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Editorial 
 
Another December edition, so I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healthy New 
Year and happy and successful collecting in 2016. 
 
It is a pleasure to welcome new member Neil Donan, who may be well known to some of you because he is 
the editor of “Flagstaff,” the journal of the Silver Jubilee Collectors Society.  As you will see within, Neil has 
already made a contribution to the Gazette with a most interesting article on the delivery flight to RANA of 
the company’s first Dragon Rapide.  The pilot on this flight was Capt. George Thomson and Stan Wheatcroft 
reminded me that an ex member of the group: Paul Magid, had written a monograph on Thomson’s flying 
career. 
 
The background is as follows: many years ago, Stan had visited an ‘aeronautical jumble’ and from a dealer 
there he bought George Thomson’s scrap book.  In his usual generous way, Stan copied pages from the scrap 
book, bound them into volumes and sent them to some of his air mail friends, Paul Magid being one of them.  
At that time, probably twenty or so years ago, Paul was taking a Masters degree in literature and he took the 
facts from Stan’s scrap book and used them as a basis to produce an account of Thomson’s career to be 
submitted towards his degree.  Fortunately Stan still has a copy of Paul’s monograph and you will find this on 
the disc in a folder titled “Thomson Biog,” Paul having given permission for it to be included.   
 
Sadly for us, Paul Magid’s interest in air mail collecting waned as his enthusiasm for writing increased.  No 
doubt some of you may have bought items from his collection when it was auctioned about a year ago. 
 
Another bonus item on the disc, this time in a folder titled “Lumley lecture” are the twelve pages, kindly sent 
to me by Bill Legg, which are the transcript of a lecture given by D.O. Lumley to the Institute of Transport in 
London on 29 November 1938.  This lecture was also published in the Post Office Green Paper No. 45A, so it 
may well be familiar to some of you.  In addition some of the diagrams have appeared in John C.W. Field’s 
1978 booklet, “All-Up Air Mail.” 
 
Once again I thank heartily the small band of contributors to this edition, without whom this would be the last 
page!!  I think you will find that a wide variety of topics are included so that, hopefully, there is something to 
interest all of you.  Personally, I feel the quality of research, writing and material which appears in this journal 
is a huge credit to the contributors, so please pat yourselves on your proverbial backs. 
 
As you can see to the left, the Contents page is full, resulting in no space to include the title and page number 
of four photographs sent to me by Richard Beith from a Capt. Bennett book, so please note these are featured 
on pages 38 and 39. 
 
As always, I have to beg for you to keep sending me contributions for the next edition.  Again, as always, I 
have absolutely nothing for it at the time of writing this. 
 
 
 
 

* * * *   Very important ~ please note the following:   * * * * 
 
Being December, it is the time to remind you that the subscription for 2016 is due.  The rates are as follows: 
 
For a disc version:  £4 for UK residents; £6 for residents outside UK.         (Cheques payable to me please) 
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £13 for residents outside UK. 
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, using my email address shown opposite.) 
 
I’m afraid that yet again in this editorial I am going to be very grumpy by saying that if I do not receive your 
subscription, I shall assume that you have decided you no longer wish to receive the Gazette. 
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1933 Voortrekker Memorial Fund stamps 
and some matters aerophilatelic! 

 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 
The first set issued to raise funds for the Voortrekker Memorial (SACC 51/4) consists of 4 stamps and was 
issued in two parts.   The lowest value, ½d, was issued in January 1936, but the other three values were issued 
in (apparently) May 1933.   Both the SG Catalogue and SACC give the 3rd May 1933 as the date of issue.   
Hagger [1] states quite emphatically that the top 3 values were “issued on 3 May 1933 …”   SACC puts this 
date (3rd May) in brackets as does SG.   In the case of SG, this is standard practice and the brackets 
apparently denote nothing in particular, but the use of brackets in SACC seems to indicate a degree of 
uncertainty, that the editors are not entirely convinced about this date. 
 
The Imperial Airways scheduled service to England had up to the end of April 1933 taken 11 days to fly from 
Cape Town to London, but this time was reduced to 10 days in the services which left London on the 26th 
April (AS 113) and Cape Town on the 3rd May (AN 113) [2] 1933.   As the service left Cape Town at 5.30 
a.m. on the 3rd May, it would have been nigh on impossible for a cover or card to be franked with stamps 
issued on the 3rd May and processed ready for carriage on the flight North leaving at 5.30am that very day. 
  
I have two items carried on AN 113, the flight North.   The first I acquired some little time ago, and this is 
illustrated (Fig. 1).  It is obvious that the cover was postmarked on the 2nd May 1933, which clearly 
challenges the accuracy of both Hagger and SG in claiming the 3rd May as the date of issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
 
The second item is a card (Fig. 2) posted on the 1st May in Port Elizabeth.   It was then taken from PE to Cape 
Town and put on board the flight to London, and carried to Athens where, on the 11th May, it was taken off 
and flown on the Lufthansa service to Berlin, where it arrived on the 12th May, and then flown, by Deruluft, 
on to Moscow, Russia, where it arrived on the 14th May - there is a very faint arrival mark to the bottom left 
of the front of the card.   Clearly a philatelic item, it was then sent back to the sender, arriving in Cape Town 
on the 3rd October. 
 
What is even more interesting is that there is a manuscript note on the reverse of the card, (Fig 3) dated the 
6th May, that it had been “flown per Imperial Airways new rapid service from South Africa 1st Despatch, the 
stamps on face are the new Voortrekker Monument issue first issued [sic] today 6th [deleted] 1st May 1933”. 
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Figure 2. 
(ex collection 
Barry Smith) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Figure 3 
 
All of which actually is a hopeless contradiction in terms!   If the sender believed that the new set was to be 
issued on the 6th May, the card could not possibly have been flown on the service which had left 3 days 
earlier, whatever stamps might have been used! 
 
What however is clear beyond a peradventure is that the stamps were available well before the 3rd May 1933.   
By way of a side note, the writer recalls seeing somewhere a reference that an “early edition of the South 
African Handbook gave the date of issue as the 1st May 1933” a claim which was apparently abandoned in 
later issues. 
 
Has anyone got any earlier dates, perhaps going into the last days of April? 
 
An interesting aerophilatelic matter concerns the rate used to pay for the airmail service.   The standard rate 
between England and South Africa was 1/- per ½oz.   The stamps on both items amount to 1/1d.   The cover 
(fig 1) may possibly not be philatelic, but the proximity of the date of departure of the flight to the likely date  
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of issue of this new set of stamps makes it more probable than not that this item is philatelic.   Why the sender 
decorated the cover with an old Transvaal stamp (SACC 222) is anybody’s guess, but it is clear that the stamp 
was quite superfluous towards payment of the airmail postage. 
 

The same value (1/1d.) was used to pay for the airmail rate for the card to Moscow (although in this case the 
1d. imprinted stamp may be just coincidental, the sender not having another convenient postcard ready to 
hand).  Amoore [3] says that the International Airmail Letter rate to “Europe (incl. Russia)” was 1/3d. but then 
confuses matters by saying that the rate to “Russia (Asia)” was 2/-.   For Airmail Postcard rates, he says that 
there was no rate until 1st November 1933 (the rate then being 6d, i.e. half the letter rate).   Wyndham [4] says 
that the rate to Russia per ½ oz was 1/3d. (agreeing with Amoore) but from August 1932 postcards could in 
effect be sent at half the minimum letter rate, ie a postcard to Moscow would cost 7½d to send. 
 
However, I have some correspondence [5] in my possession, from March 1933, about a letter to Shanghai sent 
in November 1932 stating that this letter (to Shanghai) should have been prefranked at 2/6d., and that the 
actual franking of "1/6d. . . . .was only sufficient to cover air conveyance as far as Moscow" which actually 
cuts right across what Amoore and Wyndham agree, which would make the postcard rate seemingly 9d. 
 

Whichever way you look at it, this obviously totally philatelic card to Moscow was mainly designed to be a 
vehicle for the new issue of stamps, and that consequently the use of stamps totalling 1/- (or 1/1d. if the 
imprinted stamp is taken into account) on this card should not be considered as any indication as to correct 
postal rates.   That the card just happens to be postmarked on a date earlier than that perceived some 80+ years 
later to be the date of issue is an added bonus! 
 
Moscow, incidentally, is a very rare destination for airmail of this period.   
 
I wish to acknowledge the help of Peter Wingent in the compilation of this article. 
 
