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Editorial

Hello once again to you all. I hope you enjoy this addition of the Gazette, which may occupy you when rain
showers stop you from gardening.

Many thanks to those of you who have made contributions to this issue, both in the form of new articles or
material and also in response to questions raised in the last issue. It was very heartening to learn that you are
in agreement with my “executive decision” to make Stan Wheatcroft an Honorary Life Member and not one
voice was raised in dissent. There you are Stan: your efforts over the years are much appreciated.

I hope you will all be pleased to find that this issue is almost twice the size of the previous one and I would
like to make future issues around fifty pages. However, I have used up all the material to hand, except for a
large number of U.K., Indian, Australian and New Zealand post office notices kindly sent in by Duncan
Crewe, which I am holding in reserve. I will certainly use a number of them in the next issue.

I have been wondering if any of you would like to see any new features introduced, e.g. a questions and
answers section, items for sale or wanted, ‘my favourite album page’ (similar to “Cover of the Quarter” in the
“Air Mail News” I suppose), or anything else you can think of. Please let me know if you have any ideas.

I can understand that a questions and answers section would be problematic if a question was sent in just after
an issue was published. It would mean that it would not be answered for almost a year, by the time it was
published in the next Gazette and then answered in the following one. Nobody wants to wait that long! To
overcome the problem, I am willing to try to obtain an answer from members with the expertise relevant to the
subject matter and to send the reply to the questioner straight away. I would then include the answer in the
next Gazette for the interest of all.

Whilst surfing the internet recently, I came across a website entitled “Imperial Airways in Elounda/
Mirambello / Corfos Bay” which provides a description of the use by passengers of the I.A. motor yacht
Imperia and their stop at Crete. Also it describes the memorial to those killed in the Scipio crash and includes
some photographs of the grave site and one of the stone which I will show below but it might be difficult to
read. For those of you wishing to visit the website, the address is: http://www.in-crete.co.uk/imperial/

The text on the stone reads:

“In Loving Memory

Lieut. Richard Glen Wilson-Dickson,

Fifth Battalion royal Tank Corps.

Thomas Alexander Cecil (Whimmie) Forbes,
Late 16th Lancers and Indian Police

Who lost their lives as the

Result of a flying accident in

Mirabella Harbour 22nd August 1936.

He shall not grow old as we that are left
grow old. Age shall not weary him, nor the
years condemn. At the going down of the
sun and in the morning we will remember
him.

The Lord shall give thee rest from thy

1)

sorrow and from thy fear.’

Happy reading and thank you for your support.
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I.A. advertising slogan postmarks and Meikle’s hotel
By Peter Wingent

John Oliver’s advertising slogan postmarks illustrated on the front cover of this issue will, I hope, be of
interest to all members. Until I saw them, I was unaware that [.A. advertised in this way, having never seen
any examples before. I venture to say that examples must be very uncommon and would ask that if any of
you have others, please send me copies for inclusion in the next issue of the Gazette. At the foot of this page
is an illustration of a slogan postmark from a third large cover which John holds. The advertisement is of the
same type as the lower cover on the front page and is to the same address in Canada.

The top cover, presumably posted at, or by, Meikle’s in Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia, reminded me that [ have a
postal stationery cover from Meikle’s hotel in Salisbury, which was the overnight watering hole for L.A.
passengers when an overnight stop at Salisbury was timetabled. Below the cover I have included a table of
termini used by I.A., which is taken from Bradshaw’s International Air Guide, January 1937 edition, which I
thought might be of general interest to you all. Note that in these illustrations there are three different
spellings of Meikle’s: “MEIKLES” on John’s advertising postmark, “MEIKLE’S” on the cover below and
“MEIKELS” in Bradshaw. My bet would be that the spelling on the hotel’s own stationery is the correct one.
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Oistance and Tima allowance for conveyancs batwean Alrport and Tewn Tarminus,

TOWN | AIRPORT | TOWN TEI\HINUS ] Mites | Minutes
LONOON .| Croyden ... = A " SW. 1 .. 12 o
PARIS .| Le Bourget ] 45
BRINDIS .| Marine oo Hotel Intarnationsls v ! 5
ATHENS ... .| Phaleran Bay ... Hetsl Grande Sreusgne 4 15
ALEXANDRAIA ...... ! Ras-e!:Tin (Marine)l Hotal Cecil .o L} 10
CAIRO ......ovs .| Hellopalis Shepherrds Hotel 6 20
LUXOR ... Luxor Luxor Motel . 9 20
WADI HALFA Wadi Hal Wad!l Halfs Mo 3 5
KHARTOUM Khartoum.,. Grand Hotel ... b ) 10
MALAKAL ... . Malakal ... . lperisl Alreays Office o 2 ®
JUBA........ Juba ... ol Jubn Hotel ..iiiiiiianiananas - | ]
ENTEBBE Entebbe No Transport. - -
KISUMU .. Kisumu Klvumu Hotel 4 IS
NAIROBI ., Nairabdl Avenus Hotel . ¢ 15
MOSHI ..... Moshi Mawenze Hotel .. $ 1} 5
DODOMA ... .| Dodama B O 1 e T A S DR ) 10 I
MBEYA ... i Mbeya ... «| No Trampers - -
BROXEN HI _Broken Hill Boons Horel : 5

LSALISBURY Salisbury Malkels Hotal 2 10 |
BULAWAYD Bulswayo .| Grand Horel .. 1 17
JOHANNESBUAG ..., Germiston «| Carlton Motel (Germiston) 1] 0
KIMBERLEY .......... Kimbarloy o Queen's Hotel i o 5 5
CAPETOWN ...ovnnind Wluf-}_)'d,w Al:ain_bl_y_Ho:nl ................................. 6 20

*T10 minutes by car In dry sessan, 45 minutes by lsunch.
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Imperial Airways’ Bermuda ~ U.S.A. service

Response by Richard Beith to article on this service in issue 24

In Issue 24, page 14, I asked if anyone could provide the date of the change of the U.S.A. terminal
from New York to Baltimore for winter services of the Bermuda service. Richard Beith has come up
trumps by providing not only the date but also copies of a Pan Am letter and cover.

Richard found the answer in the book “The Flying Boats of Bermuda” by Colin Pomeroy, from
which the following is quoted:

“With the onset of winter, and Port Washington'’s placid waters susceptible to icing over, the U.S. end of the
line was moved to Baltimore, the first 1A flight from there being NB67 on 17 November, and to there being
BN67 two days later. The inbound and outbound flights at Baltimore were escorted by aircraft of the
Maryland National Guard, crowds of over 30,000 gathered at the airport ... ... ”

Richard adds that Pan Am continued to use Baltimore as a winter base into the early 1940s and
BOAC’s Boeing 314s went there for major servicing.

The long cover, illustrated on page 6, was posted in New York and contained the three page letter. It
was carried on Pan Am’s first mail flight to Bermuda. The letter was written by Van Drusen and was
addressed to himself. He was Pan Am’s head of PR and Richard says he was well known for writing
such florid publicity missives. It makes good reading, containing some thorough technical detail as
well as some funny bits.

Richard asked if I would include a review he has written of Pomeroy’s book, which I am very happy
to do, and it is included below. From the one brief quotation above I gained the impression that he is
a writer who has conducted thorough research and I would think the book will be invaluable to those
interested in the Bermuda services of [.A. and Pan Am. The review will also be published in “Air
Mail News.”

Book Review:

The Flying Boats of Bermuda by Colin A Pomeroy. 254 pages, softbound,
published by the author at Pallington Lakes, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8QU.
in 2000. ISBN 0-9698332-4-5. Available from Richard Beith, 14
Middlecroft, Guilden Sutton, Chester CH3 7HF at £20.95 inc UK P & P.

This very well printed and illustrated study makes fascinating reading.
For aerophilatelists, the most important sections deal with the history
and development of the joint Imperial Airways/Pan American service
from the USA to Bermuda in 1937-1939. There are photographs of
Cavalier and the Bermuda Clipper and a detailed account of the loss of
Cavalier in January 1939. Many rare photographs are shown including Pan
Am and BOAC Boeing 314s, the Latécoere 521/522 F-NORD, Catalinas,
Mariners and Sunderlands. A wide range of Appendices include the
abridged report by Major Mayo on the possibilities of air transport
between Bermuda and the USA by Imperial Airways dating from 1929 and
a short study of air mails and WWII mail censorship activities in Bermuda.

Richard also sent a page on L.A’s. transatlantic ‘planes from a magazine which he thinks was
probably either “Flight” or “The Aeroplane.” From the text, it appears to have been published in
August 1939. This is shown on page 7.
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Baltimore, Md.
March 16, 1938
Dear Sefior:

Gol-blimey, 1f we're not at it again - with another dividend - here-
with. And with it, the world's one and only air mail servioce passes into that
well known limbo of things which are no more, XNow, we've got four ailr mail
schedules where only one bloomed before! We're carrying Bermuda mail dack to
the States and our British cousins are oarrying mail down to the Islands, With
both lines cperating two independent schedules weekly, that means you can fly
your mail to Bermuda four days a week and receive air mail from the Islands 4
days out of 7.

