h ~

December 2013




@ December 2013 (Issue 44) ngpdirways Gazette

Contents
(=0 [1 (0] 4 T=1 ISP 1

An interesting and UNUSUAl COVET .......uuiureeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeevveeeveeeveeveeeeeeeees 2
By Nicholas Arrow

Duncan Crewe’s answer to Bob Clark’s query in 2OE3 Gazette ........cccccvvvvennees 3
By Stan Wheatcroft

The E.J. FINNegan arChive ..............coooeieiieiiiiiiiices s 4
By Duncan Crewe

Imperial Airways’ 1939 broChUre ...........ceeeeeeeiieiiiiii e, 6
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

INdiaN @I MAI CACNET ..o e ettt et et e reae e e e e eeaaas 10
By Duncan Crewe

Imperial Airways’ VIQNEeTES ..........ooiiiii et e e 11
By John Symons

The longest delay in eight YEars! ........ oo 12
By Peter Wingent

Cairo to Basra air MAllS ........uuiueiiiiiieeer e 16
By Bryan Stokoe

U.K. ~ Australia via Karachi air mail in July 1929..........................cc, 22
By Robert Clark

The inaugural regular air mail service from Englam Australia, Dec. 1934 ......... 23
By John Crowe

A two ocean cover. Exmouth, Devon to Gulmarg, Kashdaly/Aug. 1941 ......... 24
By John Symons

D.L.H. (Athens) ~ Salonika ~ BerliN SEIVICE mmmmrrvvrrrrrmmiiiniiiiiiiieeeeaeeeeeeeeans 25
By Peter Wingent

Caledonia’s first trans-Atlantic survey flight, 1937 .................ccc, 26

By Laurence Kimpton

A letter of complaint from Abadan, Persia, Janue824 ... 27
By Laurence Kimpton

Editor: Peter Wingent Telephone:
4 Twyford Court 01962 851780
Northlands Drive
Winchester
Hampshire e-mail:
S0O23 7AL pwingent@googlemail.com

Front cover illustration Both sides of the unique air mail bag label which isthe subject of the article by

John Crowe on page 23.



Imperial Airways Gazette Decemp@t 3 (Issue 44)

Editorial

Another December edition, so | take this opportutotwish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healtlgw
Year and happy collecting in 2014.

This edition contains a wide range of articles Bope that there will be at least a few items tdrest to each
of you. | thank sincerely the nine contributorghis edition and, as per usual, | have to aslcémtributions
to future Gazettes. | try to achieve 40 pages é¢aoh but, alas, this one contains only 29. | uakdhe

material sent in, so | appeal to those who haweoritributed this year to put their thinking capsam send
me something next year.

For those of you who have difficulty in finding apic to write about, one solution might be to fallthe

example of Nick Arrow. His is the first article yawill find when you turn over this page and youl\see

that it is based around a cover of very ordinanyeapance but Nick conducted a little research haddsult
is a very interesting story. So please have a dookl through your collection and try to find a eowthat

provides you with an opportunity to do a little giigg; it can be very rewarding. Apart from the tabs
markings and routing, perhaps the addressee malf interest or the places it was either sent fowno.

No doubt you have gathered by now that | am trgmegncourage each and every one of you to reallfotr
make just a small contribution, so come on and!do i

Our member Laurence Kimpton, is in the processrifrwg his second book. This time the subjectiaper
air mails through the Middle East from 1918 to 198@urence will include both long distance pioniights
as well as shorter R.A.F. flights in 1919 and tleer€—- Baghdad service, 1921 - 1926. He has begmised
to discover just how many flights there were durihg period and as well as the British pioneerswhie
include those of other countries, particularly oafce and Italy. The early years, 1927 — 1930 ydelrial
Airways will be described and also those of othdmas which established routes through the Mida#est
during the period. It will be some time before kence completes the book but it is certainly soingtho
look out for in the future.

I have no other aerophilatelic news this time swill close by repeating my plea for at least oneakm
contribution from each of you in the coming yeiease, please.

* *x * % \/gry important ~ please notethefollowing: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you timat subscription for 2014 is due. The subscriptaias are
as follows:

For a disc version£4 for UK residents£6 for residents outside UK. (Cheques payablae please)
For a paper versioft10 for UK residents£13 for residents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggmgil address shown opposite.)

I’'m afraid that yet again in this editorial | amigg to be very grumpy by saying that if | do note®e your
subscription, | shall assume that you have decygeidho longer wish to receive the Gazette
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An interesting and unusual cover
By Nicholas Arrow
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It is always interesting what one can pick up bgtake! Trawling through eBay recently, | saw toeer
shown in fig. 1. It was on offer at $5, and Iwadly got it for $9.95 including P&P. | reckondtiat the
stamps were worth comfortably more than that andoitld be a nice addition to my general South Asfric
collection.

| was a bit uncertain as to the postmark - on trezage eBay illustration, such detail is usuallydh make
out anyway! - but it was clear that it was sentl887. So, three pairs of the 2d unhyphenatedpstai
which one was a vertical pair - must be worth th® #hich was my limit. And of course 1/- per ¥noe
was the correct rate for the Imperial Airways segwio Europe from 1932 right through to 1939.

It was also notable that the envelope was Gerntha airmail had the etiquette printed with “Mit tjpdst”
over the French and English words.

However, when it arrived, the postmark could benpteted - it actually reads “Giulio Cesare / Riede
Postale Italiano” and the date was 20.12.37.

So - a German airmail envelope bearing South Afrismps and an Italian postmark, apparently seanb
English National Airmail service and addressed gwn@&any. Only missing was any arrival mark, untissa
the German post office was always very keen to pltagial markings on anything and everything, ared th
Berlin C2 Airmail mark was regularly applied to finahich went from, to or through Berlin.

Question, how on earth could an Italian postmaslelzecome applied to South African stamps?

