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Editorial 
 
Another December edition, so I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healthy New 
Year and happy and successful collecting in 2015. 
 
This edition contains a wide range of articles, so many in fact that there is no room on the Contents page, 
where they usually appear, for my contact details and the caption for the front cover illustration, so I have had 
to move them to the foot of this page.  As always, we owe a big thank you to the contributors who manage to 
fill the pages of each issue and I must say I admire greatly their ingenuity in finding new subjects for their 
writings. 
 
Another ‘as always’ follows, and you know what’s coming, don’t you?  Yes, my cupboard is completely bare 
again, so please try to send me items for the June 2015 edition. 
 
I am sorry to say that our member John Wilson is unwell at the moment and so on behalf of all of you who 
know him, I send John our very best wishes for a speedy recovery.  
 
I think that the vast majority of you, if not all, are members of BAMS and some of you may be wondering 
why you have not received the November edition of the “Air Mail News.”  First, the bad news is that the 
editor, and member of this group, John Symons, suffered a stroke in September and had to give up the 
editorship of AMN.  The good news is that John has been told by his doctor that he will make a full recovery 
within a year. 
 
I am sure you will all wish to join me in sending best wishes to John and to thank him for the sterling work he 
did as editor of AMN.  He took the journal to a higher level in terms of presentation, accuracy and layout and, 
in addition he negotiated successfully the very tricky innovation of putting the magazine on disc: a task full of 
pitfalls and problems. 
 
The job of editor of AMN is very demanding and time-consuming and at the time I write this, at the end of 
November, I have not heard that a replacement editor has been found.  Some of you may not be aware of this 
situation and I am surprised that somebody on the BAMS committee has not been tasked with informing all 
members of this very serious situation.  How difficult is it to send an email to everybody with a brief 
explanation?  Without the AMN all communication breaks down and the future of the society is in jeopardy.   
 
 

* * * *   Very important ~ please note the following:   * * * * 
 
Being December, it is the time to remind you that the subscription for 2014 is due.  The rates are as follows: 
 
For a disc version:  £4 for UK residents; £6 for residents outside UK.         (Cheques payable to me please) 
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £13 for residents outside UK. 
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, using my email address shown opposite.) 
 
I’m afraid that yet again in this editorial I am going to be very grumpy by saying that if I do not receive your 
subscription, I shall assume that you have decided you no longer wish to receive the Gazette. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Editor: Peter Wingent  Telephone: 
 4 Twyford Court  01962 851780 
 Northlands Drive 
 Winchester 
 Hampshire  e-mail: 
 SO23 7AL  pwingent@googlemail.com 

Front cover illustration: Two photographs of the control column of the Short Calcutta City of Athens taken 
Mr. A.C. Blay, I.A. Flight Engineer, who salvaged it and kept it as a souvenir. 
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The Rudi Jeidal South Africa air mail collection, 
1925 – 1939 

by Stan Wheatcroft 
  
 It is something like thirty years ago that my friend Bryan Stokoe received two sets of slides for a slide 
show of Rudi Jeidal’s South African Airmails and included with each was a tape designed to play as a 
commentary with them during a their display on a projector.  The display consisted of 71 slides and the 
commentary lasted 29 minutes.  Bryan very kindly gave me one of the sets which I have shown from time to 
time.  Not only are they exceptional in their own right with many pilot signatures but also because they orient 
from South Africa and were originated by L.A.Wyndham.   
 
 Rudi Jeidel was a very well known member of the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa and was 
honoured by being included on the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists of Southern Africa in 1974. 
 
 In those days, before computers, the only way of showing copies of covers was to show them in a 
slide show but now covers can be scanned very easily and displayed in that way.  I realised that it might be 
possible to project the slide images onto a screen, photograph them and then download them onto a computer 
where hopefully they could be processed and transferred onto a display sheet. 
 
 I have been fairly successful at doing this and some of the results are shown below:- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
 
Figure 1 shows a cover carried on Imperial Airways Christmas Flight from Croydon to Cape Town, 9-21 
December 1931, service AS 41. 
Franked at the rate of 55 cents per ½ ounce (K.U.T. to South Africa). 
 
Kisumu depart 17 December, arrive Johannesburg 20 December. 
DH Hercules City of Basra, pilot Mr. E.H.Attwood. 
 
Johannesburg depart 21 December, arrive Cape Town 21 December. 
DH Hercules City of Karachi, pilot Mr. H.W.C. Alger and Mr. R.F.Caspareuthus First Officer. 
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Figure 2 
 
Figure 2 shows a registered cover which was posted at Bombay on 17 October 1932 and then carried on Tata 
Airways first return flight from Madras to Karachi   It has the special cachet with Madras - Karachi on it dated 
18 October 1932.  The Bombay - Karachi section of the first service was flown by Mr. Homi Baroucha in a 
DH 80A Puss Moth, although the cover is signed by Mr. Neville Vintcent who only flew the Bombay-Madras-
Bombay sections. 
 
From Karachi it was flown on 19 October by Imperial Airways service IW185 to Cairo, where it arrived on 22 
October.  From Alexandria it was carried on Imperial Airways service AS86 to Cape Town where it arrived 
on 30 October. 
 
The rates were registration 3 Annas, surface fee 2½ Annas for first ounce, air fee India-South Africa 16 
Annas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
 
Figure 3 shows a cover flown on 9 March 1934 on Rhodesian & Nyasaland Airways first flight Blantyre-
Salisbury & then by Imperial Airways service AS157 Salisbury-Cape Town. 
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Blantyre-Salisbury: Rhodesian and Nyasaland Airways Ltd.  Pilot Mr. M.H. Phillip, an Imperial Airways 
Commander on loan to R.A.N.A. 
 
Salisbury-Johannesburg: Imperial Airways AW XV Andromeda, Cmdr. J.S.Sheppard. 
 
Johannesburg-Cape Town: Imperial Airways AW XV Andromeda, Cmdr. E. Elliot-Wilson. 
 
Please note that although Elliot-Wilson has signed himself as commander of “Atalanta,” all records show that 
the aircraft employed on the Jo’burg. – Cape Town section was Andromeda.  Elliot-Wilson must have been 
referring to the Atalanta class of aircraft, rather than the actual name. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
 
Figure 4 shows a cover flown on Imperial Airways first extension of the Eastern route service from Australia: 
 
 Capt. L.J. Brain Brisbane-Darwin Diana  DH 61 Giant Moth 
 
 Capt. R.O. Taylor Darwin-Singapore Arethusa  AW XV Atalanta  
 
 Capt. M. Alderson Singapore-Karachi Astraea  AW XV Atalanta 
 
 Capt. L.A. Walters Karachi-Cairo Hengist  HP 42 W Heracles 
 
 Capt. G. Powell Cairo-Kisumu Hadrian HP 42 E Hannibal 
 
 Capt. E.H. Attwood Kisumu-Johannesburg Atalanta AW XV Atalanta 
 
 Capt. F.C. Elliot-Wilson Johannesburg- Cape Town Amalthea AW XV Atalanta 
 
 
Imperial Airways service numbers:   Brisbane-Cairo IW 298, Cairo-Cape Town AS 199. 
 
