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Editorial

Another year passes and to my surprise and delighdre still discovering more and more informatdiout
the air services which entertain us during darkevidays. You will see from the contents page Weahave
another Gazette with a wide variety of articleshwhopefully, something for everyone. As alwayam so
grateful to those who have contributed and it wdaddsery pleasing if a few more of you could serelewen
a single page to include in the next issue. | arenhave enough copy.

Our monthly Zoom meetings are just about survivibgt here again, the few regular contributors ast f
running out of topics to show, so please make #ortdab put together just a short display becautat our

stalwart regulars really are running out of gas.

If you have a friend or relative who is wonderingat/they can get you for Christmas: problem solvidwdy
can send you the book on the airmails of Bulawasittem by our long-standing member John Berridgéctvh
is reviewed on page 33 by Keith Harrop. | stronglgommend it to you because it is the result bfige
amount of research which makes a fascinating reddtas fully and beautifully illustrated.

It has only just occurred to me that 2024 is th® §6ars anniversary of the birth of Imperial Ainsayl
should have included a mention, if not an articléhie June issue, so to make amends | had a lodken
Times this morning and found the report, shown Wwelvhich appeared in the 1 April 1924 edition: they
Imperial Airways was formed. As you no doubt kn@md will read in the report, it was an inauspisictart
with the pilots on strike over pay and conditiolhsvas not until 1 May that the first service toplace: from
Southampton to Guernsey and the first service tofig) Croydon to Cologne, the next day. | also tbwhat
I think must be the first Imperial Airways adveetisent in the edition of 12 May 1924, also showmwel

Finally, | wish you all a very Happy Christmas agabd health and successful collecting in the NewarYe

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS,
LTD.

SHORT SUSPENSION OF
SERVICES.

PAY OF THE PILOTS.
(By Our Aercnantical Correspondent.)
! To-day the Imperial air m;m
company, which superseded lest ni
ihe incdependent companies which ad
hitherto operated commercial air trans-
Iport, begins operations, but im: the
]mmnml‘. all flying services are suspended
The reasons are explained in the follow-
'ing officiel statement issued last night :—
| 'Thu-'.l:ﬂst inmihg el lhu; din::nn of the
mew aeroplane nspol .
wl‘rlcll l'l’ut:qnhmrb to-morrow {m’r?;o
‘imr oxisting opersting companies, was held
i this afternoon, new pational
{ with o capital of £1. nnu,ooo and & su
“be paid by the State of another l..DﬂlJm

:nipmdﬂur:: len ‘s to Eknuh-q. [
mpeTa S imibed. Hl.r ric Goddes
" presided at therr:‘utmg.

It was decided by the directors, in view of
| the muﬂt rlr of S the & of
operation, inspectd a eon in con-
| SF e Sres S8 SEiireh 1o 20 Doy
o as em| ¥
tby the four existi th-t ihe

1
station <houkl nd tempm'.ll'il'f l-l
from -to-morrow Mm
*  Thr terma of om ent lr'hldlm to bo
olfered 1u the pilots who will Ay for the new
wure idered. Tn this regurd
lh.hmnm‘,n are erroneous which suggest that
|ahvpﬂo&an1hunhuaummmdﬂh
to-day. Tntil to-night they are still in the
. employment of tho four ugltha companics,
'and as yot the new Imperial compauy has
.made no appointmeats of pilots at all. The
i directors decided in the case of pilots
‘who pass the rigorous modieal tests

" will be required 1o fly approximately an

| average of two hours a day. The records of

, the existing companivs show that the averag.

"earnings of the pilots during the =0

maonths have been in the wm&a of

,£080 a year. The su ion i quite nntrui.

| * therefape, that there is any intention 1o effect
i drastic cuts in the salarics of aeroplane pilots.

FOR ANYTHING YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT AIR TRAVEL—RING UP 270 CROYDON

‘IMPERIAL

AIRWAYS

announce

that a complete service of Bntish Aeroplanes is now running
daily between London (Croydon) and Pam,(}stmd. Brussels,
e e machies e ol o th it Bk deige
1 The machines are all of the latest Brinsh design
ﬂdﬂmﬂlbyﬁnusl'll"ﬂoh -the best in the world.

I 1 Airway Asropl are an lovoriously equipped as the finest braioa
Every Machine s fitied with wirelem.

You can leave Hotel Victoris, London, sny day (including

w}.ﬂlw&nﬂmmmm

gt 3 pm.; or leave Hotel Victoria at 3 pm. (Sundays
excepbed), arriving at Hotel Crillon, Pariy, at 8 pm.

Fares : London—Paris, Single Journey £6 :6:0. Return £12

Passemgers are allowed 30 lba of buggage. All ewcess b warried at
Freight rates oo application ts sty Travel Apeat or to the Company.
Thcmalhmhrg London
ked u bymlmclrm“nll:l Vx.l MNorthum Avenue,
)'EI! ares on m;ami:luﬁirmmy:fnc Cﬂﬁ&r{‘mmex
thedr etween the ¥'s starting points
:’hn . Moter cars await incoming passeagers st all Aerodromes,

For particulars regarding other daily services to the Continent amd
Channel [slands, or anything you want lo know sbout Air Trawel

RING UP
CROYDON-—2720, 2780, 2781 and 2789.

OR WRITE TO

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD.

The Air Port of London
CROYDON.

SEATS MAY ALSO BE RESERVED @nmmt.mmm

CFR.L
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First airmail from West Africa to UK 1942
By John Wilson

Following the closure of the Mediterranean in 19didmail services between the UK and West Africaeve
suspended in both North and South directions. Asriteed in a landmark article in “The London Plalet”

of December 2006 [1] Robert May explained how tiweation was eased in May 1942 with resumption of a
limited northbound (only) service from Nigeria, @dfoast and Gambia. This was announced in Govertnmen
Notice No. 621 of 11 May, 1942 and published in &t&z28 of 21 May, 1942.

At the time of writing the London Philatelist afdcthe BOAC movement charts held at Heathrow werte n
generally available, although later in 2006 theg durface after much haggling with an obstructive B
Museum manager. The question of how and when ghewed service actually started, and by which dircra
the mail was carried, stayed in the back of my mintl | was listing some items for the West Afrigéudy
Circle auction and came across two covers thatd daginally collected for their Gambia censorship
importance. The cover in Figs. 1 and 2 was postdgaithurst on 15 May 1942 and thus fell right & $tart

of the resumed service.
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Fig. 1. Bathurst to UK posted 15 May 1942.
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Fig. 2. Back of Fig.1 showing Imperial Examiner 6Xd pencil arrival date.
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Fig. 3 shows a section of the BOAC movement clarMay 1942 and pinpoints the situation.
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Fig. 3. BOAC movements Lagos to Bathurst May 1942.