The first thought was that, somehow, the stamps n@dbeen cancelled in South Africa, but had been
cancelled afterwards in Italy, but what on eartti balius Caesar (“Giulio Cesare”) got to do with it

The answer is in the word “piroscafo” which measte&mship”, causing the scales to drop from the.eye
The “Giulio Cesare” was a ship built by Swan Huistén Newcastle and operated by the
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Navigazione Generale Italianiater the Italian Line. Commissioned in 192t snade her maiden voyage in
1923, and was then used for cruising to South Asaeri However, she was reconditioned in 1933 aed us
for service between her homeport, Genoa, and Sdutta. So the mystery is unravelled.

Clearly the ship had its on board Post Offic
Someone must have decided to write a let
home to Berlin from the ship. The send
could have used either Italian or South Africa
stamps, both valid under UPU Regulations f
the air fare - perhaps the sender had no Ital
stamps available, so used South Africg
stamps - if the passenger was a German (|
style of handwriting is very typically}®
Germanic) he might have had some Germg
stamps, but these would not have been vaf
So he prepared his letter and posted it &r— -

board with 1/- worth of South African stamps. Tbe Board Post Office (correctly) cancelled thergia
and the letter was then passed by the On Board®ftist into the South African mail system, whehere
was no need to add any further postal markingsjtamds then flown back to Germany.

The “Giulio Cesare” reached Cape Town from Dakathen20th December, staying overnight before legavin
on the 2% for Durban, arriving in Durban on the 24th, [1]tke cover which was posted on board on the 20th
December, would have been flown from Cape Town tobBn, probably on the 21st as the SAA departure
was early in the morning. It was then placed mpdrial Airways’ service DN51 which left Durban tre
23rd, on the Short Flying BoaCassiopeia’ [2]. This reached Brindisi on the 30th Decembsaying been
delayed in Athens for two days due to bad weathgre cover would have been taken off at Brindigl an
flown direct to Berlin. It is unfortunate, of c®e, that there is no arrival mark at all.

And | only bought the cover because | was inteckesteéhe stamps!
References:

[1] Correspondence - Guildhall Library, London
[2] Correspondence - Peter Wingent

Duncan Crewe’s answer to Bob Clark’s query in Jun€013 Gazette

With regard to Bob Clark’'s queries re the AthenkeFias routing | can add a few more details but no
definitive answers. Proud, Intercontinental Airmsaifol. 2 p55 gives an October 1931 timetable wité t
service leaving Athens at 07.30, making a stop asté€lrosso and reaching Haifa at 16.15 and Tibetias
19.15. gives a commencement date of 15 Octobelr @é88tbound from Croydon.

On p56 he gives another timetable, commencing bl§&ct1932 from Croydon, leaving Athens at 07.00 on
Tuesday, making a stop at Castelrosso and arrBaligee “evening”: there is no mention of a Haifags As
always, he does not give a reference for his ssurce

Although the winter 1931-32 timetable does not noena stop at either Castelrosso or Haifa, a stopldv
certainly have had to be made. Stroud, “The Ingb&kirways Fleet,” gives the operating range of Steort
Kent as 450 miles. | have a January 1932 timetahleh shows departure from Athens at 07.30 witival
at Galilee at 16.15 so clearly a refuelling stopuldchave to be made and presumably that was ael@zsso.
The distance involved was 375 miles to Castelrassbthen a further 408 miles to Galilee.

Finally | have a first flight cover to Tiberias B§134 that has a Haifa transit cancel of 20 Octabet a
Tiberias arrival of 21 October. | have always assd that Haifa was the office of exchange and timat
cover was offloaded there and sent on by surfatéhhtiis simply speculation on my part

I hope others have given more definite answers.
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The E.J. Finnegan archive
By Duncan Crewe

Recently | acquired a number of letters addresse@aptain E.J. Finnegan of Imperial Airways. Usead
fillers in some of the envelopes were to versiohfnperial Airways’ Hong Kong compliment slips. Bo
give the address as the Arcade Peninsular Hotehlorte, the printed number is $ which has beewexdtto 1
in manuscript and in the other it has a printed ey are shown in figs. 1 and 2.
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Two of the envelopes, Empire All Up covers from Barto UK, hadCaledonia notepaper used as the filler!
The top part only is shown in fig. 3 (the lower fpam is blank).

FLYING IN THE CALEDONIA

i Hath fix'd High Caledon’s ynconguer’d name '—Bpron

Figure3
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A third envelope, fig. 4, flown on the first Empitdl Up from Singapore to Bahrein, has an ImpeAaivays
Bahrein cachet on the reverse, shown in fig.5.

Thenrehers

A

o 1

Figure4

Figure5

I have never seen any of the above before. Opghagnvelopes provided an embarrassment of ridhese
are also a number of pieces of Raffles hotel n@epeside 1st Empire All Up covers from Singapane of
the Langdown Lawn Hotel, Hythe, New Forest, Southi@mm in a series of Transatlantic first flight covéy
Caribou.

I have found out a little bit about E J Finnegaie was flying with Railway Air Services in Decemid&35
and flew the first southbound service from GlasdovCroydon under the new contract in December 1835.
have a cover from that flight signed by him. Herttilew Delphinus out to Hong Kong in late June 1936 to
operate the feeder service to Penang. First &rviere FEE 17 on 13 July and FEW 17 from Hong Kang
17 July. Delphinus was then damaged in a landing accident at Tounduile operating FEW 18 on 20 July.
He was still in Hong Kong in April 1937 when he paged first flight covers for the Pan Am service. |
suspect by March 1938 he was Singapore based asmh@reparing covers from there by the first All Up
service and using Raffles Hotel Stationery asr8lle
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Imperial Airways’ 1939 brochure
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan has kindly sent scans of all the pages of a 1939 I.A. brochure which, | am sure you will al agree,
contains beautiful graphics and is exceedingly attractive. The original brochure is A3 size and thus it has been
necessary to reduce them in size on these pages. Duncan scanned each page in two halves, then joined them
very skillfully. Many thanks for sharing with us thiswonderful item Duncan.
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Thelongest delay in eight years!
By Peter Wingent
The unremarkable and slightly tatty cover showrfigs. 1 and 2 made a most interesting journey from

Morondava to Berlin and was carried by the Impehiaivays service which suffered the longest delayhie
eight years period between February 1932 and Fegbt90.

