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Editorial

Another December edition, so | take this opportutotwish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healtlgw
Year and happy and successful collecting in 2017.

This is our fiftieth edition and | suppose it ismige of me that apart from noting it here, | havemanaged to
come up with an idea to mark it in any other waldowever it is a bumper edition, being larger tlodimer
recent ones and once again contains articles ddeavariety of topics.

A glance at the Contents page opposite reveald taattributed six of the first eight items in thgsue. For
this | feel rather guilty and, indeed, my very lagéention is to hog the pages of this magazindéadn | would
be happy to fill them with all of your material andne of mine. So to explain: | format your conitibns as
| receive them and after sending out the June jssu8eptember | had received nothing! A littlenigaset in
and so | started writing some pieces thinking that was going to be a ‘thin’ issue. Fortunately,autumn
arrived, five more of you (the usual stalwartsyoom | am always so grateful) returned from holglayd
gardening and sat down at their keyboards.

You will see that the disc contains, apart from ¥erd and PDF versions of this edition, a foldemed
“Daedalus cover.” Within are scans of 18 sheetschvtstan Wheatcroft produced many years ago, all
pertaining to a cover from the U.K. to the Belgi@ango. I'm sure that at some time you have allemvh
writing up a cover, found there is just too mucteiasting information about it to fit on a singheest. In this
instance Stan decided not to try and went to theraéxtreme by seeing how many sheets he couldipeod
relating to a single cover. These sheets are nemed by Terry Hare-Walker who kindly scanned ana se
them to me.

Yet another book on Imperial Airways and its susoes was published this year. It is written by|Rauvis,
Senior Archivist at British Airways Archives (nowamed British Airways Heritage Collection evidenty
does every name have to be changed — and alwayss lovager?!). The title is “Mapping the Airways”dit

is published by Amberley Publishing. The 160 pagmssist mainly of colour illustrations of 1A, BOA&hd
BA publicity material which has at least a loosamection with maps, charts or indications of di@tt The
publication price is £17.99 but | obtained a copy just under half that on Amazon. For that price
recommend buying it because it contains imagesfaps which possibly have never been publisheorbef
and certainly, if you have an interest in 1930stguoart, you will not be disappointed. | shoulddatat
around two thirds of the book relates to adverjahthe 1920s and 1930s. It is in landscape foreéttle
under A4 size. If you ‘google’ “Mapping the Airwslyyou will find examples of pages which should eyiv
you a better idea about it than all my words!

Bill Legg wrote to me advising a book which may difeinterest to members entitled “Born of Adversity,
Britain’s Airlines 1919 — 1962” by Guy Halford-Mamid. Bill wrote that, “Only three of the seven ptaas
deal with events up to 1945 and there is not adesiaig mail cover as the text deals with Governnolicy
and such like but I still found it interesting.”

As always, | have to beg for you to keep sendingomtributions for the June 2017 edition. Agaig, a
always, | have absolutely nothing for it at thediof writing this. The first edition of this magae is dated
September 1993. It has been going for 23 year# beeds your help to continue. Finally, onceiagabig
thank you to those who contributed to this edition.

* % x % \/ery important ~ please note the followgp * ** *

Being December, it is the time to remind you tihat subscription for 2017 is due. The rates afelksvs:

For a disc version£4 for UK residents£6 for residents outside UK. (Cheques payablae please)
For a paper versiof10for UK residents£13for residents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggmgil address shown opposite.)

I'm afraid that yet again in this editorial | amigg to be very grumpy by saying that if | do note&e your
subscription, | shall assume that you have decieicho longer wish to receive the Gazette
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The wireless man'’s shirt and the windsock
By Peter Wingent

Whilst searching the internet for information relgtto Capt. Tony Gladstone, by pure chance | caoness
an account of a flight from Cairo to Nairobi writtby a lady named Nellie Grant. It is a wondeyfgitaphic
description of events and although she does net tljig dates of the flight, without doubt she wasdHing

on IA service AS279 which departed Cairo on 2 Oetob935. Both this service and the following one
(AS280) were involved in both minor and major aecits which she describes very accurately, coldyrful
and in great detail.

Nellie Grant emigrated with her husband to ThikaKenya in 1912 to start life as coffee farmersnding
with them their then five years old daughter Elbpein 1931 Elspeth married Gervas Huxley, coudin o
Aldous Huxley, and during her long life, she di@d1i997, Elspeth Huxley wrote over thirty books, gnan
relating to life in Kenya, the most well known bgifThe Flame Trees of Thika.” The account by hethrer

of her flight in 1935 comes from an anthology edlityy Elspeth Huxley, entitled “Nine Faces of Kenya]
and it is this which | found on the internet in &ggbe books’ [2].

Nellie Grant travelled from Cairo in the HP#brsa, operating service AS279. Her graphic descriptbn
events includes descriptions of the delaysHtursa the reasons for which, so far as | am aware, were
previously unknown, except as dots representingeather delay’ and ‘aircraft trouble’ on the IA nemwent
chart [3]. Nellie Grant’s account adds so muckrnesting detail to these bland symbols. Right ftbenstart
she doesn’t mince her words and her redoubtablactes shines through the whole piece:

R had to change into the Horsa at Cairo. I thhont were Proctor, Megson, self and two of thesim
lousy, affected, giggly, selfish English girls ywamiever seen, going on a visit to Entebbe. Aweaweant from
Cairo, destination Khartoum, coming down at Assluitxor, Wadi Halfa (lunch) and a new place, Kareima
Took off at 6.30 pm from there and on came severthbubs (sand whirlwinds). The machine was chucked
about anyhow, the pilot could only just controlhe couldn’t get through to Khartoum on the wirsleso at
7.45 pm they turned round to make back to Kareinddis is a tiny place with only one European, the
wireless man [Editor: figure 1 shows the terrifying sight of alioub over Khartoum.]

Along came the old Horsa, the pilot tried
do a downwind landing in terribly bag
visibility with very sketchy flares, took th
hell of a bump, then another, when our win
hit some hillocks or something. Off
fluttered to have another go, had to do
terrific bank to miss a tent, which actuall
did remove our starboard wingtip light, an
caught our left wing in the sand. So When |
finally came to rest, it was to find the fabrl
torn on both wings. It was rather alarmin
because of the extreme dark and howliQ
wind and lots of lightning. However, th
only casualty was a broken leg to my spe
which got trodden on. We bundled out into the des&bout half a m|Ie away Was the wireless mdnig
where he produced three beds, so the lousy ones slagt in his garden and the rest on the airstripthe
tent or outside - most wisely the latter as theeeaascorpions in the tent.

Fig. 1

There was a marvelous steward on board, a perfegt, ine produced enough food and drink that nigbrnfr
the plane (emergency rations). We were called atn5and foregathered to embark, the staff havingkawm

all night to mend the wings with the wireless mashigt and the windsock. But as the pilot was [sitegp in,

he noticed that a strut had snapped off, and exaticin revealed quite serious wing damage, so we all
bundled out again into the sand, and they wirelésge Cairo for engineers and parts. The steward
commandeered a donkey and galloped off to theaatilage to get eggs, etc. We passed the dagstsie
might .......... The poor relief plane — an Avro monapla met frightful weather, couldn't find us at, @bt
knocked all over the place, and finally arriveddtartoum at midnight with four minutes of petrdt.lelt got

to us next day about 10 am. Meanwhile we'd readlgt quite a good party ......... The lousy girls gotseor
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and worse, wilting and grousing. No one could bsaeaking to them, they were so nasty. Finallgd to
speak to them sharply ....... It turned out that theshl was really badly damaged, so the Avro toothree
females, the ltalians, the German and the IndiarKib@artoum and went back to fetch the others with th
minimum of luggage — | personally have only whsthd up in. The next thing is, how to get us away...
The Italians had two grand planes waiting for tharmd fluttered away quickly to Eritrea. It came the
wireless that the war had begun, though the LeadMdations said it hadn’t (It had) ...........

That Saturday morning at Khartoum the
rest of our passengers were brought in by
the Avro. The Hanno, the next service
after ours from Croydon, arrived on time
on Saturday evening but they wouldn't let
anyone on board, it was full to the brim;
they took our mail and departed. We
gnashed our teeth and settled down to
another day at Khartoum ......... At 5 pm
on Sunday in came the mended Horsa. (A
1 am we were called and proceeded to t
aerodrome, sat in the plane waiting to g¢
when the wind suddenly change
necessitating a completely new set
flares. Then up came a couple of heaWy
thunderstorms and our cautious, slightly-shattezagtain had us bundled back to the hotel at 3 &h7 am

we really did get off; gave Kosti a miss and so kadly mostly at about fifty feet to save petiblyvas
definitely bumpy. Got to Juba about 6 pm to betge with the news that the Hanno, hurrying on aheth

our mail, had crashed at Entebbe. A tyre had bimrghe air, in the dark. The pilot evacuated gwsre to
the very back of the plane and did his
best, but it was a crash all right. The pilot
went through the windscreen, but was
only shaken. We saw the poor Hanno
yesterday, its nose buried in the ground,
both paws missing, one wing hanging by a
thread and the two propellers firmly
established in the front cabin. They'd had
a nasty moment, as one engine wouldn'’t
stop until the petrol was switched off and
the exhaust kept billowing flames. It was
a marvellous escape ....... They sent two
Atalantas for us to Juba which we left at 5
am Tuesday and proceeded uneventfully
by the usual methods to Nairobi which we
reached at 2.30 pm.

Nellie Grant's description of the

appearance dflannoafter the crash is
very accurate as can be seen in the
photographs comprising figures 2, 3
and 4, taken by Frank Payne before
repair work commenced. He was
employed by Imperial Airways in Easty
Africa between 1934 and 1936, but i
what capacity | do not know.

The chart in figure 5 shows the
movements between Cairo a
Johannesburg of all the aircraf
involved in the operation of service
AS279 and AS280.
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Examples of mail which were being carried by Hennowhen she crashed at Entebbe can be found. The
cover shown in figure 6 is an example, having h@ested in London on 28 September 1935. BecHas®o

was carrying the mail of two services (AS279 an®8@, covers posted in the U.K. between 25 Septembe
and 1 October 1935 would have been on board.

E. _F KEMT". ES:},,
P.@ Box. 6947

JQHHNNEEM_RC-.

Trarsvans,

Soutn FFRica
Fig. 6 (the reverse is blank)

The accident was reported in both “The Times” nepsp, 8 October 1935 edition [4] (figure 7) and in
“Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports,” 11 October 198%tion [5] (figure 8).