This yere miniature opus, as all the hieroglyphics on the envelope
show, went to Bermuda on the first air mail flight of the U.S.A. Bermuda
Clipper. It arrived in Hamilton, cleared through the Post Office, and ocame
carting baok the next day to the Baltimore terminal, and thence flew on to you
by regular air mail, That's a combination for you that's going to be hard to
beat. And on the strength of it, we thought we might get together a little re-
view of this Bermuda service for you. It's been & pretty interesting pioture:

TRANSATLANTIC LABORATORY FLYIRG---After nine months of scheduled transport ser-
vice across the 800 miles of the Atlantic betwsen United States mnd Bermuda,
the first U.8, ocean air mail service on the North Atlantic was inaugurated
with today's flight of the U.S.A., BERMUDA CLIPPER on its regular flight from
Baltimore to Hamilton. The Imperial Airways service, which operates competitive
schedules with the Ameriocan airline over this occean route, under their charter
ag the "chosen instrument® of the British Government, have been carrying mail
by air from Bermuda to the United States terminals since transport servioe was
originally inaugurated in June of last year. Under agreements between the
United States and the Bermuda postal administrations both airlines will now
“earry-matl over-the route -tn both-dirsctions; providing-w four times weskly -
service between the Islands and the States., This service, in the nature of an
accommodation service, will make possible a 36 hour exchange of correspondence
between the States and the Islands in comparison with the week heretofore re-
quired for normal mail transfer.

Aside from the wide publio interest in the inauguration of the mail
service, indicated by an estimated volume of 20,000 "first flight® covers to be
earried during the opening day's service, the rooord of this nine months opera-
tion provides a preview of some of the technical problems that schedules aoross
the Atlantic between the United States and Burope are 1ikely to pose, The
dmerican service, operated by Pan American Alrways, has made 120 crossings (60
round trips) bommummmnomuanuummomm of opsra-
tion on these sohedules, transporting 1,288 passengers and registering a total
of 1,018,262 passenger miles.

During the same period Imperial Airways made 104 orossings (58 round
tripa) and carried a total of 667 passengers, some 535,017 passenger miles. The
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air mail cargees transported from the Islands to the States, averaged 12} pounds
per trip.

WINTER VEATHER---The engineers are in the couree of preparing a complete analy-
sis of the weather experience of these winter months, covering the operations

to Dermuda since the removal of the service from the temporary summer terminal
set up at Port Washington last Novermber. Whereas the terminal weather at the
wore soutbern port, Baltimore, was fairly moderate during the peak of the win-
ter, conditions over the oourse showed a wide variety of change, setting up real
problews of wind and oourse weather for the neteorolocictc to solve.

In addition to tho standard m Alorim oontmr weather map, for the

Bermuda service, & supplementary 3-dimensional weather map was developed in
_.order to show graphic oconditions at all attainable lsvels for the guidanse of

the Clipper captains on their scheduled operations. Interesting experiments wore
made on levels to avoid lce-forming temperatures, and to take full advantage of
high-to-gale winds where these could be used to lncrease croasing speed of the
airoraft, On those oocasions where ice formations were encountered in approach-
ing the terminal, the operations people expressed themselves as highly satisfied
with the operation of their huge de~icing equipment which, at the time of in-
stallation, represented the biggest job of this nature undertaken by the Good-
rich people, In cooperation with our own engineers they designed a set of wing
de~-icers, propeller slinger-rings and the necessary tail assembly coverage that
made previous jobs along these lines look like toys, The wing de-icers extend
the full length of the 118 foot wing and are in nine seotions. Bach seotion is
expanded and contracted by means of five alternately inflating rudbber tubes to
which alr is pumped from a mechanism mounted in the ianner seotion nacelles. They
worked exceptionally well every time they were counted on, dbut the chief reli-
ance was placed upon the avoidance of ice-forming layers and altitudes.

The most intriguing part of the whole winter's pioture has been the
ocontrariness of the winds, And from 1,000 feet up they present a far different
character than the surface winds which.have always been covered in the surface
shipping reports from which the standard weather maps are made, In many oases
where moderate winds up to 30 miles per hour were registered on the surfaoce,

_ upper air soundings showed gales at altitudes from 1,000 feet up, often reach-
ing a velocity of 120 knots at 8 to 10,000 feet. A number of trj.ps ‘were made
on schedule with head winds averaging 44 miles an hour on the weather map's
predetermination of wind forces whioh have, for the winter months, shown a
high record for our weather forecasters. There was no winter weather experi-
enced that caused cancellation, dut winds blew several proposed schedules right
off the boaoks,

And, the operations people point out, this little "Atlantio labora-
tory"™ is just an indication of what the broader ocean represents in terms of
real operating problems.

However, Spring is just around the corner and after a comparatively
dull winter, passenger volume is increasing day by day with near ocapscity book-
ings looming ahead for April--the peak of the Bermuda wravel season,

SCHEDULES---In 0ase you have not been able to keep up with the scheduled set
up, here they are again, now that Imperial Airways has added their second trip
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a woek:
To Bermuda: Pan American Alrways Wednesdays
Fridays
. o Imperial Alrways Thursdays

From Bermuda: Pan Ameriocan Airways Thursdays

" " Imperial Airways Wednesdays
Fridays

N et B e by S A A w5 (N AP0 ST 4 4 503 PR DTSR

The fare is still $1850 round trip--with six months stop-over privi-
lege. On the new alr mail rates: U.S. to Bermuda 10¢ per half ounce. From
Bermuda 9 pence (about 18¢) to Baltimore only. 6 pence (12¢) additional for
onward transport by air to any U.S8. post offioce.

Cheerio!

FAN AMERICAN AIRNWAYS SYSTEM
135 XAST 4ind BTREET
NEW YORK CITY

Mr. Willism Ven Dusen

Pan imericen Alirweys, Inc.,
135 E, 42nd Street

New York, N.Y.

&/ PAN ANTHICAN AITWAYS, INC.
| HAMILTON, BERMUDA ;

|

Cover described on page 3 (reduced to 80% full size) (Richard Beith collection)
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~ British
Transatlantic
Aircraft

HE lmperial  Awrwavs  transatlantic

servico is expected to begin this month
with  "“Cabot” and ""Cartbow."” These
machines belong to the modifind Empire
class Short flying boats, fitted  with
“Bristol''! Perstus Xllc aleeve valve eon-
gines. Another boat of this cluss is * Clvde, "
which i destined for the New York-
Bermuda service, and “Connemara,” the
flying boat that was burned oot at Hythe,
Southampton, on 19th June, also was of
this class. The tanks of this aireraft were
being refilled from a barge in readiness for
a test flight by night when there was an
explosion and fire broke out on the barge
Flames spread quickly to the flying baat, in
spits of all efforts to detach the burge, and
the "'Conpemara” finally sank,

"Cabol'' was the first of these fiving boats
to be launched, and on 20d December last
sho took off from the River Medway for the
first timo at a gross weight of 48,000 Ib.,
which . 5,500 Ib, more than that of the
standard ' Bristol"” Pegasus.engined Empire
boat, and 1,000 1b, more than the maximuam
figure registered by “Caledonia™ or “Cant-
bria' during the serics of transatlantic
survoy flights m 1937, In spite of this heavy
load, combined with the wdvers: con-
dittons imposed by a low tide and a cross-
river wind, the take-off occupied lesa
than 20 seconds.

Since then, as 4 resuit of oxtensive teats,
it has been decided to use constant-speed
airsorews instead of the two-position con-
trollable pitch type previously ftted, thus
. enabling full advantage to be taken of the
~ high torque capabilities of the Persens
slevve-valve engines, which provide a total

boat ““Cabot," ene of the two alrcrafl with which the co
Pholographs by courtesy of the Briatal

service s month.

take-off outpot of 3,560 b.hop, at a crank-
shaft speed of 2,700 r.pm. For climbing,
some 2800 blhip, is availsble up to the
rated altitude of 4,000 18, and although the
final official figures have not yet been
issued, it is understood that “Cabo” can
now reach this height in little more than
soven minutes {rom the start of the take-off
nin, carrying the foll take-off load men-
tioned above, This must be regarded as an
excellent performance, reflecting much
credit both on the mireraft as 4 whele and
on the power plant,

The total pormal cruksing power is
2,040 b.h.p., and the maximum output for
all.out level flight is 3,260 b.hop. Although
these figures ure slightly less than for the
Pegusus-engined boats, the cruising speed
14 about the same whilst the maximum
. in, if anything, rather higher. Tt may

erefore be mnferred that the reduction in
power has been off-set by an acrodynamic
advantage in macelle form, the Persens
engine cowl being some  three inches
smaller in  diameter than that of the
Peganus,

ln any case, the lower power required to
maintain - a  given crusing  speed  will
nmaturally enhance the benefit of reduced
specific fuel consumption offered by the
Perseus  sleeve valve engines  for the
long-distance flights.

In éxternal appearance "Cabes' and her

~ ""Cabot™ Ja Bitted with four “Mristol™ Perseus X1ic sleeve

valve engines, and this lestration shows one of these unlts
platferms in puitive for inspestion purpence

will begther (83 experinenta)
f

opisne Co. L, l

mester craft are almost sdontical with their &
predecessors, the basic asrodvnamic design |
and overall dimensions befng unaltersd, |
The hull and wingy lave been Ccansiderably l
strengthencd by the use of stitfer strocture -
members, however, and of thicker-guauge -
sheoting for the stressed-slin, An interest. |
ing new feature in the hull is the provision of
n retractable, transparént dome to enable
the nikvigator to take celestial abservations
with an entirely imobatructed view,

Although the general arrangement of the
engine nacelles remuins the siume as in the
older boats, the new power units ure |
readily dentifiable by two  distinetive |
external features. The 12 ft. § in, diameter |
constant-speed dirsorows are provided with |
nose-spinness,  which, incidentally, in- |
corporate uirscrew de-icing oil-slinger rings, |
while the exhaust manifolds are of the |
fatest “Bristol"  shroudéd type, giving |
tmportant  advantages in cooling char- |
actenmtics under certain  adverse con- -
ditions, Standard ' Bristol” low-draw cowls |
and controllable mir-outlet gills nre em- |
ployed, '

The inner pair of installations embody |
"Brstol”  engine-driven fAcressory Ar- |
boxes mounted on the bulkheads, providing |
drives for the two 1,000.watt electric i
generators, two vacuum pumps, and either |
a hydraubic pump or a lowpressure agr- |
Gompressor to soit alternative types of |
“automatic pilot.**