—— .
S0 Figure 1
’ .
G | '..HZ__‘E!_ RIS 6 i
wima L =’ : L E
b 4 M
() ===
T e
Figure 2

The 6.25fr. postage = 1.50fr. first 20 grm. ordjneolonial postage + 4.00fr. per 5 grm. air maé te France
+ 0.75fr. per 20 grm. air fee from France to Geryngat this time, all French colonies charged anitauthl
fee for onward air transmission from France tofiha&l destination country).

The journey from Morondava to Tananarive is inténgs Many years ago | discovered in the Britisistal
Museum and Archive a wonderful map of Madagascatedi 1 January 1934, which was produced by the
French postal authorities [1]. It is very largedaequired five A3 photocopies to copy all of it details
every postal route on the island and shows the mbtl@nsport, the distance between each town diadj

and the route number. Also included in the fileravea few copies from the “Journal Officiel,” the
Government Gazette, which included detailed timetabf some of the routes. After much investigatio
have discovered that, unfortunately, there areapees of the “Journal Officiel” in the U.K., the arest being

in Paris. Just imagine what a wonderful resouragould be to have all the timetables alongsiderttag.
However, | digress!

Shown in fig. 3 is a small section of the map with route taken by the cover from Morondava to harige
highlighted in yellow. At this point | feel | shtwlpoint out that | am perhaps not an air mail gtlrilf on its
journey a cover was carried by any form of transpdnich | find interesting, then I like to inveséite. Thus
in this instance | was intrigued that between dangind Ankafotra the cover was carried 103 km.n@2s)
“a pied”: on foot. | wondered why there was noddathis area and discovered via the internettthere is a
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range of mountains running through the area. h tigeogled’ the village name Midongy Ouest with yer

little result except for the website of the Univgrof Southern California digital library [2] whichas a few
photographs taken in 1901 at the mission statiaviidbngy Ouest. The station was first establisimeti866
by the protestant Norwegian Missionary Society passing | discovered in an article from the “CsiRost,”
5 August 1942 edition, that the Norwegian Missign@ociety established the very first postal seraonghe

island of Madagascar.

From the photographs of the mission station showiigs. 4, 5 and 6, it can be seen that the titipge of

Midongy Ouest is on a plateau at the top of Midomgguntain!

From another internet site | found the

following advice given to modern-day travelleta:trip to Midongy is only for the hardy. Accesg imad is
difficult and can only be made between June ancehdrer and then only in a good jeep.lt now becomes
clear why my cover was carried through the Midodprict “a pied.”
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Figure 3 — route of cover highlighted in yellow.

Morondava to Janjina - car - 207 km. (129 miles)
Janjina to Ankafotra - foot - 103 km. (62 miles)
Ankafotra to Antsirabe - car - 250 km. (155 miles)
Antsirabe to Tananarive - train - 159 km. (99 miles
Total - 719 km. (445 miles)
Journey completed in four days: 14 to 18 October.

Figure 4
Figure 5

LEGENDE

Courniers par yoaia ferréa
Courriers automobifes

Courriars Fluviaux

Courriers & piad

Buresyx de poste de plein exercice.

Buresux de poste auxiliaire

Figure 6
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After arrival at the Tananarive post office
Friday, 18 October, the cover was bagged
Paris and departed for Broken Hill on Monda
21 October via the once-weekly S.N.A.M.
service. The local air company, Service de|
Navigation Aérienne de Madagascar, h
commenced a feeder service to connect wi
Imperial Airways’ African services at the end ¢ ' Tamanarive
July 1934; the route is shown in fig.7. Th
Tananarive to Mozambique stage was flown
Mondays and the Mozambique to Broken H
stage on Tuesdays. Thus the cover arrived
Broken Hill on Tuesday, 22 October and the
awaited the arrival of I.A. service AN284.

MAPLGEASCAR

Figure 7

Imperial Airways service AN284, operated by the AW Andromedaarrived at Broken Hill to schedule at
17.35 on 23 October and departed the next morrtifg.80. At Kisumu on the 25tAindromedaransferred
her load to the HP4Rlelenawhich arrived at Cairo to schedule at 11.20 or028 The HP4XHadrian then
flew the Cairo — Alexandria stage the same dayyiag at 14.45. The service should have deparbed t
following morning (the 29th) but due to severe steiin the Mediterranean, the mail remained at Alexa
for six days. It was not until 4 November that 8ieort Kent flying boaSatyruswas able to depart at 10.15,
six days late, but the weather continued to distiptservice because after arrival at Athens, & deemed
inadvisable to continue to Brindisi. Instead, vergeptionally, the mail and passengers were setran, as
reported in “Lloyd’s List,” 7 Nov. 1935 edition;The mail is on the way from Athens to Paris byrtrand is
expected in London this evening.”

The train journey from Brindisi to Paris took tways but the longer journey from Athens took thragscand
thus when the mail arrived in Paris on the morrofg Nov., it was seven days late. The final stafje
AN284 was operated by the HPHPratius, which departed Paris at 10.17 and arrived Croydtdii.52.

No other I.A. African service suffered such a latggay in the period from February 1932 to Febrd%0.

Apart from AN284, other African and Eastern sersiegere delayed by the storms in the Mediterranéan a
this time. The various extracts from the “PosticffDaily List” [3], shown in figs. 8 to 13, repo&
progressively lengthening list of services whichrevdelayed at Alexandria. Service AN284 is refié@in

the ‘Lists’ as the service which left Cape Town@ctober 22nd, etc.