AIR LINER WRECKED 1IN
EAST AFRICA

PASSENGERS AND CREW
UNHURT

The Impenal Airways liner Hazno,
Aving southward on the London and Cape-
town service, oserturned in landing at
Kampala, Ugznda, on Monday evening.
Our Kampala Correspondent ielegraphs
that the acroplane was wrecked and the
pot, Captain 1. T, Percy, thrown out of
his cockpit, but the passcngers and crew
were unhurt.

The Hanno is a machine of the Han-
nibal class. After landing at Kampala. the
airport for Entebbe, she should have flown
on to Kisumu, where passengers and matls
are transferred to an Atalanta 13 pe mono-
plane for the completion of the journey o
Capetown. Mews of the accident was sent
to Kisumu, and th: machine waiting
there was flown to Kampala, 150 miles
awiy, 1o take over the Hanno's passengers.

The cause of the accident is stated to
have been a burst tyre.  Imperial Airwayvs
in London were unable to confirm a
report  that the aeroplane had  been
struck by lightning and the tvee thus
damaged in mid-air.

Fig. 7

ACCIDENT TO AIR LINER AT
ENTEBBE, UGANDA

Hampala, Oct. 7—The Imperial Air-
ways linep HANNO overran the acrodrome
landing ground at Entebbe yesterday and
the pilot was burled through the wind-
gcreen.  Both wings were buckled, two
propellers were amashed and ong of the
engines was forced into the eabin. The
HANNO was practically wrecked, Relief
"planes arrived from Kisumu this morning
and conveyed the passengers and mails
sonthwards.—Hener,

Fig. 8

“The Times” report is incorrect in stating that thenno was
landing at Kampala. Since 1933 the HP42s usedbBatairfield
which was approximately 20 miles distant from Kafapa

The report shown in figure 9, from the “Bulawayor@ficle,”
Saturday, 12 October 1935 edition [6], confirms IieGrant’s
statement thaHannowas carrying the mail of two services and,
in addition, it contains a very detailed descriptmf the crash at
Entebbe by one of the passengers: an engineer néfatdr F.
Harlow.
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A RECORD RESULTS FROM
AIR MAIL MISHAP

o A _4_____

Letters fmm London to Bulawayn
in Six Days

SERIES of accidents resulted in one air mail arriving
i Bulawayve on Tuesdav a day and a half late and the
lallowing one arriving lwo dave nhead of time, creating a

411 W'tl'_i'l:nr:':!. One ol these
ousntss to have happened (o
Africa since the scwim was

seidents,

the first of any seri-
an Imperial Airways liner in
inaugurated nearly two years

ngro, wag the crash upon landing at Entebhe atter dark on
Suriday of the imq Humu w’nch had on boaid mails and

Fpussongers of the p_'E\lC_ILI.h nir mail.

li'l.t" ]_\Ir'.'l.nﬂ WIS inj-LII'l;'tl'.’]., 1|'|.|;‘.|L'.:‘;

Ne one travelling in
i one of the pilots, who was

1]'I.I1:I"|'-"!'I rhl't}t.lg[i'l lJ'H‘ w'm{]sc.ref.'ﬁ, h?_‘id o NAaTrow -essape,

"]"’E[l*‘. Haape, which Wit Tanden on
) Oietober 2. overtook last Salur-
day nl Kargima the plave éenriving
mivile whicheshould bave mrvived here
e Mondsse  CPhE  plane © had Taad
irasuble  ands the Banse took over
the malbs ol passongers ol Ko

Al Bnde o8 el hasle s ol

b overtakd  the sohedule on which !
thipse_mails and Cpassengers woro
trveiting.  The Hanoae, oo Uil ro-
cord  Ureaking: schedide,  left Jula
alter limelbeon © on:  Sandsy.  for

Polgmg, o A houe il 8 B belere
iching Boletbie, which les o0 the
Tt the
thunderatoy. at.ﬂum])mlu! L vivid
Hghtnbng, With 1 Toud Lu]mt-t the
tiphhhw.m tyre bibst i Lhe air, and
AT vibboyns.  Landing ot lin-
Tobie, nr about eight o'clock that
mignk. thie Fanng ploughed the whoel
without o tere Into seft PErewizd ond
turned up on her nosc.

Relielr  Muachise,

Thie Atalanto wos lawn Croon Kisg-
ik an o veliel aaehine, ol trying
to eateh up with fhie &ehodule of the
mnehilsde wehlch . hail hagd trouble: at
Eateimin, hidtie all regords for  the
Jotrmey Lrom Cropdon o Bulawayo,
andd Mawded . the Hanno's amall saod
phEsenpers iy Bulnwnys on Tuesday
pearly two days ahead of schodulod
L.

& -aramntle stoty of-the erash af
thi Franno, wien it linded st En-
Eebhe was told te-g reprisentative
e The: Hulﬂmm Chrtmicie Ty M.
WRILer B Hapliin, whn brnsedlpd
o B eEen feom: Biigland. M. Har-
T 45 mil englncer, replescols
the mtmunt:mal Combustion,: Lid..
of Desk builders of mibping ma-
shimgrs, dnd he wiil remain i Bula-
wakn For ca forbuight,” affer whith
ha M’ll m’.‘ﬂlmhhl travdll o Tohannes=
Wiy o businoss for Rk firm. which
g a hrmmh thspre,

A CNEENT Landing,

"!"hoc maaching was a Hsm:]lr-l Fapo
==Ehd Huu," sid B L Huarlow,
Rhen W arEod ale 'L{{Etmmm in the
e Povind Ehat the i plane
'i'hﬁ"[)ﬁ Tl Tﬁm a m&,hL Il
ami; Iﬁ(tl brbi.‘an b _‘urrncrtl:ina
1

Lerhi land-
5 fiiie W hen
e el Rhut:qum n_a:lv b neet

rmr.g G R T R
apailEl We had lunch
Sluen mnd the palol Capt. Bamo
e, ﬂa:-t;ldaq! ho mim Kisum. B

Eenne van into o ey

st

| tween Jubi and Entebbe wo ran into

o vy heavy thunderstorm.  WWo
etimbed cver hlils ot 5.000 feor, amid
wiviil lighEndng.

"TagRing over Victoria Nyanza 1
bheard a Towd reporl. which I touk to
e nospay or & sbrut fracturing. Dut
| wehich turned out to be the vight-hand
by, which wis hanging in rib-
hens"

Lhary Heeords.

With regard to the actual landing
4l Fntebbi, the Tollowing. extracts
are taken from & diary which My,
dHar!uw has kept since lesving Croy-

[RTT RS

“\We approoched Entebbe  and 1
could sec landing flares at thi acro-
droine marked but thus:

b Ei S T L

X

“Plint brought her down and sewve-
ral Megnts fMashed by  before  he
touehed, Then there was & crack and

ko fmmediately opened out and
zoomed.  Rose again and went  out
over the sea (or lake] and  after

manceuvring brought her agiin into
the landing areg. Ho touched and
grouriiod hut appearcd to have con-
siferable impetus.® Then there wasg L
erash and Lhe Tower vight-hand side
enging broke through the wall of the
fore cabin ang appeared to he ox-
haugting into the cabin, The air was
filled with what I found afterwarda
to be the insulation
[some type of 'ﬁrﬁﬂ”

"1 toolk cutb & penknife and hack-
ol gt the cc:!lu[uu! window  and
;11‘1]151{‘:’(3 to eut It out T went
thraugh head¥first on to the gt-asa

Tail in Aijr.,

"I feund the trachine w:th her tail
iy lhe air and her engine still ‘rev-
¥ing" Saw the second pliot running
ahout and he said he could not stop
it. Was afrald remainder of passen-

el all had escaped through the door
#f the reay except one member wha
was dlragged out later. Fortunately

Churmt.
had T drossed,
wore smothorad i ol —.
seiipbhered in wonl, Engine was uiti-
mately stopped withoul fire hreaking
oub. We woes talien by car to Mam-
Bl and sceordmodated far  Ehe
nlgh. ~Adtogether "L sory onasty e
"Jitr:ﬁnr:r' s

T, Mariow s Lhe pilol i Lo
N praisod rur having wmade the very
h&BL Uut of an cxcredmgly hael job,

of the cahin

oors were inside, but was relieved tof

ag ciye was hurt—T only  had o eut.
Was faken Lo hospital aned:

Many passengers’
i T wuas
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After the crash thélannowas dismantled and shipped to Croydon where slserggaired. The photograph
in figure 10 shows sheer legs straddling her duttegdismantling process at Entebbe.

Fig. 10

On 27 April 1936 HP42Xannq fit for service once again, departed Croydon aredistribution flight to
Cairo, where she arrived on 2 May, having flown Raxis, Marseilles, Tunis, Tripoli, Benghazi, Amisaad
Sollum. On 8 May she flew to Alexandria, where stk over service AS341, which had departed Craydo
on 5 May. Hannooperated the service as far as Kisumu, where rsive@ on the 11th, and it was taken over
by the AW XV Amaltheawhich arrived Johannesburg on the 13th. Thusdler shown in figure 11, posted
in Aberfoyle, Stirling on 4 May 1936, was carrieg Hanno operating her first service since her crash in
October 1935.

Figure 11
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Forced landing at Pluckley
By Duncan Crewe

The two cards shown are of the Armstrong

Whitworth ArgosyCity of GlasowmG-EBLF) after it

had forced landed at Pluckley in Kent following

engine problems on 8 December 1926. It was en- -

route from Paris to Croydon when it broke a tappet =
rod in one engine over Cranbrook. The pilot, O|P. =l
Jones, tried to reach Lympne but with low ol
pressure on another engine he landed on the old |
station at Pluckley. The twelve passengers were 3
on to London by train. | do not know if mail wa
being carried - it would be impossible to tie a &oy
to that flight in any case as there were also Airdd
services.

(MR LINER DESGENT AT PLucKLEy
LJF.C &_q Ir"-?.ﬁ.

MR LINER DESGENT AT PLuchiey
pECE-9 (26,
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Unusual Imperial Airways’ ephemera
By Peter Wingent

In July 2016 the item shown in figure 1 was offecedEbay and sold for a lot of money! | thinkstvery
unusual to see the complete contents and the aligaillophane wrapper. | wonder how much bengfit |
passengers derived from the provision of thesesitefirhe wording in italics at the bottom of thgsaying
“Officially recommended to the Royal Air Forcés puzzling: t0” the RAF? Does that mean recommended
by LLA.? Surely recommenddxy the RAF? Strange!

[Fith Compitments of
Imperial Airways
i L.