The chart shows that two flying boats made theftopn UK to Lagos, apparently flying in close comga
Flight WAS 78 was a PBY flying boat “Catalina” (ova dotted line) which arrived in Lagos on 18 May,
1942. Flight WAS 77 (34) was S-30 “Ceres” arriviadittle later on the same day. Both aircraft degzhr
Lagos on 21 May, arriving in Bathurst the same dag departing for Lisbon on 22 May, again flying
together. The previous flight, WAN 76 departed frBetthurst on 14 May 1942, the day before the caver
Fig. 1 was posted and it seems reasonable to aghainthe cover was carried on the 22 May flightjch
must be the first mail carrying flight to UK viadbon. Which aircraft carried the mail?

Fortunately, the recipient noted the arrival date28-5-42 on the back of the cover (what luck).t&lina”
WAN 78 arrived in Hythe on 25 May, 1942 and “Cer&$AN 77 arrived in Poole on 26 May and | have
(possibly rashly) assumed that the mail must haanlzarried on “Ceres”, since as far as | cantted| PBY
flying boats were carrying VIP passengers and iaffimail only — but this is open to speculation.

My second cover, shown as Fig. 4, was posted ihuBst on 28 May, 1942 and thus missed flight WAN 79
which was a BOAC Boeing 314 “Berwick” returning finoLagos to Foynes before flying transatlantic to
Baltimore for servicing. WAN 79 departed Bathunsta6 May.

The next flight from Bathurst was WAN 80 “Cathay@mhrting 29 May, 1942, arriving in Hythe on 1 June.
Lacking an arrival date on the cover, | assumettiiatcover travelled on WAN 80.



December 2024 (Issue 66) ImperiaivAys Gazette

G QQMBAGNIE FRANCAISE DE L’AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE
"6’ Comptoir de___ B =2 ~

Modale C.F. A. O. n* 280

"“’5“’“DE L’AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE

(5 Waitworih Street,

MaNCHES TaRe

Fig. 4. Bathurst 28 May, 1942 addressed to Mana@resnperial Censor INN/5960.

Rob May [1] records a Gold Coast Post Office nogogng information on the resumed service, butact
the BOAC aircraft flying from Lagos did not call tite Gold Coast, as confirmed by the BOAC movement
records (Fig. 3) and the CAA Report for 1942 (F=p.

United Kingdom = West Af'rica

33. Poole = Shamnon(Bire) - Lisbon (Portupal) — Bathurst (Genibia) -
Frcetown (Sierra Leone) - Lapos (Niferia): IFrom 23rd PFebruary, 62
southbouwnd £lights and 60 northbound lijghts were completed,
Wlying boats used were as follows:- e

25ra Vebrusry - 13th May, Short £5.30; 14th May - 30th Junc,
Short S,30 and Consolidated "Catalina"; 1st July - 5th August,
Short 5430 and -Short "G" Class; 6th Auguqt ~ 16th August, Short
8,30 "G" Class and Consolidated "Guba"; after 18th August, Short
S 30, Congolidatcd ”L&taljnz", (Oﬂ“ohﬁutbd "Guba" and Short
||(\Il {"l 83,

Note.~ The Short "G" Class Fflying boats omitted the call at
Preetown.

Fig. 5. CAA Report for 1942,

Final notes.

I mentioned the censorship aspects of these twersoWhe cover in Figs. 1 and 2 was opened andlezke
by Examiner 6185, one of the Imperial Censors sef@athurst to examine transit mail carried on Bz
American “LATI substitute” flights from South Amea. In the event, only six northbound flights atijua
called at Bathurst between February and July 19d@mwcensorship was transferred to San Juan. The fiv
Imperial Censors employed themselves in assistiagdcally appointed civil censors as needed, théy
were themselves transferred to Lagos. Covers slgoapening and resealing by Imperial Censor labeds a
uncommon, as are those such as Fig. 4 showingithexed “INN/xxx” mark. [2].

References

[1] May R. “West African Airmail links with Europe after Jur@40'. (“The London Philatelist”
December 2006, Royal Philatelic Society London).

[2] Wilson J. Imperial Censorship operations in the Gambia in 294Civil Censorship Study Group,
Oast House West, Hauling Way, Wiveliscombe, Somgerget 2PP. 2015)
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Mystery in Egypt

By Nicholas Arrow
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Figure 1.

| acquired the cover shown in Fig. 1 from a dedlaing the 2022 London International Show. Tdesthe
obvious, it was addressed to a Gunner McMurrayrisoRer of War in Italy and was posted on the 23rd
October 1943 (by a Mrs. R. Garner who lived at bteih, OFS). The cover was franked 9d, the correct
airmail rate for items weighing no more than “2tozZ,or from) Prisoners-of-War.

The cover was described as a crash cover, anddritleears all the hallmarks of a crash cover beirujt
creased, bearing the cachet “Salvaged mail / fram./............ " and having to be resealed by the Post
Office along the bottom and right edges, but nthierrinformation was given. After | acquiredliturned to
Ken Sanford, asking if he knew of this crash anddicther detail if he did. He immediately resged with
the appropriate referené®m his enormous publication (Air Crash Mail oétivorld)as follows —

431119November 19, 1943 Almazar, Egypt
Aircraft: Lockheed 10A Electra ‘Lea’ (G-AFCS)

British Overseas Airways Corp. (BOAC)
Route: unknown

Pilots: unknown
The aircraft crashed in unknown circumstances éddax-off from Cairo. There were no casualties but

the aircraft was written off.
Ken also sent me a copy of the other known copaispecorded — see copy of front in Fig. 2.

A casual perusal of the websites available onnteriet agreed with this detail [1]. It seemest¢fiore that
my cover had been flown from Durban, on the Africtages of the Horseshoe route, to Cairo, wheradt
been taken off and put on board thed, presumably for onward transmission to the Reds8iin Lisbon. |
therefore wrote up the cover and inserted it inyjocmilection, although | must admit in passing thimiok the
reference to “Almaza” as a reference to the towAlofaza to the east of Mersah Matruh, rather tontfaén
Cairo Airport [2]! Job done, | thought!

Matters would have gone no further had | not aegusome months later an accumulation of Internee an
PoW mail, part of the collection of the late Johick3on, which consisted mainly of items of surfatail but
with some flown material as well. In researchiayv the Airmail letters were transmitted to andnirthe
PoW'’s etc, | was assisted concernsugface mail by a booklet (“World War 1l: Prisoner of Wand
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Figure 2.

Internment Camps in South Africa and their mailJ.R.B. Findlay and Rory Ryabut this did not appear to
deal with howairmail post was sent and | was left to do what arguabholuld have done earlier, to work out
for myself the routes taken by air mail items gerdr from PoW’s and internees.

It seemed to me that the normal (indeed the ordgtprable) route would be for airmail items addeesto
PoW'’s to be taken, after censoring [3], to Durbahgence they would be flown on the first stageshaf t
Horseshoe Route, by a BOAC Short C-Class flyingtbtmaCairo. There, they would be transferred to
Lisbon, probably by air, where it would be handedrao the Red Cross for transmission by rail tn&a
for sorting and ultimate distribution to the apmiafe Camps where the Prisoners were held. Alritgains
from PoWs would simply go in the reverse direction.