Friday, November 1, 1835,

DAILY LIST.

H.8L. Postmaster General

B0,

( ST OFFICE

Notices sppearing for the first time or in an amended form are marked o

AIR MAILS

e The Homeward Afriea Air Mails which loft Capetown on October 22nd, Johannesburg on October 23rd and Nairobi on
Wdober 25th are delayed at Alexendrin by bad weather.

g,
WeiThe Homeward Malaya—India Air Mails which left Singapore on October 24th, Bangkok anid Rangoon on October 25th
o Earachi on Ouvtober 2Tth are delayed at Alexandria by bad weather, "

Figure 8
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Notices appearing for the first time or in an a.mm:dnd form are marked vJa

AIR MAILS.

: a.Hnmawa:d Afriea Alr Malls- which left Johannesburg on Ootober 26th and Nairobi on Octobo: 28th are e-cp-cted to
livered In London ‘on Menday morning.

{The Homeward Africa Air Mails which left Capatown on Oclober 22nd, Johannesburg on (}cbubar 23rd and ‘\tmmhj on
r 26th are still delayed ab Alexandria by bad weather. -

bThe Homeward Malaya—India Air Balls which left.Singapore on' Ogtober 24th, Bangkok and Rangnon on October 25
'moln on October 27th are still delayed at Alexandria by I;P:d weather. 8 o £ e

Flgure 9 (from Saturday, November 2, 1935 edition).

“Homeward Australla-Malaya-India Alr Mails which loft Brisbane on October 23rd, Sinzapore on Oetober 27th, Bangkok
o on Detober 286h and Karacbi en October 30th are delayed at Alexandria by bad wenther.

Homeward Africa Afr Mails which left Johannesburg on October 26th and Nairobi on October 28th are delayed nt
by bad weather.

Homeward Alrica Air Mails which left Capatown on Oclober 2Znd, Johannesburg on October 23rd and Nairobi on
th are still delayed at Alexandria by bad weather.

_Homeward Malaya—India Air Mails which left Singapore on Qctober 24th, Banglok and Rangoon em October 25th,
chi on Outober 27th are still delayed st Alexandrin by bad weather,

=
o §
l

* The Air Mails are expected to arrive in London Tuesday the 5th instant.

: AIR MAILS
. T]]a undermentioned Homeward Air Mails, which were expested to arrive today, will not reach London until tomorrow.

+ Alr Mails Irom Ausiralia-Malaya-India despatched from Brisbane on October 23rd, Singapore on October 24th and 27th,
Bangkok and Rangoon on Qctober 25th and 28th, and Karachi on October 27th and 30th.

Air Mails from Alrica, despatched from Capetown on October 22nd and 25th, Johannesburg on October, 23rd and
26th, and Nairobi on Qctober 25th and 28th.

Figure 11 (from Tuesday, November 5, 1935 edition).

; ATR MAILS

The uuﬂermunllnnad Homeward Air Malls, which have been delayed en route, are expected to arrive in' London to-morrow :—

© Alr Mails from Australia-Malaya-India despatched from Brisbane on October 23rd, Singapore on October ..,-ith and 27th,
“ Bangkok and Rangoon on October 25th and 28th, and Karachi on October 27th and 30th.

Alr Mails from Alrica, despatoched from Capetown on October 22nd and 25th, Johanneshurg on October 23rd and
26th, and Nairobi on Uuiober 25th and 28th.

Figure 12 (from Wednesday, November 6, 1935 e{lition

AIR MAILS
q..'l‘hs Homeward Africa Air Mails which leit Capetown on Qotober 20th, Johannesburg on Qctober 30th and Nairobi on
B Nsvember Ist have been delayed en ronte and are ex-pcctctl to arrive in London tomaorrow.
'g ﬂ,u uudarmanlllnurl Homeward Air Mails, are expeated to arrive in London today.
& Alr Malls from Australla-Malaya-India despatohed from Brisbane on October 23rd, Singapore on October 24th and 27th,
Banglkok and Rangoon on October 25th and 28th, and Karachi on October 27th and 30th.

Air Malils from Africa, despatohed from Capah:wn on Ootober 22nd and 25th, Johannesburg on October 23rd and
26th, and Nairobi on October 25th and 28th.

Figl.J-re 13 (from Thursday, November 7, 1935 edition)
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CairotoBasra air mails
By Bryan Stokoe

I have been collecting airmails for many years and of my earliest covers was one carried oveCiieo -
Baghdad route by the Royal Air Force desert seivid®22. However my collecting interests wererfany
years concentrated on the Imperial Airways SoutticAfservice but always the study of all Imperiaiways
activities were of consuming interest. Having dsgd of my South Africa collection my interest oo
the Middle East and naturally to the Cairo to Basevice. However | soon found that it was neagska
spread my wings a little to the Gulf States andstivéch to the south side of the Persian Gulfdteinto my
sphere of interest. This in turn carried me on &achi and the 1929 opening of the first Londorintha
service. It was during one of the many lulls wikierers of interest disappeared from ebay, whichyignain
source of material (living in the sticks and notnigetoo mobile these days) that | came across & ob@
1927 Imperial Airways timetable which has thrown sgme very interesting information. When Imperial
Airways took over the Cairo to Baghdad service exignded it to Basra, with the first flight leavi@airo on
12 January 1927, the service had a fleet of fiveHagilland DH66 airliners, which on reflection sesin
rather a large number of aircraft for a relativeffyprt and well organized air route. The five aiftongere:

City of Cairo City of Delhi City of Baghdad City &drusalem City of Teheran

The fact that the first flight from Basra to Caiomk place on 7 January suggested that aircrafblead flown

out to that end of the route first and not as wilith South Africa route when the aircraft were gentheir
allocated bases. However, the big surprise camawin detailed examination of the timetable | disced
that what | had always assumed to be a relativiedytsoute from Cairo to Basra was actually onlyt pd a
much longer service from Cairo to Karachi. The attoute was via Gaza to Rutbah Wells to Baghdad to
Basra to Bushire to Bunda Abbas to Charbar an@ ¢tatachi; a total of 2,492 miles.