Lo T
FoR USE ON THE TRIF.
jug ears lightly with cottan
P :ﬂﬂ or ribber PIUES-
he Chewing Gum '
mm 'u-m'ﬂui-imﬂm“‘-
Offinally rcemmentod fa 1A

Ade  Faret

Figure 1

| came across the photograph of the IA “ameniti€sskown in figure 2 whilst searching for otheirtgs on
the internet. It can be found at the following witd addressvww.croydonairportcalling.blogspot.co.uk

It was uploaded on 27 January 2016 by
Debbie Challis. She added the following
text to accompany the photo:

“When | was repacking some of our
Imperial Airways archives on Mondays, |
found the objects on the left all packaged
together in what seems to be an 'amenities
kit' from the 1930s.

The packet appears to be a flannel still in
its wrappings. In addition there is a
luggage tag, matches (smoking was only
banned on most UK flights in the mid
1990s), a pencil, lavender smelling tubes
from 'Boots’, and eau de cologne. An
insight in to what the passengers below on
an Imperial Airways HP-42 (Hengist)
would have had when flying? In fact, you
can see a few of the passengers smoking,
so the matches would have been useful!”

| have to question her statement that
smoking on aircraft was not banned until
the 1990s because three different versions
of IA “Notes for Passengers” (1930 &
1932) include the statement thalt ‘is
prohibited by Government Regulations to
smoke or light matches in the aeroplanes.”
However, six people are doing just that in
the photo to which she refers, which is
shown in figure 3 on the next page!

Figure 2
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Fake Atalanta post cards
By Peter Wingent

When Stan Wheatcroft was editor of the Gazettestheted the tradition of using an illustration wih
Christmas flavour on the cover of each DecembdioediReaders may remember that, with the intention
continuing Stan's tradition, | used the post cdrowsr now in Figure 1 on the cover of last Decentber’
Gazette. It features a dramatic photograph ofAe XV Atalantaflying through, | think, the Drakenstein
Mountains in the Cape Peninsular. The only troublthat G-ABPI never flew further south than nerthn
Europe!

When | came across a second card
(figures 2 & 3) featuring the same
aircraft and inscribed “Season’s
Greetings,” this time the plane
flying low over Johannesburg, a
first | thought | could use it on the
cover of this edition, but I quickly
realized that the photographs al
faked.

Not only do both post cards havEssas
exactlythe same photograph of G .=
ABPI but the first AW XV did not @
fly in South Africa until February
1933. The used card was postg
two months earlier.

(the Season’'s Greetings.

Hiulama" Foupr Engroed e 1
Operating on the Hfrican Bection

The card shown in figures 2 & 3 is franked at tberect 5d. rate for post cards to the U.K., introehliin
South Africa on 1 October 1932. It was flown b.lservice no. AN93 which departed Jo’burg. on 14
December 1932 and arrived Croydon 24th, havingaipdrone day early throughout in order to arrivéhin
U.K. in time for delivery of Christmas mail.
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The first Armstrong Whitworth

AW XV was namedAtalantaand Fig. 2 T
registered G-ABPI. It made its 3‘5&'351\};
first flight on 6 June 1932 at ) @Egm{gg
Armstrong Whitworth’s  Whitley .
Abbey aerodrome and its first
service flight, on 26 September,
between Croydon and Brussels.
The aircraft was returned toJmsi.
Armstrong Whitworth for minor g

flown by Alan Campbell-Orde ong 8§
20 October 1932, suffered ~ 4
complete fuel starvation just afteff -.Hm,ma---,_-m red s
take-off and was seriously_i_- thperating on the Bfrican Bection

damaged. The namialantawas - ' “erenr henion TR0 ot

- w—

. then transferred to the fourth
aircraft, G-ABTI, and after
rebuilding G-ABPlI was named
Arethusa In the reproductions of
* the cards here it may be too small to
see the aircraft name in the
photographs i&talanta

e — ‘. = LR o

| felt sure that the photograph was
familiar to me and after a little
searching, | located it in the June
1986 edition of “Aeroplane
Monthly.” It is the heading
photograph of John Stroud'’s article
on AW XV aircraft in his “Wings

{ of Peace” series. The caption reads,
“The first Armstrong Whitworth AW XV on a test filign its original form with_spatted mainwheélslt is
shown in figure 4 and is clearly the same photdyrap that featured on the post cards. [My undeuirior
emphasis of ‘spatted mainwheels’ which are cleseln].

| should point out that | discovered these cardsféer on Ebay and | do not own them. Having ficaind
the two shown above, | came across three more,rslrofigures 5, 6 and 7.

Figs. 6 and 7 use a different photograph of G-ABRAhich it looks as if the aircraft is about torputself in
The Karoo, rather than fly over it and, perhapsiawere dramatically, demolish the centre of Johabueg!

| wonder if any of our readers who specialise int8dAfrica can throw further light on these cardgmvide
examples of different ones.
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A
J

Fe = Imperial Airways Liner

Fig. 7

Copyright
slanta, L7028
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Movies and radio broadcasts on I.A. aircraft
By Peter Wingent

As well as the striking photo on the front covertlof issue, | hope readers will be interestedet® some
more photos | discovered on the internet depidiints and radio broadcasts on Imperial Airways r&fic |
cannot recollect ever reading even the briefesttimerof flms and broadcasts, so | would welcomg an
contributions which further our knowledge of whasuspect is a rather obscure subject. Am | coiirect
thinking that such things were not available redulan I.A. services, but just publicity gimmicks?

The screen appears to be blank in the photo
on the left, never-the-less the ‘passengers’
(ILA. staff?) are viewing it intently!

This photo was taken at the same time as
the one on the front cover, thus the film
“The Lost World” should be showing on
the screen.

| suspect the centre photo might be on boa
a U.S. aircraft.

The caption for the lower photo
reads, “Listening to the boat
race, 1931.” | wonder if the
reception was similar to that of
Radio Luxembourg — remember
those days?!
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Barotseland before and after R.A.N.A. arrived
By Peter Wingent

The district of Barotseland is situated in the havest corner of Northern Rhodesia, now Zambia, wamtd
1939 it was a very isolated area with access oyplsidw transport routes. The first Europeans ttdesthere,

in 1885, were missionaries of the Missions Evamgés de Paris, the Paris Missionary Society (PMP3yud

[1] states that the first administrative headquartéd Barotseland was opened in Lealui in 1897 civiwas
the same year the first postal service started fButawayo by runners. By 1905 mails were sent from
Bulawayo to Livingstone by train but from thereMmngu they travelled by dug-out canoe on the Zatinbez
River, a journey which could take anything from ttecsix weeks, depending on the state of the rividter
attacks on the canoes by hippopotami, they welaceg by flat-bottomed barges.

Until January 1939, when RANA opened a weekly aivige between Lusaka and Mongu, the only means of
conveyance of mail from Mongu and Mankoya continteede via the barges on the Zambezi River. | was
inspired to write this article when | obtained #t@ver posted in Mankoya shown in figure 1, couphéth
reading the following account which describes itadléts journey from Mankoya to Livingstone [2]:

Mgy, &0 Figure 1

“Mr. Gervas Clay wrote the following recollectionsthe Rhodesian Study Circle Journal:-

In the 1930’s | was posted to Mankoya in Barotseélafo get there, | went up the Zambezi river foeé
weeks in a flat-bottomed barge with a crew of padgland then walked for five days, and at thaetthere
was no quicker way of getting there. At Mankoyarttails were taken by runner as far as Mongu, whezg
were put on to mail barges for the journey down Zlaenbezi. The journey downstream could be done in
about eight days. | shall never forget the sighthe mail barge as it left very early one morninghe crew
were picked paddlers, and the pace at which theyeshadown river was most thrilling. Let it not thetight
that the mail barge had an easy trip to and fraar Fom it: there are innumerable rapids in theety and in

the dry season the water sinks considerably anérg sccurate knowledge of the rapids is neededeto g
through them. Going up the river the whole crewt tadisembark and struggle waist-deep in wateshjng

the heavy flat-bottomed barges against the cureent between the rocks. There was also one wadlterfal
which no barge could negotiate and here the barge mn ashore and towed through the sand for a oile
two by a team of oxen to rejoin the river abovefdils. | can remember more than one occasion wthen
mail was lost owing to the barge being upset byrate hippopotamus, but | have no recollection tha
mails were ever recovered. When the barges reakbedngula, forty miles from Livingstone, the maitye

put on a lorry and taken through the sand to tleatirt which was still the capital of Northern Rhodesi

From Mongu to Mankoya there was at that time nodrdaut only a mail path, and this ran through heavy
sand till it reached the Luampa River, from whichfar as Mankoya the path got steadily harder. ks
had its own three mailmen, who took it in turnsMak to Mongu and back, with a week’s rest at hame
between each journey.”
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The cover is datestamped Mankoya, 24 Sept. 193@hendivingstone backstamp of 9 October showsithat
this instance the runner — barge — lorry journeyktéifteen days. The Livingstone backstamp is tina
7AM, just in time for the cover to catch the 08F&fday train to Broken Hill, due there at 03.45%aturday,
10th. Thanks to Mr. Clay’s recollections, thisaafful part of the cover’s journey is brought tteli The
route taken is shown in the map in figure 2. lehhighlighted the places involved and added bluewas to
show the direction of the route. Figure 3 showmars at Kalomo ready to start for Mongu-Lealui.

OUTH ERN
lF|g.2

L—————"""CAPRI\| STRIP

From Broken Hill the cover was flown by I.A. ser@i@N385, which departed on 11 October and ran to
schedule until the HP4BRelenabroke down at Malakal on the 13th. The I.A. moeaichart for October
1936 [3] shows that on the 14th, the DHB&edaluswas sent from Khartoum and the Avro Tachillesfrom
Cairo to assist with the service. Because “TheeBihdid not publish the movements of all the aifitcra
involved, these details are not recorded in my dpko | shall provide them as an appendix to #nixle.

