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Editorial

Another year has flashed by and here | am agaihimgsyou all a very Happy Christmas and all thet lbes
2018. How time flies by!

| am sorry to have to say that | am very disapgainwith this issue of the Gazette, and | expectwilube

too, because it contains only sixteen pages: abalfithe usual number. As always | am very grdtefu
those of you who have contributed (seven out of 2ZBimembers) but the simple message, which | have
preached in so many previous editorials, is th#teut any contributions there will be no Gazetiie.quite a

few recent editions | have filled about half thegygs with my ramblings but | have been unable tsalthis
time having been busy with other interests. Tlweefl appeal taall our readers to please send me
something. Perhaps choose just one of your measured covers and write a short piece aboutf iyou
haven’'t done so before, you will be surprised hatis§ying it is!

Fortunately, thanks to the generosity of Duncanw@rehe content of the disc is greatly increaseti acans
he has provided of a range of very scarce leadletsphotos. In addition to the Word and PDF veisiaf the
Gazette, you will find on the disc a folder naniBdincan Crewe items” which contains four further folders
and a range of single files and photos, all contdtl by Duncan, which are as follows:

Folder 1 — “Ceylon leaflet” — a very informative3®P.O. leaflet. 11 pages.

Folder 2 — “IA AGM” - Report of Imperial AirwaysIB5 AGM. 8 pages.

Folder 3 — “India leaflet” — August 1936 India Aail Leaflet. 19 pages. Masses of information!
Folder 4 — “Tata items” — a variety of leafletsatelg to Tata. 11 pages.

In addition, there are seven photographs, a Malaya 1937 leaflet, a Ceylon Oct. 1936 leaflet aigtite
other random pages. In all, a wealth of informatfior which we all owe Duncan a huge vote of thafuks
sharing all this with us.

Some of you may feel that the Gazette could haea loecreased in size by placing some of the itesns lsy
Duncan in its pages, so perhaps this is the rigithemt for me to reiterate that my policy, rightiyvarongly,
is to include in the Gazette only articles writtgnmembers. | am very happy to add on the digemah such
as that sent by Duncan, which is extremely valuablé important, but | don’t want the Gazette tdudeof

copied pages which are unaccompanied by textuddeafon.

Finally, | expect most of you will be aware of tegtremely useful resource contained on the welofitbe
GB Philatelic Society which has scans of all the &B Mail Leaflets from 1919 to 1972, but | if yoare
unaware of it and you need to find an air mail feten GB to anywhere in the world during this pekigo to:
www.gbps.org.uk/information/downloads/airmail-lesf.php

* * % *  \/egry important ~ please note thefollowing: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you that subscription for 2018 is due. The rates afelksvs:

For a disc version£4 for UK residents£7 for residents outside UK. (Cheques payablae please)
For a paper versiof£10for UK residents£13for residents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggmgil address shown opposite.)

Please note that if | do not receive your subscrigin, | shall assume that you have decided you
no longer wish to receive the Gazette
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The flying boat terminal at Rose Bay, Sydney
By John Crowe

| was interested to see a photograph of the tetrairfRose Bay in the Editorial of the June 201 7iedliof the
I.A. Gazette. | have an identical photograph inaulfection with a note that it was taken in mid-293t that
time the flying boats were moored offshore and @agsrs were taken to and from the aircraft by launc

The terminal was officially opened
by Lord Huntingfield, acting
Governor General of Australia, at

ceremony on 4th August 1938.

number of VIP government cover
were prepared with a four line ov.

cachet stating, wrongly, that if
commemorated the opening of stag
3 of the Empire Air Mail Scheme. |
show a cover (Fig. 1) with the
cachet which was cancelled &t

Canberra on 4th August and was Wd%&,&

carried to England on the servic

which left Rose Bay the following / g Jif=— ﬁ’r__, p
day. It was back-stamped at Harro\v NEETTTS G- fRI= VN
on 16th August. = -
£ ENKIRK, 3 2 4.
e A ol
. muganﬂss-smnl! ¢/
Figure 1

The first flight under the Empire Air Mail Schemeftl Sydney from the Rose Bay terminal on 2nd August
show a cover (Fig. 2) which was cancelled at Sydneist August and would have been carried to Ewgla
on this flight.
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First 0fficlal Reduced Alrmefl.

