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Editorial

Another December edition, so | take this opportutotwish you all a very Happy Christmas, a healtlgw
Year and happy collecting in 2013.

First of all, | would like to congratulate our meentEd Wolf for publishing a new book: “The Flight the
Old Carthusian.” It has been reviewed very positivin the November “Air Mail News” and so | wilugt
repeat here that if you would like to obtain a camntact Ed a¢swolf@optusnet.com.au

A quick scan of the Contents page will reveal {hat over half the pages of this edition relatéhi® Imperial
Airways and B.O.A.C. trans-Atlantic services. lasvduring a very pleasant meeting of the BAMS North
West group, held at Sue and Duncan Crewe’s housestimmer, at which there were approximately six
members of the Gazette group, that the discussiored to trans-Atlantic services. The general ensss
was that the trans-Atlantic services had not beatufed often in previous Gazettes and that thieDber
edition should be an ‘Atlantic’ one. It has natnted out to be an entirely ‘Atlantic’ edition baiciertainly has
that bias. For those interested, the following issting of the few articles relating to Atlanservices which
have appeared in previous Gazettes:

No.16 Dec.1999 App.1,pagel Mercury 1938 flight.
No.24 Dec.2003 pages13—-16 Bermuda service.
No. 25 June 2004 pages3-—7 Bermuda service.
No.39 June 2011 pages30-31 Mercury 1938 flight.
No.41 June 2012 pages20-21 Caledonia 193%.fligh

For those of you who receive the Gazette on disiglwis all but two, no doubt you will have noticatien
you opened it that there are two extra foldersagidition to the Word and pdf versions of the maggki
These are a bonus and are there for the followdagans: the first, named “John Symons cards” aojjtiegs
of the complete set of fifty Lambert and Butleravigtte cards which John kindly sent me. | triedittthem
to pages of the Gazette in both portrait and lasmgis¢ormat but | could not manage to obtain a dagdut,
nor do it without using up a large number of pagékerefore, | decided that | would simply add theneach
disc and you can do what you like with them! Tkeand folder (named “Lady Young lost”) is an exestl
article relating to Lady Young's forced landing am$cue which is referred to in Dave Morton’s detion
Lusaka (see pages 16 & 22). The article is byrgarozation called “Our Rhodesian Heritage” and igery
full and lively account of Lady Young’'s adventuten afraid it is in Word format only. On page 22aie
wrote that the article could be obtained from meenuest, but | decided that the simplest thindadavould
be to add it to each disc. So | hope you enjogdh®mnuses.

Given the recent rise in postage costs | have dddianust raise the subscription fees for next yaaeit by
a very modest one pound. Please remember to serydun cheques arglease note the increased rate.

Finally, as per usual, | have to ask for contribug to future Gazettes. Of the twenty four membarly nine
made contributions to the two 2012 editions of negazine. Those nine | thank most heartily anthéo
others | point out the following: without contribois, the magazine will not exist. If you remain a
subscriber, you are expected to make at least # sordribution each year. | would like each edfitito
consist of forty pages but the June one was 3@tasane is 37. Of these, | wrote articles takupglO pages
in the June edition and 16 in this. | did so idesrto make the magazines a reasonable size louttlidtend

to keep doing so next year. So please just sensomething; I'm sure that everybody is able to sanigast

a single page showing an interesting cover orean @f ephemera, or something!!!

* % * x  \/ery important ~ please note the following: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you tiat $ubscription for 2013 is due. The subscriptaias are as follows:

For a disc version£4 for UK residents£6 for residents outside UK. (Cheques paysablae please)
For a paper versiof10 for UK residents£13 for residents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usingemgil address shown opposite.)

I'm afraid that yet again in this editorial | amigg to be very grumpy by saying that if | do notewe your
subscription, | shall assume that you have decigeidnho longer wish to receive the Gazette
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More “Caledonia” covers
By John Symons & Peter Wingent

Following on from the feature o@aledonia’sfirst trans-Atlantic flight in the last edition dhe Gazette
(pages 20-21), John Symons sent the cover ill@straelow. Without an arrival datestamp it cannet b
certain the cover was carried on taledoniabut never-the-less it is an unusual I.A. transAliic item.

From: Steward, Diss, Norfolk

per Imperial Airways Flying
Boat CALEDCNIA

\

BY AIR MAIL

Mr. Leo Bleyer,

€53 Tleventh Avenue,
A NEW YORK, N.Y.
— U, S.A.

Peter Wingent's cover below most certainly was oatried onCaledonia, which must have greatly
disappointed the sender who paid the considerabte &f 5 shillings, no doubt hoping that it would be
sufficient to secure trans-Atlantic carriage. Thason it can be stated with certainty that it waisflown is
because the reverse has New York arrival marksidafily and the flight took place on the 5th atid 6rhe
cover, posted at Tanga on 17 June, has a Nairckstzanp of the same day, indicating it was floner¢hby
Wilson Airways to connect with I.LA. service AN45@&hich arrived Southampton 23rd. It was then sent t
New York on the Cunard Line shigerengaria which sailed 26 June and arrived New York 2 July.
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Imperial Airways’ 1939 Trans-Atlantic Services
By Peter Wingent

I ntroduction:

The purpose of this article is to provide whatasgibly lesser-known information regarding the 1986vices
and not to repeat details of the first flights whitave already been recorded by such authors assSjtj
and Wingent [2]. By drawing on primary sourcestsas the Imperial Airways’ aircraft movement charts
documents held at the British Postal Museum andiec and reference to U.S. and Canadian Postéffic
notices, information regarding the service timegaftineraries of all eight flights and postal safeom the
countries involved will be given and in additionjtde background to the design of first flightvars.

Background:

In the summer of 1939, Imperial Airways operateskdes of eight once-weekly trans-Atlantic servicébe
official flight number prefixes were NAW_(dith Atlantic Westbound) and NAE (dtth Atlantic Eastbound).
The first westbound flight (NAW1) left Southampton 5 August 1939 and the last (NAWS8) on 23 Sepite T
services were operated alternately by two Shortf§8@ boatsCaribouandCabot

The Short S30 flying bo&ariboutaking off from Southampton on 5 August 1939, @idby
Capt. Kelly-Rogers, on the first regular westbolidd trans-Atlantic service flight to New York.

Thetimetable:

On 24 July 1939, Imperial Airways wrote to J.J. Ibégtson, Deputy-Director of Overseas Civil Aviati@.
Attached to the letter was the timetable shown loa next page which the writer, whose signature is
indecipherable, explained had been drafted in denation of flight refuelling and the necessity &moiding
night landings and take-offs. He considered thethaind flights more or less straightforward bug th
eastbound schedule was more difficult due to tlresety to ensure arrival at Botwood was suffidieaarly

to complete flight refuelling during daylight anemhrture for Foynes to be made before dark. Feseth
reasons, it was arranged to leave New York at 2G.00.T. on Wednesdays with a night stop at Montreal
Departure from Montreal would then take place $hatter dawn on Thursdays, with an arrival at Boba

in sufficient time for refuelling and departure féoynes to take place that night.

The timetable included the following information:
Sunset Montreal September 30th - 23.00 G.M.T.
Sunset Botwood September 30th - 21.24 G.M.T.
Sunset Foynes September 30th - 18.34 G.M.T.
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TIMETABLE FOR ATLANTIC SERVICES - 1939

WESTBOUND
G.M.T. L.S.T.
Hythe dep. Saturdays 13.00 14.00
Foynes arr. Saturdays 16.00 17.00
Foynes dep. Saturdays 18.00 19.00
Botwood arr. Sundays 10.00 06.30
Botwood dep. Sundays 12.00 08.30
Montreal arr. Sundays 19.00 14.00
Montreal dep. Sundays 20.00 15.00
New York  arr. Sundays 23.00 18.00
EASTBOUND
G.M.T. L.S.T.
New York  dep. Wednesdays  20.00 15.00
Montreal arr. Wednesdays 23.00 18.00
Montreal dep. Thursdays 11.00 06.00
Botwood arr. Thursdays 17.30 14.00
Botwood dep. Thursday 20.30 17.00
Foynes arr. Fridays 09.00 10.00
Foynes dep. Fridays 11.00 12.00
Hythe arr. Fridays 14.00 15.00

Theflights:

In the following record of services, the flight ammation is taken from aircraft movement charts g{cept
where indicated otherwise.

The weights of mail carried have been obtained faoninternal British G.P.O. memo [5]. Columns & 8
in these tables are a breakdown of mail despatitbedor to the U.K. Thus column 9 (the total oKUmail)
is the sum of columns 6, 7 and 8. Column 10 gthesweight of transit mail through the U.K. Thersof
the figures in columns 9 and 10 will provide th&ataveight of mails carried on each flight. Theuiigs serve
to indicate the comparative scarcity of coversrtd fitom termini, points of call and onward dedtioas.

All times given are G.M.T. (as given on the movetrgrarts). As the services were operated in thenger,
B.S.T. applied in U.K. and Ireland.

B.S.T. = G.M.T. plus 1 hour.

Local time at Botwood = G.M.T. minus 3% hours.

Local time at Montreal and New York = G.M.T. miru$ours.

To save space, arrival and departure times and dietee been grouped. The following example may aid
interpretation:

In service NAE 7, the entry for Montreal is — atepp. 22.30/11.06 20/21 Sept. This should bd &es:

