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Editorial

By the time you read this | think most of you wikhve heard of the passing of Stan Wheatcroft last.JThis
edition contains an obituary and tributes to Stagreat enthusiast and friend who will be sorelgsad.

Very sadly, our number dwindled further in Octoldth the passing of Richard Beith. Whilst not @midhe
original members of the Study Group, Richard becammaember at a very early stage and was a regular
contributor to the Gazette. He was of course, rg aetive member of the British Air Mail Society; the
British Aerophilatelic Federation as it was namedkin the last century. Richard was for many yestitor

of the BAeF “Bulletin” but he will probably be mdgtremembered for his scholarly books on LATI, Sisbt

air services, Czech wartime air mail and for himynaublished articles. An obituary was includecthe
November edition of the “Air Mail News.”

To turn to this edition of the Gazette, yet agaicointains a wide variety of topics, thanks toefferts of our
small group of regular contributors. Speakingrofi groups, our membership is now just eighteeri gou
know any Imperial Airways collectors who are notmteers, please encourage them to join us.

In the past | have often wondered why there hadaeh any feedback to the excellent articles pluddisn

the Gazette. So | was delighted to receive an lefran Bob Clark correcting an error | made in my
description of a cover from Nyasaland to New Zedjaatso from Bob, an article providing more infotioa

on Cyprus first flights, inspired by an earlierield on the subject and Duncan Crewe sent two more
Hannaney covers after Nick Arrow illustrated onenfrBasra to Cairo. Three responses in one edjiease
keep them coming!

Also | have received a question from Bill Legg (@ge 27) and | hope someone will send me an answer
which | can include in the next edition. Other sfiens have been asked by writers which are cogdain
within the body of their articles. Once again,vaes will be gratefully received.

| feel | should apologise for the overly large ambof Italian East Africa covers featured in thiditen,
particularly as it is not a popular area of interetn my defense, they were all carried at sonagestby
Imperial Airways. As | think | have said beforeadld material to the magazine as it reaches meaatth
slowly builds up to when | copy it to disc. | like have at least 30 pages in each edition and bgb@c| had
only twenty. Having written one article on the sdij(pages 16 to 18) | wrote the second to fika fmore
pages (22 to 26) and then Nick sent his piece abisuErench find, Bill asked his question and adsot
details of a new flying boat book and low and bdhale have thirty pages!

You will have seen by now that this time the disntains only Word and PDF versions of the magaZihés
is because | have not received any large ‘extras’'ob course they will be welcome for inclusionfirure
issues.

Finally, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas anduccessful year of collecting in 2020.

* * % *  \ery important ~ please note thefollowing: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you tihat $subscription for 2020 is due. The rates afelksvs:

For a disc version£5 for UK residents£8 for residents outside UK. (Cheques payablae please)
For a paper versiof10for UK residents£14for residents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggmgil address shown opposite.)

Please note that if | do not receive your subscrigin, | shall assume that you have decided you
no longer wish to receive the Gazette
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Obituary ~ Stan Wheatcroft (1933 ~ 2019)

It is with great sadness that we record the pass#ii@an Wheatcroft in June of this year. His viifary told

me that his passing was peaceful with all his farailound him. Stan was the founder of our grobp, t
Imperial Airways Gazette being his brainchild. ldeoduced the first edition in September 1993 and
continued to develop it over the next ten years.

| joined the British Aerophilatelic Federation i885 and | asked if there were any other membeesdsted

in African air mails. | was given Stan’s contaetalls and was immediately invited to visit himNteasham.
From that point on we exchanged many letters amcheltalls over the years. The calls often lastezhg
time and | remember on a number of occasions hdiktended because Stan’s wife Mary was waiting to
make her daily call to her sister!

Of course, | was not the only one to enjoy longvewsations with Stan because he helped and enamlirag
many collectors over the years and enjoyed hisappntith them. There were seven original membéthe
Gazette group. Apart from Stan and myself, the rsttveere Joan Widdowson, Duncan Crewe, Norman
Clowes, Bryan Stokoe and Robert Preston. Stanthakub around which we all revolved and we meheac
other through him: at first by corresponding buefahrough meetings at Stan’s house in Meashaar. aF
period in the 1990s, by which time the membershigh grown, Stan held annual meetings which werg &jo
attend. The first was on 27 July 1996 and a ptaken in his wonderful garden is shown below.

Front row: Stan Wheatcroft, Peter Wingent, DavichiKay.
Back row: Richard Beith, Peter Ball, Laurence KiomptBryan Stokoe, Duncan Crewe, Harry Fox,
Jeffrey Brown, Larry Chamberlain, Mike Stephensd¢orman Clowes.

Stan had served his national service in the R.Beffween 1957 and 1959 and was then employed by Roll
Royce as an aeronautical engineer. Despite hiwlklge and enthusiasm for aircraft, he did not hegi
take an interest in aerophilately until he retig@l decided to investigate seriously the contehignzle
Will's legendry trunk.

For those readers who are not aware of the stdan’SUncle Will lived in Ibstock, Leicestershirand
during the 1930s was a collector and dealer ofrrail covers and corresponded with the famous South
African collector L.A. Wyndham. | am sure all oby will have some covers in your collection addees®

Mr. W. Wheatcroft at 133 Melbourne Road, Ibstotkm not sure when Uncle Will died but he left egia
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accumulation of covers in a wooden trunk, fortulyatvered in hessian cloth and waterproofed by the
application of a thick black paint. | say fortuelgt because Stan told the story of the trunk ragidh a
relative’s draper shop during the war which suffidnbemb damage, leaving the trunk exposed to theeazits!
The contents survived unharmed and from this ftmtigi start Stan developed a superb collection pehmal
Airways material and with it an expert knowledgetioé subject which he was always willing to sharthw
others. Indeed, it is the main reason he estadisiur study group and for many years was the BAMS
Midland Group Regional Oragniser. Stan gave a ffasitig account of his uncle’s air mail activitiesdn
article entitled, “Uncle Will and His Air Mail Frieds” which spanned the June and December 2004sisdue
the Gazette and also appeared in the May 200®edifi“Air Mail News.”

Stan enjoyed writing about air mails and apart frumerous contributions to the Gazette, he selfighudxd
four major works. The first, in 1997, was “The &abook of an Imperial Airways Pilot: George | Thamg
then in 2004, came “The Mungavin Archive,” whiclkrsimed from Stan’s acquisition of a number of covers
to and from Alex Mungavin and his family whilst lserved in India and the Middle East during thet firs
decades of the twentieth century. Stan’s thoraegkarch unearthed some important covers carrieghidy
flights through India and at the same time, thekbpmvides a very detailed and interesting accaidirihe
Mungavin family life in the colonial period: aerdfately and social philately combined.

Stan also produced, in 2011, a substantial volumidlexd, “80 Years of Air Mails with William E. Whatcroft
and his friends L.A. and Charles Wyndham, Gertr@dlins and Dixon Rand” which recounts some
interesting stories about the activities of thesdl-known collectors some of whose covers now eesidall
our collections.

At some time during the 1990s Stan acquired a \amye accumulation of press cuttings relating to ai
services. In his usual generous fashion he paimgfigkmounted them on 271 sheets and produced bound
copies, entitled “Air Mail News, 1927 ~ 1934,” agadve them to his friends.

Stan liked to always have a project on the go sotdpm writing about air mails, he also produteklets

of letters written between 1884 and 1939 by membénrsis family who had emigrated to New Zealand,
another of recipes written between 1900 and 191®asy Liggins, an aunt, and an account of his metio
service in the R.A.F., an experience which Stanysg.

