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Editorial 
 
Another December edition, so I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healthy New 
Year and happy collecting in 2014. 
 
This edition contains a wide range of articles so I hope that there will be at least a few items of interest to each 
of you.  I thank sincerely the nine contributors to this edition and, as per usual, I have to ask for contributions 
to future Gazettes.  I try to achieve 40 pages each time but, alas, this one contains only 29.  I used all the 
material sent in, so I appeal to those who haven’t contributed this year to put their thinking caps on and send 
me something next year.   
 
For those of you who have difficulty in finding a topic to write about, one solution might be to follow the 
example of Nick Arrow.  His is the first article you will find when you turn over this page and you will see 
that it is based around a cover of very ordinary appearance but Nick conducted a little research and the result 
is a very interesting story.  So please have a good look through your collection and try to find a cover that 
provides you with an opportunity to do a little digging; it can be very rewarding.  Apart from the postal 
markings and routing, perhaps the addressee might be of interest or the places it was either sent from or to.  
No doubt you have gathered by now that I am trying to encourage each and every one of you to really try to 
make just a small contribution, so come on and do it! 
 
Our member Laurence Kimpton, is in the process of writing his second book.  This time the subject is pioneer 
air mails through the Middle East from 1918 to 1930.  Laurence will include both long distance pioneer flights 
as well as shorter R.A.F. flights in 1919 and the Cairo – Baghdad service, 1921 - 1926.  He has been surprised 
to discover just how many flights there were during the period and as well as the British pioneers, he will 
include those of other countries, particularly of France and Italy. The early years, 1927 – 1930, of Imperial 
Airways will be described and also those of other airlines which established routes through the Middle East 
during the period.  It will be some time before Laurence completes the book but it is certainly something to 
look out for in the future. 
 
I have no other aerophilatelic news this time so I will close by repeating my plea for at least one small 
contribution from each of you in the coming year.  Please, please.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * *   Very important ~ please note the following:   * * * * 
 
Being December, it is the time to remind you that the subscription for 2014 is due.  The subscription rates are 
as follows: 
 
For a disc version:  £4 for UK residents; £6 for residents outside UK.         (Cheques payable to me please) 
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £13 for residents outside UK. 
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, using my email address shown opposite.) 
 
I’m afraid that yet again in this editorial I am going to be very grumpy by saying that if I do not receive your 
subscription, I shall assume that you have decided you no longer wish to receive the Gazette. 
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An interesting and unusual cover 
 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
It is always interesting what one can pick up by mistake!   Trawling through eBay recently, I saw the cover 
shown in fig. 1.   It was on offer at $5, and I actually got it for $9.95 including P&P.   I reckoned that the 
stamps were worth comfortably more than that and it would be a nice addition to my general South Africa 
collection. 
 
I was a bit uncertain as to the postmark - on the average eBay illustration, such detail is usually hard to make 
out anyway! - but it was clear that it was sent in 1937.   So, three pairs of the 2d unhyphenated stamp, of 
which one was a vertical pair - must be worth the $10 which was my limit.   And of course 1/- per ½ ounce 
was the correct rate for the Imperial Airways service to Europe from 1932 right through to 1939. 
 
It was also notable that the envelope was German - the airmail had the etiquette printed with “Mit Luftpost” 
over the French and English words. 
 
However, when it arrived, the postmark could be interpreted - it actually reads “Giulio Cesare / Piroscafo 
Postale Italiano” and the date was 20.12.37. 
 
So - a German airmail envelope bearing South African stamps and an Italian postmark, apparently sent by an 
English National Airmail service and addressed to Germany.   Only missing was any arrival mark, unusual as 
the German post office was always very keen to slap postal markings on anything and everything, and the 
Berlin C2 Airmail mark was regularly applied to mail which went from, to or through Berlin. 
 
Question, how on earth could an Italian postmark have become applied to South African stamps? 
 
The first thought was that, somehow, the stamps had not been cancelled in South Africa, but had been 
cancelled afterwards in Italy, but what on earth had Julius Caesar (“Giulio Cesare”) got to do with it? 
 
The answer is in the word “piroscafo” which means “steamship”, causing the scales to drop from the eyes.   
The “Giulio Cesare” was a ship built by Swan Hunter’s in Newcastle and operated by the  
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Navigazione Generale Italiana, later the Italian Line.   Commissioned in 1920, she made her maiden voyage in 
1923, and was then used for cruising to South America.   However, she was reconditioned in 1933 and used 
for service between her homeport, Genoa, and South Africa.   So the mystery is unravelled. 
 