Arr.  22.30 20 Sept.
Dep. 11.06 21 Sept.
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SERVICE NO. NAW 1 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Soton. dep. 1814__{ 0OAYS | Newtnind. | Canada | USA. & | weightof | transit
. FoyneS arr./dep. 15.05/18.03 05 AUg (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) UK. mails via
Caribou  [Botwood arr./dep. [ 13.30/1550 | 06 Aug. mails (Ib.) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. |22.10/23.07| 06 Aug. 30 226 574 830 132
New York arr. 01.48 07 Aug.
SERVICE NO. NAE 1 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
Mow York | dep. | 2088 1 D9AG. | \eufing. | Canada | U.SA & | weightof | transit
. Montreal arr./dep. 22.26/11.36 | 09/10 AUg (|b) (|b) beyond (|b) mails to mails via
Caribou  [Botwood arr./dep. | 16.35/21.32 | 10 Aug. UK. (Ib.) | UK. (b)
Foynes arr/dep. |[09.22/11.27 | 11 Aug. 32 378 244 654 69
So'ton. arr. 13.35 11 Aug.
SERVICE NO. NAW 2 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Saton. dep. 12.55 12A49. | Newfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transit
Foynes arr/dep. | 15.37/17.34| 12 Aug. (Ib.) (Ib.) beyond (b)| UK. mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr/dep. [10.08/11.54| 13 Aug. mails (Ib.) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. |18.45/19.55| 13 Aug. 5 53 273 331 86
New York arr. 22.25 13 Aug.
SERVICE NO. NAE 2 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
New York dep. 20.00 16AU9. | Nowfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transit
Montreal arr./dep. ?/10.52 16/17 AUg (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) mails to mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr.Jdep. | 2/20.05 17 Aug. UK. (b) | UK. (b.)
Foynes arr./dep. |08.00/09.37 | 18 Aug. 8 123 256 387 49
So'ton. arr. 12.01 18 Aug.
Times shown in italics in service NAW 2 were obtained from “Southern Daily Echo” report of 14 August 1939.
SERVICE NO. NAW 3 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
So'ton. dep. ? 19AU9 | Newfnind. | Canada | U.SA & | weightof | transit
_ Foynes arr./dep. | 15.16/17.42 | 19 Aug. (Ib.) (Ib.) beyond (b)| UK. mails via
Caribou  [Botwood ar./dep. [ 09.00/11.45 [ 20 Aug. mails (Ib.) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. |17.45118.46 | 20 Aug. 7 71 317 395 98
New York arr. 21.25 20 Aug.
SERVICE NO. NAE 3 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
New York dep. 20.00 28AUG. | Newfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transit
. Montreal arr./dep. 22.42/11.02 | 23/24 AUg (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) mails to mails via
Caribou  |Botwood arr./dep. [ 16.31/20.20 | 24 Aug. UK. (b) | UK. (Ib)
Foynes arr./dep. |10.30/12.22 | 25 Aug. 5 144 242 391 47
So'ton. arr. 15.06 25 Aug.
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SERVICE NO. NAW 4 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Saton. dep. 12.25 26AYG: | Newfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transit
Foynes arr./dep. 15.14/19.05 26 AUg (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) UK. mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr./dep. | 08.42/1058 | 27 Aug. mails (Ib.) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. 16.29/? 27 Aug. 6 78 351 435 130
New York arr. 19.45 27 Aug.
SERVICE NO. NAE 4 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
Mow Yok | dep. | 2000 1 SOAU: I \eyfind. | Canada | U.SA. & | weightof | transit
Montreal arr./dep. 22.32/10.58 | 30/31 AUg (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) mails to mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr./dep. | 16.35(19.04 | 31 Aug. UK. (b) | UK. (b.)
Foynes arr./dep. |07.13/09.11] 01 Sept. 5 170 689 864 31
So'ton. arr. 11.33 01 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAW 5 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Poole dep. 12.30 03Sept | Newfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transit
. Foynes arr./dep. ?? 03 Sept (lb) (lb) beyond (lb) UK. mails via
Caribou  |Botwood arr. 12.40 04 Sept. mails (b)) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. 2/? 04 Sept. 3 76 302 381 70
New York arr. 20? 04 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAE 5 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
New York | _dep. P | D058t | Newfning. | Canada | USA& | weightof | transit
. Montreal arr./dep. ?/11.06 06/07 Sept (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) mails to mails via
Caribou  |Botwood arr./dep. | 15.59/19.36 | 07 Sept. UK. (b) | UK. (Ib)
Foynes arr./dep. 0?7 08 Sept. 5 154 288 447 16
Poole arr. 11.15 08 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAW 6 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Poole dep. 11.20 09Sepl. | Newfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transit
Foynes arr./dep. 15.06/17 .45 09 Sept (|b) (lb) beyond (lb) UK. mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr./dep. | 10097 | 10 Sept. mails (Ib.) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. ?1? 10 Sept. 2 48 224 274 5
New York arr. ? 10 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAE 6 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
New York | _dep. d 13580 Newfnind. | Canada | USA & | weightof | transi
Montreal arr./dep. ?/? 13/14 Sept (lb) (lb) beyond (lb) mails to mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr/dep. | 211535 | 14 Sept. UK. (b) | UK. (b.)
Foynes arr./dep. 1? 15 Sept. 4 171 273 448 20
Poole arr. 14.54 15 Sept.
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SERVICE NO. NAW 7 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Poole dep. 1025 | 1650t | Newfnind. | Canada | USA.& | weightof | transit
. Foynes arr./dep. ?/13.55 16 Sept (lb) (lb) beyond (lb) UK. mails via
Caribou  |Botwood arr./dep. 08.59/? 17 Sept. mails (b)) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. |17.53/18.52| 17 Sept. 2 32 216 250 3
New York arr. 20.32 17 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAE 7 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
New York dep. 20.05 20 Sept. Newfind. | Canada | USA. & | weightof transit
) Montreal arr./dep. | 22.30/11.06 | 20/21 Sept. (Ib.) (b)  |beyond (Ib)| mailsto | mails via
Caribou  [Botwood arr./dep. 2? 21 Sept. UK. (b) | UK. (b.)
Foynes arr./dep. |07.55/12.45| 22 Sept. 8 236 339 583 45
Poole arr. 15.10 22 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAW 8 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of U.K. mails carried to: Total Additional
Poole dep. 1200|2356 | Newfnind. | Canada | USA.& | weightof | transit
FoyneS al‘l‘./dep. ?/14.20 23 Sept (lb) (lb) beyond (lb) UK. mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr./dep. |08.03/11.20 | 24 Sept. mails (Ib.) | UK. (Ib.)
Montreal arr./dep. |18.32/19.37 | 24 Sept. 4 78 398 480 2
New York arr. ? 24 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAE 8 1939
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails to U.K. carried from Total Additional
New York | _dep. P B850l | \oyfuing. | Canada | USA.& | weightof | transi
Montreal arr./dep. ?M11.25 | 28/29 Sept. (Ib.) (Ib.) beyond (Ib)| mailsto | mails via
Cabot  [Botwood arr./dep. 2?2 29 Sept. UK. (b) | UK. (b.)
Foynes arr./dep. ?20? 30 Sept. 28 261 395 684 54
Poole arr. 16.15 30 Sept.
Postage rates:

1) Rates from Britain

The following notes and rates are reproduced frodnadt of a notice for publication as a supplemiena
British P.O. Circular [6].

“After the despatch by the United States trans#itaair service via Marseilles on Saturday, tha29uly,
the arrangements in connection with the North AttaAir Mail Service will be as follows:

There will be two direct trans-Atlantic air mailrseces each week, i.e. the existing United States’ice on
the route Southampton — Botwood — Shediac — NeWw &t a British service on the route Southampton —
Botwood — Montreal — New York. Correspondencegixthat for the Azores) will no longer be despatth
by the United States’ trans-Atlantic air servica Marseilles.

Correspondence intended for transmission by thasBror United States’ trans-Atlantic air servicesist be
prepaid at the rates shown below. A blue air nelilel must be affixed to the top left hand cornkethe
envelope which also should be inscribed “North Afi@Air Service’
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Letters per
Destination half ounce Postcards
S. d. S. d.
United states of America; Canada; Newfoundland 1 3 7
Azores 6 3
Bahamas 1 8 10
Barbados 2 3 1 1
Bermuda; Cuba; Jamaica 1 9 10
Bolivia; Brazil; Chile 3 6 1 7
British Guiana; Colombia; Dutch Guiana; Dutch West Indies; 9 9 1 4
Ecuador; French Guiana; Peru; Venezuela
British Honduras; Costa Rica; Dominican Republic; El
Salvador; Guatemala; Haiti; Honduras Republic; Leeward 9 0 1 0
Islands (Antigua); Mexico; Nicaragua; Panama; Porto Rico;
Trinidad
Sandwich Islands 2 6 1 2

“The rates for the Azores cover air transmissiorthie Azores; the rates for the other destinatiomsec air
transmission to North America and thence by anylai@ air mail service to destination.

The correspondence will be despatched by eitheBthish or the United States service, whichevéersfthe
earliest outlet, except in the case of that forAlzeres which will be forwarded via Marseilles.”

Although undated, | am sure this draft was preparegarly August, at which time P.A.A. were opengtiwo

trans-Atlantic services per week: one from Southampia the ‘northern route’ and one from Marsailiéa

the ‘southern route,” which included a call at tkeores. Hence the earlier statement that mail fBytain,

except for the Azores, would no longer be despaleieethe service from Marseilles. (This situatdranged
on 6 September from when the P.A.A. ‘southern’ isenflew from Lisbon and the ‘northern’ service rfro
Foynes and calls at Southampton ceased due taitbeeak of WWII).

2) Rates from Canada

The Weekly Bulletin for 22 July and the Monthly $lgment for August 1939, published by the Canadian
Post Office [7], contained the following announceme

“Trans-Atlantic Air Mail Service — Northern Route Imperial Airways Limited:- A regular weekly trans
Atlantic air mail service from Montreal to the Ueit Kingdom, via Newfoundland and Eire, to be penixl
by the Imperial Airways Limited will commence eanAugust next.

The air mail rate including postage from Canadadesstinations in the United Kingdom and Eire and in
Europe is 30c. per half ounce or fraction. Thigeravill also include conveyance over Canadian dadimesr
routes when necessary, as well as to places irethpire beyond England served by the British Empire
Mail Scheme.

The air mail rate from Canada to Newfoundland foneeyance by trans-Atlantic planes will be 10c. lpef
ounce or fraction, prepaid with Canadian postageagps.

Such air mail should be endorsed ‘Via trans-Atlaiir Mail.™

Rates to non-Empire countries are not includechenannouncement above and thus are not known to the
writer. In September 1939 it was announced thatail matter to “Empire Countries” which had beeid

for transmission by trans-Atlantic flights at 30nte per half ounce, would be sent on from the UbKair
without additional charge. In addition, the 30 tseper half ounce rate continued to apply to Eusape
destinations. However, mail via the trans-Atlargarvice to places in Africa and Asia not servedttwy
EAMS were to be charged 55 cents per half oundgs fEe includedfees for all available services.”
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3) Rates from the United States of America

Rates from the U.S.A. were published in a Supplértethe August 1939 edition of the U.S. Postaldgui
[8]. The Guide published a table of air mail fdes letters sent by steamship to Europe, then osiwar
conveyance by air to destinations. The ratesHerttans-Atlantic service were covered in a notalirg,
“The rate for through service from points in comitial United States via the trans-Atlantic air rewand
onward air despatch from Europe, shall be 30 cemas half ounce plus the fee for onward despatcimfro
Europe to the respective countries.in the following table, in the interest of prdirig as much information
as possible, both the rates by air from Europe anty the trans-Atlantic rates are given but it nagshoted
that in the case of the by air from Europe ratesdidinary surface postage had to be adudtbreas the
trans-Atlantic rate was inclusive of ordinary poga

Trans-Atlantic By air from Trans-Atlantic By air from

Destination air mail fee Europe only air Destination air mail fee Europe only air
per %2 0z. mail fee per %2 oz. per %2 0z. mail fee per %2 oz.
Algeria 33c. 3c. French Guinea 50c. 20c.
Libya 33c. 3c. French Sudan 50c. 20c.
Morocco 33c. 3c. Gold Coast 50c. 20c.
Tunisia 33c 3c. Italian Somaliland 50c. 20c.
Egypt 36¢. 6e. Ivory Coast 50c. 20c.
Sudan 40c. 10c. Liberia 50c. 20c.
Dahomey 45¢. 15¢. N. Rhodesia 50c. 20c.
Kenya 45c¢. 15¢. Nyasaland 50c. 20c.
Mauritania 45¢. 15¢. P.EA. 50c. 20c.
Niger 45c. 15c. S. Rhodesia 50c. 20c.
Nigeria 45c¢. 15¢. Gambia 55¢. 25¢C.
Senegal 45c. 15c¢. Portgse. Guinea 55¢. 25¢.
Tanganyika 45c¢. 15¢. S.W. Africa 58¢. 25¢C.
Togoland 45¢. 15¢. South Africa 55¢. 25¢C.
Uganda 45¢. 15¢. Angola 60c. 30c.
Zanzibar 45c. 15¢. Fr. Somaliland 60c. 30c.
Belgian Congo 50c. 20c. Madagascar 60c. 30c.
Camerouns 50c. 20c. Mauritius 60c. 30c.
Eritrea 50c. 20c. Reunion 60c. 30c.
Ethiopia 50c. 20c. Sierra Leone 60c. 30c.
Fre_nch Equatorial 50c. 20c. USSR in Asia 45¢. 15c¢.
Africa

The following notice was included in the Septent@39 U.S. Postal Guide Supplement:

“A considerable number of air mail articles for gedch by the trans-Atlantic air route and destirfed
countries beyond Europe (Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Pahestetc.) are being received at New York with @0y
cents per half ounce postage paid.