Mrs. M. Coen,
95 Hroadhursat uardana,
LONDON  N,W.6

ENGLAND.

Figure 2 L : .

The terminal had been brought into use a montheedhan the official opening. The first flying doservice
left Sydney on 5th July 1938. | show a cover (Bpwhich was cancelled at Sydney on 4th July amdezh
to England on this service.
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FIRST THROUGH FLYING BOAT
SERVICE. SYTWEY-SCUTHAMPTON
5th July 1938

Mr.Hudson Fyah,

e/o Colonel H.Burchall,
General Msnager,

Imperial Airweys Limited,
Vietoria Station,

LOMDA. 8. W.1. ENGLAND.

IF NOT DELIVERED WITHIN T4 DAYS
RETURN To BoOX 488 AA, SYDNEY

Figure 3

Censorship of Tanganyikan air mail in 1938
By Nick Guy

The first cover illustrated here (Figs. 1 & 2) wasstmarked at Moshi, Tanganyika on 28 SE 1938 amied
from East Africa by the Empire flying bo@astoron Imperial Airways flight KN 66, arriving at Athe on
2 October. There it received the black exchangdreb mark MEII, the Greek abbreviation of National
Currency Protection. It was then forwarded to Beaghere it received two backstamps of 6 Octolar.
Czechoslovakia a Czech censor passed it and appéestraight line violet handstamp CENSUROVANO.

Figure 1
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The dates of the postmarks clearly show the refmoGzechoslovak censorship. Czechoslovakia redgubn
to Hitler's demands that it cede the areas ofatsitory he called the Sudetenland, by orderingenegal
mobilization on 23 September. On 29 SeptembebJh@nd France signed the Munich Agreement, allowing
Germany to complete the occupation of the Sudatenty 10 October. Czechoslovakia, informed thétt if
resisted Germany it would stand alone, was foroexttept the occupation.

Figure 3
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Figure 4

The cover shown in Figs. 3 & 4 is less straightfamiv It was probably carried by Challenger on Irigle
Airways flight KN 46, arriving at Athens on 15 Mayrom there it was forwarded to Hannover whekgais
opened and resealed by the German authorities véfieh it was backstamped on 20 May. The sedl isa
Currency Control Examination label, but | am tolérany used currency control to carry out covert
censorship. Following the Anschluss of Austria &efmany, in March 1938 Hitler instructed the lganfe
the Sudeten German Party to make demands the Gtechk Government could not accept and the
Czechoslovak Government initiated a pamielbilizationon 19 May. While this cover may, therefore, have
undergone censorship as the Sudeten Crisis beggsurpably, for censorship to remain covert, theenay
control process must also have been serving itsdsfaurpose. Can anyone tell me whether thikédyito be

a censored cover or not?
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German POW card to New Zealand: airmail from Baghdal
By Robert Clark

The card shown in Figure 1 was sent by a New ZdaRO®W from Stalag XVIII D and has routing
instructions: ‘Airmail from Bagdad’ and ‘Luftpostanh Bagdad’ while all the other POW air mail covers
my collection sent from ltalian or German POW CarapbBlew Zealand are routed via Lisbon and the USA.

— T

: AIRMAIL — FRoM  BAGDAD -
l gtamrrﬁ?ﬂgsg iangenenpDStz_L FIRIST NHC H OAG DA D

A | % ’ Lae
.t h < p.—_.stkprte

ALk Ih. '_ "“'.'.'

Miss [ 0/9/\// A
Gebiihrenfrei! / NV RSE 5 /J

Abzender:

Vit s B oF
EDWARD  DANN QUELN

it 450 Steafle: . / / M Aﬁ /‘/
Lager-Bezeichnung: /9 3 57.{.. o /J/M fM A /V D ;

M.‘Stammlugar 306 {Xvni D) Lendesteil (Provinz] new

Nentschland [Allemagne)

Figure 1: POW card to New Zealand routed via Baghda

Stalag XVIII D was at Maribor in what is nhow Slovarand contained British and Commonwealth soldiers
captured in Crete or Greece. The date on the pdsti20 IV 24, but | assume that is a mistake simould
be 20 IV 42.