The cover is franked 3 shillings comprising registration fee 3d. and 2/9d. per ½ oz. air fee to South Africa. 
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Imperial Airways compliment slips 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

Like many collectors I seem to acquire odds and end that are in some ways peripheral to my main collecting 
interests. In this case it is compliment slips, the majority of which had been used as fillers in first flight covers. 
Those listed below are I am sure a far from complete record and I suspect that each office of Imperial Airways 
and its associated companies probably had slips of its own. Hopefully other members will be able to add to the 
list. In order to save space these are shown reduced in size 
 

Imperial Airways London offices, Charles Street & Victoria 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imperial Airways Bermuda Office 
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Imperial Airways Hong Kong Office 
 
The one on the left originally showed the office as 4 The Arcade but it has been changed in manuscript to 1. 
The right hand example has corrected printed address of 1 The Arcade 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITCA 
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Elder Colonial Airways Sierra Leone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Icelandic acceptance for first I.A. service to Australia 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

A scan of an Icelandic acceptance for the December 1934 I.A. service to Australia is shown below. The 
reverse has a Hull transit registered oval for 26 November so it clearly joined the flight in London. It has a 
Darwin transit for 19 DE, a Perth transit for 21 DE and a very faint Freemantle arrival for 22 DE. 
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The mystery of flight IW28 
 

By Bryan Stokoe 
 

Flight IW28 left Karachi as normal on 13th October 1929 and followed the usual route in first the City of 
Cairo, followed by the City of Alexandria as far as Genoa but this latter part of the route is not shown in 
“Imperial Airways Eastern Route” by Peter Wingent. From Genoa the mails would have travelled by railway 
train as far as Basle and then loaded on board the City of Coventry for the flight to Croydon. However in the 
above book, the aircraft stopped off at the small town of Romilly for a short time and departed from there to 
Croydon. I am assuming that the full name of this small town is Romilly sur Seine and this lies on the line of 
the route from Basle to Paris and Croydon but I have found no mention of an airport being located in the area. 
The mystery is why was this stop made and no reference has been found in Lloyds List or other available 
publication such as Sanford’s book of “Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and  Predecessor Airlines.”  I 
would like to add the reason for the call at Romilly to my write-up of the cover.  Any information regarding 
the final stage of this flight will be appreciated. 
[Editor’s note: Although Bryan says no reference has been found in Lloyd’s List, it was in that publication 
that I found the call at Romilly.  My main source of information for the book: “The Times,” did not include it]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More on vignettes 
 

By John Symons 
 

A brief response to Ed Wolf’s Vignettes and a cover. I was particularly taken by the Plymouth Navy Week 
vignette. The Navy Weeks were an annual event and I can remember as a boy looking forward to a visit when 
I lived in Devonport, although not as early as the week illustrated! The ship illustrated is a Kent class cruiser 
built in the twenties. This one could have been HMS Cornwall, having been built in the Naval Dockyard in 
Devonport, Plymouth was her home port.  In 1932 Cornwall was out in the Far East on the China station. She 
sailed from Devonport in 1928 to join the 5th Cruiser Squadron, returning for refit to Portsmouth in 1936. My 
father for the first three years was a member of the ship’s company. As to the aircraft caught in the 
searchlight’s beam, my guess is that it could be a Supermarine Southampton, it appears to have two engines 
and a three fin tailplane, although both the later Stranraer and Scapa were very similar. All three were 
maritime reconnaissance flying boats. 
As to the Imperial Airways vignettes, the one Ed illustrates in figure 7 is certainly paler than the one in my 
collection which is darker but still blue, what might be called navy blue, maintaining the theme of this brief 
note. 
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South African airmails carried by Zeppelin 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 

Author’s note and attribution - The stimulus for this article was a card shown at the June meeting of the South 
Africa Collectors Society by the Editor of the SACS Magazine, Roy Ross.   As a consequence of that, and 
subsequent emails between Roy, David Page (another member of the SACS) and the writer, and with 
considerable input from Peter Wingent, (who, as always, gave unstintingly of his considerable knowledge - 
the writer simply juggled the words around!) - this article was created. 
 

-o-0-o- 

 

“Three items of mail, flown by Imperial Airways out of South Africa, were carried by the LZ-
127 ‘Graf Zeppelin,’ one from South Africa in August 1934, and the other two in September 
1934, of which one was from South West Africa.”  [1] 

 
The Government run South African Post Office showed very little interest in sending mail by air, and even the 
postal success [2] of the 1925 Government scheme did nothing at all to convince the Government that the 
future of any mail service should include the sending of mail by air.   It was the start of the Imperial Airways 
service, which reached South Africa in January 1932, which dragged the South African postal service, 
screaming and protesting, into the 20th Century in general and the airmail era in particular, yet even then, 
despite the obvious popularity and success of the international scheme, little was done to promote an internal 
airmail system.   However, the acquisition by the Government of South African Airways on the 1st February 
1934 saw this attitude do a very abrupt about turn, in that, with the State now owning an Airline, it had a 
reason actively to promote the carriage of local mail by air. 
 
Partly as a result of this, there were four exhibitions organised in 1935 - the Post Office Exhibitions in Cape 
Town (May) and Windhoek (June), the Radio Exhibition in Johannesburg (October) and the Post Office 
Exhibition in East London (December 1935 to January 1936) - during which special cards were available [3] 
(see fig. 1 for an example of such a card) all of which were endorsed with more or less the same wording, in 
both English and Afrikaans, that -  
 

“If posted at the Exhibition this postcard will be impressed with the Exhibition date-stamp 
and forwarded by first airmail to the destination. Full particulars regarding postings will be 
furnished by Exhibition officials.” 

 
The back of the card was left blank for a message, although most of the cards had nothing or virtually nothing 
on the reverse, indicating that these cards were used almost exclusively by philatelists.  However, what was 
particularly significant was that the postal rate charged for transmission of these cards by air was only ½d. 
 
Surprisingly, notwithstanding the cheap postal rate and despite the fact that the cards were given away at no 
charge, the use of these cards during these Exhibitions was not substantial.  As a consequence these cards 
posted at the Exhibitions are comparatively scarce. 

 
However, this all changed at the Empire Exhibition in Johannesburg.  During the first month of the Exhibition 
(from 15th September 1936) the unused stock of cards from the previous Exhibitions was used up.  On the 
19th October 1936, a series of six special cards was available from the Exhibition Post Office, albeit that they 
were not distributed free, but at a cost of 3d for the set of 6.  The layout of these will be familiar to any 
collector of Union South African material, and an example is shown in fig 2.  The reverse of these cards 
showed photographs, all of various aspects of the airmail service. 
 
What was truly remarkable about these cards posted at the Empire Exhibition was that - 
 
“By special arrangement and negotiations with the air services of the world and post office authorities, these 
postcards could be flown to any part of the world for the remarkably low postage rate of one halfpenny!”   [4] 
 
This was a bold claim for the Post Office to make, and close consideration would indicate that such a boast 
was unlikely to be achieved in practice for every destination. 
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Figure 1 
 

In 1936, airmail services were widespread throughout Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the Indian sub-
continent, Russia, Japan and even as far as Australia [5].   They were also widespread within the Americas, 
but the North Atlantic Ocean provided a very substantial barrier [6] which was not realistically overcome until 
1939 [7]. 
 
Mail exists from the Empire Exhibition of course addressed to North America - see fig. 3, which shows a card 
addressed to Vancouver, which has the airmail etiquette cancelled by the conventional 2-bar red stamp, 
showing that the item was flown only as far as London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 - a fairly conventional card sent to England 
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Figure 3 
 
South America was different in that there were three air services from Europe to South America. 
 
Air France had aircraft with a large enough range to fly from Dakar to Natal.  The service was once-weekly 
and mail from the UK was sent from Croydon to Paris every Saturday by the 12.30 Imperial Airways service.   
 