Mailing post offices should instruct patrons thiag¢ tpostage on articles to be carried via the trétlsntic air
route to destinations in countries beyond Europ8&QUscents per half ounce in addition to the air Infae
prescribed for air service from Europe to destinati The air mail postage for destinations in anyrary in
Europe is 30 cents per half ounce.”

The October 1939 U.S. Postal Guide announced tratimperial Airways’ trans-Atlantic service was
discontinued for the season after the flights whieth England on Sunday, 24 Sept. and New York on
Wednesday 27 September. The Canadian PO. Octaolpptethent announced the I.A. weekly experimental
trans-Atlantic service terminated with the depasufrom Southampton and New York of the 23rd artth 27
of September respectively.

Interestingly, the U.S. date of 24th is incorreutl he Canadian date of 23rd is correct. Howeherdate of
departure from New York of 27 Sept., given in b8tipplements is incorrect! The P.Os. must have tised
timetabled date of departure but the I.A. aircnafivement chart shows that departure from New Yak an
the 28th: one day late due to bad weather.
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Souvenir envelopes:

Two totally different envelopes were printed andtdbuted. The first, shown in Fig. 1, was desdytg
Edward McKnight Kauffer (1890 — 1954) who was apiyia designer and poster artist. His design fealtur
only the British and U.S. flags and the exclusibamy reference to Canada, Newfoundland and Efendéd
the authorities of the latter three countries drairtobjections caused the envelopes to be withdia@va very
late stage.

Imperial Airways then turned to Theyre Lee-Ellii903 — 1988) who was a designer from whom they had
commissioned work many times during the 1930s ptéeuced the design shown in Fig. 2.

My thanks go to John Symons for sending scans efctvers, which are from his collection. Both sisti
included their initials in the designs and theseehlaeen arrowed by me. The McKnight Kauffer cowas
flown from Montreal by the second eastbound ser(ho&E?2).

Figure 1

\
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The red arrow points

r gwt)
to the initials of the

des|gner “McKK". mﬂnuunmmmnmmns

The Lee-Elliott cover may not have been flown &t dbhn says he has looked through contemporsisy dif
covers for sale in Phillips’ “Air Mail News” andals not found any for the Southampton — Foynes leg.
Similarly, | have looked through a J. Stephenrigtand found nothing. In addition, the G.P.O. maaights
shown on page 5, do not include Foynes as a déstinaAlthough not conclusive, the existing eviden
indicates the cover was not flown to Foynes.

Figure 2 s
BY AIR MAIL

The red arrow points
to the initials of the
designer: “L-E”
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Duncan Crewe kindly sent me the scan
shown right from a page of “The Aero
Field,” Aug. — Sept. 1939 edition, in
which  Francis J. Field clearly
expresses his displeasure with a
number of aspects relating to souvenir
envelopes prepared for and sent via the
first Imperial Airways’ trans-Atlantic
services.
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Imperial Airways issued a commemorative envelope
which was sold at the exhorbitant charge of Jid, cach, with no
reduction for gquantitics or dealers” discount. They were on
sale at London, Montreal and New York, but the release date
wis 50 late that many dealers were seriously wconvenienced,
We wnderstand that the frst desigm to be prepared
scrapped at the eleventh hour because the design did ni
recognise the part played in the service by Fovnes, Botwoiul
and Monitreal. No arrangements appear to have been made
to make the souvenir covers avatlable in Newloundband sand
owing to the late release, the only method of getting supplics

there in time to be despatched by the first service was Lo

Wils

consign them by air via the American gervice al 1/3 per half
ounce| It will be intercsting to see how many were prepared
to make this sacrifice, for a5 no cachel was applicd m New-
tonmidland, ordinary covers are st T IS E TR RNt

No cacher was applied to Dritish or
hat Canada agam prepeeced three cachets,
Mustrated.  As we [ress, COVEers
turn eht bave just arcived, hut the outward despatches are
not vel 1o hand. - We are therefore uncertain as to whether 2
cachet was applied 1o Eire despatches, but if this was so i
will be illustrated next month {(together with the other
Canadian varicty ) when we shall also summarise all the flown
cover varieties. From a cover carried on the round Hight, it
appears that mail was backstamped at New York so there will
be proof of Night on this cceasion.

Ameriean despaiches,
fwir of wihich are
from the Rrst re

iliige |

Simms, Phillip, E.Adventurous Empiregirlife, 2000. pp. 145 — 158.
Wingent, Petedmperial Airways’ Empire Flying Boat Servicesythor, 1997. pp. 148 — 159.
British Postal Museum & Archive, Post 121/38rans-Atlantic air mail service: proposals for and

British Airways Archive, Heathrow, London. parial Airways’ aircraft movement charts.
British Postal Museum & Archive, Post 121/382.

Canadian Post Office: 1925 — Dec. 19424W Publications, 2000. pp. 3740.
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Groten & Harris)nternational Air Mails,The Printer’s Stone, pub. date unknown. p. 201.




December 2012 (Issue 42) ImperiaivAys Gazette

First trans-Atlantic air serviceto the Arctic
By John C. Symons

At 14:14hrs. BST on 5th August 1939 Imperial Ainga$23 Empire C class flying boat G-AF@aribou
lifted off from the calm surface of Southampton ¥fadn its inaugural trans-Atlantic flight to New o via
Foynes in Eire, Botwood in Newfoundland and Mortredhere were no passengers, her payload being
mainly mail, much of which was philatelic, collecdoseeking a record of this auspicious first fligiyt a
scheduled British aircraft across the North AtlantiThere were some 25,000 covers specially pribied
Imperial Airways, and many more unofficial coversepared by dealers and individual collectors, plus
commercial mail. But one cover was exceptionahof unique. It was posted in Banbury on 4th Augast
was charged 1s 6d: 1s 3d postage and 3d. registifet, probably philatelic in intent given the ersément:

By Imperial Airways Ltd
First Trans—Atlantic Air Service

The writer was also very concerned with the roytadging:

Via Southampton — Montreal
Edmonton — Aklavik

;g'-vf Tvams » Az
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Figure 1: Banbury to Fort Ross.

It was that final name, coupled with the address Would surely have set this cover apart fromrémaainder
of the mail carried. The probability of another epaddressed to the remote Hudson Bay Companyf®siut
at Fort Ross, some 380 miles north of the Arcticl€iin Northern Canada being carried on that fliglust
be as remote as the address itself (Figure 1)s aticle traces the history of this cover fromdeparture
from Banbury, Oxfordshire to its return to Britafor as can be seen it was NOT CALLED FOR.

There were two cancellations applied to the covetha point of departure, the acknowledgement ef th
payment of the registration fee, and the despatsknark, the latter figuring on both the obverse mverse
of the cover (Figure 2). From Banbury the cover lddave been forwarded by rail to London, thengatld
have again been sorted, and sent to Southamptbrtheitrest of the trans-Atlantic mail, again by.rai

After a brief stop in Foyne€ariboutook off at 19:00hrs. BST and following in—fligrefuelling, set course
for Botwood, which was reached at 11:00hrs. Newdtaumd Standard Time on 6th August. Again following
a brief stop, the aircraft departed for Montreal 3t20hrs local, arriving at 07:08hrs. Eastern Gsad Time
(EST), and in accordance with the manuscript isitvn, the cover was offloaded and placed intocdue of
the Canadian postal authorities, who applied tesit cancellation illustrated in figure 3.
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From Montreal the cover was flown to Lethbridgebéita. It was carried by Trans—Canada Air LineSAY

on their daily Montreal to Vancouver service deaigd Trip No.1. It departed from St. Hubert aitpatr
21:15hrs. EST on 6th August, scheduled to arrivéedhbridge the following day at 08:55hrs Mountain
Standard Time (MST) the following day, and fromrthevas forwarded to Edmonton, via Calgary, on TCA's
daily feeder service Trip No. 7. This departe@ldhe same morning at 09:15hrs. MST, scheduledriee
some two hours later at 11:25hrs. MST on 7th Aufust Edmonton the cover received a second transit
cancellation (Figure 4), while it awaited the netdge of its carriage to the north. It is at {fdint the route
taken becomes more and more difficult to determifidhe next postal marking to be applied is an alriv
cancellation at Aklavik, dated 18th August. Aklais located on the Arctic coast at the mouth af th
Mackenzie River in Canada’s North West Territofjfhe most likely route taken was via Fort McMurray t
where Canadian Airways Ltd. operated a weekly serpvilight 2—A, departing on a Wednesday. Therefor
the cover would have left Edmonton on 9th Augustivmg at Fort McMurray the same day.
Chronologically, the next cancellation is that metieg the cover’s arrival at Aklavik (Figure 5), igh is
dated 18th August. In 1931 the first mail deliesrivere made to the settlements along the Mack&izex
terminating at Aklavik by W.R. ‘Wop’ May’s comparyommercial Airlines. Towards the end of the decade
the contract was taken over by Canadian Airways Litbwever, there is no readily available evidetwe
confirm that Canadian Airways carried this coveiAtdavik. The only readily accessible timetableatt of
May 1937, shows no service that fits with the dateshe Edmonton and Aklavik postmarks. Of course a
timetable contemporary with the cover could easigtradict this conclusio.he other possibilities are that

it travelled up the Mackenzie River, or it was flolwy an ad hoc charter or supply flight.

The cover remained for some time at Aklavik, builayly December it was decided it could not beveedd,
and should be returned to the sender, whereupomtbiemational NOT CALLED FOR and instructional
RETURNED TO cachets were probably applied. Howglefore proceeding to describe the cover’s return
to England it is appropriate to ascertain why ttveet could not be delivered. Its final destinatibort Ross,
was a Hudson Bay Company’s trading post situate&dirBiles north of the Arctic Circle on the southteas
corner of Somerset Island, and not Boothia Perdnasl per the address on the cover. Additionallwais
some 1,000 miles from Aklavik. The post was eshbld in 1937, but due to the difficulties expecieth
with resupply it was evacuated in 1948. For adnaisve purposes Fort Ross was designated patteof t
western region of the Hudson Bay Company’s openati@nd supported from the company’s offices in
Aklavik. It was from there the annual supply shapschooner also nameklavik would depart. An exact
departure date is not known, but arrival at ForsfRwas usually planned for early September, aey &td
the post would be cut off by the arrival of the-pack, preventing th&klavik from reaching her destination.
An indication of the departure can be gleaned fthenother supply vessel, the RNN&ascopie which served
the eastern half of the Company’s outposts. In I9®6sailed from Montreal on 14th July; it wouldrdfore
seem reasonable to conclude Midavik departed on and around the same finfut simply, the cover missed
its connection. It is ironic that one of the pagges on theAklavik was William Gibson, the cover's
addressee, who was on his way to Fort Ross toujakeenew appointment as post mandéger.