In short, that is what should normally have happefsebject to the fortunes of War which could, aralild,
change this). In addition, it must always be leommind that, throughout the War, the carriageiafian
mail was subservient to the carriage of men ancnads$ required to further the interests of the \E&ort.
If (but only if) there was room on a plane, thevili@n mail could be carried, otherwise it could laed was,
regularly delayed because of War Effort pressures.

It is likely that these two covers were taken tar€ay the same flight. So far as the South Afnicover is
concerned, it is not possible to tell preciselyvdrich Horseshoe flight it was carried to Cairo, dgse it is
not possible to guess exactly how long the cenggomocedures in South Africa would have taken leefor
being released for onward carriage and, as foKth€ cover, the date of the postmark is illegiblegpibly as

a result of wartime secrecy requirements?). Tk, in short, six potential flights on which skeitems
might have been carried, of which five reached @waiithout incident.

The sixth flight, (probably the most likely to haved these two covers on board) had what might be
described as an “untoward incident”, when the S@e@lass flying boatCooeé had to put down at Malakal
because of engine trouble, staying there for a we@kother Empire flying boat (th&€aledonia) was sent
from Cairo to Malakal to pick up the passengersmad. It returned to Cairo without affecting tfiight to
Cairo [4], other than of course a short delay.
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Airmail between Egypt and England was by no meagslar during the early stages of the War, but®431
after the Siege of Malta had been relieved, trassion of mail between England and Cairo became more
regular. | turned to Peter Wingent's excellent booKExtracts from the Air Ministry Civil Aviation
Intelligence Report Summaries, 27 August 1939 tdMag 1945” - which summarises various Air Ministry
Civil Aviation reports —

1943

CAIS No. 194 (3 March)
United Kingdom — Middle East, via Portugal and Africa.

On 27th February 1943, the BOAC commenced a landplane service between the United Kingdom and
Egypt, over the following route:

Lyneham — Lisbon — Algiers — Cairo.

On return flights, a refuelling stop is made at E1 Adem (Libya). The service is operated with Consolidated
Liberator landplanes which have been employed hitherto on the United Kingdom — West Africa route.

CAIS No. 229 (3 Nov.)

United Kingdom — Middle East Flying Boat Service.
On 25th October 1943, BOAC commenced a service with short Sunderland flying boats between the United
Kingdom and Egypt, flying from Poole via Shannon (Foynes), Lisbon, Gibraltar and Djerba to Cairo. The

service is to be operated for five weeks with a frequency of four services per week, to carry Christmas mail
to the Forces in the Middle East and India.

[This service ceased in late Dec. 1943. See CAIS No. 237 under “U.K. — India” heading].

Two possible routes, therefore, but | felt that tiigerator service would generally have been usexithe
Liberator is an immensely strong plane, much fast@n the C-Class, with a huge payload.

However, what is particularly significant is thatthough the Civil Aviation Reports give detailsishes of
civilian aircraft from time to time, there i mention at all in any of them of an accident iryjgor on or
about the 19 November 1943.

I was now beginning to feel that the wheels wemiog off the bus!

The biggest headache was yet to come, howeverliasdvered that it was highly questionable as ietiver
the Lockheed Electrd_ea was flying at all. Through Peter, | was ablegt in touch with the BA Archivist,
Adrian Constable, who not only has been a fouret@fvant knowledge, but also enormously generotis wi
his time in researching this very problem.

On the 11th July, Adrian emailed me (after refayrio the breakdown of th&€boee and the rescue of the
mail on board as outlined above) —

“In fact [the Lockheed Electra] Lea had already be®vritten off” on 28 September [1943],
due to lack of spares, and is recorded from that @ being broken down to provide parts for
others. If we assume that reports of her flyingrafhat are correct, it would appear that, in
extremis, she was still deemed flyable, and serdotiect the mail, and that the accident
happened on the return to Almaza. As an ad haovexry flight, her routing is not recorded.

. There may have been some sort of accidetthbte is no accident report in our archive,
which would be unusual. This might suggest a nurab¢hings: it may be that the accident
was sufficiently minor that it was not thought worecording; it may be that there were
documents or other items aboard of sufficient sgcuhat the records were suppressed; it
may be that the aircraft was on the ground whenab&dent occurred, and was not legally
BOAC's responsibility. Any of those is plausildea combination of them, but given other
records we do hold, I'd say the secrecy anglenkkely. For what it's worth, my guess would
be the latter option, as Lea wagain declared written offthis time due to obsolescence, on
19 November - i.e. no mention of any damage ewan tfhere are an awful lot of loose ends
in that version of the story, and frankly | doikelit.” [Emphasis supplied]
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Written off due lack of ﬂ’e“'

Figure 3.

Fig. 3 is a copy of BOAC's record cards coveringraft written off in the period in question, frawhich is
appears that the_.ed (G-AFCS) is the final entry, on 28 September 194t3does not appear again as can be
seen in Fig. 4 which is a copy of the next shebtcvcovers the period to 19th November 1943.

ritten off due obsolescence (as a \
lresult of accident to Fortuna.)

Released to R.A.F.

Trangferred to R.ALF.
Returned to R.A.F.

Returned to R.A.F.,
Handed over to Airspeeds.

Transferred to lNorwegian Government B
" " "

n " "

Returned t o R.A.F.+

Figure 4.

An interesting comparison can be made betweenrttng eferring to thel'ed on the 28th September (due to

lack of sparésand the entries at the top of the following pédige to_obsolescen@nd an accident to another
aircraft).



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2(184ue 66) @

Concerning the question of the aircraft being “tentoff,” this literally means "removed from thedks," an
accounting nicety, not necessarily having any i@lghip to damage or destruction, although thatemor
focussed interpretation is its modern usage. dhes in fact another Lockheed 10A G-AEPR, being gla
the BOAC fleet in the Middle East, which continueduse until it was written off in an accident irpél
1944. Adrian also sent me a copy of theeds registration document (Fig. 5, taken from theAOebsite),
noting that it was written off as “Obsolete” on Nbvember 1943, an accounting exercise, tidying up
documents in the UK which refer to events in Eg#pt One can observe in passing that the usheofviord
“obsolete” is powerfully persuasive that the intiotion of a mythical accident is rubbish!
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Figure 5.

Turning to the two covers, apparently both involtedvhatever happened in the Midde East and whetrieve
happened, unfortunately the transit mark on thecénom South Africa is very faint and the illugiom in
Fig. 6 is heavily magnified. It is somewhat ureléut the date seems to show the 19 Nov 43 wettithe
letter “A” (morning). The British Army Post Offchnumber is illegible, although it is just possitdemake
out “..RMY PO..” The transit mark on the covenrfr KUT (Fig. 7) shows the date as the 21st NovemBer
with the time letter “B” (afternoon), along withegbArmy Post Office number which is ‘4’ (Cairo) athon the
South African cover is illegible.

