraft of the 
Maryland National Guard, crowds of over 30,000 gathered at the airport ……” 
 
Richard adds that Pan Am continued to use Baltimore as a winter base into the early 1940s and 
BOAC’s Boeing 314s went there for major servicing. 
 
The long cover, illustrated on page 6, was posted in New York and contained the three page letter.  It 
was carried on Pan Am’s first mail flight to Bermuda.  The letter was written by Van Drusen and was 
addressed to himself.  He was Pan Am’s head of PR and Richard says he was well known for writing 
such florid publicity missives.  It makes good reading, containing some thorough technical detail as 
well as some funny bits. 
 
Richard asked if I would include a review he has written of Pomeroy’s book, which I am very happy 
to do, and it is included below.  From the one brief quotation above I gained the impression that he is 
a writer who has conducted thorough research and I would think the book will be invaluable to those 
interested in the Bermuda services of I.A. and Pan Am.  The review will also be published in “Air 
Mail News.” 
 
 

 
 
Richard also sent a page on I.A’s. transatlantic ‘planes from a magazine which he thinks was 
probably either “Flight” or “The Aeroplane.”  From the text, it appears to have been published in 
August 1939.  This is shown on page 7. 
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Cover described on page 3 (reduced to 80% full size)    (Richard Beith collection) 
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The new Imperial Airways’ terminal building 
 

Responses by Duncan Crewe, Bill Legg and Bryan Dudley Stamp to question in issue 24 
 
In Issue 24, page 23, Duncan’s superb press photographs of the new I.A. terminal building in Buckingham 
Palace Road were featured.  I asked if anyone could provide the exact date of the opening of the new terminal 
and I was both delighted and grateful to receive responses from Duncan, Bill and Bryan which not only 
answered the question but also add further information, including two examples of an “Airways House” 
postmark which I for one have never seen before. 
 
The two items which follow provide us with the evidence that 5 June 1939 was the date of the official opening 
of the terminal.  The following is a report from the May 1939 edition of the real “Imperial Airways Gazette” 
sent to me by Duncan.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I must thank Bryan Dudley Stamp for drawing my attention to the extract below, taken from the very fine 
book “Adventurous Empires” by Phillip E. Sims, published by Airlife in 2000 (page 92).  This provides some 
interesting additional detail. 
 
 
   “In November 1937, it was revealed that their 
[i.e. Imperial Airways] new terminal building and 
headquarters was under construction in London.  
Designed by Mr. A. Lakeman, this edifice was to 
become the starting point for all Imperial Airways’ 
passenger flights in Europe and throughout the 
Empire.  There would be an entrance from 
Buckingham Palace Road in addition to direct 
access from Victoria Station.  Although it was 
hoped the building would be complete by the end 
of 1938, it was not until Friday, 2 June 1939 that 
Imperial Airways took over their new 
headquarters, Airways House.  The following 
Monday, at 08.00, the first coach, full of 
passengers for Croydon and the continent, 
departed. 

At 14.30, the first ‘Empire Special’ train from 
Southampton arrived at Imperial’s Platform 17 on 
Victoria Station.  Outbound passengers departed 
on the 20.05 that evening and spent the night at 
Southampton, before their pre-breakfast take-off. 
    No sooner had the building been opened than 
observation as to its unsuitability as a 
headquarters following the proposed 
amalgamation with British Airways was made.  
However, bearing in mind the requirement to have 
ready access to the Victoria to Southampton 
railway and the limited availability of building 
land at the time, no one could have foreseen this 
shortfall.  Nevertheless, extensions were being 
planned before the building came into use.” 

 
 
From the information provided by Phillip Sims, I tried to identify the first Imperial Airways’ services to 
depart from and arrive at the new Airways House.  The first inward service was KN 101 from East Africa, 
which departed Kisumu on 2 June and arrived at Southampton at 10.25 on the 5th.  It was the only Empire 
service to arrive at Southampton that day. 
 
Unfortunately, I cannot find a record of an Empire service departing Southampton on Tuesday, 6 June which 
would fit with Sims’ statement that, “Outbound passengers departed on the 20.05 that evening ...... before a 
pre-breakfast take-off.”  After 5 June, the next Eastern and African services both departed from Southampton 
to schedule on the 7th. 