I am hoping that some readers will be able to ghe information on the route. Assuming that it wamt
Baghdad by surface then it could have been floemfthere by BOAC either to Cairo or to India anerthy
sea to Australia before being flown from there snNZealand.

Apparently there was a POW airmail service to Indarlin — Sofia — Istanbul by Lufthansa followeg b
Istanbul — Adana by train and then BOAC to IndiaAmlana — Lydda — Cairo and then what remained @f th
Horseshoe Route to Karachi or Calcutta. The routisguctions for that service were ‘Ab. Bagdad.’
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Empire Air Mail Scheme — Stage 3

New Zealand
By John C. Symons

Introduced on 28th July, 1938, the countries setwethis Third Stage of Empire Air Mail Scheme (ESM
were Australia, Banks Islands, Cook Islands, Fapiéfand, Fiji Islands, Gilbert and Ellice Islanddauru,
New Guinea, New Hebrides, New Zealand, NorfolkrdlaPapua, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Tonga. Many
of these services was not air all the way. The Mealand mail on the inaugural services for examphbes
carried by air to Sydney and then by sea to Waetlingr Auckland, and vice versa, and it is maithis
country which is the subject of this article.
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Figure 1.

Great Britain to New Zealand

The letter rate for EAMS was generally chargedtati1per half ounce and 1d. for postcards, althdbhghe
were exceptions. There is little doubt the vastamityj of mail carried was philatelic in nature, nwaf it from
Great Britain sent enclosed in plain covers, whié addition of attractive cachets. The first itdfig@re 1) is

a facsimile postcard of the 1911 First UK AerialsPoated at 1d., a not inappropriate and intergstin
connection. Posted in London on 27th July and asée to Dunedin, South Island, it was carried ortboa
Imperial Airways service SE1 from Southampton oth2Bily, arriving in Sydney on 6th August. On aativ
the mail for New Zealand was forwarded by sea.

New Zealand to Great Britain

Although the first service carrying EAMS mail dejeal from Sydney on 2nd August 1938, that from New
Zealand was delayed until the departure on 9th Budlight SW1. This was to ensure that the lastl ma
carried by sea to Great Britain arrived prior tattbarried by air. It transpired both servicesvadithe same
day 18th August.

The New Zealand postal authorities commenced dollgenail for carriage on the first EAMS servicern
Christchurch up to and including 3rd August and vi@svarded to Wellington where mail closed on 4th
August, on which date it was loaded on board thdddu Parker's MMWanganellawhich departed from that
port for Sydney arriving three days later in amphlae to connect with the EAMS service. Mail from
Auckland was forwarded aboard the Matson Line’sMgBiposadeparting on 5th August. The service SW1
departing on 9th August was the first flight of thew thrice weekly service from Australia to Gr8aitain.
The initial stage to Singapore was operated by QASITand from there on to Southampton, via Alexamdri
by Imperial Airways where it arrived on 18th August
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Figure 2 is an example of a Stage 3 EAMS cover fikew Zealand posted in Remuera, a suburb of Audklan
on 5th August and addressed to St. Andrews. It fleagn to England on the 9th August departure from
Sydney. However, it departed from Auckland the dayosting on the S$ariposa Cover carried on this
service addressed to Brighton. Note there is moaiiretiquette, no longer a requirement as alt fitass mail
was sent at the 1%d. rate. This cover featuredb@. King George VI definitive specially produceada
issued on 26th July for the new EAMS service.

EMPIRE AIR SERVICE

INAUGURATION OF
REGULAR AIR SERYICE

Figure 2.

Figure 3 is much the same as figure 2, excepttéodéparture from Wellington, it being carried tpdBey
aboard the MMWanganella It would have followed the same route as thasthated in figure 2 from Sydney

onwards to Southampton.

M. “rethiie OO ;
Akt Thraadfod Ab

Firm Url}:n‘.rh
*All-up® Empire &lr Mall £
Qa WE - Aunl, - Geeat Writain - z

vy ! o g e B PR | ".."'"

EL gkl iy
') ']

Figure 3.

