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Editorial

Dear friends, | do hope you are all keeping saféwaell in these difficult times. | for one feelryegrateful
that | have a hobby which can occupy large amoahtane during lockdowns. Without it | think | wéli
have been climbing the walls long ago.

The only good thing | can think of which has resdlfrom our prolonged incarcerations is Zoom mestin
They are proving to be an excellent means for spoeembers to keep in touch and to give presemtstid
am sure many of you have participated in such mgetnd | wonder if our group might like to indulgeam
very happy to set up and host a meeting and it dvbel very good to see some of your smiling facesnag
many of which | haven’t seen since our happy mestat Stan Wheatcroft's house all those years ago.

Of course, we will require some presentations wimead be only about 5 minutes long. | suggestithyatu
would like to participate then please email mejrgtyou would like to join a meeting and whethenot you
could do a presentation. If | get at lesigtpeople willing to present, then it will go ahehdt | think if there
are less than that, then it will be a non-starteor those unfamiliar with Zoom, let me reassura it it is
user-friendly and | can send you clear instructiomsyou wish to do a presentation, it will neax ke in
PowerPoint and again, | can help if necessary.

Moving on to this issue of the Gazette, you mightice that it consists of contributions from onlg B/olf
and Duncan Crewe, to whom my grateful thanks, amave filled the rest with my bits and pieces. rEhare
only nineteen of us and the ethos of this groupas everyone contributes at least occasionallgry\8imply,
I need your help to fill the pages. Please triparik you.

Apart from the Gazette itself, Duncan Crewe hastrgeserously sent me scans of some very rare ahd ea
timetables (1920 to 1924) published by LepAeriala@f Piccadilly, London. | had not heard of thignf
before but they appear to be aeronautical travehtagand insurers. The file sizes are large sowitlu
receive them via an email additional to the oneyiag this Gazette.

I am delighted to welcome a new member, who somguofwill know: Dr. Christopher Cooksey, who is a
Life Vice- President of the Rhodesian Study Cianhel, happily, is developing an interest in aeraébiy.

Our Australian member, Ed Wolf, has produced a rsg@@wition of his 2012 publication, “The Flight thie

Old Carthusian,” which is the story of the HandlRgge V/1500 which made the first through flightnfro
England to India from 13 December 1918 to 23 Janu&19. This second edition is the result of
collaboration with Laurence Kimpton and expandedvkedge gained from research on the internet. The
book is 130 pages long and because it weighs @@ghs., would be very expensive to post from Aslistr
Very generously, Ed is offering to supply the baoka disc at the special price of £10 to our membdir
you would like a copy, contact Edegwolf@optusnet.com.awHe has provided the summary which follows:

Immediately after the cessation of World War 1, Major MacLaren of the Royal Air Force was selected to fly an aeroplane
from England to India, a “through flight” of 5,560 miles that had not previously been attempted.

The decision taken in secret on the 12! November 1918 was to use the untried Giant Handley Page V/1500 bomber as the
means of transport. England’s first four engined bomber had been designed to bomb Berlin and was about to do so when the cease
fire order came.

What follows is an amazing story outlining many of the trials and tribulations that affected the personnel and their “machine”
before they ultimately reached their goal.

A fifty-year celebration of the event occurred in 1968/69, but was overshadowed by the 50th anniversary of Ross Smith’s
flight to Australia at the end of the same year. Much has been written, gleaned from contemporary newspapers, subsequent crew
interviews, articles, books and hearsay but the end result was a confusion of facts and fables.

The main reason for the lack of detail was that the flight was commissioned by the R.A.F in wartime and all files relating to
the flight were classified under the Official Secrets Act including Major MacLaren’s 63 page private log, written as it happened .

It was Ed Wolf of Sydney who subsequently realised that after 50 years the Act requires the release of previously classified
information, so he travelled to Kew to research the topic. The result for aviation enthusiasts and the general public is they now have
access to the factual story.

Finally, you will remember that at the foot of eyd&december editorial there was a reminder to sead/our
subscriptions. But no more! Rememb#o:not send me any money. Thismagazineisnow free! Let joy be
unconfined! Have a very Happy Christmas and a aafehealthy New Year. With best wishes from Peter



December 2020 (Issue 58) ImperiaivAys Gazette

Indian Aerophilatelistsand the 1931
Imperial Airways First Experimental Flight to Australia
By Ed Wolf

This is the story of the first experimental flightm England to Australia, with emphasis on thecedlations
on the various covers emanating within India. Wihety reveal is that certain aspects of the flighd #&s
philatelic facts need revision.
The flight plan of the venture from England waslvestablished as far as Delhi. What was neededavirask
beyond that city as Imperial Airways had not veatlbeyond this point.
The degree of urgency can best be gauged by thehaicthe first notion of the extension past Detlas
raised within the British Post Office on Saturddgrch 28 1931 and the actual flight took off tieidwing
Saturday morning April 4 from Croydon. It followekle standard Imperial India route through the Easamp
Balkans and arrived at Karachi on Sunday April 12.
In that first hectic week before the flight, thesPOffice announced two flights three weeks apadt sent the
details to the Press, the Post Office daily Lists the Post Office Circular. With little time fdne philatelists
in England to ensure that they could prepare a@mstto commemorate the event, there was nevershates
impressive almost 300 Ibs of mail stowed on takedektined for places beyond Delhi and Austrahad
New Zealand ports.
The British mail consisted of the following: -

Calcutta 1 bag (13 %2 Ibs)

Rangoon 1 bag (15 Ibs)

Singapore 3 bags (67 %lbs)

Australia ports 13 bags (287 Ibs)

It is instructive to realise that there were ngdaade up for other intermediate places in Loramtmh that
the bags, under standard practice, were sealedexample, mail intended for Jodhpur (the firsttgeast of
Delhi) would have flown to Calcutta in the Calcutieg and then returned by surface to Jodhpur.

Figure 1. Melbourne April 23, 1931, a typical sésealed mail bags heading for England.

Mail picked up along the way would need to be sbié the point of departure and bagged accordingly.

However, there appears no mention in any of teeditire of any mail picked up along the way ungl get to
Karachi India.

In India, the philatelists were hard at work to coemorate this historic event. The two rival soeitin
Calcutta “The Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta” witts energetic Hon. Secretary Charles Griffithd dme
other resident Calcutta dentist, Stephen Smithefindian Airmail Society” made sure that they emed the
field. Another keen collector/dealer was K.N. KapubDelhi. No doubt there were others but thesediwere
certainly prominent.
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These gentlemen wanted to record the flight rigihtss India in all its stages. One problem was there not
entirely sure where the landing places were gainget This is especially so once the flight wemthfer East
beyond Burma. It also meant that they had to sewelepes under cover to the various postmastets avit
request that they cancel the mail locally and tfeeward it on the aircraft as it passed througheyrhad a
little more time to get organised than their Bhtounterparts but not much.

Figure 2

Figure 2 shows a typical example of an intermediateer created by Charles Griffith from Jodhpurtor
Star. In this case the cover was registered amdinated at destination, some others were returodtie
sender creating multiple cancellations. Since @ngfis domiciled in Calcutta, this item, fully fieed, was
sent under separate cover to Jodhpur. There,@ftapleting the registration requirements, it waduided in
their mail bag for Alor Star.

There must have been other individuals who wanbelet obtain souvenirs of this historic flight amere
certainly were also genuine letters sent alongadhbéee.