The timetable was as follows: 
 

Paris - depart Saturday. 
Toulouse - depart Sunday. 
Dakar - depart Monday. 
Natal - depart Monday. 
Rio de Janeiro - depart Tuesday. 
Buenos Aires - arrive Tuesday. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 - An item to Chile, posted on the last day of the Exhibition and flown by 
Imperial Airways to London, arrive 28th Jan. (Thursday).  Flown on 30th Jan. by 
French service to Paris, then on the French South American service to Buenos Aires 
(arrive 2nd Feb.) and taken by surface mail to Valparaiso (arrive 7th Feb.) 
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The others were both German - (a) the service operated by Deutsche Luftshiff Zeppelin Reederei (‘DLZ’) 
using the LZ-127 Graf Zeppelin, and (b) the Deutsch Luft Hansa (‘DLH’) service which was faster and thus 
usually carried letters and cards, using Dornier Wal flying boats.   These did not have the range to cross the 
South Atlantic, hence the use of depot ships which picked them up for refuelling, and then catapulted them off 
again.  The following series of photos (figs. 5a to 5e) show the Dornier Wal “Taifun” landing on the sea, 
being lifted onto the catapult ship “Westfalen,” being prepared for the catapult, on the catapult and being 
catapulted off again (acknowledgement Peter Wingent). 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5a - The ‘Taifun’ landing on the sea, 
near to the ship, where it would be refueled. 

Figure 5b - The flying boat being 
lifted out of the water by the 
crane on board the ‘Westfalen.’ 

Figure 5c – showing the Dornier 
Wal being manipulated onto the 
catapult mechanism of the ship. 

Figure 5d – ready to be catapulted off. 

Figure 5e - ….. and finally on its way. 
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The DLH (weekly) timetable was as follows (the route in South America being operated by Syndicato 
Condor): 

 

London - depart Wednesday 22.00 via the DLH night mail service to Berlin and Frankfurt. 
Frankfurt - depart Thursday. 
Las Palmas - arrive & depart Thursday. 
Bathurst - arrive & depart Friday. 
Natal - arrive Friday. 
Rio de Janeiro - arrive Friday. 
Buenos Aires - arrive Sunday. 
Santiago arrive - Monday. 

 
The mail thus carried was applied with a special double ring red cachet, which had 
“* Deutsch Luftpost [letter] / Europa - Südamerika” between the lines and, in the centre, a Zeppelin and a 
flying boat emerging from a cloud towards the right of the cachet, flying over the sea.   The letter in the cachet 
would vary depending on which service (DLH or DLZ) was used and where the item was placed into the 
appropriate service. 
 
However possible it may have been to send mail by air to South America, this at some cost as this service was 
extremely expensive [8] - 3/6 per ½ oz. to Brazil and 4/- per ½ oz. to Argentina.    
 
However, the South African Post Office was as good as its word and had indeed arranged for items of mail 
from South Africa, posted at the Empire Exhibition, to be carried by air at a total cost of ½d, as mail clearly 
exists which was sent to South America, or rather the more southern countries in South America, by air over 
the South Atlantic using the service operated by DLH. 
 
However, it was necessary occasionally for DLH to suspend its service in order to maintain the ships and 
planes used for these flights.  This was first done in 1935 when, to preserve the mail schedule, the ‘Graf 
Zeppelin’ (LZ-127) was pressed into service.  What happened was that the GZ simply went back and forwards 
between Bathurst and Recife, the three return trips being known as the “pendelfahrten” (shuttle - literally 
pendulum - flights).    
 
In 1936, the maintenance was carried out in October and November, the normal DLH service being suspended 
after the service which left Frankfurt on the 15th October until that which took place on the 3rd December 
1936, so that mail which would otherwise have been carried by the DLH South Atlantic service on the 22nd 
and 29th October, and the 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th November was actually carried by DLZ, the normal service 
(Friedrichshafen to Recife and Rio in Brazil) being maintained, but with an additional stop at Bathurst [9] to 
collect the mail which otherwise would have been loaded onto the Dornier Wal flying boats.    
 
The normal fee for the carriage of this mail was the same, so for normal mail this change would have been 
realistic and expected - after all normal service was not really interrupted in the first place, although it took 
slightly longer for the mail to travel by the airship rather than by the flying boats. 
 
However, matters are somewhat complicated because, by October 1936, the Zeppelin service had two 
airships: the ‘Graf Zeppelin’ (LZ-127) and the ‘Hindenburg’ (LZ-129 which first flew in March 1936), and 
the crossings were shared between them. 
 
It therefore seems that the special cards from the Empire Exhibition, posted between the 6th October and the 
14th November, which were carried out of Johannesburg by the Imperial Airways service which left on 
Saturday, were carried to South America by one or other of the Zeppelin airships [10] flying at the time, 
provided that they were posted at the Exhibition between Wednesday and Friday - the mail posted between 
Saturdays and Tuesdays being carried out of Johannesburg by the Imperial Airways Wednesday service and 
sent to Paris for carriage on the French service. 
 
However, matters are still further complicated because on some services, only limited mail was carried. [11] 
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Consequently, it seems that mail from the Empire Exhibition, despite its incredibly low fee for the carriage by 
air “to any part of the world,” qualified for carriage by the German services, no matter which flying machine 
was in operation, and thus for this six-week period was actually carried on board a Zeppelin!  One gets the 
impression that the German Post Office got a certain amount of its own back by failing to endorse this bargain 
basement mail with the appropriate cachet, but these items were carried. 
 
All of which shows the author’s lack of wisdom in claiming so confidently that only three items are known 
carried by the Imperial Airways service out of South Africa and afterwards by the Graf Zeppelin! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 6 - This card was sent on the Imperial Airways service to Croydon, arriving 17th November - 2 days late).   
It was then sent to Frankfurt on the night service on the 18th, and from Frankfurt on the DLH service to 
Bathurst, arriving on the 20th November.  The ‘Hindenburg’ departed Bathurst on the 22nd November, 
reaching Natal on the 23rd.   The Syndicato Condor service took over on the 24th reaching Montevideo on the 
24th - an enhanced and enlarged copy of the arrival date stamp is shown in the inset above.   

(Ex collection David Macdonald) 
 
 
It should however be pointed that not all mail to South America was carried by the DLH service.  Mail to 
Guatemala (see fig. 7), for instance, was taken by ship to New York and then transferred through the 
American Air Mail Service to Miami and then on the Foreign Air Mail service (FAM 5) operated by Panam to 
Guatemala.  This item also reached Croydon 2 days late on the 17th November, but went by the Cunard White 
Star Line ship ‘Berengaria,’ leaving Southampton on the 18th November and reaching New York on the 24th.   
It was then flown to Miami by a US internal service to Miami and thence to Guatemala by Panam service 
FAM 5. 
 
Finally, it is necessary to sound a cautionary note.  There can be no proof that items were carried by any of the 
airmail services referred to above unless there is a clear arrival datestamp on the item - absent a datestamp, 
and there can only be supposition that the item made the journey across the South Atlantic by air, however 
probable it is that that this part of the journey was indeed undertaken by the DLH service. 
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Figure 7 
(ex collection Roy Ross) 

 
 
References and notes: 
 

[1] Arrow - South African Airmails (2nd edition). 
[2] As opposed to financial - the scheme ran at a substantial loss. 
[3] The design of the cards changed slightly during the period of these exhibitions.  Fig. 1 shows an 

example of the first of the issued cards - later cards were endorsed in the top left corner - above the 
printed airmail etiquette - with “PBY 14A” or, later, “PBY 14.” 

[4] Reisener - Special Postmarks and Covers of South Africa. 
[5] There was no airmail service between Australia and New Zealand, so mail to New Zealand was taken 

for the last part of its journey by sea. 
[6] The German Reichspost had started a scheme involving catapulting aircraft in July 1929 but that ceased 

in October 1935.  Thus all mail to North America from South Africa was carried to England by Imperial 
Airways and was then taken by sea to North America. 