[1]  The Stamps of the Union of South Africa 1910 - 1961 (1986). 
[2]  The reduction in time was as a result of the stage between Cairo and Alexandria being flown - previously this part of 

the route had been by rail. 
[3]  Covers illustrating some South African Airmail Rates 1911 to 2911. 
[4]  The Airposts of South Africa. 
[5]  From the Post Office, Pretoria. 
 
 
 
 

Air mail label panes from G.B. stamp booklets 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
A typical booklet pane is illustrated and for those of you who collect these items, you might be interested to 
visit an extremely informative website. From it I learned that this particular label is the third of twelve types 
known and it was contained in 3/- stamp booklets, editions 212 to 215, issued March to May 1931.  I have not 
found such detailed information elsewhere.  It certainly increased my interest in these labels. 
The address is https://sites.google.com/site/gbstampbooklets/home. 
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Imperial Airways North Atlantic First Flight Covers  
 

John C. Symons 
 
At 2:14 p.m. B.S.T. on 5th August 1939 Imperial Airways’ (IA) flying boat Caribou, (G–AFCV) a Short 
Bros. S30 C class Empire  flying boat lifted off Southampton Water on the first of a series of flights destined 
for New York where it arrived at 9:27 p.m. E.S.T. on 6th August.  Intermediate stops were made at Foynes, 
Republic of Ireland; Botwood, Newfoundland, and Montreal, Canada. It was reported the aircraft was carrying 
some 1000 lb. of mail, much of which would have been special first flight covers. The return flight departed 
New York City’s flying boat base, Port Washington on 9th August, arriving back in Southampton 11th Aug. 
 
First Flight Covers: 
 

Two covers were prepared to commemorate the first Transatlantic flight by IA. The first was designed by the 
American graphic artist Edward MacKnight Kauffer (1890 – 1954), but was rejected late in the day; this cover 
will be discussed below. 
 

 
 
A second cover was prepared in double quick time, designed by Theyre Lee–Elliot (1903 – 1988); an example 
of which is illustrated in figure 1. Its sheer simplicity suggests it was prepared with little time for detailed 
thought, although its symbolism does indicate its purpose, the four wavy lines metaphors for the Atlantic 
Ocean, the two Speedbirds representing both westerly and easterly crossings, and the text signifying the route 
flown. The whole is topped off with Lee–Elliot’s design for the British airmail etiquette. In common with 
most of his works his initials ‘L–H’ were added above the lower text block on the left hand side. Just like the 
earlier Pan American Airways first flight covers, Imperial Airways covers were cancelled on arrival on the 
reverse side.  The one other feature of importance is the serial number stamped at the lower right hand corner 
on the reverse of all the covers. These make a major contribution to their history by giving scope for analysis 
of the numbers produced, and their distribution. 
 
Some of you may recognise, or feel there is something familiar about the name, Mr. Eddie J. Rickenbacker, 
the recipient of the cover (figure 1). The cover enclosed a letter on Imperial Airways headed notepaper 
promoting the new Transatlantic service, and signed by Lionel Runciman (IA’s chief executive.). At this time 
Rickenbacker was the chairman of the board of the American airline Eastern Air Lines. However, he is 
probably better known as America’s premier fighter ace of World War I with 26 aerial victories to his credit, 
making him America's most successful fighter ace in the war. 

Figure 1. Obverse and 
reverse sides of IA’s 
First Flight cover, 5th 
August 1939. 
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This article explores the variations to be found in these two covers and their distribution. The analysis is 
largely dependent on the serial numbers imprinted on the obverse sides. Much of what follows is drawn from 
a series of articles published between March 2000 and June 2002 in “The Canadian Aerophilatelist.” 
 
The T. Lee–Elliot Cover: 
 

IA’s covers were distributed for use in those countries where landings were made, with the exception of the 
Newfoundland and Republic of Ireland; no mail was carried on any IA flight between Southampton and 
Foynes in either direction. 
 
An examination of a small sample indicates the probable allocations as shown in Table 1. 
 

Table 1. Cover distribution. Serial Numbers 

Lee–Elliot Cover - 1st printing  Total 

Britain & Ireland  1 8000 8,000 

USA 8001 12000 4,000 

Canada 12001 15000 3,000 

Newfoundland No allocation?  

 Total 1st printing:  15,000 

2nd & 3rd printing   

Britain & Ireland 2nd 15001 20000 5,000 

Britain & Ireland 3rd 20001 25000 5,000 

Total all three printings:  25,000 

 

The lowest serial number from the first printing of Britain and Ireland covers that has been seen is 23: the 
cover featured in figure 1. This very low number would suggest that IA retained an initial block of covers for 
their own use. The highest is 6985. The lowest US number is 8263 and the highest is 9651, and for Canada the 
lowest is 13093, and  the highest is 13460. 
 
From the second and third printing only covers posted in Britain and Ireland 
are so far known, the lowest number is 15036, and highest is 24876. This 
would probably indicate the numbers allocated to the US and Canada were 
sufficient to meet demand. The scarcest covers are those originating from 
Newfoundland. Table 1 indicates there was no allocation made to the colony. 
One cover does appear in the lists examined; this has a serial number of 
4345, a number which features in the first distribution to Britain and Ireland. 
It is addressed to the well known dealer Francis Field of Sutton Coldfield 
and it is highly probable this was one of a batch of covers sent by him prior 
to the first flight and carried by Pan American Airways’ Transatlantic 
service. Only one unused cover has been discovered lacking a serial number, 
suggesting the application of serial numbers was not concurrent with the 
printing of the graphic on the front. 
 
Table 1 is a guide to the number of covers distributed, and the number of 
releases to the public, which is confirmed in the cutting from an undated 
copy of the English newspaper The Daily Telegraph (Figure 2). 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Undated cutting from 
Daily Telegraph 



Figure 3. S/No. 18809 2329 1281 

Figure 4. E McKnight Kauffer’s rejected design. 
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It has been argued that it is possible to discriminate between the printings from the colour of the graphic, with 
the colour varying between a bright blue and a grey blue. There is without doubt a discernible difference 
between the shades, but in the covers examined for this article it would be presumptuous to assume colour is a 
definitive test in discriminating between the three printings.  Figure 3 illustrates the graphic from three covers. 
Serial number 1281 is an illustration of the bright blue colour, and is an exceptional example from the first 
printing. Number 2329 is also from the first printing and is nowhere near as bright. The cover, serial number 
18809, from the third printing is very clearly an example of the blue grey colour. See also figure 1, which is 
an example of the bright blue from the first printing, and is a much deeper and less bright than the cover 
numbered 1281 below, more in line with cover numbered 2329. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The E MacKnight Kauffer Cover: 
 

In the first instance it was E McKnight Kauffer who was called upon to design IA’s commemorative cover to 
be carried on the first two Transatlantic crossings undertaken by IA. His design which was accepted by IA is 
illustrated in figure 4, but was later rejected on political grounds when copies were sent to participating 
countries. Adverse criticism was received from Canada, Newfoundland and Ireland. The most widely 
accepted reason for this rejection was a lack of national identity, the design featuring national emblems for 
Britain and USA only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 5: (a). Small handstamp: 23/24mm. (b.) Large handstamp: 53mm. 
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The covers were recalled pending distribution of the Lee–Elliot design. Not all covers were returned, a batch 
had already been sold in Canada, resulting in a small number being found postally used. 
 
Like the Lee–Elliot design, the McKnight Kauffer covers also featured serial numbers. It would appear there 
was only a single printing, but with increased numbers. The covers ranged from 1 to at least 18000, how these 
were distributed is entirely open to conjecture, other than all covers seen were sent from Canada and in the 
range 15001 to 18000, lowest serial number being 15004, and the highest 17101. Of the other two the most 
likely distribution was for Britain and Ireland serial numbers 1 to 10000, and to USA 10001 to 15000, 
assuming none were sent to Newfoundland. Of the 16 Canadian covers examined, 13 were carried on the first 
flight and originated in Montreal, suggesting that it was from that city early sales to the public were made. 
Two were posted in Vancouver, and the one remaining was posted in Eastbourne, Ontario; it missed the first 
flight, and was carried on the second easterly crossing. 
 
The McKnight Kauffer cover illustrated in figure 4 is of particular interest. It is the only one seen to date that 
did not originate from within Canada. Carried on IA’s first flight, it was posted in London on 4th August 1939 
and addressed to Buffalo NY. From there it was readdressed back to London, and carried back across the 
Atlantic on IA’s first easterly crossing. The serial number on the reverse of the cover is 1864, confirming with 
a reasonable degree of certainty that covers were numbered commencing with serial number 1. It also carries 
Francis Field’s cachet of authenticity, also on the reverse. It would therefore seem apparent a number of these 
covers somehow found their way into the British market. 
 
