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Editorial

Another December edition, so | take this opportutotwish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healtlgw
Year and happy and successful collecting in 2015.

This edition contains a wide range of articlesngny in fact that there is no room on the Contgaige,
where they usually appear, for my contact detaitsthe caption for the front cover illustration, Isvave had
to move them to the foot of this page. As always,owe a big thank you to the contributors who rgana
fill the pages of each issue and | must say | aglgreatly their ingenuity in finding new subjects their
writings.

Another ‘as always’ follows, and you know what'snuag, don’'t you? Yes, my cupboard is completelyeba
again, so please try to send me items for the 20m6 edition.

| am sorry to say that our member John Wilson iwalhat the moment and so on behalf of all of ydwow
know him, | send John our very best wishes foreeedp recovery.

| think that the vast majority of you, if not alilre members of BAMS and some of you may be wongderin
why you have not received the November editionhef tAir Mail News.” First, the bad news is thaeth
editor, and member of this group, John Symons,esedf a stroke in September and had to give up the
editorship of AMN. The good news is that John baen told by his doctor that he will make a fullaeery
within a year.

I am sure you will all wish to join me in sendingdb wishes to John and to thank him for the stgfiork he
did as editor of AMN. He took the journal to alég level in terms of presentation, accuracy agdutand,
in addition he negotiated successfully the vemkirinnovation of putting the magazine on discasktfull of
pitfalls and problems.

The job of editor of AMN is very demanding and tie@nsuming and at the time | write this, at the ehd
November, | have not heard that a replacementrelste been found. Some of you may not be awatleiof
situation and | am surprised that somebody on HBI8 committee has not been tasked with informirg al
members of this very serious situation. How difficis it to send an email to everybody with a brie
explanation? Without the AMN all communication ke down and the future of the society is in jedpar

* *x * % \/gry important ~ please notethefollowing: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you that subscription for 2014 is due. The rates afelksvs:

For a disc version£4 for UK residents£6 for residents outside UK. (Cheques payablae please)
For a paper versiof10for UK residents£13for residents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggmgil address shown opposite.)

I'm afraid that yet again in this editorial | amigg to be very grumpy by saying that if | do note&e your
subscription, | shall assume that you have decigecdcho longer wish to receive the Gazette.

Editor: Peter Wingent Telephone:
4 Twyford Court 01962 851780
Northlands Drive
Winchester
Hampshire e-mail:
S0O23 7AL pwingent@googlemail.com

Front cover illustration: Two photographs of the control column of the SBadtuttaCity of Athenstaken
Mr. A.C. Blay, I.A. Flight Engineer, who salvageamnd kept it as a souvenir.
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The Rudi Jeidal South Africa air mail collection,

1925 - 1939
by Stan Wheatcroft

It is something like thirty years ago that my frdeBryan Stokoe received two sets of slides foidesl
show of Rudi Jeidal's South African Airmails anctlided with each was a tape designed to play as a
commentary with them during a their display on ajgxtor. The display consisted of 71 slides aral th
commentary lasted 29 minutes. Bryan very kindlyegme one of the sets which | have shown from tione
time. Not only are they exceptional in their owght with many pilot signatures but also becausy trient
from South Africa and were originated by L.A.Wyndha

Rudi Jeidel was a very well known member of thdaRlic Federation of Southern Africa and was
honoured by being included on the Roll of Distirglnigd Philatelists of Southern Africa in 1974.

In those days, before computers, the only wayhofnéng copies of covers was to show them in a
slide show but now covers can be scanned veryyeasd displayed in that way. | realised that ignibe
possible to project the slide images onto a scrglestograph them and then download them onto a atanp
where hopefully they could be processed and tramesfeonto a display sheet.

I have been fairly successful at doing this andesof the results are shown below:-

Figure 1

Figure 1 shows a cover carried on Imperial Airw&lwistmas Flight from Croydon to Cape Town, 9-21
December 1931, service AS 41.
Franked at the rate of 55 cents per %2 ounce (K1d.Bouth Africa).

Kisumu depart 17 December, arrive Johannesburge2@mber.
DH HerculeCity of Basra pilot Mr. E.H.Attwood.

Johannesburg depart 21 December, arrive Cape Tbvde2ember.
DH HerculeCity of Karachj pilot Mr. H.W.C. Alger and Mr. R.F.CaspareuthusstOfficer.
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Mr. L. A. Wyndham,
House of Assembly,
CAYE TOWN,

Figure 2 shows a registered cover which was past&bmbay on 17 October 1932 and then carried ¢a Ta

Figure 2

South Africa.

vig Karachi and Cgiro. —— i

Airways first return flight from Madras to Karachit has the special cachet with Madras - Karachit dated
18 October 1932. The Bombay - Karachi sectiorheffirst service was flown by Mr. Homi Barouchaain
DH 80A Puss Moth, although the cover is signed oy Néville Vintcent who only flew the Bombay-Madras

Bombay sections.

From Karachi it was flown on 19 October by ImpeA#iways service IW185 to Cairo, where it arrived 22

October. From Alexandria it was carried on Impefimways service AS86 to Cape Town where it ardive

on 30 October.

The rates were registration 3 Annas, surface feeAR¥as for first ounce, air fee India-South Afrité

Annas.

Salisbu TY;;(:OP\:—EWWP prrt :
—dmperisl Areanye  £4 g3

FIRST FLIGHT
Regular Air Mail Service
Nyssaland-Southern Rhodesir: |

P W Y . oA ] . -
e 25 - ANRAR 4 ~UAPE JOWN

& ey

Hif’f/tut*/’ House of »\3:_,“”%\13,-

Figure 3

Figure 3 shows a cover flown on 9 March 1934 ondeisan & Nyasaland Airways first flight Blantyre-
Salisbury & then by Imperial Airways service AS1S&lisbury-Cape Town.
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Blantyre-Salisbury: Rhodesian and Nyasaland Airwiatgs Pilot Mr. M.H. Phillip, an Imperial Airways
Commander on loan to R.A.N.A.

Salisbury-Johannesburg: Imperial Airways AW XvidromedaCmdr. J.S.Sheppard.
Johannesburg-Cape Town: Imperial Airways AW XiddromedaCmdr. E. Elliot-Wilson.
Please note that although Elliot-Wilson has sigmietself as commander of “Atalanta,” all recordswshbat

the aircraft employed on the Jo’burg. — Cape Toectien wasAndromeda Elliot-Wilson must have been
referring to the Atalanta class of aircraft, rattien the actual name.

J AT -
AN FNGLAND

I-.“i'""'cll"I
l:.urru. FIAE AT avH u] ;Hﬂ_._:q_]l"'“l:r _\__:r:.:.'-" ﬂ_]'_d'_!;:-"n]i

AHD IemEmidd Aondavih

Figure 4

Figure 4 shows a cover flown on Imperial Airwaystfiextension of the Eastern route service fromtralia:

Capt. L.J. Brain Brisbane-Darwin Diana DH 61 Giant Moth
Capt. R.O. Taylor Darwin-Singapore Arethusa AW XV Atalanta
Capt. M. Alderson Singapore-Karachi Astraea AW XV Atalanta
Capt. L.A. Walters Karachi-Cairo Hengist HP 42 W Heracles
Capt. G. Powell Cairo-Kisumu Hadrian HP 42 E Hannibal
Capt. E.H. Attwood Kisumu-Johannesburg AtalantaAW XV Atalanta
Capt. F.C. Elliot-Wilson Johannesburg- Cape Town AmaltheaAW XV Atalanta

Imperial Airways service numbers: Brisbane-C#itb298, Cairo-Cape Town AS 199.

The cover is franked 3 shillings comprising registn fee 3d. and 2/9d. per ¥z oz. air fee to Séiica.
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Imperial Airways compliment slips
By Duncan Crewe

Like many collectors | seem to acquire odds andtbatiare in some ways peripheral to my main ctifigc
interests. In this case it is compliment slips, riegority of which had been used as fillers intfflight covers.
Those listed below are | am sure a far from conepletord and | suspect that each office of Impéuatays

and its associated companies probably had slifis otvn. Hopefully other members will be able taldad the
list. In order to save space these are shown redacgze

Imperial Airways London offices, Charles Street & Mctoria

With
e The Gompliments
The Compliments of
of 8
T Imperial Airways
Imperial Airways

; e
Airways House, Charles Street, Airway Terminus, Victoria Station

London, S.W.1 London, S.W.1

Imperial Airways Bermuda Office

cﬂﬂ?ﬁ&)@ﬂ/ J’%ﬂ&(@ﬂé (%m 22) N7
She Aix St

QMJ& jf;zmd
Bovmauda
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Imperial Airways Hong Kong Office

The one on the left originally showed the officedaghe Arcade but it has been changed in manugoript
The right hand example has corrected printed addre$ The Arcade
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Elder Colonial Airways Sierra Leone

Icelandic acceptance for first I.A. service to Austalia
By Duncan Crewe
A scan of an Icelandic acceptance for the DecermiB84 I.A. service to Australia is shown below. The

reverse has a Hull transit registered oval for 2vé\nber so it clearly joined the flight in Londdhhas a
Darwin transit for 19 DE, a Perth transit for 21 Biid a very faint Freemantle arrival for 22 DE.