Figure 6.
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It would seem that, at the very least, that (a)itfegdent (whatever it might have been) took placeor
shortly before the 19th November 1943 and (b) #ieeds were serviced at different times (and péssib
different places although that would be extremelljkely in my opinion).

The information online is rather skimpy. Wherirstf researched the background of this “crash&fémed
primarily to the websites of the Bureau of Aircraftcidents Archives and the Aviation Safety Netwdskth

of whom indicated that the accident took place lataza on the 19th November 1943. When | realisad
all might not be as | had originally thought, | ged with ASN as to what, if any, was their souwfe
information, indicating that the_ea had been written off in September. | note tA&IN has since altered
the date of the crash to the 28th September, ajthdhis wasnot what | had intended when | made the
enquiry! | also noted that the website httpsgsexhistoryforum.co.uk includes a reference toplame
landing on Pevensey Beach in 1938, and also dtaaesfterwards “evidently the Electra was repaieatt
flew again, because it went on to service BOAC and,19 November 1943, be written off, as damaged
beyond repair, in &anding at Cairo Almaza Aerodromé‘ [emphasis supplied] — the first (and only) claim
that | have seen which attributes the crash to@itg at Cairo Almaza Aerodrome [6].

So what actually happened? | floated this conumdio a meeting of the South African Collectorsi8iycin
November 2023 without any positive outcome atathough one member, David Morrissey, suggested the
idea that this all happened during wartime, whemyrgtrange activities were unrecorded, and thateviea
may have happened was simply one such event. r @tae a belief that something happened, possibly a
Almaza Airport, Cairo, possibly in the morning tiet 19th November, | have no idea what the answer is
my question, hence this article.

During some very interesting and extremely helgfoirespondence with Adrian, | floated the posgipili
(however unlikely) that theLed had been pressed into service to collect the fmaih the strandedCooeég,
Adrian’s email continues -

“There [was] no need for a retired Lockheed Eledinebe hastily reassembled and pressed into
service. A much more elegant solution, not torsagh more plausible. Another point is that
there is no indication from the details you've digmpas to which aircraft the letter was
considered "salvaged" from. It may well be that #tamp relates to the recovery from the
stranded flying boat - I'd regard that as over-amiastic use of the term "salvaged",
because Cooee was undamaged apart from a deadegrigihyou may know better how such
things were applied.”

I do not feel that the problems of tHédoeéwould qualify the mail transferred as “salvagedty affected by
a mishap, such as a mail bag being dropped in tlee-$ee below.

With total dedication to helping me, Adrian advigkdt the BA Archive did not contain any furthertpent
records, but that he would check the National Areldt Kew, and after doing so, he emailed me again

“Having checked a number of documents, includirg @perations Record Books for Almaza
and Heliopolis, | find no record of an accidentad.ockheed 10 in November 1943. | have to
admit that there are simply no surviving recordattbhow exactly the day in question, which is
frustrating. However, in the records which havewsted, there is no mention of it. Specifically,
there is no record, in what seems to be reasontibiescales, of recovery of a wreck; no
investigation; no Board of Inquiry; no reports afsualties. | have also looked through some of
the ORBg[7] for units based at Heliopolis and Almaza (primar2 PRU [Photographic
Reconnaissance Unit]), which had close links witB&ZRU [8] - such records often report
accidents to other units aircraft as they causedykeand so forth. Again, there is nothing.

“I remain convinced that the Lockheed had beerredtsome days previously, and that a later
observer has misunderstood the meaning of "writféh and concocted a non-existent accident
to fit. That means that the "Salvage" stamp on yemwvelope must relate to recovery from
Cooee after her engine failure. To me, that ustsalivage" seems overkill, as the aircraft was
only temporarily out of action - perhaps a mail bags dropped in the water while being
transferred?”
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Adrian does however make one point which may beertiwan a little pertinent, which is —

“There is nothing unusual about routing through @aiwhich was a major "hub" before and
during the war. The Horseshoe route had Cairo asght-stop, and many services switched
aircraft there. If heading for Lisbon, your letteright well have been scheduled to go on the
weekly(ish) Liberator flight Cairo-Castel Benitotigaltar-Lisbon-Lyneham. The Liberator
services also went through to Teheran and Moscoveasired - in fact while your letter was
having its adventure, there were three Liberatordvioscow in support of a conference, and
another unserviceable at Algiersp services would have been a bit more ad hoc thanal
due to lack of aircraft.” [Emphasis supplied and see below]

To restate the problem, how is it possible thattihe covers shown above came to be carried on #rer o
aircraft, let alone an aircraft which had at theyMeast been decommissioned, and why is thereecord of
the crash in any official record made?

| must add some very persuasive information gledireed a later email from Adrian —

“Almaza was an RAF airfield, and even the nominallyl operations were under RAF control

- indeed, that was true across the Empire during War. The pages listing the movement
records for 19 November are missing, which is unfwate, but there is much we can fill in

without. Had there been an accident involving wWrecking of an aircraft, there would have

been records. A runway would have been shut, perl@awhole airfield, there would have

been disruption. There would have been a boarehgliry, which would have involved RAF

Officers from other units elsewhere. There wowd@ehbeen records of these officers being
allocated to that duty, of them arriving at Almapé,them conducting the enquiry and of its
findings. It would be quite likely, although nadriain, that there would be records of the
wreckage being cleared and disposed of. Even inim@ None of this exists. The only
sensible conclusion is that there was no accident.”

It may be worth mentioning that, in considering teaminology of where an accident took place, the of a
particular zone (e.g. “Almaza” to mean the Cairopart) is somewhat generalised to include an arnéairw
5-10 km. of the airport, not necessarily within #igoort perimeter, a comment which | recogniséeisag a
straw clutching exercise!

A few random thoughts, none of which | believe aeey realistic, bearing in mind Adrian’s researcida
findings —

1 — The covers were almost certainly on f@edeéwhen it put down at Malakal. It is clear th&adledonia
was sent to enable the passengers and cargo tmwmriheir journey without undue delay. | am not
comfortable with Adrian’s theory of a bag of madlibg accidentally dropped with consequent damagjeit b
cannot be discounted. However, suppose thatolmeseason the mail was left behind. It seemsiples
however unlikely, that some aircraft (but almostaialy not the Led) was sent to Malakal to pick it up and
that on its return the plane crashed at Cairot(tgest within roughly 10kms of the airport!) oa @pproach to
landing.

2 — Adrian refers to things being a bit chaotiata time, with 3 Liberators in Moscow and a 4th ofit
service in Algiers, which was the first stop of widdelieve to be the preferred airmail route a thme.
Might some aircraft (whether a clapped-out Eleciranot) have been pressed into service for theeshagn
Cairo to Algiers as a useful and entirely temporstgpgap? The crash then could have taken plaite a
town Almaza, near Mersah Matruh, thus not intenfgrivith the smooth running of Cairo Airport, which
might explain the absence of other records. Agdaracognise that this is likely to be anotherragpe of
straw clutching, bearing in mind the general unirguace of the transport of commercial mail anahust
emphasisethat | have NO intention of “concocting a non-¢eig accident” (to borrow a phrase from Adrian)
just to fit a theory!!