The ‘Printed in England’ Cachet: 
 

Another feature of the Canadian covers which appears on the McKnight Kauffer covers, and later on the Lee–
Elliot covers, is the ‘PRINTED IN ENGLAND’ mauve cachet (Figure 5). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These two cachets remain a mystery. Up to the present they have only been found on covers posted in Canada; 
it was not applied to the cover illustrated in Figure 4. This would suggest the covers were marked following 
arrival in Canada, and prior to distribution, having been seen on covers posted in Montreal, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver. The cachet can be found on both the front and back side of the covers. 
 
Conclusion: 
 

This article leaves a lot of unresolved questions that readers may wish to respond to. Can anyone refine the 
serial numbers listed in Table 1? Are there any members with covers on which the “Printed in England’ 
cachets have been found from countries other than Canada, also McKnight Kauffer covers from other than 
Canada? 
 
References: 
 

Wingent P. (1997), Imperial Airways Empire Flying Boat Services. As reported by “Southern Daily Echo”, 
Winchester. 
 

The Canadian Aerophilatelist, Articles published between March 2000 and June 2002. 
 

Baldwin N.C. (no date), Bridging the Atlantic, F Field, England. 
 

Beith R., Private communication. 
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Not a lot of people know that! 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I found this rather scruffy piece of paper in a book I recently bought - it was apparently being used as a 
bookmark.   It is a straightforward commercial cover, sent from Bremen to Omaruru in South-West Africa.   It 
was posted on the 16th June 1932 in the afternoon (between 2-6pm).   It was realised pretty quickly by 
someone in the German postal service that it would not get to SWA as quickly as presumably the sender 
wanted if it went via England, because the Imperial Airways service had already left the previous day from 
Croydon, and so the item was sent, almost certainly by train, to Berlin, where it arrived just after midnight on 
the 17th June (see #1 below).   It was then put on board the Deutsche Lufthansa service to Athens, and linked 
up with the IA service there on the 18th. 
 
The item reached Johannesburg on the 25th June, where it stayed overnight.   The plane left early the 
following morning and this item was then taken off the service at Kimberley, put on to the link service run by 
South-West African Airways and flown to Windhoek, where it arrived on the 27th June (#2 left).  It was then 
sent to Omaruru, almost certainly by train, finally reaching its destination on the 29th June (#3 left). 

 
Basically, therefore, a very ordinary cover, which does not 
exactly grace the album page with either looks or scarcity, 
hardly justifying its inclusion in a collection as a 
spacefiller. 
 

However, on checking “Movements of Aircraft on 
Imperial Airways’ African Route 1931-39,” I noticed that 
although the aircraft was on time leaving Johannesburg, 
for some reason it arrived at Cape Town 2 days late, a 
flight which would normally be accomplished in a single 
day.   What went wrong? 
 

Sadly, I don’t know and I don’t think it is possible to find 
out now, over 80 years later.   But I have been advised by 

Peter Wingent that the plane made an emergency landing at Touws River, for reasons that have not been 
recorded, before flying on to Cape Town, arriving there on the 28th June, some 2 days after schedule.   It 
seems therefore highly probable that the plane ran into extremely hostile weather conditions on nearing Cape 
Town, which justified an emergency landing at Touws River, which led to its late arrival at Cape Town. 

1 

2 

3 
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Wyndham describes the creation of the service to South Africa during the period leading up to its inauguration 
in somewhat glowing terms - 
 
“The problems confronting this project were enormous … the physical features of the African Continent 
provided almost very conceivable type of obstacle to the operation of aircraft … Twenty seven aerodromes 
and approximately thirty intermediate emergency landing grounds had to be provided …” 
 
Four of these emergency landing grounds were actually between Johannesburg and Cape Town, being 
Hoopstad, Touws River, Worcester and Mulders Vlei.   A fifth was created and commissioned shortly after 
the service had been inaugurated, namely De Aar - the status of this emergency landing strip hardly justifies 
all the fuss that was made when it was opened in May 1932 and visited by the northbound service on the 18th 
May! 
 
The fact that 3 of these emergency landing strips are within about 70 miles of Cape Town speaks volumes for 
the extreme weather conditions which can affect the area - the “Cape of Storms” was not so called for no 
reason at all - to ensure maximum opportunity to avoid disaster should a storm blow up at the very last stage 
of the journey South.   [Or of course the very first stage of the journey North, although the likelihood is that, if 
the weather was looking very dodgy when the plane was due to take off, the departure would be postponed.]  
 
So there you have it - five emergency landing strips, three within 70 miles of Cape Town.   As has been said 
before, “Not a lot of people know that”! 
 
 
[1]  Wingent - an absolutely essential document for students of pre-war South African Airmail. 
[2]  The Airposts of South Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Editor’s note: As there is some space left on this page I thought it might be useful to include my map of the 
emergency landing grounds in South Africa.  I drew it a long time ago and I am ashamed to say I cannot 
remember the source of my information.] 
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BOAC Lisbon Service in Late June 1940 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
Introduction 
One of my principal airmail history interests concerns the disruption to mail in the weeks immediately 
following Italy’s entry into WW2 on 10th June and the German invasion of France. This article asks the 
question whether or not commercial mail was flown on the ‘irregular’ BOAC flying boat service between 
Britain and Portugal in the second half of June. 
 
On 4th June 1940, BOAC had started a twice weekly service using DH 91 Albatross between Heston Airport 
in London and Lisbon via Bordeaux1. There were only four flights (with the last on 15th June, returning on 
17th) before the service was suspended on 19th June. 
 
There is no doubt that commercial mail was flown on the DH 91 service. The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked 
in Liverpool on 3rd June 1940, is addressed to Lisbon and is franked with the air mail rate of 5d. It was flown 
on the first flight on 4th June and has returned to sender cachets and a Lisbon postmark on 6th June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Flown on 4th June 1940. 
 
Another cover flown to Portugal is the Francis Field cover in Figure 2, postmarked in Birmingham on 14th 
June and is addressed to New Zealand. It was sent via Lisbon and USA as it was backstamped in New Zealand 
on 16th July, eleven days before the first Horseshoe mail had arrived. The ‘Overseas Mail Branch Report 40’ 
on 15th June gives the details2: 

 

“air mail correspondence for Australia and New Zealand to be forwarded by the North Atlantic air 
service which is due to leave Lisbon on the 20th of June for onward conveyance from San Francisco 
by the S.S. Monterey which is due to leave San Francisco on the 25th June and to reach Auckland on 
the 12th July and Sydney on the 15th of July.” 

 

Further details are given in the ‘Overseas Mail Branch Report 41’ on 22nd June2: 
 

“… such air mail correspondence on hand for Australia and New Zealand as could be accommodated 
on the London – Lisbon air service, was despatched on the 15th June via the Trans-Atlantic air 
service to New York and San Francisco, for onward conveyance by surface route across the Pacific. 
… On the 18th of June air mail correspondence for New Zealand, Australia, Hong Kong and China 
which had come to hand notwithstanding the notification of the air mail service, was again 
despatched by the London – Lisbon – New York – San Francisco air services for onward conveyance 
by surface route.” 
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The last landplane service to Lisbon was on 15th June while there was a flying boat service on 19th June1. 
Mail on the UK – Lisbon flight of 15th June was flown Lisbon – New York on 19th – 20th June while mail 
dispatched by the UK – Lisbon flight of 19th June was flown Lisbon – New York on 21st – 22nd June2. Mail 
on both services therefore had ample time to connect with the ‘S.S. Monterey’ which left San Francisco one 
day late on 26th June and arrived in Auckland on 13th July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: UK -  Lisbon – USA – New Zealand, postmarked on 14th June 1940. 
 
However, not all mail to Portugal made such a good connection. Figure 3 shows a post card from Britain to 
Porto, Portugal, franked with the post card air mail rate of 2½d. and postmarked in Wolverhampton on 10th 
June 1940, but whose Lisbon datestamp is not until 29th June. The delay in delivery shows the disruption in 
the postal services at this time. The card may have been sent by sea or on the flying boat service that replaced 
the DH 91 landplane service.  
 