Stan was first and foremost a family man and Irofteought what a perfect situation he and Mary imad
Measham with their three children and their famsillving close by. He was a kind and generous man,
always eager to help and interested in otherandny ways Stan made major contributions to our obb
was a really good friend and he will be much missed

Peter Wingent

Memories of Stan from Terry Hare-Walker

| first met Stan when he came to Solihull P.S.de a display of Imperial Airways given by Lauretdmpton in
2001. We got to talking about air mails and heted/ime to Measham to show him my collection of dnddur
friendship developed and | made regular trips &t Viim every eight to ten weeks, in addition tguiar phone
calls. These visits were made up of discussingigsi@bout flights and how we could find the answers

We also shared an interest in gardening and walkawhd his garden discussing plants. Mary alwakedba cake
for my visit and insisted that | have two or thigelpings and this was much appreciated. He encedragd
persuaded me to collect South African airmails Wwhibave enjoyed doing.

Stan also had a good sense of humour. On one hMistiad bought a new printer and camera and detidgitbw
off this new technology. He waited for my arrivalhés gate and took a photograph of me walkinghgpdrive. By
the time he answered the door, he had printeddithaol the photograph in his hand.

| last saw Stan in the middle of May which was ¢hveeeks after his 88th birthday. | was due to hseen him
about four weeks prior to that but he had been Uiramel postponed the visit. | had noticed that eglth was
getting worse. | will miss Stan because he has heary good friend and | have enjoyed his comphanyhe will
not be forgotten.
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Memories of Stan from Bryan Stokoe

During 1983 when | was living in Loughborough, Idha telephone call from Stan who had found Alex
Newall's name and Alex in his dubious wisdom sugggthat he called me and had a chat about airmalil
collecting.

After a brief chat it was agreed that he came awel we got down to serious airmails. It was thet stha
long and wonderful friendship. We were never outoftact and we chatted most weeks, in fact my wife
Eileen kept me on my toes with "about time you r&tan" usually on a Friday evening right up toehd. So
from that first telephone call we were never outoaich.

Stan developed the I.A. Gazzette and the annuadimgsen Measham and we must not forget the wotkipu
by Mary with the meals and refreshments. He wasuscessful that he outgrew his house and gardethand
meetings went over to Syston, Leicester, where agklairger accommodation and could feed the mahkagés t
came. Stan used to bring the display boards anaharg the meetings and Eileen took over from Mary t
provide the meals. We had interesting speakefseaetmeeting both in-house and invited guests asi¢tlex
Newall, Brian Asquith and Ken Sanford. However &sithe in-house speakers who were the most integest
| already miss Stan greatly.

A correction!

Editor: in the June 2019 issue (pp. 9-11) | dessdlithe journey of a cover from Nyasaland to Newateh

in which | stated that it was carried from SydneyAuckland by the motor vesd#danganellal am very
grateful to our member Bob Clark for pointing ohat the cover was in fact carried by tHalingo. Bob’s
experience in interpreting the shipping informatipablished in the contemporary Australian and New
Zealand newspapers is far greater than mine andkihesvledge of New Zealand air mails is second teenb
will quote in full below Bob’s emailed explanatiohmy error:

“I found your article on the cover from Nyasalaond\ew Zealand very interesting. However you say tina
Wanganelldeft Sydney on 21 January 1935 and arrived in Aargk on 29 January. TWYanganellawvas one

of the relatively fast regular trans Tasman steanaerd typically took 4 rather than 8 days for tre:ng-
Tasman crossing. | have checked the contemporasyrdlian and New Zealand papers andWsnganella
did indeed leave Sydney on 21 January, but shebeasad for Melbourne. She returned to Sydney from
Melbourne on the 25 January and left for Aucklaatéd that day arriving there, as you say, on 29dian

According to the New Zealand Herald, on 29 Januaey London mail of 5 January (IE 303) reached 8ydn
on 19 January and was sent on iKadingo on 21 January arriving in Auckland on 28 Januahe Kalingo

was a much slower cargo vessel and did not usgallgy trans Tasman mail. It was sunk by a Japanese
submarine in 1943.”

The 2,047 gross tonS.S. Kalingo
(left) was built in Glasgow in 1927
and purchased by the Union
Steamship Co. of New Zealand in
1930. She was sunk by a torpedo
fired from a Japanese submarine on
18 January 1943.
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The Cyprus Flight of 24th April 1932
By Robert Clark

Introduction

A recent article described the first air mail flighin which Cyprus had been added to the Imperieddys
UK — India route (Ref. 1). It used contemporary @ygpnewspapers to explain why the return flight waky
late in arriving in Limassol.

The newspapers also described how the Limassahigmudiace was in the sea in the bay of Limassadt‘jn
front of the town’s quay” which settles the debatewhether or not the landing place was the Akt&#it
Lake.

The first flight to India to include Cyprus (IE 16ft Croydon on 16th April 1932 and was flown the
Scipio class flying boaSylvanusfrom Brindisi to Athens on 18th April and from Aghs to Tiberias via
Rhodes and Limassol on 19th April. At Tiberias, thail was transferred to the HP #rsa which flew
from Tiberias to Karachi on 20th — 22nd April (R2¥.

The Delayed Flight
The first flight from India to include Cyprus (IW5Q) left Karachi on the HP4Radrian on 20th April and
was due to arrive in Tiberias on the evening ofi&yi22nd April and be flown Tiberias — Limassol hodes
— Athens on the flying boaylvanuson Saturday 23rd April. However, it did not arrie Limassol until
Sunday 24th April.

Contemporary Cyprus newspapers reported that #sonefor the delay was thidadrian was delayed for 23
hours by high winds in Basra and so did not leaeedt until Saturday 23rd April arriving in Tiberikeder that
day. It was therefore not flown Tiberias — Limass®hodes — Athens until Sunday 24th April.

The article (Ref 1) quotes the ‘Alithia’ newspamer 29th April 1932 as stating: “This time the flgitoat

carried no mail on board.” That cannot be correctttee flying boat was carrying the regular Karaehi
Croydon air mail. A possible interpretation is whieas meant was “no mail for Cyprus,” but even tisat
shown to be incorrect by the air mail cover in Fegd which is postmarked in Jaffa on 21st Aprils lza
Tiberias transit mark on 22nd April, and is addeglst Limassol. (It is interesting that severatha Cyprus

papers described the flight as coming from Jafflaerathan Tiberias.)

f .n_ \\\l

A. K. Taliadoros Esq.

Al 24 ¢ R tante
After 2 days blease return P-0-k ',—I- Poste Restan
to:- George C.Taliadoros P =
g P, 0. B. 240 L{_‘?X:I.',- 1] M{{,h {
LIMASSOL (GYPRUS) ,:7,}4'& P

Figure 1: Flown Tiberias — Limassol on 24th April.
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The ‘Alithia’ on 29th April also reported that eigimail bags (10,000 letters) were taken on boaedflhng
boat at Limassol. It is not clear whether or nett thvas in addition to the mail already on board,ibis clear
that a significant amount of air mail was sent frGyprus on this flight. Examples are: the coveRtwdes,
postmarked in Limassol on 23rd April in Figure 12¢ registered cover to Athens, postmarked on 22mil A

in Figure 3 and the cover to Wales, postmarked2md 2 pril in Figure 4.