[7] There was a service between San Francisco and Manila in the Philippines which opened in November 
1935.  So far as mail from South Africa was concerned, however, this would involve mail being sent 
using the Australian service as far as Singapore, being thence diverted to Manila, and then taken from 
Manila to San Francisco where it could link up with one of the many services which serviced North 
America.  It would seem that no-one thought of such a round-about service, at any rate in the latter part 
of 1936. 

[8] So was the Zeppelin service. 
[9] The airship did not formally land at Bathurst, but hovered over the landing strip there to enable mail to 

be loaded or unloaded. 
[10] The services on the 22nd October and 5th and 26th November were undertaken by the ‘Hindenberg’. 
[11] The details quoted here are taken from titled "Deutsche Lufthansa, South Atlantic Airmail Service, 1934 

- 1939," by James W. Graue & John Duggan, published by the Zeppelin Study Group in 2000.  The 
authors (both of whom are accredited experts on the Zeppelin mail services) state that on the 29th 
October, due to adverse weather, the GZ was delayed in departing from Friedrichshafen and no visit 
was made to Bathurst, so it would seem either that the mail was held in Frankfurt for the service the 
following week or the mail was sent to Paris.  In the opinion of the author, this second alternative is less 
probable, as the state of the weather would probably not have been known when the mail was loaded 
onto the midnight DLH service in London. 
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Special De Aar airmail 
 

Cover and letter provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
The cover shown in fig. 1 
was sent by Duncan Crewe 
and contained the letter (what 
a bonus!) shown in fig. 4.  It 
is one of 20 registered covers 
flown from Cape Town to De 
Aar by I.A. service AN63 on 
18 May 1932.  De Aar was 
not a scheduled call on the 
service but to mark the 
occasion of the opening of 
the airport there, the City of 
Delhi, commanded, by Capt. 
F.C. Elliot-Wilson, landed at 
De Aar that day.  The 
following are the thoughts of 
your editor: 
 
The Cape Town P.O. letter states that, “the number of articles conveyed by Air Mails, other than registered 
letters, are not recorded.”  However, Wyndham [1] gives both quantities and weights of all the mail carried to 
and from De Aar (both registered and unregistered) which made me wonder how he obtained the details which 
the Cape Town P.O. say they did not record!  I found the answer in copies of “Stamp Collecting” magazine, 
obtained many years ago by Norman Clowes from the files of F.J. Field. 
 
Fig. 2 is an extract from an article entitled “It’s the 
Cover that Counts,” by A.P. Kiely published in “Stamp 
Collecting” of 6 October 1934.  It prompted a stern 
response from Wyndham which was published in the 
edition of 2 Feb. 1935 (fig. 3) where he states that he 
obtained the figures from the P.M.G. Annual Report of 
1932-1933.  So the P.O. recorded quantities of all the 
mail carried after all! 
               Figure 2 
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Figure 4 
 

(A previous owner copied the extracts from reports in the “Cape Times”) 
 
 
Reference: 
 

[1]  Wyndham, L.A. The Air Posts of South Africa.  Second edition, pub. by the ASSA, 1980.  pp 53-54. 
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End of the Empire Air Mail Scheme  
 

By Robert Clark 
 
Announcement by New Zealand Postmaster-General 
 
The Empire Air Mail Scheme (EAMS) ended with the outbreak of war in September 1939.  The New Zealand 
Postmaster-General’s announcement about the end of the service, reported in New Zealand newspapers on 4th 
September 1939 [1], raises questions about what happened to mail that was in transit when the scheme ended.  
 

His announcement included the statement: 
 

“The last “all-up” mails to reach England by air were those despatched from New Zealand on August 9 and 
11.  The despatches from New Zealand of August 29, 30, and 31, and September 1 are being forwarded 
onward by surface transport from Sydney and are expected to reach London on October 7.  Particulars of the 
likely time of arrival in London of intermediate dispatches cannot be furnished, but such mails will no doubt 
be delayed en route.”  
 
At that time the service between New Zealand and Australia was by sea and so the air mail service concerned 
is that between Sydney and Southampton (changed to Poole on 1st September).  Figure 1 shows a double rated 
cover postmarked on 5th August which would have been sent from Wellington to Sydney on the ‘Awatea’ on 
the despatch of 9th August and flown from Sydney to Southampton on SW 160 on 15th – 24th August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Late despatch from New Zealand on EAMS to Britain 
 
The only overseas mail dispatch on 11th August that I can find in the New Zealand press was to Britain via 
the Panama Canal. 
 
The statement from the New Zealand Postmaster-General makes it clear that EAMS mail from New Zealand 
that had still to start its air journey from Australia after 3rd September would be sent by surface, but also 
raises the possibility that mail that was already in transit by air was off-loaded and continued its journey by 
surface.  
 
Walker makes a very strong statement to that effect [2].  He states: 
 

“The New Zealand Postmaster-General also announced that all mails from New Zealand in transit by the 
Empire Air Services at the time of the declaration of war (September 3) had been intercepted and diverted to 
surface transport. This would include all those mails despatched from New Zealand between August 12 and 
August 28 inclusive.” 
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It is not clear whether he had access to further information or had made a very strong interpretation of the 
above report in the New Zealand press. 
 
EAMS mail from Australia in early September 
 
Let us start with EAMS mail that had yet to start its air journey from Australia. ‘The Argus’ of Melbourne on 
Monday 4th September [3] had the following report about service SW 168 which had left Sydney on 2nd 
September: 
 

“SYDNEY, Sunday - The flying-boat Champion, which left Rose Bay at 7a.m. yesterday with passengers and 
mails for the United Kingdom, was recalled from Gladstone (Queensland) and returned to Sydney this 
morning.  The mail for England was transported from Rose Bay to Kingsford Smith Airport and loaded 
aboard a Douglas airliner for Melbourne.  The bags will be taken to England by sea.” 
 
This statement is supported by the Imperial Airways Aircraft Movement Chart for September 1939 [4] except 
that it shows the flying-boat both leaving and returning to Sydney on the 2nd. The chart has the added 
statement in pencil on 4 lines: 
 

“Ordered by / Govt to return / service not / operating” . 
 
Other Australian air mail was also interrupted.  Air mail from Adelaide and Melbourne was always flown to 
Darwin to connect with the Qantas / IA service to Britain, the Adelaide – Darwin service being by Guinea 
Airways.  Concerning the flight that had been intended to connect at Darwin with SW 168, ‘The Advertiser’ 
of Adelaide reported on 4th September: 
 

“The Guinea Airways Lockheed with Victorian and South Australian mail unloaded the overseas consignment 
at Alice Springs for return to Adelaide but continued her normal flight to Darwin.” 
 
It therefore seems clear that the last EAMS mail that was flown from Australia was on SW 167 which left on 
31st August and that subsequent EAMS mail from Australia was sent by sea. That supports the statement by 
the New Zealand Postmaster-General about the EAMS dispatches from New Zealand on or after 29th August. 
Service SW 169 did not leave Sydney until 6th September and presumably only carried air mail at the new 
rate of 1s 6d. 
 
Intermediate Dispatches from New Zealand 
 
Let us now consider the intermediate dispatches sent between August 12th and 28th. 
 
The next despatch was from Auckland on the ‘Wanganella’ on 18th August and from Wellington on the 
‘Maunganui’ on 19th August [1]. Both these despatches connected with SW 164 on 24th August and that 
service arrived in Poole on 3rd September [4]. 
 
There was then an EAMS dispatch from Auckland on 22nd August on the ‘Monowai’ [1] and it connected 
with SW 166 which flew from Sydney to Poole on 29th August – 9th September [4]. The next EAMS 
despatch from New Zealand was on the ‘Maunganui’ on 29th August and by the time it reached Sydney, 
EAMS mail was being sent from there by surface. 
 