Exactly when the cover commenced its return joutisayot known, but was most probably early December
for by 12th December it had arrived back in Edmantmonfirmed by the transit cancellation illustchte
figure 6. The normal procedure for the return afoxer to the sender was for it to be carried by ash
overland as appropriate. In this instance it whkslyi the cover would have been flown to Fort MchMuyrr
given the difficulty in overland travel, before bgicarried forward by rail to Edmonton. From Edtaeonthe
cover continued its carriage across Canada, agriairMontreal on 13th December, confirmed by theigda
cancellation illustrated in figure 7. This verydistinct cancellation has been identified as regdin
MONTREAL B & F MAIL/18/ DEC 13/ 39, where B & F ian abbreviation for British & Foreigh.By this
time of year Montreal would be inaccessible to ttems-Atlantic liners, and the cover would haverbee
forwarded to Halifax, Nova Scotia, the winter temalifor the liners, being placed aboard one ofGheadian
Pacific Steamship Company’s liners destined fois@dav, Liverpool and Southampton. At which port the

! Bjorn Larsson and David Zekria, Airline Timetable Images, Trans—Canada Air Lines timetable, 1st January 1940.
<http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/complete/tc40/tc40-2.jpg> (17 Mar 2011)

2 Bjorn Larsson and David Zekria, Airline Timetable Images, Canadian Airways timetable, May 1937.
<http://www.timetableimages.com/ttimages/complete/caw37/caw37-3.jpg> (17 Mar 2011)

¥ COCKBURN R H, ‘Prentice G. Downes's Eastern Arctic Journal, 1936', Arctic, Vol. 36, No. 3 (September 1983) pps. 232—-250
* Gibson, William “Paddy”, Record of Service, Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, Winnipeg.
® email communication Denny May, 17th March 2011.
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cover was offloaded is, of course, not known, wowhat extent the route would have been modifiedp¥

the date of sailing Europe was at war, followingri@any’s invasion of Poland, and Great Britain’s and
France’s declaration of war on 4th September 1B@&@ardless of the port at which the cover was affém,

it was forwarded to Northampton, arriving there @rth December, and no doubt delivered that or the
following day (Figure 8).

Thus ended the carriage of a cover destined faadinty post deep in the Arctic regions, which f@ite reach
its destination having “missed the boat” for thaas, only to be returned to an address in Northampd5
days after it had been posted in Banbury, andcmuatry which was at war with its European neighibou
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Inclusion of Lusaka on the Imperial AirwaysLondon - Cape Town servicein 1935.
By Dave Morton and Peter Wingent

I ntroduction:

When Imperial Airways extended their East Africaervice to Cape Town in December 1931 the route
through Northern Rhodesia went via Mbeya and Brdki#irand it did not include Lusaka or Livingstortee
latter at that time, was the capital of the teryito

On 5th May 1934 an experimental flight from Bulaway Ndola, via Livingstone and Broken Hill, was
undertaken by Capt. Miles B. Bowker [1]. A smallamt of unofficial mail was carried by favour art
return flight was on 8th May. None of the letteesged through the post although some were inscebed
having been carried by the plane and autographehlebpilot. Others had stamps affixed and postdddaia
(Fig. 1) and also from the other points of callreate. Only one experimental flight was made andagular
service ensued. This flight by R.AIN.A. may wellveabeen made to test the feasibility of including
Livingstone in future routing plans which were pably aborted, due to the pending transfer of thmtabof
Northern Rhodesia to Lusaka in 1935. [2]
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Fig. 1 — D.G. Morton collection
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Fig. 1a - Reverse of cover posted at Ndola andesidry Capt. Bowker
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Opening of Lusaka Airport:

Lady Young, wife of Sir Hubert Young, Governor obifthern Rhodesia, formally opened the new airport a
Lusaka on 30th May, 1935, during a week of celématheld in honour of the transfer of the capitam
Livingstone on the 28th. An article ifhe Aeropland3] recorded that Mis Excellency the Governor was
prevented from being present as he had to fly @oGbpper Belt to investigate native labour disturtes”
and in her acknowledgement speech Lady Young cornedeth don’'t know whether you realise that you are
standing on the windiest aerodrome in Afric&he went on to say that.:one of our main Imperial air
routes has begun to make Lusaka a port of @t “... when it is finished (Lusaka will have) the mgstax
date terminal building south of Cairo”

Sir James McDonald, the representative of the Beistees, who had most generously provided thesfémd
the aerodrome and the terminal building, presebsesty Young with a silver model of her (recently stiad)
Gypsy Moth aeroplane — sém early Rhodesian Air Cradtelow.

As mentioned above, the airport still appearedaanbthe process of being completed when the finails
from London were flown to Lusaka on 8th May, 193§. [Stern also mentioned thalmperial Airways
‘dropped’ a bag of mails at Lusaka on May 18th #éimd was conveyed on the service which opened batwe
Lusaka and Bulawayo on 19th

Opening of Lusaka Airport 1935
Acknowledgements to Mitch Stirling — co-authorTdfey Served Africa with Wings [8]

Competitions and flying demonstrations were heldirduthe opening of the aerodrome. The two RAF
Vickers Valencias from 216 Squadron, based in Eigt] Nairobi, which attended the opening ceremang,
featured in the photograph above. Five Wapitis ftbenSouth African Air Force were also present.

An early Rhodesian Air Crash: [5]

Lady Young was in fact a pilot in her own right and 28th February, 1935, accompaniedg
by the Senior Government Medical Officer, Dr T. R. Kerby, she took off from
Livingstone in her own Gypsy Moth to join her hustan Lusaka where he was attendin
to the transfer of the capital of Northern Rhoddsien Livingstone. When she did no
arrive at the scheduled ETA, a search party wamted, including a Puss Moth of theg#ss
Katanga Aero Club in Elisabethville and an ImpeAaivays Atalanta. It was not until 4th
March that it was determined that she had madecaddanding at a native village, closgé
to the Kariba Gorge in the Gokwe Tribal Trust Lammdthe Southern Rhodesia side of t
river. Although the aircraft was badly damagedytbeth survived but only found help
four days later after she walked about 70 milegoohfrom the crash site (Fig.8).
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Lady Young's crash site - 28 February, 1935

First Lusaka Air Mailsfrom England:

In a letter from Francis J. Field dated 14th JA935 (Fig. 3), he recorded that of the fifty piecéamail
carried by Imperial Airways on the first Air Mailedpatch from London to Lusaka, only ten items wdre
philatelic interest — the others being of an ‘a#fitnature. These would have been carried on serfiS238
which left Croydon on 8th May, 1935, arriving atdaka on 15th.

Baldwin mentioned on two occasions [6 & 7] that beth May, 1935 the Ifperial Airways mail from
London firstdropped at Lusakd. Our understanding is that as the landing grouad still under construction
when AS 238 arrived, the pilot circled and hadriel bag thrown out to the waiting ground staff eT¢over

in Fig. 2 was back stamped Lusaka 15MAY35 and ie of six to twelve recorded (see comments in

conclusion).

\ /2

BY AIR MAIL
Firat direct Air

Mail dispatch
London=Lusaln.

D, H. Handower, Esqg.,

Fig. 2 — Cancelled at the WILTON ROAD HUDSONS PLA®Et Office
(Terry Hare-Walker collection)
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FRAECIEI J. FIELD, SUTTON COLDFIELD.
AR MAIL CONSULTAMT Nr. BIRMINGHAM.
LICEHNSED VALUER ENGLAND. 4
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Dear Sir,

I have pleasure in giving you
the opportunity to see a recent Imperial
Airways first {light cover which is of
exceptional rarity ag the total mail was
about 50 pieces, of which about 40 were
official postal documents, etc ., and
canriot become available to collectors.

It was 1lown té Lusake by the
firet halt at that town during the
inauguration ceremonies by wnich it was
elevated to be the capital of Horthern
Rhodesia. The cover is also interesting
in that it was deepatched on the first
day of issue of the Jublilee stampe.

Yours faithfully,

h%ﬁ@

Fig. 3

First Lusaka Air Mailsfrom Southern Rhodesia;

The first direct air mail from Southern Rhodesid_tsaka was flown by service AN238ndromeda)which
departed Johannesburg 06:00 on 18th May and aratvBdoken Hill the same day at 17:35. The covd¥ign

4 was posted at Bulawayo on Friday 17th and wag lbatkstamped at Lusaka on Monday 19th. This flight
via Salisbury, is understood to have called at kasn route on Saturday 18th but, as the coveigirdRwas
only back stamped at Lusaka on Monday 19th, as theréirst southbound mails from England, it is gibke
that these mails were in fact taken on to Brokdhatid returned by road the next day. Very few eevieom
Southern Rhodesia have been recorded.

Once the aerodrome at Lusaka had become fully ifuradt after its opening on 30th May 1935, Imperial
Airways services in both directions called at Lusaind Broken Hill. Although ‘official’ 1936 timetéds
issued to the public made no mention of a stopuabka after departing Broken Hill, both the 193swer
and winter internal Imperial Airways’ timetableseally indicate that a call was made at Lusaka dsase
Broken Hill. Of course, calls at Salisbury and &uayo still continued.
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S5.FHODESIA & LUSAKA.
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I. H. C. Godfrey Eaq.,
¢/o G. Lipschild Esg.,
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LUSAKA.

N. Rhodesia.
Fig. 4 — D.G. Morton collection
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Fig. 4a — D.G. Morton collection

First Lusaka Air Mailsfrom Umtali and Beira:

When R.A.N.A’s feeder service from Beira was essdigld on 3rd August 1935, mails from Beira to Lasak
connected at Salisbury with 1A service AN261. Altlgh the actual number of Lusaka covers carried is
unknown, it is believed that there were probablymare than 15 in total (Fig. 5).

Covers from Umtali are equally scarce and the eXainpFig. 6 (ex the Keith Hanman collection) wastpof
the same despatch as the Beira cover shown irbFig.

First Lusaka Air Mailsto Umtali:

The first southbound covers from Lusaka which waderessed to Umtali, connected at Lusaka with 1A
service AS382 on Friday 2nd August 1935 and comkeat Salisbury with R.A.N.A’s first Salisbury-Bair
flight via Umtali on Monday 5th. The cover in Fig.(ex the Keith Hanman collection) is also consdeto

be scarce with no more than about 15 known (seeneonts in conclusion).
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Conclusion:

Whilst various published articles that we have babte to access give some information regarding the
inclusion of Lusaka on Imperial Airways’ route i©35, it is hoped that this summation successfully
consolidates all the relevant aspects of the emuent, including the subsequent flights in Augastl
October between Lusaka, Umtali and Beira.

We can find no official record of the actual numbércovers carried on any of the flights and we @amable

to confirm or deny the various quantities that hegen recorded over time. It is important to nbtayever,
that one should really only believe that quantitiated in literary sources are correct if theyehaeen
obtained from official Post Office sources. To slitate this, in a letter written in June 1935 kbgealer who
originally sold the cover in Fig. 2 it was mentidriaat six covers were carried on the London-Lughght.

In an auction in 2005 a dealer stated that tweleesvearried on this flight and the F. J. FielddettFig. 3)
says 50 were carried, of which 40 were official Pi€dters The Field quantities are most likely to be the
correct figures because he probably obtained tihem the Post Office.

If anyone can throw more light on this, we would fleased to hear from you. Judging by the number of
covers that have surfaced over the years, howgveGlear that very few seem to exist, so those teside in
various collections today that we know of can besidered to be fairly rare.

As a final comment, it is interesting to note thady Young subsequently became President of thed-ly
Club in Lusaka and, when it held its first rally 1937, it was ironic that she won the Landing Catitipa
considering the forced landing and crash she exipesd in February 1935!

Acknowledgements:

This article was inspired by Peter Wingent followia query | raised with him regarding my Bulawayo-
Lusaka cover in Fig. 4. Little did | realise tlitavas an item that even Peter had not seen bafateafter we
had dug deeper, it was felt that we should shardindings in the Gazett¢From this it will be evident that
Dave did all the hard work, i.e. wrote this articknd | just fed him a few emails — Peter W].
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Our Rhodesian Heritagécompiled and administered by ORAF’s), which hastp
associations with the Rhodesian Air Force, havdliigiven me authority to use their
2012 article on Lady Young's 1935 crash in Rhodesiaer Gypsy Moth and | would
like to acknowledge the excellent work being dopé=tdy Norris who is responsible
for recording much of ORAF’s history. Alddrs Dorothy Marr, daughter-in-law of
Native Commissioner F. Marr, who provided muchhaf information. The full article
can be obtained from Peter by anyone who may leedisited.