Each of these new flying boats is specindly |
equipped for refoelling in fAight, and it has |
boen officially announced that after success- |
{ul tests the Air Ministry and Imperial
Airways have adopted this method for use
in the transatlantic service. For the talke-off
at 46,000 b, gross weight 1,500 gulions of
fuel are carried. As 8001 a8 & ressonable
height Is reached, a “tanker”  aireraft
lowers a grapnel rope, which picks up o
lead-weighted ling already paid-out from
tho stern of the l!_ving boat, This line iy
hauled in by the “tanker” and then |
relowered with the fuolling hose wttachod. |
The hose is hasled down by means of a |
winch in the Hying boat, and makes con- |
tact with the specinl aporture in the stern, |
The connection is made mitral-tight by
4 hydrautic coupling. When 000 gatlons of -
fuel hiave been transferned tram the tanker, |
the latter withdoiws the hose, and the |
flying boat, now weighing soma 53,000 Ib,, |
proceeds on u non-stop fight of much longer |
duration than would otherwise lave been |
possible with a given pay-load, :

The Air. Ministry have equippod threo
Handley Page ""Hartow™ bombers to act as |
tankers for the transatintic operations. |

For the information contosned i this
nrticle we are indebled 10 " The *Bristol' Re-|

e O

kel el the Reictal domsnt... A
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The new Imperial Airways’ terminal building
Responses by Duncan Crewe, Bill Legg and Bryan Dudley Stamp to question in issue 24

In Issue 24, page 23, Duncan’s superb press photographs of the new I.A. terminal building in Buckingham
Palace Road were featured. I asked if anyone could provide the exact date of the opening of the new terminal
and | was both delighted and grateful to receive responses from Duncan, Bill and Bryan which not only
answered the question but also add further information, including two examples of an “Airways House”
postmark which I for one have never seen before.

The two items which follow provide us with the evidence that 5 June 1939 was the date of the official opening
of the terminal. The following is a report from the May 1939 edition of the real/ “Imperial Airways Gazette”
sent to me by Duncan.

THE NEW AIRWAYS HOUSE

The new Headquarters of Imperial Airways in Buckingham Palace Road (Victoria
2323) will be opened on 5 June and as from that date all passengers by the European
services of Imperial Airways, the Belgian Air Lines, the Danish Air Lines, the German
Airways, the Italian Air Lines, Railway Air Services and Swissair will leave from or
arrive at the new building. It can be easily picked out by its large central clock tower.
The Booking Hall and Departure Station is on the ground floor and the name is Airways
House. The West End Booking Office at 13 Charles II Street will remain open.

I must thank Bryan Dudley Stamp for drawing my attention to the extract below, taken from the very fine
book “Adventurous Empires” by Phillip E. Sims, published by Airlife in 2000 (page 92). This provides some
interesting additional detail.

“In November 1937, it was revealed that their
[i.e. Imperial Airways] new terminal building and
headquarters was under construction in London.
Designed by Mr. A. Lakeman, this edifice was to
become the starting point for all Imperial Airways’
passenger flights in Europe and throughout the
Empire.  There would be an entrance from
Buckingham Palace Road in addition to direct
access from Victoria Station. Although it was
hoped the building would be complete by the end
of 1938, it was not until Friday, 2 June 1939 that
Imperial  Airways  took over their new
headquarters, Airways House. The following
Monday, at 08.00, the first coach, full of
passengers for Croydon and the continent,
departed.

At 14.30, the first ‘Empire Special’ train from
Southampton arrived at Imperial’s Platform 17 on
Victoria Station. Outbound passengers departed
on the 20.05 that evening and spent the night at
Southampton, before their pre-breakfast take-off.
No sooner had the building been opened than
observation as to its unsuitability as a
headquarters following the proposed
amalgamation with British Airways was made.
However, bearing in mind the requirement to have
ready access to the Victoria to Southampton
railway and the limited availability of building
land at the time, no one could have foreseen this
shortfall.  Nevertheless, extensions were being
planned before the building came into use.”

From the information provided by Phillip Sims, I tried to identify the first Imperial Airways’ services to
depart from and arrive at the new Airways House. The first inward service was KN 101 from East Africa,
which departed Kisumu on 2 June and arrived at Southampton at 10.25 on the 5th. It was the only Empire
service to arrive at Southampton that day.

Unfortunately, I cannot find a record of an Empire service departing Southampton on Tuesday, 6 June which
would fit with Sims’ statement that, “Outbound passengers departed on the 20.05 that evening ...... before a
pre-breakfast take-off.” After 5 June, the next Eastern and African services both departed from Southampton
to schedule on the 7th.
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Duncan kindly provided the copy shown below of a British G.P.O. notice, announcing the extension of the
EAMS to Iraq, which has been struck with the “Airways House” datestamp on the day of the building’s
opening. I believe Iraq’s inclusion in the scheme was effective from 15 May 1939 and I wonder whether the
well-known collector George King took the recently issued notice along to Airways House and asked for the
datestamp to be applied. It is the sort of concoction of which he was so fond!

I have not seen any examples of the datestamp used on any commercial mail, unlike the frequently seen
“Wilton Road/Hudson’s Place” datestamp of earlier years. Does anyone have such a cover?

THE EMPIRE AIR MAIL SCHEME

now extends ¢to

IRAQ

(and Kuwait)

All first class mail—letters, letter-
packets and postcards—for lIraq
and Kuwait goes by air as the
normal means of transmission,
under the same arrangements as

those applicable to other countries
in the Empire Air Mail Scheme

LETTERS

I2d. for each HALF ounce

POSTCARDS Id.

Proof that George King was aware of the “Airways House” datestamp is provided on the following page by a
second example of the stamp struck on a cover addressed to King, kindly sent in by Bill Legg.

To round off this Airways House saga, a final press photograph, again from Duncan, of masons chiseling the
sculpture over the main entrance to the building is also shown on the next page.



June 2004 (Issue 25)

Imperial Airways Gazette

S dNINGA




June 2004 (Issue 25)

Imperial Airways Gazette

I.A. passenger leaflet and Greek labels advertising air mail
Material provided by Paul Magid

At the end of February I had the great pleasure of renewing acquaintance with Paul and meeting his wife
Carol for the first time when they made an overnight stop in London, whilst they were on their way from
Washington DC to Madagascar, Mauritius and The Seychelles for a wildlife holiday. So Paul handed the
following items to me in person.

The passenger leaflet below (reduced size) makes amusing reading including, as it does, a request to not throw
items out of the window of the ‘plane and a reassurance that passengers can move around a ‘plane without
affecting the aircraft’s balance! Great fun! The leaflet is not clearly dated but there is a small reference
number “IA/F/30,” printed at the foot of the center column in the upper illustration, which probably indicates
the leaflet was issued in 1930.

On the following page is a copy of an album sheet of Paul’s showing the Greek air mail advertising label of
the same type as illustrated in D. Field’s book. Paul was prompted to give me this after seeing Joan
Widdowson’s cover in the last Gazette. See page 10 of Issue 24. Thank you for these items Paul.

J W

How lifebels is waosn

ifebelts are provided, as on ships. in
case af emergdency when crossing the
Channel.

To adjusl.

Put the belt on as you would a waist-
coat, by passing the arms through the
shoulder-straps so that the brass operating
lever comes to the bottom right-hand sice.
Haoopk the brass buckles in front.

To inflate.

Hold the alr bottle {which will be felt
inside the belt) in the left hand and press
the operating lever upwards with the right
hand.  If the cylinder does not work, inflate
by mouth. after unscrewing the valve an the
left side of the belt. When sufficiently in.
flated, screw down tightly the mouthgiece
valve.

J very acroplane is fitted with an emengency

exit in the roof of the cabin. [t is clearly

marhed as such and will open by pulling the
ring attached to it

assengers need have no cause for alarm

when hearing the engines slowing down:
this is only an indication that the pilot is
preparing to land, that he wishes to reduce
speed, or that he desires to fly at a lawer
altitude which may, in his apinion, be advis.
able owing to calmer wealther or better
visibility, e1c

1l Imperial Airway macaines and engines

are of British design and manufacture
and are flown by British pilots The Com-
pany is British throughout and. in fact
Imgperial Airways is an amalgamation of all
the British Air Transport Companies

Are

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS
- LID

request their passengers

ta be kind enough to read the accompanying
notes which have been prepared for thelr
convenience when travelling by air. they
explain ;
e nareal moverescy of an
Acroglese in flgght,

ow to travel with the grearest
womfor,

he geecautions which ore Takes
aguinat and the nction to e
token w an emendency

AINWAYS  OUSE. AIR PCAT OF

CHATLES  ATPRET, LGNDON
LOWER AEGENT &¢ CHOVDON, SURERY

——— LW

Notes for Comfort and Convenience
of Passengers.

pecial clothing s not ¢ y for alr
travel: clothing suitable for a motorcar
journey is adequate.

aps of routes can be obtained free at
the various stations before departure.

o not be concerned If the machine on

starting taxies slowly towards a corner
of the aerodrome. An aeroplane always
starts and lancig head against the wind
After a small run the machine almost imper-
ceptibly rises from the ground.

e recommend passengers 1o place cotton
waol in their ears to deaden the noise
aused by the engines,

Sllahl deafness is sometimes caused by

atmospheric pressure, and jwawaliole re-
Hef can be obtained by either just blowing
your nose, with the nostrils pinched together.
or, when landing by going through the action
of swallowing.

n order to turn, an aeroplane banks-—

one side is raised above the horizontal and
the other side lowersd, This is a perlectly
safe movement.