To return to Barotseland anc
Mankoya, pre-war commercial aif
mail covers from Mankoya, Mongu
and Mumbwa are seldom seen a
this is understandable because t
European populations of thes
places was very small. Describing
Mankoya in March 1939, IH.C{
Godfrey [5] stated thatOnly a |
District Commissioner and possibly e
a couple of European traders.
resided in this outpost. In the ,'
district however was a Seventh De&'
Adventist mission, on the Luam
River, which with other stra :
settlements possibly brought the k"'ml.

whole European population of the = :
Mankoya district up to a dozen.” Fig. 3

The population of Mongu was a little larger. Gegfidescribes it aSpne of the most remote and desolate
outposts of the British Empire, with a populatidnl@ss than 50 Europeans, and the centre for evere m
outlying administrative, trading and missionary fs...... the combined population of which possibly
amounted to another 30 or 40 Europeans.”
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When RANA commenced its air service from Lusakdttangu, apart from Mankoya the other intermediate
call was at Mumbwa. Here Godfrey estimated theogean population in 1939 to be three. However, he
goes on to say thdfThere was, however, a small gold mine — the Mataia the district which employed 30
or 40 others, and isolated mission stations arbeadound. Mumbwa is connected by a dry-weathed wigh

all the principal Northern Rhodesian towns lyingsegards and, consequently had, for years beenasecl
touch, comparatively, with the outer world.”

In January 1939, RANA commenced a once-weekly eivise between Lusaka and Mongu with calls at
Mumbwa and Mankoya. As the map in figure 4 shalwsse isolated places were then connected at Lusaka
with air connections to most African countries atdBeira, with Imperial Airways flying boat servicéo
Europe. A letter from Mankoya could then be flotive 240 miles to Lusaka in 2% hours. In comparifoe
1936 cover shown in figure 1 travelled 124 milesrbyner, 270 miles by barge, 40 miles by lorry #émeh

368 miles by train, taking sixteen days, to redghair service at Broken Hill.

Also in January 1939 RANA opened a service betwemmh Jameson and Lusaka. | will not relate theitseta
of these services here because Arthur Pratt [6]l&h@€. Godfrey [7] have written very thorough acots
which | strongly recommend to those who are inteks

e 3 H‘-""-j“' t Tameso a: 1\1
I N-RHODES 1A b o= ) \
I NQI'rnb_gﬁ;:f”#fﬂih ‘?L.:‘-,:-"‘ \
: ':'&";E!:TLJL;‘HB : Pumbwa #_','_:.f,..-ﬂﬁ e il 1;
! : r
Mongu Lusaka ™y, ;
|
I\ /_/'vlj
- e
y
S e V-
_'_,.--"'} ——\_“-._-.‘ :'47/ h
o \L/
5. RAPPESTA ]
; girs
BECHUANALAND - '

Fig. 4, showing RANA services operating from Jagpud#39.

Only very small quantities of mail were carried tbe first flights (between 12 and 20 items on eakcthe
various stages). RANA produced special cover®tomemorate the opening of the services but veryai@v
known, possibly only five or six. Given a spegahting was made, it is strange that so few exaspiist.
One flown from Lusaka to Mumbwa is shown in fig. Bhe aircraft was a DH89, piloted by Mr. H.R.
Kirkman, who signed most covers, as on the exastpdevn in fig. 6, flown from Mongu to Mankoya.

irst Flicht Cover

Resident Owerstions Manager,

Bhodesian mnd Nyssaland Alrwaye, Ldmited.

= A AT A ofo  Foztmester, MIUMBWYA
i . . i i & AT e A e |

Fig. 5
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It is interesting to compare the time taken fpr
the 1936 cover from Mankoya to the U.K.
with that taken for the cover shown in fig. ]
sent from Mongu to the U.K. after th
opening of the RANA service in 1939.

U

Had service AN385 not been delayed, the
cover would have arrived at Croydon on J}S

October 1936: 24 days after it was postedfin ~ /
Mankoya.

| i As BoUTlay, ESg.,
The cover from Mongu (from the Parif b
Missionary Society) arrived in Southamptdn
just eight days after it was posted. It WillS

flown by RANA to Lusaka on 11 April,
Lusaka to Salisbury on the 12th, Salisbury fto
Beira on the 13th and then by I.A. servi¢e Fig. 6
DN187, which departed the same day.

The timetables in operation at
the time the cover was posted
for RANA services between

Mongu and Beira and the 1A

connections to and from the
U.K. are shown below.

THE BOOK DEPOT ef PM

Pie Secreiary Following the introduction of
" The British and Foreign the EAMS, the Post Offices
Bible Soriety of all administrations actively
146 Queen Victoria Btrect discouraged the application
LONDON E%C.4 . .
ThrLand of air mail labels, because all
' letters and cards were carried
Fig. 7 by air. Hence no label on the
cover in fig. 7.

Tues. 06.00 dep. Mongu arr. 1500 Mon.
Tues. 07.20 dep. Mankoya dep. 13.50 Mon.
Tues. 08.55 dep. Mumbuwe dep. 12.00 Mon.

RANA Tues. 09.50 arr. Lusaka dep. 11.00 Mon. RANA
feeder feeder
services Wed. 15.00 dep. Lusaka arr. 0815  Fri. services
l Wed. 17.15 arr. Salisbury dep. 06.30 Fri.
Thur. 06.15 dep. Salisbury arr. 17.00 Thur.
Thur. 08.45 arr. Beira dep. 14.30 Thur.
Imperial Thur. 14.10 dep. Beira arr. 0920 Thur. Imperial
Airways Tues. 16.40 arr. So’ton. dep. 0530 Sat. Airways
7 days | Transit time | 9 days

APPLIED 2 JANUARY TO 18 APRIL 1939

The timetable changed at the end of April 1939 llonathe RANA feeder services to make the quickest
connections with the Imperial Airways service naunser timetable. The Southern Rhodesian Government
acquired the assets of RANA and founded Southeod&$ian Air Services on 1 February 1940. The
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timetables shown in figs. 8 and 9 prove that SRASioued to operate the Lusaka to Mongu servic# aint
least the summer of 1941 but | have been unaldestmver how long it continued after that.

Figure 8

3 = . H Eallshory - Blantyre - Fort Jameson
Southern Rhodesia Air Services i R Toes ik
08.20 0830 dep. | Balisbhury anr. 1500 18.00
11.00 11.00 mrr. Blentyre dep. 13.3Q0 1330
WORKING TIME TABLE EFFECTIVE 0N AND 1430 — ‘dep, | Hlantyte Wl gls  —
FROM THURSDAY, i#0 OCTOBER, 1940 oA =M .|,L”°“5""'" Hepe bl =
: BIAY, 3 . 4 11.15 Fi. Jameson | dep, 0830 2 —

Pagneng!-r {:v.ll. on reguest ot Zomba and Tete.

Salisbury = Bolawaye - Johanneshurg Blantyre - Beira
ST, W, Tues, Thurs.
Fri. ant. Fri, | Sat.
a0 1000 dep. allsbuary arr. 1245 1235 dep Blantyre T Fd 12.45
10800 11,50 are. uliwayo dep.  11.00 18.838 arr Bafrn dep 09.45
1130 1Z30 dep “Bulawayo aTr.  10.30
, - Fletershurg | i
1500 1600 art LJnhmeshurE o 0700
(Orand Central) Lusalks - Momza
* 2alid b Flotershorg, Grtooma, Qo Gun mnd Geelo
will, oipenmstances . permitting, be made at pessenger Thurs, | Fri.
i 12.00 dep | Luszaks T arr 1060
g | Bmw | Sbe
I ; e 1450 dep ankays i
Splisbury - Lusaka 16.00 urrl ~lv Mongu dep  07.00
Blon. Tled. Tuss. Fri.
0880 dep. ‘Ir Ballebury are 1515
Ll BuRHEA Megr.: 140 Lusaka - Fort Jameson
Salisbury - Beirs S PR e i o
Wad, Hal Bun, Wed, 1818 arr. Ft. Jameson dep,. 0835
DR300 dep l hu,ltﬁhun-' 1- 13.00
]z B Y RIT rJ.I::D 10,00
T —--\
.. L CUTLER & CO., LT"
SALISBURY - BULAWAYO - JOHAMMESBURG &
[werth aptional calls at Gatooma, Que Que, Cwelo
and Pierersburg)
SALISBURY - LUSAKA - MUMEWA -
MANKOYA - MONCU - BALOVALE
SALISBEURY - LUSAKA - FORT JAMESON o
SALISBURY - BLANTYRE - LILOMGWE - J THE COLONYS
FORT JAMESOM | .
{with optional call st Zombal AI HW&\' \/
) SALISEURY - BEIRA - BLANTYRE
Figure 9 [with cptional call at Umtali)

Probably due to wartime restrictions, the June L®hphlet (fig. 9) does not include a detailed tabée but
only the listing of services shown. Interestingllje separate Salisbury — Lusaka and Lusaka — Mongu
services given in the October 1940 pamphlet (flgai® listed as one service which had been extetaled
Balovale, approximately 125 miles north of Mongu.
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Appendix
Imperial Airways service AN385

Jo’burg. dep. 04.05 10 OctAmalthea

Br. Hill  arr. - 10 Oct. Amalthea
Br. Hill  dep. - 11 Oct. Amalthea
Nairobi  arr. - 11 Oct. Amalthea
Nairobi  dep. - 12 Oct. Amalthea
Kisumu arr. - 12 Oct. Amalthea
Kisumu dep. - 12 Oct.Helena
Juba arr. - 12 Oct.Helena
Juba dep. - 13 OctHelena
Malakal arr. - 13 Oct. Helena

HP42Helenabroke down at Malakal. The I.A. movement chadveb the symbol for “Aircraft trouble” but
provides no further explanation. Two relief aiftraere sent to Malakal: the DH&Baedalusleft Khartoum
at 04.30 and arrived Malakal at 08.00 on 14 Odl.the Avro TerAchillesleft Cairo at 01.45 and arrived

Khartoum 14.40 on the 14th, then departed 03.45amebd Malakal 06.10 on the 15th. The chart show
that from Malakal the load of AN385 was dividedveeen the three aircraft, which proceeded as follows

Malakal dep. - 14 Oct.Daedalus - 15 Oct. Achilles - 150Oct. Helena
Khartoum arr. 14.30 14 OctDaedalus @ 16.10 15 Oct. Achilles = 16.40 15 Oct. Helena
Khartoum dep. 02.45 15 OctDaedalus | 02.30 16 Oct. Achilles = 02.00 16 Oct. Helena
Cairo arr. - 15.30 16 Oct.Achilles - 16 Oct. Helena
Alex. arr. 15.30 15 Oct. Daedalus ~18.10 16 Oct. Helena

Achilles flew only as far as Cairo, therefore its load vedther transferred at Cairo tdelenaor it was

forwarded by train to Alexandria. Her@aedalus’'load was transferred ®atyrusand the loads oAchilles
andHelenato theCity of Alexandria

Alex. dep. 04.30 16 Oct.Satyrus 04.30 17 Oct. City of Alexandria
Brindisi arr. 16.25 16 Oct. Satyrus 16.25 17 Oct. City of Alexandria
Paris dep. 09.30 18 Oct. ? 09.30 19 O&cylla
Croydon arr. 12.17 18 Oct. ? 12.35 19 OG@&cylla

Note: All times given are G.M.T.