I would also like to acknowledge the Umtali matewiaich K eith Hanman shared with me before it was sold
at the recent Argyle-Etkin auction.

Lady Young’'s Gypsy Moth — 28 February 1928 (Fig. 8)
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They Served Africa with Wingpgy Mitch Stirling and John House



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2(Q&8ue 42)

B.O.A.C. 1940 trans-Atlantic services
By Peter Wingent

In the summer of 1940, B.O.A.C. operated five trAtlantic services but it is likely that more th#nis were
envisaged originally. On the 19th March, 1940, Balby of Imperial Airways (still I.A. until 1 Apf) wrote
to E.P. Bell at the G.P.O., London, to inform himattthe tentative date fixed for the resumptiothef North
Atlantic service was 15 May [1].

On 3 April 1940, the B.O.A.C. Commercial Officer,M\ Green, wrote to Bell giving the proposed tinixd¢a
for the service [2], which was as follows:

Westbound Eastbound
POOLE dep. Sat. 13.00 NEW YORK dep. Wed. 20.00
FOYNES arr. Sat. 16.00 MONTREAL arr. Wed. 23.00
dep. Sat. 18.00 dep. Thurs. 11.00
BOTWOOD arr. Sun. 10.00 BOTWOOD arr. Thurs. 17.30
dep. Sun. 12.00 dep. Thurs. 20.30
MONTREAL arr. Sun. 19.00 FOYNES arr.  Fri. 09.00
dep. Sun. 20.00 dep. Fri. 11.00
NEW YORK arr. Sun. 23.00 POOLE arr.  Fri. 14.00

(All times are G.M.T.)

On 17 April, Dolby wrote again to Bell saying ththe estimate of the inaugural date of the Atlasg&cvice
had turned out to be optimistic and that it waskety to start before the beginning of June [3Jowéver, this
revised estimate also turned out to be optimigtit fnally, on 31 July 1940, in a letter from W. HRatt of
the Air Ministry to J.A. Irvin of the G.P.O. [4]hé actual start date of the service was given/fsgaist. The
letter also stated that the total payload of therait was a little over 800 Ibs. but it was impb&sto say
what, if any, of that accommodation would normdléyavailable for mails but the Air Ministry wouldrange

to find room on each flight for a small amount ofim(10 — 12 Ibs. per week) to be conveyed to
Newfoundland.

The letter stated that the Eire Authorities did rase the question of carrying mail for the EimsPOffice.
(This would seem to imply that mail from Eire was carried officially).

Other points included were that Departmefisesumably Government Departmentgjuld be given an
opportunity of sending a small amount of reallyamgofficial correspondence by bag in charge ofptiha.
Correspondence posted by them as ordinary airwmaaild not be guaranteed to be conveyed by the B@.A
flying boats.

Also, it was not intended that any publicity shobk&lgiven to the flights before the arrival of fhist one “on

the other side.” Then a few bald facts would Beased. Burkett went on to say that the least aladlit the
flights the better and that the Eire Authoritied hasked, in view of their delicate position as relst
publicity should be as far as possible suppres8eakett suggested to Irvin that if the Post Offiet that an
announcement must be made, it should read: “Ti#nRster General announces that advantage will be
taken of the series of flights which are being mbagdritish flying boats across the North Atlanticconvey
some of the air mail correspondence at presentatidsgd by the Pan-American Airways trans-Atlantic a
service.” Burkett went on to say that the Air Mitny was avoiding any suggestion that the flightaild be

in the nature of a regular service and that in ¢dlmeumstances under which they were operated, & wa
impossible to guarantee regularity and they wereenimothe nature of experimental flights.

The British Post Office considered a suggestion l#tters carried on the British flights to the LASshould
be marked officially to show they had been carmeda British service. After a series of internatas
between the P.M.G., the Director of Postal Ses/mad the Deputy Director General, the P.M.G. aated
that “a special marking would probably be a good| @ trouble” and the proposal was dropped. Tas
collectors were deprived of an invaluable mearideatify mail flown by B.O.A.C. as opposed to byARA.
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Theflights:
All flight data has been obtained from B.O.A.C caaft movement charts [5].

The notes given under the summer 1939 flights M. G.and equivalent times (page 4) also apply here

The total weights of mail carried have been obthifi®mm an internal British G.P.O. memo and the
breakdown of totals given for services NAW 9 andWA.O from Overseas Mail Branch Reports No. 48 of
10 August and No. 49 of 17 August respectively.

There are two notes of interest in the G.P.O. memo:

The first, referring to all five eastbound flightstates that;No air mail from U.S.A. was received as no
capacity was available for these mails.”

The second, referring to all five westbound fliglstates thatin each caseall the air mail for Newfoundland
was despatched by these flights. The remainingagpwas used for mail for Canada, on hand, togeth
with a very small amount for the U.S.AMowever, this statement is contradicted by thangjties given in
the O.M.B. breakdown for services NAW 9 & 10 whishows that the majority of the mail was for the
U.S.A.

SERVICE NO. NAW 9 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
Poole dep. 1308 1 O3AUG. | Newfnind, | Canada(b) | USA.& | Total (Ib)
Foynes dep. 18.42 03 Aug. (Ib.) beyond (Ib)
Clare Botwood arr./dep. | 10.48/12.05 | 04 Aug.
Montreal arrldep. | 19.10/21.10 | 04 Aug. 2 16 100 118
New York arr. 23.44 04 Aug.
SERVICE NO. NAE 9 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
New York dep. 18.51 08 Aug.
Montreal arr./dep. 20.50/? | 08/09 Aug.
Clare Botrood dep. 195 09 Aug. ﬁ écv)vt;aloluo:d?;gr:g.s. was conveyed to the U.K. from Canada and
Foynes arr. 08.25 10 Aug.
Poole arr. 13.41 10 aug.

Times shown in italics in service NAW 9 and NAE 9 were obtained from “Flight” magazine, 15 August 1940 edition.

SERVICE NO. NAW 10 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
Poole dep. 13.05 14 Aug.
Foynes arr/dep. | 16.01/18.05 | 14 Aug. Neg;”)'“d' Canada (Ib.) bgycS)hAd' (ﬁ)) Total (Ib)
Clare | Botwood arr. 11.20 15 Aug. '
Montreal arr./dep. | 19.55/21.20 15 Aug. 3 49 128 118
New York arr. 23.40 15 aug.
SERVICE NO. NAE 10 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
New York dep. 18.46 18 Aug.
Montreal arr./dep. 7211115 18/19 Aug.
Clare Botwood arrJdep | 774772043 | 19 Aug. ﬁ éc\;\}%luorfd1lgr?dl.b& was conveyed to the U.K. from Canada and
Foynes arr./dep. | 10.35/12.56 | 20 Aug.
Poole arr. 15.38 20 Aug.
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SERVICE NO. NAW 11 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
Poole dep. 13.20 26 Aug.
Foynes arr/dep. | 14.30/15.45 | 26/30 Aug. Nem”)'“d' Canada (Ib.) bgﬁr']Ad' (ﬁ)) Total (Ib)
Clare Botwood arr./dep. | 08.41/11.45 | 31 Aug. '
Montreal arr./dep. 207 31 Aug. 2 2 2 100
New York arr. 23.35 31 Aug.
Clare was delayed 4 days at Foynes by bad weather and engine trouble.
SERVICE NO. NAE 11 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
New York dep. 18.40 04 Sept.
Montreal arr./dep. ?/? 04/05 Sep. A total of 75 Ibs. was conve
. yed to the U.K. from Canada and
Clare Botwood arr./dep. 2? 05Sept. | Newfoundland.
PMD * arr./dep. ?/10.41 06 Sept.
Poole arr. 11.45 06 Sept.
Clare departed New York 1 day late due to engine trouble.
* PMD = Pembroke Dock.
SERVICE NO. NAW 12 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
Poole dep. 13.15 13 Sept.
Foynes arr./dep. | 16.33/18.10 | 13/15 Sep. Ne?l’t‘;”)'”d' Canada (b, bg}ﬁrﬁ' (f‘b) Total (b,
Clare Botwood arr./dep. | 11.35/13.55 | 16 Sept. '
Montreal arr./dep. | 19.35/20.50 | 16 Sept. ) 2 ) 110
New York arr. 22.50 16 Sept.
Clare was delayed 2 days at Foynes by engine trouble.
SERVICE NO. NAE 12 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
New York dep. 15.38 21 Sept.
Montreal arr./dep. | 18.05/08.48 | 21/22 Sep. A total of 130 Ibs. was conve
. yed to the U.K. from Canada and
Clare | Botwood arr./dep. 2/17.08 22 Sept. | Newfoundland.
Foynes arr./dep. | 06.38/09.10 | 23 Sept.
Poole arr. 11.45 23 Sept.
SERVICE NO. NAW 13 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
Poole dep. 09.58 04 Oct.
Foynes arr/dep. | 14.10/18.00 | 04 Oct. Ne?l’t‘;”)'”d' Canada (Ib.) bg}ﬁrﬁ' (f‘b) Total (Ib)
Clyde | Botwood arr./dep. | 09.37/11.19 | 05 Oct. '
Montreal arr./dep. | 17.40/18.45 | 05 Oct. ) 2 ) 78
New York arr. 21.11 05 Oct.
Clyde dep. Poole on 03 Oct. at 11.15 but returned at 12.05 due to bad weather. Departure on 04 Oct. was | day late.
SERVICE NO. NAE 13 1940
Aircraft Place Dep./Arr. Time Date Weight of mails carried
New York dep. 16.42 09 Oct.
Montreal arr./dep. | 19.13/11.25 | 09/10 Oct.
A total of 120 Ibs. was conveyed to the U.K. from Canada and
Clyde | Botwood | arm/dep. | 17.19/20.08 | 100ct | Newfoundiand.
Foynes arr./dep. | 08.14/10.24 11 Oct.
Poole arr. 14.29 11 Oct.

Clyde called at Pembroke Dock at 11.46 on 11 Oct.
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Thefirst flight of 1940:

The following pages from the 15 August 1940 editbfiFlight” magazine provide a detailed accounttod

first flights in each direction.
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Souvenir envel opes:

Three members have sent me scans of covers chgrite 1940 B.O.A.C. trans-Atlantic flights. Onerh
John Symons is shown in the ‘Questions and Answastion. The second, from Duncan Crewe, is shown
below. It was flown byClare on the first 1940 service (NAW9) which departedlcand Foynes on 3rd
August and arrived at Botwood the next day. Ihejby Capt. J.C. Kelly Rogers.
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The third cover was sent by Laurence Kimpton whaesr “Datestampedoronto 17 August (also date of
purple censor cachet at right). Canada censor $assed for export' cachet at left - needectorzil onto
Clare's flight? Possible contents, samples to tdéecompany. High multiple rate franking of $2.%0r, rate at
the time via PAA was 30c. per half ounce. Montimatkstamps 17 & 18 Aug. London backstamp 22 Aug.”