The next question was why, if the airline was fty@s far as Karachi, was not the service extendddraas
Karachi in 1927 and not have to wait until 1929bt&ning a cover from Karachi carried on the fitight
from Basra prompted me to look at how the mailsnfrimdia reached Basra in order to catch the airmail
service. Thanks to information found in the booktércontinental Airmails, Volume Two, Asia and
Australasia” by Edward B. Proud, | was able to lagth that numerous ships owned by the British dndi
Steam Navigation Company ran the mail service fkarmachi to Basra and no doubt the contract stidl ha
few years to run. However it appears likely tlint Persian Government restriction of commerciah@yover

the territory did have some effect on the carriafjhe mails by Imperial Airways. Many of the shipwned

by the above company operated during the 1914-Ta#&t War, both as troop transports and hospiipksh
and several carried on to do similar work for thiditamy between the wars and during the 1939-194%. w
Several ships were lost due to enemy action but owginued on well into the 1950s. The ship wlealried

the first India Air Mail Letters to catch the
first Imperial Airways flight in January ,
1927 was theS.S. Varela(Fig. 1). This |
ship was built in 1914 and was quite small
at only 4,645 tons. She carried 32 first
class, 24 second class and 160 deck
passengers. She actually did one complete
round trip in 1914 before being
requisitioned by the British Government
and was the first British India ship to be |
called up for service. At first she was a
supply and despatch ship for the Royal
Indian Navy but on the 28 October 1914
she acted as Headquarters ship for th
Allied landings in the Persian Gulf. After
the landings she sailed for Basra where Fig. 1 - S.S. Varela on the high seas.

was converted into a hospital ship with 450 bedd served in the Persian Gulf for the Mesopotanian
Campaign. She was released from these dutie2id 4®d returned to her peacetime role. She wasualgn
sold for scrap in 1951.
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The cover illustrated in Fig. 2 was carried on fingt flight by Imperial Airways from Basra to Cairon
service W2, and was carried from Bombay by $8. Vareldo Basra and from there flown to Cairo in time
to catch the P. & ORMS Kaisar | Hindfrom Port Said to Marseille. This ship was abdueé times larger
that theS.S.Varelavith a displacement of 11,430 gross tons. Thiectnas been claimed by a well respected
collector/dealer as being unique; - —
being addressed to Canada and| | ”ﬁft’\ A“H t}\
can well believe that this is correct ) ey L

In my excitement at being able tg l AlIR M'-_ﬁ-l_ﬂ;hs: 3 -
acquire this cover | failed to checK R;_‘\‘-‘j-f:;"‘;‘j o /
my collection only to discover later, (KAL _3"..;,.1...

that | had a nearly identical cove
addressed to the United States o¢f
America. The cachet applied to th
cover (Fig. 3) was in use for the
period to 24 June 1927. It was used Mo e s Hin N
in magenta during this period c/0 r'I Naboine P BoRd.
except on 12 February 1927 when Apariment 10

was used in black by mistake ’5;‘; S MR street
Another interesting fact regarding BTN AL P

this cachet is that it was nof

replaced until 15 September 192
when the Post Office began using
the circular “BY AIR cachet” (Fig
3). Some cachets are in blac
others in blue. Fig 2. First Flight cover to Canada carried by S\&rela, Bombay to Basra.
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According to the India Study Circle, an article tie Calcutta Philatelist of December 1932 by BHJ.
Somake states that he received 120 covers durengehiod from 1 July to 8 September which shouldeha
received the magenta cachet. He sent these cawvdfe tDirector-General of Posts and Telegraphs, who
sanctioned their cancellation in violet with theclvet. So there are in effect copies of the caahehiiee
colours, | am still looking for covers bearing thlack and violet cachets.

AIR MAIL SERVICE
BASRA—CAIRO,

(KARACH! G. P. 0.)

Fig. 3 - lllustrations of the two cachets used dgrthe early period of the air mail service frondil

Services by Imperial Airways were originally foghitly but changed to weekly starting with the déyar
from Basra of service W8 on 16 April 1927. Durihg period when a cachet was not in use most ahtie
had an air mail label. There are various typestaede would have been privately printed. Collectimgse
can form an interesting little sideline, with thaghasis on little. The first official air mail lalsewere issued
in India on 16 March 1928 and were first used orviSe W57, departing from Basra on 24 March 1928.

It has not been established which aircraft convelieccover above from Basra to Cairo on Service Btdt
is recorded that it departed Basra on 21 Janudy.19Vhat we do know is that the air mail was puboard
theR.M.S. Kaisar-I-Hindthe name of this ship is a Hindi name meaning pEas of India” and is shown in
Fig. 4) at Port Said and from there it sailed te&@Britain following its usual route. From the Idarch 1928
Indian mails were accepted for despatch by air fMarseilles to London, which effected a deliveryabf
least one day earlier. There was an extra chargeasfnas for this service which only operated dythre
summer months.
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Fig. 4 - R.M.S. Kaisar-I-Hind

The period between the first cachet ceasing toseel and the new small “Air Mail” type commencingofs
interest, especially as it produced the violet ieer®f the first cachet. For me it has also produaeother
cachet on a letter with a somewhat familiar adaéressThe cachet “THE WIZARD” on the cover in fig. 5
conjures up some memories for the older colledtatd am sure that it has no connection with a \etwn
boy’s comic of pre- war years. Have any readetkisfarticle any information on this cachet?

Fig.5. The “Wizard” cover
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APPENDIX.

List of items included;

1.

Cover of the 1927 Summer Time Table, First Bditi

The basic colour of this cover is the blue shoWme striping is a scanning problem.