3 — Concerning the cover from KUT, this was at stage advertised on a dealer’s website, and | imgp®

see the dealer recently. He said that he rectlkeedover, and it came with considerable detaihefresearch
done by the previous owner about the cover. Rithdwve the detailed research — no, unfortunatéhad he

kept a copy — no. Did he have any recollectiothefdetail — alas, no, again!



December 2024 (Issue 66) ImperiaivAys Gazette

There is of course the possibility that the coweinich are the subject of this article could be érgs, but |
feel that this is not the case. Fig. 8 showspy ad the reverse of the South African cover.

As is clear, it is fairly detailed and | wonder wisyhould anyone go to the trouble of forging such a
complicated cover, such as this, as opposed tomtleh simpler cover from KUT? Frankly it does fexl as

if it is a fake and | do not underestimate the gatd the opinion of David Morrissey, a philatelieader
experienced in South African postal history.

If anyone can help with positive information andwaars, | would be very grateful to hear from thenn

particular if anyone else has a cover from thisgdeot, and has made better progress in researithaggin, |
would appreciate hearing from them.

VHAd00 \J

HOSHAS

\ gt

Figure 8.

References

[1] Itis also recorded in “Airliner CrashesTerry Derham

[2] Cairo Airport was always known as “Almaza” higt now also known as “Cairo-Almaza Airport” - thabit of
referring to an airport (such as London-Heathrotheathan just Heathrow), is a modern phenomenoichmbinly
started in (probably) the 1980’s.

[3] The cover to Gunner McMurray was censored inalmesburg — see copy reverse of cover at the fethisarticle.
The censor label is tied to the cover by the Co&trms seal bearing the letter ‘B.’

[4] It did involve the cancelling of a scheduleyfit that ‘Caledonid was to undertake, Cairo-Khartoum-Stanleyville-
Leopoldville-Lagos.

[5] In wartime, it was not at all uncommon for suidiying to take place sporadically, regardlesgctual events, and
months or even years afterwards. Given the obsahes of the Lockheed 10 in 1943, it is, perhapduhate that
this did not wait for "the grand reckoning" in 19d45d 1946, as many others did.

[6] https:/1000 aircraft photos.com refers to this crash as takilege at “Almaza, Egypt”, but also to the secondcEh which
BOAC was using in Egypt at the time (G-AEPR) also geimitten off following “a crash at Almaza on"14pril 1944.”

[7]1 ORB - Operations Record Book, comprised mainly 8#RForms 540 and 541, with anything the compilercfad
bundled into occasional Appendices. The two foames supposed to provide an overview of each dagsts, and
the detail of each operational sortie, etc - ugugiling a clear picture of what went on.

[8] British Airways Repair Unit, not a unit dedieak to repairing airliners, but a more-or-less pfisteng organisation
which the RAF co-opted to do any repair, and thevegany airliner-related work to anyway. The "BhtAirways"
of the title relates not to the company formed 934 and merged into BOAC in 1940, but to a morezgen'airlines

of Britain" - any local civilian air organisationFor 2BARU, these would have been mainly staff fmesly
employed by Imperial Airways and Airwork.
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17,000 Miles from the Shire Highland Railway to
Tauranga, New Zealand
By Christopher J. Cooksey

This cover had an interesting journey from Nyasaland | am grateful to Peter Wingent for much & th
research in developing its remarkable 17,000 noilerjey. The journey was traced from the only tvemsit
marks on the cover.

o A e N
of X NAAR N Fro=r7pf _ Postmark of the
T~
1)  CEemrTIt S.H.R.T.P.O.
K mutha - e ~
% ) / Svet W e/ : ;
/ I - / (o = 9 RESIDENT ENGINEER'S OFFI )
UA CLARAAL O &2, 2 D'ANNA, MUTARARA, /
P.E,A. !

Printed address on reverse of cover

28" December 19 Air Mail cover to New Zealar
carried on the Shire Highland Railway

The Shire Highland Railway (named after threg
river Shire) was a 3ft. 6in. gauge railwgy °
completed in 1914 to connect landlocked
Nyasaland to the coast at Beira by linking in
the Trans-Zambesi Railway via the Zambgzi
Bridge at Mutarara.

= JNYASALAND /

)
s Zembao

/) Blontyra : [

S
AN

by ferry aceross
'Lambui River.
\

| Nieways frunk roite
/
n - Cape Twn) /

Blantyre - Chindio ; Shirz Righlands Railway {

Murraga - Dondo  : Trans-Zambezia Railwey > \: gz’a
@ ré

4 Beira - Umfali : Beira Railway 0 !

bulawa Umtali - Salisbury © Rhedesia Railws Blanfyre fo Beira - 350 miles.

gty e ety Redeedeine & Beira To Salisbury - 370 miles.

Zambesi River Bridge at Mutarara Map of the Shire Highland Railway, The Trans ZamBadway,
the Beira Railway and Rhodesia Railways

The cover would most likely have been posted orrdileray at Mutarara and carried north on the traich
had left Beira at 19.00 on ®December and arrived at Blantyre at 5.30am df Z8@ere the Post Office
would have had two options as to how to forwarddtwer to Salisbury:

1. By train via Beira on % January, thereby retracing the rail journey andtinaing to Salisbury via
Umtali on Rhodesian Railways (see Map.)
2. By the RANA feeder service direct to Salisbury Shdanuary.

There is no indication on the cover as to whictheke two services was used.
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At Salisbury the cover was transferred to Impe#ialvays flight AN200 which left for Alexandria on"2
January arriving on the™7January (Amaltheaflew the stages to Kisumu thé#fengistthe final stages to
Alexandria).

T — _ The cover left Alexandria on f0January on Imperial Airways Eastern
AUSTRALIAN AIR LINER'S | Services |E303,Horsa undertook the stages to Karachi from where
[MISAE: Arethusacontinued to Singapore arriving on™danuary. At Singapore

SAFE ARRIVAL AT Danwin | Athenatook over the service to fly to the Dutch Eastidisdand across the

FROM OUR OWN CORELAPONDENT Timor Sea. Crossing the Timor Sea #itenaencountered a terrific storm

T E:_ﬁ:t'-“n-é;;‘- ;ijer and was forced to land at Cape Stewart 60 milesaéd3arwin as reported

Athena, which [as reporied in the Tuee| N the Times of 1% January 1935. The pilot of ththena(Captain V.G.
editions of The Times yewerday] wis| \Wfjlson) told a graphic story of the ‘plane’s fligiirough the storm.

blown fincam sts cowrse over Lhé Timor Sea

1 i f wed dow i ¥ <@ . . . ” .
e T D;:,:‘f‘:“,;ﬁ;f;j’r:j The thunder and lightning were the worst | evepesienced,” he said.