This cover would have been flown BYare operating service no. NAE10.
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Your questions and answers

Following on from the previous article, shown belmathe front and reverse of another and very citra
cover flown byClare, sent in by John Symons. It was posted in Mohiwea8 August 1940 and flown by
service NAE9, which departed on the 9th and arrivegnes 08.25 on the 10th. It has a Dunmurry/Belfas
backstamp of the 13th and John is not sure if & effloaded at Foynes and sent from there to Betia it
was carried to Poole and returned from there. fabethat the ‘Examiner 5040’ censor label coveitesl
Dunmurry backstamp proves it was examined in Belfas

What really puzzled John was the C. 201 censot lzdmuse in many books on censorship it appeatdhté
code letter C was assigned to Bermuda! Clearlyséfvice NAE9 did not go anywhere near Bermuda.
Luckily I am able to solve this puzzle becauseha past | had been confused by a similar code €l lab
applied to a cover from Khartoum to Toronto. Theswaer is to be found in a book which is part of the
excellent series, “British Empire Civil Censorsipvices World War 11,” published by the Civil Cemsbip
Study Group. The volume by Christopher Miller #atl, “Canada and Colonies in the Caribbean andhNor
and South America,” published in 2006. Miller wedhat,“It was not until the spring of 1942 that the
Imperial Censorship introduced a uniform range einsor codes and Canada was allocated code DB.
Because of the large number of labels already pdnwith the previous code C, they were in use tout
the war[usually with]suitable alteration. In the range of codes Bermuge given Canada’s previous code
of C.” Thus the ‘C.201’ label was applied in Montreal.

After | received John’s question, | sent him a &amanswer but have included it here because therde
such a beauty and also because the ‘code C’ qoestght be of interest to other members.
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Duncan Crewe poses the following ‘Wartime puzzle:’

The cover in Fig .1 would have left Hong Kong odune on boar@®enebolaoperating service HB 243. At
Bangkok this connected with SW 246 which was oer#trough to Alexandria where it arrived on 10elun
In response to Italy’s entry into the war the ssgvivas terminated there. The question is how d&ddbwver
get from Egypt to Britain in time to receive a Ddge cancel on 18 June when it was redirected.
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Fig. 1

The possibilities that have been considered are:

Forwarded by sea through the Mediterranean buespandence with Bob Clark suggests that there
was a block on shipping until the end of the month.

Flown via the Saharan route. The first aircraft Bfitain on 15 June and there is a reference in
Merchant Airmen to Lafayettemaking the journey in the reverse direction soderafards. However

it was believed that no civilian mail was forwardsdthis route.

Forwarded from Egypt by the Air France flight tied left Hong Kong on 8 June and was diverted
via the Sahara and Gao to Marseilles where Pt@ays it arrived on 17 June. It seems unlikely that
the cover would have reached Britain from therténme to be re-directed at Dorridge next day.

That the Hong Post office dispatched the coverthim Pan American Trans-Pacific and Trans-
Atlantic services. Th€alifornia Clipper left Hong Kong on 4 June and reached San Franoischl
June. TheDixie Clipperdeparted New York on 13 June and reached Lisbahdsy. Proud' says

the mail reached London on 17 June which wouldhiét Dorridge re-direction. However WeBb
gives the starting date for Hong Kong mail by tioiste as 18 June 1940 and the rate was $5 per %2 oz.
In addition the Hong Kong authorities would not @&nown that Italy was about to enter the war and
would have had no reason to dispatch mail this Watwas simply a case of the cover having been
wrongly bagged then | would have expected an Araafilissentmarking to have been applied.
Finally Bob Clark suggested that the post offi@riciin Dorridge simply made a mistake and inserted
the JU date slug instead of the JY one. Even théep a further problem for the cover had arrived in
Britain before the first Horseshoe service so npussumably have been sent by surface.

What would be really interesting would be if anhet members of the group have covers that weradsch
in Alexandria on 10 June but arrived in Britain18/June! All help gratefully received.

' Merchant Airmen HMSO 1946 p.48

i Proud, E., Intercontinental Airmails vol.2, p.820
i Proud, E., Intercontinental Airmails vol. 1, p.67
" \Webb, F.W., Hong Kong Airmail p.31
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Extracts from the autobiography of the unlikely-reain
Ernest Rigglesworth Hatchett,
a wireless operator/pilot with the R.A.F., |.A.daR.E.A./B.O.A.C.

By Mike Sephenson

While on holiday for a few days in Hay on Wye | ohad on a small book entitled "Chopper" which tuwas
to be quite interesting. This is the nickname ofan called Hatchett (got it?) who served in the . R.ALA.,
and B.E.A./B.O.A.C., mainly in the Middle East met20s and 30s, as a radio operator and latepidst and
stores organiser. From the eighty pages of th&,libe following is a brief summary.

He is not listed on Google/Wikepedia, although épainting of his came up for auction in the 7Qerfdon
Bridge...). He asserts that the National Geograp#iat him that The Furrow, which he helped ploufghs
moved about a mile south from its original positiaich | can't believe.

Born in 1902 at Hythe, Hants., Chopper’s early eaie the R.A.F., interest in radio telegraphy #mel Arabs
and stable marriage all contributed to an intemgstareer with Imperial Airways between 1926 an@019

The R.A.F. period started as a Trenchard Brat (L&l included postings to the Middle East, desert
experience with ploughing The Furrow, contact vigwrence of Arabia (“ruthless and cold”) and obitan

a Sergeant Pilot rating while on Reserve Trainm@gypt. He was radio operator to the Furrow plaogh
team which started from Amman (Jordan) in 1921mtet the westbound team (from Baghdad) at Rutbah
Wells, a sort of Beau Geste desert fort. No.47 8ourés equipment for this operation included thRals-
Royce armoured cars, six Crossley tenders, twoldaselorries and a Fordson tractor with snow ploudga
says the route opened on 23rd June 1921 and shaifimail from Baghdad to London was on 28th Ji921.

His desert experience led to an interest in thebsdae encountered, and he learned to speak tmgueo
which skill was to serve him in very good steaeiraihe Bedouin tribes were generally friendly aod
operative and Chopper continued to develop his Aaauage capability. All aircrew, however, wersuisd
with Arab language “Goolie Chits” which promisechtgold sovereigns to the less friendly Kurds, who
practised unmentionable mutilation to captureddls, if they would leave their captives intact drelp
them return to base.

He mentions in addition that the Squadron providedio-equipped armoured car escort for Miss Rosita
Forbes (1893-1967) to visit the ancient ruined oityetra, rediscovered in 1812 by a Swiss explaened air
transport for Gertrude Bell (1868-1926) the famauabist, and first woman to get a first in histatyOxford.

In late 1924 the R.A.F. began weekly trial fligiistween Cairo and Baghdad via Palestine and Joktan.
describes the wonder of approaching by air the magd@d golden domes of the Kadimain Mosque at
Baghdad, and rather ineffective retaliatory aidsaon Kurds. Pilots were still rejecting enclosedkpits,
although the DH 66 had a heated passenger cabin.

Chopper endured several desert forced landingswaist unhurt and generally surprised the natives by
speaking to them in their own tongue with the ddligy exchange of customary pleasantries whichaare
prelude to conversation in Arabic. If the landirappened near an oasis, a brace of duck might lagnebtfor

the pot while awaiting the necessary spare parfsi@rbeing sent, a shotgun proving more usefuh ttee
Lewis gun on these occasions. The ability to runaoground aerial and contact base by radio tuanedsis
into a pleasant diversion.

His expertise in radio transmission caused radinufacturers to consult him and keep him informedew
equipment, and his experience soon assured hinb aviih I.A. on release from the R.A.F., and thus he
became the very first civil aircraft licensed aexatical radio operator.

Brackles (Major Brackley) interviewed him and asgid him to the crew of the Empire Air Route inawadur
flight (26" Dec 1926) with a navigator and a flight enginé&ir.Samuel Hoare was to be accompanied by the
Lady Maude, the great Air Vice-Marshall Sir Geoffréalmond, who was taking up command of the R.A.F.
in India, Christopher Bullock (Secretary to sucoes#ir Ministers), a press photographer and atvélgot
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of the DH66 was Barnard (1895-1927) as far as AlidnkEgypt, then Wolley-Dod (1893-1937) with I.A.
Managing Director Woods Humphery (1893-1963).

The longest sector was 390 miles from Karachi thpar, and travel was usually a gentle morning hop,
lunch, and an afternoon hop, with a comfortablénhgjop. Wireless contact was made throughout lidplet f
crew and passengers being separated by an infariaion. Generally 5,000ft altitude and 100 m.speed
were the norm, except across the stormy Med. wh@edt was used. Lines of Royal Navy destroyers had
been strategically placed along the over-sea reettors and Sir Samuel’'s message sent by radiet®1C.
destroyers was the first private radio messagelseatcivil aircraft passenger. Chopper kept thadtdf the
message as a memento. The “Goolie Chit” carriethéyCaptain had been translated by the London $ciioo
Oriental Languages into five languages to stressrtiportance to His Most Excellent Britannic Mayesf

the safe passage of the exalted personage, Plir8#gaetary of State Sir Samuel and his companaoiks
entourage, with the usual promise of ample rewaré$sistance.

The party arrived at Hinaidi (Baghdad) after 3,800 miles flown in 38 hours flying time. A welcome
awaited from Sir Henry Dobbs, High Commissionerrearesentative of King Feisal and several Iraqi
Ministers. After Basra they were accompanied onBhlshire sector by an R.A.F. Vickers Vernon, which
caused a diplomatic incident, being military, whbey landed on Persian soil. The pilot ignored apsh
order and took off through a guard of six soldierbich may be the source of later sanctions byi@afsout
overflying of Persian airspace. This being peavirdj country, they were all given gifts of peai@hopper
turning his into a ring for his wife.

Over the Gulf, heading for Jask (Oman), they agaissed and exchanged radio correspondence with thre
Royal Navy sloops. Chopper was the only membehefaarty to be proficient in camel riding as thegdm
their way to and from the overnight accommodatibdask. At the next stop, Baluchistan, Lady Maud wa
presented with a 12ft x 18ft Persian carpet vakte£il200, Chopper’'s income for three years andvatgiit

to three small houses at 1927 prices.

On the ground at Drigh Road R.A.F. base at Karadchgpper spotted an airman who looked like Lawrgnce
but was assured by R.A.F. officers that it was dhitgraftsman Shaw. Weeks later he realised thi trt
Jodhpur the entertainment became even more sungp@amihe Rajah presented each with gifts, Chopper
receiving a large enamel-inlaid brass bowl and matecvases. Lady Maud was given a solid gold lady’s
dressing set.

Thence to Delhi, arriving on 8th Feb. 1927 to antted reception, three weeks of being féted anduarre
flight which took eleven days to reach London. Qbmpwas due back on duty at Heliopolis, however, to
begin his duties for LLA. in the Near East Divisiowhere Wolley-Dod was Senior Pilot and Air
Superintendent, and Sandy Baxter was Chief Engitirenanned outstations kept fuel (supplied by $hell
underground tanks to be manually pumped up by hanback-breaking job, even when assisted by the
passengers. DH 66s were operated by a crew of pilat: and “second dickie” (w/o, engineer, refueller
engine starter and passenger wet-nurse).

Rivalry on the European airline scene made necessaeral route changes on the eastern run anéaPers
proved particularly difficult. In May 1928 Choppsgrwife joined him in Cairo, but his job caused horbe
away from home for long periods, which Eleanor seéorhave borne with fortitude. His employment \as
three year contract periods, interspersed withddaavBlighty. They did sightseeing in Egypt and @per
took up water-colour painting. He was in chargecafimunications, aircraft maintenance, ground wa®le
equipment, the I.A. yacht “Imperia” moored in Migdla Bay, Crete, and Divisional wireless personnel.