Cover of 1927 Summer Timetable, Second Edition.
The timetable, pages 30 and 31.

Information for Passengers on Cairo-KarachiRautes 1.
Information for Passengers on Cairo-KarachiRautes. 2.
Air Mails (Letters)

Timetable (Second Edition)

The First Flight cover addressed to Chicago,Al.S
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AIR MAILS (LETTERS).

Formighaly from Londen, chsing at 2P0, at § pm.,
alternate Thursdays—April 14, 28, etc.
Landon-Palestine

- & days
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Londen-Persia o Eeg daya
London-Indin .. = 16 day

AR FEE {additions] to ordinary pestage, express feos, enc.)

London-Palesiine H . per ot
London-Trag .. . 3d. per oz,
Londen-Peria (Morth) .. Bd. per oz
London-Fersia (West) .. 3d. per oz
London. India 6d, per oz,

Letters should bear an “AIR MAIL™ Label; fees

i

THEEEIN T TR

1 A L |

=T SV T TR THIER i

LT SR, TR R

ik

o i

BT+ 5 e 0 LRI S TR 8 S e e T el e

T,

% Roy L.
The Chig
Chicago,

1

CAIRO—KARACHI

CAIRD- GAZA—BAGHDAD—-BASRA

(seremaac Amewars Lo

[IWeeky)
Wl dep. I 400 ., Cairo .. D4y tErr,  Sun.
" | 17 G oo by | dep. =
‘Thurs, dep. | ofoo - ce [T | @rr. Sab
i nre. | FL X T Futbak AR E- T "
T - R 1 . " Lo T80 | BT "
2 arE. i4a9 .. Baghdad . op.as | dep, i
=4 dep. 434 - .- R im -
BIT. ¥ T35 .. Batea - o | dep. I

T extaprian of the rowre fromw Heaara fo Blaracin hag heen indefimitely
debqyed pending it permiinizy of ehe Perron Govenumsy for the
oyt My ooer Porilaw pervftary.

FARES
| | |
Lo g
CiaTh 7| i | g I |
| £ E
Bansinan a1 k] P | g E é
Baina [ st} u i
I & z g .
*Brsiing i 52 17 T £ E
*Rusbar ARBAS ! [ sy | 33 20 12 /A é
*CHARBAR Gy | b EE| 25 1 r
*EARACIEL | T | 88 37 -] o
-Wl-n‘nopuu.llnl.

33

Jsborpe B. Bond
Bubal
aTo layiy Hews

linois

United Gtetes of lverica. «

| 3

= =

Letter carmied on the second Inperial Airways Service sfter tking over from the Royal Air Farce Desert Service in

January 1927 The letter was posted in Karachi and the cancellztion is o top of the magenta cachet which was in use

ar that sime. The lecter was addressed 1o Chicapo ars was received there on Tith. February 1927 at 11 45 a8 shown
on the reverse of the cover canfirming armival with the Mail Clerk’s stamp. Postage 5 Anna
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UK — Australia via Karachi air mail in July 1929
By Robert Clark

The first official acceptance of air mail from thi to Australia and New Zealand via Karachi was il

IE 23 on 31st August 1929. (The first successfakeptance was IE 24 on 7th September!) The routa fro
Karachi to Australia was by surface to Colombo wehiecconnected with the UK mail ship to Austrahéail
from the UK to these countries was definitely flomnKarachi on the first flight IE1 on 30th March][ but
first flights were often treated with some latitualed so it leaves open the question: was latertmailistralia
before 31st August that was routed via the Karagtmail service actually flown?

The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked in London omldyr 5th July 1929 and is addressed to East Kew, a
suburb of Melbourne. It has routing instructionsa\Cairo, Baghdad and Karachi’ and is franked withd
which was the required air mail rate. It has a K®&tetoria receiver on 5th August. The only way thiae
cover could have arrived in Victoria by that datéf it was flown via Karachi.

vis oai fn,} — d-r-"’:
) e \\I __,________m__,_,..-r-"'—'-'-a.__.--"'-

HLT ___'___...-.--.__________...--'

Eaghﬁ{'m@l’tﬂ';ﬁira chir————
LR

S

LWe.EMartin.

Park Hill,

76;Argyle Road, 20" 2 . oy
= . ..J"‘i{- = '1‘_' »

Ezet Kew, // L

VL BOURNTE - {gm EAL S I}
\
I":"'q' *, AN i ='|_1.-|_.-f'
AUSTRATIA S-S

Fig. 1 - UK — Australia in July 1929, flown to Kantai

The weekly surface mail to Australia closed in Londait 6pm on a Thursday while the weekly air mail v
Karachi closed at 7am on the following Saturdayer€hwas therefore only a small window each weekwhe
sending mail by the Karachi service provided anyaathge. The cover in Figure 1 was posted withat th
window.

The surface mail for Australia was not sent fronmélon on the Australian mail ship, but was senty&dater
to Marseilles. According to contemporary Australiaewspapers [2], the ‘Narkunda’ left London for
Australia on 28th June while the Australian surfa@@l closed in London on 4th July and connectetth wie
‘Narkunda’ on 5th July at Marseilles. The covefFigure 1 was flown from Croydon to Karachi on IEdb
6th — 13th July [3] and that gave ample time femitail to connect at Colombo with the ‘Narkundaiethleft
there on the 21st before arriving in Fremantle (ibg of Perth) on 31st July. From Perth, the mais sent
by rail to Melbourne and that fits with the Kew estimp of Monday 5th August.

We therefore have an example of air mail for Adgtraefore the first official acceptance that wadinitely
flown via Karachi.