BY AIR MAIL
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OPENING OF THE AIR MAIL
SERVICE BY IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS AND QANTAS
EMPIRE AIRWAYS
BETWEEN ENGLAND
AND AUSTRALIA

. R Reykjavilk
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The mystery of flight IW28
By Bryan Stokoe

Flight IW28 left Karachi as normal on 13th Octold&29 and followed the usual route in first WGey of
Cairo, followed by theCity of Alexandriaas far as Genoa but this latter part of the rdaiteot shown in
“Imperial Airways Eastern Route” by Peter Wingegftom Genoa the mails would have travelled by rajlwa
train as far as Basle and then loaded on boar€itigeof Coventryfor the flight to Croydon. However in the
above book, the aircraft stopped off at the snmaiint of Romilly for a short time and departed framere to
Croydon. | am assuming that the full name of thmsus town is Romilly sur Seine and this lies on lime of
the route from Basle to Paris and Croydon but eHawund no mention of an airport being locatechm area.
The mystery is why was this stop made and no meberdnas been found in Lloyds List or other avadabl
publication such as Sanford’s book of “Air CrashiMa Imperial Airways and Predecessor Airlinesl”
would like to add the reason for the call at Roynith my write-up of the cover. Any information exding
the final stage of this flight will be appreciated.

[Editor's note: Although Bryan says no reference has been fourdayd’s List, it was in that publication
that | found the call at Romilly. My main sourdemformation for the book: “The Times,” did notdlude it]

More on vignettes
By John Symons

A brief response to Ed Wolf'¥ignettes and a covel was particularly taken by the Plymouth Navy Wee
vignette. The Navy Weeks were an annual event @agh remember as a boy looking forward to a visiemw

| lived in Devonport, although not as early as week illustrated! The ship illustrated iKa&nt class cruiser
built in the twenties. This one could have been HM®nwall, having been built in the Naval Dockyard in
Devonport, Plymouth was her home port. In 1€22nwall was out in the Far East on the China station. She
sailed from Devonport in 1928 to join the 5th CeniSquadron, returning for refit to Portsmouth 93@. My
father for the first three years was a member @f ship's company. As to the aircraft caught in the
searchlight's beam, my guess is that it could IBupermarine&southamptonit appears to have two engines
and a three fin tailplane, although both the |&&anraer and Scapawere very similar. All three were
maritime reconnaissance flying boats.

As to the Imperial Airways vignettes, the one Hdsifrates in figure 7 is certainly paler than tme an my
collection which is darker but still blue, what rhigoe called navy blue, maintaining the theme & bnief
note.
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South African airmails carried by Zeppelin
By Nicholas Arrow

Author’s note and attribution - The stimulus foisthrticle was a card shown at the June meetinigeoSouth
Africa Collectors Society by the Editor of the SAG&gazine, Roy Ross. As a consequence of thdt, an
subsequent emails between Roy, David Page (anotieenber of the SACS) and the writer, and with
considerable input from Peter Wingent, (who, asaghy gave unstintingly of his considerable knowkedg
the writer simply juggled the words around!) - thiticle was created.

-0-0-o-

“Three items of mail, flown by Imperial Airways amftSouth Africa, were carried by the LZ-
127 ‘Graf Zeppelin,” one from South Africa in Augi834, and the other two in September
1934, of which one was from South West Africel]

The Government run South African Post Office showed little interest in sending mail by air, angea the
postal success [2] of the 1925 Government scheohenatihing at all to convince the Government that th
future of any mail service should include the segdf mail by air. It was the start of the Impdiirways
service, which reached South Africa in January 198Bich dragged the South African postal service,
screaming and protesting, into the 20th Centurgdneral and the airmail era in particular, yet etrean,
despite the obvious popularity and success ofrttegriational scheme, little was done to promoténgernal
airmail system. However, the acquisition by thev&nment of South African Airways on the 1st Feloyu
1934 saw this attitude do a very abrupt about turrthat, with the State now owning an Airline hiad a
reason actively to promote the carriage of local haair.

Partly as a result of this, there were four exfobg organised in 1935 - the Post Office Exhibisian Cape
Town (May) and Windhoek (June), the Radio Exhilsitim Johannesburg (October) and the Post Office
Exhibition in East London (December 1935 to Jand®$6) - during which special cards were availdBle
(see fig. 1 for an example of such a card) all bfcly were endorsed with more or less the same wgydin
both English and Afrikaans, that -

“If posted at the Exhibition this postcard will l@pressed with the Exhibition date-stamp
and forwarded by first airmail to the destinatidfull particulars regarding postings will be
furnished by Exhibition officials.”

The back of the card was left blank for a messaljleough most of the cards had nothing or virtuatiyhing
on the reverse, indicating that these cards wesd abnost exclusively by philatelists. However,atvilvas
particularly significant was that the postal ratarged for transmission of these cards by air vishsad.

Surprisingly, notwithstanding the cheap postal eatd despite the fact that the cards were givery avao
charge, the use of these cards during these Eximbiivas not substantial. As a consequence thasks ¢

posted at the Exhibitions are comparatively scarce

However, this all changed at the Empire Exhibifiodohannesburg. During the first month of the igition
(from 15th September 1936) the unused stock ofschmin the previous Exhibitions was used up. Gn th
19th October 1936, a series of six special cardsavailable from the Exhibition Post Office, albiiat they
were not distributed free, but at a cost of 3dtfer set of 6. The layout of these will be familtarany
collector of Union South African material, and axample is shown in fig 2. The reverse of thesaelsar
showed photographs, all of various aspects ofitineadl service.

What was truly remarkable about these cards pa@dtdte Empire Exhibition was that -

“By special arrangement and negotiations with thiesgrvices of the world and post office authogtithese
postcards could be flown to any part of the woddthe remarkably low postage rate of one halfp&hnjg]

This was a bold claim for the Post Office to makeq close consideration would indicate that subloast
was unlikely to be achieved in practice for eveegtehation.



December 2014 (Issue 46)

ImperiaivAys Gazette

-~ POST CARD ____
N POSKAART

Figure 1

In 1936, airmail services were widespread througtfwrope, the Middle East, Asia and the Indian sub-

continent, Russia, Japan and even as far as Alagitpl They were also widespread within the Aites,
but the North Atlantic Ocean provided a very sutsaéh barrier [6] which was not realistically overoe until

1939 [7].

Mail exists from the Empire Exhibition of coursedaglssed to North America - see fig. 3, which shaward

addressed to Vancouver, which has the airmail etigucancelled by the conventional 2-bar red stamp,

showing that the item was flown only as far as Lamd
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Figure 2 - a fairly conventional card sent to Enggla
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Figure 3
South America was different in that there weredhai services from Europe to South America.

Air France had aircraft with a large enough rarméyt from Dakar to Natal. The service was onceslg
and mail from the UK was sent from Croydon to Paviery Saturday by the 12.30 Imperial Airways Segvi

The timetable was as follows:

Paris - depart Saturday.
Toulouse - depart Sunday.
Dakar - depart Monday.

Natal - depart Monday.

Rio de Janeiro - depart Tuesday.
Buenos Aires - arrive Tuesday.

h tC
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Figure 4 - An item to Chile, posted on the last @éythe Exhibition and flown by
Imperial Airways to London, arrive 28th Jan. (Thday). Flown on 30th Jan. by
French service to Paris, then on the French Souttedican service to Buenos Aires
(arrive 2nd Feb.) and taken by surface mail to \éadiso (arrive 7th Feb.)
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The others were both German - (a) the service tgxbriay Deutsche Luftshiff Zeppelin Reederei (‘DLZ’)
using the LZ-127 Graf Zeppelin, and (b) the Deutisaft Hansa (‘DLH’) service which was faster andish
usually carried letters and cards, using Dorniet flyang boats. These did not have the rangertss the
South Atlantic, hence the use of depot ships whicked them up for refuelling, and then cataputtezin off
again. The following series of photos (figs. 5a5&) show the Dornier Wal “Taifun” landing on theas
being lifted onto the catapult ship “Westfalen,"irnme prepared for the catapult, on the catapult laeithg
catapulted off agairacknowledgement Peter Wingent

Figure 5a - The ‘Taifun’ landing on the sea,
near to the ship, where it would be refueled.

Figure 5b - The flying boat being
lifted out of the water by the
crane on board the ‘Westfalen.’

Figure 5¢ — showing the Dornier
Wal being manipulated onto the
catapult mechanism of the ship.

Frgure5e——-. ama-frajly on its way.

Figure 5d — ready to be catapulted off.
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The DLH (weekly) timetable was as follows (the euh South America being operated by Syndicato
Condor):

London - depart Wednesday 22.00 via the DLH nigail service to Berlin and Frankfurt.
Frankfurt - depart Thursday.

Las Palmas - arrive & depart Thursday.

Bathurst - arrive & depart Friday.

Natal - arrive Friday.

Rio de Janeiro - arrive Friday.

Buenos Aires - arrive Sunday.

Santiago arrive - Monday.

The mail thus carried was applied with a specialubi® ring red cachet, which had
“* Deutsch Luftpost [letter] / Europa - Slidamerikb&tween the lines and, in the centre, a Zeppeilthaa
flying boat emerging from a cloud towards the righthe cachet, flying over the sea. The lettethie cachet
would vary depending on which service (DLH or DL#as used and where the item was placed into the
appropriate service.

However possible it may have been to send mailibyp&outh America, this at some cost as thisiserwas
extremely expensive [8] - 3/6 per %2 oz. to Braaill &/- per %2 0z. to Argentina.

However, the South African Post Office was as gasdts word and had indeed arranged for items dff ma
from South Africa, posted at the Empire Exhibititm,be carried by air at a total cost of ¥2d, adl miagarly
exists which was sent to South America, or rathermhore southern countries in South America, byaér
the South Atlantic using the service operated byiDL

However, it was necessary occasionally for DLH espend its service in order to maintain the shipd a
planes used for these flights. This was first doné935 when, to preserve the mail schedule, Gmaf
Zeppelin' (LZ-127) was pressed into service. Whiegtpened was that the GZ simply went back and fiaisva
between Bathurst and Recife, the three return tgiag known as the “pendelfahrten” (shuttle -rétly
pendulum - flights).

