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Editorial 
 
By the time you read this I think most of you will have heard of the passing of Stan Wheatcroft last June. This 
edition contains an obituary and tributes to Stan, a great enthusiast and friend who will be sorely missed. 
 
Very sadly, our number dwindled further in October with the passing of Richard Beith.  Whilst not one of the 
original members of the Study Group, Richard became a member at a very early stage and was a regular 
contributor to the Gazette.  He was of course, a very active member of the British Air Mail Society, or the 
British Aerophilatelic Federation as it was named back in the last century.  Richard was for many years editor 
of the BAeF “Bulletin” but he will probably be mostly remembered for his scholarly books on LATI, Scottish 
air services, Czech wartime air mail and for his many published articles.  An obituary was included in the 
November edition of the “Air Mail News.” 
 
To turn to this edition of the Gazette, yet again it contains a wide variety of topics, thanks to the efforts of our 
small group of regular contributors.  Speaking of small groups, our membership is now just eighteen so if you 
know any Imperial Airways collectors who are not members, please encourage them to join us. 
 
In the past I have often wondered why there has not been any feedback to the excellent articles published in 
the Gazette.  So I was delighted to receive an email from Bob Clark correcting an error I made in my 
description of a cover from Nyasaland to New Zealand; also from Bob, an article providing more information 
on Cyprus first flights, inspired by an earlier article on the subject and Duncan Crewe sent two more 
Hannaney covers after Nick Arrow illustrated one from Basra to Cairo.  Three responses in one edition, please 
keep them coming! 
 
Also I have received a question from Bill Legg (see page 27) and I hope someone will send me an answer 
which I can include in the next edition.  Other questions have been asked by writers which are contained 
within the body of their articles.  Once again, answers will be gratefully received. 
 
I feel I should apologise for the overly large amount of Italian East Africa covers featured in this edition, 
particularly as it is not a popular area of interest.  In my defense, they were all carried at some stage by 
Imperial Airways. As I think I have said before, I add material to the magazine as it reaches me so that it 
slowly builds up to when I copy it to disc. I like to have at least 30 pages in each edition and by October I had 
only twenty. Having written one article on the subject (pages 16 to 18) I wrote the second to fill a few more 
pages (22 to 26) and then Nick sent his piece about his French find, Bill asked his question and also sent 
details of a new flying boat book and low and behold, we have thirty pages! 
 
You will have seen by now that this time the disc contains only Word and PDF versions of the magazine. This 
is because I have not received any large ‘extras’ but of course they will be welcome for inclusion in future 
issues. 
 
Finally, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a successful year of collecting in 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * *   Very important ~ please note the following:   * * * * 
 
Being December, it is the time to remind you that the subscription for 2020 is due.  The rates are as follows: 
 
For a disc version:  £5 for UK residents; £8 for residents outside UK.         (Cheques payable to me please) 
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £14 for residents outside UK. 
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, using my email address shown opposite.) 
 
Please note that if I do not receive your subscription, I shall assume that you have decided you 

no longer wish to receive the Gazette. 
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Obituary ~ Stan Wheatcroft (1933 ~ 2019) 
 
It is with great sadness that we record the passing of Stan Wheatcroft in June of this year.  His wife Mary told 
me that his passing was peaceful with all his family around him.  Stan was the founder of our group, the 
Imperial Airways Gazette being his brainchild.  He produced the first edition in September 1993 and 
continued to develop it over the next ten years. 
 
I joined the British Aerophilatelic Federation in 1985 and I asked if there were any other members interested 
in African air mails.  I was given Stan’s contact details and was immediately invited to visit him in Measham.  
From that point on we exchanged many letters and phone calls over the years.  The calls often lasted a long 
time and I remember on a number of occasions had to be ended because Stan’s wife Mary was waiting to 
make her daily call to her sister! 
 
Of course, I was not the only one to enjoy long conversations with Stan because he helped and encouraged 
many collectors over the years and enjoyed his contact with them.  There were seven original members of the 
Gazette group. Apart from Stan and myself, the others were Joan Widdowson, Duncan Crewe, Norman 
Clowes, Bryan Stokoe and Robert Preston.  Stan was the hub around which we all revolved and we met each 
other through him: at first by corresponding but later through meetings at Stan’s house in Measham.  For a 
period in the 1990s, by which time the membership had grown, Stan held annual meetings which were a joy to 
attend.  The first was on 27 July 1996 and a photo taken in his wonderful garden is shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front row: Stan Wheatcroft, Peter Wingent, David Hankey. 
Back row: Richard Beith, Peter Ball, Laurence Kimpton, Bryan Stokoe, Duncan Crewe, Harry Fox, 

Jeffrey Brown, Larry Chamberlain, Mike Stephenson, Norman Clowes. 
 
Stan had served his national service in the R.A.F. between 1957 and 1959 and was then employed by Rolls 
Royce as an aeronautical engineer.  Despite his knowledge and enthusiasm for aircraft, he did not begin to 
take an interest in aerophilately until he retired and decided to investigate seriously the contents of Uncle 
Will’s legendry trunk. 
 
For those readers who are not aware of the story, Stan’s Uncle Will lived in Ibstock, Leicestershire, and 
during the 1930s was a collector and dealer of air mail covers and corresponded with the famous South 
African collector L.A. Wyndham.  I am sure all of you will have some covers in your collection addressed to 
Mr. W. Wheatcroft at 133 Melbourne Road, Ibstock.  I am not sure when Uncle Will died but he left a large  
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accumulation of covers in a wooden trunk, fortunately covered in hessian cloth and waterproofed by the 
application of a thick black paint.  I say fortunately because Stan told the story of the trunk residing in a 
relative’s draper shop during the war which suffered bomb damage, leaving the trunk exposed to the elements! 
The contents survived unharmed and from this fortuitous start Stan developed a superb collection of Imperial 
Airways material and with it an expert knowledge of the subject which he was always willing to share with 
others.  Indeed, it is the main reason he established our study group and for many years was the BAMS 
Midland Group Regional Oragniser. Stan gave a fascinating account of his uncle’s air mail activities in an 
article entitled, “Uncle Will and His Air Mail Friends” which spanned the June and December 2004 issues of 
the Gazette and also appeared in the May 2005 edition of “Air Mail News.”   
 