Irregular Flying Boat Service 19th – 30th June 
The replacement flying boat service was described as ‘occasional’ or ‘irregular’. The were six flights to 
Lisbon on: 19th, 24th, 25th, 27th, 28th and 30th June. Three of the flights were from Poole while the flights of 
24th, 25th and 27th June were from Plymouth1. There was then a gap of a week before a regular twice weekly 
service from Poole to Lisbon started on 8th July. 
 
Referring to the irregular service to Lisbon, the ‘Overseas Mail Branch Report 41’ on 22nd June stated2: 

 

“The service is now performed by flying boat direct to Lisbon and does not operate to any definite 
schedule, flights being made on an “ad hoc” when a flying boat is available.  A flight on this basis 
was made on the 19th of June but no information regarding the probable date of the next flight can be 
obtained.” 

 
The ‘Report on the Progress of Civil Aviation’ stated3,4:  
 

“Between 19th June and 10th July, occasional flights were operated, carrying diplomatic mail; from 
10th July, a service was operated twice weekly. The flights were made with Short “Empire” S.23, 
S.30 and S.30 Mod (“C” class) flying boats.” 

 
CAIS report No. 56 on 10th July reported5: 

 

“Since 19th June, S.30 flying boats have been operating a service at irregular intervals between the 
United Kingdom and Lisbon, chiefly for the carriage of diplomatic mail and special passengers. A 
regular service has now been introduced …. A special route avoiding French and Spanish territory 
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has been agreed with the Defence Authorities and the flying boats will be afforded R.A.F. escort when 
important passengers are carried.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Postmarked on 10th June 1940. 
 
There is therefore the suggestion that only diplomatic mail was carried on these ‘occasional’ flights. However, 
commercial mail was carried on the preceding twice weekly landplane service and on the succeeding twice 
weekly regular flying boat service and there would seem to be at least as much capacity for commercial mail 
on the ‘occasional’ service as there were six flights during the twelve days between the 19th and 30th June. 
 
That commercial mail was carried is supported by the reports in the ‘Overseas Mail Branch Reports 41, 42 and 
43’ of 22nd and 29th June and 6th July 1940 which report the flights of 19th, 24th, 28th and 30th June and 
that: “air correspondence for North America, South America, Gibraltar, Portugal and Spain was despatched” 
and they list the connecting clipper flight to New York2. That suggests that no commercial air mail was carried 
on the flights of 25th and 27th June from Plymouth, but was carried on the other flights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: To USA, postmarked on 17th June 1940. 
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The cover to the USA in Figure 4 is postmarked in London on 17th June 1940 and has routing instructions to 
be flown to Portugal and then to be flown across the Atlantic to New York. It was redirected in Wisconsin on 
3rd July. Interestingly, it has a late use of the PC. 66 censor label which I assume was applied in the UK rather 
than in Bermuda. Being sent to the censors may be the reason that it missed the service that left Poole on 19th 
June. Mail on the Poole – Lisbon flight of 24th June connected with the trans Atlantic service on 25th – 26th 
June2 which would give it plenty of time to get to Wisconsin to be redirected on 3rd July. Mail on the service 
to Lisbon on 28th June connected with the trans Atlantic service on 2nd – 3rd July and so that service would 
have been too late. 
 
Regular Twice Weekly Service from 8th July 
A twice weekly service started on 8th July. As the report in the ‘Overseas Mail Branch Reports 44’ on 13th 
July gives the weight of commercial mail carried on the first two services on 8th and 11th July2, there is no 
doubt that commercial mail was carried. There had been no air mail service in the previous week and the first 
flight was unable to carry all the waiting mails (only 325 kilos of the waiting 775 kilos), but the flight on 11th 
July carried the remaining 450 kilos plus a further 175 kilos that “came to hand in the interim.” The 8th July 
service connected with Pan Am flight to New York on 10th – 11th July while the 11th July service connected 
with the clipper flight of 13th – 16th July. 
 
Conclusion 
Although there were delays, and it is likely that not all the waiting commercial mail could always be carried, it 
does seem to be the case that it was not only diplomatic mail that was flown on the ‘irregular’ service flying 
boat service in the second half of June. 
 
I would be very interested in hearing about other covers from Britain to Portugal (and subsequent 
destinations) that were posted around this time and which have transit datestamps to indicate if and when they 
were flown. 
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Tennis racquets by air mail! 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

Whilst trawling through “The Tanganyika Standard” in The British Library during the summer, in the edition 
of 8 April 1933 I came across a report of a lecture on Africa given under the auspices of the Unionist 
Canvassing Corps, given by Sir Basil Blackett at Caxton Hall, London.  I was amused by the fact that he used 
the example of a saving in time in the restringing of tennis racquets to illustrate the benefits of air mail. 
 
Sir Basil stated that people got their 
racquets back “in three or four days,” but 
in fact at this time I.A. northbound services 
flew from Dodoma to Nairobi on 
Saturdays and southbound from Nairobi to 
Dodoma on Thursdays.  Thus they had to 
wait at least five days for their restrung 
racquets.   
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The Karachi route and mail for Australia, 1929 
 

By John Crowe 
 
In March/April 1929 Imperial Airways extended its weekly Cairo to Basra service in each direction to become 
the Croydon to Karachi service, popularly known as the “Karachi route”.  The first eastward service, IE1, left 
Croydon on Saturday 30th March 1929 and arrived at Karachi on 6th April. The first return flight, IW1, left 
Karachi on 7th April and arrived at Croydon on 14th April.  Details of the mail service are described in P.O. 
Circular dated 27th March. The air mail fee, in addition to the normal letter rate, was 2½d. per ½ oz. for Egypt 
and Palestine, 4½d. for Iraq and 6d. for India. The mails closed at GPO London at 6 am on Saturdays. No 
mention is made of this service being available for mail beyond India, for example, to Australia. 
 
In 1929 the Australian Government awarded a mail contract to Western Australian Airways for a weekly air 
mail service between Adelaide and Perth. This provided some acceleration of the mail from eastern states of 
Australia to England. The air mail fee was 3d. per ½ oz. The British Post Office made arrangements for mail 
from UK to Australia to take advantage of this service. Mail carried by surface to Fremantle, close to Perth, 
could be flown to the eastern states and save up to four days in transit. The P.O. Circular dated 1st May 1929 
states that the first despatch will be made on Thursday 6th May to connect at Marseilles with the mail packet 
Maloja. The air mail fee, in addition to normal postage, was 3d. per ½ oz.  A cover, postmarked in Surrey on 
8th May 1929 is shown in fig. 1.  It is back-stamped at Melbourne on 7th June, having been carried on the first 
Perth-Adelaide air service which left Perth on 5th June: a day later than planned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
No mention is made of the Karachi route in the circular of 1st May. In fact, it was not until August 1929 that 
the Post Office opened the Karachi route to mail for Australia.  P.O. Circular dated 28th August 1929 states 
that “correspondence for all countries beyond India, namely........Australia, can now be sent by the Indian 
mail. The air mail fee is the same as for India, namely 6d. per half ounce in addition to ordinary postage.”  
 
The first flight with Australian mail left Croydon on Saturday 31st August (IE23). The aircraft, City of 
Jerusalem, crashed on landing at Jask and caught fire. Two of the crew of four and the sole passenger were 
killed. A small amount of mail is said to have been salvaged but it is doubtful whether any mail from England 
to Australia survived.  I show a cover (fig. 2) which was probably carried on the third flight, IE 25, which left 
Croydon on 14th September and reached Karachi on 21st September.  It was cancelled at Leatherhead, Surrey, 
on 13th September; there is no back-stamp. The postage was 10½d. - letter rate 1½d., Karachi route 6d. and 
Perth-Adelaide service 3d. 
 