The service was due to arrive at Croydon on Sunti&y)ctober, so some of the mail arrived on time.
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The Telephone Letter scheme
By Duncan Crewe

This scheme was introduced on 8 February 1934 bmdesd members of the public who had missed theé pos
to have their letter telephoned through to the Gomyaerodrome post office up to 30 minutes befbee t
departure time of the flight [1]. Proud lists bdtie countries served and the latest time for ptasfi the
message and these are given in the table below.

Time Day Countries served
9.00 am Weekdays France (Paris) Belgium, Germany
Saturdays West Africa & S America via France
9.30 am Weekdays Austria, Czechoslovakia, Danzigstorita, Germanyj
Lithuania, Poland, Roumania
12 noon Weekdays France, Morocco, Spain
Wednesday Belgium Congo via Sudan, Egypt, Greece, Kenya,

Mauritius, Nyasaland, Palestine, Portuguese Easica\f
Rhodesia, South Africa, Tanganyika, Uganda and iBanz

Borneo, Brunei, Burma, Ceylon, China (south), Egi{ung

Saturdays Kong, India, Irag, Labuan, Macau, Malay Statesetaie,
Persia, Sarawak, Siam, Straits Settlements and Syri
1245pm Weekdays Holland
Wednesdays Borneo, Brunei, China (south) Dutch East Indiesndip

Kong, Labuan, Macau and Sarawak

The sender was required to pay the cost of thphelee call to the Croydon aerodrome post office ctarge
for writing down the message, namely 3d. for thstf80 words, (including the address) and 1d. f@ry 10

words or part thereof in excess of 30 plus the gqmpaite air mail postage charge. The May 1934 AailM
leaflet gave further details of the scheme in $ecti which reads:

“Messages intended for delivery as Air Mail Lettarey be telephoned to most Head Post Offices, the
Central Telegraph Office in London and also to Gloy Aerodrome Post Office in order to catch an
outgoing airmail.”

N "I /I\ﬂf

M e
2 oy

Fost m’m ﬁ“’ W

Figure 1
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Although | had been aware of this scheme for same t had never seen an example of such a lettdrlun
obtained the cover shown in Figure 1 which stilhteined the message. It was received at Croydon
Aerodrome post office on 15 December 1934 and tisesestrike of the Type Il Croydon Aerodrome cdnce
on the reverse of the cover (Figure 2). There 3s al weak strike of the same cancel on the medsage
(Figure 3).

Figure 2

Figure 3

The cover was dispatched later the same day or9®EaRd flown to Karachi. From there it was flown to
Bombay by Tata Airways. On arrival it was readdeelsand the airmail etiquette was crossed through in
Bombay to indicate that it should be forwardeddgpur by rail. It has an arrival cancel for 24 Deber so
perhaps the recipient received the greetings ia fon Christmas.

[1] Proud, E.B.Postal History of British Airmails.125
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More on the Telephone Letter scheme
By Peter Wingent

A few weeks after | had added Duncan’s articleht® two previous pages, he telephoned me to sayhéhat
had come across the notice announcing the Telepbetter scheme which was published in the Postceffi
Daily List. He had found it in Gazette No. 17 ah& 2000. This was at the time when Stan Wheatead
producing the Gazette and the copy of the Daily igs sent in by a much younger Peter Wingent whose
memory worked well sixteen years ago but has silateriorated greatly, because | have no recolleatio
having done so! As many of you were not subscsilsack in 2000, the notice is shown below. | copie
many years ago from the original held in what wentcalled “Post Office Archives” in London.

Thursday, February 8, 1934,

DAILY LIST.

. £, Postmaster General,

o, T461.
 POST OFFICE

Hublished by Anthority of

=T FORTHCOMING DESPATCHES OF OVERSEAS MAILS.

P

Notices appeariog for the first time or in an ermended form fre morked =

AIR MAILS,

i Air Mail Letters may be telephoned dirgel to Croydon Aerodrome Post Office (Telephons No.
pEOyden 2261) to connect with an ouigoing Air Mail, The charges are given below. This service is availabla to all
talephone subsoribers, and &t any Telephone Call Office where Trunk Calls are aceepted.  Buch letteras are received at
the Aprodrome FPost Office up to 30 minutes before the departure from Crovdon Acrodrome of the relative Air Mail,
Tha present latest times of reception, and the countries served are —

9, 0 a.am, Weelidays ... France (Paris), Belgium, Germany.
7 Saturdays oo West Afriea, Bouth Ameries (via France),
.30 a.m. Weekdays ... Austria, Czechoslovakia, Danzig, Estonia, Germany, Lithuania, Poland, Roumania.
12 poon Weckdays ... France, Morocco, Spain,
Wednesdays ... Belgian Congo (via Sudan), Egypt, Gresce, Kenya, Mauritius, Nyasaland, Palestine,
Portuguess Iast Africn, Rhodesia, Bouth Africs, Tanganvika, Uganda, Zanzibar,
Saturdays ... Borneo, Brunei, Burma, Ceylon, Ohine {South), Egypt, Hosg Kong, India, Irag,

Labuan, Macao, Malsy States, Palestine, Persin, Sarawsk, Siam, Straits
Bettlements, Syria.

12.46 p.m, Weekdays ... Holland.
Wednesdays . Borneo, Brunei, China (Bouth), Dutch East Indies, Hong Kong, Labuan, Macan,
Sarawalk,

I The charges for an Air Mail leifer telephoned to Croydon Aerodrome Post Oifice are (1) the charge for the telephons

:ﬂﬂi] plua {2} the charge for writing down the messape, namely, 3d. for the fireb 20 worde (including the address, and 1d.
| for gvery 10 words, or part thereof, in axcess of 30; plus (3) the appropriate Air Mail postage,

In the June 2000 Gazette, | asked if anyone hatepttone letter which TELEGR_J’!:hIS TO AIRCRAFT

could be shown in a future edition. It has onlgeta sixteen years for IN FLIGHT.

one to appear!! Unsurprising in fact, given howyveare are these £ grd ity

items. NEW SERVICE TO BEGIN ON
i ' MONDAY

On the right is a report from “The Times” newspapérSaturday, 8 Tthpﬁtmul;:ththr:J anmudncﬁ ﬂ3a1:
. . " . ! arrangements Ly en  made Wil
December 1934 in which the British Post Office amwed that |; i Airways, Limited, under which
telegrams could be sent to aircraft in flight, goehl go again: is anyone telegrams can be ;ac.;zpq?d at eriain post
. . . . i rsons ravel-
able to provide an example for inclusion in thetr@azette? e Tl Aoy wbaratt while in
the air over sections of the Empire roules
, . . | between Alexandria and Karachi and

Please don't make us wait another sixteen years! | between Alexandra and Cipetown,
i The service will be on an experimental
basis, and the acceptance of telegrams will
be confined to the Ehi:[ Office, the Central
Telegraph Office, and the Leicester Square
cffice in London, and (o the head affices in
Birmingham, Bradford, Dundee, Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Leith, Liverpoal,
Manchester, and Southampton. Fuoll in-
formation can be obinined at these post
offices.  The service will-begin on Monday

next.
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What to do with so few ‘planes?
The problems of British Airways Ltd and Imperial Ai rways
planning their European routes for summer 1939

By Richard Beith FRPSL

Recently | wondered which airline had carried thalftom Croydon to Marseilles to connect with thdune
1939 departure of the Boeing 32dlantic Clipper (NC 18604; Captain Harold E. Gray) to New York via
Lisbon and the Azores. My query related to a frisrfélerth, Scotland, to Vancouver cover carried los t
“First British Mail Acceptance to North America &AM 18” (The second flight from Marseilles). Trhe Air
Mails of Canada and Newfoundlaf®@AMS, 1997) the connecting flight from Croydon svattributed to
Imperial Airways but according to Duncan Crewe d&weter Wingent there was no evidence that this did
happen.

Looking back through photocopies obtained on logg @sits to the Post Office Archive in London (PDA
found that at a January 1939 meeting at the Airidttiy with representatives of BAL and IA such a @ion -
Marseilles summer service was being consideredAblput without any reference to the transatlantidk.li
However the subsequent discussion showed thatuglthBAL and IA were well aware that they were going
to be amalgamated into a single state airline énrtbar future, both parties were still inventingeads as to
how their services would be amalgamated. They \wt@ concerned at the number of ‘planes availatie f
European services that summer and how they shauldllbcated. The details of ‘planes and routesdoein
considered before the outbreak of WWII should béntdrest to readers. In addition ‘Political Asgeand
Pooling were discussed. Where these comments béaxant historical interest they are abstractedvioefs
typed, the ‘Notes’ were quite wordy! [1]

IA were represented at the meeting by The Hon. WRunciman and Colonel H. Burchall, BAL by Major J.
R. McCrindle, with Mr. Hildred (D.D.G.C.A.) in th€hair.

Equipment:

‘The Companies then put forward a schedule basatepooling of the following machines which wotdel
available:

Frobishers: 3 - 5. IA’s three machines were under repair dralkl be ready by April; the purchase of a
further two was in contemplation.

Lockheed 14s: 7 Lockheed 10As (Electrasp.
Ju 52s: 3 Ensigns: Assumed none available for summer.
Services:

‘The Services which the Companies proposed wefellasvs:

London-Paris — 5 round trips daily. (5 Frobishe

London-Zurich — 1 round trip daily. (1 Lockhebg)

London-Frankfurt-Budapest — 1 single trip daiy, 3 times a week in each direction (1 Lockhiéd
London-Brussels — 2 round trips daily. (2 Loe&dl 10As)

London-Stockholm — 1 round trip daily. (2 Loeldd 10As)

London-Berlin night service — 1 single triplgiai.e., 3 times a week in each direction. (3 28)5

N o g M w NP

(a) London-Berlin day service — 2 round tripdyd(2 Lockheed 14s), or
(b) London-Berlin-Warsaw — 1 round trip daiLockheed 14s).
8. London-Marseilles — 1 round trip daily (1 Frefer).
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‘The Marseilles service presupposed (a) that Frepetmission would be forthcoming, and (b) that 5
Frobishers would be available which would leavepars for the Paris and Marseilles services. ThdirBer
night service requires 2 Ju 52s leaving one spaiehwhowever, was only suitable for that servidee spare
Lockheed 10As and 14s would be pooled.