"Air pockets ™ do not exist, and when

“bumps” occur they are caused by
upward and downward currents of air, which
have a similar effect upon acroplanes, as
waves have on ships.

izziness. as experienced by some peogple

when leoking down from a high building.
is unknown in aeroplanes, as there is no
connection with the earth,

A ir sickness affects fewer passengers than

sea sickness: several of the propeictary
r dies are completely i Cus-
pidors are provided for the use of passengers.
Experienced passengers say that the finest
cure foe sea sickness is fresh air,

e windows of the cabin can be opened or
shut as desired. .

"
1l Imperial machines flylng o the Conti-
nental scheduled. services have lavalory

accommaodation at the rear of the cabin. and

passengers can freely move about the cabin
without affecting the balance of the acroplane.

rinking water and glasses are carried on
all Imperial acroplanes.

Il is prohibited by Government Regulations
to smoke or light maiches in the aero-
planes.

Jothing whatsoever should be thrown out
of the windows of the acroplane.

In the case of necessity. passcngers can
communicate with the pllot through the
aperture in front of che cabin

our pilot is in constant touch with his

Terminal Acrodrome by means of wire-
less telephony. He recelves reports regarding
the weather conditions at frequent intervals,
and can ask for any information he needs at
any time.
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ATHENS LABELS FOR ARRIVING FOREIGN AIR MAIL
MAY 18, 1933
One thousand labels were issued on May 18, 1933 to be affixed in Athens to incoming mail carried by Imperial
Airways lines from Africa and Asia. They were attached to the front or back of the letter (usually the back) and
tied with a purple arrival cachet. Most of the labels were used within the first two weeks of issue.

ALEXANDRIA - ATHENS

]

S0d

g Very late usage of the label (Jan. 1934)
Nl apparently affixed to commercial mail.

™

'—2 Transtation of Text

& CORRESPOND BY MAIL

\J

The atached letter has arrived quickly, as it was sent
by air ingil - Reply in tite same manner. Apply for
information re air fee required and all other
particulars to your local Post Office.  If necessary
apply in writing to ux

Post Telegraph and Telephone H.0. Mbsistry of

Communications
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A postcard from the House of Assembly, Cape Town — 6.6.33
from
L.A. Wyndham to W.E. Wheatcroft

By Stan Wheatcroft

Dear Mr Wheatcroft,

Yours of 18" May with copy of 1.A. circular to hand yesterday, also
Nairobi-England cover for which many thanks. I understand extension to Calcutta will be with
air mail leaving London on Sat. I* July and first flight from Calcutta on 11" July, Owing to
being very hard up will not be able to afford going for many covers from Calcutta & Allahbad but
will send off some to these places by the air mail from Cape Town on 31" June but don't think
they will get cachet like the Madras covers did as I.A. will discontinue night stop at Karachi and
will fly through to Jodhpur. 1 will enclose covers for you from this end. Am wondering whether
you will be able to get some souvenir covers through to me by air mail to use from here. 1 will be
despaiching from (1) Cape Town; (2) Windhoek; (3) Durban; (4) Pietersburg; (5) S. Rhodesia;
(6) N. Rhodesia.

You no doubt will be despatching from London (G.P.O.) & Croydon Aerodrome. Will be glad if
you will include 3 covers from both places for me to Allahbad and Calcutta.

If you arrange for covers to be despatched from Indian centres include 2 for me from each place
to Cape Town and I to Windhoek. Also to the following (1) Poste Restante Bulawayo, (2) P.R.
Broken Hill, (3) P.R. Elizabethville, Congo Belge. I will write for the return of these. Place your
initials at back of covers. You can also send to P.R. Durban if you like as Union Airways now
links with I.A.

If you are arranging any covers from Europe direct or through Lindman from Malmo would like
one cover from each place to Calcutta & will take my share in the cost and expenses in anything
you go in for. Have you thought of Canada?

I have been successful in securing two Broken Hill-Madras covers. Only 3 exist including the one
[ arranged. Fellow in P.Q. there copied me and sent 4 of which I have now got two in exchange
for stamps. Will be sending you one by next ordinary mail. Also a few Egyptian air booklets.

Understand there was a special air mail from Nyasaland to Salisbury last week in connection
with the air rally held at Blantyre. Unfortunately my correspondent was away on holiday in
England so I missed the bus.

The accelerated ( T - England covers sent Io G.P.O. on 3™ May were returned today. They were
backstamped 15" May (Monday) and not 13" as expected. Will be sending you one on Friday.

If you want what may turn out a good cover from Calcutta arrange one or two to P.R.
Georgetown, British Guiana, Registered. Good centres in Europe would be Berlin, Vienna,
Malmo or Stockholm, Prague, Naples. By way of a “novelty” I will try and get a couple of covers
off from Swaziland. Well no more for the present. Am not feeling too well. Kindest regards.

Yours sincerely

L.A.Wyndham
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Front and reverse of the postcard from L.A. Wyndham to W.E. Wheatcroft
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Below 1s a copy of the cover referred to by L.A.Wyndham in the postcard. [t was flown by
Imperial Airways’™ service AN 82 from Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia on 1 October 1932 to
Cairo where it connected with I.A. service IE 185 on 11 October to Karachi. From there it was
carried on Tata & Sons first service to Madras where it arrived on 16 October.
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Karachi to Madras
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On 15 October the mail was carried from Karachi via Ahmedabad to Bombay. pilot Mr.
J.R.D.Tata, on the 16 October it was carried from Bombay via Bellary to Madras, Pilot Mr. N.
Vintcent (note Spelling). The aircraft was a D.H. Puss Moth - VT-ADN,

The D.H. Puss Moth and, inset, the pilot Mr. N. Vintcent



June 2004 (Issue 25) Imperial Airways Gazette

Post cards of Imperial Airways aircraft

By Duncan Crewe

Editor’s note: Duncan has kindly provided the following material from his superb collection of post cards.
This is an ongoing series and he wrote to tell me that this selection brings it to the end of the “As” in his
collection. He was very surprised to discover that all his postcards of the AW27 type are of Ensign, given that
there were fourteen aircraft of this type built for LA. Duncan says that if any members have other cards of
AW27s or Avro 652s, he would be happy to scan them for inclusion in a future issue. Thank you Duncan.

Armstrong Whitworth AW 27 of Imperial Airways

The largest landplane ever built for the airline, the prototype first flew on 24 January
1938, being brought into service in October. Eleven aircraft were in regular airline
service when war broke out. Three were destroyed by enemy action in 1940 while the rest
were re-engined and sent to the Middle East where they carried out transport duties with
BOAC.

AW 27 Ensign published by Valentines

AW 27 Ensign no publisher given

TENSIGN T IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LINER, K.1836
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AW 27 Ensign published by J Salmon

AW 27 Ensign published by C Price Croydon

Impesist Airways " tnshais
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AW 27 Ensign published by Valentines

> - 3
IMPERIAL AIRV/AYST L2 TENSIGNTAIR LINER.

AW 27 Ensign published by the Times newspaper

. . £ 2 g -
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS ENSIGN AIR LINER A PHOTOGRANY INOH = THE TIHES ~
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AW 27 Ensign published by J Godneff France

Y

NI
IENSIGN

fenar crigvined o4, 2 S0
i lineers & !
PROMENADE PRGH

SMORING ('105\3. h




June 2004 (Issue 25) Imperial Airways Gazette

Avro Type 652 of Imperial Airways

Better known by its RAF service name of Anson , only two pre war civil versions of the Avro
652 were built. Both entered service with Imperial Airways in March 1935 and were used on
charter work and to operate the supplementary mail service to Brindisi. During the war they
were impressed and saw service with the Royal Navy.

Avro 652 published by Tucks

Avro 652 Ava published by J Salmon
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A Lake Bracciano question answered
and
My father’s flight from Alexandria to Southampton
By Bryan Dudley Stamp

Editor’s note: Bryan kindly sent the two items which follow. The press cutting shown on this page is from the
Wednesday, 21 September 1994 edition of the “Daily Mail,” concerning the use of Lake Bracciano by I.A. In
addition to that which Ron Wilson wrote in his reply to the question, I can add that in an [.A. Traffic Notice,
dated 3 March 1937, is contained the following paragraph which provides an exact date of the commencement
of calls at the lake:

“It should be noted that up to the 9th March all inward services are scheduled to fly Alexandria — Southampton in two
days with a nightstop at Brindisi. As from and including that date Bracciano (Rome) will be used for the nightstop
except for the Westbound Duplicate service on Tuesdays which will continue to use Brindisi until facilities will permit of
a double nightstop at Bracciano.” [This applied to African and Eastern services].

On the pages 22 and 23 is a fascinating account, written by Bryan’s father, of his visit to Egypt in April 1939,
involving an unexpected return to England in the S23 flying boat Corinna. It provides a wonderful taste of
the period and of the impending war. Bryan asked me to explain that “Le Play,” referred to in the text, was
the Le Play Society for Geographical Expeditions and that Elsa was Mrs. Stamp!

en
VISitors
could &

An Empire flying boat: Services to Italy were stopped by war

fly off to Rome by boat

- Did passenger flying
QUESTION: boats from Britain TO"'
use Lake Bracciano, near Rome, in the
inter war years and did the wing of a
large plane | saw there in World War Il RESPO 1

come from one sunk to stop the Ger- ‘COR

—

mans taking it?