Figure 4 is an example of a cover always populdn wbllectors, namely one flown in both directioriBhe
cover was posted in Waiuku in the Auckland regiorth August and was carried over the same routieeas
cover illustrated in figure 2, and on arrival waswWarded by rail and road to Pontefract in Yorkshwhere it
arrived on 19th August. The following day it waposted, readdressed to New Zealand, and frankbadawi
British King George VI 1%d. definitive. This ensdri¢ would have been carried by air to Sydney. Tbeer
was carried on Imperial Airways flight SE11 whiceparted from Southampton on 20th August, arriving i
Sydney on 29th. There it awaited the departurehefiext vessel for Auckland, finally arriving batck
Waiuku on 14th September.
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Figure 4.

New Zealand to other Empire Destinations

New Zealand was a popular source of Stage 3 cawensand above those sent to Great Britain. A glpic
example is illustrated in figure 5, posted in Wwdlion on 26th July 1938, and carried by sea to 8ydn
Australia following the inauguration of the thirdhgse of the Empire Air Mail Scheme. In Sydney itswa
passed to QANTAS for onward carriage to Egypt, tgiaced aboard flight SW1 which departed from
Sydney on 9th August and was transferred to Impgiiavays in Singapore, arriving in Alexandria ofth
August. There it terminated its flight onboard ®/1 service to await a flight to Southern Rhodeslas,
flight DS119, departed the following day and catribe cover as far as Beira, Mozambique, arrivin@bst
August. Again it was off loaded, and flown to Shlisy on a flight of the Rhodesian and NyasalanavAyrs.

At Salisbury it was transferred to the care of pbstal authorities who carried the cover overlam8indura,

some 50 miles to th@orth east.

EMPIRE AIR SERVICE

Mr,D.? . Racon,
/0 Standard Bank of South Africs

Ltd.,
P.0,Box I, :
BIHDURA , |
SOUTHERN RHODES1A,
| INAUGURATION OF REGULAR AIR SERVICE CARRYING ALL FIRST CLASS MAIL TO GREAT BRITAIN
k=
Figure 5.

Like the cover illustrated in figure 5, that in dige 6 was flown south from Alexandria on Imperiatways
DS119, and off loaded at Lourenco Marques in MoZgody forwarded to Johannesburg, and from there
onward to Pietersburg, arriving on 23rd August.t@ese last two sectors the cover was carried @race
operated by South African Airways. There it remdinatil 14th September when it was reposted farneto
New Zealand by sea. There is no date to confirm d¢iiits arrival. The three bar cancel struck atbe
Pietersburg address is not an air mail cancellatioth simply a mark to indicate its return to sendéo
evidence can be found to indicate what appears #othree bar jusqu’a was ever used as such.
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EMPIRE AIR SERVICE

Pieteraburg,

o .
TRARGVAAT .
'__":if e

INAUGLIRATION OF REGULAR AIR SERYICE CARRYING ALL FIRST CLASS MAIL TO EHHTW

Figure 6.

The cover (Figure 7) is another of considerablerggt and complexity. Posted in Invercargill, Sdstand,
the cover was transported overland by rail andyfesrWellington from where it was forwarded by dea
Sydney (see above for detail of QANTAS and ImpeAalways flight). Franked 1%d. and superscribed
“FIRST EMPIRE AIR MAIL,” it belies Sierra Leone merarship of EAMS. No British Colony in West
Africa ever joined EAMS. That the cover reachedi@ié.eone is not in doubt given the incomplete tonea
postmark on the reverse of the cover dated 3rdeSeyr (Figure 7a).
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Figure 7. Figure 7a.

A second incomplete postmark on the reverse cogfamval in Sierra Leone on the same day, butahge
taken took some resolving. Two options presentesinielves, firstly via Khartoum and West Africa,
secondly via England, initially to Southampton ampkrial Airways flight SW1, and from there to Fi@en.
The route via Khartoum was quickly rejected on ddgice of Peter Wingent, justified by the lack i@nsit
cancellations invariably found on covers travellthgough West Africa. This left carriage from Englathe
sole option. Again Peter pointed the way forwardvpling details of shipping movements to Sierraneo
published inThe Timeof 16th August 1938 (Figure 7b). On 22nd Augustitimil departed from England for
carriage to West Africa (Dakar) aboard the Frenelckpt Canada there is no mention of the port of
departure. Referring to the Shipping Line sectibthe Airline Timetables Images website it was fduhat
the SSCanadawas owned by the Fabre Line (Compagnie Généraldadigation a Vapeur Cyprien Fabre)
and served the West Coast of Africa operating dutarseilles. Thus it is assumed the cover wouldeha
been forwarded overland to the French port. Furémguires were made with London’s Guildhall Library
who confirmed thaCanadadeparted from Marseilles on 23rd August, callingdakar on 31st August and
Kotonu (today’s Benin) on 8th September. Gividre Times'Shipping News of 16th August and the details
furnished by the Guildhall Library it would seemnctusively proven that this cover arrived in Freatoon
3rd September.
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Suam:AirMailss .. .. ..!Aug. 17 8 p.m.
Air Maiist o es a. Aug, [9 R p.m,
P. & O. (Raipinana) 5 .. Aug. 18 6 p.m,