Allocation:
‘On the above programme the allocation of aironadtild be as follows:

Frobishers: Lockheed 14s: Lockheed 10As:

Paris - 3 Berlin (day) — 2 Brussels - 2

Marseilles — 1 Zurich -1 Stockholm - 2

Spare -1 Budapest - 1 Spare -1
Spares - 3

It was noted that ‘Mr Runciman thought that, if thlbove schedule appeared to provide for ratheryheav
spares in the way of Lockheed 14s, the answer Wat the Lisbon service had had to be temporarily
abandoned, that the total aircraft avilable did pextmit of running any services additional to thpseposed
above and that in any case, having regard to ttethat it was better to be on the safe side, plages were
not unduly heavy.’

The DH91 Albatros$-robisher” (G-AFDI) at Croydon Airport.

Political Aspects of the Proposals:

Interesting comments included ‘The proposals regmesi a distinct advance in that they embodiedhacse
to Budapest again, a daily day service to Berliaddition to the night mail (and ? Warsaw), anéraise to
Marseilles. The main omission was Oslo. ... Wardawas for consideration whether the Berlin-Warsaw
extension was worthwhile instead of an extra dedlyvice to Berlin. Major McCrindle, who had had a
discussion with the Counsellor to the Polish Empasaid that what the Poles, for political reasovemted
was a service to this country avoiding Germanygaitioer, i.e., through the Polish corridor and Copgen.
He had explained to the Polish Counsellor thatidrifirways could not look at such a service bat there
would not, he thought, be any objection to the themselves running such a service.’

As can be seen, appeasement of Germany was dtill Bwing and worries were expressed ‘that thedan-
Berlin-Warsaw service might not be welcomed by @emans. ... It would be possible to drop the Warsa
extension by way of making some show of concessidnBurchall ‘threw out the suggestion that it rhigbe
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better to go for an extension of the Budapest serto the South-Eastern capitals i.e., BelgradehBuest,
Istanbul etc. but Major McCrindle regarded sucliggestion, with the machines at present availaseuite
out of the question’.

Pooling:
The following arrangements were reached:

Services Company to operate Service and Terminal Aerodrome
be party to Agreement with H.M.G

Paris Joint lLA. and B.A. company delegating Clay
operation to L.A.

Zurich ILA. Croydon

Marseilles LLA. Croydon

Stockholm B.A. (under existing agreement) Heston

Berlin night B.A. (under existing agreement) Crogdo

Berlin (Warsaw) Day B.A. Heston

Brussels B.A. Heston (or Croydon)

Budapest B.A. Heston

The meeting went on to discuss the suitabilityicdraft for an eventual Lisbon service, preferrifigbishers
to the Lockheed 14.

Richard’s postcript:

Another Post Office Archives file gives a cleargst lof plannedsummer 1939 services from London to
France. [2]

Quoted daytime choices were:

08.45 (weekdays) Imperial Airways Line 620 to Paramnecting with (Air France) lines 246 and 253 to
Lyons and Cannes and by rail to Havre and Rouemréiérence to Marseilles).

12.45 (weekdays) Imperial Airways Line 622 to Pavith additional destinations in France served &y, r
For Marseilles the arrival was at 04.50 on the et with mail delivery at 07.30 next day. [2]

However, Peter Wingent noted that Bradshaw for semt839 shows regular Air France flights from Pé&ois
Marseilles. It would seem that there are threeooptat this stage for air mail from London seekang
connection with the ‘southern’ route of FAM 18: (a). to Paris; Air France Paris - Marseilles (A. to
Paris; Air France Paris — Lyons, then by rail (8). ko Paris; Paris — Marseilles by rail.

A service from Heston to Warsaw via Berlin was agabivy BAL on 17 April 1939 using a Lockheed 14,
Captain V. E. Flowerday. [3] Covers flown in botinedtions are illustrated in Fischer. [4] This seevwas
omitted from Baldwin. [5]

A regular service to Lisbon was eventually statigd3.0.A.C. from Heston to Lisbon on 4 June 194igis
the DH 91 G-AFDLFingal. The service was flown twice a week by ‘F’ clagsraft via Bordeaux until the
capitulation of France. [6]

References:

[1] European Air Services. Summer Services 1939. NftasDiscussion at the Air Ministry 20th January399Post
Office Archives, file reference P 24302/38.

[2] Summer 1939, Despatch of L.C. (Sans surtaxes) tealsiropean destination® April 1939, file POST 12/0767:
1939 Airmail despatching arrangements, Post Offiaghives, London.

[3] Stroud J.Annals of British and Commonwealth Air Transpwndon, Putnam, 1962), p.167.

[4] Fischer Katalog Polskich Znakéw Pocztowydfolume Il, (Krakow, Fischer, 2006), p. 403.

[5] Baldwin N. C.,British Air Mails 1784-194&Sutton Coldfield, B. Field Ltd, 1947).

[6] Stroud,ibid, p.178.
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The Greeks have a word for it.
By Nicholas Arrow

Actually, in this particular case, it igupexoxio but the German form is rather more popularly known
“schadenfreude”, which means “pleasure in anothteoisble”. All aerophilatelists will have expemnieed it,
when they acquire an item of Crash Mail.

On the 25th September 1936, the Imperial Airwaysil®o & Paul P.71ABoadicea(fig. 1) took off from
Croydon Airport on a routine airmail flight to Pswri it was carrying an extra load of mail, mostliigleessed to
Africa, although some mail was also addressedd@land Australia - and was never seen again. bodg

of the pilot, Mr A C Thomas, was washed ashore iarogne one month later, but that of the wireless
operator, Mr H E Percival, was never recovered.few bits of aluminium were brought up by a fisharm
three miles off Rye, although these were nevergutdo be from th8oadicea[1]

Figure 1: Boulton & Paul P.71A ‘Boadicea’ G-ACOX

What caused the accident? In 1933 Boulton & Pailt a twin-engine all-metal biplane, the P.64dena
contract awarded by Imperial Airways, which speafa mailplane capable of carrying a 454kg paytmat

a 1609km range at reasonable speed, and Boultoauk®ped that the P.64 would prove to be the answe
The BP P.64 was delivered in June 1933, in timéHerRAF display at Hendon, but it was quickly seatk
because it was directionally unstable. Effortsen@ade to correct this, but during testing in ®etol933,

to see if modifications had resolved the instahilthe plane experienced an unexplained and uraltaur
dive and crashed, killing the pilot. Boulton &WPavent back to the drawing board, and modifieddhsign

of the P.64, to produce the P.71A.

Two planes built to this specification were budf, which one was G-ACO)Boadicea On being tested,
however, the new design was also found to be dweaity unstable. Despite this, it was recommehfie a
Certificate of Airworthiness, the trials for whietere undertaken in October 1934. This was gramégder
surprisingly, despite it being established thathwibne engine throttled back the aircraft couldtbmed
against the port engine, but only just against dtagboard engine.” Realistically, the originalida’s
directional instability had not been resolved.

Both P.71A’s constructed were accepted by Impétialays. The second aircraft, registered G-ACQOY a
given the rather extraordinary narBetomart, was damaged beyond repair in a landing accidehiagen,
Brusselson 25 October 1935. Not surprisingly, there weoeother orders for the plane - arguably just as
well!
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One bag of mail was found on
the beach at Cucq, Pas de CalaisFig. 2
a month after theBoadicea

the 10th November 1936. ,
third turned up in the nets of ay
fishing trawler off the coast of § @
France on the 27th April 1938§
19 months after the crash. =

of immersion |n the ;
measuring between one andf
nineteen months, the condition of
the mail was somewhat less than
pristine.  Such mail as could be
identified after being dried out
was processed at the Mount

Pleasant Post Office in London and sent on to tiginal addressees in a “coffin envelope” with anfed slip
explaining why it was delivered late, and the reafeo its poor condition.

Out of the mail recovered, only
two items are recorded which
are addressed to South Africa.
Of those two, the item

illustrated in fig. 2 [2] is the

only one to include the coffin

envelope (fig. 3) as well as the
explanatory slip (fig. 4).

The explanatory note refers to
the item being “washed ashore,”
i.e. it is from the first mail bag
to be recovered, and thus would
have numbered among the first
of the items to be recovered,
although drying out the contents
would have taken some time, of
course.

The cover, which still contained

its original contents — shown in fig. 5 - was addedl to Mr. G.W. Morris, a stamp dealer in Simowsto
which contributed to the letter, coffin envelopelamntents being preserved! However, what is @aetily
touching is that the sender requested that Mr Iddaiobtain a pair of covers, each franked withffernt
JIPEX sheets, for him.

Did the sender, Mr Howland, receive hi$

-

2 i s inizat vhioh was o
JIPEX covers? It seems very likely that -, cg"m % of Prance, rns'\

did. JIPEX (Johannesburg Internatlonl' I—‘Pﬂ ]—,,Bmﬁg-g »inl Airways

d'b
Philatelic Exhibition) was held between thg ondicap™ Eic.h loft Croydon on *
2nd and 15th November 1936, and it thﬂri"ﬁ‘ Soptembor end fadled to mrrive at

respectfully suggested that it matters not hg T ahe inconvanienas maauioncd is

quickly the item was prepared for delivery =~ =

after recovery, as JIPEX sheets were thenjas Returned Lobtsr ‘—"euﬁ-;n
now, easy to come by, as many spec Fig. 4 L“”ﬂgnglmfnt:--

covers were prepared by and for dealers |y
the Exhibition organisers.
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It is of course a matter of complete speculatiortiver the sender of the letter became aware thdetier
had been delayed, or whether he only knew aboatwtien Mr Morris fulfilled the order for the JIPEX
covers, so this part of the story will have hadapgy ending, albeit at considerable human cosasad the
Thomas and Percival families were concerned.

Despite this, one’s delight in acquiring so scaangtem of Crash Mail is still tempered, even 8@rgeafter
the event, by a hint of sadness that it only exsta result of tragedy.

Not therefore totally unalloyed schadenfreudeifgrou prefer,yoipexaxio.
[1] Much of the information on which this artidebased comes from “Air Crash Mail of Imperial Ways

and Predecessor Airlines” (Kenneth C. Sanford)
[2] Ex collection Barry Smith
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Imperial Airways and the Regional Airlines
By John C. Symons

In its day Imperial Airways (IA) would be the eqgalent of today’s internal motorway network; the teou
from London to Sydney the equivalent of the M1, #mel extension to Cape Town the M6. This ignores it
contribution to the internal airlines of Great Biit and Northern Ireland, and it is this aspediAd$ history
that is examined in this brief article.