Clearly the ship had its on board Post Office.   
Someone must have decided to write a letter 
home to Berlin from the ship.   The sender 
could have used either Italian or South African 
stamps, both valid under UPU Regulations for 
the air fare - perhaps the sender had no Italian 
stamps available, so used South African 
stamps - if the passenger was a German (the 
style of handwriting is very typically 
Germanic) he might have had some German 
stamps, but these would not have been valid.   
So he prepared his letter and posted it on 
board with 1/- worth of South African stamps.   The On Board Post Office (correctly) cancelled the stamps 
and the letter was then passed by the On Board Post Office into the South African mail system, where there 
was no need to add any further postal markings, and it was then flown back to Germany. 
 
The “Giulio Cesare” reached Cape Town from Dakar on the 20th December, staying overnight before leaving 
on the 21st for Durban, arriving in Durban on the 24th, [1] so the cover which was posted on board on the 20th 
December, would have been flown from Cape Town to Durban, probably on the 21st as the SAA departure 
was early in the morning.   It was then placed on Imperial Airways’ service DN51 which left Durban on the 
23rd, on the Short Flying Boat ‘Cassiopeia’ [2].  This reached Brindisi on the 30th December, having been 
delayed in Athens for two days due to bad weather.  The cover would have been taken off at Brindisi and 
flown direct to Berlin.   It is unfortunate, of course, that there is no arrival mark at all. 
 
And I only bought the cover because I was interested in the stamps! 
 
References: 
[1]  Correspondence - Guildhall Library, London 
[2]  Correspondence - Peter Wingent 
 
 

Duncan Crewe’s answer to Bob Clark’s query in June 2013 Gazette 
 

With regard to Bob Clark’s queries re the Athens-Tiberias routing I can add a few more details but no 
definitive answers. Proud, Intercontinental Airmails Vol. 2 p55 gives an October 1931 timetable with the 
service leaving Athens at 07.30, making a stop at Castelrosso and reaching Haifa at 16.15 and Tiberias at 
19.15.  gives a commencement date of 15 October 1931 eastbound from Croydon. 
 
On p56 he gives another timetable, commencing 1 October 1932 from Croydon, leaving Athens at 07.00 on 
Tuesday, making a stop at Castelrosso and arriving Galilee “evening”: there is no mention of a Haifa stop.  As 
always, he does not give a reference for his sources. 
 
Although the winter 1931-32 timetable does not mention a stop at either Castelrosso or Haifa, a stop would 
certainly have had to be made.  Stroud, “The Imperial Airways Fleet,” gives the operating range of the Short 
Kent as 450 miles.  I have a January 1932 timetable which shows departure from Athens at 07.30 with arrival 
at Galilee at 16.15 so clearly a refuelling stop would have to be made and presumably that was at Castelrosso. 
The distance involved was 375 miles to Castelrosso and then a further 408 miles to Galilee.  
 
Finally I have a first flight cover to Tiberias by IE134 that has a Haifa transit cancel of 20 October and a 
Tiberias arrival of 21 October.  I have always assumed that Haifa was the office of exchange and that my 
cover was offloaded there and sent on by surface but that is simply speculation on my part 
 
I hope others have given more definite answers. 
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The E.J. Finnegan archive 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
Recently I acquired a number of letters addressed to Captain E.J. Finnegan of Imperial Airways.  Used as 
fillers in some of the envelopes were to versions of Imperial Airways’ Hong Kong compliment slips.  Both 
give the address as the Arcade Peninsular Hotel but in one, the printed number is $ which has been altered to 1 
in manuscript and in the other it has a printed 1.  They are shown in figs. 1 and 2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1      Figure 2 
 
 
Two of the envelopes, Empire All Up covers from Burma to UK, had Caledonia notepaper used as the filler!  
The top part only is shown in fig. 3 (the lower portion is blank). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
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A third envelope, fig. 4, flown on the first Empire All Up from Singapore to Bahrein, has an Imperial Airways 
Bahrein cachet on the reverse, shown in fig.5.  
 

 
Figure 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Figure 5 
 
 
I have never seen any of the above before. Opening the envelopes provided an embarrassment of riches. There 
are also a number of pieces of Raffles hotel notepaper inside 1st Empire All Up covers from Singapore and of 
the Langdown Lawn Hotel, Hythe, New Forest, Southampton in a series of Transatlantic first flight covers by 
Caribou. 
 