Stan enjoyed writing about air mails and apart from numerous contributions to the Gazette, he self-published 
four major works.  The first, in 1997, was “The Scrapbook of an Imperial Airways Pilot: George I Thomson,” 
then in 2004, came “The Mungavin Archive,” which stemmed from Stan’s acquisition of a number of covers 
to and from Alex Mungavin and his family whilst he served in India and the Middle East during the first 
decades of the twentieth century.  Stan’s thorough research unearthed some important covers carried on early 
flights through India and at the same time, the book provides a very detailed and interesting account of the 
Mungavin family life in the colonial period: aerophilately and social philately combined. 
 
Stan also produced, in 2011, a substantial volume entitled, “80 Years of Air Mails with William E. Wheatcroft 
and his friends L.A. and Charles Wyndham, Gertrude Collins and Dixon Rand” which recounts some 
interesting stories about the activities of these well-known collectors some of whose covers now reside in all 
our collections. 
 
At some time during the 1990s Stan acquired a very large accumulation of press cuttings relating to air 
services. In his usual generous fashion he painstakingly mounted them on 271 sheets and produced bound 
copies, entitled “Air Mail News, 1927 ~ 1934,” and gave them to his friends. 
 
Stan liked to always have a project on the go so apart from writing about air mails, he also produced booklets 
of letters written between 1884 and 1939 by members of his family who had emigrated to New Zealand, 
another of recipes written between 1900 and 1913 by Mary Liggins, an aunt, and an account of his national 
service in the R.A.F., an experience which Stan enjoyed. 
 
Stan was first and foremost a family man and I often thought what a perfect situation he and Mary had in 
Measham with their three children and their families living close by.  He was a kind and generous man, 
always eager to help and interested in others.  In many ways Stan made major contributions to our hobby, he 
was a really good friend and he will be much missed. 

Peter Wingent 
 
 
 

Memories of Stan from Terry Hare-Walker 
 
I first met Stan when he came to Solihull P.S. to see a display of Imperial Airways given by Laurence Kimpton in 
2001. We got to talking about air mails and he invited me to Measham to show him my collection of India. Our 
friendship developed and I made regular trips to visit him every eight to ten weeks, in addition to regular phone 
calls. These visits were made up of discussing queries about flights and how we could find the answers. 
 
We also shared an interest in gardening and walked around his garden discussing plants. Mary always baked a cake 
for my visit and insisted that I have two or three helpings and this was much appreciated. He encouraged and 
persuaded me to collect South African airmails which I have enjoyed doing. 
 
Stan also had a good sense of humour. On one visit, he had bought a new printer and camera and decided to show 
off this new technology. He waited for my arrival at his gate and took a photograph of me walking up the drive. By 
the time he answered the door, he had printed it and had the photograph in his hand. 
 
I last saw Stan in the middle of May which was three weeks after his 88th birthday. I was due to have seen him 
about four weeks prior to that but he had been unwell and postponed the visit. I had noticed that his health was 
getting worse. I will miss Stan because he has been a very good friend and I have enjoyed his company, but he will 
not be forgotten. 
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Memories of Stan from Bryan Stokoe 
 
During 1983 when I was living in Loughborough, I had a telephone call from Stan who had found Alex 
Newall’s name and Alex in his dubious wisdom suggested that he called me and had a chat about airmail 
collecting. 
 
After a brief chat it was agreed that he came over and we got down to serious airmails. It was the start of a 
long and wonderful friendship. We were never out of contact and we chatted most weeks, in fact my wife 
Eileen kept me on my toes with "about time you rang Stan" usually on a Friday evening right up to the end. So 
from that first telephone call we were never out of touch. 
 
Stan developed the I.A. Gazzette and the annual meetings in Measham and we must not forget the work put in 
by Mary with the meals and refreshments. He was so successful that he outgrew his house and garden and the 
meetings went over to Syston, Leicester, where we had larger accommodation and could feed the masses that 
came. Stan used to bring the display boards and organise the meetings and Eileen took over from Mary to 
provide the meals. We had interesting speakers at these meeting both in-house and invited guests such as Alex 
Newall, Brian Asquith and Ken Sanford. However it was the in-house speakers who were the most interesting.  
I already miss Stan greatly. 
 
 

 
A correction! 

 
Editor: in the June 2019 issue (pp. 9–11) I described the journey of a cover from Nyasaland to New Zealand 
in which I stated that it was carried from Sydney to Auckland by the motor vessel Wanganella. I am very 
grateful to our member Bob Clark for pointing out that the cover was in fact carried by the Kalingo.  Bob’s 
experience in interpreting the shipping information published in the contemporary Australian and New 
Zealand newspapers is far greater than mine and his knowledge of New Zealand air mails is second to none. I 
will quote in full below Bob’s emailed explanation of my error:   
 
“I found your article on the cover from Nyasaland to New Zealand very interesting. However you say that the 
Wanganella left Sydney on 21 January 1935 and arrived in Auckland on 29 January. The Wanganella was one 
of the relatively fast regular trans Tasman steamers and typically took 4 rather than 8 days for the trans- 
Tasman crossing. I have checked the contemporary Australian and New Zealand papers and the Wanganella 
did indeed leave Sydney on 21 January, but she was bound for Melbourne. She returned to Sydney from 
Melbourne on the 25 January and left for Auckland later that day arriving there, as you say, on 29 January. 
 
According to the New Zealand Herald, on 29 January, the London mail of 5 January (IE 303) reached Sydney 
on 19 January and was sent on the Kalingo on 21 January arriving in Auckland on 28 January. The Kalingo 
was a much slower cargo vessel and did not usually carry trans Tasman mail. It was sunk by a Japanese 
submarine in 1943.” 