A number of experimental services were attempteithén1920s by various bodies and companies inajudin
IA. Their earliest participation was the route fr@authampton to Guernsey in the Channel Islandiially
this route was operated by British Marine Air Natign Ltd. (BMANL). Their first service left Woolsh,
Southampton for St. Peter Port, Guernsey on 14gusti1923. BMNAL was one of the small companies$ tha
was absorbed into IA who continued operating theNB\ service from the beginning of May 1924. Whilst
this may not be generally thought of as a regi@makervice it did demonstrate the advantage ofrairel
where a water crossing was involved. This was ¢fuieir second sortie in internal air services1828 1A
provided an air service between Liverpool and Belf@his service was in connection with Liverpodi€
Week, 24th September to 4th October. IA provideshart Calcutta flying boat (G—-EBVHGity of Athens,
later City of StonehavgnA second IA experimental service was undertaker®30 when IA “ ... ran a thrice
weekly summer service between Birmingham—Manchelstegrpool... (Stroud J. (1987), pg. 19).
Commencing on 16th June, IA used one of their Aromgt Whitworth Argosy biplanes (G—-AAECity of
Coventry. The service ceased on 20th September, and waspeated.

Although these experimental services (with the ptioa of that to the Channel Islands) never reguite
anything permanent, they did demonstrate the féiagibf such services, particularly where a watenssing
was involved. The year 1929 proved to be a turpoigt in the introduction of regional air servic&sior to
this the railway companies were privileged to cangil on their rail networks and charge an addaldee

for the service, this was known as the Railwaydre8ervice, but in 1929 the four major railway camies
Great Western (GWR), London North Eastern (LNER)ndon Midland and Scottish (LMSR) and Southern
Railway (SR) following agreement with the Britishei@ral Post Office (GPO) extended the privilege to
include transport by air: the Air Letter Servicewas not until 1933 that any real advantage wiantaf this
new privilege.

During the first half of the 1930s a number of cegil airlines came to the fore, the first of whiehs
Hillman’s Airways on 8th April 1932, initially aniataxi service, with a service between Romfordsé&sand
Manston, Kent for Ramsgate and Margate. Portsmdlthsea and Isle of Wight Aviation on 27th June
1932 began a shuttle service between PortsmoutRpniel. Later that year Norman Edgar on 26th Sepéemb
1932 began a twice daily service between Bristal @ardiff. Spartan Air Lines Ltd, another south stoa
operation, was formed on 2nd February, and begaiicee between Cowes and Heston on 12th April. On
10th March 1933 John Sword registered the Midland &cottish Air Ferries Ltd. None of these were
authorised mail carriers.

Great Western Air Services.

FIRET FLIGHT
froma Woetern Knilway PR
Afr Service
Soath Wales 10 De

120 April 1933 |

BY AIR MAIL
PAR: AVION

A PHILLIFS
& Geonoe STREET
PrsouTa

Figure 1.
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In early 1933 the GWR entered into discussion Wklwith the aim of exploiting its right to operass air
service. An agreement was reached whereby IA wpuldide an aircraft, crew and maintenance services,
and GWR ground support facilities. The route wasailty from Roeborough Airport, Plymouth to Pengam
Moors Airport, serving Cardiff and Newport, via ldah Airport, from where there were road links toaklen
Abbott, Torquay and Teignmouth. The aircraft preddy IA was the three engined WestlaldsseXG—
AAGW). The first departure from Plymouth was onHL 2tpril, the service was scheduled to operate twice
week. First class mail was carried under the #ielescheme; it was accepted by the railway comaniyeir
railway stations or offices, and a 3d. air surcbdedpel applied (Figure 1). The mail was poste@wival and
thereafter followed normal GPO practices. Thisis principal identifier for air letter service mathe British
postage stamps were postmarked with the destirafiocal sorting office canceller. These early lilig were
undertaken without formal GPO approval.

GWR AlIR MAIL

Figure 2.

By early May the GPO sanctioned the service, arehGwWestern Air Services released the first Briigh
label or stamp, a 3d. value featuring an imagdefWwestlandVessexXFigure 2). It made its first appearance
on 15th May, first day covers are scarce (I havagsee one). Shortly thereafter the service wéneed to
Birmingham, the first flight taking place on 22ndafy} but with only the single aircraft the schedwias
reduced to one flight a week. The service continiredughout the summer, concluding on 30th Septembe
1933. The final flight was badly delayed by fog awcovers are found with arrival dates in earlyober
(Figure 3. Departure cancellation dated 30th SelpgenArrival postmark dated 2nd October 1933). Bairi
these six months the company flew 62,400 milesjezhi714 passengers, 104lbs of freight and 454iinsad,

at an operating loss of £6,526. (Stroud J (198Y2§).

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION :E: é__

p— * L |
Priems antnT 1

Taal L, Mail 1"!".:"' Foar

Plomow i to 1""'.n"!'-"i:"-"-

Figure 3.

Following the termination of the GWR Air Servicdglits two further services commenced operatiothen
south of the country, both of which were short div&he first was International Airlines Ltd’s WesteAir
Express. Its first flights between London, Portsthand Plymouth took place on 25th and 26th Aug9ss,
and terminated on 1st September. The second waa/¢isé Country Air Service of Provincial Airways Ltd
whose first flight over the same route as its imiaedpredecessor departed from London for Plymaouath
25th November 1933. A return flight was made theofang day, and the service then folded, probahky
shortest service on record. Both companies, adheasase with Midland and Scottish Air Ferries Ltdving
no connection with the railway companies fell fotithe GPO monopoly and ceased trading. None skthe
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three companies had any association with Imperiabdys. One other company, Spartan Air Lines, ogera
scheduled services from Cowes to Croydon, in cartjon with Southern Railway; mail was not carried.

Railway Air Services.

Although the GWR Air Service was not a financiateess it did demonstrate a regional air servicddcbe
operated reliably, and encouraged further cooperasimongst the four railway companies and Imperial
Airways. Agreement was reached on 21st March 1@34éen the five companies to form a new company in
equal partnership registered as Railway Air Sesvicel (RAS), with offices in Imperial Airways’ Airay
Terminus, Hudson's Place next to Victoria Station.

A comprehensive network of interconnecting routastiie carriage of passengers, freight and math(tie
concurrence of the GPO) was agreed. First clasbwae carried as normal mail without surcharge. RAS
first service commenced on 7th May, and was a teygfdae previous year's Plymouth to Birminghamvees

but extended to Liverpool. A second service wamihiced by RAS operating twice weekly between Cowes
Southampton, Bristol and Birmingham, the first litigvas on 30th July, with a link to Cardiff fromigtol
employing Norman Edgar’s services.

But what can be thought of as the first integratational network of scheduled air services had ai wntil
August 1934, by which time RAS had a comprehenfieet of aircraft, primarily DH84 Dragon, DH86
Express, and DH89 Dragon Rapide aircr@ih 20th August operations began on this new congmsie
network incorporating the current Plymouth to Lipeol and Cowes to Birmingham services, with the
introduction of what was their flagship servicendon to Glasgow, via Birmingham, Manchester anda3el
Additionally, a shuttle service was operated betwBelfast and Manchester, via the Isle of Man eryippa
DH84, the runway at Ronaldsway airport on the ¢dldan being too short for the DH86s used on thénma

trunk route.
s B 1 ET-TPEE‘_).'.l: ""(‘L
BY AR MAIL [RERINCIER:

3

FIRST UNITED KINGDOM
Bl wp.lfmnl:‘slelivgsges LID A Phillips
Railway Alr Services
Marth Road Station
PLYMOUTH

Figure 4.

The initial flights on 20th August were nothing shof eventful. To say the weather was inclemens awa
understatement, rain and high winds reaching galeefswept across the Irish Sea, across northeglaiioh
and up into Scotland. The Glasgow to London flighats forced to terminate at Manchester having susdai
damage en route. The northbound London flightdhitilacked an aircraft resulting from the failuvé the
Glasgow flight to reach Croydon. The Westland Wessened by IA and previously deployed on the GWR
Air Services route the previous year was prepargdcbuld only be flown as far as Birmingham. Onfbot
these services mail was forwarded by rail to tmespective destinations, with the sole exceptiomaf
destined for Liverpool, this connected with therRbyth service. The Cowes to Birmingham servicendid
operate, and its mail was flown the following dajat from Birmingham arrived safely in Bristol wheit
terminated, mail was forwarded to Southampton aoes by rail and ferry (Figure 4). The aircrafureed

to Birmingham carrying the Bristol mail. Only thergice from Liverpool to Plymouth and return was
completed that day, albeit subject to delay. THéweng day the weather was much improved and all
services operated to schedule.

Of specific note to this article two aircraft, bddi86s, were used on the Glasgow departure of 3nd, 2ne
was RAS’Mercury, the otherDelphinus It is the latter which is of particular interdet Delphinuswas an
aircraft owned by Imperial Airways, and initiallipwas thought the aircraft was made available t&RA
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resulting from an initial short fall in aircraft tmeet an early demand for the company’s servicghen
particular route. However a recent acquisition adnaall quantity of RAS’ waybills reveal it shoulde
continued in service through to the end of the remt

The service continued to perform successfully uz@ith September when a major revision occurred! Mai
carrying on the Plymouth to Liverpool and Cowe8toningham services ceased, leaving just the Gladgo
London service, passenger services remained ie phawother change took place on 1st November when t
Glasgow to London route was revised to call at tpeel, and bypassing Manchester. The service wiis sp
into two segments, firstly Glasgow and terminatingBelfast, and secondly Belfast and terminating in
London.

On 30th November 1934 the contract between RAStla@dsPO expired and was not renewed, and a new
contact for the Glasgow - London route was awatdddillman’s Airways Ltd. This was short—lived, fon

2nd December 1935 the mail contract reverted badRAS, who held the contract until the outbreakthaf
second world war when conveyance of mail by aiseda

When Delphinuswas returned to IA operations is not known. Howelrg 8th February 1935 she was
operating on IA’s Calcutta to Croydon service oa k&g from Brindisi (IW310), and the following yean
13th July 1936, she was operating on the IA’s PgriarHong Kong feeder service (FEW 16 and 17). The
most probable date when the aircraft was returneld twas November 1934 at the termination of thietfi
RAS contract with the GPO.