The air mail to Australia via Karachi does not agpm the Post Office Air Mail Schedule for Spri®gD
although it appears again in the Spring 1932 sdbddli However, a recent issue of Air Mail Newsls an

air mail cover from Britain to Australia postmarked Friday 4th December 1931 that has a ‘Karachi
Cancelled’ jusqu’a mark [5]. So again we have aangple of a cover that was definitely flown via Ketnato
Australia at a time when there was no official gtaace for the service.
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The inaugural regular air mail service from Englandto Australia, December 1934
By John Crowe

A year or two ago | was offered a mail bag labelohhwas said to have been used on the first flight
Englandto Australia which left Croydon on 8th DecembeB49 After some hesitation | decided to buy it. It
is a piece of 3 ply wood measuring 163 x 90 mm Z&maim thick. Labels have been pinned or stuck ah ea
side and are shown on the front cover of this ealiti

The top label records that it was attached to ag/iBich weighed 12.24 kg and was consigned to ¢tara
There is a manuscript instruction “to be openeldanachi” and two statements “in transit to Austal

The bottom label is printed “Athénes” and a manipsct56 added in red. A manuscript addition resord
“First Air Mail to Australia/ Removed from bag/ Brisbane Dec 1934/ Hudson Fysh.” Hudson Fysh (4895
1974) was one of the three founders of Queensladd\mrthern Territory Aerial Services Ltd. and &34
was managing director of this company and of QaRtapire Airways Ltd, its joint company with Imperia
Airways, which was formed to operate the Singap@earwin leg of the Empire route. He had every
opportunity to remove a mail bag label or get someto do it for him. The label probably remained i
Hudson Fysh’s collection for some years beforeifigdts way on to the philatelic market.

It is believed the mail for Australia left Croydem “Horatio”- and not “Hengist”- bound for Pariscamas
then carried by rail to Brindisi. From Brindisiwas carried on “Scipio” as far as Alexandria and‘Horsa”
to Karachi. From Karachi the mail was carried “Byhena” to Darwin and then by “Hippomenes” to
Brisbane.

Two questions arise:

1. Why was the label “Athénes” necessary and wihveas it added? It is the French version of
Athens but as there was no interchange of mailthers it hardly seems necessary. Could it haea be
added in Paris when the mail was put on the t@imBfindisi? | thought at one time it might b&exsion of
“Athena” which carried the mail from Karachi butdlseems unlikely.

2. What is the significance of the manuscript “4f6red?

A large amount of mail was carried on the inaugtlrght. It has been reported that 100,000 iterhsnail
and 227 kg of parcels were carried on “Hengist” dddratius” of which 66 bags weighing 679 kg were
destined for Australia. [1] | visited the BPMA teee if | could get more detailed information but,
unsurprisingly, | was unsuccessful.

Notes
1. “Kangaroo Route” by Meredith Hooper.
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A two ocean cover. Exmouth, Devon to Gulmarg, Kashmir.
July/August 1941

By John C Symons

Posted in Exmouth, Devon on
29th July 1941, this cover
reached its destination,
Gulmarg, Kashmir, India on
1st September, a transit time of
44 days. Postage paid was 5s.
0d., the correct rate for
carriage by the two oceans
route, North Atlantic and
Pacific, confirming the
superscription ‘Via America’
Equally there can be little
doubt as to the route taken.

From Brixham the cover
would have been forwarded by
rail to Bristol and on by road to
nearby Whitchurch Airport.

From there it would have bee
flown to Lisbon by KLM on
charter to BOAC. Assuming
no delay, the flight, LS 132,f
would have departed on 30t
July, arriving in Lisbon the
following day. There the
cover would have been
transferred to PAA and place
aboard PAA's FAM 18
service, Boeing 314Atlantic

Clipper, which departed for
New York on 1st August, and
arriving the following day.

From New York the cover
continued on to San Francisc
arriving on 3rd August. Which
airline c4arried it cannot be determined precisggssibilities include United Airlines and Trans \Wdor
Airlines.

From San Francisco there were three possible roaftesperated by PAA: FAM 14 terminating in either
Hong Kong or Singapore, or FAM 19 terminating inckland, New Zealand. The most likely flight was th
FAM 14 service terminating in Singapore, enablirgjract connection to be made with BOAC's serviaef
Sydney to Durban, via Calcutta. On 14th August PRAAhzac Clipperdeparted from San Francisco for
Singapore where it arrived on 20th AuguSome three days later on 22nd August BOAC's fligi5114
from Sydney to Durban departed from Singaporeyiagiin Calcutta on 23rd AugUstThere the cover was
subjected to examination by the censor and didlapart, forwarded by rail and road, for Gulmarglugth
August arriving finally on 1st September.

Gulmarg is situated to the north of Srinagar, Kashim the foothills of the Himalayas. During Warl
War Il the area was used as a training area. d@tipient, Mrs. J. G. Pocock is most probably thiewf Maj.
J. G. Pocock, a well known member of the Himala@dub. At this date he was on active service intNor
Africa in command of the Central India Horsd@.oday Gulmarg is one of India’s premier ski résor
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D.L.H. (Athens) ~ Salonika ~ Berlin service
By Peter Wingent

The first D.L.H. Salonika — Berlin service (with gns — Salonika connection by Hellenic Air
Communications Co.) was on 6 May 1932. An unusosakr | saw on Ebay recently which was intended to
be carried by the second service is illustratedveel

It was posted on 3 May 1932 and flown from Keetmaghto Kimberley by South-West African Airways to
connect with LA, service AN61, which arrived Catmschedule on 11 May. The service should hafte le
Alexandria the next day but records show it did eepart until 05.00 on Friday, 13 May and arriveitighs

at 13.35 that day. Unfortunately, the Hellenic Bwmmunications service left Athens early in themimog of
the 13th and thus the cover missed the connectidnwas sent by train to Berlin. Had it been flolyn
D.L.H. it would have received a Berlin backstampl8fMay; instead it was flown from Berlin to Hamgur
on the 17th and received the more unusual purplelideg ‘arrival by air’ cachet.