@/ﬂw- R Lo de.

i s

Figure 2: Flown Limassol — Rhodes on 24th April.
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Figure 3: Flown Limassol — Athens on 24th April.
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Figure 4: Flown Limassol — UK on 24th — 27th April.

References:

1. Haris Chrysostomou H., ‘The first air mail flighbetween England and Cyprus, April 193perial
Airways Gazettelssue 55, pp. 4-8, June, 2019.

2. Wingent P., ‘Aircraft Movements on Imperial Wiays' Eastern Route, Vol 1, 1927 — 1937,” Winchreste
1999.

Two interesting covers
By Nicholas Arrow

The Spink sale of the Neville Polakow collectionswanfortunately targeted by the ungodly, who hadked

internet bidding service, apparently in pursuitaiilly undeserved ransom. Suffice to say, thetian was
abandoned in the evening of the advertised day, ratlier to everyone’s surprise, it was resumedhen
following day. Fortunately, | learnt about thi®cause | was particularly interested in biddind, decause
of the chaos, | had arranged to have Spink bidgrferfor some lots including #2148. It went for mdinan |

felt it was worth to me, but | did ask the Spinkpee to stay on the line because | thought #215ghtrbe

interesting.

Lot 2150 was described as “Later flights incomiregtion (6) with mail from Germany to Wilhelmstal,
etc.....” The estimate was £150-200. | was isteekin the item from Germany, as | hoped thatwlaald
be an item of commercial mail, a subject which Ifarding more and more interesting. The lot wésred
at reserve of £75, and | acquired it - 6 covergagiag £12.50 hammer price each, all to SWA, paldity
from various somewhat exotic countries, was a rzoRker.

When it arrived, | discovered (rather as | had apaited) most of the pieces were items from variinss
flights of new services, but two were not, or atsleso | thought.

The German cover is shown in figure IL.was clearly taken by train to Vienna, flown tadh&ns and
transferred to flight AS287, and on checking Pstésting, | immediately noted that there had baatelay in
Athens. Even more exciting was that the airchafi crashed on taking off at Kisumu. The plang/{A
15Atalanta’) had taken off down a flarepath at Kisumu at 4&mhed to gain enough height, and struck a tree
with its port wing, effectively tearing it off th@lane, which came to rest roughly 2-300 yards &rrtin when

it ran into some bush. The pilot and flight ergin were ejected through the front of the planéesng
comparatively minor injuries, everyone else beingurt. The immediate physical problem was thabne
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had bothered to tell the starboard engines thagshwere not quite as they should have been, ayivtbre
still roaring away, set at maximum power for takeofExiting the plane, apparently through the vwond,
must have been a frightening and noisy experience.

Herrn

W Redecker

Farm Wastfalenh

Fos t Wilhelms+tail

Stid-WVest-ATTrika

. 8 —

Figure 1

| was very intrigued by this, and looked up my dwook, as | could not recall this crash, but it vilzere all
right, but, bliss upon bliss, the entry was ini@sl which meant “No South African mail recordedThere is
now! [Ref. 1] Which makes the hammer price of B0Zan even better bargain!

It simply remains to record that the delay of 2glayAthens was caused by bad weather.

The other cover, the front and reverse shown uréig 2a and 2b, provided some problems less ease.

AR MAIL SERVICE BY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
INDIANTRANS-CONTINENTAL |
AIRWAYS BETWEEN LONDON

|

OPENING OF THE REGULAR C‘;—D y"}lf,tifx ;ﬁr M" Ltfi/-'w

AND SINGAPORE -

Figure 2a
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The envelope was one issued by Imperial Airwayg 1o
commemorate mail carried on the inaugural flights|o - ! &
the extension of their service east, from Rangaor t.» !
Singapore, the return flight of which was left\= | o -
Singapore on the 31st December 1933. My cover Was -y %
posted in Bandon, Siam, on the 5th January 1934, |an
so clearly missed the flight - never mind, interest
enough - and was taken to Bangkok, | suspect,| by
surface mail, arriving on the 6th January. Thé/ op
other mark is a Windhoek arrival mark of the 9th
February1934, over a month later. Why on earth hz:rl':i ure 2b
it taken so long to arrive? 9

Peter pointed me in the right direction - floodBetween January and March 1934, communications wit
South West Africa were completely washed out. ,Yssthey were, but the SWA Feeder Service from
Kimberley still functioned, so what had gone wraifcting my cover.

The only solution that | can come up with (and luwdwelcome any other suggestions) is that, almost
certainly through inexperience, and a lack of kremlgle as to the precise geography of South Westd\ftthe
postal clerk in Bangkok did not know where Windhae&s, and so, knowing that Cape Town was in the
South West part of South Africa and possibly nobwimg where Windhoek was, may have assumed,
wrongly, that mail for Windhoek should be routedotigh Cape Town, and bagged the letter appropyiatel
Consequently, the item missed the feeder servideeaded up in Cape Town.

Which of course presented the Cape Town postatiafi with a substantial headache, because theydad
means at all of sending it on to South West Afridhe roads were impassable, the railway lines biesth
washed out and, for some extraordinary reason, mal} from North of Kimberley could be accepted foe
Feeder Service [Ref. 2].

This particular problem was solved when Gordon &stafrAero Services (Pty) Ltd of Cape Town, who was
carrying out some survey work in South West Africame to an arrangement that, if there was anyadlai
space on his plane during any of his trips to SWAwould take some mail bags with him. And salige
and | believe that my cover must have benefitenhftiois arrangement.

The only thing that slightly concerns me (and wHiclannot account for) is that the Windhoek arriverk is
a normal Post Office mark, and not the thimbleaigestmark of Windhoek airport as would be expected

So, armed with this knowledge, | sat down to wuapethe cover. | have a reference number for gage in
my collection, and on checking my book for the ampiate reference, | stumbled upon yet anotheidlyota
marvellous fact. Siamese mail was not acceptethifirstreturn flight of Imperial Airways service from
Singapore, but the secandBoth Stern and Burrell make this claim, althiodlgey disagree as to the precise
method. Stern refers to a “First Flight from BandThailand)”, which Peter has explained is wrdsee
I.A. Gazette Issue 55), whereas Burrell claims,tbatthe second flight leaving on the 5th Janu&$41
“letters from Thailand were sent to Singapore fapanecting flight with the IA and regular” serviteSouth
Africa. | think my cover proves them both wromgthat the IA service stopped at Bangkok, wheesdbwver
was waiting to be collected.

So the use of the special cover is not so ridicsjlon someone trying to use up a spare coversonple case
of missing the boat (or rather the plane)! Ital$irst acceptance cover, and | suspect, addrass&duth
West Africa, a fairly rare one at that - certainlgrth the second lot of £12.50 in the hammer price!

References:

[1] “South African mail” so far as my book is caroed is mail carried from, to or throu§louth Africa.

[2] Mail from (or to) Cape Town was not acceptedthe feeder service until September 1935.

[3] The other covers in the lot have all found tiselaes a place in my collection and | am reallwllye
chuffed!
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The Schlesinger Air Race ~ Scott & Guthrie covers
Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker

Terry has sent some very interesting items conegroovers carried by Scott and Guthrie of whictofgial
covers were prepared and carried. They were thmess of the race and on arrival at Johannesburg th
covers were handed over to an unknown person fetingpand were never seen again! The only coverts t
are recorded carried by them are three that tleésdilad in their pockets and autographed.