His first three-year stint involved him in two fed-landings and a crash. Over Furrow LG5 a fudd teaused

an unscheduled landing, and occasioned a meetihgBeidouin. This took the usual form of fifteen oiies

of exchange of information with enquiries as to’srieealth, wealth, family, possessions and thesbigsof
Allah. They bedded down for the night, the ladyseaer in the aircraft, having declined an invitatirom

the Sheik to join him in his tent. Gifts of goatslkneggs and chapattis were accepted and five gold
sovereigns changed hands. The lady passenger tngsead by the experience and did not complainAo |

In December 1929 his 3-year contract came to an smavith his family he took 3 months paid leave in
England. In March 1930 I.A. renewed his employméwainst a background of 3,000,000 unemployed in
UK, in 1932 I.A. reduced the aircrew allowance friichper mile to 2/6d per hour. The Far East route
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switched to the Emirates to avoid Persia. The mg¥iight resulted in Chopper receiving from the iEm
garabea and head dress with ceremonial sheathegrdagich was the Emir's delight at being addregsed
his own tongue.

In the early 1930s the introduction of the ShortcGda improved the |.A. service across the Medd an
Chopper commissioned a hew Marconi AD8 transmétdriraeus (Athens), flying on the proving flighav
Famagusta (Rhodes). In 1932 he was issued withrgaay uniform in lightweight Khaki with two wavy
rings on the sleeve as used by the Merchant Naugiote a Chief Radio Officer.

An interesting interlude resulted when the R.Aétiged that Chopper had not done his reserve tigjrsio he
was released by I.A. to report for three weeksraihing at R.A.F. Abu Sueir (Ismalia). The R.A.Ferne
intrigued to receive an I.A. man, and wondering titbado with him, decided to send him on a pilasurse
on Avro 504s and DH9As in which he was perfectiyame following his earlier experience with the EEA
After a few circuits and bumps they gave him a 8ang Pilot’s Certificate. Amused, on the returnrjmy he
bought some caged qualils to eat, but overnigh#-ysar-old daughter let them go.

Brackles congratulated Chopper on his return agdested that he go on a civil flying school course
in UK to obtain a “B” Licence to qualify for the we“First Officer” rank being created. Back in theddle
East he flew on a Wolley-Dod flight down the Nile ¢ollect the President of the American Wright aero
engine firm and taxi him and his party around EgygtD won a couple of bottles of champagne frons thi
trip, and Chopper remarks that that was typicapgortunist I.A. aircrew. Apparently the best bamgao be
had were Persian rugs and Asmara Arab silverwaderfram melted-down Indian silver coins, with leapa
skins and fruit from East Africa. |.A. crews werlsacaught out smuggling gold bars and silver caoins
supplement their allowances.

Sent again to entertain the American party, Chogpeanged a desert camp meeting with a Sheik of his
acquaintance at Rutbah. The overnight stay impdeise Americans greatly and the party moved on to
Palmyra in Syria where a small French air forceaidlef three decrepit biplanes with very little p#twas
stationed. They lunched with their hosts and mawetb Damascus and Jerusalem. The Americans gexe th
each ten gold sovereigns, equivalent to ten weaks p

In 1931 the HP42 did a Cairo-Karachi route insectiThe name of the French station engineer at@har
was A.S.Soles, and this caused embarrassment taken as an insult by the Divisional Manager until
explained. On return to Cairo Chopper was crewed Qalcutta piloted by Capt. Cross with W-D as dotp
and an engineer, flying down the Nile to Lake Vi@oCross had a theory that leaving the 200ftiigiaerial

out when landing on water would give early warnifgaltitude, but when tried at Kisumu it caused the
Calcutta to drop rapidly and porpoise badly. “Matieme” said W-D. Cross fell into the lake when tiing

into the launch, but recall of the crocodile whicad been basking on the mooring buoy helped Cross’s
alacrity when getting out. At Juba they were dethlyg a leopard and two cubs on the road.

Flying second dickie on a Wessex aircraft on aispeargo flight Chopper was obliged to assume camuin
when the pilot (nameless) accidentally got lockethe toilet, so he carried out a perfect landindhis own,

just as the warped toilet door released the captéénwas sworn to secrecy, but as is the way witths
secrets, it seems to have leaked when he wasclaeked out on the Wessex by W-D. When he explained
that he couldn't afford to pay for the “B” licendeining course, W-D said he would have a word with
Brackles.

Charged with setting up an airfield at Karima, Sydahopper made a workmanlike job of the radioaheri
installation. Eight 3ft square steel plates weré ftam the rusting remains of Kitchener's river boa
abandoned in 1885. These formed the guy rope amchioen buried, and the first test transmissionethis
Khartoum, 200 miles south, at strength R5,Abu ZaBalro at strength R4, and R3 at Heliopolis, 80l&sn
away. Again, the ability to converse in his owngoe with the local Sheik had smoothed the way tzsss.

A box of kippers was sent, on his return, to Mr.o@éy, the railway representative who had hosted th
airfield group. A silver cigarette case resultashira later trip with Prince Albert of Belgium.

In 1936, his contract ended, Chopper returned tdd@/8 months leave, and a visit to Brackles reslih a
promise that if he could pass the medical, |.A. ldqay for his “B” licence training. Appearing beéothe

same doctor who had passed him as fit on threeopaasions, he was dismayed to be failed on below

average eyesight and albumen in his urine (Pr&5tate
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His disappointment was countered in a few days wieemwas offered a job as assistant to the Operafitemager at
Croydon, responsible for all aircraft radio equiprnand staff, radio flight tests and delivery ofifig boats from Shorts
at Rochester to Southampton. I.A. was receivingymaew flying boats at this time, a source of prideChopper, who
soon became Chief Radio Engineer and spent 8 mahtigthe before moving back to Croydon, where &e hought a
house. Many of the radio operators recruited hashbeawler men, when fishing fleets were being lgid

In January 1938 he was delighted to be invitedadogRochester with Brackles for the test flighttbé Short-Mayo
composite. Shorts test pilot Lancaster Parker &a/™ Bennett (1910-1986), better known later ashadler Bennett,
were the respective pilots of “Maia” and “MercuryChopper’s last operational flight was to Brindisiring a strike of
radio operators, where he was in trouble with théans for having no uniform or passport and reihb on the official
crew list. He briskly caught a northbound flightnie.

In June 1938, Sir John Reith was appointed ChairafdrA., following criticism of inefficiency, in face of Woods-
Humphery, but the staff were intensely loyal to WaHd made known their disapproval of the move. Wivan was

declared in September 1939, Chopper was still aydim and depressed at the outlook sold his 500shares bought
in 1926 at £1 each for 4/- each. When the Govertrseon after bought out I.A. to form B.O.A.C. itipef1.12s. 9d

each.

He moved with I.A. to the Spa Hotel, Clifton, Baktvhen he was titled Assistant Communications Sopmdent, and
the fleet was housed at Whitchurch, the flying baabving later from Hythe to Poole. Over 300 neveraift were
received by I.A. during the War. Chopper employ@&dradio engineers at Whitchurch on repair and reastce of
radios, and also on the installation of Britishiosdn American fighter aircraft which arrived bgasin packing cases. He
flew in an HP42 to Brittany to evacuate R.A.F. pargel from soon-to-be occupied France, the co-fiyang out an
Anson rather than destroy it, to Exeter airport.

In 1944 he received a summons to report to theR.@gain as a reservist. It transpired that B.EvAs to be created to
operate short-haul civil flying, as a European sl of B.O.A.C., based at Northolt and Hurn famsatlantic. Chopper
was deployed to Croydon as a Flight Lieutenant agpeg Dakotas. The Fighter pilots settled uneasily the civil role.
Chopper was tasked to obtain from R.A.F. depoteat Europe equipment needed for civil operations. Anmtion to
Squadron Leader helped to convince the senioresffibe was stripping of supplies, and he flew aptgmak solo to
Ayr, Scotland, where they were surprised that aeyad got through the low cloud, especially with@uadio operator.

After the War he reports that there were funny gsion, when countries like Ireland had suppliethofgs like turkeys
and empty Daks were despatched to collect a loa@Hoistmas. In some parts of Europe anything waainable for a
packet of fags, including Omega watches, BMW card aven a racehorse on one occasion. The Offiddess at
Croydon Airport Hotel bar kept a log book of suaimgs-on. Where is that, now, he asks?

Eventually, as Supplies Superintendent, Europeaisibn, B.E.A., Chopper was offered the choice aftnuation with
B.E.A. or a return to B.O.A.C., after 18 monthslofry sent from Ostend to Germany was found at @odowith its
cargo of de-icing fluid missing. It had been takenthe manufacture of drink on the black market.

Back at B.O.A.C. Chopper provisioned the Trefomsgine overhaul factory, and set up Heathrow's rizth supply

and stock control section for the Component Repatt Overhaul Branch of the Engineering Departmbntl960

consultants brought in to make recommendationsredfecarly retirement and a gratuity to staff ov8r At first he

refused, but on consideration took the offer, and@ often happens the duties of his post werelelivinto two new
posts each at the same salary as he had receifted.around-the-world trip with his wife, he toak honorary job as
pensioners’ contact in the Welfare Branch of thepGoation.

After his wife died in 1974, a hankering for thingsabian led to an application for a residentiairpié to enter Jordan,
which was refused, but a 90-day long term visa grasted, as a result of which Chopper was féteddmye of his old
Arab sheik contacts and even had a fifteen-minutiemce with King Hussein in English, a fitting ctusion to his

colourful career.

Further reading:

‘Chopper’ by E. Rigglesworth Hatchett. Lasermarl@83SBN 1-871778-00-X
Empire of the Air by Lord Templewood (Sir Samueldt®). Collins 1957

The Baghdad Air Mail by.W/C Roderic Hill. NonsucB@5 ISBN 1-84588-009-9
Imperial Airways Gazette No.1 feature by Stan Wbiexit

Imperial Airways Gazette No.28 feature by Ed Wolf

Imperial Airways Gazette No.32 feature by Bill Legg
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First Bermuda acceptance for the Pan American Airways Trans Atlantic service
By Duncan Crewe

The cover below was posted in Bermuda on 8 Jun® &88 was flown to New York by the Pan American
service in time to connect with tiixie Clipperwhich left on 10 June and reached Marseilles naxt @his
was the fourth regular trans-Atlantic service by Panerican Airways and carried the first dispaté¢hmail
from Bermuda. The 2sh. franking was the correctZ4rate for mail to Britain. The cover was forwatde
from Marseilles to London where it was re-franked1® June with a 1%d. Coronation stamp to pay the A
Up rate to South Africa. It left Southampton nextydon boardCanopusoperating DS 205 and reached
Durban on 19 June, one day late after the airbeadftbeen delayed at Marseilles by mechanical teodtiiere

is aPoste Restantkack stamp for 20 June on the reverse of the cover
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Photograph of the Dixie Clipper ready for anothearts-Atlantic flight
just three weeks after the one on which she cathieccover above.



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2(08ue 42)

Forced landing at Jinja
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan kindly sent the scans of the front and Haakss on the reverse of the cover shown beltwvas
carried by Imperial Airways’ African service AS24rihg which the Short Calcutta flying bo@ity of
Alexandriamade a forced landing at Jinja with engine proklem am aware of two references to this
incident, the first of which is to be found on p&ag# (first edition) and page 44 (second edition)Bdf
Colley’s books, “The Airmails of East Africa.” Bilwrote in the second editiofiThe ‘Uganda Herald’
recorded that on 16 August the City of Alexanduiager Capt. Lumsden, made a forced landing at Jiija

a broken oil pipe. The mail was handed over tgaJiost Office, backstamped 17.8.31 before being se
by rail.”