The difficulty | have, is to determine from the qgtiies quoted, which are official, and which avpglied by
one or other of the major philatelists. None of tbferenced sources i.e, Anstee [1], Smith [2]k&ing [3]

or Walker [4] indicate the source of their inforioat so we have no way of checking on it. One issue
certain, there are varying numbers associatedewsitih leg of the trip. In many cases we have noatied.

One thing that does come through is that the ovqtentity is not all that large when compared tobeo
flights. For instance, Pickering quotes a numbed®000 covers being flown from England on thastfir
experimental flight and then says “in addition hoge picked up at many stops along the route.draland
Burma, a total of 1,818 were taken aboard from sgMaces, of which 495 for Indian destinations;5&6
Burmese destinations; 207 for Malaya ;560 for Aal&rand beyond.” From the Australian PMG Annual
report 1930-31, we get that the real number wak3B3,

Hence a little more than 13% is added to the olvéwald and most of those do not go to the end point
Darwin, in any case. Yet if we add up the numlogprsted by Gordon Anstee, we get Delhi to Calcu82a 1
and Allahabad to Calcutta 148, making 330 covely. dEven that low number incorporates those itears f
the three Burmese destinations. Clearly therecavers not accounted for in Anstee’s count. An obsi
example is those emanating from Karachi and Jodhpur
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Perhaps Anstee was only aware of the Stephen Sroiters and not of any other interested parties. An
alternative reason why those covers are not ine&istcount, or created by Smith, is perhaps beaaeitieer

the Karachi nor Jodhpur covers are technically flights, the route already having been estabtisioeDelhi

by December 1929. That premise is confirmed in é&ist omitting any covers or cards from stops before
Allahabad, i.e. the first new stopping place os thistoric flight.

You may also notice that there seems to be an esigopba Calcutta where Smith was based, in Anstee’s
comments. From my personal observation, no covave been sighted, created by Smith from Karachi or

Jodhpur, only Griffiths cards and covers are eviden

The actual staging across India can be followethbycovers that have been left behind and theeditigise
of the back stamp, sometimes applied on the frontack of space, on the envelopes helps us towdsc
what happened. That is where the philatelic rebestarts after the event.

| have used the respected New Zealand Aero hist@@uglas Walker and British expert Peter Wingéit [
as the source for much information but even thesead tell the full story.

The flight plan across India is shown as in thdetddelow. Where Walker records “via”, | have imested
that as stopping for fuel and have added the motadf fuel, overnight or overflown to indicate whehere
was a stop or not. My conclusions on dates, comm fthe cancellations of the covers | have sighted o

possess.

My addition of Bima to the flight plan, is to inqgmrate the covers that were created in India, betowas
realised that the aircraft would go to Rambangeiadt Consequently, there are no covers addressed to

Rambang or Koepang!

1931 1st Experimental to Australia - Indian se&tath

Arrive Depart* Place
Apr-12 Apr-13 Karachi Overnight
Apr-13 Jodhpur Fuel
Apr-13 Delhi Fuel
Apr-13 Apr-14 Allahabad Overnight
Apr-14 Apr-15 Calcutta Overnight
Apr-15 Akyab Fuel
Apr-15 Rangoon Fuel
Apr-15 Tavoy Overflown
Apr-15 Apr-16 Victoria Point Overnight
Apr-16 Alor Star Overflown
Apr-16 Apr-17 Singapore Overnight
Apr-17 Muntok Fuel
Apr-17 Apr-18 Batavia Overnight
Apr-18 Semarang Fuel
Apr-18 Apr-19 Soerabaja Overnight
Apr-19 Rambang Fuel
Apr-19 Bima Overflown
Apr-19 Koepang Crash
Darwin

* Source Douglas Walker 1986
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The following table is a composite of informatiorogided by Gordon Anstee [6] and Stephen Smittp[d}
the result of checking the cancellations on over ddvers.

Indian Mail Bags prepared for the flight
Karachito Jodhpur
Delhi
Allahabad (14)
Calcutta (72)
Rangoon (15-40) Akyab Tavoy (Apr 17) Vic. Pt. (A1)
Singapore Alor Star (Apr 18) Batavia Bima
Darwin Sydney
Jodhpur Delhi
Allahabad
Calcutta (25)
Rangoon Akyab Tavoy (Apr 17) Vic. Pt. (Apr 22)
Singapore Alor Star Batavia Bima
Darwin
Delhi to Allahabad
Calcutta (85 or 182)

Rangoon Akyab Tavoy (Apr 17) Vic. Pt. (Apr 22)
Singapore Alor Star Batavia Bima
Darwin

Allahabad  Calcutta (148)
Vic. Pt. (5 or 9) (Apr

Rangoon (32) Akyab (6) Tavoy (Apr 17) 22)
Singapore Alor Star Batavia Bima
Darwin

Calcutta Akyab (32)
Tavoy (30)(Apr Vic. Pt.(30)(Apr

Rangoon (168) 17) 22)

Singapore (57) Alor Star Batavia Bima

Darwin (91) Rest of AUS (127) New Zealand (507?)
Akyab Rangoon? Tavoy? Vic. Pt.?

Rangoon Tavoy
Vic. Pt. (1) (15 Apr)
Singapore Alor Star Batavia Bima
Darwin Melbourne

Tavoy Vic. Pt. (Apr 22)
Singapore Alor Star Batavia Bima
Darwin

Alor Star Sydney (123 incl. NZ)

Johore Sydney (84 incl. N2))

Singapore Sydney (273)

The 2nd column defines the drop off destinatiomysgguent columns are the additional destinatiorthédn
same bag. Numbers in brackets are quantities freoted sources. Dates are the arrival date stamplseon
covers.

In Anstee’s article he writesAS the Indian Post Office did not receive suffitiestice that the mail would be
dropped at Akyab, mails prior to Calcutta, i.e.rfr&karachi, Jodhpur, Delhi and Allahabad were inaddn
the Rangoon bag and forwarded to their destinatipisteamer. The same applies to mails for VictBoat
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and Tavoy. In consequence, letters and cards debpyd€ at Akyab, Tavoy and Victoria Point are very
scarce”

I had some difficulty understanding what he wasrgagnd have interpreted it as follows:

Mail from Karachi, Jodhpur, Delhi and Allahabad titesd for Akyab, Tavoy and Victoria Point were
included in the Rangoon bags from each of thoseeplalt is presumed that each of the four nameescit
would have produced a closed bag for Rangoon argllif the time Rangoon was reached there would have
been 5 bags from Indian cities (including the bagnf Calcutta) as well as the bag from London feadhg.
From Calcutta, mail for Tavoy and Victoria Pointre@lso included in the Rangoon bag.

For items starting at Karachi there does not apfgebe any count available for the next few stogplaces.
We don’t know how many covers were created by lineet main protagonists but some samples from Gharle
Griffiths show that he had at least one item farheaf the stops.

Figures 3 and 4 show the
front and back of a sample
of the Charles Griffiths’
general purpose cards with
additional annotation in red.
Posted at Karachi on April
11 to be on board the April
12 flight to Allahabad,
cancelled there on April 14.

&
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greer you on the oecasion |

the First Flf;rht.f’;{u-.mn
Frasi Elnfil-i'lﬂ,i-' usbial |
HOMORARY SECRETARY

4B, FOLICE HOSPITAL ROAD, ENTAL
CALCUTTA.

The back of the card being
glossy would not
accommodate a backstamp,
so the card was cancelled on
the front.