Terry has sent what must be a unigue item, shovfigume 1, which is a design sketch for a Scott étl@ie
cover together with a letter dated 9 November 1886 E.V. Dolby of Imperial Airways to “Uncle Will”
Wheatcroft (figure 2) and another to Uncle Willrfrd-rancis J. Field, dated 11 November 1936 (fi®)re

Schle singer.
Portsmouth — Johdnnesburg Air Race
September 1936 .

Partiod by Mr. Ohmloa Wels Soob@ Snd
e G4l o Butba§
I} (A e TOH AL

BY AIR MAIL

R - - - - |

i B0 a

Charles Scott and Glles Guthrie.

Figure 1 i
No. &, Percival Vvega Gull, G-AEKE.

Official™ mail cf 25 covers recorded ds lost and only

: 3 3 L]
a few private covers egxist, Above is the “‘proof cover.
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To encourage aviation Mr. I.W. Schlesinger put lup $sum of £10,000 as prize money for an aeroplace r
from England to Johannesburg. The race was splintgptwo sections, speed and handicap to be flown
concurrently. There was a £4,000 prize for the astitqyr who completed the course in the shortest timd
another £6,000 was divided into four prizes for ki@mdicap section. The contest was restricted tsBr
pilots and aircraft.

Of the original fourteen entries, only nine airttaik part in the race on the starting day. Onthefentrants,
Captain Tom Campbell Black, was killed ten daysobefthe race when his plane crashed on take-off at
Liverpool Airport.

Of the nine entrants, only one aeroplane complétedace, the other eight having to drop out duentine
faults or crashing on route. One of the crasheseaardatal for Max Finley and one of the passengetso
were both killed when their machine crashed inteea on take-off at Abercorn. The unawarded £6iG0e
prize money was generously donated by Mr. Schlesitggtheir dependants.

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LTD.

TELEGRARMS:  |FAFE LI, TELEM, LOMNDORN. AIBRWAY TERMINU tl
TELEPRIFNE! WVICTGRIA J200.

WICTORIA STATION,
LONDON, S.W. 1.

8th November, 1858.

Desnr Mr. Wheateroft,

I apologise for my tardiness in
replying to your very kind letter of the Jrd
Hovenber, congerning the Johannesburg Air Hace.

I am afraid this "cover' business
has t> takes s very back seat in our work these
days a8 the day is hardly leong enough to cope
with our legitimate business.

Actuplly I am not interested
personally in any covers that are not authentic
Ppat Office maile, but on this partioular
ocoasion I was especially asked to obtain i1
posgible a cover for a friend, and the cheapest
way to do B0 seemed to be to send one myself !
Actuslly I aent more than one for safety btut not
a aingle cover carried by Scott was returmed,
confirming my complete leck of enthusiasm for
stunt flights. '

It is very good of you to ofTer to
gend me a Smith or Rose gover, but in the circum-
stances I do not feel that I can with any
Justification take one from you.

Thanking you for your kindness in

writing,
I am,
Youra truly,
/ff- Dettsy
.l'l‘f’. —

W.E. Wheatcroft, Esg., _'__'_,-o-"-'-'-'_'_'_
133, Melbourne Hoad, T
Thatock,
Leipcester.

Figure 2. From this letter it is clear that Dollyad no enthusiasm for “stunt flights.”
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Like Uncle Will, Francis Field was keen fq A
obtain some Scott and Guthrie covers and higmess. - Stiam outeeon menras
letter confirms their disappearance.

SUTTON COLOFIELD.

FRANCIS J. FIELD,
C.W.A. Scott and Giles Guthrie flew the race *™ ™*'- ==nsuLTANT

. . . LICEMEED WALUER ENGLAND,
in a Percival Vega Gull which was one of the s 11th November, ,.b.
slower aircraft and thus they were well down EXPERTIGER

the list of expected race winners.
Contemporary newspaper articles paid gnly
scant attention to their efforts. For much|of

the way they were well behind their rivals ut

they made steady progress and, as stated #. Wheatcroft, Esqg.

earlier, were the only ones to finish the race.

MNr. BIRMINGHAM

Dear 5ir,

1 am wondering whether you yet have
any news regarding England = Johannesburg
Air Race covers. It seems that at least
one important batch wae misappropriated
after the pillot'e arrival, when the pilot
had handed it over to a local person to be
reposted. Any newa or offers that may
come your way will be greatly appreciated.

Youra faithfully,

vy

Two more Hannaney covers
By Duncan Crewe

In the last issue (No. 55, June 2019, P.22) Nidlowrshowed a cover from Basra to Durban, dateduly J
1934, addressed to Mr. J. Hannaney. Nick asked wha the significance of the flight? Duncan hests
examples of two other Hannaney covers (figures2) &nd has offered the following explanation:

“Attached are two
more examples  of
Hannaney covers (Nick
Arrow query in
Gazette). | seem tog
remember also having
seen attempts by him tq
dispatch mail to
Australia by the 1931
experimental flights but
| do not have these. |
have always regarded
him as a George King/
Captain  Smye type
figure and there is P

usually some philatelic —

significance behind his Figure 1
creations, even if it was
only a first dispatch from a particular office. Peps it was the first time Iraq had bagged up rtfaibugh to
South Africa rather than to say Alexandria as tlffice of exchange. Just a thought. | suspect tlohets on
both my cover and Nick's are his own productions.”

d .Fannaney E=q.,
e/o Post Master,

JASK

g E it
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Imperial Airways: the Eastern connection
First acceptance of mail from Iraq for carriage beyond Karachi November 1932

Cover Baghdad to Delhi carried on service IE 191
This service, which departed Croydon on 19 November, was operating four days late when it
reached Baghdad on 27 November. It arrived in Karachi on 28 November on board Hadrian.
Here the mail was transferred to the Delhi Flying Club service and flown through to Delhi.
Iraq dispatched only four items to Delhi by this flight. Previously mail from Baghdad had only
been flown as far as Karachi and forwarded from there by surface.

FIRST FLIGHT AIR MAIL
RAQ TO INDIA

-

BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

L -
A f e

A Kty ./

Sl R

3 ¢+ Hannaney Esa.,
a/0, PagiNiaster,
T I
DB LT
- .
. ~

P Tl T
7 N d, TEmhansy,
% ' Tnate Restanto

HAasghirad , Tain .

Figure 2
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l.A. first flight covers to unusual destinations
Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker

Terry has sent scans of three Wyndham covers dawrighe first I.A. service from Cape Town to thkesy

unusual Eastern European destinations. It isypoetttain that after arrival at Athens those to tBarest and
Istanbul (figs. 2 & 3) were sent by train to thiiral destinations. The cover to Moscow (fig. 1)saauted
via Paris and was probably flown from there to Beblut the February 1932 edition of “L’Indicateundale”

states that the Deruluft Berlin — Moscow air seaweas suspended during the winter and thus it imas

been sent by train from Berlin. There were foairtrservices per week from Berlin to Moscow takivegrly

36 hours for the journey.

Figure 1. Cape Town to Moscow
with Paris transit datestamp of 16
Feb. and Moscow arrival
datestamp of 19 Feb.
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- T———— =
| 3% CAFETOWN |
TR J KAAPSTAD !
‘B4 gace i
N s i ki
_ :'_‘:
gl o 11
‘“l{ C. Wyndhaum,
C/0 Coak's & Wagons-Lits,
i . Piata Regele Carol 1 er,
B é BUJHAREST,
- Remania.
ﬂr'
B
Figure 2.
- e :
"SR5
E _—
8 = '!
- |
. - = !
38 s Dy
Mr. C. Wy ndliam ,
C/0 Cook's & Wagons-Lits,
247, Boulevard de
l'Independence,
ISTANRUL,
;u_ Turkey.
E——-—i
Figure 3. .