Having reached Karachi the mail needed to be transported to Colombo where it would be picked up by the 
England to Australia mail packet to carry it to Fremantle.  It was carried by rail to Dhanushkodi, near the 
southern tip of India, carried by steamer across the Palk Straits to Talaimannar Pier and then by rail to 
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Colombo - see maps in figs. 4 and 5.  The cover I show in fig. 2 would have been picked up at Colombo by 
the mail packet Mongolia which arrived at Fremantle on 7th October. It would then have been flown on the 
Western Australian Airways flight which left Perth on 8th October and arrived at Adelaide on 9th October. It 
continued by rail to Melbourne, arriving the next day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
 
Although mail for Australia was not carried officially on the Karachi route until 31st August, it is believed 
some mail was carried before this date.  In an article in “Air Mail News” in February 2005, vol.47, No.188, 
Bill Legg shows a cover which was posted at Rochester, Kent, on 28th March 1929 and was received at 
Rochester, Victoria, on 5th May. The superscription requests “air mail to Karachi” and the cover is correctly 
franked 7½d. for this service. It is addressed to a well known air mail collector in Australia.  P.O. Circular 
dated 5th June 1929 supports the claim that some mail was carried prior to August 1929. It reads, 
 

“Reference Circular of 27th March it should be noted that the England-India air service does not at present 
assure any material acceleration over the ordinary route in the case of correspondence beyond India. 
Correspondence for Ceylon and Australia sent to Karachi by air mail is due to reach Colombo on the 
following Saturday week i.e. about the same time as the ordinary mail despatched from London on the 
Thursday prior to the departure of the air mail. The connection at Colombo with the corresponding mail 
steamer cannot be guaranteed.    Enquiries should be answered on the lines indicated above.” 
 
In many cases the Karachi service did not accelerate the mail to Australia. Mail left by surface on Thursdays 
and by air on Saturdays and both services then came together at Colombo. An advantage accrued only where 
the sender missed the Thursday mail but was in time for the Saturday mail.  
 
I have come across one cover to Australia in May 1929 which it is claimed, wrongly, was carried on the 
Karachi route. It appeared in an Australian auction in 2013. The cover is addressed to Mr. V.G. Wilson and is, 
for all practical purposes, identical to the cover shown at fig 1. It is described as follows: 
 

“1929 (May 8) First England-Australia Airmail, franked 4½d. for 1½d. Imperial service rate plus 3d. airmail 
surcharge to Iraq. Flown Imperial Airways flight IE7, departed Croydon 14th May, arriving Baghdad 15th 
(Basra 16th), then surface to Australia, Melbourne 7th June arrival b/s, where also are ”BCM Airfield” 
guarantee h/s(3 types) VF Rare” 
 
It was unsold and has re-appeared from time to time. The superscription “First England-Australia Airmail” on 
the cover is perhaps misleading but it is clear that the cover was intended for, and would have been carried on, 
the first Perth-Adelaide service.  It can also be added that the air fee for Iraq was 4½d. in addition to the letter 
rate, not 3d. 
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We have seen that the Karachi route had been operating for five months before the British Post Office 
officially made it available for mail from England to Australia. The Australian Post Office was even slower. 
The first service left Fremantle on17th December 1929 and arrived in London on 9th January 1930. The 
registered cover shown in fig. 3 was cancelled at Perth on 16th December and was addressed to Sutton 
Coldfield, where it was backstamped on 10th January. The postage was 10½d. - Karachi route 6d., registration 
fee 3d. and letter rate 1½d.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Figure 4           Figure 5 
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RANA – London to Salisbury flight, August 1935 
 

By Neil Donan 
 
Between 1934 and 1948 Imperial Airways (IA) logged the arrival and departure of its aircraft on their African 
and Eastern international routes on aircraft movement charts.[1] These ‘air-charts’ have proved extremely 
useful to philatelists wishing to investigate and list the routings a particular philatelic item may have taken 
when flown by airmail.  
 
In the June 2015 issue of the Imperial Airways Gazette, Peter Wingent identified the inclusive listing of a 
Wilsons’ Airways aircraft on three charts (November 1935, December 1935 and May 1936).[2] In this article 
I describe the presence of another listing dealing with non-IA aircraft movement.  
 

During the course of 
reviewing the August 1935 
African air-chart I noted an 
entry at the top of the chart 
for an aeroplane with a 
registration number listed 
as VP-YAU (Figure 1). 
The civil registration list 
indicates this was a 
Dragon Rapide DH89A 
belonging to the Rhodesian 
and Nyasaland Airways 
Co. (RANA) (Figure 2). 
 
      Figure 1  

Air Movement chart from August 1935. Red arrow shows VP-YAU; Black arrow indicates AS262. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
Dragon Rapide VP-YAU in Salisbury (1930’s) [3] 

 
With the help of Peter Wingent, who very kindly provided me copies of George Thomson’s scrapbook, I was 
able to fill in much of the blanks and background relating to this flight.[4] Additional information was 
obtained from various newspaper clippings and magazine articles. [5-8] 
 
RANA was incorporated on 12 October 1933 and became operational on 1 February 1934. In addition to 
providing air services for the Rhodesias and Nyasaland it served as a feeder airline for IA who were also 
responsible for providing management and technical assistance to the company. In April of the same year IA  
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leased RANA a three-engine Westland Wessex (G-ABEG) for its service until the arrival of the Dragon 
Rapide. [9, 10] VP-YAU was the first of six DH89As to be ordered and used by RANA. 
 
Piloting the aeroplane was Capt. 
G.I. Thomson who had been 
seconded by IA to act as the new 
Operations Manager for RANA, to 
be based in Salisbury. His Flight 
Engineer was a Mr. Gray, one of 
four ground engineers employed by 
RANA. Also on board for the flight 
from London were three 
passengers, his wife, son and Harry 
Stanley, the son of Sir Herbert 
Stanley, Governor-General of 
Southern Rhodesia, who was 
returning home for the school 
holidays. Figure 3 is from a 
newspaper clipping showing 
Thomson and his passengers 
standing in front of VP-YAU prior 
to their departure from Croydon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
                  Figure 3 
 
George Irving Thomson was born 25 October 1891 in Assam, Egypt. He acquired his initial piloting skills 
with the Hampshire Flying Club. During WWI he served as a Royal Flying Corps Observer undertaking aerial 
reconnaissance, receiving his commission in July 1918. On 6 November 1918, his plane was hit by a shell 
destroying the left aileron causing the plane to begin to spin out of control. Thomson climbed out of his 
cockpit and placed himself against the right lower wing to provide a ballast. This allowed the pilot to regain 
control of the plane and safely land it. For his actions Thomson was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC), surely one of the last awarded during the war. 
 
In 1924 he left the Royal Air Force, having achieved the rank of Flight Lieutenant, and joined the newly 
formed IA and is recognized as one of the company’s original sixteen pilots. He undertook regular flights on 
the Croydon-Paris run. He later flew on other European routes. Because of his aerial reconnaissance 
experience IA used him in a variety of countries including New Guinea and Iraq to survey potential air routes. 
With the formation of RANA in 1933 Thomson was chosen by IA to survey and pioneer new “feeder” air 
routes in Central Africa.  
 
Thomson and his passengers departed from Croydon on 1 August arriving in Salisbury 11 days later (11 
August). This contrasted with the regularly scheduled IA flight, AS262, which left one day earlier, but took 
only seven days to complete the journey to Salisbury. Although the Dragon Rapide had a faster cruising speed 
and approximately the same flying range as the two aircraft used by IA for the African portion of the flight 
(Table 1), it is likely that because he was the only pilot for the entire journey, Thomson may have decided to 
take a more leisurely flight to Salisbury. Figure 4 is part of the official Air-chart log of the two flights 
chronicling their journeys. I have highlighted the flights. Table 2 provides a breakdown of the flight route data 
of VP-YAU together with approximate distances between destinations. 
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Table 1 
Comparative Specifications for aircraft used on Croydon-Salisbury Flight 

 

Aeroplane 
Cruising 

Speed 
(mph) 

Range 
(miles) Company Stage 

Dragon Rapide HP89A 132 573 RANA Croydon – Salisbury 
Avro 652 143 790 Croydon - Brindisi 
Short S.17 Kent 105 450 Brindisi - Alexandria 
HP42  100 500 Alexandria – Kisumu 
Armstrong Atalanta  118 640 

Imperial 
Airways 
(AS262) 

Kisumu – Salisbury 
 

Table 2 
Flight path (route) taken by VP-YAU from Croydon to Salisbury 

 
Departure Departure City Distance 

1 Aug London London - Paris   213 m (344 km) 
 Paris Paris - Marseille 398 m (641 km) 

2 Aug Marseille Marseille - Cagliari  351 m (565 km) 
3 Aug Cagliari (Sardinia) Cagliari - Tunis 178 m (287 km) 

 Tunis Tunis - Tripoli  333 m (537 km) 
4 Aug Tripoli Tripoli - Benghazi  416 m (670 km)  
5 Aug ? Benghazi Benghazi - Cairo 678 m (1,082 km) ? refuel at Bardia 283 m 
6 Aug Cairo Cairo - Luxor 318 m (513 km) 
7 Aug Luxor Luxor - Khartoum  695 m (1,120 km) ? refuel Wadi Haifa 281 m 
8 Aug Khartoum Khartoum - Juba  743 m (1,197 km) ? refuel Malakal 422 m 
9 Aug Juba Juba - Nairobi  556 m (896 km) ? refuel Kisumu 422 m 
10 Aug Nairobi Nairobi - Mbeya  574 m (925 km) ? refuel Dodoma 346 m 
11 Aug Mbeya Mbeya - Mpika  243 m (392 km) 

 Mpika Mpika - Salisbury  421 m (679 km) 
 Arrival - Salisbury Arrived 11 August 

 
 
Note: Thomson’s Logbook shows routing as: London – Sardinia – Tunis – Cairo – Wadi Haifa – Atbara – 
Khartoum – Juba – Nairobi – Dodoma – Broken Hill – Lusaka – Salisbury. 