Stemma LEONE : Ajr Mailsy .. Aug. 17 8 p.m.
ED.(Ab1) .. 2% = JAug. 17 2am,
Fr. pkt. (Capada) ., . o Aug, 22 7.30a.m.

Figure 7b.

From Freetown it was forwarded by rail to Moyambaad to Sembehun, and finally to its destination in
Bonthe, situated on Sherbro Island by riverboatrtive Jong River. At which point it was discovetbd
recipient Mrs. L.W. Wilson had departed from Bonteaving a forwarding address in Exeter, Devon; the
cover was immediately readdressed, and placedibtxkhe mail service, returning to Freetown. Fribvere

it would most likely been carried by sea back taland; there are no arrival cancellations for Benth
Exeter.

Figure 8 illustrates a cover posted on 9th Augusthristchurch, South Island addressed to IngerSoitario,
Canada. It was forwarded to Wellington from wherevas shipped on board the $&&nganellato Sydney
and flown to Southampton on Imperial Airways inatuservice SW1. Arriving on the 18th August, it
concluded the first sector carried by air. From I&nd the cover was shipped across the Atlantic simo
certainly on board a liner of the Canadian PacBteamships Company. The vessel departed from
Southampton and terminated in Montreal, from whenmay well have completed its travels overland to
Ingersoll. There are no transit or arrival postrsaf&anada was a member of EAMS and therefore geludr
1%.d. would have been appropriate for a single weigfiter. Franked 3d. this must therefore be a Boub
weight letter, with the additional 1d. being a L&g=.

INAUGURATION OF REGLILAR AIR SERVICE CARRYING ALL FIRST CLASS MAIL TO GREAT BRITAIN

Figure 8.

The cover posted in Dunedin, South Island on 26tl, lind addressed to Des Moines, lowa, USA, and
illustrated in figure 9 raises a number of issUd carriage of this cover between New Zealandd®4 has

no connection with EAMS. However, the postmark datie first day of sale for the 1¥%d. stamp introed

for use on covers carried on routes eligible utiderterms of EAMS. Thus this cover has to be seemfast
day cover, and not associated with the EMPIRE AERSICE INAUGURATION OF THE REGULAR AIR
SERVICE between New Zealand and Great Britain asgecial cover indicates.

Initially thought to be insufficient the 1%2d postagaid for the carriage of this cover between the t
countries, was confirmed to be correct thanks tb Btark, the rate of 2%d. per %2 oz. for mail catty sea

was increased on 2nd August. This would accounthf®itime in transit of 34 days, air mail would badeen

approximately seven days. No attempt was madevyodiad collect any outstanding charge.



Imperial Airways Gazette Decemb@t 7 (Issue 52)

Mr.Geo.E.Virden,
P.0.Box 834,
Dé#s Moines, .
AN Ibl'l,d e
;rﬁgﬂﬁp ATlll? 'si:u?uft.:.i ~ Udited States Amsrica.

Figure 9.

The cover illustrated in figure 10 was also postedunedin, South Island on 26th July and addressed
Gatun, Canal Zone. Forwarded to Wellington the coweuld have been forwarded by sea, carried onbaard
ship owned by either the Shaw Savill Line, or trmm\Zealand Shipping Company, both of which operated
across the Pacific Ocean to England via the Par@amal with departures from Wellington. Althoughsthi
cover commemorates the inauguration of EAMS, iusthde viewed as a FDC for the issue of the new.1%d
postage stamp like the previous example. The frap&f the two 1%d. postage stamps is correct fitouble
weight letter.