Figure 3
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The covers and cards that haye

been sighted from Jodhpul A .....
have an additional interestin g R 2

philatelic aspect. The post &"%_

canceller has the date slu i

upside down to the rest of th A 5

instrument as can be seen in the c“’“"‘“‘““‘““‘«‘h“ i

example in figure 5. The et

rectangular cachet, correctly “"'"""'"“"{'rﬂﬂ L-P-u-m- ------- :

used, was applied at Rangodn ** Savesi (fram the

where the card was dropped Philagelic Phitrt EHJMT

before continuing to Tavoy by :EEEIF%;:L:?;: 3'%_:35: siof of

steamer.

Fmm \ .""‘"—:’-
Hnr\-cﬁ'mv SECRETARY,

dil, POLICE H@smiTa L ROAD, I:wr-Ll.'rJ i
o
CALCUTTA
L P e ——

Figure 5

| There are a lot of covers from

mmmmm_ F”EHT s Delhi created by Mr. H.N.

WAV e ; Kapur. An example is shown

= in figure 6. Rather than a

general card such as

produced by Griffiths, the

envelopes were  printed
especially for the event.

The backstamp of Victoria
Point April 22 31, indicates
that mail was offloaded at
Rangoon (on April 15) and
continued south by steamer.

An example of Stephe
Smith’s effort is the
cover from Allahabad to
Victoria Point shown in
figure 7. The additional VIA IMPERIAL ATHWAYS,
3-line cachet in black |sln,.. EXE
repeated on the back df =&
this envelope also but i$
not official, most likely
applied by  Smith
himself. Someone wrotg
in pencil that only nine
items were carried. The
backstamp of Victoria

o
1St @Reatialooce (;Lcam e f-

ey, S S

g %éélw S",u‘.E—?f"
/? o Aica vl

Eoi_nt April 22‘ 31, Vfarﬁﬁ)/A 7:29/”7-

indicates that mail was

offloaded at Rangoor|rigyre 7 %—‘?ﬁ‘- #’5«4“4--4..

(on  April 15) and
continued south by steamer.
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o Tt arts
AKYAB

WORLD FLIE II,"
HALF-"WAY HOUSE

1st. EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHTY been no mail created at
%mgmuwwumm

The aircraft left Calcutta
on April 15 for the fuel

stop at Akyab where it
dropped off the Calcutta
created covers. This is
confirmed by the

backstamp of April 15 11
AM on the Stephen Smith
letter for Akyab in fig. 8.

There appears to have

Akyab for any of the next
stages of the flight - at
least | have not sighted
any.

The unofficial 3-line cachets were gigyre 8
added subsequently at Calcutta by
Stephen Smith.

The aircraft next took off for
Rangoon where it again stoppgd
for fuel, dropped off its 6 bags o
mail. It was at Rangoon that ther
was the first official recognition
by way of a cachet placed on the

AITRWATE,
AL FLIGHT

TIiA IH:IL.'B[.I".I
1st. EXPERIMENT

ENGLAND TO AUSTEALIA- .
_,f-_ § ey

3\
e

incoming and outgoing mail.

Two small rectangular

boxed ones were used

reading either FIRST
AIRMAIL/EUROPE-

BURMA or FIRST
AIRMAIL/BURMA-
AUSTRALIA..
See figure 9.

Figure 9 | AIRMA: L-I

F LG |

There was some confusior|g
as to which cachet to
apply. Clearly the
incoming mail should have
had the first and thely
outgoing mail the second.
However, all the incoming
mail sighted is known with
the incorrect cachet.

YiA

(GLARD - AUSTRALIA

INDIA. o/0 The Fostmester, Rangoon,

H. N. KAF'LIR 12




Imperial Airways Gazette Decemd@20 (Issue 58) @

When the Rangoon bags were cleared, some coveeshaekstamped April 15 11 AM, others 4.30 PM, and
in some cases, both! Mail from the same Karachiibsmnded for Victoria Point received the correetrking
of BURMA-AUSTRALIA despite the short distance iatrelled along that route.

The additional covers fo Fiqure 10 2 ——_—
Akyab, Tavoy and Victoria 9

Point would have beer
separated and prepared for
surface delivery by steamerg
northwards for Akyab and
southwards for Tavoy anc
Victoria Point.

The steamer journey ig
confirmed by the backstamp
on the Akyab covers N,
bearing the date of April 21 ]
and a manuscript note in refl ,
by the Akyab Postmastef L
“Recd. via Rangoon
21/4/31.” (Figure 10).

The DH66 City of Cairothen headed for a
possible landing at Tavoy, which it ignored
(proven by the arrival stamp on the front of
the cover backstamp of April 17) and a
certain landing and overnight stop at
Victoria Point on April 15. (Figure 11).

[ =
| |

Ir

The Victoria Point steamer delivery wds
not until April 22. '

A unique flown cover exists, shown in
figure 12, from Rangoon to Victorig
Point carrying the backstamp of April 1
with a red manuscript signed by t t
local postmaster reading “received g
5.40 PM by Airmail.” %

A letter from Charles Griffiths written i
1945 authenticates the cover. It is shoy
in figure 13.
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AH:{ MAIL | ﬂﬁe Cli":lem C'Dﬁirafz[it: (]E[LLB of (Ecrf{:u[[a-

46, ':Du{u:: Hospilal “Road,

Anstee also records that
covers from Tavoy to
Victoria Point  went

direct by air but as the
aircraft did not stop at
Tavoy that was not
possible. The Tavoy
cancellation indicates
that the letter was
initially delivered by

steamer having been
dropped off at Rangoon
as an “Under cover
letter”  for  Tavoy

arriving on April 17 and

then going on by same
or other steamer to

Victoria Point where it
received the April 22
backstamp. A clear April
22 backstamp proves
that the cover came by
steamer, not by air
(Figure 14)

Other covers prepared to be sent from Tavoy weradéstinations such as Alor Star, Singapore, Batavi

Bima and Darwin. From the Batavia and Bima coveraly possession, it appears that these covers were

withheld at Tavoy or moved by surface mail to ABiar until the Second Experimental service camgutin

two weeks later with th8outhern Crosfiown by Kingsford Smith.
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Singapore date stamp g
May 8. Kingsford Smith | { B
ignored the trip to Batavi AR MA cﬁ
Batavia destined covel

shown in figure 15 was|

stamped 9.5.31 6-7 N (N

day in Batavia and ther]

went on the return journey .
to eventually end up bach

This is confirmed by theF="— : = T =
and went direct to

Soerabaja  where th

meaning in the afternoon)|

It was stamped the nex

in Calcutta by June 24, buf

that is another story.

“Figure 14 n — e F

The Bima destined cover
shown in figure 15 had an
even more bizarre journey
when we follow its
cancellations. Like the
Batavia cover it went with
the Southern Cross to
Soerabaja, but as it had to
travel further east, it went
with the privately chartered
Pattist aircraft  Abel
Tasman to Koepang on
— Rl . May 13 overflying Bima
vm i ' on the way!

Anstee has this recorded ds =3 ,
receiving its diamond #“' =l e P R L !
shaped cachet at Bimg ’ : [ o DhilEERE : : 5
rather than at Soerabaj AIR MAIL RE J.D > @- ' T
The letter was ther| S Z oS, _Iglapiftedoond EXT Y '
returned to Soerabaja o
May 21 and finally reached
Bima on June 3. Again
that was not the end of it
journey it went back to|
Soerabaja on its way to it$
sender in Calcutta and wals
despatched to Calcutta o
October 2 to arrive home aft
Calcutta on October 15!

Figure 15,

The City of Cairdn the meantime continued on its way from Victdfiaint overflying Alor Star to arrive at
Singapore on April 16 for an overnight stay. (Fea6).