In 1936, the maintenance was carried out in OctahdrNovember, the normal DLH service being suspénd
after the service which left Frankfurt on the 18&btober until that which took place on the 3rd Deber
1936, so that mail which would otherwise have besmied by the DLH South Atlantic service on the@2
and 29th October, and the 5th, 12th, 19th and R6trember was actually carried by DLZ, the normaViee
(Friedrichshafen to Recife and Rio in Brazil) bemgintained, but with an additional stop at Bath{8%to
collect the mail which otherwise would have beeadid onto the Dornier Wal flying boats.

The normal fee for the carriage of this mail was dame, so for normal mail this change would haenb
realistic and expected - after all normal serviaswot really interrupted in the first place, aitgb it took
slightly longer for the mail to travel by the aiiighather than by the flying boats.

However, matters are somewhat complicated becdmseDctober 1936, the Zeppelin service had two
airships: the ‘Graf Zeppelin’ (LZ-127) and the ‘lenburg’ (LZ-129 which first flew in March 1936)né
the crossings were shared between them.

It therefore seems that the special cards fronEtheire Exhibition, posted between the 6th Octolmet the
14th November, which were carried out of Johanneglmy the Imperial Airways service which left on
Saturday, were carried to South America by onetberoof the Zeppelin airships [10] flying at thend,
provided that they were posted at the Exhibitiotwleen Wednesday and Friday - the mail posted betwee
Saturdays and Tuesdays being carried out of Josbhorge by the Imperial Airways Wednesday service and
sent to Paris for carriage on the French service.

However, matters are still further complicated heseaon some services, only limited mail was carfied]
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Consequently, it seems that mail from the Empirkiliikon, despite its incredibly low fee for therdage by
air “to any part of the world,” qualified for caage by the German services, no matter which flynaghine
was in operation, and thus for this six-week pes@sd actually carried on board a Zeppelin! One ¢fe¢
impression that the German Post Office got a eedaiount of its own back by failing to endorse ttrasgain
basement mail with the appropriate cachet, buetitems were carried.

All of which shows the author’s lack of wisdom itaicning so confidently that only three items arekmn
carried by the Imperial Airways service out of SoAfrica and afterwards by the Graf Zeppelin!

o _ DostCard
PER Lucros N poskaart B

| .
Affix a b~ .penny stamp to this card, postfiit at
the Exhibition, and it will be sent BY AIR
__ MAIL to any part of the world.

Plak 'n halfpennie-posse&l op hierdie kaart, pos dit op
Tentoonstelling en dit sal PER LUGPOS na enige
van die wéreld gestuur wi
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- 'k;i,

EMPIRE EXHIBITION JOHANNESBURG 1935
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Fig. 6 - This card was sent on the Imperial Airwagsvice to Croydon, arriving 17th November - 2glkate).
It was then sent to Frankfurt on the night sendcethe 18th, and from Frankfurt on the DLH servioce
Bathurst, arriving on the 20th November. The ‘Hindurg’ departed Bathurst on the 22nd November,
reaching Natal on the 23rd. The Syndicato Coséorice took over on the 24th reaching Montevidethe
24th - an enhanced and enlarged copy of the adiatal stamp is shown in the inset above.

(Ex collection David Macdonajd

It should however be pointed that not all mail muth America was carried by the DLH service. Mall
Guatemala (see fig. 7), for instance, was takersHip to New York and then transferred through the
American Air Mail Service to Miami and then on tRereign Air Mail service (FAM 5) operated by Panam
Guatemala. This item also reached Croydon 2 gdagson the 17th November, but went by the CunardéVh
Star Line ship ‘Berengaria,” leaving Southamptorttom 18th November and reaching New York on thé.24t

It was then flown to Miami by a US internal servimeMiami and thence to Guatemala by Panam service
FAM 5.

Finally, it is necessary to sound a cautionary ndteere can be no proof that items were carriedriyyof the
airmail services referred to above unless thewe dtear arrival datestamp on the item - absenttestianp,
and there can only be supposition that the itementhd journey across the South Atlantic by air, éney
probable it is that that this part of the journegswndeed undertaken by the DLH service.
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Figure 7
(ex collection Roy Ross)

References and notes:

[1]
[2]
[3]

[4]
[5]
[6]

[7]

[8]
[9]

[10]
[11]

Arrow - South African Airmails (2nd edition).

As opposed to financial - the scheme ran atts®ntial loss.

The design of the cards changed slightly during period of these exhibitions. Fig. 1 shows an
example of the first of the issued cards - latedsavere endorsed in the top left corner - aboee th
printed airmail etiquette - with “PBY 14A” or, late¢'PBY 14.”

Reisener - Special Postmarks and Covers oftSafrica.

There was no airmail service between Australia New Zealand, so mail to New Zealand was taken
for the last part of its journey by sea.

The German Reichspost had started a schemévingaatapulting aircraft in July 1929 but thabsed

in October 1935. Thus all mail to North Americarfr South Africa was carried to England by Imperial
Airways and was then taken by sea to North America.

There was a service between San Francisco amdldin the Philippines which opened in November
1935. So far as mail from South Africa was conedrrhowever, this would involve mail being sent
using the Australian service as far as Singapamgbthence diverted to Manila, and then taken from
Manila to San Francisco where it could link up withe of the many services which serviced North
America. It would seem that no-one thought of sacbund-about service, at any rate in the later p
of 1936.

So was the Zeppelin service.

The airship did not formally land at Bathurlstit hovered over the landing strip there to enaidé to

be loaded or unloaded.

The services on the 22nd October and 5th &tid IBovember were undertaken by the ‘Hindenberg'.
The details quoted here are taken from titledutsche Lufthansa, South Atlantic Airmail Servyit834

- 1939," by James W. Graue & John Duggan, publighethe Zeppelin Study Group in 2000. The
authors (both of whom are accredited experts onZiéypelin mail services) state that on the 29th
October, due to adverse weather, the GZ was delayddparting from Friedrichshafen and no visit
was made to Bathurst, so it would seem either tti@tmail was held in Frankfurt for the service the
following week_or the mail was sent to Paris. Ha bpinion of the author, this second alternativiess
probable, as the state of the weather would prgbati have been known when the mail was loaded
onto the midnight DLH service in London.
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Special De Aar airmail
Cover and letter provided by Duncan Crewe

The cover shown in fig. 1j
was sent by Duncan Crewg,
and contained the letter (wh
a bonus!) shown in fig. 4. It ¢
is one of 20 registered covers
flown from Cape Town to De[
Aar by I.A. service AN63 on
18 May 1932. De Aar was
not a scheduled call on th
service but to mark thqg
occasion of the opening of
the airport there, th€ity of

Delhi, commanded, by Capt|
F.C. Elliot-Wilson, landed at IS | =

The| |5 M Now..{

D
4

Figure 1

De Aar that day.
following are the thoughts of S
your editor:

The Cape Town P.O. letter states tHdte number of articles conveyed by Air Mails, atliean registered
letters, are not recorded.'However, Wyndham [1] gives both quantities andges of all the mail carried to
and from De Aar (both registered and unregistendddh made me wonder how he obtained the detailshwh
the Cape Town P.O. say they did not record! | ébthre answer in copies of “Stamp Collecting” magazi
obtained many years ago by Norman Clowes fromitbe &f F.J. Field.

Fig. 2 is an extract from an article entitled “Itlse
Cover that Counts,” by A.P. Kiely published in “Sta

The Thrill of the ' Scoop.”
But by far the greatest reward of the hobby is the

Collecting” of 6 October 1934.

It prompted a sternkbrill of the

“scoop.” Mr. Wyndham saw that an

response from Wyndham which was published in thémperial Airways machine was to land for two

edition of 2 Feb. 1935 (fig. 3) where he states e
obtained the figures from the P.M.G. Annual Repdrt
1932-1933. So the P.O. recorded quantities ofhell

mail carried after all!

Figure 2

minutes at De Aar, C.P., when the aecrodrome was
opened there recently.  He rushed by air to the field
where the 'planc was stationed, hurri¢dly persuaded
a local postal official to allow a parcel of letters to go
by air, and two days later found hiniwelf the proud
possessor of these unique covers. ’ '

Sir,—In your issue of October 6th you publish an
article ** It's the Cover that Counts,” dealing with my
air post collection and based on a report in a local
newspaper (the Cape Argus of August 26th). In
referring to the De Aar air mails Mr. Kiely must have
had a flight of imagination when he altered the
original and wrote : “ He (myself) rushed by air to the
field where the plane was stationed, hurriedly per-
suaded a local postal official to allow a parcel of letters
to go by air, and two days later found himself the
proud possessor of these unique covers.” This is a
gross misrepresentation of the facts, and a travesty of
the status of the De Aar mail covers.

I enclose herewith an extract from the 1932-33
Report of the Union Postmaster-General dealing with
this particular flight of Imperial Airways to De Aar,

L. A, WyrNDHAM.

P.5.—The De Aar air mail was official. Only one

De Aar by means of the telegraph.
House of Assembly,
Cape Town.
December 28th, 1934.

Figure 3

'/'exéwp Collecting, February 2nd, 1935.@ -
De Aar Air Mail

day's notice was given and I arranged for covers from .

: unregistered letters and the total weight was 3 oz.

Extract from Report of the Postmaster-General of the Union
of South Africa for 1932-33. (Printed.) Page 10.