 
It is quite possible that the Dragon Rapide was expected in Salisbury earlier as we noted that the souvenir 
covers used for the First Flights between Salisbury and Beira (1 August) and between Blantyre and Beira (5 
August) as well as the return flights included images of a Dragon Rapide on the envelope. This is discussed in 
more detail in a separate article appearing in this issue. [11]  
 
The Dragon Rapide VP-YAU was used on the various RANA routes until February 1940 when RANA was 
absorbed into the newly created Southern Rhodesia Air Services. The aeroplane was taken out of commission 
in August 1944. 
 
Thomson continued to fly as a pilot on many of the RANA “feeder” routes.  He served as resident operations 
manager for RANA from September 1934 to January 1937 when he retired and returned to England. Prior to 
WWII he undertook further aerial survey work, this time looking at potential trans-Atlantic routes. During the 
war he worked in Bristol as an Air Accident Investigator. Sadly his later life was marred by tragedy. His only 
child and son, Ian, died during the war. Prior to his retirement Thomson developed cancer and died at the age 
65 in 1956. His scrap book became his legacy. 
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Figure 4. 
 

Air Movement Chart showing 
routing of AS262 (green line) 
and VP-YAU (black line) 
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Your questions and answers 
 

 

John Crowe asks the following: 
 
WHERE DID THIS COVER JOIN THE KARACHI ROUTE? 
 
I purchased recently the cover 
shown.  It was posted by express 
mail in Offenbach am Main, a town 
a close to Frankfurt, and cancelled 
on 22nd February 1930. It was 
addressed to Sydney where it was 
back-stamped on 21st March.  The 
superscription requested carriage by 
the Karachi route and it was 
correctly franked for this service. It 
was carried on the Karachi route as 
evidenced by the Dhanushkodi 
transit mark dated 7th March 1930 
on the reverse. (Dhanushkodi was a 
staging post for the carriage of mail 
by surface from Karachi to Colombo 
where mail for Australia was picked 
up by the mail packet from 
England). 
 

The cover appears to have been 
carried on Imperial Airways service 
IE48 which reached Karachi on 3rd 
March. This service left Croydon on 
22nd February, the same day the 
cover was posted in Offenbach. As 
the mails closed in London at 6 am 
on Saturday 22nd February there is 
no possibility of the cover having 
joined the flight at Croydon. So 
where did it join the Karachi route?  
The previous owner of the cover, 
now sadly deceased, suggested in 
his write-up two possibilities. The 
first was carriage on the Simplon 
Orient Express, linking with the 
Karachi route somewhere between 
Paris and Athens. The second was 
carriage on the Junkers Luftverkehr 
service to Teheran followed by 
surface to Bushire where it joined 

the Karachi route. Maybe one of our members with knowledge of German mail services of that time can throw 
some light on the question. 
 
Postage paid was 2 mk 15 pfg for a 20g letter- letter rate 25 pfg; foreign express rate 50 pfg; air mail fee 35 
pfg per 5g.  
 
Additional information provided by Bob Clark: 
At Colombo the cover was picked up by the Orontes which left Colombo on 8th March and arrived at 
Fremantle on 18th March.  It would then have been flown on the Perth - Adelaide service on 18th/19th March, 
carried on the over-night train to Melbourne, arriving on the morning of 20th March and from there by train to 
Sydney, arriving early on 21st March (as confirmed by the back-stamp). 
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An unusual Scipio cover 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
This cover was posted on board the SS Chenonceaux which left Marseilles for Kobe on 7 August. With effect 
from 1 July 1934 mail could be accepted on board ships operating the Marseilles – Kobe route for onwards 
transmission by air [1]. In this case the cover was almost certainly landed at Djibouti when the ship called 
there on 17 August. The 3f franking suggests the cover was landed at a French colony from where it could be 
carried at the 50c surface rate plus the relevant air fee. The rate between France and British and Italian 
Somaliland was 2f 50c per 5g, hence the 3f stamp. The cover was probably flown from Djibouti by the Ala 
Littoria service and was then transferred to Imperial Airways flight IW 470 and was thus on board Scipio 
when it crashed at Mirabella Bay on 22 August. Having been salvaged the cover was forwarded from Athens 
to France. As it has a Marseilles transit it seems probable that it was flown from Athens by Air France. It has a 
very clear strike of the French crash cachet Stanford type 360822k. The reverse has also been officially sealed 
by the French post office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[1]  R Salles, La Poste MaritimeFrancaise tome V p 179 
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Britain / Gold Coast Air Mail Services in June 1940 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
My interest in the Horseshoe Route has recently broadened to what happened to other airmail services that 
were disrupted in June 1940 due to Italy entering WW2 and the fall of France. As part of this, I recently 
purchased covers to and from the Gold Coast. The first, shown in Figure 1,  is postmarked in Bedford on 27th 
May 1940 and has a redirection postmark in the Gold Coast on 4th June. The cover has routing instructions 
‘By French Aero-Maritime’, but would have been flown by BOAC from Heston to Paris and so I hope that this 
discussion comes within the orbit of the IA Study Group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Britain to Gold Coast, postmarked 27th May 1940 
 
 
 

Via French Service to Gold Coast 
 

According to Overseas Mails Branch (OMB) Report 30 of 6th April 19401: 
 

“Arrangements have been made, with the agreement of the Air Ministry, for air mail correspondence 
for the Gold Coast Colony prepaid at the existing rate of 1s.3d. per half ounce (postcards 7d.) to be 
despatched by the Imperial Airways’ service via Khartoum or by the French air service via Dakar 
whichever offers the earlier outlet. These arrangements, which were amongst the matters discussed 
with the French Minister of Transmissions on the 18th and 19th of March, came into force on the 1st 
of April and there are accordingly now two outlets instead of one each week for such correspondence, 
the latest times of posting being noon on Friday and 7.30 a.m. on Tuesday for the British and French 
services respectively. The scheduled times of transmission are 7 days by the Imperial Airways’ service 
to Accra and Takoradi and 5 days by the French service to Accra.” 
 

According to OMB Report 36 of 18th May1, this arrangement was extended to air mail for Nigeria starting on 
20th May. 
 
The issue of Flight Magazine on 11th April 1940 reported the announcement by the Postmaster General that 
the air mail service to the Gold Coast Colony was now twice instead of once a week2. It gave the closing times 
at the Head Post Office in London, but made no mention of the fact that the additional service used French 
airlines. 
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The French service was by BOAC from Heston to Paris; by Air France from Paris to Dakar (Senegal) via 
Toulouse, Barcelona, Oran (Algeria), Casablanca and Agadir (Morocco); and by Aeromaritime from Dakar to 
Accra via Conakry (French Guinea) and Abidjan (Ivory Coast). The Air France service to Dakar was part of 
their South American service while, due to the primitive airports along part of the way, the Aeromaritime 
service from Dakar used Sikorsky S43 amphibious aircraft. 
 
As the cover in Figure 1 was postmarked in Bedford on 27th May, it fits with the latest time of posting early 
on Tuesday 28th May. It would be flown by BOAC to Paris on the 28th; Paris – Casablanca on 29th and 
Casablanca – Dakar on 30th by Air France; Dakar – Conakry on 31st May, Conakry – Abidjan on 1st June 
and Abidjan – Accra on 2nd June by Aeromaritime4. It was first redirected to Koforidua  (near Accra) and 
then to Kumasi and has a Koforidua redirection postmark on 4th June and so the dates fit.  
 
The next French service closed on Tuesday 4th June and the BOAC Aircraft Movement Charts3 show that the 
Heston – Paris flight on that date was cancelled. The next French service would close on Tuesday 11th June, 
but there was no service from Heston to France on that date with the short-lived BOAC Heston – Tours service 
not starting until 12th June.  
 