EMPIRE AIA SERVICE

INAUGURATION OF
REGULAR AIR SERYICE

Figure 10.

Summary

The three stages of EAMS introduced in the midate [1930s was a revolutionary scheme, and one
which has to be seen as a fitting innovation inhiséory of world postal services. Many particigaptoduced
special covers and cachets to acknowledge the umatign of this new service, New Zealand was probab
the most prolific as this article illustrates, nott the EAMS inauguration, but also the first ddyssue of the
new 1%2d. King George VI definitive.
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A miscellany
Material provided by Laurence Kimpton

Laurence sent four items, describing them as falow

Following up the June 2017 issue, with Terry'sAitalantabrochure, a scan of the cover of the same one but
in Afrikaans, also dated July. When opened out side shows a large cutaway picture of an Atalanta i
flight.
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Right:

Also following the : -
June issue, aused = St
"official" cover for

the first 1A flightto ' PAR AVION ! e :

————m ek

Bahrain. Posted
London 30 Sept s
1932, backstamped ~ ,
Bahrain 7 Oct. :
Signed by pilot
Captain J (?) Perry.

[ By am wai | B

SUPERFINE BANK PAPER

For AIR MAIL and FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENCE

Left:

Front cover sheet from a pad of
"Superfine Bank Paper for Air
Mail and Foreign
Correspondence featuring
Mercury-Maia."
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Probably a cover from Argentina flown by Imperiahways hasn't appeared before.

C/0 THE CEMENT LININGS LIMI'TED
186 RAILWAY PARADE, X O G A R A H;

e
1

Registered cover to Australia posted at BuenossAor 2 December 1936. Backstamped at Marseilles
("Marseille Gare Avion") on 6 December, Darwin dhDec., TPO South NSW' on 22 Dec. & Kogarah NSW
on 23 Dec. Probable routing: Syndicato Condor (@earrawned airline allied to Deutsche Luft Hansa) to
Natal, Brazil. As it has a Marseilles backstampbaialy Air France to Marseille rather than DLH. Tdevas
close co-operation between DLH and Air France igtttme. Alternatively although the cover is endat$via
Condor" it could have been flown by Air France tighout (Air France had introduced an all-air Paris-
Buenos Aires service in January 1936). Probabiy ti@ Brindisi to connect with Imperial Airways s@re
IE504 departing on 11 Dec. The service left Singapm 18 Dec. which fits the Darwin backstamp of 19
Dec. It seems strange that it was unloaded at DaawiQantas DH86 'Canberra’ operated the senooe fr
Singapore to Brisbane. It is a commercial busimeser even though it is franked with many stampsot

by the sender on the back refers to reports andi§paopies of documents being sent by ordinary. mae
sender &/or his contact in Australia were probaiitylatelists.

Fake Atalanta post cards
By Peter Wingent

In Issue 50 (Dec. 2016, pages 10 to 12) |
illustrated examples of post cards featuring
Atalanta superimposed on photographic
views in South Africa. | have now come
across another card featuring her flying
dangerously low over Victoria Falls! To my
shame | can’t remember how | came by the
photo so if it was from one of our readers,
please let me know and | will acknowledge
your contribution in the next issue.

The photo ofAtalantais not the same as the
one used on most of the other cards.



Imperial Airways Gazette Decemp@t 7 (Issue 52)

An extraordinary Imperial Airways flight from south ern Africa
By John Berridge

The performance of Imperial Airways service fronutb@rn Africa during 1932 was generally poor. Hoereiv
should be remembered that this 6,000 mile longertwatd only been started at the end of 1931 andtthe

through some of the most hostile parts of the waitth tropical storms and landing grounds at highuale. In

addition the aircraft used were, to say the Idéistsy and underpowered with a poor record of kality. The

sheer scale of the route demonstrates the optimaisthforesight of Imperial Airways as early pioneefs
aviation.

Flight AN 70 demonstrated the problems faced dndtilated the absolute determination of Imperiaivaiys to

succeed. This flight left Cape Town on Wednesddylg 1932 and made good progress as far as Saligbu
Southern Rhodesia, arriving on schedule the foligvday having left Johannesburg at 04.00 that mgrnihe

de Havilland DH66 G-EBMYCity of Baghdachad been refuelled and checked over the evenirydefeady
for another early start at 04.00.