I have found out a little bit about E J Finnegan.  He was flying with Railway Air Services in December 1935 
and flew the first southbound service from Glasgow to Croydon under the new contract in December 1935. I 
have a cover from that flight signed by him.  He then flew Delphinus out to Hong Kong in late June 1936 to 
operate the feeder service to Penang.  First services were FEE 17 on 13 July and FEW 17 from Hong Kong on 
17 July.  Delphinus was then damaged in a landing accident at Tourane while operating FEW 18 on 20 July. 
He was still in Hong Kong in April 1937 when he prepared first flight covers for the Pan Am service. I 
suspect by March 1938 he was Singapore based as he was preparing covers from there by the first All Up 
service and using Raffles Hotel Stationery as fillers. 
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Imperial Airways’ 1939 brochure 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 

Duncan has kindly sent scans of all the pages of a 1939 I.A. brochure which, I am sure you will all agree, 
contains beautiful graphics and is exceedingly attractive.  The original brochure is A3 size and thus it has been 
necessary to reduce them in size on these pages.  Duncan scanned each page in two halves, then joined them 
very skillfully.  Many thanks for sharing with us this wonderful item Duncan. 
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The longest delay in eight years! 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

The unremarkable and slightly tatty cover shown in figs. 1 and 2 made a most interesting journey from 
Morondava to Berlin and was carried by the Imperial Airways service which suffered the longest delay in the 
eight years period between February 1932 and February 1940. 
 

 
Figure 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Figure 2 
 
 
The 6.25fr. postage = 1.50fr. first 20 grm. ordinary colonial postage + 4.00fr. per 5 grm. air mail fee to France 
+ 0.75fr. per 20 grm. air fee from France to Germany (at this time, all French colonies charged an additional 
fee for onward air transmission from France to the final destination country). 
 
The journey from Morondava to Tananarive is interesting.  Many years ago I discovered in the British Postal 
Museum and Archive a wonderful map of Madagascar, dated 1 January 1934, which was produced by the 
French postal authorities [1].  It is very large and required five A3 photocopies to copy all of it.  It details 
every postal route on the island and shows the mode of transport, the distance between each town and village 
and the route number.  Also included in the file were a few copies from the “Journal Officiel,” the 
Government Gazette, which included detailed timetables of some of the routes.  After much investigation, I 
have discovered that, unfortunately, there are no copies of the “Journal Officiel” in the U.K., the nearest being 
in Paris.  Just imagine what a wonderful resource it would be to have all the timetables alongside the map.  
However, I digress! 
 
Shown in fig. 3 is a small section of the map with the route taken by the cover from Morondava to Tananarive 
highlighted in yellow.  At this point I feel I should point out that I am perhaps not an air mail purist!  If on its 
journey a cover was carried by any form of transport which I find interesting, then I like to investigate.  Thus 
in this instance I was intrigued that between Janjina and Ankafotra the cover was carried 103 km. (62 miles) 
“à pied”: on foot.  I wondered why there was no road in this area and discovered via the internet that there is a  
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range of mountains running through the area.  I then ‘googled’ the village name Midongy Ouest with very 
little result except for the website of the University of Southern California digital library [2] which has a few 
photographs taken in 1901 at the mission station at Midongy Ouest.  The station was first established in 1866 
by the protestant Norwegian Missionary Society.  In passing I discovered in an article from the “Cairns Post,” 
5 August 1942 edition, that the Norwegian Missionary Society established the very first postal service on the 
island of Madagascar.   
 
From the photographs of the mission station shown in figs. 4, 5 and 6, it can be seen that the tiny village of 
Midongy Ouest is on a plateau at the top of Midongy mountain!  From another internet site I found the 
following advice given to modern-day travellers: “A trip to Midongy is only for the hardy.  Access by road is 
difficult and can only be made between June and November and then only in a good jeep.”   It now becomes 
clear why my cover was carried through the Midongy district “à pied.” 
 

Figure 3 – route of cover highlighted in yellow. 
 
Morondava to Janjina - car - 207 km. (129 miles) 
Janjina to Ankafotra - foot - 103 km. (62 miles) 
Ankafotra to Antsirabe - car - 250 km. (155 miles)     
Antsirabe to Tananarive - train - 159 km. (99 miles)  
  Total - 719 km. (445 miles) 
Journey completed in four days: 14 to 18 October. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Figure 4  
 Figure 5 

Figure 6 
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After arrival at the Tananarive post office on 
Friday, 18 October, the cover was bagged for 
Paris and departed for Broken Hill on Monday, 
21 October via the once-weekly S.N.A.M. 
service.  The local air company, Service de la 
Navigation Aérienne de Madagascar, had 
commenced a feeder service to connect with 
Imperial Airways’ African services at the end of 
July 1934; the route is shown in fig.7.  The 
Tananarive to Mozambique stage was flown on 
Mondays and the Mozambique to Broken Hill 
stage on Tuesdays.  Thus the cover arrived at 
Broken Hill on Tuesday, 22 October and there 
awaited the arrival of I.A. service AN284. 
 