On April 17 the DH66, stopped at Muntok on thersglaf Banka for fuel and them made it to Batavia fo
another overnight stop.
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On April 18 it took off from — —

Batavia went along the northerp P 2!5
coastline of Java stopping 4t fj%ﬁ'ﬁg\ '“"—“""'"'_— ==
Semarang for fuel and stayed R. LEE"EANG\CI LL'EEN& M A
overnight at Soerabaja. The e 7774 GRQVE /ROAD, :
next day after refuelling at S wﬂﬁﬁ 55 |. .=

Rambang they ran into a violerjt :

storm which slowed down thei
progress and increased their fugl
usage to such an extent that they
decided on an emergency
landing at Koepang.

i
Unfortunately, the chosen arep : ; :
was not free of obstructions ang LAVMH! Y Ty adi Neleyyf 2h
the aircraft crashed but the creyw

and the mail were uninjured.

Figure 16

That was the end of the First Imperial Airways Eipental flight to Australia. Several other partigsuld
be involved in completing the journey to the Auara mainland and then to the various major souther
cities.
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Questionsand Answers

In the June 2020 Gazette, Nick Arrow asked why rwaitaly, carried on the first northbound servfoem
Cape Town was apparently offloaded at Athens tleen om there to Brindisi by sea. Both John Bkyei
and Duncan Crewe have responded with replies wihigimk explain the circumstances very clearly. aifik
you both.

John replied as follows: “I attach scans of my @wawayo covers to Italy. There must have beenreecb
bag for Brindisi containing my covers which wasealoff theSylvanuson arrival there as my Brindisi cover
was cancelled at 1pm on 14 February. The coveutmTarrival 6-7 16 February) reached its destorain a
day and a half - the rail journey from BrindisiTarin is about 800 miles and would have taken aveay
even with good connections. As Nicholas suggesisah the Italian mail was in the Brindisi bag,viveg
been taken offylvanusat Athens and given Greek cancels, unlike my texecs.”

BY AIR MAIL
FAR AVION

FIRST OFFICLAL AIR MAIL,

John Berridge cover
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John Berridge cover

Duncan replied as follows: “I have three coverdltedy by this flight all of which received Athensahsit cancels.
However two of them, addressed to Brindisi and Ragboth have Brindisi Posta Aerea arrival cancetsl#.2.32
showing that they were sorted in time to be flowntloe next morning. The third is addressed to Toand simply has a
Torino back stamp for 17 February.

Rather than the covers having all been mis-sorjetthd South Africa postal authorities, | think thia¢y were bagged up
on Athens as the Office of Exchange. | also hawevar to Cyprus that also received an Athens btk

In a similar way | have covers from the flight aglssed to Switzerland, Belgium, Germany and Denmaikh all have
Paris transit cancels.

| also note that covers from South Africa to Tanglka were bagged up on Mbeya. All my covers to DodpZanzibar,
Moshi and Mwanza have been back stamped MbeyaFdh .

As you know my main area of collecting is Hong Kargl when Imperial Airways opened its feeder serfiom Hong
Kong in March 1936 then the Hong Kong post offiegéped up all its mail for eastern Europe on Athemd that for
western Europe, other than Britain and Eire, onsPard | have a post office list showing this.I#oashows all mail for
India was bagged up on Calcutta even that addreéesattier Indian calling points on the service lixelhi and Karachi.
Mail was usually sent on by rail from Calcutta. dnsimilar way mail from Hong Kong to African desttions was
bagged up on Alexandria.” Duncan’s covers are shoglow.
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Acceptance of air mail from The Sudan, 1929-1930
By Peter Wingent

In March 1929, Imperial Airways commenced a weeldyice between——— A/
Croydon and Karachi. It appears from the three movVeatured, that}”™ _?ﬂ““—
mail from The Sudan was sent on a regular bastotmect with this| Cair \( A
service. It was not until March 1931 that ImpeAatways commenced f

a regular service to East Africa which passed thinohe Sudan. Thus 1

during 1929 and 1930 mail connected with Imperidtways at +
Alexandria via the well established train — steamdrain route from K:i’i;ff N
The Sudan to Egypt, shown in the map in figure d the timetable in BRI N
figure 2. &\_? '-\

Having been unable to find a single reference ésehearly acceptancgs & ¥ F 7T 'Si« \\\
in any books, journals or official documents, | ferto Richard Stock tg T T N
ask if he was aware of any references. (Richawtias-President of the fiver FAa \\
Sudan Study Group and Editor of the group’s jourtf@mel Post.” He Pt \

is an acknowledged expert on Sudan postal histbtg)replied that hef-— = ~gigbs ——~ .77

had found one reference in the “Sudan Almanac’1880 which stated, / ) \\
“An additional mail to Great Britain and Ireland &es Khartoum on '\
Fridays, Alexandria on Wednesdays (Air Mail) andivss London X\:@M SPVLIMENT
following Sunday.” Unfortunately, it did not provide any informatio
about postal rates for the air service. This idigaarly frustrating | s , » ,
because whilst my two covers (figures 3 & 4) arthbbranked 27 mills.,
Richard’s cover (figure 5) is franked only 23 milésd is to the U.K., ag
is one of mine. The 4 mills. difference is inexplle.

T Ay

=)

e | .
| suspect the overall rate was composed of the i8.rper 20 gr. e Figure 1
ordinary Empire surface fee, plus an air mail fdécl seems to vary between 13 and 17 mills. Rithad |
would be very pleased if any members can providectedetails of the rates applicable and any further
information about these acceptances. Also it wbeldhteresting to see scans of any similar covers.

BU'DAH RAILWAYS

\"CAIro ....Gsp 1930 | Bun, & Wed. |- Kha.rr.oumdap 1515 | Bon, AWML
LDIOr . «uu. 080 7 40 | Mon. & Thr, (Blesplog and Best, Oars. bama ....dep. 2 40 ‘Hm,.; t,
E_Eul!:t el d arz.| 7225 | w. w Gau-lrog‘;!man & v,v— g.n'lllla il ;rr 1815 1
‘Bhellal Bir e 140 | oe abose, nlfp Btr, ..dep.| 1930 e

| Hala Bte, ..ae 8 . | Wod, & 8at, Shellal Sir. :f:.! 5 | Wed & But

| Halls ...... ﬂ.ap.u “ Blea::lng.\-nd‘Bm Cars§ Shollsl ....dep 14 0 i

| Atbara . ATF| ai | The, & Sun, | Halfs-Ebartonm & 7.9, LOxor ...... dep 39 0 | ays

| _lih_nr_w_m_‘_“.;.“' ST Cairo.... wr. 7 ol Thr &

iy I;f j{,;”cj {}4:/ ‘g : o Figure 3. Cover to U.K. datestamp
o e 1 }"'27;‘({"‘:3‘ Ed-Damer, 11 Oct. 1929. Flowinom

Alexandria to Croydon by service IW28.
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Figure 4. Cover to Dominica, datestamped Khartoum, @¢. N929. Flown from Alexandria to Croydon by sexvl/34.

v Air Wail|

Kessrs Howls TLimlited,

Intermational Exchenre,

Edrmund Straet,

BIRMTNGHAM. Englanad

Figure 5. Cover to U.K. Datestamped Khartoum, 8.06829. Flown from Cairo to Croydon by IW36.
(Cover courtesy of Richard Stock)

Richard’s cover (fig. 5) conforms exactly to theoRBs Khartoum to Cairo timetable. The 8th Decembas
a Sunday and the 12th was a Thursday. Simildre/cover in fig. 4 was posted on a Thursday and hase
been carried by the Sunday train from Khartoum witiival at Cairo on Thursday, 28 November.