This just about concludes the story of IA’s invatvent except for one final event. A new airline catme
some prominence on 5th December 1938, followingement between British and Foreign Aviation and
GWR and SR who had combined to form Great WestathSouthern Air Lines (GW&SRAL). This new
airline absorbed all routes in operation southwafstNorth Foreland in Kent, to London, Manchester,
Liverpool and Anglesey, which included a numberRAS services, and therefore a proportion of I1A’s
holding in the latter company. The only mail seevaperated by GW&SRAL was that between the Isles of
Scilly. The precise date of the first flight is urtkvn but is believed to be sometime in October 1%4@as

an Air Letter Service, mail being surcharged atfddletters up to 2ozs, 7d. for items up to 40zd ald. for
packages up to 1lb.

RAS continued to provide limited services throughitne war, including the carriage of mail to Betfeem
Liverpool and Glasgow. There is no record of furtheil services following the return of peace i39In
1946 both IA and RAS were absorbed into the nevonalised British European Airways.
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A cover flown by Imperial Airways’ Mercury to New York, July 1938
By Lawrence Kimpton

In the Imperial Airways Gazettelssue 16, December 1999 (1) my trans-Atlanticecdlown in 1938 by
Mercury, the floatplane component of Imperial Airwalercury-Maia composite aircraft, was illustrated
(Figs.1 and 2). On occasions doubts have been gsguteas to whethdfercury carried any mail; the matter
was raised again by Bill Trower in a short artisiethe November 2015 issue éir Mail News (2). He
reported that in 1980 he had a conversation witiméis Field and that he mentioned that he was hapkir a
cover flown onMercury’s trans-Atlantic flight. Francis informed him tha¢ kvould not find one, as only a
handful were flown, addressed to dignitaries of tdwntries involved. He told Bill that he still had
newspapers flown on the flight together with nevpgabanner boards which Bill later purchased. & hi
article Bill therefore expressed doubts that ameptovers were flown, in view of Francis's comnseand
becauseMercury’s manifest listed only newspapers and newsreelsduhail. Bill concluded his article by
requesting comments and information from BAMS mersbletherefore replied with details of my covey.(3

Figures 1 & 2

In the August-September issue of the 19&80 Field(4), Francis Field explained why he maintained tiat
covers were flown on the experimental North Atlarsturvey flights in 1937 and 1938, including thgtit by
Mercury:

“The recent flights are considered as experimental and not as the inauguration of a regular air
service. Only after an air service has proved fteglbe commercially satisfactory as to regulardggfety and
punctuality, is it the policy of the British PostfiGe to entrust public mails to air transport ovée line. The
Postmaster General has not exercised his rightpaomit exceptions, in this instance, to his exskisi
privilege. Therefore it is evident that were theeigiors themselves to accept mails for any of @t pnd
present flights across the Atlantic, they would duelty of a breach of the Post Office Acts and aof a
infringement of the PMG’s exclusive rights. Expeced collectors are fully aware that Imperial Airyg&
have been meticulously careful to adhere to theiseiples, and realise that, in the long run ittsthe good
of aero philately.”

However, unofficial mailwas flown on the survey flights bZaledoniato and from New York in 1937, the
covers being organised and signed by its pilot, t&apWilcockson. Quite possibly therefore, coversrev
carried unofficially on the trans-Atlantic flight Mercury.
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My cover has a manuscript endorseni&ur Mercury-Maia 1st Trans-Atlantic Flight’and was postmarked
at York Road, London SE10, on 15th July 1938. KyBoad SE10 runs alongside Waterloo Station). The
apparently early date of 15th July reflects the¢ fhatMercury’s planned departure date from Southampton,
and then on the back Maia from Foynes was any day between 16th and 20th Jualy reverse of the cover
(Figure 2) bears a New York postmark of 22nd Jtihe (newspapers flown by Mercury to New York, if
posted onwards were postmarked on either 21strad 2@ly) (5) and a Pearsall, Texas postmark of 28

When | obtained the cover, it was accompanied plyatocopy of a letter to its previous owner fromarkais J
Field, written in 1984 (Figure 3). Francis's comn®ein the letter appear to contradict what he saiill
Trower in 1980. He believed that the co\wpuld almost certainly have been on boardde says that part of
the proof was the special registration label; umnfoately he does not explain why. As he mentioned i
conclusion, the backstamps also support his opinibave seen one othitercury cover identical to mine (in
Terry Hare-Walker’s collection), which ties in wilirancis Field saying that he had seen one or tivers.
Who managed to get this cover and the one or tiverston tdMercury (and how they managed to) remains a
mystery. Contradictions often exist between accowfitthe small amounts of mail carried on pionast a
special flights, either because of lapses of menierancis Field did not remember these apparemtiate
covers addressed to Texas when he spoke to Bildiran 1980, but did remember them in 1984) or beea
crew members often described the items they wersopally responsible for (whether mail was carried
‘officially’ or ‘by favour’) as the only ones flown

HAMKERS: MIDLANIY BANK LTD SUTTON COLDFIELD AJC Mo, M43k
GIRO ACCOUNT (COPF I'uslacll‘ts;l,lcmun] Mo, 492 3154

FRANCIS J. FIELD LTD

Airpost Experts, Philatelic Dealers and Publishers

SUTTON (&Ql DFIELD |, WARMUEEERE, . ENGLAND
WEST MIDLANDS i

Telephone: 021-354 [T4E Telegrams and Cables: Aercfeld, Sutton Coldfield
1

Cur ref FJF/agm = gy, G

1 November 1984

Martin Willcocks Esg

Dear Martin
Flease forgive this delay in dealing with your request of 20th inst.

ks explained to warious specinlists at the time, there is wvirtually no
absolute guarantee of detsils regarding mails said to have been carried
by Mercury-Maya.

We met all possible regquirements of resesrch at the time and are of the
opinion that this cover would almost certainly have been on board. Fart
of the proof being &n the special registration label.

We have seen this letter twice before as well as one or two others but
have always stated that it is really up to the owner of the cover to
contact the original supplier for the necessary proof. Perhaps,
therefore, you will write to Texas.

The back-stamps support my opinion , proving as far as possible that it
could have been on board.

Tours truly

AT

£

Francis J Field

Figure 3
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Not too helpfully, as 46 years had passed sincdigig, Francis Field suggests in his letter tias up to the
owner of the cover to contact the original suppi@rthe necessary prodfPerhaps therefore you will write

to Texas.”So, with 78 years now having passed since thhtfligentered the name and town of my cover's
addressee, Mrs. W. Trickey of Pearsall, into Googiethe late 1930s she was the press officer lier t
Methodist Church of Texas. Possibly she could haag contacts with British newspapers. Her husband,
Walter Trickey, was a prominent citizen of Pearshié name appearing on various civic committees. N
connection with Imperial Airways, aviation in geakor philately came to light.

Since Bill Trower’s article and my response appgadreAir Mail News, | have received details of amert
cover flown byMercury and further information on the registration labal my cover which Francis Field
said was part of the proof that the cover had lbleem by Mercury.

BAMS member Ronny Vogt from Switzerland sent menscaf a large envelope addressed to a Mr. Tinsley
of Reuters in New York (Figs. 4 and 5) which haseadorsementMercury - Air Mail' and, he suggests,
“might have been carried on the flight and whichithigave contained your (and other) covet(3he back

of the envelope bears an Imperial Airways labelkadfNew York” with the weight of the envelope being
given as 2 ounces or 200 grammes (the Imperialnatdc weights do not correspond).

MeERcUtY — A ML

- ; g

[.Jn ‘al j‘v‘h& L.J;Jq'_ I_JLI-[‘ :

A—B—MOLONEY_Ess..
REUTUTERS,

383 MADISON AVENUE,

NEW YORK CITY,

[ U.S.A.

Figures 4 &5
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The envelope was accompanied by a letter, sentria 1940 by the New York manager of Imperial Airgray
Bermuda Ltd. to Mr Tinsley who had been curiouswutlvehat it had contained (Fig. 6). (The word ‘Imigér

is missing from the letterhead, either becauseai igft off when it was scanned or it was removedhfthe
original as Imperial Airways had become BOAC in h@940). The letter says that the large envelope
contained a newspaper release and was carried@soy mail (thus there are no post office markinggg
writing used for the name A.F. Tinsley is very danito the writing on my cover with distinctive ¢tgb
letters T and A, although on my cover the lettéopes to the right. Could the sender of the largeetope
have put in a few covers besides the newspaperse?eThe addressee on my cover, Mrs. Trickey, wess p
officer for the Methodist church in Texas, quittaege organisation, but whether it was importardug for
Reuters to send a press release is uncertain;pposbtie may have had a personal contact with a pegves
person in the UK.

AIRWAYS BERMUDA LTD.

Bermuda Office BRITISH EMPIRE BUILDIMG
F, O, Box 574 &20 Fifth Awvenue
HAMILTOM, BERMUDA Maw Yark, MY,

Talaphans Crcle 71037 - 1028

Figure 6

The other piece of new information concerns thecigheegistration label on my cover. Terry Hare-Wéail
(whoseMercury cover also bears the same label) asked Steversétara collector of British registered mail,
if he could explain the special nature of the regi®n label. His reply contained the followingsaovations:
“The label on the cover you sent is a "Pattern (B'O. nomenclature) type. The Pattern D was
introduced in 1907 alongside the other patterndafiels. Originally Pattern D labels were to be usad
offices in towns and villages where the numberawkpts registered in a year was under 3000. Theofise
Pattern D labels persisted right up to the withdedwf the registered service. In many instancey there
used at special events where there was a mobilegfiiee - or at an exhibition - or just a spec&tent. On
this basis the label on the cover, from July 1988ks as though they could very well have beeniaihec
used for this first flight. The manuscript "Lond8E 10" ties in with the York Road CDS which waSEn10.
| take Francis Field's point from his letter. Ifethregistered packet had been "normal” when postedosk
Road, it would have had a "Pattern B" style labgisk would have shown a printed office name follbing
a sub-office indicator number.”
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| think that the conclusion which can be drawn fribv@ cover itself and the other information desliabove
is that myMercury cover was, as Francis Field concluded in 198bst certainly have been on bodrd
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An aircraft identification puzzle
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan sent me the following email and scan ofs pard in early October:

“I found this card at a Fair yesterday. Under a nméfying glass or with a high resolution scan théseno
doubt that the name on the nose and on the pagtdfithe fuselage by the wing is City of Karactowdver it

is possible to read part of the underwing registratand that ends in AJH. The only DH66 with that
combination is the City of Basra G-AAJH. The CifyKarachi is normally seen with G-AARY. It would
appear that it flew with the other registrationlaast once.

| know Pan Am changed names on aircraft fairly frextly and of course IA did it after the originaiahanta
had been damaged in a forced landing but this msetbing of a puzzle.”

Can any reader provide an explanation for the midmbetween the aircraft's name and registratitiere
please?