We also need to consider SW 165 and SW 167.  So the question becomes whether EAMS mail on the four 
services SW 164 – SW 167 was off-loaded on route, or was it flown all the way to Britain? What would be 
really helpful are covers sent on these services with British datestamps perhaps caused by them being re-
directed.  I would be very interested to hear if any members of the group have such covers. 
 
Another piece of information is a secret ‘Memorandum by the Air Ministry’ dated 1st September 1939 [5]. 
Referring to the reduction in services, it states: 
 

“… Imperial Airways have been instructed to take immediately such steps as are necessary to distribute their 
aircraft suitably along the route for the conduct of this restricted service.  This will involve stoppage of 
certain proportion of inward bound aircraft at intermediate points with dumping of mail for onward transport 
by subsequent aircraft or surface transport as may be possible.” 
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I thought it would be useful to look at the four services to see if there are any such ‘stoppages’. 
 

Service Sydney Singapore Karachi Alexandria Marseilles Poole 
SW 164 24 Aug 27 Aug 30 Aug 31 Aug – 2 Sep 2 – 3 Sep 3 Sep 
SW 165 26 Aug 29 Aug 31 Aug – 1 Sep 2 – 3 Sep 4 Sep 4 Sep 
SW 166 29 Aug 1 Sep 4 – 5 Sep 6 – 7 Sep 8 – 9 Sep 9 Sep 
SW 167 31 Aug 3 Sep 5 – 7 Sep 8 – 9 Sep 10 – 11 Sep 11 Sep 

 
A possible ‘stoppage’ occurred on service SW 167. ‘Centaurus’ arrived in Karachi on 5th September and was 
delayed until 7th September when it continued on ‘Clyde’. It is possible that EAMS mail posted in Karachi 
would not be sent on SW 167, but sent on by sea, as the EAMS had already been suspended by the time 
‘Centaurus’ arrived there. As all the EAMS mail was off-loaded from ‘Centaurus,’ there is the question of 
whether it was reloaded on to ‘Clyde’ or treated in the same way as the mail posted in Karachi.  For the other 
three services (‘Coolangatta’ on SW 164, ‘Circe’ on SW 165 and ‘Champion’ on SW 166), the same flying-
boat was used for the complete journey. 
 
There is also the possibility that SW 166 would not pick up EAMS mail at Karachi, or even more likely in 
Iraq, Palestine and Egypt, as the EAMS had been suspended by the time it left these places. 
 
‘Coolangatta’ on SW 164 was a day late in arriving in Poole because it was sent on a special charter flight 
(destination unknown) from Alexandria on 1st September returning there later that day. ‘Merchant Airmen’ 
[6] refers to a special flight around that time as follows: 
 
“A number of special flights were commenced on military request. … Some British Army technicians with 
special radio equipment were flown from Egypt to Greece …”  That may have been the reason for the special 
charter flight by ‘Coolangatta’.”  
 
African Route 
 
On the African Routes, ‘Corinna’ on KN 114 left Kisumu on 1st September and arrived in Poole on 4th 
September while ‘Castor’ on DN 227 left Durban on 31st August and arrived in Poole on 6th September. Both 
KN 114 and DN 227 made an overnight stop in Athens (on 3rd – 4th and 4th – 5th September respectively) 
rather than Marseilles, but whereas  KN 114 flew from Athens to Poole on 4th September, DN 227 had an 
additional night stop at St Nazaire on 5th – 6th September. The only unusual thing on the Movement Charts is 
the pencilled comments ‘Awaiting Instructions’ against the overnight stop of DN 227 in Athens.  
 
‘Coriolanus’ on DN 228 left Durban on 3rd September and arrived in Poole on the 9th. It would be interesting 
to know from which stops it picked up EAMS mail.    
 
Evidence against offloading 
 
Evidence against the proposition that EAMS mail was offloaded is given by two covers shown in an article by 
Bill Legg [7]. The last EAMS services from Britain, SE 173 and SE 174, left Southampton on 2nd and 3rd 
September respectively and arrived in Sydney on 12th and 13th September.  Legg shows a cover postmarked 
in Hull on 1st September and franked with 1½d. that was backstamped in Karachi on the 9th and so it was 
flown all the way.  He also shows an EAMS cover postmarked in Australia on 29th August that is 
backstamped in Poona, India on 8th September and so again it must have been flown all the way. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Although it is an interesting notion, it appears unlikely that EAMS mail was offloaded once it had started its 
air journey except in the case of SW 168.  However, it is more likely that where EAMS mail was initially sent 
by surface to connect with an airmail service then it would not be flown unless it had connected before the 
suspension of the EAMS service. Evidence to support or refute the notion that EAMS mail was not carried by 
air in early September would be very interesting. 
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First EAMS mail from South Africa 
 

Item from Duncan Crewe 
 
Duncan kindly sent in the scan shown below of a page from “Stamp Collecting” magazine, 7 August 1937 
edition.  Photographs of the departure of the first EAMS mail from Durban are far less common than those of 
the departure from Southampton, so they are very welcome. 
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Canada and the Empire Air Mail Scheme 
By John C Symons 

The one country in the British Empire less likely to become a member of the Empire Air Mail Scheme 
(EAMS) has to be the Dominion of Canada. The essence of the scheme was that all first class mail weighing 
less than half an ounce would be carried by air to its destination. At this time there were no trans–oceanic air 
routes out of Canada, and therefore the service was designated as commencing from England, and the initial 
stage was by sea. The new service was first announced in the Canadian Post Office Weekly Bulletin, dated 
29th January 1938, further elaborated in the Bulletin dated 5th February 1938 (figure 1). this accelerated 
service at a cost of an additional 3¢, although that to Great Britain remained at 3¢ surface rate coupled with no 
change of in the air mail rate via the St Lawrence Seaway service from Rimouski. 

 

This new service received little or no publicity outside of Canada, and to the best of my knowledge is not 
mentioned in any of the leaflets publicising EAMS. 

 

EMPIRE AIR MAIL SCHEME 
Service beyond England for Letter Mails 

to certain Empire Countries to be by Air only 

All first class mail (letters, postcards and other articles prepaid at letter rate) posted in Canada on and after the 
23rd February for the following Empire Countries will be carried exclusively by air BEYOND ENGLAND 
under the new Empire Air Mail Scheme as the normal means of transmission instead of by surface transport as 
at present: 

 

Anglo Egyptian Sudan Zanzibar Protectorate Malaya 
Kenya Colony and Egypt Federated Malay States 
Protectorate Aden (Negri, Sembilian 
Unganda Protectorate Palestine and Pahang, Perak,  
Tanganyika Territory Transjordan Selangor 
Mauritius British India (includ- Unfederated Maly States 
Nyasaland Protectorate ing British Indian (Johore. Kedah,  
Northern Rhodesia Post Offices on the Kelantan, Perlis, Treng- 
Southern Rhodesia Persian Gulf, in ganu, Brunei) 
South Africa French India and in Straits Settlements 
Union of South Africa Tibet, but excluding North Borneo 
South West Africa Portugese India) Sarawak 
Basutoland Ceylon  
Bechuanaland Protectorate Seychelles  
Swaziland Burma  
   

Under the new arrangements the Postage for the above countries will be: 
Letters - 6 cents per half ounce. 

Postcards - 4 cents. 
Registered first class mail will also be forwarded by air as the means of transmission. 
The present air mail rates to the countries mentioned in the list above will be discontinued on the 
23rd February. Letters and postcards for those countries should not bear either air mail label or 
other marking indicating air transmission. 
The present air mail rates to countries not mentioned in the above list will be continued. 

Figure 1. Canadian Post Office Weekly Bulletin, date 5th February 1938. 
 