IMPERIAL Airways put & proving
flight by the Short 523 Empire fiying
boat G-ADUW Castor, in the hands
of Captains G. J. Powell and A. Gor-
don Store, through Lake Bracciano
on January 4, 1937, en route to Alex-
andria. On February 8, 1937, Captain
W. C. Alger began flying the same
aircraft on scheduled services, Brac-
ciano was used as the stop for Rome,
being 16 miles north-west of the city.
Filying-boat services continued until
June 10, 1940, when Italy entered the
war. After the war the flying boats
flew via Augusta, Siclly, and Brac-
clano wasn't used,

8ir John Ross Stainton, who was
chief superintendent at Bracciano in
the pre-war months, has no know-
ledge of an aircraft being sunk o

prevent the Germans getting it
R.AR. Wiison, Historical Amation
Service, Ruislip, Middlesex
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My next expedition with Le Play was also doomed to
frustration. I undertook to 1eauLan ambitious further-afield study

Rl

tour to Egypt, going up the Nile as far as Luxor, then by ship to
Cyprus, via Haifa. We left Victoria, with Miss Tatton as hostess, by

the 11 a.m. Golden Arrow for Paris on Thursday, 6 April, 1939, and

had dinner in the Gare de Lyon before boarding the Marseilles night
express. Next worning we claimed our cabins on the P.& O. Cathay

and went for an afternoon tour to lLa Cﬁotat and Cassis, sampling de
ngg ny favourite Vin de Cassis - a fine local vin ordinaire which
will not or does not travel. This was Good Friday. Wwe left at

4.00 next morning and it was not until we were well out fo sea and
emerged for breakfast that we learnt of the previous days events.
Mussolini :had chosen Good Friday to invade and occupy Albania. Was
this the Second World War? The glamour of Munich had long since
departed and minds were turning reluctantly to the prospect of war

at least ipthe near future. What should have been four quiet days

at sea over Easter were days of anxiety, but no news. When we

arrived at Port Said early on the morning of Wednesday, 12 April

Miss Tatton and I at once sough€ an interview with the British

Consul. His official advice, relaid from the Embassy in Cairo, was
quite definite: get home as quickly as possible. But as every

other tourist had been given precisely the same advice we soon dis-
covered there was not a hope of a ﬁerth on any ship for the next
month, and we should do well to stick to the tour we had arranged.

So we took our reserved seats in the midday train for Cairo, regching
there by 5 in the afternoon and establishing ourselves in the National
Hotel, and after tea had a visit to the Citadel. We held a discus-
sion - we were only a small group - my diary names eight - and

agreed officially to abandon the tour. Those who wishedgz:2§ollow
the bookings arraAged, = t:;tﬁh ieke their own way back to ¢
England. Personally I was iph dilemma. Here I was, so near the coun-

try I had so long wanted to see, but I knew Elsa would be beside



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2004 (Issue 25)

herself with worry. I felt my first duty was to get back - if I
coﬁld. So in the morning I tried Imperial Airways. They could
promise nothing: it depended on the weight of mail coming in from
Khartoum. If I liked to take the change and go to Alexandria
hoping for the best, they would give me a provisional booking. So
that afternoon I had a pleasant train trip through the fascinating
delta lands to Alexandria, and made the headquarters of the
Imperial Airways - the Hotel Cecil. At four in the morning I was
called - my luck was in and I could get on the 'Corinna': a Short
nggﬁrtgad Flying Boat. As I joined the queue for a ticket I
thought I recognized the broad back in front: it was C.S.S.
Higham of Longmans. 80 taking off at 5.0 a.m. we made the coast

of Crete in four hours, down to refuel, on to Piraeus. From -
Piraeus over the Corinth Canal, and shortly we were informed by the
Captain that we must return owing to troubie with the radio. So
back to Piraeus we went, nobody came on board to inspect the radio,
s0 that was obvikusly an excuse. Then off again: anxious views
northwards to Albania as we crossed the Adriatic mouth, but down
at Brindisi without trouble. Last lap: a volcaniillakeu:ome 20
miles from Rome. An official came on board to inform Xkxk that our
arrival had coincided with an official visit of the Gemman General
Goering. A mock air-raid would be staged that evening, all lights
would be extinguished, any stragglers in the streets would be
taken to prison - by force if necessary. You may prefer, was the
lacgn}c advice, to stay in your hotel. So we drove to the
Quirente and had time for a walk to the Colosseum and to see

Mussolini's maps in concrete to show the spread uf the new Italian

Empire. Albania was just being cemented in. That night a racket

1ike hell let loo;e was the mock air raid, and I barked my shins
on the bedroom furniture in the dark. Next morning off again,
brezkfast over Corsica, down to refuel at Marseilles, and again at
Macon on the Rhone. The old flying boats were slow and comfortable:
a promerale deck to stroll and admire the Eiffel Tower as we flew

low over Paris, and so, with scarcely a movement, to land at

Senthamnton hyvy 4 AN and T maAda Bnde +that micht - Sdurdow 16 Anril
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The pride of my Imperial Airways ephemera collection - my Fathers Imperial Airways
'Baggage Tag' from his very first flight which was aboard the Empire Flying Boat 'Corinna'
G-AEUC coming home (quickly because of the approaching war) from Alexandria to
Southampton 14-15th April 1939. Then it was by train to London (Waterloo) and with a
change of platforms back to his beloved Bude in Cornwall also by train all in one day!.
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Croydon airport ~ early press photographs and postcards
Material provided by Roy Farquharson-Eskell

Roy has kindly sent the rare and fascinating press photographs and post cards shown on this and the following
pages. Some of them include his father, Dallas Eskell, who was Traffic Manager for Imperial Airways from
its inception in 1924 until approximately 1931. The photographs belonged to his father and, after his death in
1973, were in his mother’s possession. She would not part with them so Roy spirited them away on
permanent loan, unbeknown to his mother!

Roy gave me a fascinating account of his father’s colourful career which I am sure will be of interest to all. It
makes my careers in shipbuilding and teaching look very mundane!

Dallas Eskell was born in 1880. He served as a Captain in the Royal Flying Corps during WW1 and was shot
down twice. After the war he was, for a short time, a bank clerk but by 1921 he was an MI5 Intelligence
Officer in Ireland. His career must have taken another swift turn because by 1924 he was Traffic Manager for
Instone Air Line when it was absorbed into I.A. He remained as Traffic Manager with [.A. until circa 1931,
when he joined Alan Cobham’s Flying Circus as manager, which included a tour of South Africa in the winter
of 1932/33. In December 1935, when C.W.S. Scott Air Display took over Cobham’s Circus, Dallas Eskell
became General Manager for the Scott organisation. By way of a change, in 1950 he took over the
management of the Aga Khan’s racing stud in Ireland but returned to aviation in 1954 when he ran Silver City
Airways in Tripoli, Libya. He also played rugby for Bath and cricket for Somerset.

As an example of how a twist of fate can affect our lives, Dallas Eskell was told at the last minute that he was
not quite senior enough to be included in the party to fly on the ill-fated R101, in October 1930. He lived to
the ripe old age of 93.
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A party of Red Indians from Canada who came to Croydon for a “spin” in an Imperial Airways aeroplane.
On the right-hand side is the Traffic Manager, Captain Dallas Eskell, who persuaded one of the pilots to take them up.
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Capt Franklyn Barnard winner of
the Kings Cup Air Race;8th Sept
1922. The Aeroplane was a DH4a
S G-EAMU City of York.Supporting
.?’¢ him on his right side is Cap!
Dallas Eskell




Imperial Airways Gazette June 2004 (Issue 25)

Capt. Franklyn Barnard, Chief Pilot of Imperial Airways in 1924. Twice winner of the King’s Cup Air Race.
First World War fighter pilot in the R.F.C., he was tragically killed during a test flight in July 1927 at Bristol.

When 1. A. first opened up in April 1924, the only foreign airlines permitted to land at Croydon were
K.L.M., Sabena, Junkers (later D.L.H.) and Air Union. The photo shows the five General Managers of
these airlines at Amsterdam Airport and in the background a Junkers Luft Hansa aircraft.

(Norlin — Sabena; von Winterfeld — Junkers; Barnard — I.A.; Niewenhuis — K.L.M.; Malaquin — Air Union)
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Passengers disembarking from an Argosy aircraft, G-EBLF, City of Birmingham, about 1927.
The man in the trilby hat nearest the lady passenger is Dallas Eskell, the Traffic Manager.

Passengers embarking aboard a de Havilland DH34 Instone airliner.
This aircraft was soon to be transferred to Imperial Airways.
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Sir Alan Cobham, who surveyed the routes for Imperial Airways
both across Africa to Cape Town and to India and Australia.

‘DAILY MAIL COPYRIGHT,

Alan J. Cobham arriving at Croydon Aerodrome, 13 March 1926, on his return from the Cape in

his DH50, G-EBFO. This aircraft was fitted with a 385 hp Siddeley engine; max. speed 130 mph.



June 2004 (Issue 25)

Imperial Airways Gazette

RESNERA A 7o d 1
S _é:- Bant e

Lrovdon - AersBrome
pftinetTal Nir Far!

Three early post cards of Croydon Aerodrome

Croydon Aerodrome had been utilized for national purposes continuously since Dec.
1915 when it was established as part of the air defence of London. It was adopted as the
Customs Airport of London in succession to Hounslow Aerodrome on 29 March 1920.
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CY L — MAMGLEY PAGE G RNBL CHARTEIRED BY AVIATION TOURS LTD

Photo. (top) and post card (bottom) of Handley Page W8B, G-EBBI, “Prince Henry.”

Post card of de Havilland DH34, G-EBBT, “City of New York,” in Instone livery.
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Post cards featuring complimentary views of the main booking hall at Croydon Aerodrome.

Circa 1928.
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Imperial Airways to the rescue
By Duncan Crewe

The cover illustrated above is a fascinating one. In the normal course of events it would
have been flown across the Pacific to the USA by the FAM 14 service of Pan American
Airways. This had been inaugurated on 29 April 1937 when the S 42B Hong Kong
Clipper flew the mail to Manila to join the main trunk route to San Francisco. The Hong
Kong-Manila feeder service had been ended in December 1937 when Pan American
Airways took the decision to fly the trunk service through to Hong Kong. This was
scheduled to operate on a weekly basis with the flight leaving Hong Kong each Thursday
and arriving in San Francisco the following Tuesday.