The cover from Ed Damer (fig. 3) has a Wadi Halfdval datestamp of 12 October: a Saturday andieoCa
arrival datestamp of 15 October, which was a Tugsdaither the services were operating to a difiere
schedule at this time, or there had been a sedielay .

Perhaps another indication of the scarcity of tressdy covers is the fact that in the Mair bookadf mail
labels, the earliest date of introduction in Thel&@uof any type of label is 1931.

| repeat my plea for further information and/or exdes of similar covers.
Acknowledgement:

| am very grateful to Richard Stock for the infotina he provided and for his permission to inclute
illustration of his cover shown in figure 5.
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The Durban flying boat base
By Peter Wingent

In previous issues of the Gazette the facilitigstifie handling and maintenance of the flying bestployed
on the Empire services at Southampton and RosenBay been described and now it is the turn of Durba
the other terminus of the Empire services.

| suspect there may well be books published in Iséditica which include descriptions of the Durbdyirfg
boat base but here in the U.K. | have found vetleli Back in 2005, this dearth of information leg to
email the late Dave Morton, who was a member of@arette group and lived in Cape Town, to ask if he
could find more information. In his enthusiastideever-helpful way Dave came up trumps. He disoed
that a local surgeon, Dr. John Buchan, was resigrdimperial Airways activities in Durban in prepsion

for a book he was intending to write on the subjddhfortunately, | cannot trace the book and worifii
was ever published. Has any reader more informaimut the existence or non-existence of this Book

However, John Buchan was extremelysgs
helpful and provided all the interestingss

details of the Durban base which a
reproduced here. It was established

Salisbury Island: a mangrove-covere
sandbank in Durban Harbour, named aft
HMS Salisbury which surveyed the
harbour area in the 1820s for the newl
established Port Natal Colony.

In May 1937 two moorings were laid and
an Imperial Airways office was establishe
in a building previously used as a tearoo
rented from a Mrs. Anderson. Twa'
photographs of this rather ramshackl

A brick-built storage shed

was constructed near the
office  to house engine

spares. The Captain and
First Officer stayed at the
Marine Hotel. They and

the mail from the Post

Office were picked up at

Gardner Street Jetty. The
passengers were taken from
the small craft harbour

where the customs launch
Vigilant and the medical

launch were kept. There
was a boarding office for

passengers on the jetty
adjacent to the launches.

These details are illustrated in the plan of Durblanbour shown in figure 3. The facilities remamauch
the same from June 1937, when the first regulaicadr flying boat services commenced, until Aprid09
The dramatic photograph of a flying boat at Salighbigland in figure 4 is taken from Phillip Sims dig
“Adventurous Empires.” The caption read§ahopustaking off from the Salisbury Island fairway, Darb
The promontory in the background is called The Bluf
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Figure 3

It is clear that there was inadequate provisionttiermaintenance of the aircraft on Salisbury dland so a
new base with a hangar and slipway and with mugtréned servicing facilities was built on reclaimadd

at Congella Basin. The location of this new basghown in figure 5 and the aerial photographgori 6. It
was opened officially on 5 April 1940, although tiengar had been in use from late 1939. The flpioat
Camilla was hauled to the top of the slipway for the opgrieremony, at which many dignitaries were in
attendance, as can be seen from the photogragjuie$ 7 and 8, which was taken from inside theghan
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The facilities adjacent to the B.O.A.d. M A
base were home to R.A.F. nos. 35 and 262
Squadrons. ) - ] 1":“
;\. A J /ﬁ._’!'
(I have added the yellow rectangle ard L AN ~_7
captions to the photograph in figure 6). s e . /
s -.'.?' HASEOUR : i
% = ; s.ﬁ"”“ ) =
-"_\_‘-:':I"'_r;‘ -J » ‘tr
S — s ot
- Figure 5

The photo in figure 7 was published i i
“The Times,” 17 April 1940 edition. ..
Despite its poor quality, it is included fo E-'?‘
its caption and to show that the opening £
ceremony was reported in a nation S,
newspaper. The original press photo r;*"l:‘:‘r' k.
shown in figure 8. I'r'.;’-‘pl- i

Figure 8 A DUR Hﬂ\\ EVENT —A picture taken at the opsning of 1he mew marine gimart o0 Durban whi=h
has been buil ot a cost of £75,000. “The ceremody was performed by Mr, F, C, Slurrock. Minister
for Harboors and Ajewiys.  In the background be the Camilla, one of the lsrge Empire Aving-boats
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Figures 9 and 10 show views of the base at
Congella. In figure 9 the B.O.A.C. base is

seen at the centre top with part of the

R.A.F. base to its left.

In figure 10, the aircraft at the top of the
slipway, directly in front of the hangar, is
the S.33 flying boaCleopatra (G-AFRA)

in wartime livery.

On 6 April 1940, the day after the i e e ———
opening ceremony at Congella, . ey . :
Camilla took off from the base at

which was the first officially
under the name of B.O.A.C. She
arrived at Poole at 15.20 on 1P
April, which was to schedule
despite having been delayed b
“Starboard outer magneto failure
at Alexandria, according to the
April 1940 movement chart.

<

Figure 11

The cover shown in figure 11 was posted at Dynafrétetory on 2 April 1940 and sent 30 miles by trtain
Cape Town from where it was flown by South AfricAimways Coast Service to Durban to connect with
service DN259, operated I6amilla. Having been delivered to Northumberland Avennete 13th, it was
readdressed to Wimbledon and reposted the sameFdagked at the 1/3d. per ¥2 0z. wartime air nzdé.r

The card shown in figure 12 was also flown by thet fB.O.A.C. service no. DN259. It was posted at
Lourenco Marques on 1 April 1940 and was pickedram there byCamilla on the 6th. The service arrived
at Dar es Salaam on the 7th but the card was réstzanped until the following morning. It is fraetkat the
Esc.1.20 air mail rate for post cards. Writingtle May 1940 edition of the “South African Philagl
I.H.C. Godfrey stated that 27 items were carri@infiLourengo Marques to Dar es Salaam by DN259. The
“Passed by Censor” handstamp was applied at D@alkesim.
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Acknowledgements. | am very grateful to the late Dave Morton and et Buchan. Without their help
these events could not have been recorded.

Newspaper carried on Mercury trans-Atlantic flight

The copy shown below of the Daily Herald newspabewn below, which was carried on the Mercury trans
Atlantic flight in July 1938, was offered at a $tag price of £150 on Ebay in June 2020. Thereewer bids.
Having featured other newspapers carried on thghtfin earlier editions of the Gazette, | thougis item
might be of interest to some of our readers.

(Peter Wingent)
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Diamond machine cancels ~ an explanation

By Peter Wi

ngent

Recently, | searched November 1933 editions of “T
Times” in the hope of finding a report relating ttee
London Post Office Exhibition which opened at th
time. | found nothing but because | tyg&bst Office”
in the search box, | found the brief report shovgty
which was published in the 17 November 1933 edition

For many years | have noticed occasionally a diamo
shaped cancel on covers which arrived in the Uril 3
wondered what was its purpose. The report provishes

"© A POST OFFICE CENSUS

ot Many letters  delivered  yesterday bore 2
d'mmnnd—ahagcd imprint, either in black or red,
stamped on the back, A census s being taken of
the lgtters passing through particolar post offices,
and the imorint is ﬁllmpﬂ;‘ on by an gutomatic
machine which cancels the postage stamps and
At the came time counts the lefters, At offices

h without these machines the counting is being
dong by hand. Thec resulting figures will form

L thg basis of some af the Post Office statistlcs and
will also be used in the conslderatipn of the siz=

explanation. Two examples are shown below.

of staffs at the offices.