 

Illustrated below are two covers that took advantage of the accelerated service offered by EAMS. That shown 
in fig. 1 was posted at Kincardine, Ontario, situated on the shores of Lake Huron, some 120 miles to the west 
of Toronto. 
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From there it was most probably carried by road to Toronto, from whence it could possibly have been 
transferred to a flight of Trans–Canada Airlines, for Moncton, New Brunswick, via Montreal, and onwards to 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. There the cover would have been transferred to a vessel for the passage to Liverpool, 
and then onto Southampton for carriage by air to India on an aircraft of Imperial Airways. With an arrival date 
of 14th March 1938, the cover was most probably carried on Imperial Airways flight CE5 which departed 
from Southampton on 9th March, arriving at Jodphur on 14th March. Ajmer is situated some 200Km to the 
east of Jodphur, and the cover would most likely have completed its travels by road from there. Total elapsed 
time was 20 days, three days to Halifax, six days on the Atlantic crossing, two days from Liverpool to 
Southampton, six days from Southampton to Jodphur, one day to Ajmer, leaving two days unaccounted for. 
Whilst the dates of the passage from Southampton are almost certainly correct, prior to that must be hedged 
with some uncertainty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2 

The cover shown in fig. 3 was posted in Hollyburn on 2nd February 1939 and would probably have been 
forwarded overland to Vancouver, from where it would have been flown by Trans–Canada Airlines via 
Montreal to Monkton, New Brunswick and nearby Halifax. At this time of year the St. Lawrence River ports 
would have been closed by ice, making Halifax the only port open for trans-Atlantic traffic. From there it 
would have been forwarded to Liverpool aboard a steamer of the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company, to 
Southampton via London, and placed into the care of Imperial Airways pending a flight on their African 
service to Durban. 
 

With an arrival date of 25th February, the most probable departure would have been flight DS172 which left 
Southampton on 18th February, arriving in Beira on 24th February, from where it was flown to Salisbury by 
Rhodesian & Nyasaland Airways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Figure 3 
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Unable to be delivered, it was returned to Beira, and flown to Durban on Imperial Airways flight DS174 
which arrived on 2nd March, being delivered the same day as indicated by the Standard Bank of South Africa  
commercial cachet dated 2nd March. 
 
By this date the instructional cachet directed to correspondents was no longer being applied, no doubt based 
on the assumption everyone was by now aware of the new rates. Both covers lack, perfectly correctly, the air 
mail cachet, superfluous as all first class mail was carried by air. 
 
Two questions remain. Firstly, notwithstanding the inauguration of Imperial Airways trans-Atlantic service in 
August 1939 the first class rate was set at 30¢ per ½oz. Why was the EAMS rate not applied? Secondly, the 
post office notice of 1938 specifically states the notice applies to first class mail via England. Does this mean 
such mail was not forwarded via Pan American’s Trans– Pacific service, which would certainly have been an 
all air service and faster than via England? 
 
Reference: 
Plomish W, Canada Joins The Empire Air Mail Scheme, BNAPS Topics, September–October 1992 vol. 49, 
no 5. 
 
 

Another I.A. handstamp 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

We have featured quite a number of I.A. handstamps in the past (see issue 25, P.46; issue 26, P.50; issue 29, 
P.33; issue 31, P.25 & issue 32, P.15).  I recently found the cover shown below with yet another handstamp 
with no place name but saying simply “Imperial Airways (South Africa) Ltd.” which was applied at Jo’burg. 
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Unusual items seen 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
I hope this page will become a regular feature in the Gazette and to kick it off I illustrate two I.A. related 
items I noted during the past six months.  These can be items you see in catalogues, ebay or in dealers lists on 
the internet and did not purchase (perhaps too expensive) but think are unusual or interesting in some way. 
 
The first, fig. 1, is the front and back covers of a K.U.T. stamp booklet I found on the website of the U.K. 
dealer Steve Drewett.  He had two of these items listed.  His description is as follows: 
 
K.U.T. - 1938 3s40c BOOKLET stapled at right. SG SB3. 
 

1938 3s40c black on pink complete BOOKLET as issued in fine condition containing three panes of four of 
the 15c (SG137) & two panes of four of the 20c (SG139). Scarce booklet. SG SB3.  
 

£180.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
 
The second item, shown in fig. 2, is one which appeared for sale on Ebay back in August.  It sold for $59.50 
(approx. £35) and unfortunately I was not the successful bidder!   
 
The main interest for collectors of I.A. material is the joint advertising by I.A. and Shell.  This is the first 
example I have seen of this type of advertising envelope and I wonder if any readers have one in their 
collections.  Of added interest is the fact that the cover was insufficiently prepaid, being franked 1/- but 
weighing over ½ oz. it was diverted to surface route, i.e. Union-Castle from Cape Town to Southampton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2 
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The AéCK connection with I.A. service AN118 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
From August 1932, the Aéro Club du Katanga (AéCK) had operated a once-weekly feeder service between 
Elisabethville and Broken Hill connecting with Imperial Airways’ African services. 
 
Following acceleration of I.A’s. African service in 
May 1933, the timetable of the AéCK service became 
as shown in fig. 1. 
 
On Thursday mornings the feeder service carried mail 
destined for Europe from the south-east of the Belgian 
Congo to connect at Broken Hill with I.A. northbound 
services, timetabled to depart at 08.15 on Fridays. 
 
The return flights on Thursday afternoons carried 
mail brought by I.A. southbound services, timetabled 
to arrive at Broken Hill at 10.00 on Thursday 
mornings. 
 
AéCK operated the service with DH60G Gypsy 
Moths, as are seen in the photograph shown in fig. 2, 
published in “Flight” magazine, 20 May 1932 edition. 
 
I am aware of only one incident during the operation 
of the AéCK service. This occurred in May 1993 and 
the only reference to it was very kindly sent to me by 
the late Arthur Pratt.  
                 Fig. 1 (Notice from N. Rhodesia Government Gazette) 
 
Arthur obtained (from an unknown source) the following extract from the “Annual Report of the Posts and 
Telegraphs for 1933,” written by the P.M.G. of Northern Rhodesia; 
 
“On 26th May the Broken Hill – Elisabethville auxiliary air mail was forced to make an emergency landing in 
the bush, 10 miles north of Broken Hill.  The service was suspended for a fortnight in consequence of the 
incident which resulted in serious damage to the aircraft.” 
 
By this time AéCK were experiencing financial difficulties and were apparently operating the feeder service 
with only one aircraft, despite more than one being seen in the 1932 photograph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2 
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The cover shown in fig. 3 is datestamped Elisabethville, 1 June 1933, 6; the ‘6’ being 6 a.m. It should have 
been flown by the AéCK service to Broken Hill, due to depart that morning (1 June 1933 being a Thursday).  
The 8.00fr. postage = 2fr. foreign ordinary postage (1st 20 grm.) + 2 x 3fr. per 5 grm. air fee via I.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3 
 
Because the feeder service was not operating, due to the emergency landing the previous week, the cover 
would have been sent by train to Broken Hill (291 miles).  There were only two services per week, departing 
Elisabethville on Saturdays and Mondays, as per the South African Railways timetable shown in fig. 4. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 (vertical lines between times denotes p.m.; without lines, times are a.m.) 
 
Had the AéCK service been operating, the cover would have been flown to Broken Hill on Thursday, 1 June 
and connected with I.A. service AN 117, which departed on Friday, 2nd. Instead it would have been sent on 
the Saturday train, which was timetabled to depart Elisabethville at 09.00 on Saturday, 3 June and to arrive at 
Broken Hill at 03.05 on Sunday the 4th. 
 