 
Imperial Airways service AN284, operated by the AW XV Andromeda, arrived at Broken Hill to schedule at 
17.35 on 23 October and departed the next morning at 04.30.  At Kisumu on the 25th, Andromeda transferred 
her load to the HP42 Helena which arrived at Cairo to schedule at 11.20 on 28 Oct.  The HP42 Hadrian then 
flew the Cairo – Alexandria stage the same day, arriving at 14.45.  The service should have departed the 
following morning (the 29th) but due to severe storms in the Mediterranean, the mail remained at Alexandria 
for six days.  It was not until 4 November that the Short Kent flying boat Satyrus was able to depart at 10.15, 
six days late, but the weather continued to disrupt the service because after arrival at Athens, it was deemed 
inadvisable to continue to Brindisi.  Instead, very exceptionally, the mail and passengers were sent by train, as 
reported in “Lloyd’s List,” 7 Nov. 1935 edition, “The mail is on the way from Athens to Paris by train and is 
expected in London this evening.” 
 
The train journey from Brindisi to Paris took two days but the longer journey from Athens took three days and 
thus when the mail arrived in Paris on the morning of 7 Nov., it was seven days late.  The final stage of 
AN284 was operated by the HP42 Horatius, which departed Paris at 10.17 and arrived Croydon at 11.52.   
 
No other I.A. African service suffered such a long delay in the period from February 1932 to February 1940. 
 
Apart from AN284, other African and Eastern services were delayed by the storms in the Mediterranean at 
this time.  The various extracts from the “Post Office Daily List” [3], shown in figs. 8 to 13, report a 
progressively lengthening list of services which were delayed at Alexandria.  Service AN284 is referred to in 
the ‘Lists’ as the service which left Cape Town on October 22nd, etc. 
 
 

Figure 8 
  

Figure 7 
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Figure 9 (from Saturday, November 2, 1935 edition). 
 
 

Figure 10 (from Monday, November 4, 1935 edition). 
 
 
 

Figure 11 (from Tuesday, November 5, 1935 edition). 
 
 
 

Figure 12 (from Wednesday, November 6, 1935 edition). 
 
 

Figure 13 (from Thursday, November 7, 1935 edition). 
 
 
References: 
[1] British Postal Museum and Archive.  POST 33/5139, Madagascar. Mail services. 
[2] www.digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/midongy/order/nosort 
[3] British Postal Museum and Archive.  Post Office Daily List.  Bound volumes on shelves. 
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Cairo to Basra air mails 
 

By Bryan Stokoe 
 

I have been collecting airmails for many years and one of my earliest covers was one carried over the Cairo - 
Baghdad route by the Royal Air Force desert service in 1922.  However my collecting interests were for many 
years concentrated on the Imperial Airways South Africa service but always the study of all Imperial Airways 
activities were of consuming interest.  Having disposed of my South Africa collection my interest turned to 
the Middle East and naturally to the Cairo to Basra service.  However I soon found that it was necessary to 
spread my wings a little to the Gulf States and the switch to the south side of the Persian Gulf filtered into my 
sphere of interest. This in turn carried me on to Karachi and the 1929 opening of the first London to India 
service.  It was during one of the many lulls when covers of interest disappeared from ebay, which is my main 
source of material (living in the sticks and not being too mobile these days) that I came across a copy of a 
1927 Imperial Airways timetable which has thrown up some very interesting information. When Imperial 
Airways took over the Cairo to Baghdad service and extended it to Basra, with the first flight leaving Cairo on 
12 January 1927, the service had a fleet of five De Havilland DH66 airliners, which on reflection seemed 
rather a large number of aircraft for a relatively short and well organized air route. The five aircraft were: 
 
City of Cairo City of Delhi City of Baghdad City of Jerusalem City of Teheran 
 
The fact that the first flight from Basra to Cairo took place on 7 January suggested that aircraft had been flown 
out to that end of the route first and not as with the South Africa route when the aircraft were sent to their 
allocated bases.  However, the big surprise came when on detailed examination of the timetable I discovered 
that what I had always assumed to be a relatively short route from Cairo to Basra was actually only part of a 
much longer service from Cairo to Karachi. The actual route was via Gaza to Rutbah Wells to Baghdad to 
Basra to Bushire to Bunda Abbas to Charbar and on to Karachi; a total of 2,492 miles. 