ing, reached Darwin safely this evening “The lightning played about our wireless aerial,cawe had to draw it up to
The night Night asress the Timor: Sea . . . . K .
was made a the lines was runcing = day | prevent risk of fire. Our wireless direction find&oke down, and because

Iste. Dureis | 5 e . ..
i o ad been wnabie 12 B | of the terrific thunder we could not receive Darisimireless messages. It

beanags 18 the serodnome 56 the winehesd
| direciional apparatus had been removed i i n
e e was a terrible night.
Caplain Wihen, the pliol, @id than 15 Alicra
lel Bootpang s miconlight, aiier beaving Searia.
ligas that Durwin should be  nouled, (Ddrwin
did oot merlve  dbE mesagel  Halfwsy
sties e Timsr Sex b omun dwle & teille
sor=, acd lghleong plipcd abusd the W
direction-faded, | whith climsuly fifedl  Has
Bulieveed Bt whien (he apomratus brake Sown e
Albeny Wi owir Darwin, bul 4 the Rnding
beacan wai unlighted he ravellsd 800 milss cast-
Il_lrl] leaking Lof Darwin,  Hiasy fuin prevestsd
him [rem Mecoghicing she cssbl, The whals |
| I_rr-ul:E' wil dif 1o 2 breabdows of (omemsai=g.

Imperial Airways

[E-

Qantas Empire Airways|
EEEEn

Butler Air Transport
EuEn Ny
Rail

The Times, 7January 1935

ADELAIDE

PSE

De Havilland DH50J VH-ULG Internal Flights within Australia
(Hippomenes) of Qantas Empire Airways

The cover arrived in Darwin on f6January and
departed the following day to Charleville on the
Hippomene®f Qantas Empire Airways.

It left Charleville on 19 January for Cootamundra by
Butler Air Transport. This company had been forrbgd
Arthur Butler in 1934 and won the contract for the
Charleville to Cootamundra leg of the route usingea
Havilland D.H.84 Dragon VH-URG.

De Havilland DH84 Dragon VH-URG of Butler Air
Transport at Charleville Airpo
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The mail left for Sydney by overnight train arrigin
the following day as confirmed by the Air Mail
date-stamp of 20January 1935.

\ £\ JAS
oS

On arrival in Sydney the next ship sailing for N&&aland was thd1.S. WanganellaShe had beeluilt
by Harland and Wolffand entered service dhe trans-Tasmaroute in 1933. She had a gross weight of 9576
tons.

The two press cuttings below show the departutbeil.S. Wanganell&rom Sydney on Z1January and her
arrival in Auckland on 29January.

DEPARTURES. —J .
.'n-o. 8, for Port lembll..gh kwmth. kX |
'?P'-_ncmu-. m s for Melbourns, .55 p.m.
Sydney Morning Herald, {7January 1935

INCOMING OVERSEAS MAILS.

January 20—Marama, from Sydney.
January 20—Wanganelln, from Syduey.

Auckland Star, 28January 1935

On arrival in Auckland the cover was despatchEd W cur

to Tauranga, a city 137 miles distant, arriving ¢n Auckland Waineke

31* January as confirmed by the date-stamp. Istand
=7

This remarkable 17.00Q- ’%

mile journey has been
traced from just the two
transit marks of Sydney
and Tauranga.

o
ry day of Flen

A Tauranga City

1 Rotoma

Auckland to Tauranga
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Captain H.J. Horsey

By Duncan Crewe
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BOAC Steward Training

Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan Crewe sent me the wartime press photo shaaw, which is new to me and | suspect will be to
many readers. | wonder if BOAC had difficulty ixcruiting young stewards given that most young mere
being called up for National Service.
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Imperial Airways’ Passenger Department Cachet
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan kindly sent me scans of the cover to Calcsitiown below which was posted in London on 27th
November 1927. What he found unusual, in factfitet he has seen, is the Imperial Airways Passenge
Department cachet on the reverse. | wonder ifreagler has another example of this cachet, or ihdie
any other unusual Imperial Airways cachet? If deape send me a scan for inclusion in the nexibedit
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An unusual Tuck post card
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan sent me scans of the front and reverseegbdist card shown below. In his email he said lsenaa
seen another card like it and wondered if any otembers have. Duncauaspects it dates to 1932-33 and is
not sure whether it was produced by Imperial Airsv&gypt or by the Egyptian post office. He suspékts
given that Egypt also dispatched mail by KLM ane ¢lard seems to be favouring the British airline.

By comparing the latest posting times given ondael with 1A timetables, it has been possible taoa
down the time frame to between March and Decem&&38.1

Please write to the editor if you can add anythimghe background story of this card or have sesn o
similar.
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Imperial Airways’ Return Passage Rebate Certificats
By Peter Wingent

Imperial Airways’ passenger tickets are occasignaffered for sale but the Rebate Certificate shdetow
is only the second | have seen, so | snappedvithgn it appeared on Ebay recently.

The passenger, Mr. Fouad Aboza Bey, paid a £69téafly from Cairo to Kisumu on board service AS149
which departed exactly on time at 03.00 on 7 Jand884 and arrived Kisumu at 12.45 on the 9th. The
section was operated by the HR4@rsa

The option for passengers who purchased a sintkettto claim a 10% discount on the return jourrsy,
given in every IA timetable from March 1933 throughl1939. In this case the passenger could sa8£6
if he chose to fly back to Cairo within twelve mbstof his arrival at Kisumu.

The “Return Tickets” paragraph from the “Importémformation for Passengers” page of the Decemb&819
timetable is shown below the certificate. The p@mate sentence refers to Return Passage Cetéifica

Left: | suspect this is the stub from which thkdtovas torn.  Right: the Rebate Certificate.

In my opening paragraph | mentioned that mine weessecond certificate | had seen. The first ishm t
collection of Duncan Crewe who kindly sent me saafrisis example which are shown on the next pages
certificate is still in the folder in which the gmal ticket was issued.
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Mr. Meyer was flown by Imperial Airways’ service A84 which departed Athens on 7 September 1934 and
arrived Nairobi at 16.25 on the 10th.

Of additional interest are the 1A Heliopolis andifdai Station handstamps on the certificates. hr&ite
Issue no. 47 (June 2015, pp.28-29) | illustratedtiirelve IA Station handstamps known to the grovihat
time. The Heliopolis and Nairobi ones can now ddeal to our listing and | will be very gratefulahy
reader can provide illustrations of other handstambich have been found during the intervening gear
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Opening of the new Croydon Airport
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan sent me this fine press photograph takemgluhe official opening on 2 May 1928 of the new
Croydon airport. Duncan wrote that in fact the riemninal had been in use since January.

Caption on the reverse.
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A tale of two timetables
By Duncan Crewe

| recently acquired a copy of the April 1939 Afnicdimetable on eBay, the main interest being the
amendment slip that had been attached to the insidieeady had an example of what | thought wasstiime
timetable without the amendment. On comparing the however | found that they were different. The
original one without the slip was printed in Londoy the Curwen Press and had the Imperial Airwagec
IA/T/320 and the date code 2/39. The newly acquiteth was endorsed on the back Published by Imperia
Airways Limited and had the code -8000/3/39 anaVelvas William Brown & Davis Ltd, presumably the
printers.