The second reference is to be found in D.Field’'atabgue of Airposts of the World,” 1934 edition hich

he writes thatOn 16 August the plane flying to Port Bell madéoeced landing at Jinja (Uganda). The air
mail bags from England, Greece, etc. were handest tw the Jinja P.O. the next day. The mails were
backstamped 17/8/31 and sent on to destinatioraihy No mail had been flown to Jinja before.”
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Our Rhodesian Heritage

(Compiled and Administered by ORAFs)

AN EARLY RHODESIAN AIR CRASH

LADY YOUNG AND HER GYPSY MOTH, 28th
FEBRUARY 1935

Lady Young prepares for take-off

At 08.10 on 28th February 1935, Lady Young, wife of Sir
Hubert Young, the Governor of Northern Rhodesia, took off
from Livingstone in her own Gypsy Moth to join her husband
in Lusaka where he was attending to the transfer of the
capital of Northern Rhodesia from Livingstone. Lady Young
had not fully recovered from a bout of malaria, and was
accompanied by the Senior Government Medical Officer, Dr
T.R.F.Kerby. It was an overcast morning and visibility was
very poor, but Lady Young was widely renowned as an expert
pilot and there were no fears for her safety.

The distance to be flown was 291 miles, and her ETA at
Lusaka was 11.00.



Shortly before 11.00, Sir Hubert and a welcoming group of
friends and officials gathered at the Lusaka aerodrome
eagerly scanning the sky for a first glimpse of the litle
aircraft. When there was neither sight nor sound by 11.15,
those present began exchanging apprehensive glances. Soon
afterwards, it was realised that something serious may have
occurred, and immediate steps were taken to organise
search parties. Messages were telegraphed and telephoned
along her route, and within a very short while two aircraft
and numerous Police and railway personnel were involved in
the search. Patrols by rail-trolley and road were sent out,
and a medical centre was set up at Monze, with a fully-
equipped hospital train. .

A report was received that the plane had been seen near
Choma at about 09.30 that morning, slightly to the west of
the normal course, and another later siting to the east of the
course. Other reports of sitings were received, but could not
be substantiated. The search continued throughout the
night, using flares and torches, but to no avail. By early next
morning, 1st March, 200 men of the Northern Rhodesia
Regiment together with six White officers, 200 Police and 170
railwaymen joined the operation which now had about 600
men on the ground. There were in addition many civilian
volunteers. An operations base was established in Choma,
under control of the Governor.

As the days progressed, more aircraft joined in the search.
These included a flight of six Wapitis very promptly
despatched by the South African Air Force, two Leopard
Moths from the Johannesburg Light Plane Club, a Puss
Moth of the Katanga Aero Club in Elisabethville, an Imperial
Airways Atalanta, a WACO belonging to Mr. N.D. McGill of
Livingstone. and a Gypsy Moth piloted by a Mr Elton of
Melsetter, Southern Rhodesia. A Westland Wessex and then
a Leopard Moth, newest and fastest of the RANA fleet,
entered at a later stage. At one time there were nineteen
aircraft involved in the search, their names so evocative of
that period.

The area from Livingstone to Broken Hill was carefully
mapped, and thoroughly swept by very low-flying planes.
Ground patrols operated throughout the day and using
flares at night. The quest was concentrated largely twenty
miles on either side of the railway line, as it was thought the
plane could not have strayed much further off course than
that. From Lusaka, special searches were made of the
flooded Kafue Flats, as there was a possibility that the plane
may have crashed and sunk in the marshy ground.

This became the most extensive ground and air search ever
undertaken in Northern Rhodesia, and probably in the whole
of Southern Africa at that time.



Unfortunately it was taking place far to the north of the site
where Lady Young had crashed. Over a hundred miles to the
north, in fact ...........
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Mr. Cameron at his trading store

After taking off from Livingstone, Lady Young encountered
areas of high turbulence. Visibility was poor, but by means
of her compass, she was able to keep her little plane on
course. Some time later she saw below a large river which
she took to be the Kafue. Lusaka could not be far away. She
passed over the river, but instead of the sprawling buildings
of Lusaka, she saw what she recognised as the Kariba Gorge.
She was far off course and had petrol reserves for only about
twenty minutes flying time. It appeared that the turbulence
had loosened the locking screw of her compass, which was
now wildly inaccurate. It was imperative to find a reasonably
safe place in which to land.

In an extremely inhospitable terrain, the only possibility that
offered itself was what appeared to be a patch of mealies. As
they braced themselves for impact, Lady Young realised that
it was in fact a patch of 14 foot high kaffircorn. The stalks
entwined themselves around the undercarriage, and the
plane toppled over, coming to rest on its back. Lady Young
managed to scramble out of the wreck, but Dr. Kerby was
trapped in his harness, covered in petrol. He managed to free
himself, and to their great relief, they found each other still
alive. The only injury was a cut on Lady Young’s nose. The
time was about 11.40. Shortly afterwards, some Africans
appeared from a nearby kraal and told them there was a
white man somewhere in the area. This was Mr. G. W.
Cameron, a locust ranger and trader.



Lady Young wrote a note on the back of an envelope, and
asked them to take it to the white man as quickly as
possible. The note read :

“Urgent. To the first white man who receives this note. Lady
Young and Dr. Kerby have had a forced landing at a native
village. This appears to be near the Kariba Gorge (the
Southern Rhodesia side of the river). Please immediately
telegraph to Sir Hubert Young at Lusaka. Lady Young and
Dr. Kerby are both unhurt, but the machine is badly
damaged. We are going to follow the messenger who carries
this note, and shall be grateful if you will come to meet us
please”.

Shortly after dusk, Mr. Cameron arrived at the village, with
food, blankets, tea, a small tent and a mosquito net. He told
them that he had sent their note on to the Native
Commissioner at Gokwe, by runners. They spent the night at
the village. The position of the crash was later estimated to
be 17.3 Lat. and 28.50 Long., or 16.55 Lat. and 28.45 Long.,
by different flyers over the area.

It was not until 4th March that the searchers in Northern
Rhodesia would learn what had happened. When the news
reached them, Sir Hubert threw a party - chastely described
by the Press as “sundowners” but by participants in the
search, as “what a party !I”



Native Commissioner Marr in his radio shack.
Soon after 5 p.m. on Monday, 4th March, a runner arrived at
the Native Commissioner’s camp at Gokwe, bearing the
dramatic message from Lady Young. Mr. F. Marr, the NC
(callsign ZELJC), immediately set about transmitting the
information by Morse Code. At 5.15 he made contact with
Mr. R.A.Jubb (callsign ZEIJN), the Government
Meteorological Officer in Bulawayo, and it was promptly
passed on to the relevant officials in Southern and Northern
Rhodesia. Daventry picked it up, and within minutes a
message that had been carried by runners 90 miles on foot
for four days through Southern Rhodesia’s wildest country
was flashed around the whole world.

ent patrol sets out.

The N.C. despatched two messengers, Zhara and Mangwiro,
to ride through the night with a message for Lady Young and
bundles containing champagne, cigarettes and food.
Unfortunately by the time they arrived 90 miles away, Lady
Young and her party had already departed by another route.

Next day, Sth March, a Westland Wessex, first aircraft to
land on the recently-completed landing strip at Gokwe, was
also despatched with champagne, cigarettes, sandwiches



and other supplies for the stranded party. Gokwe appears to
have held an inexhaustible supply of champagne in those
days ! A message was included informing Lady Young that
the N.C. was setting off in a car and a truck to cut a road
through to Cameron’s camp, to rescue them. Mrs. Marr, wife
of the N.C. (who was coping with the sudden emergency and
influx of visitors in the way of all Native Department wives),
had provided bed linen for the making of parachutes in
which the champagne and other supplies were to be dropped
to Lady Young.

Mr. R.A. Jubb with the portable radio set used by Mr. Marr.

The pilot was unable to find Cameron’s camp in that
wilderness, and so returned to Gokwe. Lady Young and her
party were therefore unaware that the search was under
way, and set forth on foot and machila for Gokwe.
Unfortunately, this was by a different route from that which
was being cut by the N.C. who had with him a portable radio
set provided by the 1st Battalion of the Rhodesia Regiment.
This was a low-powered set, and was unfortunately unable
to receive messages later sent to inform him that it had been
learned Lady Young’s party was proceeding by a different
route. Mr Marr was able to make radio contact only when he
had reached Cameron’s camp, by which time the missing
party was approaching Gokwe. All his efforts to cut a road
through to Cameron’s camp were in vain, but were very
favourably commented on.



Mr. Marr transmitting at Cameron's store.

But to get back to the crash. The next morning, Friday, 1st
March, Lady Young, Dr. Kerby and Mr. Cameron walked to
his camp, which was about six miles from the crash. They
spent the day resting there, considering their next move.
Knowing how difficult their journey would be, Mr. Cameron
had a machila made with branches and bark for Lady Young.
They had a long way to go, and at 6.45 on 2nd March the
little caravan set forth — Lady Young walking part of the way
to spare the machila carriers. That day they covered about
16 miles in hot and difficult conditions, and spent the night
at an African village. The next day was more difficult, and a
shorter distance was covered.

Mr. Cameron arranged everything possible for the comfort of
his wards. He had provided a small tent and a mosquito net
for Lady Young, and they were able to bathe every day. The
“bath” consisted of a hole scooped in the ground, lined with
a piece of canvas, and filled with water. It was essential to
keep up appearances, and the men shaved each day, Dr
Kerby borrowing Mr. Cameron’s “cut-throat” razor.

On Monday 4th they made good progress, and spent the
night at the village of Chief Sileya. Tuesday was very hot and
the going rough. Wednesday was another good day and that
night they slept in a village which they calculated was 26
miles from Gokwe. Setting off very early on the morning of
Tuesday 7th March, it was not long before they heard the
sound of a motor car, and near Sweswe were picked up by
Capt. Bugler of the BSAP. Their long hike was over. They had
walked about 70 miles.
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They were received by Mrs. Marr at the NC’s house in
Gokwe, where their first request was for a hot bath. At 4 pm
they took off in the waiting Westland Wessex, arriving to an
enthusiastic reception in Lusaka at 6 pm. — seven days and
seven hours after their original ETA !

The Westland Wessex which took Lady Young
and Dr Kerby back to Lusaka

Once Mr. Cameron had delivered his charges safely at
Gokwe, he turned and quietly set off on foot back to his
camp ninety miles away.

Lewis Walter
Fish Hoek, Cape
July 2012

End

My thanks to Mrs. Dorothy Marr, daughter-in-law of Native
Commissioner Frederick Marr, for documents and
information concerning him, and to Mrs. Dee Dowson for
getting them safely to me. Also to Dave Newnham, Mike
Hamence, Ron Jarman, Nick Baalbergen, Mitch Stirling,
Tony Richardson, Bill Wiggill and Sean Morgan for
information and references



The wreckage of Lady Young’s plane was eventually
dismantled and removed to Que Que.

She became President of the Flying Club in Lusaka, and
when they held their first rally in 1937, she won the Landing
Competition !

This article can also be viewed at
http:/ /rhodesianheritage.blogspot.com /2012 /07 /lady-
young-and-her-gypsy-moth.html

ORAFs records its thanks to Lewis and all those members that assisted
him with this project.

Comments are always welcome - send them to Eddy Norris at
orafs11@gmail.com

Eddy Norris
Irene - RSA.