 
The next question was why, if the airline was flying as far as Karachi, was not the service extended as far as 
Karachi in 1927 and not have to wait until 1929.  Obtaining a cover from Karachi carried on the first flight 
from Basra prompted me to look at how the mails from India reached Basra in order to catch the airmail 
service. Thanks to information found in the book “Intercontinental Airmails, Volume Two, Asia and 
Australasia” by Edward B. Proud, I was able to establish that numerous ships owned by the British India 
Steam Navigation Company ran the mail service from Karachi to Basra and no doubt the contract still had a 
few years to run.  However it appears likely that the Persian Government restriction of commercial flying over 
the territory did have some effect on the carriage of the mails by Imperial Airways.  Many of the ships owned 
by the above company operated during the 1914-1918 Great War, both as troop transports and hospital ships 
and several carried on to do similar work for the military between the wars and during the 1939-1945 war. 
Several ships were lost due to enemy action but most continued on well into the 1950s. The ship which carried 
the first India Air Mail Letters to catch the 
first Imperial Airways flight in January 
1927 was the S.S. Varela (Fig. 1). This 
ship was built in 1914 and was quite small 
at only 4,645 tons. She carried 32 first 
class, 24 second class and 160 deck 
passengers. She actually did one complete 
round trip in 1914 before being 
requisitioned by the British Government 
and was the first British India ship to be 
called up for service. At first she was a 
supply and despatch ship for the Royal 
Indian Navy but on the 28 October 1914 
she acted as Headquarters ship for the 
Allied landings in the Persian Gulf. After 
the landings she sailed for Basra where she became the Base Hospital for the campaign. In October 1915 she 
was converted into a hospital ship with 450 beds and served in the Persian Gulf for the Mesopotanian 
Campaign.  She was released from these duties in 1920 and returned to her peacetime role. She was eventually 
sold for scrap in 1951. 

Fig. 1 – S.S. Varela on the high seas. 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   December 2013 (Issue 44)        17 
 
 

The cover illustrated in Fig. 2 was carried on the first flight by Imperial Airways from Basra to Cairo, on 
service W2, and was carried from Bombay by the S.S. Varela to Basra and from there flown to Cairo in time 
to catch the P. & O. RMS Kaisar I Hind from Port Said to Marseille. This ship was about three times larger 
that the S.S.Varela with a displacement of 11,430 gross tons. This cover has been claimed by a well respected 
collector/dealer as being unique, 
being addressed to Canada and I 
can well believe that this is correct. 
In my excitement at being able to 
acquire this cover I failed to check 
my collection only to discover later 
that I had a nearly identical cover 
addressed to the United States of 
America. The cachet applied to the 
cover (Fig. 3) was in use for the 
period to 24 June 1927. It was used 
in magenta during this period, 
except on 12 February 1927 when it 
was used in black by mistake. 
Another interesting fact regarding 
this cachet is that it was not 
replaced until 15 September 1927 
when the Post Office began using 
the circular “BY AIR cachet” (Fig 
3).  Some cachets are in black 
others in blue.  Fig 2. First Flight cover to Canada carried by S.S. Varela, Bombay to Basra.
   
According to the India Study Circle, an article in the Calcutta Philatelist of December 1932 by B. J. H. 
Somake states that he received 120 covers during the period from 1 July to 8 September which should have 
received the magenta cachet. He sent these covers to the Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, who 
sanctioned their cancellation in violet with the cachet. So there are in effect copies of the cachet in three 
colours, I am still looking for covers bearing the black and violet cachets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3 - Illustrations of the two cachets used during the early period of the air mail service from India. 
 
Services by Imperial Airways were originally fortnightly but changed to weekly starting with the departure 
from Basra of service W8 on 16 April 1927.  During the period when a cachet was not in use most of the mail 
had an air mail label. There are various types and these would have been privately printed. Collecting these 
can form an interesting little sideline, with the emphasis on little. The first official air mail labels were issued 
in India on 16 March 1928 and were first used on Service W57, departing from Basra on 24 March 1928. 
 