THE NEW AIRWAYS HOUSE 
 

The new Headquarters of Imperial Airways in Buckingham Palace Road (Victoria 
2323) will be opened on 5 June and as from that date all passengers by the European 
services of Imperial Airways, the Belgian Air Lines, the Danish Air Lines, the German 
Airways, the Italian Air Lines, Railway Air Services and Swissair will leave from or 
arrive at the new building.  It can be easily picked out by its large central clock tower.  
The Booking Hall and Departure Station is on the ground floor and the name is Airways 
House.  The West End Booking Office at 13 Charles II Street will remain open. 
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Duncan kindly provided the copy shown below of a British G.P.O. notice, announcing the extension of the 
EAMS to Iraq, which has been struck with the “Airways House” datestamp on the day of the building’s 
opening.  I believe Iraq’s inclusion in the scheme was effective from 15 May 1939 and I wonder whether the 
well-known collector George King took the recently issued notice along to Airways House and asked for the 
datestamp to be applied.  It is the sort of concoction of which he was so fond! 
 
I have not seen any examples of the datestamp used on any commercial mail, unlike the frequently seen 
“Wilton Road/Hudson’s Place” datestamp of earlier years.  Does anyone have such a cover? 
 
 

 
 
 
Proof that George King was aware of the “Airways House” datestamp is provided on the following page by a 
second example of the stamp struck on a cover addressed to King, kindly sent in by Bill Legg. 
 
To round off this Airways House saga, a final press photograph, again from Duncan, of masons chiseling the 
sculpture over the main entrance to the building is also shown on the next page. 
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I.A. passenger leaflet and Greek labels advertising air mail 
 

Material provided by Paul Magid 
 

At the end of February I had the great pleasure of renewing acquaintance with Paul and meeting his wife 
Carol for the first time when they made an overnight stop in London, whilst they were on their way from 
Washington DC to Madagascar, Mauritius and The Seychelles for a wildlife holiday.  So Paul handed the 
following items to me in person. 
 
The passenger leaflet below (reduced size) makes amusing reading including, as it does, a request to not throw 
items out of the window of the ‘plane and a reassurance that passengers can move around a ‘plane without 
affecting the aircraft’s balance!  Great fun!  The leaflet is not clearly dated but there is a small reference 
number “IA/F/30,” printed at the foot of the center column in the upper illustration, which probably indicates 
the leaflet was issued in 1930. 
 
On the following page is a copy of an album sheet of Paul’s showing the Greek air mail advertising label of 
the same type as illustrated in D. Field’s book.  Paul was prompted to give me this after seeing Joan 
Widdowson’s cover in the last Gazette.  See page 10 of Issue 24.  Thank you for these items Paul. 
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A postcard from the House of Assembly, Cape Town – 6.6.33 
from 

L.A. Wyndham to W.E. Wheatcroft 
 

By Stan Wheatcroft 
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Front and reverse of the postcard from L.A. Wyndham to W.E. Wheatcroft 
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The D.H. Puss Moth and, inset, the pilot Mr. N. Vintcent 
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Post cards of Imperial Airways aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
Editor’s note: Duncan has kindly provided the following material from his superb collection of post cards.  
This is an ongoing series and he wrote to tell me that this selection brings it to the end of the “As” in his 
collection.  He was very surprised to discover that all his postcards of the AW27 type are of Ensign, given that 
there were fourteen aircraft of this type built for I.A.  Duncan says that if any members have other cards of 
AW27s or Avro 652s, he would be happy to scan them for inclusion in a future issue.  Thank you Duncan. 
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A Lake Bracciano question answered 
 

and 
 

My father’s flight from Alexandria to Southampton 
 

By Bryan Dudley Stamp 
 
Editor’s note: Bryan kindly sent the two items which follow.  The press cutting shown on this page is from the 
Wednesday, 21 September 1994 edition of the “Daily Mail,” concerning the use of Lake Bracciano by I.A.  In 
addition to that which Ron Wilson wrote in his reply to the question, I can add that in an I.A. Traffic Notice, 
dated 3 March 1937, is contained the following paragraph which provides an exact date of the commencement 
of calls at the lake: 
 
“It should be noted that up to the 9th March all inward services are scheduled to fly Alexandria – Southampton in two 
days with a nightstop at Brindisi.  As from and including that date Bracciano (Rome) will be used for the nightstop 
except for the Westbound Duplicate service on Tuesdays which will continue to use Brindisi until facilities will permit of 
a double nightstop at Bracciano.”  [This applied to African and Eastern services]. 
 