De Aar Air Mail—On the occasion of the opening of the
Aerodrome at De Aar on May 18th, 1932, special arrange-
ments were made for air mails to be conveyed by the City of
Delhi, one of the Imperial Airways Liners, from Capetown
and Victoria West to De Aar, and from De Aar to Johannes-
burg and destinations on the Imperial Airways route be-
yond the Union. The City of Delhi was due to leave
Capetown on its ordinary weekly journey and the arrange-
ment made for the call at De Aar on that individual trip
was authorised solely in order to mark the occasion of the
opening of the new Aerodrome. On the day in question
the Capetown to De Aar mail contained twenty registered
letters and approximately thirty-nine unregistered articles.
The total weight of the mail was 1 lb. 13 oz. The Victoria
West to De Aar air mail contained four registered and six
The
mail from De Aar to Johannesburg contained eighteen
registered articles for distribution as follows :—Delhi,
India, 8; England, 8; Moscow, Russia, 1; and Germany,
1, and 4o unregistered articles. The total weight was
11b. 6} 0oz. There were no other articles of any kind
carried to or from De Aar.

(Note.—The mail from De Aar northwards was practically
all commercial correspondence.—L. A. W)
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UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.—UNIE VAN SUID~AFRIKA.

POST OFFICE, CAPE TOWN.
POSKEANTOOR, 12th July . 1932.

Sir,
In reply to your letter of the 9th July relative to the
amount of mail matter conveyed between Cape Town and De Aar per
Air Mail on the 18th May, I beg to inform you that particulars as to
the number of articles, other than registered letters, conveyed by
Air Mails are not recorded, except during statistical periods, sas
required by the Postal Aerial Convention.
The number of registere& articles conveyed was 20,
T am, 8lir, .

Your obedient Servant.

it 1\ POSTMASTER.

The Hon: Secretary,
Capetown Philatelic Club & Exchange Socy.
P,0. Box 2195,
CAPE TOWN.

- 3 ce ;
ﬂ’C‘c‘.\ppcz; 4 '\mabﬁ) ”\“(H”-Mc,\j 23R - Cope fvaes ” A9t Moy 1952 -

F/(\lcz, De Acw Acvodvome will “Mhe De Aor Acrodveme Wos

= o¥§icially opevedl on the 1842, The Imperial
be o?g%\cxo,\.\,j opeved. oz, Wed., P\'\E"\No.js;j' pﬁﬂ@) dity ‘O%De‘l\’zi , londed ol

Yo A919, . 1620 v, oA Yamained. oy hoai. .-
J\%’/ Mot \ : Sexevs. othev plovnes laovaded. o well.
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Figure 4
(A previous owner copied the extracts from reporthe “Cape Times”)

Reference:
[1] Wyndham, L.A.The Air Posts of South Africé&Becond edition, pub. by the ASSA, 1980. pp 53-54
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End of the Empire Air Mail Scheme
By Robert Clark

Announcement by New Zealand Postmaster-General

The Empire Air Mail Scheme (EAMS) ended with thdlweak of war in September 1939. The New Zealand
Postmaster-General's announcement about the eth@ skrvice, reported in New Zealand newspaperdton
September 1939 [1], raises questions about whatdmegal to mail that was in transit when the schemlee

His announcement included the statement:

“The last “all-up” mails to reach England by air we those despatched from New Zealand on August9 an
11. The despatches from New Zealand of AugusB8@9and 31, and September 1 are being forwarded
onward by surface transport from Sydney and areetqul to reach London on October 7. Particularshef
likely time of arrival in London of intermediatesgatches cannot be furnished, but such mails wiltloubt

be delayed en route.”

At that time the service between New Zealand anstralia was by sea and so the air mail service exoed
is that between Sydney and Southampton (changeddle on 1st September). Figure 1 shows a doat#d r
cover postmarked on 5th August which would haventssnt from Wellington to Sydney on tifevatea’ on
the despatch of 9th August and flown from Sydnegdathampton on SW 160 on 15th — 24th August.

SYING
i 7’)”3*3 i

Figure 1: Late despatch from New Zealand on EAMBritain

The only overseas mail dispatch on 11th August ltieain find in the New Zealand press was to Britam
the Panama Canal.

The statement from the New Zealand Postmaster-@emeakes it clear that EAMS mail from New Zealand
that had still to start its air journey from Audiaaafter 3rd September would be sent by surface,atso
raises the possibility that mail that was alreauyransit by air was off-loaded and continued aisrpey by
surface.

Walker makes a very strong statement to that effctHe states:

“The New Zealand Postmaster-General also annourtbed all mails from New Zealand in transit by the
Empire Air Services at the time of the declaratidrwar (September 3) had been intercepted and tdisldo
surface transport. This would include all those Imaiespatched from New Zealand between Augustd2 an
August 28 inclusive.”
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It is not clear whether he had access to furthiarmmation or had made a very strong interpretatbthe
above report in the New Zealand press.

EAMS mail from Australia in early September

Let us start with EAMS mail that had yet to stéstdir journey from Australia. ‘The Argus’ of Melbme on
Monday 4th September [3] had the following repdrbat service SW 168 which had left Sydney on 2nd
September:

“SYDNEY, Sunday - The flying-boat Champion, whighRose Bay at 7a.m. yesterday with passengers and
mails for the United Kingdom, was recalled from @&tone (Queensland) and returned to Sydney this
morning. The mail for England was transported fr&ase Bay to Kingsford Smith Airport and loaded
aboard a Douglas airliner for Melbourne. The bag#l be taken to England by sea.”

This statement is supported by the Imperial AirwAysraft Movement Chart for September 1939 [4] e&pic
that it shows the flying-boat both leaving and retog to Sydney on the 2nd. The chart has the added
statement in pencil on 4 lines:

“Ordered by / Govt to return / service not / openaf’ .

Other Australian air mail was also interrupted.r #iail from Adelaide and Melbourne was always floten
Darwin to connect with the Qantas / IA service titdn, the Adelaide — Darwin service being by Gagn
Airways. Concerning the flight that had been ikeh to connect at Darwin with SW 168, ‘The Adveatis
of Adelaide reported on 4th September:

“The Guinea Airways Lockheed with Victorian and ofustralian mail unloaded the overseas consignimen
at Alice Springs for return to Adelaide but contidiher normal flight to Darwin.”

It therefore seems clear that the last EAMS mait thas flown from Australia was on SW 167 which [
31st August and that subsequent EAMS mail from ralist was sent by sea. That supports the statebyent
the New Zealand Postmaster-General about the EABtsathes from New Zealand on or after 29th August.
Service SW 169 did not leave Sydney until 6th Septr and presumably only carried air mail at the ne
rate of 1s 6d.

Intermediate Dispatches from New Zealand
Let us now consider the intermediate dispatcheslsween August 12th and 28th.

The next despatch was from Auckland on f&nganella’ on 18th August and from Wellington on the
‘Maunganui’ on 19th August [1]. Both these despatches condestth SW 164 on 24th August and that
service arrived in Poole on 3rd September [4].

There was then an EAMS dispatch from Auckland ond2&ugust on theMonowai’ [1] and it connected
with SW 166 which flew from Sydney to Poole on 2%hgust — 9th September [4]. The next EAMS
despatch from New Zealand was on thaunganui’ on 29th August and by the time it reached Sydney,
EAMS mail was being sent from there by surface.

We also need to consider SW 165 and SW 167. Squhkstion becomes whether EAMS mail on the four
services SW 164 — SW 167 was off-loaded on routeyas it flown all the way to Britain? What woul@ b
really helpful are covers sent on these servicgh ®iitish datestamps perhaps caused by them being
directed. | would be very interested to hear if alembers of the group have such covers.

Another piece of information is a secret ‘Memoramdoy the Air Ministry’ dated 1st September 1939. [5]
Referring to the reduction in services, it states:

“... Imperial Airways have been instructed to takeriediately such steps as are necessary to distribeie
aircraft suitably along the route for the condudt this restricted service. This will involve stepge of
certain proportion of inward bound aircraft at inteediate points with dumping of mail for onwardrsaort
by subsequent aircraft or surface transport as tmayossible.”
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| thought it would be useful to look at the founsees to see if there are any such ‘stoppages’.

Service | Sydney| Singapore| Karachi Alexandria Marseilles Poole
SW164| 24 Aug 27 Aug | 30 Aug 31 Aug—2 Sep 2 -3 Sep 3 Sep
SW165| 26 Aug 29 Aug 31 Aug—1 Sep — 3 Sep 4 Sep 4 Sep

SW 166| 29 Aug 1 Sep 4 -5 Sep 6—7 Sep 8 -9 Sep 9 Sep
SW 167| 31 Aug 3 Sep 5-—7 Sep 8 -9 Sep 10—-11 Sep | 11 Sep

A possible ‘stoppage’ occurred on service SW 16entaurus’ arrived in Karachi on 5th September\aas
delayed until 7th September when it continued diyd€. It is possible that EAMS mail posted in Kelna
would not be sent on SW 167, but sent on by sethea&AMS had already been suspended by the time
‘Centaurus’ arrived there. As all the EAMS mail waf§-loaded from ‘Centaurus,’ there is the questain
whether it was reloaded on to ‘Clyde’ or treatedhie same way as the mail posted in Karachi. @other
three services (‘Coolangatta’ on SW 164, ‘Circe’®W 165 and ‘Champion’ on SW 166), the same flying-
boat was used for the complete journey.

There is also the possibility that SW 166 would pick up EAMS mail at Karachi, or even more likéty
Iraq, Palestine and Egypt, as the EAMS had begresded by the time it left these places.

‘Coolangatta’ on SW 164 was a day late in arriving®oole because it was sent on a special chdigét f
(destination unknown) from Alexandria on 1st Segienreturning there later that day. ‘Merchant Ainne
[6] refers to a special flight around that timef@ows:

“A number of special flights were commenced ontanili request. ... Some British Army technicians with
special radio equipment were flown from Egypt te€e ...” That may have been the reason for thaapec
charter flight by ‘Coolangatta’.”