 
The 2,047 gross tons S.S. Kalingo 
(left) was built in Glasgow in 1927 
and purchased by the Union 
Steamship Co. of New Zealand in 
1930.  She was sunk by a torpedo 
fired from a Japanese submarine on 
18 January 1943. 
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The Cyprus Flight of 24th April 1932 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
Introduction 
A recent article described the first air mail flights in which Cyprus had been added to the Imperial Airways 
UK – India route (Ref. 1). It used contemporary Cyprus newspapers to explain why the return flight was a day 
late in arriving in Limassol. 
 
The newspapers also described how the Limassol landing place was in the sea in the bay of Limassol “just in 
front of the town’s quay” which settles the debate on whether or not the landing place was the Aktotiri Salt 
Lake.  
 
The first flight to India to include Cyprus (IE 160) left Croydon on 16th April 1932 and was flown by the 
Scipio class flying boat Sylvanus from Brindisi to Athens on 18th April and from Athens to Tiberias via 
Rhodes and Limassol on 19th April. At Tiberias, the mail was transferred to the HP 42 Horsa which flew 
from Tiberias to Karachi on 20th – 22nd April (Ref. 2). 
 
The Delayed Flight 
The first flight from India to include Cyprus (IW 159) left Karachi on the HP42 Hadrian on 20th April and 
was due to arrive in Tiberias on the evening of Friday 22nd April and be flown Tiberias – Limassol – Rhodes 
– Athens on the flying boat Sylvanus on Saturday 23rd April. However, it did not arrive in Limassol until 
Sunday 24th April. 
 
Contemporary Cyprus newspapers reported that the reason for the delay was that Hadrian was delayed for 23 
hours by high winds in Basra and so did not leave there until Saturday 23rd April arriving in Tiberias later that 
day. It was therefore not flown Tiberias – Limassol – Rhodes – Athens until Sunday 24th April. 
 
The article (Ref 1) quotes the ‘Alithia’ newspaper on 29th April 1932 as stating: “This time the flying boat 
carried no mail on board.” That cannot be correct as the flying boat was carrying the regular Karachi – 
Croydon air mail. A possible interpretation is what was meant was “no mail for Cyprus,” but even that is 
shown to be incorrect by the air mail cover in Figure 1 which is postmarked in Jaffa on 21st April, has a 
Tiberias transit mark on 22nd April, and is addressed to Limassol. (It is interesting that several of the Cyprus 
papers described the flight as coming from Jaffa rather than Tiberias.) 
 

 
 

Figure 1: Flown Tiberias – Limassol on 24th April. 
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The ‘Alithia’ on 29th April also reported that eight mail bags (10,000 letters) were taken on board the flying 
boat at Limassol. It is not clear whether or not that was in addition to the mail already on board, but it is clear 
that a significant amount of air mail was sent from Cyprus on this flight. Examples are: the cover to Rhodes, 
postmarked in Limassol on 23rd April in Figure 2, the registered cover to Athens, postmarked on 22nd April 
in Figure 3 and the cover to Wales, postmarked on 22nd April in Figure 4.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Flown Limassol – Rhodes on 24th April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Flown Limassol – Athens on 24th April. 
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Figure 4: Flown Limassol – UK on 24th – 27th April. 
 
References: 
 

1. Haris Chrysostomou H., ‘The first air mail flights between England and Cyprus, April 1932,’ Imperial 
Airways Gazette, Issue 55, pp. 4-8, June, 2019. 

2. Wingent P.,  ‘Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways' Eastern Route, Vol 1, 1927 – 1937,’ Winchester 
1999. 

 
 
 

Two interesting covers 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 
The Spink sale of the Neville Polakow collection was unfortunately targeted by the ungodly, who hacked their 
internet bidding service, apparently in pursuit of totally undeserved ransom.   Suffice to say, the auction was 
abandoned in the evening of the advertised day, but, rather to everyone’s surprise, it was resumed on the 
following day.   Fortunately, I learnt about this, because I was particularly interested in bidding and, because 
of the chaos, I had arranged to have Spink bid for me for some lots including #2148.   It went for more than I 
felt it was worth to me, but I did ask the Spink helper to stay on the line because I thought #2150 might be 
interesting. 
 
Lot 2150 was described as “Later flights incoming section (6) with mail from Germany to Wilhelmstal, 
etc…..”   The estimate was £150-200.   I was interested in the item from Germany, as I hoped that this would 
be an item of commercial mail, a subject which I am finding more and more interesting.   The lot was offered 
at reserve of £75, and I acquired it - 6 covers averaging £12.50 hammer price each, all to SWA, particularly 
from various somewhat exotic countries, was a no-brainer. 
 
When it arrived, I discovered (rather as I had anticipated) most of the pieces were items from various first 
flights of new services, but two were not, or at least so I thought. 
 
The German cover is shown in figure 1. It was clearly taken by train to Vienna, flown to Athens and 
transferred to flight AS287, and on checking Peter’s listing, I immediately noted that there had been a delay in 
Athens.   Even more exciting was that the aircraft had crashed on taking off at Kisumu.   The plane (AW-
15’Atalanta’) had taken off down a flarepath at Kisumu at 4am, failed to gain enough height, and struck a tree 
with its port wing, effectively tearing it off the plane, which came to rest roughly 2-300 yards further on when  
it ran into some bush.   The pilot and flight engineer were ejected through the front of the plane, suffering 
comparatively minor injuries, everyone else being unhurt.   The immediate physical problem was that no-one 
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had bothered to tell the starboard engines that things were not quite as they should have been, and they were 
still roaring away, set at maximum power for takeoff!   Exiting the plane, apparently through the windows, 
must have been a frightening and noisy experience. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
I was very intrigued by this, and looked up my own book, as I could not recall this crash, but it was there all 
right, but, bliss upon bliss, the entry was in italics, which meant “No South African mail recorded”!   There is 
now! [Ref. 1]   Which makes the hammer price of £12.50 an even better bargain!   
 
It simply remains to record that the delay of 2 days at Athens was caused by bad weather. 
 