In addition, the new acquisition has a purple htardp that read:

I am now wondering if Imperial Airways printed auBo African version of the timetable using a printe
South Africa or is it simply a second printing inaMh that was sent out to South Africa. | have IAp®38,
July 1938 and October 1938 African timetables dey tvere all printed by the Curwen Press and weded
IA/T/253, IAIT/277 and IA/T/301 respectively. | hawalso checked back through to 1936 and they wkre a
printed by Curwen and had the IA/T code.

Does anyone else have examples printed by WilliamowB & Davis with a different format of code?

Above: The amendment slip.

Left: The front covers are identical.
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Back of IA/T/320.

Back of -8000/3/39.



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2(J2due 66)

How times have changed
By Peter Wingent

Whilst searching my files for something else, | eaacross the four, long-forgotten copies of cowasgnce
which are shown below between Dennis Handover, tiapdirways Traffic Manager, and Captain D.O.
Lumley, Head of the Post Office Air Mail Departmenthe letters reflect an attitude towards philateland
postal historians which would cause modern day ®ffste officials to blush at the very least.

| found these documents in Post Offige
Archives many years ago (it is noy
the British Postal Museum an
Archive). Unfortunately, | did not
record the file name and number.

=<
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The Artemis crash in the pilot’s own words
By Peter Wingent

I bought recently on Ebay a book published priwatel 1989 by its author John Spafford, titled “The
Comings and Goings of John Spafford.” Whilst thiticle is concerned with the AW X¥rtemiscrash at
Pietersburg in February 1936, on which John Spaffeas Commander of the aircraft, | will take the
opportunity to first give a potted history of hieland career as he relates it in the book.

He was born in 1902 in Scunthorpe, joined the RAE919 and received his wings in 1924. He leftRiAd-

and joined Imperial Airways in 1928 and after ilittraining began flying on the Cairo — Basra sarvin

1929. He flew the HP4Rlannibal from Croydon to Cairo in December 1931 and fromnttonward flew
HP42s on the Cairo — Karachi section of the Indiaise until March 1933 when was he transferreflying

the same type of aircraft on the Cairo — Kisumuisr®f the Africa service.

In September 1935 he returned to the UK where heemgployed on the Croydon — Paris — Cologne service
but after three months he was transferred backfticgAto fly the Atalantas on the Kisumu — Johareg
section. As will be described later, his flying @ar ended when he was pilot of the ill-fafetiemis

The serious injuries he sustained in the crastidesllong hospitalization, resulting in him not mgeiable to
return to England for just over a year. Fortunafel him, he already had a partnership in a boddirm in
Scunthorpe and in this he became actively involweatil the building trade declined abruptly with theset of
war with Germany.

He then bought a 100-acre farm stocked with capilgs, chickens, ducks and geese but he sold the da
the end of the war and put the proceeds into lidallding firm which had been dormant since 194this
developed into a large construction company andf@pabecame a well-off company director.

Back to theArtemiscrash! Typical of contemporary press reports
is that which was published in The Times of 12 kEaby 1936,
shown in figure 1. Whilst it gives basic detaifstloe crash, John
Spafford’s account, which | will quote in full frorhis book,
really conveys the drama and the horror of thediewi in graphic
detail. The book also contains three photographity eaptions
written by Spafford, which are shown in figuresrgi .

“February 7th, 1936, a day to be remembered as mhest

catastrophic of my whole career, the day | was yutk escape
with my life! | had taken off from Nairobi with aifly full load on

Atalanta G-ABTJ Artemis. We were approximately ame a half

days behind schedule because of adverse weathetitions

experienced in Europe. On these occasions we warected to
make up lost time by night flying and in this imsta, by the time
we touched down at Pietersburg, we still had elitime to make
up. The picture there was one of thundery weattmet heavy
rain, added to which there was the prospect ofnigkiff again in

darkness. | realized that with this particular eiaft | was going
to need the full length of the aerodrome for take-dhere were
no floodlights, just a row of flares which consistef buckets or
drums containing paraffin and rags, ignited at tast moment by
ground staff.

A local doctor was in the office when | was coniptgthe normal
procedures and | asked him if he would help by gwvguhis car
headlights in front of me so that | could see toerdary wire
fence. This he agreed to do. After a wave to tletoddrom the
cockpit window | applied full throttle to the fowngines and
away we went into the darkness and rain.
Figure 1.
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I was hoping to be airborne by the time we readiedast flare but one, but that was not to be.é¥ineless,
we were off the ground by the time we reacheddbeflare and | was about to settle down with ahsid
relief when, to my horror, the control column waemched violently out of my hands. In the nextifig
seconds | thought the first officer had done thistigh the dual controls, but a quick glance shotésl was
not to be the case. | knew we were going to cragh Rirst Officer Beckman immediately switched b# t
engines. All sorts of things were happening atdtime time. The cockpit began to disintegratégi@d by
a final crunch which left me and Beckman tangledhug whole heap of debris.

From my trapped position in the cockpit | was andaaad terrified to see one of the engines stiliviey
away with broken props and vibrating severely sndamaged supports. My immediate thought wagef fi
for we had only just refuelled. To my great retieé engine petered out. | turned my attentionhto first
officer but in the wreckage | could only get a gise of him and when | called out to him there wasaply.
That had me extremely worried. Things were happerinthe rear of the plane. It was a relief to hear
passengers talking. They had found the exit doommad and had had to cut away fabric to make their
escape. They came round and pulled me away fromirtr@ft. | knew | had seriously injured my leglasas
unable to move. It was still raining very heavilyt lone of the passengers, a woman of about 50 ydage,
held my head on her lap and | could hear her sagiogething — | got the impression that she wasngagi
prayer in Afrikaan. | found that very touching imde | kept asking about my first officer and thelg tme
again and again that he was all right, but havirgs his inert body in the cockpit | still had myts.

Figure 2

Then | could see car headlights approaching andfitts¢ to arrive was the doctor who had spotlightbe
boundary fence for me. He laid me on the back gilais car and took me to hospital. | could seedweas a
lot of blood on my uniform and indeed on the imteof the car, for which | was duly apologetic, i told
me not to worry. | was taken to a long ward in sigle-storey Pietersburg hospital, a timber builgliwith a
corrugated roof. There | was delighted to see mst bfficer, even though he was covered with cuid a
bruises, but at least alive. Neither of us realisddthe time the real extent of our injuries. Therent
problem was one of thirst, but there was a constapply of tinned pears, the thirst being attritilite loss of
blood. Next morning we were moved to a small wahagres it was virtually impossible to get any sleep
because of the noise of crying babies. | mentighisdo the doctor who explained that because stfi@tage

of accommodation we had had to be transferred ¢onttaternity ward. The hospital was equipped with a
small X-Ray machine and examination revealed thataft leg was little more than a bag of crusheddm

in addition to which | had a broken knee.
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Spafford’s account of his treatment
and recovery continues for five pages
in his book, which is rather too long to
guote in full here so | will provide a

summary.