December 2019 (Issue 56) ImperiaivAys Gazette

Covers from Italian East Africa flown by Imperial A irways
By Peter Wingent

In the December 2018 Gazette (Issue 54, pp. 9-d2¥dribed some test letters sent by Imperial Aisnaver
the Ala Littoria service in Italian East Africa.ust to recap, ALSA commenced a service from Asnbara
Khartoum on 30 July 1935 and until December 193pdral Airways carried the mail between Khartoum
and Italy because ALSA did not have aircraft of@etsuitable to operate over the entire route.

All the covers | illustrated in the previous amtichere test letters or philatelic items and | bemedlathe fact
that | had not seen any non-philatelic ones. W m@nspires that | had not been trying hard endogind
them, or perhaps | had been looking in the wroagedl Since last year | have now found five iteafisyhich
I will illustrate four. At first glance they do htook like typical covers flown by I.A.

The October 1935 “Bradshaw’s International Air Glidncludes the ALSA Khartoum — Asmara timetable
(fig. 1).

B KHARTOUM—CASSALA—ASMARA
¥ _A. L. 5. A oo
Miles | Alrports ef g Th = Airports of T
KHARTOUM ..dep, 7 30 | Th Thursday | ASMARA ... ..dep 6 0 | T Tucsday
CASSALA ... ... arr Morn. | and Sunday CASSALA ... ...dep| Mern. | and Saturday
ASMARA ... ... arr, Maorn. KHARTOUM ... arr, Morn.
Figure 1

When this timetable is viewed combined with the. I&§rica service timetable (below) it is clear thhae
ALSA service was scheduled to make the fastestiessonnections with . A.:

Tues. & Fri. 04.08 arr. Brindisi station dep. 2.2 Fri. & Tues.
Tues. & Fri. 06.00 dep. Brindisi airport arr.  even Fri. & Tues.
Tues. & Fri. even. arr. Alexandria dep. 06.00ri. F & Tues.
Wed. & Sat. 04.45 dep Alexandria arr. even. ursh & Mon.
Luxor dep. 07.15 Thurs. & Mon.
Luxor arr. even. Wed. & Sun.
Wed. & Sat. even. arr. Khartoum dep. 0545 Wed Sun.
Thurs. & Sun. 07.30 dep Khartoum arr.  morn.ue§. & Sat.
Thurs. & Sun. morn. arr. Asmara dep. 06.00uesl & Sat.

The cover shown in fig. 2 was posted on 25 Aug@&blat Military P.O. 70, based at Adi Quala (sext ne
page), from where it was sent 57 miles by roaddm#ra. It was flown from there to Khartoum by ALSA
Tuesday, 27 August and from there by IA service BRN2vhich departed Wed. 28 Aug. and arrived Brindis
- on Saturday, 31 August:
r_ W 1 [ = T one day late due to Short
7 o faa  asale J pu 'f"n\ ; g. . . | Kent Scipio flying boat
[or e — i By | gl having engine trouble at
Bt Mirabella. From Brindisi
= )| the cover was sent by
Ny Lo /| train to Bologna and
o from there to Monzuno
by road. The 1.25L.
= postage = 0.50L. first 15
' gr. ordinary rate, plus

Pzt u/;d; ) i / @_W_ —~ 0.75L. per 5 gr. air fee.

-

ol
S ,,;{.?'ilf"'xt.’ Bl

Figure 2
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Military Post Office No. 70 was[T gypan -
attached to ‘Divisione Gavinana,’ the, _,ﬁ,__,..-:':..
19th Mountain Infantry Division. It ) e ,

was sent to Eritrea on 28 March 1935 f el Al g

and was stationed at Adi Qual 1 55 ok abeta e i
(ringed in red on map in figure 3 ¥ ..f,._’.‘ ITREA i G
unti 3 October 1935 when Italy oR " e

began the invasion of Ethiopia.

e

Al Liftoria 5 Hetwr®

SAMVICE — : o
= N Ry . B toged L 4y a .
E . i I?'_?" ginah L gmahi

Wi

e [T L o
« e . il - ingnayl
The Divisione took part in man N i L Red 5
i ; " Tasoeoy e : Do .;U:*'mhalr L 0 vd Sea
battles during the war, which end | - T e mens il :

TN Tuka ) Amzn & i Kayh heraat

when Addis Ababa, the capital

Falsia

. . z .II|l g s F’?‘I ST how ‘“"'5“'.. e 'Ll:\ 4
Ethiopia, was conquered and the .. . .ef.jé.:_?\f"_,f.- *:;_ “;_\,w z g },mum T
it f 4 3 2 ipiah — ‘\:-
country annexed to Italy on 7 May ',...*;; g e i g Ml L
1936. o e S S Wy
L! T 5 o
i i -} \
The Divisione was demobized andf.-"r A e g u..gf"‘“ Ty, -
reduced to a brigade in July 1936. | : Ei 3" gk i e Ty '““-.R
5 / \gure Qnm' ETHIOPIA -.1

Another cover from the same correspondence is shiovig. 4. Posted on Monday, 30 September 1935 at
Military P.O. 70, just three days before the ineasof Ethiopia began, and again sent by road frainQuala

to Asmara from where it was flown to Khartoum bg thLSA service on Tuesday, 1 October. It was flown
by ILA. service AN277 which departed Khartoum 05ds6Wed., 2 Oct. and arrived Brindisi 15.10 on4kie
Then sent by the night
train  which departed
Brindisi 20.23 on the 4th
and arrived at Bologna
08.28 next morning. The
2L. postage = 0.50L. first
15 gr. ordinary rate + 2 x
0.75L per 5 gr. air fee.

Figure 4

ALSA had three Fokker F.Vila-3m
aircraft in Eritrea in July 1935 when the
service commenced. They were I-AFRQ;
[-UADI and I-UGRI. A fourth, I-ADUA,
shown in fig. 5, was added in either lat
October or early November 1935.

During October and November 1935 fiv¢
Caproni Ca.308 Borea and one Capro
C.133 aircraft were added to the fleet. |

into the Caproni Ca.308 I-SPRA whic

had arrived there in October 1935. Figure 5 e —
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Figure 6 |
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},QF a ﬁ;nmuau' el
< CERITREA

OHIT AAHE ol
e
"'if:- _\..IJ_!‘ c LI:_-'! H'i'-'-‘."'- A
1 : —T_- L P
§OLg LA L R = f b i o =
o i
1d e ) el
o - )
= o o] lll_ i
I, 1 el N

= = . o= -—nﬁ'
— Figure 7

The cover shown in fig. 7 is
datestamped Asmara, 21
October 1935. It was flown
to Khartoum by the ALSA
service on Tuesday, 22 Oct.
where it connected with LA,
service  AN283  which
departed at 0540 on
Wednesday, 23 October and
arrived Paris on the 27th. It
is backstamped at 07.30 the
next morning. The 3.35L.
postage = 1.25L. first 15 gr.
ordinary foreign rate + 2 X
1.05L. per 5 gr. air fee.

My final example (fig. 8) is a cover from lItaly tritrea. Posted at Quissana, Napoli, on 31 Oct@b8hb it

would have been sent by night train (dep. 23.1BIst) to Brindisi (arr. 08.25 on 1 Nov.).