The other cover, the front and reverse shown in figures 2a and 2b, provided some problems less easy to solve.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2a 
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The envelope was one issued by Imperial Airways to 
commemorate mail carried on the inaugural flights of 
the extension of their service east, from Rangoon to 
Singapore, the return flight of which was left 
Singapore on the 31st December 1933.   My cover was 
posted in Bandon, Siam, on the 5th January 1934, and 
so clearly missed the flight - never mind, interesting 
enough - and was taken to Bangkok, I suspect, by 
surface mail, arriving on the 6th January.   The only 
other mark is a Windhoek arrival mark of the 9th 
February 1934, over a month later.   Why on earth had 
it taken so long to arrive? 
 
Peter pointed me in the right direction - floods.   Between January and March 1934, communications with 
South West Africa were completely washed out.   Yes, so they were, but the SWA Feeder Service from 
Kimberley still functioned, so what had gone wrong affecting my cover. 
 
The only solution that I can come up with (and I would welcome any other suggestions) is that, almost 
certainly through inexperience, and a lack of knowledge as to the precise geography of South West Africa, the 
postal clerk in Bangkok did not know where Windhoek was, and so, knowing that Cape Town was in the 
South West part of South Africa and possibly not knowing where Windhoek was, may have assumed, 
wrongly, that mail for Windhoek should be routed through Cape Town, and bagged the letter appropriately.   
Consequently, the item missed the feeder service and ended up in Cape Town.   
 
Which of course presented the Cape Town postal officials with a substantial headache, because they had no 
means at all of sending it on to South West Africa - the roads were impassable, the railway lines had been 
washed out and, for some extraordinary reason, only mail from North of Kimberley could be accepted for the 
Feeder Service [Ref. 2]. 
 
This particular problem was solved when Gordon Store of Aero Services (Pty) Ltd of Cape Town, who was 
carrying out some survey work in South West Africa, came to an arrangement that, if there was any available 
space on his plane during any of his trips to SWA, he would take some mail bags with him.   And so he did, 
and I believe that my cover must have benefited from this arrangement. 
 
The only thing that slightly concerns me (and which I cannot account for) is that the Windhoek arrival mark is 
a normal Post Office mark, and not the thimble sized postmark of Windhoek airport as would be expected. 
 
So, armed with this knowledge, I sat down to write up the cover.   I have a reference number for each page in 
my collection, and on checking my book for the appropriate reference, I stumbled upon yet another totally 
marvellous fact.   Siamese mail was not accepted for the first return flight of Imperial Airways service from 
Singapore, but the second.   Both Stern and Burrell make this claim, although they disagree as to the precise 
method.   Stern refers to a “First Flight from Bandon (Thailand)”, which Peter has explained is wrong (see 
I.A. Gazette Issue 55), whereas Burrell claims that, on the second flight leaving on the 5th January 1934, 
“letters from Thailand were sent to Singapore for a connecting flight with the IA and regular” service to South 
Africa.   I think my cover proves them both wrong, in that the IA service stopped at Bangkok, where the cover 
was waiting to be collected. 
 
So the use of the special cover is not so ridiculous, or someone trying to use up a spare cover, or a simple case 
of missing the boat (or rather the plane)!   It IS a first acceptance cover, and I suspect, addressed to South 
West Africa, a fairly rare one at that - certainly worth the second lot of £12.50 in the hammer price! 
 
References: 
 

[1]  “South African mail” so far as my book is concerned is mail carried from, to or through South Africa. 
[2]  Mail from (or to) Cape Town was not accepted for the feeder service until September 1935. 
[3] The other covers in the lot have all found themselves a place in my collection and I am really, really  

chuffed! 
 
 

Figure 2b 
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The Schlesinger Air Race ~ Scott & Guthrie covers 
 

Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker 
 
Terry has sent some very interesting items concerning covers carried by Scott and Guthrie of which 25 official 
covers were prepared and carried.  They were the winners of the race and on arrival at Johannesburg the 
covers were handed over to an unknown person for posting and were never seen again!  The only covers that 
are recorded carried by them are three that the pilots had in their pockets and autographed. 
 
Terry has sent what must be a unique item, shown in figure 1, which is a design sketch for a Scott & Guthrie 
cover together with a letter dated 9 November 1936 from E.V. Dolby of Imperial Airways to “Uncle Will” 
Wheatcroft (figure 2) and another to Uncle Will from Francis J. Field, dated 11 November 1936 (figure 3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
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To encourage aviation Mr. I.W. Schlesinger put up the sum of £10,000 as prize money for an aeroplane race 
from England to Johannesburg. The race was split up into two sections, speed and handicap to be flown 
concurrently. There was a £4,000 prize for the competitor who completed the course in the shortest time and 
another £6,000 was divided into four prizes for the handicap section. The contest was restricted to British 
pilots and aircraft. 
 
Of the original fourteen entries, only nine aircraft took part in the race on the starting day. One of the entrants, 
Captain Tom Campbell Black, was killed ten days before the race when his plane crashed on take-off at 
Liverpool Airport. 
 
Of the nine entrants, only one aeroplane completed the race, the other eight having to drop out due to engine 
faults or crashing on route. One of the crashes proved fatal for Max Finley and one of the passengers  who 
were both killed when their machine crashed into a tree on take-off at Abercorn. The unawarded £6,000 of the 
prize money was generously donated by Mr. Schlesinger to their dependants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2.  From this letter it is clear that Dolby had no enthusiasm for “stunt flights.” 
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Like Uncle Will, Francis Field was keen to 
obtain some Scott and Guthrie covers and his 
letter confirms their disappearance. 
 