BY ALR MAIL
PAR. AVION

The report first states that the cancel was
stamped “on the back” of letters and later
states that it “cancels the postage stamps.”
This is clearly a contradiction and in practice
the diamond marks are found in a wide variety
of positions on mail, as these examples show.

Whilst the report was published in 1933, the
covers arrived in the U.K. in 1931 and 1936
so it appears that the Post Office used this
method to gather statistics throughout the
1930s and perhaps before and after.

The cover on the left was posted on 1 July
1931, which was the first day the air mail rate
from KUT to the U.K. was increased from 60

cents to 65 cents per %2 oz.

el TN s

BETH.~
=

Tha Manager,
Messrg. Bumber Lid.,

COVENIEY,

England.
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Imperial Airwaysgold bullion robbery

By Duncan Crewe

Editor: Duncan kindly sent a copy of his extremely unusaeént acquisition shown below, which is a Swiss
licence for an Imperial Airways pilot to carry argwhen his aircraft was transporting gold bullion.

A few days later, attached to another email froom&un, scans of the press photograph of the Ar@Gatyyof
Glasgowarrived with the caption on the reverse reportingpld bullion robbery at Imperial Airways offices

at Croydon Airport. Frustratingly, the photographundated.

Duncan then really came up trumps by discoveriNgikipaedia report of the robbery. It is a greatrgtfor

which many thanks to Duncan.

Slonsieur

pilote de la Compasnie Imperial Airways, est autorise
porter, sur territoire suisse, un révolver charazé en

ffectuant des transports d'or.

e

]

Cette autorisation n'est valatle gue J
on le pilote aura livré son chargemen
donge pas autorisé, pendant son bemps

gur territoire sulsse avec e arme o

SO a1 poment

Berre, le 2% novenhre 1928

—
Zamation g\ OFFICE .LERIEN FTRDERAL
i o " L 4o
3 N\
i __.l'. -q |';
% T f
fﬁ;;;f/ lalable jusgu'd £in 1929

pilot of Imperial Airways, is authorised to cariyyer Swiss territory, a loaded revolver whilst sporting

gold.

This authorisation is valid until the time when thidot has discharged his cargo. The pilot is nieeg

authorization, during his free time, to travel omi&s territory with a loaded firearm.”

The purple typing on the reverse of the photogrsipbwn on the next page is rather difficult to diacelt

reads:
“£20,000 BULLION ROBBERY
AT CROYDON AIRPORT

Gold bullion worth £20,000 was stolen from the sggagoom of
Imperial Airways offices at Croydon Airport duritige night.”
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| Press photo with caption on reverse

Account of the theft on 6 March 1935 taken
from Wikipedia

On the night of 6 March 1935, Franci
Johnson was the sole security guard at
aerodrome, as was usual. Three boxes of g¢
bound for Paris and Belgium, had beel
transferred to the strong room dfperial |
Airways earlier that day. One set of keys to the
strong room was locked in the superintendent's eiraand a second set was in the possession ofaluhds
was asleep until shortly after 4 am, when a Germiesraft arrived. He then left the terminal to neeethe
flight. At that time, the vault was locked.

- Y
P i s o o e v 7 ST M
" % A
g S

By sl O

A few hours later, the strong room was found unémtkand £21,000 (equivalent to £1,200,000, in 2016)
worth of gold bullion, gold sovereigns and AmericBagles, which Machinery and Technical Transport
Limited! had entrusted to Imperial Airways, was discoverele missing.

Three men were arrested and chargédcil Swanland, a 47-year-old artist, who had mesty been
convicted of robbery and forgery, and had alreayesd two jail sentences, Silvio "Shonck" Mazzaa@&8-
year-old bookmaker who was also a member oStlgini gang andohn O'Brien, a man in his 70s.

Graham Brooks, the prosecuting lawyer at CroydoroBgh Police Court, described the robbery as b&sg
dramatic as aikdgar Wallace ovel". He explained

It was a perfectly quiet and peaceful night at @my Aerodrome and everyone thought the gold wdselbc
in the strong room. At seven in the morning a cleakned Ashton went into the strong room. He went to
unlock the iron doors but to his surprise found/tivere unlocked and the room was empty.

The case against Mazzarda and O'Brien collapsedever, after Mason, the taxi driver, changed his
testimony and stated that Mazzarda was not inaie t

Swanland was sentenced to seven years imprisorfordms crime. Mazzarda and O'Brien were acquitted.

There still remain unsolved mysteries surroundimg tobbery, including the identities of some of taang
members, and what happened to the gold. Afterahkary, Swanland's wife, now evicted, moved in v
mother at 28 Dean Street, where the police beligiiedgold had been transported. She applied teleav
money for her husband Wandsworth Prisorand was noted to have a significant sum in the alidwing

the theft.

The robbery came before thiouse of Lordsri 1939, in a case known Béilippson and Others v. Imperial
Airways, Limited in which the victims sought compensation from émal Airways for their loss, in respect
to gold they had consigned for transfer betweendborand Belgium. The case turned on the exact tands

conditions of carriage between the parties, withltbrds ruling in favour of the claimants.
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AW Argosy cockpit sunshield

Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan Crewe recently acquired the two photogragbitsvn below. They are of French origin, probably
taken privately on a Kodak-type camera and featgeArgosyCity of Glasgow(G-EBLF). On the reverse of
one a manuscript note readRefuelling at Assuit 1932.” Duncan was surprised to see that instead of the
usual windscreen at the front of the cockpit, acttire providing overhead protection from the sas Wited.

AW Argosy aircraft were employed on the Cairo toakoum
section of the African route. It must have beetieexely hot in the
open cockpits of these aircraft whilst flying oube desert and so it
is likely that the pilots requested the engineér€airo to fit some
protection from the direct rays of the sun. Thetpeshown on this
page are the only ones Duncan has seen of an Afgtey with a
sunshield and he asks if any reader has photograjphsy other
Argosy fitted with one of these shields?

Duncan searched through a thick file of magazitieles and found the photograph shown below lefpage
290 of the May 1995 edition of “Air Internationallt is the same aircraft.

Below: G-EBLF with the cockpit canapy fitted for aperations en the Cairo
Khartoum route, {Photo, A J Jackson Collection)

Duncan also found the post card - above rightthef i
City of Arundel (G-EBOZ) at Istres in southern

France, presumably on her delivery flight to Africa
A sunshield can be seen clearly in the photo. s

Surprisingly, a normal windscreen has replaced the W
sunshield in the photo shown bottom right of @ity

of Arunde] taken at Khartoum during the first service

to East Africa in March 1931. _ i
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Southbound African service AS160
By Peter Wingent

Service AS_160 is notable for haV|_ng _re_qwred twaraift FLICHT NO. AS 160

to operate it all the way from Brindisi to Johartmg_g Croydon dep. 21 Mar, Hengist

which, so far as | am aware, was the only occaitn | ajex. arr. 24 Mar. Scipio

happened. The most likely reason is that there W®e | Kisumu  arr. 27 Mar. Hadrian & C.Karachi
many passengers for a single aircraft to carrpoalgh it | Br.Hill dep. 30 Mar. Artemis 1 day late
might have been due to a very large amount of liteiq Joburg. arr. 30 Mar. Atalanta & Androm.
Some of you may have my “Africa Movements” bookC.Town  arr. 31 Mar. Amalthea

but for those who do not, the scan on the rightvshiine
only aircraft movements which | was able to recivoin data given in “The Times.” Because it is sar,
the fact that two aircraft operated so much ofsdwvice is hardly apparent.