African Route

On the African Routes, ‘Corinna’ on KN 114 left Kisu on 1st September and arrived in Poole on 4th
September while ‘Castor’ on DN 227 left Durban dist3August and arrived in Poole on 6th Septembeth B
KN 114 and DN 227 made an overnight stop in Ath@ms3rd — 4th and 4th — 5th September respectively)
rather than Marseilles, but whereas KN 114 fleanfrAthens to Poole on 4th September, DN 227 had an
additional night stop at St Nazaire on 5th — 6tht&mber. The only unusual thing on the MovementrShia

the pencilled comments ‘Awaiting Instructions’ agstithe overnight stop of DN 227 in Athens.

‘Coriolanus’ on DN 228 left Durban on 3rd Septeméaed arrived in Poole on the 9th. It would be iesting
to know from which stops it picked up EAMS mail.

Evidence against offloading

Evidence against the proposition that EAMS mail wiil®aded is given by two covers shown in an &etlry

Bill Legg [7]. The last EAMS services from Britai®E 173 and SE 174, left Southampton on 2nd and 3rd
September respectively and arrived in Sydney oh &8d 13th September. Legg shows a cover postaharke
in Hull on 1st September and franked with 1%d. thas backstamped in Karachi on the 9th and so st wa
flown all the way. He also shows an EAMS covertpasked in Australia on 29th August that is
backstamped in Poona, India on 8th September aadaino it must have been flown all the way.

Conclusion

Although it is an interesting notion, it appeardikely that EAMS mail was offloaded once it hadrtd its
air journey except in the case of SW 168. Howeités,more likely that where EAMS mail was initiakent
by surface to connect with an airmail service themould not be flown unless it had connected beftire
suspension of the EAMS service. Evidence to supporéfute the notion that EAMS mail was not catriy
air in early September would be very interesting.



Imperial Airways Gazette Decemb@t4 (Issue 46)

References:
1. Papers Past. Available at: www.paperspast.ngolb.nz

~NO O~ WN

Duncan kindly sent in the scan shown below of aepagm “Stamp Collecting” magazine, 7 August 1937
edition. Photographs of the departure of the E#&MS mail from Durban are far less common tharséhof

. Walker D.A., ‘Airmails of New Zealand, vol. 23ub. Air Mail Society of New Zealand, 1986.

. Trove. Available at: www.trove.nla.gov.au

. ‘Imperial Airways Aircraft Movement Charts’, Bigsh Airways Archive and Museum, Heathrow.
. ‘Memorandum by the Air Ministry,*1September 1939’, British Postal Museum & Archive.

. ‘Merchant Airmen’, pub. HMSO, 1946.

. Legg, W.H., ‘Early Wartime Airmails’, Air Mail Bws, vol. 46, no 183, pp 197-204, November 2003.

First EAMS mail from South Africa

Item from Duncan Crewe

the departure from Southampton, so they are velyonee.

FIRST S. AFRICA-ENGLAND
AIR MAIL AT 1id. RATE

PER IMPERIAL AIRWAYS FLYING BOAT ‘' CORSAIR,”
LEAVING DURBAN, JULY ath, 1937.

P.O. LAUNCH TAKING
MAILS TO FLYING
BOAT.

“ CORSAIR " TAXI-ING UP READY TO TAKE OFF
FOR HOMEWARD FLIGHT.

MAIL BAGS ASSEMBLED ON QUAY IN CHARGE OF
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS OFFICIALS.

{Photographs by eourtesy of Mr. I, 1 Roper.)
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Canada and the Empire Air Mail Scheme
By John C Symons

The one country in the British Empire less likety iecome a member of the Empire Air Mail Scheme
(EAMS) has to be the Dominion of Canada. The essefithe scheme was that all first class mail wieigh
less than half an ounce would be carried by aitstdestination. At this time there were no trarcgamic air
routes out of Canada, and therefore the servicedesignated as commencing from England, and thialini
stage was by sea. The new service was first aneduincthe Canadian Post Office Weekly Bulletin,ediat
29th January 1938, further elaborated in the Bulldated 5th February 1938 (figure 1). this acesbst
service at a cost of an additional 3¢, although tih&reat Britain remained at 3¢ surface rate aiith no
change of in the air mail rate via the St LawreBeaway service from Rimouski.

This new service received little or no publicityteide of Canada, and to the best of my knowledg®ots
mentioned in any of the leaflets publicising EAMS.

EMPIRE AIR MAIL SCHEME

Service beyond England for Letter Mails
to certain Empire Countries to be by Air only

All first class mail (letters, postcards and othgicles prepaid at letter rate) posted in Canadanal after the
23rd February for the following Empire Countriediviee carried exclusively by air BEYOND ENGLAND
under the new Empire Air Mail Scheme as the nommzdins of transmission instead of by surface trahsgo
at present:

Anglo Egyptian Sudan Zanzibar Protectorate Malaya

Kenya Colony and Egypt Federated Malay States
Protectorate Aden (Negri, Sembilian
Unganda Protectorate Palestine and Pahang, Perak,
Tanganyika Territory Transjordan Selangor

Mauritius British India (includ- Unfederated Maly States
Nyasaland Protectorate ing British Indian (Johore. Kedah,
Northern Rhodesia Post Offices on the Kelantan, Perlis, Treng-
Southern Rhodesia Persian Gulf, in ganu, Brunei)

South Africa French India and in Straits Settlements
Union of South Africa Tibet, but excluding North Borneo

South West Africa Portugese India) Sarawak

Basutoland Ceylon

Bechuanaland Protectorate Seychelles

Swaziland Burma

Under the new arrangements the Postage for theeatmuntries will be:
Letters - 6 cents per half ounce.
Postcards - 4 cents.
Registered first class mail will also be forwardgdair as the means of transmission.

The present air mail rates to the countries meatidn the list above will be discontinued on the
23rd February. Letters and postcards for those tdesnshould not bear either air mail label or
other marking indicating air transmission.

The present air mail rates to countries not meptian the above list will be continued.

Figure 1. Canadian Post Office Weekly Bulletin,edath February 1938.

lllustrated below are two covers that took advaatafthe accelerated service offered by EAMS. Ehatvn
in fig. 1 was posted at Kincardine, Ontario, siaghon the shores of Lake Huron, some 120 milekeavest
of Toronto.
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From there it was most probably carried by roadltwonto, from whence it could possibly have been
transferred to a flight of Trans—Canada Airlines, Moncton, New Brunswick, via Montreal, and onwatd
Halifax, Nova Scotia. There the cover would haverb#ansferred to a vessel for the passage to paobr
and then onto Southampton for carriage by air tialilon an aircraft of Imperial Airways. With anigal date

of 14th March 1938, the cover was most probablyiedron Imperial Airways flight CE5 which departed
from Southampton on 9th March, arriving at Jodpbiirl4th March. Ajmer is situated some 200Km to the
east of Jodphur, and the cover would most likelyeheompleted its travels by road from there. Tetapsed
time was 20 days, three days to Halifax, six daystlee Atlantic crossing, two days from Liverpool to
Southampton, six days from Southampton to Jodging,day to Ajmer, leaving two days unaccounted for.
Whilst the dates of the passage from Southampteralanost certainly correct, prior to that must leelded
with some uncertainty.

¥

FPirst day cover
February 23-38
of bnauguration
of new postal servige
to British Afriea and
India via airmall ;

beyond England at iir. E. Warne,
rate of 6¢ per half Figure 2
ounce. . : St Anselm's High School,

%/\ Ajmer,

British India.,

CVISE YOUR CORRESPONDENTS THAF
ws LEI‘I ER RATE FROM CANADA IS SIX CEN|&
PER HALF QUNCE.

N

The cover shown in fig. 3 was posted in Hollybum 2nd February 1939 and would probably have been
forwarded overland to Vancouver, from where it vebllave been flown by Trans—Canada Airlines via
Montreal to Monkton, New Brunswick and nearby Hatif At this time of year the St. Lawrence Rivertpor
would have been closed by ice, making Halifax they @ort open for trans-Atlantic traffic. From tleeit
would have been forwarded to Liverpool aboard amstr of the Canadian Pacific Steamship Company, to
Southampton via London, and placed into the carémpierial Airways pending a flight on their African
service to Durban.

With an arrival date of 25th February, the mostopide departure would have been flight DS172 whaéh
Southampton on 18th February, arriving in Beira2dth February, from where it was flown to Salisbbyy
Rhodesian & Nyasaland Airways.

Figure 3
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Unable to be delivered, it was returned to Beirad #own to Durban on Imperial Airways flight DS174
which arrived on 2nd March, being delivered the salay as indicated by the Standard Bank of Souticahf
commercial cachet dated 2nd March.

By this date the instructional cachet directeddoespondents was no longer being applied, no doased
on the assumption everyone was by now aware afi¢lherates. Both covers lack, perfectly correcthg air
mail cachet, superfluous as all first class ma# warried by air.

Two questions remain. Firstly, notwithstanding itm@uguration of Imperial Airways trans-Atlantic giee in
August 1939 the first class rate was set at 30¢/4am. Why was the EAMS rate not applied? Secoritlly,
post office notice of 1938 specifically states timtice applies to first class mail via England. Bdgs mean
such mail was not forwarded via Pan American’s $raRacific service, which would certainly have baan
all air service and faster than via England?

Reference:
Plomish W, Canada Joins The Empire Air Mail ScheB¥APS Topics, September—October 1992 vol. 49,
no 5.