On the pages 22 and 23 is a fascinating account, written by Bryan’s father, of his visit to Egypt in April 1939, 
involving an unexpected return to England in the S23 flying boat Corinna.  It provides a wonderful taste of 
the period and of the impending war.  Bryan asked me to explain that “Le Play,” referred to in the text, was 
the Le Play Society for Geographical Expeditions and that Elsa was Mrs. Stamp!    
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Croydon airport ~ early press photographs and postcards 
 

Material provided by Roy Farquharson-Eskell 
 
Roy has kindly sent the rare and fascinating press photographs and post cards shown on this and the following 
pages.  Some of them include his father, Dallas Eskell, who was Traffic Manager for Imperial Airways from 
its inception in 1924 until approximately 1931.  The photographs belonged to his father and, after his death in 
1973, were in his mother’s possession.  She would not part with them so Roy spirited them away on 
permanent loan, unbeknown to his mother! 
 
Roy gave me a fascinating account of his father’s colourful career which I am sure will be of interest to all.  It 
makes my careers in shipbuilding and teaching look very mundane! 
 
Dallas Eskell was born in 1880.  He served as a Captain in the Royal Flying Corps during WW1 and was shot 
down twice.  After the war he was, for a short time, a bank clerk but by 1921 he was an MI5 Intelligence 
Officer in Ireland.  His career must have taken another swift turn because by 1924 he was Traffic Manager for 
Instone Air Line when it was absorbed into I.A.  He remained as Traffic Manager with I.A. until circa 1931, 
when he joined Alan Cobham’s Flying Circus as manager, which included a tour of South Africa in the winter 
of 1932/33.  In December 1935, when C.W.S. Scott Air Display took over Cobham’s Circus, Dallas Eskell 
became General Manager for the Scott organisation.   By way of a change, in 1950 he took over the 
management of the Aga Khan’s racing stud in Ireland but returned to aviation in 1954 when he ran Silver City 
Airways in Tripoli, Libya.  He also played rugby for Bath and cricket for Somerset. 
 
As an example of how a twist of fate can affect our lives, Dallas Eskell was told at the last minute that he was 
not quite senior enough to be included in the party to fly on the ill-fated R101, in October 1930.  He lived to 
the ripe old age of 93. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A party of Red Indians from Canada who came to Croydon for a “spin” in an Imperial Airways aeroplane. 
On the right-hand side is the Traffic Manager, Captain Dallas Eskell, who persuaded one of the pilots to take them up. 
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Capt. Franklyn Barnard, Chief Pilot of Imperial Airways in 1924.  Twice winner of the King’s Cup Air Race. 
First World War fighter pilot in the R.F.C., he was tragically killed during a test flight in July 1927 at Bristol. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

When I.A. first opened up in April 1924, the only foreign airlines permitted to land at Croydon were 
K.L.M., Sabena, Junkers (later D.L.H.) and Air Union.  The photo shows the five General Managers of 

these airlines at Amsterdam Airport and in the background a Junkers Luft Hansa aircraft. 
(Norlin – Sabena; von Winterfeld – Junkers; Barnard – I.A.; Niewenhuis – K.L.M.; Malaquin – Air Union) 
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Passengers disembarking from an Argosy aircraft, G-EBLF, City of Birmingham, about 1927. 
The man in the trilby hat nearest the lady passenger is Dallas Eskell, the Traffic Manager. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Passengers embarking aboard a de Havilland DH34 Instone airliner. 
This aircraft was soon to be transferred to Imperial Airways. 
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Sir Alan Cobham, who surveyed the routes for Imperial Airways 
both across Africa to Cape Town and to India and Australia. 