Problems arose however in 1938 when the Hawaii Clipper disappeared when flying the
Guam-Manila sector on the 29 July. This left Pan American Airways with only two M
130 aircraft to operate the Trans Pacific service and they could not maintain a weekly
schedule. Instead an attempt was made to maintain two services every three weeks. In
September and October however this scheduled was further disrupted by bad weather and
this led to mail being dispatched by the Imperial Airways service to Southampton for
onwards transmission by sea. This was reported fully in the London Times of 18 October:

“Air mails and certain newsreel films dispatched from Hong Kong to Canada and the
United States have lately arrived in this country by Imperial Airways for forwarding by
ship to American ports. By this route the mails and films should reach their destination in
12 days, and in certain circumstances this form of joint transport affords the quickest
means of communication between Hong Kong and America. This is explained by the
relative infrequency and occasional irregularity of the Pan American Airways service
between San Francisco and Hong Kong.

Since the loss by that company of the Martin flying boat Hawaiian (sic) Clipper there
have not been enough flying boats to maintain the weekly service across the Pacific and
the schedules were altered to allow two services every three weeks. Two successive
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services from America, due at Hong Kong on September 23 and October 2 respectively

failed to arrive, one having been turned back at Guam on account of typhoons and the

other having turned round at Manila for similar reasons. With the accumulation of two
air mail dispatches on his hands the Postmaster General of Hong Kong decided to
consign them by Imperial Airways to England for transhipment to America. These mails,
rather more than 100 lbs. in weight left Hong Kong on October 7, arrived Southampton
on October 13 and should reach New York today [18 October] or tomorrow.

The uncertainty of the air service across the Pacific has also led to experimental
dispatches along the Imperial Airways route of news films made in China by
representatives of the cinematograph companies. If the Pan American Airways service
could be relied upon for regular operation it would be preferable to send such film
negatives on the seven days journey by air across the Pacific and the further days flight

from San Francisco to New York. When dispatches from Hong Kong become doubtful it is

likely to suit the film companies better to use the longer route and to be reasonably
certain of having their negatives delivered in New York within 12 days of leaving Hong
Kong.”

The mail that had been held in Hong Kong and dispatched on 7 October would have been
franked at the regular rate of $2 80c per 'z oz. The cover above however is franked at the
$1 20c¢ rate, which covered the air fee to Europe and onwards-surface transmission. The
sender was clearly aware of the disruptions to the Trans Pacific service and therefore
chose (or was advised by the Post office), that it would be cheaper and more certain to
send his letter by Imperial Airways to London. It was posted in the evening of 26
September and would have left the colony on service HB70 which departed on 29
September. This connected at Bangkok with service SW 22, Mail reached London on 7
October. This is the first cover I have come across that illustrates this fascinating period
of Hong Kong airmail history. Others must exist. including covers franked at the $2 80c¢
rate which had been held over by the Hong Kong Post Office and dispatched on the
Imperial Airways service on 7 October.. It is possible that mail continued to be dispatched
via Britain until early 1939 for it was not until the introduction of the new Boeing 314
aircraft on to the Pacific route in February of that year that Pan American Airways was
able to restart its weekly schedule.

Pan-American Airways’ Glen Martin flying boat “China Clipper”
at Manila on the San Francisco ~ Hong Kong service.
(Photo. and caption from “The World’s Airways” by Robert Finch. Pub. 1938)



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2004 (Issue 25)

Uncle Will and his air mail friends
By Stan Wheatcroft

Part 1

My uncle, William E Wheatcroft, was something of a bit part amateur actor on the world stage when
the airlines in the 1930s were developing their routes and carrying air mails. His friends were also
actors on this stage with parts of varying importance. L A Wyndham was his great friend and had a
star part in the South Africa scene. Other good friends were Gertrude L Collins in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne who had a similar part to my uncle and Dixon Rand, latterly of New Britain, Territory of New
Guinea, who perhaps had only a walking on role. There is evidence from covers that he received that
there were other friends and acquaintances but the part they played has been lost in the mists of time.

For me the story of these air mails began when I was a schoolboy of eleven in 1942 and was told
after his death that he had “left me his stamp collection”. A short time later a large trunk was
delivered and when it was opened and an initial search had been carried out there did not appear to
be such a thing in it. Instead we found bundles of little envelopes with stamps in them, other bundles
of envelopes some with brightly coloured designs on them and a number of books and other strange
objects of which I did not know their use. Now Uncle Will had lived at 133, Melbourne Road,
Ibstock (5 miles from Measham where [ lived) but he had an ironmonger’s shop in the centre of the
village. In addition to selling these wares he had used the stamps in these little envelopes to make up
packets of stamps to sell to schoolboys who used to collect the like to help pass away the long winter
evenings. This sideline he had used to finance his air mail interest.

There seemed to be little of interest to me in that trunk and so it was repacked and put into a room at
the front of the house, this had been part of shop which had a large window in it and there it
remained pretty much forgotten. Our house was directly on the main road between Birmingham and
Nottingham and so was pretty busy. One day a vehicle’s tyre ran over a stone, which had shot out
and hit the window causing it to crack badly. It could not be repaired because we were in the middle
of the war and so it was boarded up as well as it could be. There the trunk was left, half exposed to
the elements until years later when this large window was removed and the opening was bricked up
to allow a smaller ordinary window to be put in, Fortunately the trunk survived this period without
any damage and in fact stayed there when Mary and | were married and had a flat there, which
included this room. In 1961 we had a new house built on the outskirts of Measham, where we live
now, and the trunk moved with us. It was not until we had settled in here that | decided to
reinvestigate the trunk and its contents.

In the period between when it first arrived and when 1 started to take an interest in it I had been to
school and to college and qualified as an aeronautical engineer, started work and completed my
national service after obtaining a national service commission in the Royal Air Force. I am glad to
say that the trunk and its contents survived this period of some twenty odd years without any damage
whatsoever.

Having been trained in aeronautics it was perhaps to be expected that [ started to develop an interest
in the air mail covers in the trunk for indeed such were the bundles of envelopes with coloured
designs on them. | found that the key to their analysis was a small red book, in the trunk, with the
title “Imperial Airways (and Subsidiary Companies)” compiled by N C Baldwin, No. 10 of the “Aero
Field” handbooks of Francis J Field. This together with a degree of help from D Fields “Air Mail
Stamps and Airposts of the World, 1934”, also in the trunk, satisfied most of my needs for years
afterwards. There was a third book of great importance in the trunk and this was L. A Wyndham’s
classic “The Airposts of South Africa™ which is undoubtedly the finest book of that country’s air
mails before the war. There will be more of that book later but all that need be said here is the
dedication in it:-
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W.I5. Wheatrofi, Iisq.
In remembrance of a great friendship formed through the hobby with which this little volume deals.
L.A.Wyndham 30/11/36

These people were all “hands on™ air mail collectors. They sent or arranged for their own covers to
be carried on the first services. For Uncle Will he got his information mostly from the Post Office
Daily List which was available in the Post Office just over the road from his shop. He would then
address (Poste Restante) and stamp a letter to go on the required service and enclose an envelope, an
International Reply Coupon for the correct amount and a note asking for the original cover’s return
in the one enclosed. The same process would be used with suitable changes to obtain a return
service cover. Later Imperial Airways supplied their covers and a similar method whereby collectors
could get them carried between any stages on their new routes.

COUPON-REPONSE INTERNATIONAL

International Reply Coupon.
This cpopan may he exchanged in any eouniry of the Postal Uslon lar » pestage
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perte ou des Usbrvaeponty teprdscntant Je mgntaal e Paliranchimement dlste
Ivtire slmply & destisation de Ptranger: il ool valabbe pendont un deaal de 4l
mein, nott compris celel de won Emicion,
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They also engaged the help of foreign dealers such as Muller in France and Lindman in Sweden, post
masters, bank managers, Thomas Cook & Sons and in fact anyone who would provide a rare
dispatch or acceptance for a first service.

Occasionally there were failures. Uncle Will sent 16 covers to East London which were intended to
be carried from there by Union Airways first service to Cape Town and then by ship to England.
They all arrived having travelled overland to Cape Town. Each was registered with a 6d stamp.
Another failure was when mail was sent to some postmasters on route asking them to send it by
Imperial Airways first East Africa return flight. They on receipt had sent the mail straight back.

Both Uncle Will and L.A. Wyndham appear to have started sending airmails in 1929 but they
probably did not get into contact with each other until the first flights to and from South Africa by
which time they were in full swing. Gertrude Collins was a little earlier than them, sending airmails



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2004 (Issue 25)

to be flown in India. The opening of Imperial Airways’ route to India in 1929 undoubtedly caused
a surge in the collecting of airmails.

The letters that were in the trunk were all from his friends because of course, with one exception — a
reply paid card, the letters that he sent did not return to him. Most of the letters were from L A
Wyndham or his father, Charles Wyndhan. L.A.’s son and his wife visited us in 1985 when they
visited England. 1 had tried to make contact with any of L.A.’s family by writing to the South Africa
Air Mail Society and had been put in contact with his eldest son Charles. In a letter written before
we met he gave a brief history of his father and grandfather:-

Both my father and grandfather as well as collecting stamps and air mails were also very interested
in birds. My grandfather also possessed an egg collection which we have been given to understand
was one of the finest in the world, alas, that too is no longer in the family. My father bred canaries
and received the cup for the best in breed jfor Yorkshire canaries for two years in succession. When
he decided to sell the birds the proceeds enabled him to acquire our fist motor car. He passed away
in 1947 at the age of 48, at the time he was employed at the Houses of Parliament as Chief Comittee
Clerk. He was an excellent shorthand writer in both official languages.