It remad there

for four days until departing on Tuesday, 5 Nowa KA. service AS289 which arrived Khartoum at 18dh

Thursday, 7 Nov.: one day late due ta

a weather delay at Athens. It is likel L=

that the ALSA service due to b SO RN
flown from Khartoum to Asmara o - 2140 55 «|
Thursday, 7 Nov. was flown the next 7>/

day after arrival of AS289. Itig | A QB0
unfortunate the cover has np = i A0
backstamps to corroborate this. It |s- ‘x ;
addressed to Massaua and sourges: < /
state that ALSA operated a daily ar

service to there from Asmara whic
began “in October or Novembef -
1935” and ceased in March 1936.
Thus the cover was either flown
sent by train from Asmara
Massaua. The 2L. postage = 0.50L. |
first 15 gr. ordinary fee + 2 x 0.75L
per 5 gr. air mail fee.

—

Figure 8
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Multiple rate covers
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan has sent copies of two unusual and atteactivers, one requiring 27 times the minimum aiil fea
and the other 44 times the minimum. It reminds rhe enantra | heard many times, spoken with much
conviction by the late Norman Clowes, “Do not desphe oversize.” | fully agree. These are loviynis.

Impeerinl Airwnys: Empire conmections
The Landon Australin service

Mualtiple weight cover from Framee do Noumea flown to Asstealia by hmperial Airways and sent on by sea June 1939
This cover loft Marseilles o 7 June oo boand Clio operating SE 136 Thas fight ecached Sydaey on 16 June when the cover reccived a hackstanp, B

was forwanied by sen o Noumen where 4t amved on 27 Juse. The 1926 ®lle frankeng s made wp of the 2 20c per 1002 surfuce lee foa French colomy.
the 1 élle neiatration foe and 27 x 7 per Sg aar foe.

lmperial Alrways: Empire comnectiony
The Landom Australia pervice
Maltiphe werght cover feom Germany io Avstialia Bown frem Athens by lmperinl Airways February 1957
This cover was hawn {0 Athens by Lufthansa to join Impenal Adrwenys service IE 524, This deparied an 19 Febnary with Coster Qyueg ihie mail b

Adexmmdrin. Faahica ew 6 on o Korscds wheos Aebmir ook aver and opersed thromgh to Singaponz, The final sioges were flown by RA Fravdow
which machod Bristane on | March The mail fior Svdney was offtoaded of Clardeville and flown to Cootmmundm belone being s an by sl The

Mam (gl fronkeng on teis cover is mmde up ot | 2 25pf per 20y surfeee foe for the 1% weight step, 10x E3pl for the addional weight step. 44 o Sipd
air fizg ] the 30pd registmtion fe
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Imperial Airways’ publicity letter from South Afric a
By Laurence Kimpton

[Editor's note: in the June 2017 edition of the @He, Issue 51, pp. 18-22, blue publicity letteesnf Terry
Hare-Walker's collection, prepared for the firsil. flight from Cape Town were illustrated. Mentias
made that they were prepared in South Africa betékample below is dated 8 December 1931 and was
posted in the U.K. which must throw doubt on tlsisestion and indicates they were in fact preparethe

U.K. Can any reader provide further informatiorgegding their origin please?
Laurence’s description of the story behind the urigse of this example follows]

|—_i|-5t RCSLI'JT- j\ir .ﬂ'\:lail ?

& ape TO \‘\-’Il*“L Q l'lJ on -

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (AFRICA) LTD
GERMISTON AIR PORT - JOHANNESBURG

My dear Tom,

I am sending this letier out to Capetown by
Alr Meil to come home by Air M=il, the first officiel Air

Mell service which has ever been run between this Country
end Capetown.

It will be in a specisl envelope and it may
thet if you keep it, &5 in the case of the First Australisan
Air Mail Envelope, in one hundred years' time it will form

an interesting scuvenir of the first step in the inaugurstion

of this grest Empire route.

T , I
Yours sincs ¥, A |
.. !ﬂ i
/) /|
/ F -
lr { i -
/

Mr .Tom ,,1]_]J_-;'1r 4 s
Bleckstone Granze, -
Henfield,

SUSSEX.

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS LONDEN—KAAPSTAD
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Unlike on the outward first

service from London to Cape ;
Town, extremely few Imperial H:M:‘l'%.vﬂi“'
Airways  official  publicity

letters were flown on the firsy [MPERIAL
service from Cape Town t¢ AIRWAYS
London. They were printed -
with a blue banner at the top i
contrast to the red printing fo
the letters from London. At
first sight it seems strange that
this particular letter is datec
8th December 1931. It was
written by Sir Eric Geddes
Chairman of Imperial Airways, o)

and flown to South Africa on ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA
the Christmas flight to Cape
Town, departing from London on 9th December. Theecon which it was enclosed has not survived, but
there would have been instructions to send therlét Tom Miller (whose address in Sussex is ondtter)

in a first flight cover on the first Cape Town toridon service. This cover to Tom Miller, postmarked27th
January 1932, is illustrated. A handwritten notes faaund with this letter and cover. It states thatn Miller
was the son of friends of Sir Eric Geddes, Cap#aid Mrs. A.G. Miller of Blackstone Grange, Henfield
Sussex. Sir Eric gave Tom Miller stamps for hidesiion. Tom Miller was killed in North Africa in3
during World War Two. His mother gave his stamplazilon, including the Imperial Airways letter, bher
great-nephew, Christopher Hodgson of Battle, Suss&247.

=)

THE FIRST AIR MAIL

Cambria photo (Peter Wingent)

| recently obtained this slightly damaged presst@lad Cambrig taken at Toronto on 3 September 1937 after
her second trans-Atlantic westbound crossing dufiegsummer of 1937. The caption on the reversgste
“The Imperial Airways flying boat Cambria, which eiguccessfully crossed the Atlantic three timesshed

in her landing at Toronto, Canada, September 3rdemvthe giant craft hit a floating landing, teariaghole

in one pontoon. The crew immediately took positionsthe right wing to counterbalance the damaged
pontoon and save the craft from more serious desagPhoto shows members of the crew on the wirtbeas
boat drifted to a stop.”[For more details of the incident, see my Souttaily Echo book, pp.59-60].
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More Italian East Africa covers!
By Peter Wingent

As you are all aware, | hope to make each edittonrad 30 pages long. With only 21 pages filled dérteing
almost time to copy to disc, | am going to inflixt you more covers relating to Italian East Africébu have
only yourselves to blame!

This is the fourth occasion on which having congadean article, | find additional interesting andevant
covers which | would like to have included in thiigimal article. At least on this occasion | cangtd The
two covers shown below are both very early exampfesail carried by Imperial Airways. The first,shin

in fig. 1 is another cover from Military P.O. NoO At Adi Quala, posted on 5 August 1935. It wad §&n
miles by road to Asmara and arrived in time to ledtee ALSA service which departed 06.00 on Tues@ay,
August, which was only the third twice-weekly seevby ALSA, the first having been on Tuesday 3¢ .Jitil
was flown from Khartoum by I.A. service AN261 whicleparted 05.55 on 7 August and arrived Brindisi
17.15 on the 9th. It was then carried on the dgéirtrain to Bologna which departed 20.23 on the &nd
arrived 08.28 on the 10th. The 1.25L. postageb8lQ.first 15 gr. ordinary rate, plus 0.75L. pegr5 air fee.

Koo
Mla @10 na JAeta U7 Fitiet

o i / . /
ff'lr 3{{&{41-5'_;1;; AL AL

WL ! ::—._"".l}f"f:_-'-‘ 'if o =

Figure 1.