 
 

 
 
 

Alan J. Cobham arriving at Croydon Aerodrome, 13 March 1926, on his return from the Cape in 
his DH50, G-EBFO.  This aircraft was fitted with a 385 hp Siddeley engine; max. speed 130 mph. 
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Three early post cards of Croydon Aerodrome 
 

 
 
 

Croydon Aerodrome had been utilized for national purposes continuously since Dec. 
1915 when it was established as part of the air defence of London.  It was adopted as the 
Customs Airport of London in succession to Hounslow Aerodrome on 29 March 1920. 
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Photo. (top) and post card (bottom) of Handley Page W8B, G-EBBI, “Prince Henry.” 
 
 

 
 
 

Post card of de Havilland DH34, G-EBBT, “City of New York,” in Instone livery. 
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Post cards featuring complimentary views of the main booking hall at Croydon Aerodrome. 
 

Circa 1928. 
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Imperial Airways to the rescue 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
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Pan-American Airways’ Glen Martin flying boat “China Clipper” 
 at Manila on the San Francisco ~ Hong Kong service. 

 

(Photo. and caption from “The World’s Airways” by Robert Finch.  Pub. 1938) 
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Uncle Will and his air mail friends 
 

By Stan Wheatcroft 
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First inclusive air mail rate from U.K. to European destinations 
 

Material provided by Bill Legg and Duncan Crewe 
 
Both Bill and Duncan sent in a copy of the British Post Office Notice shown below and in addition, Bill sent a 
copy of his cover, datestamped London F.S., 2 June 1930: the first day of application of an inclusive air mail 
rate to the countries listed in the Notice.  
 
I consulted N.C Baldwin’s, “British Air Mails, 1784 – 1946” in which the date of 2 June is confirmed as the 
first day of application of the rate.  In a final sentence Baldwin added, “First dispatch via Imperial line to 
European points was on June 6.”  I wondered what the route would have been so I looked at a Spring 1930 Air 
Mail Leaflet and found a London – Amsterdam – Hamburg – Copenhagen – Malmö – Stockholm – 
Helsingfors service.  I wondered which airline operated the service.  I could only find reference to a first 
experimental night service over this route operated by AB Aerotransport (Swedish Air Lines) first flown 18-
19 June 1928, in John Stoud’s “Annals of British and Commonwealth Air Transport,” page 76.  This does not 
conform with Baldwin’s “Imperial Line” statement.  Who is the European airlines expert who can provide an 
accurate answer? 
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Two previously unseen Imperial Airways cachets 
 

Material provided by Keith Elliott, Stan Wheatcroft and Peter Wingent 
 
A copy of the cover and reverse illustrated below was sent to me by Keith Elliott.  Subsequently, he swapped 
it with Stan, hence both their names appear in the credit above.  The cover was flown by Imperial Airways’ 
first service from Singapore and is datestamped 30 December 1933.  The three Thomas Cook  & Sons perfin 
stamps provide added interest but the unusual aspect is the extremely attractive Imperial Airways/Cape Town 
cachet on the reverse.  Stan tells me Bryan Stokoe has a similar cover but it is the first time Stan and I have 
seen the cachet and it must have been applied only to mail addressed to Imperial Airways (c/o. S.E.E. Rowe).  
I consulted “Who’s Who in British Aviation, 1934,” but could not find a reference to S.E.E. Rowe.  Can 
anybody provide any details about him please? 
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I acquired recently the cover shown below.  It is a very commonly found first day of 20 cents per half ounce 
E.A.M.S. rate but it bears on the reverse a most unusual “Imperial Airways (Africa) Ltd./Lindi” cachet.  It is 
addressed to E.V. Dolby who was Air Mail Superintendent, Imperial Airways Postal Section, London, and all 
the script is in his hand.  Robin Higham, in “Britain’s Imperial Air Routes, 1918 – 1939,” page 154, says that, 
“Imperial Airways (Africa) Ltd. was registered as a private company on June 6, 1929.”  This followed 
financial negotiations between the British and South African governments.  David Jones, in “The Time 
Shrinkers,” page 206, adds that I.A. (Africa) Ltd. was “100% owned by the Corporation.”  I assume the 
Corporation was Imperial Airways. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If I.A. offices at Cape Town and Lindi had cachets, most probably all the other stations along 
not only the African route, but also the Eastern route had them.  Have you seen any others?? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