When my father passed away very suddenly my mother was obliged to sell his collection of stamps
and first flight covers — a fact that has been mourned by all collectors, as that too was believed to be
one of the best in the world. At the time my mother still had my two sisters and youngest brother to
educate. By sheer chance my wife met a lady whose husband has many of my father's items and the
day after I received the letter concerning your inquiry my wife had a telephone call from that lady.
She asked us to let her have all information and photos of my father and grandfather, as there is an
interested party who wants to publish a book abowt philatelists and wants to include the Wyndhams.
Strange coincidence don't you think?

My grandfather retired in 1934 when he was then styled as the Second Clerk Assistant of the House
of Assembly. He passed away in 1953 at the age of 81.

The first item that L.A. sent was a postcard written on 18 April 1932 and has a Cape Town cancel
dated 19 AP 32. It refers to the cover shown below: -

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

PER LUGPOS

MRR. 17, DROSSOS.
15:ST. RENYS PLACE.
ATHENS.
GREEGE.
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Dear Mr. Wheatcroft

1 have just (today) managed to get a second 1" flight Broken Hill-Athens cover from Robertson at
what | think a very reasonable price of 3/9d. It is back-stamped Nairobi, has 2 Athens cachets and
P.M. Fields make big fuss of this “emergency” mail. Will be sending it to you. If not wanted just
return. Things seem very quiet in air mail line just at present. Office work too is slack. There 1s
always quiet before a storm they say. [ read that part of your letter regarding the wives' views on
our hobbies. Mine says she is already “grey” and doesn't know to what length my spendings go. If
she actually knew she would have a fit! Both alike again — something in common even in “better
halves”! I sometimes think the wife’s view is right, but if I gave up covers and stamps would have to
collect cigarette cards! Will write again on Friday. With best wishes.

Yours sincerely

L.A. Wyndham

Uncle Will obviously kept the card.

The writing on the back of the next card explains why it was posted at Pietersburg on 1.10.1932:-

POST CARD ..:“ﬁ L POSKAART

I For adde nly

Alleen var dig aidves,

A 2 oL

Al /44.;4
< af ;a,an\.

Pietershurg
1" October, 1932
Dear Mr Wyndham,
This postcard may be of uernplnlutvltc interest to you! Government Notice
1247, published in the Government Gazette of 23" September announced an alteration to the posial
regulations with effect from I" October, 1932, namely, that the rate on postcards conveyed by air
mail within the Union was to be reduced from 4d to 2d.
The only air mail flight within the Union on I October will be that of the Imperial Airways
line from Pietersburg to Johannesburg on its way to Cape Town from England.
Leonard



Imperial Airways Gazette June 2004 (Issue 25)

-
POST CARD ﬁv CARTE POSTALES”
WITIC MMELY AL | ;:V'q} AVKC RO SRR m\iw‘::'

=) .
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION (ighet, UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLED,

GRE RRITAIN & llx‘liL.\.\l)"I‘f\__

. GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND
BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

A close inspection of the pair of cards above and the previous card shows that they are closely tied
together both with their cancels and the writing on them.

The reduction of rate postcard was posted at Pietersburg on Saturday 1* October 1932. It travelled
by Imperial Airways service AS 82 to Cape Town where it arrived on Monday the 3. L.A. (Lionel)
must have posted it under cover for it caught the next I.A. service northbound service AN 83 on
Wednesday 5" which arrived at Croydon a week the following Sunday the 16™ Uncle Will received
it on Monday 17" and replied to it with the reply paid postcard on the 18", Next day, Wednesday
19", it was on LA, service AS 83 for Cape Town where it arrived a week the following Sunday 30”.
L.A. wrote his part of the card on Tuesday 1" November and next day it was on I.A. service AN 87
to Croydon where it arrived on Sunday 13". Next day at Ibstock Uncle Will applied a '2d stamp on
which the canceller’s date is Monday 14" November,

The airmail rate for postcards in Great Britain had reduced to 5d on 8 August 1932. Additionally it is
unusual to see G.B.stamps cancelled in South Africa.
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Uncle Will wrote:-
Ibstock
Oct 18/32
Dear Mr. Wyndham
Thank you very much for two cards received yesterday- Cape Town, Keitsmanshoop.
They came rather as a surprise as [ had not expected them so soon. I quite agree that there is a
chance of many cards being used and worth it for the time saved. You say two cards each sent, I am
returning those I have received, if you have others to England backstamped they can be returned
when sending again but if not perhaps you would like them for your collection. | am posting a
similar card to this to Windhoek. No doubt in due course I will hear from Miss Collins. Your letter
to hand today which I will try and answer by air mail this week. You will know by now what other
covers are required. | think the maps are very good but I did not know about them until a few days
before I sent them to you (presumably Karachi-Madras covers).
Yours sincerely
W.E. Wheatcroft

At Windhoek was W, Schreve and he held a similar position to L.A. in the South West African
assembly. He was another air mail collector. He sent the covers from Windhoek

L.A s reply:-
Box 15, Cape Town
Tuesday evening, 1" Nov. 1932
Dear Mr Wheatcroft,

I received your reply paid postcard by air mail that arrived here on 30"
shortly after 4. This reply portion will go forward by the Imperial Airways mail which leaves here
tomorrow morning. By the same which arrived here on Sunday 1 received the covers that you had
arranged to be dispatched from Madras, Bellary, Bombay and Ahmedabad by the inaugural flight of
the Madras-Karachi Service. These covers are very interesting from the point of view of time taken
fo cover the 9,700 odd air route miles from Madras to Cape Town. Your kindness in arranging for a
cover from each centre for me was very greatly appreciated indeed and | hope that one day 1 will
have the opportunity of returning the compliment in some way, in the meantime will be sending you 4
cavers one of which will be from Nyasaland to England. | will be sending on the Madras covers
fogether with your postcard to me by ordinary mail on Friday and will write fully about all
outstanding matters. Re Broken Hill-Elizabethville service (started on 25" August last) heard from
Captain Smye that he had sent about 15 or 16 to me ¢/o Thos Cooks, £'ville & I am able to have
three if | want & debit swop account. Have written up for them. If received will let you have one. |
also had misfortune as regards Bahrein, suppose P.M. there “had a drink” at our expense and kept
the registered cover I sent him with a request to return!! Hope you received postcards from
Bulawayo last week by first mail at reduced rate; also the one from special exhibition P.O. at
Jo'burg. Durban messed up cards by sending by “second” flight.

Kindest regards
Yours sincerely
L.A.-Wyndham

Both L.A. and his father Charles sent postcards written on 12" December 1932 and posted them on
the 13" in time to catch the Imperial Airways service which left Cape Town one day earlier than
usual so that mail would arrive in London in time for Christmas. The service arrived at Croydon on
24" and the cards were delivered at Ibstock on the 25, It would appear that he had no stamps and as
he was coming to Measham for Christmas brought them with him, obtained the only stamps
available, 1d, and posted them at Measham and as the post office there was closed they were taken to
Burton-on Trent, our postal town, where they were cancelled at 12.15 pm on the 26™ Postcards
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were frequently used from this time now that the rate was reduced and of course L.A, could get as

much on a postcard as most people could write in a letter.
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Note the special “Library of Parliament, Cape Town™ postcards with the coat of arms of South
Africa. I note that the Royal Mail recommended international last posting dates for Christmas 2003

to South Africa was 8 December! The first card is from L A, -

Dear Mr Wheatcroff,

Monday, 12" Dec. 1932

Special arrangements having been made for the departure from Cape Town of the
weekly air mail tomorrow instead of the usual day, Wednesday, in order to enable correspondence to
reach England on Christmas eve instead of on Christmas day. Iam taking the opportunity offered by
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this special arrangement to wish you everything of the best for Xmas. Although a large Christmas
mail was dispatched from S.A. by air last week this really is being conveyed by what might be termed
the Special Xmas awr mail and it is interesting to note that this is the first occasion on which it has

been possible to send Xmas greetings by air to IIngland by air mail from S.A.  Yours
L.A.Wyndham

From his father Charles Wyndham:-

12" December, 1932
Kindest greetings for the festive season. This is the first time that it has been possible to send a
Christmas mail by air from South Africa to Europe, and perhaps this card will on that account be of
interest to you. In order to enable correspondence to be delivered to in England on Christmas FEve
arrangements were made for the Imperial Airways liner “City of Delhi” to leave Cape Town on the
13" a day earlier than would have been the case in the ordinary course of events.

Yours sincerely
Charles Wyndham

House of Assembly, 6.6.33
Dear Mr Wheatcroft,

Yours of 18" May with copy of L.A. circular to hand yesterday, also Nairobi-
England cover for which many thanks. 1 understand extension to Calcutta will be with air mail
leaving London on Sat. 1" July and first flight from Calcutta on 11" July. Owing to being very hard
up will not be able to afford going for many covers from Calcutta & Allahbad bt will send off some
to these places by the air mail from Cape Town on 31" June but don't think they will get cachet like
the Madras covers did as I.A. will discontinue night stop at Karachi and will fly through to Jodhpur.
I will enclose covers for you from this end. Am wondering whether you will be able to get some
souvenir covers through to me by air mail to use from here. I will be despatching from (1) Cape
Town; (2) Windhoek; (3) Durban; (4) Pietersburg; (5) S. Rhodesia; (6) N. Rhodesia.

You no doubt will be despatching from London (G.P.0.) & Croydon Aerodrome. Will be glad if you
will include 3 covers from both places for me to Allahbad and Calcutta.

If you arrange for covers to be despatched from Indian centres include 2 for me from each place to
Cape Town and | to Windhoek. Also to the following (1) Poste Restante Bulawayo, (2) P.R. Broken
Hill, (3) P.R. Elizabethville, Congo Belge. I will write for the return of these. Place your initials at
back of covers. You can also send to P.R. Durban if you like as Union Airways now links with I.A.

If you are arranging any covers from Europe direct or through Lindman from Malmo would like one
cover from each place to Calcutta & will take my share in the cost and expenses in anything you go
in for. Have you thought of Canada?