C.W.A. Scott and Giles Guthrie flew the race 
in a Percival Vega Gull which was one of the 
slower aircraft and thus they were well down 
the list of expected race winners. 
Contemporary newspaper articles paid only 
scant attention to their efforts.  For much of 
the way they were well behind their rivals but 
they made steady progress and, as stated 
earlier, were the only ones to finish the race. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two more Hannaney covers 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
In the last issue (No. 55, June 2019, P.22) Nick Arrow showed a cover from Basra to Durban, dated 12 July 
1934, addressed to Mr. J. Hannaney.  Nick asked what was the significance of the flight?  Duncan has sent 
examples of two other Hannaney covers (figures 1 & 2) and has offered the following explanation: 
 
“Attached are two 
more examples of 
Hannaney covers (Nick 
Arrow query in 
Gazette). I seem to 
remember also having 
seen attempts by him to 
dispatch mail to 
Australia by the 1931 
experimental flights but 
I do not have these. I 
have always regarded 
him as a George King/ 
Captain Smye type 
figure and there is 
usually some philatelic 
significance behind his 
creations, even if it was 
only a first dispatch from a particular office. Perhaps it was the first time Iraq had bagged up mail through to 
South Africa rather than to say Alexandria as the office of exchange. Just a thought. I suspect the cachets on 
both my cover and Nick's are his own productions.” 
 

Figure 3 

Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
 
 
 
 
 



14         December 2019 (Issue 56)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

I.A. first flight covers to unusual destinations 
 

Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker 
 

Terry has sent scans of three Wyndham covers carried on the first I.A. service from Cape Town to three very 
unusual Eastern European destinations.  It is pretty certain that after arrival at Athens those to Bucharest and 
Istanbul (figs. 2 & 3) were sent by train to their final destinations. The cover to Moscow (fig. 1) was routed 
via Paris and was probably flown from there to Berlin but the February 1932 edition of “L’Indicateur Postale” 
states that the Deruluft Berlin – Moscow air service was suspended during the winter and thus it must have 
been sent by train from Berlin.  There were four train services per week from Berlin to Moscow taking nearly 
36 hours for the journey.   
 
 

 
Figure 1. Cape Town to Moscow 
with Paris transit datestamp of 16 
Feb. and Moscow arrival 
datestamp of 19 Feb. 
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 Figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 3. 
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Covers from Italian East Africa flown by Imperial A irways 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

In the December 2018 Gazette (Issue 54, pp. 9-12) I described some test letters sent by Imperial Airways over 
the Ala Littoria service in Italian East Africa.  Just to recap, ALSA commenced a service from Asmara to 
Khartoum on 30 July 1935 and until December 1935 Imperial Airways carried the mail between Khartoum 
and Italy because ALSA did not have aircraft of a type suitable to operate over the entire route. 
 
All the covers I illustrated in the previous article were test letters or philatelic items and I bemoaned the fact 
that I had not seen any non-philatelic ones.  It now transpires that I had not been trying hard enough to find 
them, or perhaps I had been looking in the wrong place!  Since last year I have now found five items, of which 
I will illustrate four.  At first glance they do not look like typical covers flown by I.A. 
 
The October 1935 “Bradshaw’s International Air Guide” includes the ALSA Khartoum – Asmara timetable 
(fig. 1). 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
When this timetable is viewed combined with the I.A. Africa service timetable (below) it is clear that the 
ALSA service was scheduled to make the fastest possible connections with I.A.: 
 
 Tues. & Fri. 04.08 arr. Brindisi station dep. 20.23 Fri. & Tues. 
 Tues. & Fri. 06.00 dep. Brindisi airport arr. even. Fri. & Tues. 
 Tues. & Fri. even. arr.    Alexandria dep. 06.00 Fri. & Tues. 
 Wed. & Sat. 04.45 dep.    Alexandria arr. even. Thurs. & Mon. 
             Luxor dep. 07.15 Thurs. & Mon. 
             Luxor arr. even. Wed. & Sun.  
 Wed. & Sat. even. arr.     Khartoum dep. 05.45 Wed. & Sun. 
 

 Thurs. & Sun. 07.30 dep.     Khartoum arr. morn. Tues. & Sat. 
 Thurs. & Sun. morn. arr.       Asmara dep. 06.00 Tues. & Sat. 
 
The cover shown in fig. 2 was posted on 25 August 1935 at Military P.O. 70, based at Adi Quala (see next 
page), from where it was sent 57 miles by road to Asmara. It was flown from there to Khartoum by ALSA on 
Tuesday, 27 August and from there by IA service AN267, which departed Wed. 28 Aug. and arrived Brindisi 

on Saturday, 31 August: 
one day late due to Short 
Kent Scipio flying boat 
having engine trouble at 
Mirabella. From Brindisi 
the cover was sent by 
train to Bologna and 
from there to Monzuno 
by road. The 1.25L. 
postage = 0.50L. first 15 
gr. ordinary rate, plus 
0.75L. per 5 gr. air fee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Figure 2 
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Military Post Office No. 70 was 
attached to ‘Divisione Gavinana,’ the 
19th Mountain Infantry Division. It 
was sent to Eritrea on 28 March 1935 
and was stationed at Adi Quala 
(ringed in red on map in figure 3) 
until 3 October 1935 when Italy 
began the invasion of Ethiopia. 
 
The Divisione took part in many 
battles during the war, which ended 
when Addis Ababa, the capital of 
Ethiopia, was conquered and the 
country annexed to Italy on 7 May 
1936.   
 
The Divisione was demobized and 
reduced to a brigade in July 1936. 
 
 
Another cover from the same correspondence is shown in fig. 4.  Posted on Monday, 30 September 1935 at 
Military P.O. 70, just three days before the invasion of Ethiopia began, and again sent by road from Adi Quala 
to Asmara from where it was flown to Khartoum by the ALSA service on Tuesday, 1 October.  It was flown 
by I.A. service AN277 which departed Khartoum 05.55 on Wed., 2 Oct. and arrived Brindisi 15.10 on the 4th.  

Then sent by the night 
train which departed 
Brindisi 20.23 on the 4th 
and arrived at Bologna 
08.28 next morning. The 
2L. postage = 0.50L. first 
15 gr. ordinary rate + 2 x 
0.75L per 5 gr. air fee. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Figure 4 
 
ALSA had three Fokker F.VIIa-3m 
aircraft in Eritrea in July 1935 when the 
service commenced.  They were I-AFRO; 
I-UADI and I-UGRI. A fourth, I-ADUA, 
shown in fig. 5, was added in either late 
October or early November 1935. 
 