Before continuing the story of the cover’s journey, I cannot resist including photographs relating to the 
railway journey!  Fig. 5 is a copy of a post card showing a view of Elisabethville station; fig. 6 is a photo of 
the north and southbound mails passing on the main line at Wallamba, Northern Rhodesia, near the Belgian 
Congo border, and fig. 7 shows Broken Hill station.  
 
As the I.A. African service operated only once-weekly at this time, the cover remained at Broken Hill until it 
was placed on board the AW XV Artemis, operating AN118, on the morning of Friday, 9th June.  This service 
suffered serious delay, caused by bad weather and a shortage of petrol.  Artemis was forced to make an 
emergency landing in the veld and was stranded for three days before she was able to continue to Mpika, 
where she should have arrived only 2 hours, 40 minutes after leaving Broken Hill on the 9th.  
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         Figure 5               Figure 6 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Figure 7 
 
Accounts of the delays to the service were reported in a number of 
publications.  Fig. 8 is from “The Rhodesia Herald,” 12 June 1933 
edition, which names the aircraft incorrectly as Atalanta, probably 
confusing the aircraft type with the name. 
 
Fig. 9 is from “Aeroplane” magazine, 21 June 1933 edition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Figure 9 
 
 
Fig. 10 is from the “Annual Report of the Posts & Telegraphs for 1933,” 
by the P.M.G. of Northern Rhodesia. 
 
Fig. 11 is from “The East African Standard,” 17 June 1933 edition, page 
17, and is reproduced here by kind permission of Mr. Bill Colley. 
 

        Figure 8 
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Figure 10 
 

   SERVICE AN118 
 

Cape Town dep. 07.30 07 June Amalthea 
Jo’burg. arr. 15.55 07 June Amalthea 
Jo’burg. dep. 07.40 08 June Artemis 
Salisbury arr. 15.25 08 June Artemis 
Salisbury dep. 06.35 09 June Artemis 
Broken Hill arr.     - 09 June Artemis 
Broken dep.     - 09 June Artemis 
Mpika arr. 08.45 12 June Artemis 3 days late 
Mpika dep. 10.10 12 June Artemis 3 days late 
Mbeya arr. 13.00 12 June Artemis 3 days late 
Mbeya dep.     - 13 June Artemis 3 days late 
Nairobi arr. 13.20 13 June Artemis 3 days late 
Nairobi dep. 14.15 13 June Artemis 3 days late 
Kisumu arr. 16.45 13 June Artemis 3 days late 
Kisumu dep.     - 14 June Horsa 3 days late 
Khartoum arr.     - 14 June Horsa 2 days late 
Khartoum dep.     - 15 June Horsa 2 days late 
Aswan arr. 13.55 15 June Horsa 2 days late 
Aswan dep. 08.20 16 June Horsa 2 days late 
Cairo arr.     - 16 June Horsa 2 days late 
Cairo dep.     - 16 June Satyrus 2 days late 
Athens arr.     - 16 June Satyrus 2 days late 
Athens dep.     - 17 June Satyrus 2 days late 
Brindisi arr. 16.55 17 June Satyrus 2 days late 
Paris dep.     - 19 June Hengist 2 days late 
Croydon arr.     - 19 June Hengist 2 days late 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Figure 11  
    

Figure 12: another cover flown by AN118.  Posted Salisbury, 
8th June 1933, backstamped Berlin 18th & Copenhagen 19th.  
Flown by DLH from Athens - second acceptance from Rhodesia. 
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Visit of a Short Sunderland to London in 1982 
 

Written by Peter Wingent, based on material sent by Bill Legg 
 
The story starts when Bill Legg received a copy of the latest Camden catalogue.  This is a U.K. company 
specialising in books and DVDs related to a wide range of engineering and transport themes (website: 
www.camdenmin.co.uk; telephone: 01373 830516).  Bill purchased a DVD entitled, “The Last Flying Boats” 
(48 mins. – colour - £18-25) which contains clips of the last five years (1969 – 1974) of the Ansett Airlines 
service between Rose Bay, Sydney, and Lord Howe Island, which employed Short Sandringham flying boats. 
 
Bill wrote to me saying that he thought some members might wish to obtain the DVD, which he enjoyed 
thoroughly.  This then led him to recall that one of the flying boats employed on the Rose Bay – Lord Howe 
Island service visited London on 6 August 1982 and moored on the Thames between Tower Bridge and 
H.M.S. Belfast.  It was the Short S-25 Sunderland VH-BRF, which had been re-registered as a British aircraft 
in 1981 as G-BJHS and named ‘Sir Arthur Gouge,’ after the designer of the Short Empire flying boats. 
 
Bill heard of the visit and he says he whizzed up to London with his camera and took some photos, six of 
which are shown below.  Bill’s wife Helen accompanied him and took the shot at top left showing Bill 
himself, with hands on hips, gazing at the Sunderland. 
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The photograph below is from “Aircraft Illustrated” magazine (no caption and edition unknown) so perhaps 
one of our readers might be able to identify the location. 
 
For those interested in the history of this flying boat, I recommend the following website: 
http://www.aussieairliners.org/shortfb/vh-brf/vhbrf.html.  It contains a detailed history of its 49 years of  
employment and I counted at least 140 photographs of the aircraft spanning this period.   
 
The following are just a few facts I have 
extracted from the website: 
 

Short S-25 Sunderland Mk V, VH-BRF 
 

Built by Short Bros., Belfast, 1944 as a Mk III. 
 

Allocated to the R.A.F. serial ML814. 
 

Converted to a Mk V, 20 Feb. 1945. 
 

Withdrawn from use and stored at Wig Bay, 
Scotland, November 1945. 
 

Transferred to Short Bros., Belfast for 
refurbishment, May 1952. 
 

Sold to New Zealand Air force, May 1953. 
 

Withdrawn and placed in long term storage at 
Auckland, August 1956. 
 

Sold to Ansett Flying Boat Services Pty. Ltd. to replace Sandringham VH-BRE, December 1963. 
 

Entered Australian Aircraft Register as VH-BRF on 13 December 1963. 
 

Aircraft was named “Islander” by Mr. C.A. Kelly, September 1964. 
Operated first Ansett Flying Boat Services Sydney – Lord Howe Island - Sydney service, 9 October 1964. 
 

Damaged at Lord Howe Island after breaking moorings and being blown ashore, 31 May 1965.  returned to 
service 11 June. 
 

Operated its final service Sydney - Lord Howe Island - Sydney, 15 August 1974.  Had flown 750 trips to Lord 
Howe Island. 
 

Sold to Antilles Air Boats, Virgin Islands, September 1974.  Aircraft named “Excalibur VIII”. Cancelled from 
the Australian Aircraft Register, 24 September 1974.  Entered onto the U.S. Aircraft Register as N158J. 
 

Placed in storage at Isla Grande, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 1978. 
 

Sold to Edward J. Hulton (Juliet Flying Boats Inc.) May 1979. 
 

Departed Isla Grande on delivery flight to Calshot, May 1979. 
 

Aircraft renamed “Juliet,” November 1980. 
 

Entered onto the British Aircraft Register as G-BJHS, 11 September 1981.  Registered to Sunderland Ltd., 
Guernsey, Channel Islands and named “Sir Arthur Gouge.” 
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Landed on the River Thames and moored near Tower Bridge, 6 August 1982. 
 

Flown from Calshot to Chatham for storage, October 1982. 
 

Painted to resemble Pan American Clipper NC16806 for the film ‘Mr. & Mrs. Edgehill’, August 1985. 
 

Leased to Ryanair, repainted and renamed “Spirit of Foynes,” August 1989. 
 

Renamed “Islander,” 1990. 
 

Sold to Kermit Weeks of Weeks Air Museum, Miami, Florida, May 1993. Departed Southampton on ferry 
flight to the U.S. as G-BJHS, July 1993. 
 