Readers may have noticed that all the covers slumnyrages 16 to 18, and th
one above, have only manuscript inscriptions suslPar via aerea” or | Mo, 288
“Posta aerea” to indicate carriage by air is required. Printaid mail ;
etiquettes were not available in Eritrea in theQBor, with one exception, i
Ethiopia after the Italian conquest. The excephbemg the extremely rare us
of a standard label used in ltaly overprinted “Addhbeba” which was
introduced in the latter half of 1936. An examiglshown in figure 2.

Unusually, this label, without the overprint of ¢se, was applied to the cover shown in figure Be $ender
of the letter most likely brought the label froralit. The cover is datestamped Posta Militare Nip.wihich
was based at Asmara, on 16 August 1935. It wasnflio Khartoum by the ALSA service which departed
Asmara at 06.00 on Saturday, 17th and from thereAyservice AN264 which departed 08.25 on theh18t
and arrived Brindisi on the 20th. From there isvg&nt by an overnight train which departed at20r the
20th and arrived Naples at 05.53 on the 21st. TBBL. postage = 0.50L. first 15 gr. ordinary rgils
0.75L. per 5 gr. air fee.
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Mad, 4 R,

PAR AVION

Par via asren

Figure 3.

The following are examples of air mail letters asthed to places in Italian East Africa which wexgied by
an Imperial Airways service at some stage on thé&resting journeys.

Gibraltar to Djibouti

The cover shown in figure 5 is datestamped GibraltaMay 1936. | did not know how air mail lettérem
Gibraltar were routed to connect with internatioaalservices. | have to thank Duncan Crewe fiingeme
that they were sent by ferry from Algeciras to Tiandgrom where they were carried by the daily Aiafce
Casablanca — Tangier — Toulouse - Paris service.

In my David and Charles reprint of “Cook’s ContitenTimetables, August 1939,” the Algeciras — Tangi
ferry service is shown as suspended but | emahedTthomas Cook archive and the extremely helpful
archivist sent me a scan of the July 1936 timetadilewn in figure 4. As the Paris backstamp istnat
“11” on 13 May, the cover must have caught the $naediterranea Companea service of 11 May, which
departed at 14.00 and arrived Tangier 17.00, amwch fhere was flown on the Air France service which
departed 06.55 and arrived Paris 19.10 on the 12th.

On a sad note, | received an email from Paul Srttiln, Thomas Cook archivist, in May 2019 saying tiet
had been made redundant and future queries wouttbake with on a much more limited basis by intérna
marketing staff. Of course now that the company Ieen liquidated, queries will not be dealt witlalh |
wonder what will happen to the wonderful archiviedt us hope that it is preserved intact.

To return to the cover, having arrived in Parisl@May, | wonder why it was not forwarded to Khartoon

the 15th by I.A. service AS344 which arrived at Kbam on the 18th. The Khartoum arrival backstarhp
22 May proves it was carried by service AS345 widtived there on the 22nd. It was flown by thecty
weekly ALSA Khartoum — Asmara service on the 24tk #hen on the 25th by the once-weekly Asmara —
Djibouti — Mogadiscio service. 35740

a TRASMEDITERRAREA

Taon, Stuﬂrr Tons
14000 Cindael da Ol z i - ush
108 Cimdend e A1 T i Uindad de Falehoin .. D850
1AL I

i i B, pammmgres, oa r nse |..a-c1| with e, ngl t, Herwardessa asrsind,

Figure 4, Malilla, &e |  Barcelone— Ur-l,}a;;q.ern |
+ pre, Melilla 6,30 (Baroelonn, dep. Thom, i o, Osfagenn, dop Sun G
The Algeciras — Tangier ferry timetablg 200} ner. Malngs 650 | " Barcelona-Alicante—Oran-Ceuta,
from “Cook’s Continental Timetables,” ‘f"f]}‘*,“:“:;;"“‘*"ﬁ"”' i 'w{«"”’] S ey
. i ) ! e .-_..r- _‘J .. =, s T :Em._ G n
July 1936 edition, outlined in red in thg g ey e 0 Toos. g, | Tost, 576
B i —T*f 11ir- t“’-‘v‘-:'-.'-'z Ths,
bottom left corner. mﬁm = ol e A B
Ml In— Couta, (Woskl; S
fien Taralmma-rair Gecli dervids on this page.) o | !:‘m.l i a
..... (b
_uger: AE -I"mmer_ (Deily.) ek LI = Wed. 170 |
yFgviiral i Eriasge 8 lapnre, | Pasmengeni must call befora 19 & tisats ivd Cog'n ChiTles |
ALAET | p.5 with Puasporin, |
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Figure 5. Cover from Gibraltar to Djibouti withalgkstamps right.

Diego Suarez to Djibouti

The cover shown in figure 6 was flown by four diféfet airlines. A route map, figure 7, and detailghe

services are given on the next page.

' Par AVION | %
ﬁ;.' & ] :' I:
At | IMADAGASGAR  [MADAGASCAR];
ote £ ﬂ/% ! i
, ey
aZB/,; Lt
== S —— ———— e — I re——
ﬂ“@\ﬁ?\
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21350 0 5
S 1830 lst 22518 R
= a[]ﬂ;ﬂ B b"r i - s
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’fd}, Q} TR u\"' Ay
e . 0N
465 = \ ]

Figure 6. Cover from Diego Suarez to Djibouti witkickstamps below.



Imperial Airways Gazette Decemb@t9 (Issue 56)
Régie Malgache 7 f" Ti 7
Diego Suarez dep. 06.00 30 Aug. Khaur;u;m : LTTORIA
Tananarive  arr. 11.30 30 Aug. -3 3 T ate A
g dep Ssen| 7 |y gﬁﬁl" 3tk T3
Réagie Air Afrique ; Mo
Tananarive  dep. - 31 Aug. teAbe
Mozambique arr. - 31 Aug. /

Imperial Airways service DN123
Mozambique dep. 06.00 02 Septorinna

Khartoum arr. - 03 Sept.Corinna
Ala Littoria:

Khartoum dep. morn. 05 Sept.

Addis Abeba arr. morn. 06 Sept.

Addis Abeba dep. 07.30 07 Sept.
Djibouti arr. 11.40 07 Sept.

Dar es Salaam to Addis Abeba

Dltgu Suatez dep. 30 Aug.
W:{E&FE MALGACHE

Tananarive
i arr. 30 Aug.
AR dep. 3 Aug.
AFRIQUE
Figure 7.

The cover shown in figure 8 was posted at Dar émaBaon 20 June 1938 and picked up the same daj by
service DN123, operated by S.Z&assiopeia which departed there at 11.50 and arrived Khantaw the
afternoon of the 21st. It was then flown from Kbam by an ALSA service which departed on the mmay
of 23 June and arrived Addis Abeba on the mornirtg® 24th after an overnight stop at Asmara.
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Durban to Asmara:

The cover shown in figure 9 is datestamped Durtt@rSeptember 1938 and was flown to Khartoum by LA
service DN126, operated by the S.23 flying b@atneronian which departed 06.30 on 11 Sept. and arrived
It was flown to Asmara by ALSA the next ddyhas a faint Asmara, 14 Sept. arrival datestatryck

13th.
over that of Khartoum. It is franked at the cotr@d. per ¥z 0z. air mail rate to Italian East Adric
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Figure 10 shows a map of the ALSA services opeagatiring the summer of 1938.
years a network of services had developed fromgnstriginal single service from Khartoum to Mogsuith

and more were added during 1939.