 
During October and November 1935 five 
Caproni Ca.308 Borea and one Caproni 
C.133 aircraft were added to the fleet. In 
fig. 6 mail is seen being loaded at Asmara 
into the Caproni Ca.308 I-SPRA which 
had arrived there in October 1935. 

Figure 3 

Figure 5 
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The cover shown in fig. 7 is 
datestamped Asmara, 21 
October 1935. It was flown 
to Khartoum by the ALSA 
service on Tuesday, 22 Oct. 
where it connected with I.A. 
service AN283 which 
departed at 05.40 on 
Wednesday, 23 October and 
arrived Paris on the 27th. It 
is backstamped at 07.30 the 
next morning.  The 3.35L. 
postage = 1.25L. first 15 gr. 
ordinary foreign rate + 2 x 
1.05L. per 5 gr. air fee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My final example (fig. 8) is a cover from Italy to Eritrea. Posted at Quissana, Napoli, on 31 October 1935 it 
would have been sent by night train (dep. 23.11 on 31st) to Brindisi (arr. 08.25 on 1 Nov.).  It remained there 
for four days until departing on Tuesday, 5 Nov. via I.A. service AS289 which arrived Khartoum at 18.30 on 
Thursday, 7 Nov.: one day late due to 
a weather delay at Athens.  It is likely 
that the ALSA service due to be 
flown from Khartoum to Asmara on 
Thursday, 7 Nov. was flown the next 
day after arrival of AS289.  It is 
unfortunate the cover has no 
backstamps to corroborate this. It is 
addressed to Massaua and sources 
state that ALSA operated a daily air 
service to there from Asmara which 
began “in October or November 
1935” and ceased in March 1936.  
Thus the cover was either flown or 
sent by train from Asmara to 
Massaua.  The 2L. postage = 0.50L. 
first 15 gr. ordinary fee + 2 x 0.75L. 
per 5 gr. air mail fee. 
 

Figure 6 

Figure 7 

Figure 8 
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Multiple rate covers 
Material provided by Duncan Crewe 

 
Duncan has sent copies of two unusual and attractive covers, one requiring 27 times the minimum air mail fee 
and the other 44 times the minimum. It reminds me of a mantra I heard many times, spoken with much 
conviction by the late Norman Clowes, “Do not despise the oversize.” I fully agree. These are lovely items. 
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Imperial Airways’ publicity letter from South Afric a 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 

[Editor’s note: in the June 2017 edition of the Gazette, Issue 51, pp. 18-22, blue publicity letters from Terry 
Hare-Walker’s collection, prepared for the first I.A. flight from Cape Town were illustrated. Mention was 
made that they were prepared in South Africa but the example below is dated 8 December 1931 and was 
posted in the U.K. which must throw doubt on this assertion and indicates they were in fact prepared in the 
U.K.  Can any reader provide further information regarding their origin please? 
Laurence’s description of the story behind the unique use of this example follows] 
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Unlike on the outward first 
service from London to Cape 
Town, extremely few Imperial 
Airways official publicity 
letters were flown on the first 
service from Cape Town to 
London. They were printed 
with a blue banner at the top in 
contrast to the red printing for 
the letters from London. At 
first sight it seems strange that 
this particular letter is dated 
8th December 1931. It was 
written by Sir Eric Geddes, 
Chairman of Imperial Airways, 
and flown to South Africa on 
the Christmas flight to Cape 
Town, departing from London on 9th December. The cover in which it was enclosed has not survived, but 
there would have been instructions to send the letter to Tom Miller (whose address in Sussex is on the letter) 
in a first flight cover on the first Cape Town to London service. This cover to Tom Miller, postmarked on 27th 
January 1932, is illustrated. A handwritten note was found with this letter and cover. It states that Tom Miller 
was the son of friends of Sir Eric Geddes, Captain and Mrs. A.G. Miller of Blackstone Grange, Henfield, 
Sussex. Sir Eric gave Tom Miller stamps for his collection. Tom Miller was killed in North Africa in 1943 
during World War Two. His mother gave his stamp collection, including the Imperial Airways letter, to her 
great-nephew, Christopher Hodgson of Battle, Sussex in 1947. 
 
 

Cambria photo (Peter Wingent) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I recently obtained this slightly damaged press photo of Cambria, taken at Toronto on 3 September 1937 after 
her second trans-Atlantic westbound crossing during the summer of 1937.  The caption on the reverse reads: 
“The Imperial Airways flying boat Cambria, which has successfully crossed the Atlantic three times, crashed 
in her landing at Toronto, Canada, September 3rd, when the giant craft hit a floating landing, tearing a hole 
in one pontoon. The crew immediately took positions on the right wing to counterbalance the damaged 
pontoon and save the craft from more serious disaster.  Photo shows members of the crew on the wing as the 
boat drifted to a stop.”  [For more details of the incident, see my Southern Daily Echo book, pp.59-60]. 
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More Italian East Africa covers! 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

As you are all aware, I hope to make each edition around 30 pages long. With only 21 pages filled and it being 
almost time to copy to disc, I am going to inflict on you more covers relating to Italian East Africa!  You have 
only yourselves to blame! 
 
This is the fourth occasion on which having completed an article, I find additional interesting and relevant 
covers which I would like to have included in the original article. At least on this occasion I can do so!  The 
two covers shown below are both very early examples of mail carried by Imperial Airways. The first, shown 
in fig. 1 is another cover from Military P.O. No. 70 at Adi Quala, posted on 5 August 1935. It was sent 57 
miles by road to Asmara and arrived in time to catch the ALSA service which departed 06.00 on Tuesday, 6 
August, which was only the third twice-weekly service by ALSA, the first having been on Tuesday 30 July. It 
was flown from Khartoum by I.A. service AN261 which departed 05.55 on 7 August and arrived Brindisi 
17.15 on the 9th.  It was then carried on the overnight train to Bologna which departed 20.23 on the 9th and 
arrived 08.28 on the 10th.  The 1.25L. postage = 0.50L. first 15 gr. ordinary rate, plus 0.75L. per 5 gr. air fee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Figure 1. 
 