It has not been established which aircraft conveyed the cover above from Basra to Cairo on Service W 2 but it 
is recorded that it departed Basra on 21 January 1927.  What we do know is that the air mail was put on board 
the R.M.S. Kaisar-l-Hind (the name of this ship is a Hindi name meaning “Empress of India” and is shown in 
Fig. 4) at Port Said and from there it sailed to Great Britain following its usual route. From the 24 March 1928 
Indian mails were accepted for despatch by air from Marseilles to London, which effected a delivery of at 
least one day earlier. There was an extra charge of 3 annas for this service which only operated during the 
summer months. 
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Fig. 4 - R.M.S. Kaisar-l-Hind 
 
The period between the first cachet ceasing to be used and the new small “Air Mail” type commencing is of 
interest, especially as it produced the violet version of the first cachet. For me it has also produced another 
cachet on a letter with a somewhat familiar addressee.  The cachet “THE WIZARD” on the cover in fig. 5 
conjures up some memories for the older collectors but I am sure that it has no connection with a well known 
boy’s comic of pre- war years.  Have any readers of this article any information on this cachet? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig.5. The “Wizard” cover 
 
References and Acknowledgements:  
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Michael Dawes for the use of his copy of 1927 timetable. 
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APPENDIX. 
 

List of items included; 
 
1. Cover of the 1927 Summer Time Table, First Edition. 
 The basic colour of this cover is the blue shown. The striping is a scanning problem. 
 
2. Cover of 1927 Summer Timetable, Second Edition. 
 
3. The timetable, pages 30 and 31. 
 
4. Information for Passengers on Cairo-Karachi Air Routes 1. 
 
5. Information for Passengers on Cairo-Karachi Air Routes. 2. 
 
6. Air Mails (Letters)   
 
7. Timetable (Second Edition) 
 
8. The First Flight cover addressed to Chicago, U.S.A. 
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UK – Australia via Karachi air mail in July 1929 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
The first official acceptance of air mail from the UK to Australia and New Zealand via Karachi was not until 
IE 23 on 31st August 1929. (The first successful acceptance was IE 24 on 7th September!) The route from 
Karachi to Australia was by surface to Colombo where it connected with the UK mail ship to Australia. Mail 
from the UK to these countries was definitely flown to Karachi on the first flight IE1 on 30th March [1], but 
first flights were often treated with some latitude and so it leaves open the question: was later mail to Australia 
before 31st August that was routed via the Karachi air mail service actually flown? 
 
The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked in London on Friday 5th July 1929 and is addressed to East Kew, a 
suburb of Melbourne. It has routing instructions ‘Via Cairo, Baghdad and Karachi’ and is franked with 7½d 
which was the required air mail rate. It has a Kew, Victoria receiver on 5th August. The only way that the 
cover could have arrived in Victoria by that date is if it was flown via Karachi. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 1 - UK – Australia in July 1929, flown to Karachi 

 
The weekly surface mail to Australia closed in London at 6pm on a Thursday while the weekly air mail via 
Karachi closed at 7am on the following Saturday. There was therefore only a small window each week when 
sending mail by the Karachi service provided any advantage. The cover in Figure 1 was posted within that 
window. 
 
The surface mail for Australia was not sent from London on the Australian mail ship, but was sent 6 days later 
to Marseilles. According to contemporary Australian newspapers [2], the ‘Narkunda’ left London for 
Australia on 28th June while the Australian surface mail closed in London on 4th July and connected with the 
‘Narkunda’ on 5th July at Marseilles. The cover in Figure 1 was flown from Croydon to Karachi on IE 15 on 
6th – 13th July [3] and that gave ample time for its mail to connect at Colombo with the ‘Narkunda’ which left 
there on the 21st before arriving in Fremantle (the port of Perth) on 31st July. From Perth, the mail was sent 
by rail to Melbourne and that fits with the Kew datestamp of Monday 5th August.  
 
We therefore have an example of air mail for Australia before the first official acceptance that was definitely 
flown via Karachi.  
 
The air mail to Australia via Karachi does not appear in the Post Office Air Mail Schedule for Spring1930 
although it appears again in the Spring 1932 schedule [4]. However, a recent issue of Air Mail News shows an 
air mail cover from Britain to Australia postmarked on Friday 4th December 1931 that has a ‘Karachi 
Cancelled’ jusqu’a mark [5]. So again we have an example of a cover that was definitely flown via Karachi to 
Australia at a time when there was no official acceptance for the service. 
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The inaugural regular air mail service from England to Australia, December 1934 
 

By John Crowe 
 
A year or two ago I was offered a mail bag label which was said to have been used on the first flight from 
England to Australia  which left Croydon on 8th December 1934.  After some hesitation I decided to buy it.  It 
is a piece of 3 ply wood measuring 163 x 90 mm and 3 mm thick.  Labels have been pinned or stuck on each 
side and are shown on the front cover of this edition.   
 