Another I.A. handstamp
By Peter Wingent

We have featured quite a number of I.A. handstaimpise past (see issue 25, P.46; issue 26, P &g 29,
P.33; issue 31, P.25 & issue 32, P.15). | recdntypd the cover shown below with yet another htandp
with no place name but saying simply “Imperial Aayg (South Africa) Ltd.” which was applied at Ja'gu
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Unusual items seen
By Peter Wingent

| hope this page will become a regular featurehm Gazette and to kick it off | illustrate two |.Aelated
items | noted during the past six months. Thegebeaitems you see in catalogues, ebay or in dekdts on
the internet and did not purchase (perhaps tooreskge) but think are unusual or interesting in savag.

The first, fig. 1, is the front and back coversaoK.U.T. stamp booklet | found on the website a th.K.
dealer Steve Drewett. He had two of these itestedi His description is as follows:

K.U.T. - 1938 3s40c BOOKLET stapled at right. SG SB.

1938 3s40c black on pink complete BOOKLET as issodohe condition containing three panes of folir o
the 15¢ (SG137) & two panes of four of the 20c (3®1Scarce booklet. SG SB3.

£180.00
[xenva veanonamo | | [imperial Airways| |
¥ mgﬂﬁ& 'J ' | tuxvy—speeo—comrorT F

el S TS
THIS BOOK CONTAINS:—
12 Stamps at 15 cents and

8 Stamps at 20 cents. i
PRICE—
40 i

o

The Empire Flying Boat:

SALE
3 shgs.

Figure 1

The second item, shown in fig. 2, is one which appeé for sale on Ebay back in August. It sold¥68.50
(approx. £35) and unfortunately | was not the sssite bidder!

The main interest for collectors of I.A. materialthe joint advertising by I.A. and Shell. Thistlig first
example | have seen of this type of advertisingetope and | wonder if any readers have one in their
collections. Of added interest is the fact tha tover was insufficiently prepaid, being franked Hut
weighing over %2 oz. it was diverted to surface @pue. Union-Castle from Cape Town to Southampton.

BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

m;;z:w:i*:g;zm. e ’257
OO ociium 5 S rindi O o

\‘on‘
Lis F;lcf Iy pa:(?/ar‘ Aln Mail,

Onl. oid d gefrankeep yir Lug- /@m.‘/,
. . y 4
"-':,':: I""f"" 7 s
acceweSHELL zo w7 2 Cm‘ﬂ( __/
R

Figure 2
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The AéCK connection with |.A. service AN118
By Peter Wingent

From August 1932, the Aéro Club du Katanga (AéCHKJ loperated a once-weekly feeder service between
Elisabethville and Broken Hill connecting with Imijad Airways’ African services.

Following acceleration of I.A’s. African service in
May 1933, the timetable of the AECK service becapiaxsear Notice No. 217 or 1933.
as shown in fig. 1. I

Department of Posts and Telegraphs.

On Thursday mornings the feeder service carried m:ai_ Postal Notice No. 12 of 1933.
destined for Europe from the south-east of theiBelg i
Congo to connect at Broken Hill with I.A. northbalirg Air Mail Time Table Amendments.

services, timetabled to depart at 08.15 on Fridays. | 1; 1s xormrizp for public information that in con-

pequenco of the acceleration of the Ingland-Sonth

pfrica Air Mail Service the following revised Time

ahles came into operation on the 4th May, 1933.

Postal Notice No. 32 of 1932 is amended accordingly.

: J. B. Moir,

| gexerar Post OFFICE, for Postmaster-General,
' ' | Lusaka, 4

AECK operated the service with DH60G Gyps$y 22nd May, 1933.

Moths, as are seen in the photograph shown irfige -..c

published in “Flight” magazine, 20 May 1932 edition’ "

The return flights on Thursday afternoons carri
mail brought by I.A. southbound services, timeteblg
to arrive at Broken Hill at 10.00 on Thursd-?y
mornings.

Inward Journey.

. Elisabethville (Aero) <o Thurs.  Morning
s Broken Hill (Acro} ... v Thurs. 10.0 a.an.

Return Journey.

I am aware of only one incident during the operat
of the AéCK service. This occurred in May 1993 a
the only reference to it was very kindly sent to loye
the late Arthur Pratt.

; Broken Hill (Acro) }... e Thurs, - 2,0 p:m.
Micabethville (Acro ... Thurs. Afternoon
ferive Elisa

Fig. 1 (Notice from N. Rhodesia Government Gazette)

Arthur obtained (from an unknown source) the follogvextract from the “Annual Report of the Postsl an
Telegraphs for 1933,” written by the P.M.G. of Nantn Rhodesia;

“On 26th May the Broken Hill — Elisabethville auzity air mail was forced to make an emergency lagdn
the bush, 10 miles north of Broken Hill. The ssrwvas suspended for a fortnight in consequendbeof
incident which resulted in serious damage to theraft.”

By this time AéCK were experiencing financial diffities and were apparently operating the feedweicge
with only one aircraft, despite more than one bai@agn in the 1932 photograph.

“ Moths " of the Aero Ciub du Katanea outside the hangars at Elisaberhville. in
the Belgian Congo.

Figure 2
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The cover shown in fig. 3 is datestamped Elisabi¢h\d June 1933, 6; the ‘6’ being 6 a.m. It slibblave
been flown by the AéCK service to Broken Hill, dwedepart that morning (1 June 1933 being a Thy)sda
The 8.00fr. postage = 2fr. foreign ordinary postélgd 20 grm.) + 2 x 3fr. per 5 grm. air fee via.l.

MARCD ISRAIKIL
COMMERCANT EN GROS-IMPORTATEUR DIRECT

ELISABERTHVILLE
BOITE POSTALE {5

MESSRS CAMPBELL BRCOS CARTER AND COMP: ANTY LTD.

37/4I GRACECHURCH STREET,

NOTAY

ENGLAND, LONDON, &, C., 3.

Figure 3

Because the feeder service was not operating, atleet emergency landing the previous week, thercove
would have been sent by train to Broken Hill (291es). There were only two services per week, dema
Elisabethville on Saturdays and Mondays, as peStheh African Railways timetable shown in fig. 4.

[ o 3
ELESABETH‘IILLE Djio. B Maan /Mon, 9 0 Bat.
kﬂnj 111 30 » Eel 4 6 30 ”n
Ndo]a........,....., 9 0 . 9} 0 Wn./Wed. 9 =
Broken Hill o Din fTue 7 10 Don./Thur. 3 5 Son./Bun.
Livingstone..... aemimr: | S & 3} 0 Vry./Fri. 8 T
Victoria Falls w8 40 O 3 woom B 40 5l
Wanki€...vevevoess o 11322 1005 B 11§22 ;
Bulawayo Al'8'15 Wn./Wed. |6 30 8at. * 8 15 Maan./Mon,

Figure 4 (vertical lines between times denotes;paithout lines, times are a.m.)

Had the AéCK service been operating, the cover avbalve been flown to Broken Hill on Thursday, 1elun
and connected with I.A. service AN 117, which dégdon Friday, 2nd. Instead it would have been sant
the Saturday train, which was timetabled to depasabethville at 09.00 on Saturday, 3 June aratiive at
Broken Hill at 03.05 on Sunday the 4th.

Before continuing the story of the cover’s journéycannot resist including photographs relatingttie
railway journey! Fig. 5 is a copy of a post calbwing a view of Elisabethville station; fig. 6asphoto of
the north and southbound mails passing on the tir@nat Wallamba, Northern Rhodesia, near the Relgi
Congo border, and fig. 7 shows Broken Hill station.

As the |.A. African service operated only once-wgek this time, the cover remained at Broken Hiitil it
was placed on board the AW XAftemis,operating AN118, on the morning of Friday, 9th&um his service
suffered serious delay, caused by bad weather astibdage of petrol. Artemiswas forced to make an
emergency landing in the veld and was strandedhi@e days before she was able to continue to Mpika
where she should have arrived only 2 hours, 40 teiafter leaving Broken Hill on the 9th.
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ELISABETHVILLE
Belgisch-Congo

Figure 5

ATALANTA’S FORCED
" LANDING

RELIEF PLANE SENT
FROM SALISBURY

DRIVEN OFF COURSE BY BAD |

WEATHER

Atalanta, the Tmperial Airways'
north-bound air liner, was forced {o
land in the-veld 87 miles east of
‘Mpika on Friday owing. to shortase
of petrol, due to the fact thai the
machine fiad "been driven off ler

course by bad weather uud'a strong|,

wind,

Capt. E, H. Attwood, who was in
charge of the machitic, made u safe
landing, but in doing so onc¢ of the
tyres burst.

On Saturday morning Capt. Miles
Bowker left Salishury in a Puss Moth
lo go to the relicf of the strunded

air liner, He carried a spare tyre|.

oud tube and food for 48 hours for
the passongers. He flew 1o Mpikn
first, arriving therve at-11,20 on Satir-
day morning. | .
In Wireless Communication

From Mpika ho intended o pick up
the bearings of Atalanta, which was
in wireless commuuication with vuri-

ous stations, and fly ont with the

spare tyre and food.

" After delivering the spares he was
to return to Mpika and take on a
lond of petrol. He wae then to
return to the stranded machine, land
and enable thom to refuel.

There was a 600 ‘yard runway, |

where  Atalanta  was  ferced down,

and it wos anticipated that thero].

would be no difficulty in taking off
- agdin, h

Atalanta later flew - to ‘Mpika,
| where, she was refuelled and con-
“tinued lher flight northwards,
Amoug the passengers was - Sir

Hubert  Young, the Governor oflf.

Nyasaland.