 
Readers may have noticed that all the covers shown on pages 16 to 18, and the 
one above, have only manuscript inscriptions such as “Per via aerea” or 
“Posta aerea” to indicate carriage by air is required.  Printed air mail 
etiquettes were not available in Eritrea in the 1930s nor, with one exception, in 
Ethiopia after the Italian conquest.  The exception being the extremely rare use 
of a standard label used in Italy overprinted “Addis Abeba” which was 
introduced in the latter half of 1936.  An example is shown in figure 2.      Figure 2. 
 
Unusually, this label, without the overprint of course, was applied to the cover shown in figure 3.  The sender 
of the letter most likely brought the label from Italy.  The cover is datestamped Posta Militare No. 12, which 
was based at Asmara, on 16 August 1935.  It was flown to Khartoum by the ALSA service which departed 
Asmara at 06.00 on Saturday, 17th and from there by I.A. service AN264 which departed 08.25 on the 18th 
and arrived Brindisi on the 20th.  From there it was sent by an overnight train which departed at 20.14 on the 
20th and arrived Naples at 05.53 on the 21st.  The 1.25L. postage = 0.50L. first 15 gr. ordinary rate, plus 
0.75L. per 5 gr. air fee. 
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   Figure 3. 
 

 
The following are examples of air mail letters addressed to places in Italian East Africa which were carried by 
an Imperial Airways service at some stage on their interesting journeys.  
 
Gibraltar to Djibouti: 
 

The cover shown in figure 5 is datestamped Gibraltar 11 May 1936.  I did not know how air mail letters from 
Gibraltar were routed to connect with international air services.  I have to thank Duncan Crewe for telling me 
that they were sent by ferry from Algeciras to Tangier from where they were carried by the daily Air France 
Casablanca – Tangier – Toulouse - Paris service. 
 
In my David and Charles reprint of “Cook’s Continental Timetables, August 1939,” the Algeciras – Tangier 
ferry service is shown as suspended but I emailed the Thomas Cook archive and the extremely helpful 
archivist sent me a scan of the July 1936 timetable, shown in figure 4.  As the Paris backstamp is timed at 
“11” on 13 May, the cover must have caught the Transmediterranea Companea service of 11 May, which 
departed at 14.00 and arrived Tangier 17.00, and from there was flown on the Air France service which 
departed 06.55 and arrived Paris 19.10 on the 12th. 
 
On a sad note, I received an email from Paul Smith, the Thomas Cook archivist, in May 2019 saying that he 
had been made redundant and future queries would be dealt with on a much more limited basis by internal 
marketing staff.  Of course now that the company has been liquidated, queries will not be dealt with at all. I 
wonder what will happen to the wonderful archive?  Let us hope that it is preserved intact. 
 
To return to the cover, having arrived in Paris on 13 May, I wonder why it was not forwarded to Khartoum on 
the 15th by I.A. service AS344 which arrived at Khartoum on the 18th.  The Khartoum arrival backstamp of 
22 May proves it was carried by service AS345 which arrived there on the 22nd.  It was flown by the thrice-
weekly ALSA Khartoum – Asmara service on the 24th and then on the 25th by the once-weekly Asmara – 
Djibouti – Mogadiscio service. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4. 
 

The Algeciras – Tangier ferry timetable 
from “Cook’s Continental Timetables,” 
July 1936 edition, outlined in red in the 
bottom left corner. 
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  Figure 5. Cover from Gibraltar to Djibouti with backstamps right. 
 
Diego Suarez to Djibouti: 
 

The cover shown in figure 6 was flown by four different airlines.  A route map, figure 7, and details of the 
services are given on the next page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6. Cover from Diego Suarez to Djibouti with backstamps below. 
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Régie Malgache: 
 

 Diego Suarez dep. 06.00 30 Aug. 
 Tananarive arr. 11.30 30 Aug. 
 
 Régie Air Afrique: 
 

 Tananarive dep.     - 31 Aug. 
 Mozambique arr.     - 31 Aug. 
 
 Imperial Airways service DN123: 
 

 Mozambique dep. 06.00 02 Sept. Corinna 
 Khartoum arr.     - 03 Sept. Corinna 
 
 Ala Littoria: 
 

 Khartoum dep. morn. 05 Sept. 
 Addis Abeba arr. morn. 06 Sept. 
 Addis Abeba dep. 07.30 07 Sept. 
 Djibouti arr. 11.40 07 Sept.   Figure 7. 
 
Dar es Salaam to Addis Abeba: 
 

The cover shown in figure 8 was posted at Dar es Salaam on 20 June 1938 and picked up the same day by I.A. 
service DN123, operated by S.23 Cassiopeia, which departed there at 11.50 and arrived Khartoum in the 
afternoon of the 21st.  It was then flown from  Khartoum  by an ALSA service which departed on the morning 
of 23 June and arrived Addis Abeba on the morning of the 24th after an overnight stop at Asmara. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8. 
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Durban to Asmara: 
 

The cover shown in figure 9 is datestamped Durban, 10 September 1938 and was flown to Khartoum by I.A. 
service DN126, operated by the S.23 flying boat Cameronian, which departed 06.30 on 11 Sept. and arrived 
13th.  It was flown to Asmara by ALSA the next day.  It has a faint Asmara, 14 Sept. arrival datestamp struck 
over that of Khartoum.  It is franked at the correct 9d. per ½ oz. air mail rate to Italian East Africa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9 

 
 
Figure 10 shows a map of the ALSA services operating during the summer of 1938.  In just two and a half 
years a network of services had developed from just an original single service from Khartoum to Mogadiscio 
and more were added during 1939. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 10 
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Questions and answers 
 
Bill Legg sent the card shown below and asks, “I wonder if any of our members can supply any further 
information about the photo, which shows Lord Milner in front of the H.P. Bedouin. The date must be between 
1919 and 1921 as Lord Milner was Colonial Secretary between these dates.  The other person in the photo is 
perhaps the pilot.” 
 
The text on the reverse reads, “Snapshot of Lord Milner just after his descent from the Handley Page that 
carried him from Cairo to the Ramleh aerodrome, Palestine.” 
 