The top label records that it was attached to bag 89 which weighed 12.24 kg  and was consigned to Karachi  
There is a manuscript  instruction “to be opened in Karachi” and two statements “in transit to Australia”.   
 
The bottom label is printed “Athènes” and a manuscript 456 added in red.  A manuscript addition records 
“First Air Mail to Australia/ Removed from bag/ in Brisbane Dec 1934/ Hudson Fysh.”  Hudson Fysh (1895-
1974) was one of the three founders of Queensland and Northern Territory Aerial Services Ltd. and in 1934 
was managing director of this company and of Qantas Empire Airways Ltd, its joint company with Imperial 
Airways, which was formed to operate the Singapore- Darwin leg of the Empire route.  He had every 
opportunity to remove a mail bag label or get someone to do it for him.  The label probably remained in 
Hudson Fysh’s collection for some years before finding its way on to the philatelic market. 
 
It is believed the mail for Australia left Croydon on “Horatio”- and not “Hengist”- bound for Paris and was 
then carried by rail to Brindisi.   From Brindisi it was carried on “Scipio” as far as Alexandria and on “Horsa” 
to Karachi.   From Karachi the mail was carried by “Athena” to Darwin and then by “Hippomenes” to 
Brisbane. 
 
Two questions arise: 
  
 1.  Why was the label “Athènes” necessary and where was it added?   It is the French version of 
Athens but as there was no interchange of mail at Athens it hardly seems necessary.   Could it have been 
added in Paris when the mail was put on the train for Brindisi?   I thought at one time it might be a version of 
“Athena” which carried the mail from Karachi but this seems unlikely. 
  
 2. What is the significance of the manuscript “456” in red? 
 
A large amount of mail was carried on the inaugural flight.  It has been reported that 100,000 items of mail 
and 227 kg of parcels were carried on “Hengist” and “Horatius” of which 66 bags weighing 679 kg were 
destined for Australia. [1]  I visited the BPMA to see if I could get more detailed information but, 
unsurprisingly, I was unsuccessful. 
 
Notes 
1.   “Kangaroo Route” by Meredith Hooper. 
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A two ocean cover. Exmouth, Devon to Gulmarg, Kashmir. 
July/August 1941 

By John C Symons 

Posted in Exmouth, Devon on 
29th July 1941, this cover 
reached its destination, 
Gulmarg, Kashmir, India on 
1st September, a transit time of 
44 days. Postage paid was 5s. 
0d., the correct rate for 
carriage by the two oceans 
route, North Atlantic and 
Pacific, confirming the 
superscription ‘Via America’1.  
Equally there can be little 
doubt as to the route taken. 

From Brixham the cover 
would have been forwarded by 
rail to Bristol and on by road to 
nearby Whitchurch Airport.  

From there it would have been 
flown to Lisbon by KLM on 
charter to BOAC.  Assuming 
no delay, the flight, LS 132, 
would have departed on 30th 
July, arriving in Lisbon the 
following day2.  There the 
cover would have been 
transferred to PAA and placed 
aboard PAA’s FAM 18 
service, Boeing 314 Atlantic 
Clipper, which departed for 
New York on 1st August, and 
arriving the following day3.  
From New York the cover 
continued on to San Francisco, 
arriving on 3rd August. Which 
airline carried it cannot be determined precisely, possibilities include United Airlines and Trans World 
Airlines.4 

From San Francisco there were three possible routes, all operated by PAA: FAM 14 terminating in either 
Hong Kong or Singapore, or FAM 19 terminating in Auckland, New Zealand.  The most likely flight was the 
FAM 14 service terminating in Singapore, enabling a direct connection to be made with BOAC’s service from 
Sydney to Durban, via Calcutta. On 14th August PAA’s Anzac Clipper departed from San Francisco for 
Singapore where it arrived on 20th August5. Some three days later on 22nd August BOAC’s flight WS114 
from Sydney to Durban departed from Singapore, arriving in Calcutta on 23rd August6. There the cover was 
subjected to examination by the censor and did not depart, forwarded by rail and road, for Gulmarg until 28th 
August arriving finally on 1st September. 