BOAC Service 
 

The British service was by the BOAC African service which left Poole on a Saturday and arrived in Khartoum 
on a Tuesday. From Khartoum there was a weekly trans-African service to Takoradi in the Gold Coast via El 
Geneina, Kano, Lagos and Accra which typically left Khartoum on a Wednesday and arrived in Takoradi on a 
Friday. The service from Khartoum to Lagos was by BOAC and from Lagos to Takoradi by Elders Colonial 
Airways, a company partly owned by BOAC. De Havilland DH 86 aircraft were used. 
 
The last through BOAC African service (DS278) left Poole on Saturday 8th June and, although it was still in 
the Mediterranean when Italy entered WW2 on 10th June, it was out of the danger area and flew from Athens 
to Alexandria on the 10th. It arrived in Khartoum on 11th June. The connecting flight left Khartoum on 12th 
June and arrived in Accra and Takoradi on 14th June3. That was the last ever service by Elders Colonial 
Airways as when the Lagos – Takoradi service restarted in July 1940, it was run by BOAC. 
 
In the opposite direction, the last through BOAC service left Takoradi on 31st May and arrived in Khartoum 
on 3rd June where it connected with DN275 that was overnight in Khartoum on 3rd – 4th June and arrived in 
Poole on 7th June. 
 

 

Figure 2a: Registered letter, Gold Coast to Scotland. 
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Figure 2b: Stamps on reverse 
 
The next service left Takoradi on 7th June and arrived in Khartoum on 10th June. It connected with DN277 
that was overnight in Khartoum on 10th – 11th June with the mail being ‘dumped’ later on the 11th in Luxor. 
What happened to this ‘dumped’ mail has been described previously5. 
 
The registered cover in Figures 2a and 2b is postmarked in Tarkwa (65 km from Takoradi by railway) on 7th 
June 1940. It is franked with 2s. 0d. (1s. 9d. in stamps plus 3d. registration fee on the envelope) and, as the air 
mail fee from Gold Coast was 1s. 3d. for both the BOAC and French services,6 it would seem to be 
overfranked by 6d. As the flight from Takoradi was not until the late afternoon of 7th June3, the cover may 
have arrived in time to be sent on the flight. If that was the case then it would have arrived in Britain along 
with the rest of the DN277 mail in the middle of July.5 There was a Takoradi – Lagos flight on 9th June, but 
that service did not proceed any further. Hence, if it had been sent on that flight, it would most likely have 
been sent from Lagos to Britain by sea. 
 
Another possibility is that, despite the ‘Imperial’ in manuscript, it may have been flown on the French service. 
The Gold Coast Air mail Schedule6 marks some services with an asterisk to indicate: “Senders should endorse 
their correspondence by the route desired,” but there is no such asterisk against the service to the United 
Kingdom. It would therefore appear that the Gold Coast Post Office would normally send air mail to Britain 
by the next available service. The next French service left Accra on 12th June and arrived in Dakar on 13th 
June, Paris on 15th June and perhaps London on 16th June.7 That mail therefore arrived in Britain a month 
earlier than the BOAC mail of 7th June. Unfortunately, despite being registered, there is the usual lack of 
British transit marks. 
 
French Service after 10th June 
 

OMB Report 40 on 15th June1  stated: 
“Air mail correspondence for Nigeria and the Gold Coast, hitherto sent by the Empire service via 
Khartoum or by French air service, is being forwarded for conveyance exclusively by the latter 
service.” 

Mail may therefore have been sent on the three BOAC Heston – Tours services of 12th, 13th and 14th June to 
connect with the French service to Dakar.  
 
After 14th June there was no longer an airmail service from Britain to France. OMB Report 41 on 22nd June, 
reported that air mail correspondence for Gold Coast and Nigeria was despatched by sea on 19th June1 and 
that was the normal practice from then on. 
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I would be very interested in hearing more details of the Britain – Gold Coast services in May and June 1940 
and any corrections or additions to the above account. 
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Delay to I.A. service DS167 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
Another space to fill so I thought I would include a cover I found 
recently which was flown by DS167. It was delayed two days at Beira 
after the S23 Caledonia collided with a refuelling barge.  The details 
are given in the “Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Report” shown right. 
 
Another interesting feature is that the cover, privately franked in Naples 
on 30 January 1939 and with a Napoli P.O. backstamp of the 31st, was 
flown from there to Alexandria on 1 Feb. by the K.L.M. Dutch East 
Indies service no. 690, operated by the DC3 Wielewaal.  This is proved 
because the cover has an Alexandria backstamp of 1 Feb. and no other 
southbound air services arrived there that day. 
 
The cover also has a Plumstead arrival backstamp of 10 Feb. 1939. 
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The T.R.S. Liemba ~ 100 years old 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

My interest in the fascinating history of The Tanganyika Railways Steamer (T.R.S.) Liemba (fig.1) is the 
result of finding the cover shown in figs. 2 and 3, which at first sight is nothing out of the ordinary.  However, 
it is addressed to Kalomo, in Northern Rhodesia, and was posted in March 1931, when the I.A. service from 
the U.K. extended only to Mwanza, on the southern shore of Lake Victoria, in Tanganyika.  It is the story of 
the cover’s journey from Mwanza to Kalomo which is unusual and part of which involves the Liemba. 
 
First, a brief history of T.R.S. Liemba will set the scene.  She was built in a shipyard in Papenburg, Germany 
in 1913 and was named Graf von Götzen. [1] She was taken apart and packed into 5,000 crates which were 
carried by three ships to Dar es Salaam, from where they were sent by train to Kigoma.  There a small 
shipyard was constructed and the Graf von Götzen was re-assembled and launched in February 1915.  She is 
271 feet long and is 2304 tons 
gross; 1317 tons net.  She was 
armed with four inch and 
three inch guns and also two 
smaller Hotchkiss revolving 
guns and set to work 
conveying German troops and 
cargo across the lake.  In 
1916, whilst moored at 
Kigoma, she was bombed by 
Belgian aircraft and later in 
the year, when the Germans 
abandoned that town, she was 
taken a mile or two down the 
coast, filled with cement, and 
scuttled in shallow water.  
The Belgians raised her and 
towed her back to Kigoma but 
she sank again during a storm.      Figure 1.  Liemba at Kigoma ~ a pre-1930 photograph. 
 
In 1921 the British took control of Kigoma and Winston Churchill ordered the ship to be raised once more. [2] 
Despite the years submerged she was still serviceable because the German crew, hoping to see the ship sail 
again, had coated the engines with thick protective grease before sinking her.  In 1924 she was salvaged and 
work began to recondition her.  She was re-named Liemba: the local name (in Swaheli) for Lake Tanganyika, 
and put into service as a cargo and passenger ferry in 1927.  The original steam engines continued to operate 
until an overhaul conducted between 1976 and 1979, during which they were replaced by twin diesel engines.  
(If any reader ‘Googles’ the ship, some different references will be obtained by searching for “TRS Liemba” 
as opposed to “MV Liemba”).   
 
Remarkably, at 100 years old, she is still operating a fortnightly service between Kigoma and Mpulungu and 
is reputedly the longest serving passenger ship in the world.  She provides a lifeline to the people of the 
villages along the shore of the lake and a very graphic video [3] of one of her journeys is well worth viewing.  
This battered ship, much in need of maintenance, is seen jam-packed with passengers and cargo being visited 
by leaky canoes with crews bailing frantically, and every health and safety rule being broken! 
 
It is alleged [4] that the Graf von Götzen was the inspiration for C.S. Forester’s novel “African Queen” and 
when Hollywood made the film based on the novel in 1951, the Liemba played a role.  She also appeared in 
Michael Palin’s 1992 TV series “Pole to Pole,” during which he sailed on her from Kigoma to Mpulungu.   
 
Sadly the Liemba is probably near the end of her days because there is no funding available for a much needed 
overhaul.  In 2011, the Tanzania government asked the German government for help repairing or replacing the 
ship and KfW, a German government-owned development bank is assessing the situation. 
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To return to the cover, it was posted in Oxford on 20 March 1931 with 7½d. postage paid.  At this time an air 
mail service to Northern Rhodesia was not advertised by the U.K. Post Office, indeed, it did not exist, and nor 
did a prescribed air mail rate to the colony.  Thus the clerk in the Oxford P.O. had no guidance as to what to 
charge the sender.  It appears he took the 7d. for the first ½ oz. rate to East Africa and then added a ½d. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figures 2 & 3. 
 