Figure 8

e

Figure 6

Figure 7

Accounts of the delays to the service were repomed number of
publications. Fig. 8 is from “The Rhodesia Heralti2 June 1933
edition, which names the aircraft incorrectly asalanta, probably
confusing the aircraft type with the name.

Fig. 9 is from “Aeroplane” magazine, 21 June 198ien.

TROUBLE IN AFRICA L

On June 13 the air liner Artemis of Imperial Airways Ltd,,
an Armstrong Whitworth XV (four Armstrong Siddeley
Serval engines), made a forced landing about 87 miles from
Mpika while on the North-bound run. Among the passengers
were Sir Basil Blackett; former Finance Member of the
Government of India, and Sir Hubert Young, Governor of
Nyasaland. .
: yAeropla.nes were sent out, and when they had dxscqvered
the liner the passengers were transferred. The Ariemis was
later able to resume its journey. Among the searching
machines was one piloted by Capt. Oxford, zude-de;camp to
Sir Hubert Young, which made a forced landing near
Chesafu mission and was missing until next day. No per-
sonal injury was suffered by anyone concerned.

Figure 9
Fig. 10 is from the “Annual Report of the Posts &ldgraphs for 1933,”
by the P.M.G. of Northern Rhodesia.

Fig. 11 is from “The East African Standard,” 17 933 edition, page
17, and is reproduced here by kind permission ofBill Colley.
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"The North bound Air Mail which left Broken Hill on the 9™ June and in which Sir
Hubert Young, the Governor of Nyasaland, was a passenger, was forced through hazy
air conditions to make an emergency landing in the bush about 2.30 p.m., one hour after
she was due at M'pika. Broken Hill Wireless Station established communication with
the plane on the ground at 6 p.m., and maintained communication with Germiston and
Salisbury Aeronautical Stations until 11 p.m. An Imperial Airways relief aircraft left
Salisbury before dawn the following morning, and two Puss Moths from Zomba,
piloted by Lady Young and Flying Officer Orford, aided in the location of the
foundered aircraft. Although, she resumed her flight three days later, the Air Mails
missed connection at Cairo, and letters for places beyond Egypt were delayed a week."

THE AFRICAN |
AIR MAIL,

Northboﬁnd Machine
Del_ay‘ed.

Figure 10

—

SERVICE AN118

Cape Town dep. 07.30 07 JuneAmalthea

- An Hour’s Stay
in Nairobi,

Jo’burg. arr. 15,55 07 June Amalthea
Jo’burg. dep. 07.40 08 JuneArtemis
Sal!sbury arr. 1525 08 JuneArtem!s FORCED LANDING NEAR
Salisbury  dep. 06.35 09 JuneArtemis MPIKA.
Broken Hill arr. - 09 June Artemis =S
Broken dep. - 09 June Artemis S
Mpika arr.  08.45 12 June Artemis 3 days late Three days late, the. huperial
Mpika dep. 10.10 12 June Artemis 3 days late Qll;\\'tl}.\;s 1111(‘1'1 "_‘;Txr,le‘;imis';;‘ 1-.1!1&1;:(1 on
. Aalrobr acrodrome  on ucvsrlay at
Mbeya arr.  13.00 12 June Artemis 3 days late 120 pins 4 sl vsten Tt s
Mbeya dep. - 13 June Artemis 3 days late fuelling, and for tlic passengers and
Nairobi arr.  13.20 13 June Artemis 3 days late crews to obtain lunch, and she left
Nairobi dep. 14.15 13 JuneArtemis 3 days late within t!tc hour for Kisumu. IHere
_ ' a change over will be made to an-
Kisumu arr.  16.45 13 June Artemis 3 days late other machine for the next stage
Kisumu dep. - 14 June Horsa 3 days late of the trip 1o London.
Khartoum  arr. - 14 June Horsa 2 days late The “Artemis,”” on account  of
Khartoum dep. -  15JuneHorsa 2 days late vl wiibiltyadnd fo ke b dods
A 1355 157 H 2 d lat ing in the bush gsmme 90 miles from
swan arr. . une Horsa ays late I Mpika, Chicl Pilot Atiwood stated
Aswan dep. 08.20 16 JuneHorsa 2 days late ithat he had no other alternative, in
Cairo arr. _ 16 June Horsa 2 days late 11\'1:‘\\' Drf ﬂm2 l}lg:n’y \\'Clntll]m' \\'h]jch
; - ¢ met, and beeause lie had . lost
Cairo dep. 16 June Satyrus 2 days late Wil T lamding.. thes. sbmboard
Athens arr. - 16 June Satyrus 2 days late it-‘"“‘ was prnciured.
Athens dep. - 17 June Satyrus 2 days late " Salisbnry wag eomnmunieated with
Brindisi arr.  16.55 17 June Satyrus 2 days late ib'\l- wireless, o pin point being prick-
Paris dep. -  19JuneHengist 2 days late s ‘.'md\f“ s oot ow H:ee
. Ec esian Adr Survey came out with g
Croydon arr. - 19 June HenQISt 2 days late il'l']ll:lﬂ"l!]t']]' mud petrol. On the

Hollowimg day, this machine, a Puss
i Moth, took she  passengers intn
| Mpika, where they remained until
the “*Avtens'

| was ready to pro-
L ceod,

i
t
|

Constructing a Runway.

The next two days were occupied
in maling a runway of sowe 300
vards for the Tinperial  Abrway
machine 1o take off. Crowds of
inatives were employved, wnder the
directions of the officers, and she
was able to got off cuceessfully  on
Monday,  reaching Nairobi without
further mishap.

ITer  passengers  ineluded  Siv
Hobert Young, tiovernar of Nyusa-
lﬂan \\'ilnl s
Caivo; Sir Bas'l Blaeketd sond Siv

Philip Reekitt, ¢

]n'li\'itl; i h‘i}l 10

]
|
]
|
3

Figure 12: another cover flown by AN118. PostetisBary,
8th June 1933, backstamped Berlin 18th & Copenhdkfh.
Flown by DLH from Athens - second acceptance friwooesia.

Figure 11
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Visit of a Short Sunderland to London in 1982
Written by Peter Wingent, based on material serBibhy_egg

The story starts when Bill Legg received a copythaf latest Camden catalogue. This is a U.K. compan
specialising in books and DVDs related to a widaegea of engineering and transport themes (website:
www.camdenmin.co.uk; telephone: 01373 830516)! @iichased a DVD entitled, “The Last Flying Boats”
(48 mins. — colour - £18-25) which contains cliggh® last five years (1969 — 1974) of the Ansattides
service between Rose Bay, Sydney, and Lord Howaadsiwhich employed Short Sandringham flying boats.

Bill wrote to me saying that he thought some membright wish to obtain the DVD, which he enjoyed
thoroughly. This then led him to recall that origle flying boats employed on the Rose Bay — Lidoive
Island service visited London on 6 August 1982 ammbred on the Thames between Tower Bridge and
H.M.S. Belfast. It was the Short S-25 SunderlattiBRF, which had been re-registered as a Britistraiit

in 1981 as G-BJHS and named ‘Sir Arthur Gougegrattie designer of the Short Empire flying boats.

Bill heard of the visit and he says he whizzed aip.ondon with his camera and took some photospkix
which are shown below. Bill's wife Helen accompathihim and took the shot at top left showing Bill
himself, with hands on hips, gazing at the Sundekla
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The photograph below is from “Aircraft lllustratediagazine (no caption and edition unknown) so gerha
one of our readers might be able to identify theaton.

For those interested in the history of this flyingoat, | recommend the following website:
http://www.aussieairliners.org/shortfb/vh-brf/vhitinl. It contains a detailed history of its 49aye of
employment and | counted at least 140 photograptiseaircraft spanning this period.

The following are just a few facts | have
extracted from the website:

Short S-25 Sunderland Mk V, VH-BRF
Built by Short Bros., Belfast, 1944 as a MK .
Allocated to the R.A.F. serial ML814.
Converted to a Mk V, 20 Feb. 1945.

Withdrawn from use and stored at Wig Ba
Scotland, November 1945.

Transferred to Short Bros., Belfast fa
refurbishment, May 1952.

Sold to New Zealand Air force, May 1953.

Withdrawn and placed in long term storage
Auckland, August 1956.

Sold to Ansett Flying Boat Services Pty. Ltd. tplaee Sandringham VH-BRE, December 1963.
Entered Australian Aircraft Register as VH-BRF éhecember 1963.

Aircraft was named “Islander” by Mr. C.A. Kelly, Bember 1964.
Operated first Ansett Flying Boat Services Sydnéyrd Howe Island - Sydney service, 9 October 1964.

Damaged at Lord Howe Island after breaking mooriagd being blown ashore, 31 May 1965. returned to
service 11 June.

Operated its final service Sydney - Lord Howe ldlatsydney, 15 August 1974. Had flown 750 trip&dod
Howe Island.

Sold to Antilles Air Boats, Virgin Islands, Septeenld974. Aircraft named “Excalibur VIII". Cancetlérom
the Australian Aircraft Register, 24 September 19E#tered onto the U.S. Aircraft Register as N158J

Placed in storage at Isla Grande, San Juan, PR 1978.
Sold to Edward J. Hulton (Juliet Flying Boats Inelay 1979.
Departed Isla Grande on delivery flight to Calsiay 1979.
Aircraft renamed “Juliet,” November 1980.

Entered onto the British Aircraft Register as G-BJH1 September 1981. Registered to Sunderland Ltd
Guernsey, Channel Islands and named “Sir Arthurg@du
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Landed on the River Thames and moored near Towdg&r6 August 1982.

Flown from Calshot to Chatham for storage, Octdi$82.