Perhaps Terry and Laurence, our R.A.F. desert service experts can help? 
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An exciting new find 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 
One of the Traps for the Unwary in stamp collecting is to make assertion of claims that a certain state of 
affairs exists.   Years ago, when I was a member of the Germany & Colonies PS, the Secretary related how he 
had exhibited in a competition and his exhibit had contained examples of the three coil strips of the first 
definitive issue of the new West Germany.  On the very next frame to his was a frame where the displayer had 
stated that only two values were known in coil format!   Most embarrassing. 
 
So one does not say that such and such an item is the only example existing, but one simply states that it is the 
only example of its type yet recorded, which gets one out of a potentially embarrassing situation. 
 
There is also the perceived accuracy of authority, particularly when it is repeated (or at the least not gainsaid) 
in other authoritative textbooks. 
 
I have just acquired a cover which, until I saw it, I had not believed existed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is a cover, marked for carriage by air, from Brindisi to Cape Town on the first of the new scheduled service 
of Imperial Airways - see manuscript flight markings at the very top (note 1).   It was posted at, apparently, 
9am on the 19. 1. 1932 at the Rue St Germain post office no. 62 (note 2).   It was taken from that Post Office 
at 10.30am (note 3) and, presumably, was then added to the mail received in Paris from Croydon on the 20th 
January.   It was then sent on the 7.30pm train to Brindisi. 
 
The next mark is the usual (and very clear) postmark of Cape Town of the 2nd February (note 4). 
 
In Cape Town it was sent to the RLO, and there are markings of the 6th Feb. (note 5), (probably on its being 
received) and (note 6) 13th Feb (probably on it being sent on its way as it had not been claimed - see the 
boxed marks on the front and back, note 7) and sent back to M. Verret.   It arrived at Paris on the 8. 3. 32 
(Paris XVII mark) at ?7am? (note 8) and was finally received at Neuilly Sur Seine on the same day at 8pm 
(note 9). 
 

2 

1 

7 
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I am grateful to Peter Wingent, for advising that it was returned to England from Cape Town on board the 
Union-Castle steamer Armadale Castle, which sailed from Table Bay on 19th February, and arrived 
Southampton at 06.00 on 7th March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3 
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Baldwin makes no reference at all to “contract” or “treaty” mail, although he does refer to mail from Ireland 
or North Europe.   Wyndham, writing in about 1936, says that transit mail was received in London “from 
Ireland, America, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland,” and in Brindisi “from Malta, and 
Rome.”   Neither Stern (c1972) nor Burrell (1986) attempt to particularise the source of any mail from any 
destination.   
 
So the impression has grown that no mail from France was carried, a fiction which this cover emphatically 
overturns.   If one piece can be found, how many other examples of French mail may be out there somewhere! 
 
I suspect that the item belongs somewhere in the category that our German friends refer to as “vorlaüferpost”, 
which translates (I think) as “preliminary mail,” which would have been unofficially carried before any treaty 
for the carriage of such mail had been created between the various postal authorities. 
 
Our friend Capt. Smye was never far behind bright ideas of how to get odd items of mail onto various new 
services, and he seems to have missed a trick here - at least I think he did - or did he…..?  I have a cover 
which was carried on the first flight of the internal 1929 Union Airways service from Cape Town to 
Johannesburg.   It was created by Capt. Smye, posted in France, and sent over to England, where English 
stamps were added to cover the air fee.   No mention is made in any of the text books to mail from France 
existing and the cover, the subject of this article, would invite at least a suspicion that Capt. Smye might have 
thought of creating such an item for the inaugural schedule service to Cape Town as well? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 

6 
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Book reviews 
By Peter Wingent 

 

 
Imperial Airways in Elounda During the 1930s by Dave Davis.  Published privately  by author. A5 size, 80 
pages, stapled.  Price £10.  Copies will be available in Spring 2020. Email your interest to Dave at 
dlou_123@hotmail.com and he will contact you when copies are available. 
 
We have to thank Mike Stevenson for bringing this book 
to our attention.  The author lives in Crete during the 
summer months and conducts guided tours around 
Elounda.  Thus it is written with tourists in mind, rather 
than air mail collectors.  However, it is the first book I 
have seen which deals entirely with I.A. operations at 
Mirabella in the 1930s and includes much detail.  
 
The following list of chapter headings will give an idea 
of the diverse subject areas included: 
 

Imperial Airways – 4 pages of general history. 
The Scipio crash – 5 pages. 
Captain S.A. Wilcockson – 2 pages, brief biography. 
Empire Airmail services – 1 page, very brief. 
Captain F.G. Pool – 11 pages, detailed biography of the 
captain of the I.A. ship Imperia. 
M.V. Imperia – 6 pages, detailed history of the ship. 
Imperia restaurant building – 11 pages. 
Captain Pool’s diary – 31 pages. Events at Mirabella 
from Jan. to Dec. 1938. 
 
 

An excellent insight into I.A. at Mirabella and a jolly 
good ten pounds worth.  Highly recommended. 
 
 
 
 
 
Empire Flying Boat, 1936-1947 by Brian Cassidy.  Published  by Haynes Publishing.  Just under A4 size, 160 
pages.  Price £9.99 from Postscript (www.postscript.co.uk). 
 
Bill Legg kindly sent me the cutting below, saying he had purchased this book and had found it very 
interesting.  Those who already have Brian Cassidy’s other book, “Flying Empires,” will know that he is keen 
on technical detail and about half this book contains plenty of that. 
 
However, there is also an informative history of the development of flying boats built by Short Brothers, and 
of the company itself. 
 
The three stages of the introduction of 
the Empire Air Mail Scheme are 
described and there is a whole chapter 
on the salvaging of Corsair.  It is 
profusely illustrated with photos, 
many of which were new to me. 
 
Although advertised at £9.99 reduced 
from £21.99, my copy is priced 
£12.99 on the reverse.  I suspect the 
original price on the cutting is a typo. 
Still, it is a well-spent tenner! 
 