Figure 9

In just two and d hal

Te¥ram Romme via I.'I:llz) Bongasi & Syraciso
Vit A.L.5.A. Services in East Africa
July 1938
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Questions and answers

Bill Legg sent the card shown below and askswonder if any of our members can supply any Hert
information about the photo, which shows Lord Milimefront of the H.P. Bedouin. The date must bsvben
1919 and 1921 as Lord Milner was Colonial Secrefagjween these dates. The other person in the ot
perhaps the pilot.”

The text on the reverse readSnapshot of Lord Milner just after his descentrfraghe Handley Page that
carried him from Cairo to the Ramleh aerodrome,eR8he.”

Perhaps Terry and Laurence, our R.A.F. desertaepsAperts can help?
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An exciting new find
By Nicholas Arrow

One of the Traps for the Unwary in stamp collectisdo make assertion of claims that a certainestét
affairs exists. Years ago, when | was a membéhefsermany & Colonies PS, the Secretary related e
had exhibited in a competition and his exhibit ltattained examples of the three coil strips of fits
definitive issue of the new West Germany. On tlg/next frame to his was a frame where the digplagpd
stated that onlywo values were known in coil format! Most embariags

So one does not say that such and such an itdraasty example existing, but one simply states thattihés
only example of its typget recorded which gets one out of a potentially embarrassitgation.

There is also the perceived accuracy of authqguiyticularly when it is repeated (or at the leasgtgainsaid)
in other authoritative textbooks.

I have just acquired a cover which, until | saw had not believed existed.

THE BRITISH AIR LINE

It is a cover, marked for carriage by air, fromriglisi to Cape Town on the first of the new schedglervice
of Imperial Airways - see manuscript flight markingt the very top (note 1). It was postedapparently,
9am on the 19. 1. 1932 at the Rue St Germain pbse mo. 62 (note 2). It was taken from that tFOfice

at 10.30am (note 3) and, presumably, was then atbded mail received in Paris from Croydon on 20¢h

January. It was then sent on the 7.30pm traBritadisi.

The next mark is the usual (and very clear) postraaCape Town of the 2nd February (note 4).

In Cape Town it was sent to the RLO, and theraraekings of the 6th Feb. (note 5), (probably orbiégg
received) and (note 6) 13th Feb (probably on ihdgpeient on its way as it had not been claimed -tlsee
boxed marks on the front and back, note 7) and lsack to M. Verret. It arrived at Paris on the38.32
(Paris XVII mark) at ?7am? (note 8) and was finadlgeived at Neuilly Sur Seine on the same daypat 8
(note 9).



Imperial Airways Gazette Decemp@t9 (Issue 56)

| am grateful to Peter Wingent, for advising thatvas returned to England from Cape Town on bohed t
Union-Castle steamérmadale Castle which sailed from Table Bay on 19th February, aardved
Southampton at 06.00 on 7th March.

N Thon, \6 M Nt ..#':Tf_ R

Il&k.wj_tb i rf.-..t-:__ J "':.‘-

Baldwin makes no reference at all to “contract™toeaty” mail, although he does refer to mail fréraland

or North Europe. Wyndham, writing in about 198@ys that transit mail was received in London “from
Ireland, America, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Swedmmd Switzerland,” and in Brindisi “from Malta, and
Rome.” Neither Stern (c1972) nor Burrell (198&gmpt to particularise the source of any mail frany
destination.

So the impression has grown that no mail from Feamas carried, a fiction which this cover emphdiica
overturns. If one piece can be found, how mahgioéxamples of French mail may be out there soraih

| suspect that the item belongs somewhere in ttegosy that our German friends refer to as “voragidst”,
which translates (I think) as “preliminary mail,’"hich would have been officially carried before any treaty
for the carriage of such mail had been createddmatvithe various postal authorities.

Our friend Capt. Smye was never far behind brigkets of how to get odd items of mail onto varioas/ n
services, and he seems to have missed a trick-haréeast | think he did - or did he.....? | haveaver
which was carried on the first flight of the intaln1929 Union Airways service from Cape Town to
Johannesburg. It was created by Capt. Smye, @pastErance, and sent over to England, where Hnglis
stamps were added to cover the air fee. No mengionade in any of the text books to mail fromreea
existing and the cover, the subject of this artialeuld invite at least a suspicion that Capt. Smmyght have
thought of creating such an item for the inaugaciledule service to Cape Town as well?
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Book reviews
By Peter Wingent

Imperial Airways in Elounda During the 1930y Dave Davis. Published privately by author. \e, 80
pages, stapled. Price £10. Copies will be avigilab Spring 2020. Email your interest to Dave at
dlou_123@hotmail.corand he will contact you when copies are available.

We have to thank Mike Stevenson for bringing thusl "

to our attention. The author lives in Crete durthg

summer months and conducts guided tours around ;
Elounda. Thus it is written with tourists in mindther |
than air mail collectors. However, it is the fitstok |
have seen which deals entirely with I.A. operatiansjs
Mirabella in the 1930s and includes much detail.

The following list of chapter headings will give atea

of the diverse subject areas included: §ii o

Imperial Airways — 4 pages of general history. I_MDEH w S

TheScipiocrash — 5 pages.

Captain S.A. Wilcockson — 2 pages, brief biography. &

Empire Airmail services — 1 page, very brief.

Captain F.G. Pool — 11 pages, detailed biographhef ELOUN DA
captain of the I.A. shipmperia i Sharingg the (9505
M.V. Imperia— 6 pages, detailed history of the ship.

Imperia restaurant building — 11 pages.

Captain Pool's diary — 31 pages. Events at Mirabe
from Jan. to Dec. 1938.

An excellent insight into I.A. at Mirabella and ally Incueiog
good ten pounds worth. Highly recommended. the 1938 diary

of Captain
Frank Fool

Empire Flying Boat, 1936-1943y Brian Cassidy. Published by Haynes Publishidgst under A4 size, 160
pages. Price £9.99 from Postscript (www.postsciiptii.

Bill Legg kindly sent me the cutting below, sayihg had purchased this book and had found it very
interesting. Those who already have Brian Cassidther book, “Flying Empires,” will know that he keen
on technical detail and about half this book cargtglenty of that.

However, there is also an informative history af tlevelopment of flying boats built by Short Bra#)eand
of the company itself.

CTE EMPIRE FLYING BOAT EMPIRE
The three stages of the introduction oft936 to 1947 (Short 5.23 ‘C’ Class)
whners Waorlishop Manual

the Emplre Air Mail Scheme are Brian Cassidy The Short Empire flving boat was ABIG-ARET [Short 5,93 " eless]
described and there is a whole chaptemimarily intended to camy mail to the far comers B
h | ; c : It i P of the British Empire but, with room for about 20 Owners' Workshop Manual
on the sa vaging ot.orsair. tis paying customers, it alse pioneered intemational
profusely illustrated with photos, pussenger sviation in the 19305, flying regular
: routes to Egypt, South Africa, Australia and
many of which were new to me. America, This Haynes Manual-style review of the

aircraft examines its design and operation as well

; 5 the experiences of passengers and crew, and
AIthOUgh advertised at £9'9_9 requce(fs,illuﬂrmcd with technical drawings, culaway
from £21.99, my copy is priced diagzrams and archive photographs,
AYMES 2013 HB 160pp s 27021 0mm
£1_2:99 on the reverse. | suspect th§2ug 508007 now £9.99
original price on the cutting is a typo.

Still, it is a well-spent tenner!