Following many visits in later years to the Guildhabrary, London, | am able to provide a far matetailed
record of AS160 using returns published in “LloyBaily List.” This is shown below (times are L.9.T.

Croydon dep. 12.50 21 March Hengist

Paris arr. 1453 21 March Hengist

Brindisi dep. - 23 March Scipio & - 23 March  Sylvanus
Athens arr. 14.40 23 March Scipio & 15.25 23 March Sylvanus
Athens dep. 05.10 24 March Scipio & 06.10 24 March Sylvanus
Alexandria arr. 13.25 24 March Scipio

Cairo arr. 16.30 24 March Sylvanus

[Lloyd’s List of 27 March stated;The mail which arrived at Alexandria by the lin&cipio (G-ABFA) on
March 24 was carried by train to Caird.”

Cairo dep. 02.00 25 March Hadrian 04.10 25 March City of Karachi
Khartoum arr. 16.10 25 March Hadrian 16.40 25 March City of Karachi
Khartoum dep. 06.30 26 March Hadrian 08.30 26 March City of Karachi
Juba arr. 16.05 26 March Hadrian 16.35 26 March City of Karachi
Juba dep. 06.00 27 MarchHadrian 06.10 27 March City of Karachi

Kisumu arr. 13.05 27 March Hadrian
Kisumu dep. - 27 March Andromeda
Nairobi arr. 16.30 27 March Andromeda
Nairobi dep. 06.55 28 March Andromeda
Mbeya arr. 17.05 28 March Andromeda
Mbeya dep. - 29 March Andromeda
Salisbury arr. 15.55 29 March Andromeda
Salisbury  dep. 07.20 30 March Andromeda
Jo’burg. arr. 15.10 30 March Andromeda
Jo’burg. dep. - 31 March Amalthea
Cape Town arr. 16.10 31 MarchAmalthea

14.00 27 March City of Karachi

- 27 March Atalanta
16.30 27 March Atalanta
07.35 28 March Atalanta

- 28 March Atalanta
07.30 29 March Atalanta
16.00 29 March Atalanta
07.30 30 March Atalanta
15.20 30 March Atalanta

Ro Qo Ro Ro Ro Qo Ro Ro Ro Ro Ro Ro Ro Ro

These movements are also shown on the Malch
1934 Imperial Airways movement chart. What|a
difference to the knowledge available when | was PR R

writing my book in 1989/1990. Yes, that long ago SFLA N i )

7 LE CAIRE

Roval Hy,. .

ey So

I was reminded of AS160 only when | recentlys
obtained the cover shown right. It was posted [im s
Cairo on 24 March 1934 and was flown to Juba
the service on the 25th and 26th in eithadrian {1l e

or City of Karachi It was then sent by road to g
Faradje and during the journey received an Apa ’

transit datestamp of the 27th on the reverse.
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New terminal building at L ake Bracciano
By Peter Wingent

The Administrative Building ot the pew marine airport at Lake
Bracciane [FRatn: Bruni

A fine photo of the new terminal building is

shown on the front cover. The report below
and the photos to the right were published in
the August 1938 edition of the real “Imperial
Airways Gazette,” and were kindly sent to
me by Duncan Crewe.

The report mentions that the first I.A. aircraf
to arrive after the opening was t@entaurus

at Alexandria

OPENING OF BRACCIANO AIRPORT
On Satueday, o July, Hiz Excellency, Genernl Pellegrini,
the Dhrector-Cieneral of Civil Avistion for Italy, and Donna & =2 .
Bianca Peliegrini, hiz wife, inougurated the new Civil Manne 7 ts o SEEs CRGe =0
Airport ot Lake’ Brocciano swhich is the Civil Marine Airport
of Rorme.

They were assisted at the ceremony by Group Captain Med-
hugst, the British Air Attocheé, Mra, Medburst nnd the Hon,
Dir, Klinger, the Chairmin of Ala Littora.

The Airport building was bellngged and the main entrance
elosed with broad teicolour ribbons in the British and ltalian
natiomal oolours,

Shartly alter 6 o'clock in the smaose perfect wenther eondinicns,
Dropinn Biages Pellegring polled the cord releasing the ribbons
and &0 officially opened the buildings,

An onoiey nE thii= (R R ELTRTH R L |u--|t||l--r--|l. n b |-"|."'|IIII Iyinm
Peonpwct bl Avinwiewn ine Fasielon wins Db e Ciene il Pellvgnmi
benting good wishes from the compnny and s thanks for the
pssistinee he had given in concluding the areangements for
Laildirge the air station,

There were inall alout o hooadted goests, amone whom swere
miembern of the Nrtish r':r|||1n_s.:'.:.r and the alwn Adr ['.-lini:s!l'}.-
as wall as local authorirics,

Aln Littorn wus represented by many of itz officials and
there were ilso present many agents and representatives of the
ITCES,

'Ii'he Torperial Ayingg-host Ceafairae areived, flying o service
just before the ceremaony nnd was thus the frst fving-bont
minking use of the new facilitios.

The Civil Marine Airpore of Brocciann is snother link added
to the chain of marine airports which radinte from burope
across the world and it is one of the regular stopping places of

the company's Fmpire seevices to and from Africa, India, the
Far East and Australia, .
An ided of the magnitude of this undertaking of Brocciano will
be riven by the fact that it hos been necessity b luatld a jﬂit;‘
g fect long 1o serve as a ﬁrnlcml-m for the flying-boats for
refuelling and the discmbackation of passengers,

Donna Blanca  Peliegrini, the wife of His Excellency General

Pellegrini, Director- General of Civil Aviotion for ltaly, performs the

apening eeremeny ot the npew marine oirpore for Rome ot Lake
Braceions.  Left ta right @ Denng Pellegrini, Mrs, Medhurst, wife of
the British Air Attoché, M.E. Ganeral Pellegrini, A, Llwyd Taylor,
Manager Imperial Airways, Mediterranean Area [Fhotet Brun

The photo below is from “The Times,” Monday, 11yJu938 edition. Although poor quality, it providas
alternative view of the new building and the 90t feeg jetty.

The new airport at Lake Bracciano, 18 miles from Rome, which was
inaugurated on Saturday. The airport is used by the Imperial
Airways flying-boats operating on the Empire service.
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Additional questions from Nick Guy

Nick emailed me to ask if | would include in th@jnal two questions which were published in they 2820
edition of the “Airmail News” to which no answerseme forthcoming. | have copied them from Airmail
News to reproduce them below and hope that at tesssteader can come up with answers.

Q-563
Imperial Airways Flight AS24

Imperial Airways Flight AS24 to Tanganyika Short S8 Calcutta “City of Alexandria” on
Imperial Airways Flight AS24 suffered engine trouble which forced it to land at Jinja, Uganda
on 16™ August 1931 and it was unable to continue. The interruption is recorded (310816) in
Sanford’s Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and Predecessor Airlines, which notes,
following Nierinck, “Mail was given to the Jinja Post Office, where it was backstamped
17.8.31, and then forwarded by train.” (The Flight is recorded to have left Khartoum on
schedule; if this had been maintained, it would have transited Uganda to Kisumu, Kenya on
the 14" the delay in Sudan or Uganda before the forced landing is not accounted for in any
of the sources I have consulted). Figure 1 illustrates a cover to Soy, Kenya (apparently the
one used, under previous ownership, to illustrate Sanford’s listing) handled in this way. As
service, which terminated at Mwanza, Tanganyika, mail on the aircraft at the time of the
forced landing would be intended for air carriage to Kenya and Tanganyika only (none of the
sources | have seen states which leg of the flight was involved, or record calls at Butiaba,
North Western Uganda or Port Bell, the Ugandan call on Lake Victoria, but as Jinja lies on

the leg between Port Bell and Kisumu, Kenya, 1 imagine the Ugandan mail had been offloaded
already).