Both he and Beckman were quickly
transferred to Johannesburg General
Hospital where they were both told
that one of their legs might have to be
amputated. After a week or so
gangrene had set in to Beckman’s leg
and it was amputated.

The doctors also wanted to amputate
Spafford’'s left leg but he doggedly
refused to allow it to happen and
insisted on obtaining a second
opinion. It emerged that parts of his
broken femur had overlapped and
been allowed to knit together in that
position. He had an operation which
separated the pieces of femur and then
his muscles were gradually stretched
over a period of months until the ends
were in a position for plating. The
stretching was done by a contraption
involving overhead weights and
pulleys. The process was extremely
painful and he took a lot of morphine.

After six months he was discharged

from hospital, convalescing with a

metal calliper fitted to his left leg. The

operation had left him with one leg Figure =
half-an-inch shorter than the other.

Spafford arrived back in England on March 3rd 1887theWindsor Castle The wreckage of thArtemis
packed in twelve large crates, arrived in DurbaMamnch 22nd 1936, carried in four trucks. Theltataight
of the consignment, including the engines, was rsduas. It was shipped back to England in eitlher t
Edinburgh Castleor Llangibby Castletowards the end of that month. That was the dntbln Spafford’s
career with Imperial Airways buRrtemis was rebuilt and continued in civilian service urghe was
transferred to the R.A.F. in March 1941.

L.A. Wyndham [1] provides a detailed account of llzadling of the mail following the crash. He vagtA
Dragon Rapide of the African Air Transport Compavgs immediately chartered by Imperial Airways tketa
their manager and engineering superintendent to shene of the accident and to bring the mails to
Germiston. The machine left at daybreak on Tue§itésy would be 11th March, the day after the cldsit
owing to petrol shortage was forced to land in tledd six miles from the Pietersburg aerodrome. Sout
African Airways had arranged to postpone the departof their connecting services to Cape Town and
Durban until the mails arrived, but on learning thie mishap to the machine that was to have brotigm

on, it was decided to despatch the liners withbatrtorth mail. After the official inspection hadebemade by
the Civil Air Board officials the mail was takeroiin the wrecked machine and forwarded by train. Chpe
portion was sent all the way through to Cape Towmaid where it arrived on the Friday morning. Thi®sed
mail bags for Durban were specially taken off thart at Germiston shortly after 7 a.m. on Wednesday
morning and rushed to the airport to be placed lo& $outh African Airways liner, “Lord Charles Soset;”
which then took off for Durban. No mail had beestpd in Pietersburg itself ..... “



December 2024 (Issue 66) ImperiaivAys Gazette

Figure 4.

The cover shown in figure 4 was carried by Impehialvays’ service AS315 on which thrtemiscrashed. It
is datestampedONDON F.S. AIR MAIL, 29JAN. 1936 and is timed at 8.15 PM. The time is imgatrbecause
service AS314 departed Croydon on the 29th buR&0lso the cover can only have been carried bylAS3
and after the crash, as described above, was gérdib to Germiston and flown from there to Durlianthe
South African Airways’ Ju.52ord Charles Somersen 12th February.

An up-to-date itinerary of AS315 is shown in figlse
Apart from the crash, another interesting featuréhe
service is the employment on the Mediterraneariaect
of two short Kent flying boats. This can only hadeen
due to an excessive load of either passengerghtfrei
mail, or combinations of the three.

Whilst Satyrusdeparted Brindisi to schedule on the 4th,
Scipioleft one day late on the 5th, the reason being tha
she did not arrive at Brindisi until 10.00 on then,5
operating service AN312, which was one day late
having been delayed at Athens by bad weather. She
made a quick turn around on the 5th but was onlg ab
to return to Athens on AS315 that day.

Reference

[1] Wyndham, L.A.The Airposts of South Africd980
reprint published by The Aerophilatelic Society of
Southern Africa. (Originally published by The Cape
Times in 1936).

Figure 5.



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2(J2due 66)

Book review
By Keith Harrop

Rhodesian Study Circle Handbook
Memoir 43
The Aviation History and Airmails of Bulawayo to 1940

By John Berridge

Published by the Rhodesian Study Circle. Wire lbouh72 pages. A4 size, high-quality gloss papece
£25 + p&p or £10 for PDF copy. (Price same for rhers and non-members of the Rhodesian Study Circle)
Available via Robert Gallimore. Email enquiry tallimore4@gmail.com

This memoir is the history of the development
of aviation in Southern Rhodesia most of which
took place around Bulawayo in the early days

It is profusely illustrated with the characters,
aircraft and events, plus covers from the
author's collection which were producgd
privately or by the aviation companies to mark
the introduction of new services, all of whidh
either emanated from, or passed through
Bulawayo.

The Memoir is well-researched and provides
much in-depth background information. It |s
divided into twelve Chapters, starting with the
early days from 1896 to 1920. Following on |is
the story of Silver Queen I, the first aircraft to
reach Bulawayo. Then there are details of the
fledgling companies that came and went during
the 1920s, the 1929 railway strike, the flights |of
Imperial Airways Ltd. from 1931 to 1937, the
background to Rhodesian and Nyasalgnd
Airways and its routes, including the May 1934
Southern Rhodesia — Northern Rhodesia
experimental flights.

Personalities and the stories of their association
with Rhodesian aviation are listed and inclufe
Major Alister Miller, Sir Alan Cobham and al
of the annual R.A.F. training flights. These are
just a few of the many listed.

Also included is a chronological listing of the aidrs who visited Bulawayo from 1925 to 1931. liyare a
collector of aviation material, or just wish to teamore about the history of aviation in Southehoéesia,
then you could not do better than have a copyisfitemoir for reference.
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For the record ~ our Zoom meetings, September to Nember 2024

September 2024

Christopher Cooksey - My thanks to Mr. Koslowsky.

Chris Hawley - EAMS covers from the UK with a magchet.
Duncan Crewe - Capricornus crash.

Laurence Kimpton - LA. and the connection to Tehra

Peter Wingent - Trans-Atlantic air mail, 1937 ~ 993
October 2024

Christopher Cooksey - Miscellaneous air mail covers from Southern Rhaésindia and the Far East, 1933-1945.
Sue Burn - New acquisitions.

Peter Richards - New acquisitions and questions.

Peter Wingent - Blue air mail pillar boxes.

November 2024

Duncan Crewe - Some interesting African photos.

Adrian de Bourbon - The Broken Hill mails, Februa8s2.

Pete Halmkin - Flight AS1 VIP cover to the Wynnet@s.

David Bradley - Air mail from northern PEA 1934-IRESNAM/ Régie to Broken Hill.

Peter Wingent - BOAC Horseshoe service — the fiivetmonths.