Painted to resemble Pan American Clipper NC1680éh®film ‘Mr. & Mrs. Edgehill’, August 1985.
Leased to Ryanair, repainted and renamed “Spiffoghes,” August 1989.

Renamed “Islander,” 1990.

Sold to Kermit Weeks of Weeks Air Museum, Miamipftla, May 1993. Departed Southampton on ferry
flight to the U.S. as G-BJHS, July 1993.

Renamed “Fantasy of Flight” after the theme parRalk City, Florida.

The feeder service that never took off!
By Peter Wingent

The 30th October 1935 edition of “Aeroplane” magazcontains the only reference | have ever seen to
proposed feeder service by Wilson Airways which etehappened. The relevant extract from the
“Aeroplane” and a map of the proposed route arevaHzelow.

Rearranging Routes in East Alrica Wilson Airways j
TESCON NTRWANS TR of Navrala Taed hoted v adroge for : -
Pl P g b A ol staeting o leeder servive (o link PtOPOSLd Lﬂl‘lga ﬁ
serttie ol Phie Beigger oot res on bLake INoen and Lake Tangaoy ik
withs thee l11l[:l'!i.|| Iwice-weekly service o the Cape, The
Draseh be was to ot frome Bevasike at the North emd ol
Pavke N, bos Iasscm (sl w el ad jomes Cona al thie,
Nowth ool of Ladke ava, cond then across the Litke 1o Costiep -
mavnsyilles wt Lhe Sauth end, amd dosw o the Russist Vallea to
Usumbura, at the Norgh end of Lake Tanganvika.  Thenee
it would go 1o Kigema, on abe Briush side of the lake. an
then across 1o Albertville on the West side, wineh s o mailleas]
for the line to Kabale
Impesial Alrways discussed the matier in Brussels on beialf
of Wilson Alrways Lt td., and the chiel rvason for giving it up
is that the Belgian Government cannot ver pronu‘{. suitable
landing groumds. Noene of the foar propesed siopping places
in Bdgmn territory has a landing grauml, and Wigoma, on the
Brivish side. has dnlv 2 small ground suisable for light aero-
planes. In fact there are no acradromes in the Cunga East of
Elizabeithvillie which i Tong wiy Soh on the T 1o Broken

Hall,

lmp;iai
A:rv&aﬂs
route .

1 % A

Mail from places such as Rutshurgy;
Costermansville and Goma was sent py
road to Kampala to connect with the 1.4,

African services, the journey taking
anything between three and six days.
Clearly an air feeder service would ha
speeded the transit of such mail.

The cover shown right was posted
Goma on 28 June 1936 and has
Kampala backstamp of 2 July: the road S gy ; :
journey took four days. It connected = = o eeeecee 'E
with I.A. service AN356, which departefi = »# -
Kampala on 3 July and arrived in Paris '

delayed at Nairobi by bad weather.

The 6.00fr. postage = 2.50fr. 1st 20 gr
ordinary foreign postage + 3.50fr. per |S
grm. air fee to Europe. ;
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A previously unreported Imperial Airways crash.
Further insights from Mr. Blay’s log.
By Duncan Crewe

During 1930 Mr. Blay was operating as a flight emgir on the Mediterranean sectors of the Imperial
Airways route. His entry for the 4 August 1930d&a

Date Flight Pilot Machine
Aug. 4 1930 Salonica to Athens. Crashed on landining to starboard Mr. Stocks G-AATZ
bottom plane breaking.

The aircraft involved was th@ity of Salonikeand it was operating service IE 71. Fortunately Bay wrote
a letter to his wife on 7 August which gives furtketails of the incident.

“Just a line to say that | have crashed agélh this time at Athens on the return flight from tree on which

we took Amy Johnson to Salonica. We had just talitthe water when the machine turned suddenly muttin
such a strain on the star(board) wing that it crdegpup. We nearly turned right over. We managegktahe
machine ashore before this happened and luckilypmig had one passenger. Nobody was hurt but you can
guess | am very busy...”

Looking through my album | was surprised and déédrto discover that | have a cover from this flighleft
Croydon on 2 August on board tity of Birminghamand having been railed from Uskub to Salina it was
picked up by the&City of Salonicaon 4 August and flown to Athens where the crastpbagd. A relief aircraft
was obviously dispatched very quickly as the cogeeived a Poona arrival cancel on 11 August.

BY AIR MAL

PAR AVION .

'Iff o /Lcdﬂfu:fm:, éAT

LZ‘lWL[/ & t{;ndt alciu‘*v’f/

o

@m 5‘5(/% @@M@/%»cff,
i ca

[1] This refers to the incident on October 30 19&%n he had been flight engineer on the Short @Gal¢+
EBVH City of Athensvhich had hit a breakwater at Mersah Matruh wiadimg off. The aircraft had been
sent from Alexandria to pick up the mails and pagees that had been stranded there afteCityeof
AlexandriaG-EBVB had struck a buoy whilst landing there whdperating IE 31.
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Imperial Airways Flight IE 23.
By Bryan Stokoe

| was delighted to obtain thg
above cover which | can includg
in my collection of nearly a Crash
Cover. This service left Croydon
on 31st August and arrived safel
in Alexandria on 4th Septembef
1929 on theCity of Athens.The

mail carried was unloaded ther
and transferred to theCity of

Jerusalem G-EBMZ, in |
preparation for the flight to

Karachi, which took off the
following day headed for

; 1
S’ ‘{P

(POSTE AERIENT.E] VI g

11%

Baghdad. The previous servicg ; 60% g o
had been diverted from flying tg ; 13
Gaza owing to unrest in Palesting, 54 3 K‘;Lféd,q R

and flew via Kantara and Ammar
to Rutbah Wells. The diversion was a one flightyontcasion > '

and collectors should be careful when buying expensovers F. HENDREY |
which were despatched from London in anticipatibgedting a \\ - P.0.Box 578 !
cover flown on the diverted route. The announcerrehbndon \ “ﬁ?ﬁf}“"

of this diversion appears to have been made ditediverted

route had been cancelled, causing a few covere sebt on the
next flight which look very good but never went tye diverted
route. However these speculative covers did flyseirvice IE23
and were addressed to places on the route frono @Gat are of
interest as being carried on @&y of Jerusalenbut were not on
board when the aeroplane crashed in flames at Jaskcover
above arrived in Baghdad on 5th September and libbt f
continued as follows:

Baghdad Departed 15.45
Basra : Friday 06.00.
Bushire 0945
Lingeh 1455
Jask Due 1715.

The cause of the crash appears to have been theat thle flares mounted on the wingtips were ignited,
instead of helping in the landing they actually fet to the wings causing the airliner to crasheTvast
majority of the mail was destroyed but a small antauas saved and sent on to Karachi by the nexicser

Only one cover is recorded as existing so covergechon the flight to stages approaching Jaskddre
interest.

Also of interest with the above cover is the féetttit was sent by F. Hendrey.

References:

Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways Eastern Reueter Wingent.
Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways etc., Kendall Sanford.
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Lightning Strike Horatius G-AAXD.
By Bryan Stokoe

On the 9th May 1932 the Handley Page HP42 Her&less airlineHHoratiuswas struck by lightning whilst
flying over Tonbridge Wells and according to LlogdVeekly Casualty Reports this disabled the wigeles
equipment, blew out some of the windows in the packnd damaged two of the four propellers. Acaugdi
to Ken Sanford in his book “Air Crash Mail of ImjerAirways, etc.” it also tore holes on the topmé and
one near the baggage compartment. There were midemjto any the passengers or crew and CaptagsJon
was able to return to Croydon safely. The passengere transferred to the airlindelena(G-AAXF) and
were taken safely to Paris. A picture in Ken Saifobook shows the airliner after the crash butt the
picture shows an aircraft of the Royal Air Forceeafan accident and does not seem to have any ciiome
with Imperial Airways.

The cover was only franked with the internal posteate and that the additional air fee had not laeleled.
This was noted and the necessary action takenhenappropriate postage due applied in France.illlalso

be noted that the cover was received in the Heatl @ffice of the Sixth Paris Department in an “exjdd”
condition. An appropriate manuscript endorsemert agplied to the back of the envelope, “Enveloppe p
venue eclatee..... ses bords. Paris VI'. Translatedly “this envelope was received in an exploded
condition”, i.e. the water damage had caused tige®df the envelope to become unglued. The fatttlis
cover was posted on the correct day, carried byodraris, received damage consistent with haveenton

an airliner that was struck by lightning duringtarsn and had part of the skin of the fuselage tiear
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baggage hold torn off leads me to be satisfiedithafs carried on this particular flight. Addedttos, | was
assured that the cover had been acquired fromtaeatal auction of note.

[Editor's note: It is certainly not my wish to raion Bryan’s parade, but | feel | should point caime
difficulties with the postage paid and the due gear Bryan has kindly consented to me doing so.

The problem | have is that the cover has no airl tra@iel, nor other manuscript air markings, and wzeid

only the 1%d. internal British surface rate. Theface rate to France was 2%d. and so the Londareigo

Section struck the cover with a “T/20” handstamqglicating that a charge of 20 gold centimes shddd
levied by the French P.O. As 10 g.c. = 1d., thiti€dr P.O. only raised a charge of double the deficy of
the surface postage.

If the cover was to be flown to Paris, the air nhlrge at this time was a combined fee of 4dtHerfirst
ounce. Hence the postage paid on the cover was @éfitient which should have incurred a chargé&bof
gold centimes.

It is difficult to draw any firm conclusions regand the facts surrounding this cover, which is agty full of
interest. Perhaps a query to the Crash and WraakeBy might be a way of obtaining clarification. ]

“HORATIUS™ IMPERIAL AIRWAYS lIR-LINE‘R,

An unused postcard of the HPHDratius.