Renamed “Fantasy of Flight” after the theme park at Polk City, Florida. 
 
 
 

The feeder service that never took off! 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
The 30th October 1935 edition of “Aeroplane” magazine contains the only reference I have ever seen to a 
proposed feeder service by Wilson Airways which never happened.  The relevant extract from the 
“Aeroplane” and a map of the proposed route are shown below. 
 

 
Mail from places such as Rutshuru, 
Costermansville and Goma was sent by 
road to Kampala to connect with the I.A. 
African services, the journey taking 
anything between three and six days.  
Clearly an air feeder service would have 
speeded the transit of such mail. 
 
The cover shown right was posted at 
Goma on 28 June 1936 and has a 
Kampala backstamp of 2 July: the road 
journey took four days.  It connected 
with I.A. service AN356, which departed 
Kampala on 3 July and arrived in Paris to 
schedule on the 9th, despite having been 
delayed at Nairobi by bad weather. 
 
The 6.00fr. postage = 2.50fr. 1st 20 grm. 
ordinary foreign postage + 3.50fr. per 5 
grm. air fee to Europe. 
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A previously unreported Imperial Airways crash. 
Further insights from Mr. Blay’s log.  

 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

During 1930 Mr. Blay was operating as a flight engineer on the Mediterranean sectors of the Imperial 
Airways route.  His entry for the 4 August 1930 reads: 
 

Date Flight Pilot Machine 
Aug. 4 1930 Salonica to Athens. Crashed on landing owing to starboard 

bottom plane breaking. 
Mr. Stocks G-AATZ 

 
 
The aircraft involved was the City of Salonika and it was operating service IE 71. Fortunately Mr. Blay wrote 
a letter to his wife on 7 August which gives further details of the incident. 
 
“Just a line to say that I have crashed again [1] this time at Athens on the return flight from the one on which 
we took Amy Johnson to Salonica. We had just touched the water when the machine turned suddenly putting 
such a strain on the star(board) wing that it crumpled up. We nearly turned right over. We managed to get the 
machine ashore before this happened and luckily we only had one passenger. Nobody was hurt but you can 
guess I am very busy...” 
 
Looking through my album I was surprised and delighted to discover that I have a cover from this flight. It left 
Croydon on 2 August on board the City of Birmingham and having been railed from Uskub to Salina it was 
picked up by the City of Salonica on 4 August and flown to Athens where the crash happened. A relief aircraft 
was obviously dispatched very quickly as the cover received a Poona arrival cancel on 11 August. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[1] This refers to the incident on October 30 1929 when he had been flight engineer on the Short Calcutta G-
EBVH City of Athens which had hit a breakwater at Mersah Matruh when taking off. The aircraft had been 
sent from Alexandria to pick up the mails and passengers that had been stranded there after the City of 
Alexandria G-EBVB had struck a buoy whilst landing there whilst operating IE 31. 

 
 



34         December 2014 (Issue 46)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

Imperial Airways Flight IE 23. 
 

By Bryan Stokoe 
 
 
I was delighted to obtain the 
above cover which I can include 
in my collection of nearly a Crash 
Cover. This service left Croydon 
on 31st August and arrived safely 
in Alexandria on 4th September 
1929 on the City of Athens. The 
mail carried was unloaded there 
and transferred to the City of 
Jerusalem, G-EBMZ, in 
preparation for the flight to 
Karachi, which took off the 
following day headed for 
Baghdad. The previous service 
had been diverted from flying to 
Gaza owing to unrest in Palestine, 
and flew via Kantara and Amman 
to Rutbah Wells. The diversion was a one flight only occasion 
and collectors should be careful when buying expensive covers 
which were despatched from London in anticipation of getting a 
cover flown on the diverted route. The announcement in London 
of this diversion appears to have been made after the diverted 
route had been cancelled, causing a few covers to be sent on the 
next flight which look very good but never went by the diverted 
route. However these speculative covers did fly on service IE23 
and were addressed to places on the route from Cairo and are of 
interest as being carried on the City of Jerusalem but were not on 
board when the aeroplane crashed in flames at Jask. The cover 
above arrived in Baghdad on 5th September and the flight 
continued as follows: 
 
 Baghdad Departed  15.45 
 Basra        “ Friday 06.00. 
 Bushire   0945 
 Lingeh   1455 
 Jask Due  1715.   
 
The cause of the crash appears to have been that when the flares mounted on the wingtips were ignited, 
instead of helping in the landing they actually set fire to the wings causing the airliner to crash. The vast 
majority of the mail was destroyed but a small amount was saved and sent on to Karachi by the next service. 
 
Only one cover is recorded as existing so covers carried on the flight to stages approaching Jask are of 
interest. 
 
Also of interest with the above cover is the fact that it was sent by F. Hendrey. 
 
References: 
 

Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways Eastern Route, Peter Wingent. 
Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways etc., Kendall C. Sanford. 
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Lightning Strike Horatius G-AAXD. 
 

By Bryan Stokoe 
 
On the 9th May 1932 the Handley Page HP42 Heracles Class airliner Horatius was struck by lightning whilst 
flying over Tonbridge Wells and according to Lloyd’s Weekly Casualty Reports this disabled the wireless 
equipment, blew out some of the windows in the cockpit and damaged two of the four propellers. According 
to Ken Sanford in his book “Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways, etc.” it also tore holes on the top plane and 
one near the baggage compartment. There were no injuries to any the passengers or crew and Captain Jones 
was able to return to Croydon safely. The passengers were transferred to the airliner Helena (G-AAXF) and 
were taken safely to Paris. A picture in Ken Sanford’s book shows the airliner after the crash but to me the 
picture shows an aircraft of the Royal Air Force after an accident and does not seem to have any connection 
with Imperial Airways. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cover was only franked with the internal postage rate and that the additional air fee had not been added. 
This was noted and the necessary action taken and the appropriate postage due applied in France.  It will also 
be noted that the cover was received in the Head Post Office of the Sixth Paris Department in an “exploded” 
condition. An appropriate manuscript endorsement was applied to the back of the envelope, “Enveloppe par 
venue eclatee….. ses bords. Paris VI”. Translated loosely “this envelope was received in an exploded 
condition”, i.e. the water damage had caused the edges of the envelope to become unglued.  The fact that this 
cover was posted on the correct day, carried by air to Paris, received damage consistent with having been on 
an airliner that was struck by lightning during a storm and had part of the skin of the fuselage near the  
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baggage hold torn off leads me to be satisfied that it was carried on this particular flight. Added to this, I was 
assured that the cover had been acquired from a continental auction of note.  
 
[Editor’s note:  It is certainly not my wish to rain on Bryan’s parade, but I feel I should point out some 
difficulties with the postage paid and the due charges.  Bryan has kindly consented to me doing so. 
 
The problem I have is that the cover has no air mail label, nor other manuscript air markings, and was paid 
only the 1½d. internal British surface rate.  The surface rate to France was 2½d. and so the London Foreign 
Section struck the cover with a “T/20” handstamp, indicating that a charge of 20 gold centimes should be 
levied by the French P.O.  As 10 g.c. = 1d., the British P.O. only raised a charge of double the deficiency of 
the surface postage. 
 
If the cover was to be flown to Paris, the air mail charge at this time was a combined fee of 4d. for the first 
ounce.  Hence the postage paid on the cover was 2½d. deficient which should have incurred a charge of 50 
gold centimes. 
 
It is difficult to draw any firm conclusions regarding the facts surrounding this cover, which is certainly full of 
interest.  Perhaps a query to the Crash and Wreck Society might be a way of obtaining clarification. ] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An unused postcard of the HP42 Horatius. 
 
 

 
 