FAR AVION

Figure 1. Front & Reverse
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Figure 2 shows a cover postmarked HOCKLEY 6 AU 31 and backstamped MWANZA 25 AU 31
(these marks are weak, but examination under magnification leaves no doubt of the dates).
It does not have any trace of a Jinja postmark. It clearly entered Tanganyika by air since the
other Tanganyikan backstamps are later than the Mwanza marking. There are several
Hockleys in the UK, but none appear to be so remote that the Post Office should not have
been able to carry the letter to Croydon in time for the departure of Flight AS24 on time on
the morning of 8" ugust, a Saturday. The Mwanza backstamp, however, appears to indicate
that it arrived there on Flight AS25, itself two days late, on 24th August. This discrepancy
had been a mystery that I believed 1 had solved when I found the information in Air Crash
Mail, and I assumed that the cover had somehow miscarried, probably in the UK, and missed
Flight AS24.

Figure 2. [Above and %

right] Front & Reverse

Figure 3. [Below & (s

bottom right] Front & b ;

Reverse g ’
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Having assumed [ had a tidy (if disappointingly commonplace} understanding of my Hockley,
Tacquired the cover in figure 3. Postmarked at Wiistegiersdorf (then in German Silesia; now
Gluszyca, Poland), it was carried on the Breslau-Berlin (now Wroclaw-Berlin) line to Berlin.
The next backstamp applied was “10 AU 31 4.3 P/ RECU PAR AVION ALEXANDRIE" (another
weak mark that [ have confirmed under magnification), followed by “MWANZA 25 AL 31." As
the Berlin backstamp is dated 3.8.31, there was ample time to join Flight AS24 as it made its
way from Genoa to Athens on the g th and 10th, and the Egyptian postmark corresponds to
the Flight's timetabled arrival at Alexandria at 16:30 on the 1oth . (There seems to have been
a regular practice of backstamping some transit mail carried on the Africa Service at Cairo or
Alexandria and at other Intermediate calls on the route. Presumably some mail was carried
open, perhaps not even fully sorted to destination,). Nonetheless, once again there is no
trace of a Jinja postmark and the arrival at Mwanza corresponds to the arrival of Flight
ASz5.

It seems to be stretching coincidence too far to suggest that both covers miscarried
separately before the forced landing (and my UK cover has not been backstamped in Egypt
which seems to indicate it was carried as sealed mail, so it would be in a different bag from
the German item). | now think that the East African Postal Administration handled the mail
for Kenya in the way described by Nierinck and Sanford, but the mail for Tanganyika (the
Tanganyikan Post Office did not Jein Kenya and Uganda in the East African Postal
Administration until 1935} was forwarded to Port Bell or Kisumu without further processing
and held there to be forwarded to Tanganyika by the following flight. Does this amendment
seem to be the explanation for my covers?

Q-564
Kenyan Air Mail in 1925 - an Anomaly

I illustrate a registered letter from Nairobi to Germany dated 17 SE 25 with the manuscript
instruction “By Air Mail" and paid one shilling. This franking does not correspond to a
surface rate - the rate to foreign countries was 30¢ for 102, 15¢ for each additional ounce and
30¢ registration fee -
{Archard: BEA, Bull EASC. T
103, Jan 2013, p 14). L -{)n 1
Although the UK Post Office L
accepted mail for carriage by g‘:,-j"

#F

air to provide a later
dispatch to join the mail = Tuline Birwmid Xey,

steamer for East Africa, Bill i

Colley does not record a Direatar of Pouta & Telagraphs,
reciprocal service from East e !

Africa or any such | INLZRH,
acceleration to Germany in
the Second Edition of The
Alrmails of East Africa, and 7 Bemmany,
he does not record any [

survey flights in 1925. Given ‘ Ji s

this 1 would have been AfChier = riifii, I
inclined to dismiss the cover (Al Bl iy Jelgraphs. |
as a fantasy were it not for .
the sender and addressee. As can be seen, it is endorsed by the Chief Accountant of the East
Africa Postal Administration, sealed with the seal of the Postmaster General's Office,
Mairohi, E.A. & U. (see next page) and is addressed to a German postal afficial. Is it possible
that this represents a trial of acceleration of mail dispatched by sea from Kenya using an
external air mail service? If so, what service might have been used? I would expect the mail
steamer to offload mail for Germany at a Mediterranean port.

Be.Hannover,
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Southbound African service AS127
By Peter Wingent

This is the story of another southbound Africarveer which is more interesting than | thought poely,
due to finding recently the innocuous-looking cosieown below.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Garters (Merchonts), i
B IJ{ e f.r:l.f( :-'.-',—/’-.://i‘(;-'/_
Eﬂfar‘fr}'-‘? : f‘;rfr/ .-?

FLIGHT NO. AS 127

It has a London F.S./Air Mail datestamp of 2 Augusfroydon dep. 2 Aug. Horatius
1933 but the interesting factor is the Capetowivalrr | Athens — arr. 4 Aug.  Satyrus
datestamp of 12 August, timed at 6PM. It was floy ]Ex' iy ?i”g' f’f;g;“s
by service AS127 which, according to my Africap, > ;gp SAEg‘ Hadri:ﬂ
Movements book arrived at Cape Town on 13 Augus ) i

. i isumu arr. 8 Aug.  Hadrian
not the 12th. A scan from my book is shown right. | Mbeya  arr. 9 Aug.  Amalthea

Galis. arr. 10 Aug. Amalthea

“The Times,” my only source of information when Joburg. . arr. 11 Aug. Amalthea

researching my book back in 1989/90, gave only thipburg.  dep. 12 Aug. Atalanta

departure date from Jo’burg. and the CapetownadrriyC-Town arr. 13 Aug. Arethusa 1 day late
date. Using data obtained later from “Lloyd’s Dail fﬁ;”}:;?;;"fﬂ:::’m‘ AS126.4nd ASIZT, Anileuse bransrad
List” | am able to show that the delay to the ssevi -

occurred at Kimberley and that the arrival datd®fAugust at Capetown is confirmed. The “LloydistL
returns for the last section of the service arevshioelow:

Johannesburg arr. 16.05 11 AugAmalthea
Johannesburg dep. 07.05 12 AugAtalanta

Kimberley arr. - 12 Aug. Atalanta
Kimberley dep. - 13 Aug. Arethusa
Capetown arr. 15,55 13 Aug. Arethusa

The Lloyd’s List” returns show that having takeneovhe service at Jo’burgAtalanta broke down at
Kimberley and there was not sufficient time for tleplacement aircrafirethusa to reach Kimberley and
then continue the service to Capetown on the 12th.

However, the backstamp on the cover proves thamiéarrived at Capetown on the 12th. The fligioin
Jo’burg. to Kimberely took approximately 3 hours,estimating an arrival time dtalantaat Kimberley of
circa 10.05 on the 12th, | wondered if the mail i@svarded to Capetown by train. | have a 1936tou
African Railways timetable and this shows that eeapress trains took around 20 hours for the journe
Thus, the conclusion must be that the mail wasrilawd the question then arises, was it by a priciadeter
or, to my mind more likely, by Union Airways? Imose it would depend upon what aircraft were atael
at Kimberley on the morning of the 12th. The imecittwas probably reported in a South African neywspa
and the answer lies there waiting to be discovered.