 
 
 
Backstamps in 
chronological order: 
 
 

1) Mwanza 2 AP 1931. 
 
 

2) Dar es Salaam-Mwanza 
T.P.O. 2 AP 1931. 

 
 

3) Tabora 3 AP 1931. 
 
 

4) Kigoma 6 AP 1931. 
 
 

5) Abercorn 18 APR 31. 
 
 

6) Kalomo 24 APR 31. 
 
 
 
A full itinerary of the cover’s journey is given on the next page.  The sequence of the backstamps proves 
beyond doubt that after arrival at Mwanza, the cover was sent by train to Kigoma and then carried by the 
Liemba to Mpulungu.  The 1930 edition of “The Handbook of Tanganyika” [5] provides the following 
invaluable information regarding the sailings of the Liemba: 
 

“Communications on Lake Tanganyika are maintained by the Tanganyika Government twin-screw steamer 
Liemba which makes a fortnightly journey round the lake calling at all ports.  ……… The Liemba leaves 
Kigoma on alternate Mondays, returning to Kigoma the following Thursday week, and calling in the course of 
her timetable at the following ports: Albertville (the main port for the Belgian Congo), Sumbwa (for Karema), 
Kipili (for Kirando), Wapembe, Kala, Kasanga, Mpulungu (for Abercorn, 26 miles distant in Northern 
Rhodesia) and thence back via Sumbwa and Albertville.”  
 
Maps of the cover’s route from Mwanza to Kalomo and of Liemba’s lake route are shown in fig. 4 and 5 
respectively. 
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From Mwanza, the cover travelled 
by the Tanganyika Northern Line 
railway to Tabora and then by the 
Central Line to Kigoma.  “The 
Handbook of Tanganyika” 
provides the train timetables given 
in the cover’s itinerary below. 
 
After arrival at Mpulungu, the 
cover was sent by road to Kapiri 
Mposhi, via Abercorn, and from 
there by train to Kalomo.  The 
Abercorn - Livingstone combined 
motor and rail service timetable is 
given in the “Northern Rhodesia 
Gazette.” [6] 
 
 
 

   Figure 4. Route of cover shown in red. 
 

  Figure 5.  Route of the Liemba on Lake Tanganyika. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Surface mail to Northern Rhodesia was sent by sea to Cape Town and from there to Livingstone by train, via 
Southern Rhodesia.  The cover is datestamped 9.45 PM on a Friday and the Union-Castle ships sailed from 
Southampton at 4 PM on Fridays.  Thus it is likely that the Oxford P.O. clerk suggested that it be sent via the 
newly-opened I.A. East Africa service which departed Croydon on Saturdays and which it duly caught.   
 
Transit time by surface mail to Livingstone was 21 days and if it had been sent by this means it would have 
departed Southampton at 4 PM on Friday, 27 March in the Union-Castle ship Windsor Castle, which arrived 
Cape Town on 13 April and the cover would have reached Kalomo on the 17th: one week earlier than its 
actual arrival date and would have cost the sender only 1½d. 
 

ITINERARY: CROYDON TO KALOMO 

 

Imperial Airways service AS4: 
 

Croydon dep. 08.30 Sat. 21 March 

Juba arr.     - Sat. 28 March 

Juba dep. 05.45 Wed. 01 April 

Mwanza arr.     - Thur. 02 April 

(Service delayed 3 days at Juba by breakdown of AW 

Argosy City of Birminham) 
 

Tanganyika Railway: 
 

Mwanza dep. 15.40 Thur. 02 April 

Tabora arr. 08.15 Fri. 03 April 

Tabora dep. 21.13 Sun. 05 April 

Kigoma arr. 12.20 Mon. 06 April 
 

Tanganyika Railways steamer Liemba (Lake Tanganyika 

fortnightly service) 
 

Kigoma dep.     - Mon. 13 April 

Mpulungu arr.     - Sat. 18 April 

(Cover then sent 26 miles by road to Abercorn) 
 

Northern Rhodesia Post Office once-weekly motor 

service: 
 

Abercorn dep. 07.20 Sun. 19 April 

Kapiri Mposhi arr. 15.00 Wed. 22 April 
 

Rhodesian railways: 
 

Kapiri Mposhi dep. 15.01 Thur. 23 April 

Kalomo arr. morn. Fri. 24 April 
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Writing in 1956 in the journal of the T.P.O. and Seapost Society, J.H. Harvey Pirie [7] reported that, “For the 
convenience of passengers the Master of the steamer [Liemba] runs a Postal Agency aboard, which is based 
administratively on Kigoma.”  He had received a cover with a postmark of the Agency which was illustrated, 
it being a double ring datestamp reading T.R.S. LIEMBA, and was dated 8 AU 1955. 
 
Whilst searching the internet I came across illustrations of two covers, both 
addressed to the U.S.A., dating from 1936 and 1939 and bearing the same type of 
datestamp.  An example from one of the covers is shown in fig. 6 and was attached 
to the owner’s sheet.  The write-up included the statement that, “She was provided 
with a Postal Agency and its handstamp is recorded in use from 1932.” [8]  
Although the writer did not give his source for this statement, I found  evidence to 
support it on a German website forum [9] in which an example dated 29 FE 1932 
is illustrated (fig. 7) which was part of a question posted in 2011. 
 

              Figure 6 
 
Examples of the T.R.S. LIEMBA datestamp are not common.  
The 1936 cover, from a Cavendish auction, was estimated at 
£100 and realized £130. 
 
I have never seen, nor been able to find on the internet, an 
example of a cover intended for air mail posted on board the 
Liemba but it is perfectly possible for such a cover to exist.  If 
any reader is lucky enough to possess one, please send me an 
illustration for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
 

 Figure 7 
 
 
Finally, fig. 8 shows an 
attractive post card, dating 
from the 1950s or early 
1960s, featuring the Liemba 
at the jetty at Mpulungu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
Figure 8 (author’s collection) 
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I.A. Air Consignment Note 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
Duncan has kindly provided scans of an Imperial Airways’ Air Consignment Note.  This most unusual 
document has to be shown in two parts because the original measures 16½ inches in height.  I have included 
one section (the Consignor’s name: “Air France”) at the bottom of the portion on this page and also at the top 
of the portion on the opposite page so readers may understand how the two parts make the whole. 
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The form tells us that Air France sent a consignment of ‘Texropes’ from London to Athens, via Paris and 
Brindisi.  By ‘googling’ the word texropes I discovered it is the trade name of a company manufacturing drive 
belts for motors, so presumably it was a crate of drive belts.  
 
The consignment was accepted on 8 November 1935 and would have been flown by I.A. Eastern service 
IE391, which departed Croydon on 9 November and arrived Athens on the 11th. 
 
The dimensions are given only as “6 x 6 x 2” which must surely be a measurement of feet.  Also ambiguous is 
the value given only as “6/8,” probably meaning £6 – 8s. – 0d. 
 
The gross weight, shown as “0300” is also puzzling.  On the portion below, the freight rate is given as 3/3d. per 
kg. and the Consignor appears to have paid £3 – 3s. – 3d.  Dividing this price by the rate of 3/3d. per kg. gives 
a weight of 19.46 kg.  Interestingly, the freight rate from London to Athens given in the I.A. timetable of Jan. 
1935 is 3/3d. per kg. but that given in both the May 1935 and March 1936 timetables is 3/2d. per kg., so it is 
surprising that the 3/3d. rate was charged in November 1935.  
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“Airways” magazine 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
The scans of pages featuring Imperial Airways from the July 1927 edition of “Airways,” an early aeronautical 
magazine, were kindly sent to me by Duncan Crewe.  Our thanks to him for sharing them with us. 
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“Pathfinder Bennett” 
 

Material provided by Richard Beith 
 

Richard kindly scanned four photographs from the book “Pathfinder,” subtitled “A War Autobiography by Air 
Vice-Marshal D.C.T. Bennett,  C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O.” published in 1958 by Frederick Muller Ltd., London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landing Mercury at Port Washington, New York, on completion of first 
Commercial-load flight across North Atlantic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The crew of Mercury, myself (Bennett) and R/O Coster, 

Spring 1938, 
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Refuelling at the Orange River (Alexander Bay).  Dundee ~ Cape Town flight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first direct-flight mail from the United Kingdom to Egypt: 
Loading I ton aboard Mercury, December, 1938. 