At Salisbury, the passengers were joined by Géfalder, of South Mimms, Hertfordshire, who was neing
to London after a business trip to Rhodesia. Myd€a was so impressed with Imperial Airways thatnete
to The Timeshe same day as he arrived home. The followiramiextract from his letter:

“... I would like to take an early opportunity of eegging my admiration for
the efficiency and thoughtful care for the comfoirtpassengers. The journey was in itself
remarkably interesting, embracing as it did, suchasety of conditions, climate and scenery.
It is in fact a unique experience and quite apaothf the immense saving in time, a voyage
well worth undertaking.”

The flight continued to keep to schedule and Mbayd,anganyika, was reached that evening. Folloveing
very early 03.30 start, theity of Baghdadanded at Dodoma, Tanganyika, where the pilot \&k&ert ill with
fever and a doctor refused to let him fly. Withivef hours a relief pilot had been flown down froraifdbi,
nearly 400 miles away in Kenya. A quarter of anrhafter his arrival, the plane took off and theopiinade
an excellent night landing at Nairobi. The next ,dafter another 04.00 departure the flight was back
schedule. The mail and passengers continued Hanting at Kisumu, where there was a change ofadirc
to theCity of Stonehavera Short S8 Calcutta flying boat. Juba in the Sudas reached that evening and
following the Nile, Khartoum the next day and th&fadi Halfa and Aswan. But the difficulties were yet
over.

As the aircraft was leaving Aswan it developed padirouble and it just managed to get back to Aswan
where it made a tricky down-wind landing. The aftmwas unable to continue and Imperial Airways enad
arrangements for the passengers to continue tcaAtlia by train. A further extract from Mr Kaysel&ster
reads:

...There being several hours to spare beforertia teft, a taxi was procured for us
and we were thus enabled to see the Temple ofe?hilaich at this time of year, for about three vegek
entirely uncovered.... On the return journey we barstre and were rescued by an Englishman, Mr Walke
working on the dam.... He took us into town as fathashbank where we found our pilot in further diffties.
The Egyptian Railway authorities had refused toegtdhis signature for our tickets and the NatioBahk of
Egypt was refusing to allow him to draw on thenmalbow the Imperial Airways ground representativedim
the same. ... Things were thus in rather a bad walwas closing time for the bank and the train wag to
leave in an hour and a half; however Mr Walker vgenerously gave the pilot a cheque to the turi&06fon
his private account to help us out of our diffigulfll the available sleepers were obtained forans made
the journey as comfortable as circumstances woeftd.

We left Alexandra a day late but, in spite of thig,making Brindisi in one day we were able to katdrain
that arrived in Paris at the correct time.
Thus Imperial Airwaystriumphed over all obstacles and landed the mail at the scheduled time.
I am your obedient servant,
Gerald Kayser.
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This was an amazing adventure covering nearly 5000 in 10 days with the passengers and maweleld
on time. Despite the many possible disasters erteredy it demonstrated the sheer tenacity of thossved
with Imperial Airways 85 years ago.
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The cover shown above departed Bulawayo aboardceeAN70 on 7th July 1932. It was endorsed
Athens, Berlin and Londonso that at Athens it was to be transferred toDbatsche Lufthansa service to
Berlin and London. This was to ensure faster ageito catch the lindtmpress of Canadsailing on 15 July
for Canada to connect with the special aircrafrygag mail to the Strait of Belle Isle to the Impr
Economic Conference at Ottawa.

However, due to AN70 arriving at Athens one daw,lahe cover missed the DLH service and also the
Empress of Canadand did not reach Ottawa until the 29th July. Trad. postage comprises 1/2d. per ¥z oz.
air mail fee, plus 4d. registration.

Note During the Imperial Economic Conference thereenfaur accelerated air services from London to
Ottawa. Mail was flown on a special service froonton to Cherbourg to connect with a liner leaviog
Canada. On arrival at the Strait of Belle Isle fing of three aircraft (two seaplanes and a ldeuuip for the
final section) flew the mail the remaining 1,000exsito Ottawa, thus gaining two days in transietim