The 4/2d. franking is philatelic. The air mailgdtom S.W.A. to Germany was 1/- per ¥ 0z. andstegfion
was 4d.

- e n
P E*’fr:':'mmqsﬂnnp.‘ Dr. Bermann Hartmeyer
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Caledonia’s First Trans-Atlantic Survey Flight, July 1937

By Laurence Kimpton

In the June 2012 Gazette, Duncan Crewe wrote @leadn Imperial Airways’ first trans-Atlantic sugy
flight, operated by the Short S23 flying boat Caleid. He illustrated it with a cover flown from Hwgs to
Botwood, Newfoundland, mentioning that this coversvadditional to the 12 carried each way and sigmed
the reverse by Captain A.S. Wilcockson. The cowustrated here are examples of those signed en th
reverse by Wilcockson. The cover shown in figantl 2 was flown on the outward flight, 5-9 Julydan
missed out on receiving a Canadian stamp cancailbtbntreal; perhaps the crew were too preoccupitd
the elaborate official welcome. The cover showifign3 was flown on the return flight, 12-16 Juagd has
stamps and cancellations for all four points of.cal
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A Letter of Complaint from Abadan, Persia, January 1924
By Laurence Kimpton

A letter from Mr. H.S. Youd, a manager of the Anfflersian Oil Company at Abadan, Persia, writtehd4
to the Postmaster General, illustrates the impoetaf the mail to many ex-patriot British in the208. The
letter is in the Post Office Archives. The refinatyAbadan and the surrounding oilfields of soutstPersia
were of strategic importance to the United Kingdasnthey supplied the Royal Navy with fuel oil. Abad
was on the Shatt-al-Arab waterway, which at thiswpforms the boundary between Iraq and Iran (Bgrsi
The refinery was about 20 miles downstream fronr&as

When the letter was written in January 1924 maihfrEngland to Abadan could be sent by the RAF €airo
Baghdad service or by the newly opened Nairn Omdridail service from Haifa to Baghdad. From Baghdad
to Basra it travelled by rail and then by ferry andd to Mohammerah (modern day Khorramshahrputc
also be sent by sea, via India.

The writer of the letter was complaining about fireblems encountered with the Persian Post Office’s
handling of the mails and its high postage rateis. interesting to see that he states that they wet using
either the air or overland service between 18 Gutd®23 and 19 January 1924. He expresses thaaRersi
postage rates in annas, presumably for comparigmpoges; the Persian currency was 20 chahis makiag
kran. A faint pencil correction has been made t Bhitish postage rates quoted; both the air aratland
rates were 5%d.

Pointing out that one is a Freeman of the City ohdon would have little impact today in a letter of
complaint to Royal Mail. It had little effect in 29; the reply on behalf of the Postmaster Genbealkked Mr.
Youd for his letter and said that nothing coulddome, but that a copy of his letter would be serthe Iraq
Post Office at Baghdad. One can imagine Mr. Youwe&tion on opening the Post Office’s reply.

(A Persian Post Office had opened at Abadan by 1892&n Imperial Airways took over the RAF Cairo-
Baghdad service and extended it to Baghdad).
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ABADAN,
Persian Gulf, JANUARY Bthe 1924

Te

¥
THE POST MAGTER GEHERAL,
G.P,0, LONDON,

Dear 8ir,

I should like to bring to your notice the very mﬁ
difference ruling in the postal rates, whioh are as followst=

AIR MAIL ¢ Tk,
Tondon to AbBdBN i risacine nabBa ;

Abadan to LONAoN.......IRAY 6 BNNAS.....ss JSERSIAN IO lﬂnﬂi;'?

OVERLAND MAIL : 5
Tondon 1o AbSdaNesessssasseaide

Ahﬂ-ﬂﬁ-ﬂ tO Lﬂndi;‘ll- TEeww IIRLQ, ANnNat . v e s e llfms'm IG ._I_. l:l_ -_ ‘.:‘

BY SEA,
Iﬂl‘]doﬂ. tﬂ :'Lh&dﬂ-nua PEE li!!!iia_&d-l »
Abadan to LondoNess«sa ozm 3 mﬁaauuiop.ﬂmm 5 M—ﬁ-

I cannot understand why we are compelled by
postal autherities 2t Mohapmerah to pay such exorbitant rates
from Oetober IBth,.1923 until Jenuery IOth.I924 we have had te
Irag stamps as the Persian authorities had nothing te do with
the Air Mail or Overland Mail routes, !

From the I0th inst, onwards we shall have
for each Overland letter as we are to be governed by the
rates shown above, No doubt you are aware a Britisher & i
by the mail as that is the only link between the exile life amd
own country - of which I might add I am & Freeman of the City
London. -

I should be greatly obliged if ysu will kind
into this matter and advise me whether anything can be done
such obviously unjust charges, There is no Covernment pe
on the Island of Abadan only a distributing stetion erected
Anglo=Persian 0il Ce,, 2nd if I may be allewed to suggest, &
ment post office could be erected on the benk of the river S
Arab, in Iraq territory, opposite the Refinery, to deal with
above Company's mail and so enable the Ruropean community he
benefit by the Iraq poctage rates,

A1l gables have to be directed through Basre
-ereh is not connected, also the Persian authorities are
be careless with our letters for in IO months I have had ¥
lost, and the Parcel Mail is out of the question parcels,
do arrive taking at least THRHE MONTH3 on route.

Trusting you will be able to reetify this ma®
‘ not inconvenience yourself, ;

Yours Faithfully

ku},f%éébﬁéfﬁfﬁ;ﬂ

P.5, Kindly address me C/0 Anglo-Persian 0il Co.ltd.
ABADAN via MOHAMMERAH, PERSIA ,
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Map from Google maps. Mohammerah is modern day Khorramshahr. The
for the waterway.

Reference:

British Postal Museum & Archive, Post 33/2006.

map names Shatt-al- Arab waterway as Abu al Khasib, the Iranian name