I have been successful in securing two Broken Hill-Madras covers. Only 3 exist including the one |
arranged. Fellow in P.O. there copied me and sent 4 of which I have now got two in exchange for
stamps. Will be sending vou one by next ordinary mail.Also a few Egyptian air booklets.

Understand there was a special air mail from Nyasaland to Salisbury last week in connection with
the air rally held at Blantyre. Unfortunately my correspondent was away on holiday in England so |
missed the bus.

The accelerated CT - England covers sent to G.P.O. on 3 May were returned today. 1 hey were
backstamped 1 5" May (Monday) and not 13" as expected, Will be sending you one on Friday.
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If you want what may turn out a good cover from Calcutta arrange one or two to P.R. Georgetown,
British Guiana, Registered. Good centres in Europe would be Berlin, Vienna, Malmo or Stockholm,
Prague, Naples. By way of a “novelty” I will try and get a couple of covers off from Swaziland.
Well no more for the present. Am not feeling too well, Kindest regards.

Yours sincerely

L.A. Wyndham

Salisbury-Blantyre
First Flight
Rhodesian & Nyasalan? Alrways

| B
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Poste Reetante,
BLNTYRE,

Nyasaland.

b/s Blantyre 5 MAR 34 3PM

L.A. was always looking for innovative ways to send covers. The cover above is an excellent
example. The cover would most likely have been sent under cover for W.Shreve to frank and post at
Windhoek. At Blantyre it would have been opened and put inside the enclosed cover to return to

Cape Town. Subsequently it would have been sent for signature by the pilots who flew the stages
involved.

Windhoek — Kimberley South West African Airways Cap.A.D Knox-Parkins  6-7 Mar
Kimberley- Germiston  Imperial Airways “Atalanta™ Cmdr.R.F.Caspareuthus 7 Mar
Germiston-Salisbury Imperial Airways “Artemis™ Cmdr.E.H. Attwood 8 Mar
Salisbury-Blantyre Rhodesian & Nyasaland Airways ~ Mr M.H.Phillip, 9 Mar

[.A.pilot on loan to R AN.A.

It is quite likely that the positions for the signatures and other information would have been pencilled
in ready for the pilots to complete.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
CAPE TOWN
Tuesday Lunch hour 20/3/34

Dear Mr Wheatcrofi,
I was unable to write to you last Friday. Yesterday I received your two letters with
Royal Train cover returns & an extra copy of Field's handbook (presumably “The Air Mails of
British Africa”). Ever so many thanks for the cover autographed by Youell (First Croydon-Cape
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Town flight). Strange that by the same mail Francis Field sent me one exactly the same at "'Price
to you 50/-". I have already had my Xmas flight Croydon-Cape Town cover autographed by Rogers,
Attwood, Lumsden and Alger & am sending it to Rowe shortly to be signed by Bailey. On Friday 1
hope to get off quite a batch of Nyasaland & Royal Train covers [ fixed up for you. The Royal Train
covers from Durban to Nyasaland turned out splendid especially the registered covers. These should
he keenly sought after & I propose charging a £1 a registered cover. If not wanted at the price |
shall just hang on and play dog in the manger. All registered Royal train covers should be good.

I'ields have already written to me asking for some. [ sent them one complementary.

h : : v
Please send me 4 covers from Croydon aerodrome or London by mail leaving on 11" April.

Start of the 9 day service.
Kind regards
Yours truly,
LA Wyndham

FIRST UNITED KINODOM
AR MAIL DY
HAILWAY, AR SERVICES ATD. {

L5l &

N A0 ke G AT

b/s Cape Town 31 Aug 34

Il‘t/"‘},/"' Y e - * (A

Uncle Will also made the most of a new feeder service. He arranged for this cover to be carried by
this new Railway Airways service from Glasgow to London on 20™ August 1934 and then on by
Imperial Airways to Cape Town. The route from Glasgow was to be via Belfast, Manchester and
Birmingham but on the day a severe storm caused the service to be cancelled at Manchester and the

journey was completed by rail,

The cover has two pilot’s signatures because two aeroplanes started from Glasgow and so it is not

known which carried this cover.

Both were of the “Diana™ class:-

“Mercury” G-ACVY piloted by Capt. John H. Lock
and

“Delphinus™ G-ACPL piloted by E.C.Poole
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First inclusive air mail rate from U.K. to European destinations
Material provided by Bill Legg and Duncan Crewe

Both Bill and Duncan sent in a copy of the British Post Office Notice shown below and in addition, Bill sent a
copy of his cover, datestamped London F.S., 2 June 1930: the first day of application of an inclusive air mail
rate to the countries listed in the Notice.

I consulted N.C Baldwin’s, “British Air Mails, 1784 — 1946 in which the date of 2 June is confirmed as the
first day of application of the rate. In a final sentence Baldwin added, “First dispatch via Imperial line to
European points was on June 6.” | wondered what the route would have been so I looked at a Spring 1930 Air
Mail Leaflet and found a London — Amsterdam — Hamburg — Copenhagen — Malmd — Stockholm —
Helsingfors service. 1 wondered which airline operated the service. I could only find reference to a first
experimental night service over this route operated by AB Aerotransport (Swedish Air Lines) first flown 18-
19 June 1928, in John Stoud’s “Annals of British and Commonwealth Air Transport,” page 76. This does not
conform with Baldwin’s “Imperial Line” statement. Who is the European airlines expert who can provide an
accurate answer?

SPECIAL NOTICE.

COMBINED POSTAGE AND AIR FEES FOR
AIR LETTERS FOR EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.
The charge for air letters to any European country to which an air service is
advertised (see below) is as follows :—

FIRST OUNCE 4d.
EACH SUBSEQUENT OUNCE ... Fy 3d.

These charges include ordinary postage.
The countries to which these charges are applicable are :—

Austria Finland Holland Poland
Belgium France Hungary Russin
Czecho Slovakia Germany Italy Sweden
Denmark Greece Norway Switzerland.

Nore.—Please affix this notice to your copy of the Spring Air Mail Leaflet.
F (1D Wi 00222 130000 W30 N&B

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

4 ST, DAY 4D. RATE @:‘“—MM SMZ.
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Two previously unseen Imperial Airways cachets
Material provided by Keith Elliott, Stan Wheatcroft and Peter Wingent

A copy of the cover and reverse illustrated below was sent to me by Keith Elliott. Subsequently, he swapped
it with Stan, hence both their names appear in the credit above. The cover was flown by Imperial Airways’
first service from Singapore and is datestamped 30 December 1933. The three Thomas Cook & Sons perfin
stamps provide added interest but the unusual aspect is the extremely attractive Imperial Airways/Cape Town
cachet on the reverse. Stan tells me Bryan Stokoe has a similar cover but it is the first time Stan and I have
seen the cachet and it must have been applied only to mail addressed to Imperial Airways (c/o. S.E.E. Rowe).
I consulted “Who’s Who in British Aviation, 1934,” but could not find a reference to S.E.E. Rowe. Can
anybody provide any details about him please?

Wféﬂg ~ &b V yrora, ==
BY AIR MAIL | BRIEE

PAR AVION

OPENING OF THE REGULAR

AIR MAIL SERVICE BY

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND

INDIAN TRANS-CONTINENTAL

AIRWAYS BETWEEN LONDON
AND SINGAPORE
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I acquired recently the cover shown below. It is a very commonly found first day of 20 cents per half ounce
E.A.M.S. rate but it bears on the reverse a most unusual “Imperial Airways (Africa) Ltd./Lindi” cachet. It is
addressed to E.V. Dolby who was Air Mail Superintendent, Imperial Airways Postal Section, London, and all
the script is in his hand. Robin Higham, in “Britain’s Imperial Air Routes, 1918 — 1939,” page 154, says that,
“Imperial Airways (Africa) Ltd. was registered as a private company on June 6, 1929.” This followed
financial negotiations between the British and South African governments. David Jones, in “The Time
Shrinkers,” page 206, adds that I.A. (Africa) Ltd. was “100% owned by the Corporation.” 1 assume the
Corporation was Imperial Airways.
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If LLA. offices at Cape Town and Lindi had cachets, most probably all the other stations along
not only the African route, but also the Eastern route had them. Have you seen any others??
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED. %‘E’
93 . i
e laws Div. No. 10 |
No 1 b 2 !5&
To DIVIDEND AND BONUS ON ORDINARY SHARES. igf
Hatd9-uaiand dank Cxenulor & Prustee Colld 5 i 1
33, Mozloy St. Heweastle-an-Tyne. MRWAY, TI{RM,'NUS' iEf.
. % s Victoria  Station, A
Bidland Desls Twecut . % Truszde £o. Ltd. R s L
27/32, Pouiti Lospeich ool o
B.0.2s ﬂ
In Jt.n/c with Zi2g Louize Oliver, 9 i
24th November, 1937, ff
STATEMENT |
AEFERENCE No. SHARES AMOUNT
|
s 139 1080 Guoss Divinesn 9. 10.0%
13 129 Less INCOME TAN 2 9007
‘ * NIT PAVMENT 6.135. 0+

In conformity with the Resolution passed al the General Meeting keld on the 100k Nevember lasi, T wm insivieted
lo forward you the above stalemenl fogether with a warrant for the Dividend of 7 per cent. and Bonus of 2 per cend,
in respect of the year ended 31st March, 1937, less Incoms Tax ul S5, (. in the £, on the old Ordinary Shares standing
in your name in the books of the Company.

! hercby cestify that Income Tax on the profits of the Company of which profits this dividend forms u properison,
Jiigx deew or will be duly. paid o the proper Ofices for the recespt of Taxes,

THIS PORTION OF THE SHEET TO BE AETAINED BY THE SHAREHOwDER,  G. T. MELLER, Sececfary,