Gulmarg is situated to the north of Srinagar, Kashmir, in the foothills of the Himalayas.  During World 
War II the area was used as a training area.  The recipient, Mrs. J. G. Pocock is most probably the wife of Maj. 
J. G. Pocock, a well known member of the Himalayan Club.  At this date he was on active service in North 
Africa in command of the Central India Horse.7  Today Gulmarg is one of India’s premier ski resorts. 
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D.L.H. (Athens) ~ Salonika ~ Berlin service 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

The first D.L.H. Salonika – Berlin service (with Athens – Salonika connection by Hellenic Air 
Communications Co.) was on 6 May 1932.  An unusual cover I saw on Ebay recently which was intended to 
be carried by the second service is illustrated below. 
 
It was posted on 3 May 1932 and flown from Keetmashoop to Kimberley by South-West African Airways to 
connect with I.A. service AN61, which arrived Cairo to schedule on 11 May.  The service should have left 
Alexandria the next day but records show it did not depart until 05.00 on Friday, 13 May and arrived Athens 
at 13.35 that day.  Unfortunately, the Hellenic Air Communications service left Athens early in the morning of 
the 13th and thus the cover missed the connection and was sent by train to Berlin.  Had it been flown by 
D.L.H. it would have received a Berlin backstamp of 13 May; instead it was flown from Berlin to Hamburg 
on the 17th and received the more unusual purple Hamburg ‘arrival by air’ cachet. 
 
The 4/2d. franking is philatelic.  The air mail rate from S.W.A. to Germany was 1/- per ½ oz. and registration 
was 4d. 
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Caledonia’s First Trans-Atlantic Survey Flight, July 1937 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 

In the June 2012 Gazette, Duncan Crewe wrote an article on Imperial Airways’ first trans-Atlantic survey 
flight, operated by the Short S23 flying boat Caledonia. He illustrated it with a cover flown from Foynes to 
Botwood, Newfoundland, mentioning that this cover was additional to the 12 carried each way and signed on 
the reverse by Captain A.S. Wilcockson. The covers illustrated here are examples of those signed on the 
reverse by Wilcockson.  The cover shown in figs. 1 and 2 was flown on the outward flight, 5-9 July, and 
missed out on receiving a Canadian stamp cancelled at Montreal; perhaps the crew were too preoccupied with 
the elaborate official welcome.  The cover shown in fig. 3 was flown on the return flight, 12-16 July and has 
stamps and cancellations for all four points of call. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Figure 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
 
 
 
 

A Letter of Complaint from Abadan, Persia, January 1924 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
A letter from Mr. H.S. Youd, a manager of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company at Abadan, Persia, written in 1924 
to the Postmaster General, illustrates the importance of the mail to many ex-patriot British in the 1920s. The 
letter is in the Post Office Archives. The refinery at Abadan and the surrounding oilfields of south-west Persia 
were of strategic importance to the United Kingdom as they supplied the Royal Navy with fuel oil. Abadan 
was on the Shatt-al-Arab waterway, which at this point forms the boundary between Iraq and Iran (Persia). 
The refinery was about 20 miles downstream from Basra. 
 
When the letter was written in January 1924 mail from England to Abadan could be sent by the RAF Cairo-
Baghdad service or by the newly opened Nairn Overland Mail service from Haifa to Baghdad. From Baghdad 
to Basra it travelled by rail and then by ferry and road to Mohammerah (modern day Khorramshahr). It could 
also be sent by sea, via India. 
 
The writer of the letter was complaining about the problems encountered with the Persian Post Office’s 
handling of the mails and its high postage rates. It is interesting to see that he states that they were not using 
either the air or overland service between 18 October 1923 and 19 January 1924. He expresses the Persian 
postage rates in annas, presumably for comparison purposes; the Persian currency was 20 chahis making one 
kran. A faint pencil correction has been made to the British postage rates quoted; both the air and overland 
rates were 5½d. 
 
Pointing out that one is a Freeman of the City of London would have little impact today in a letter of 
complaint to Royal Mail. It had little effect in 1924; the reply on behalf of the Postmaster General thanked Mr. 
Youd for his letter and said that nothing could be done, but that a copy of his letter would be sent to the Iraq 
Post Office at Baghdad. One can imagine  Mr. Youd’s reaction on opening the Post Office’s reply.  
 
(A Persian Post Office had opened at Abadan by 1927 when Imperial Airways took over the RAF Cairo- 
Baghdad service and extended it to Baghdad). 
 



28         December 2013 (Issue 44)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Imperial Airways Gazette                   December 2013 (Issue 44)        29 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: 
 

British Postal Museum & Archive, Post 33/2006. 

Map from Google maps.  Mohammerah is modern day Khorramshahr.  The 
map names Shatt-al- Arab waterway as Abu al Khasib,  the Iranian name 
for the waterway. 


