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Editorial 
 
Another December edition, so I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year. 
 
I was just about able to fill this edition which, I hope you will agree, has a good range of articles.  As always, I thank the 
contributors for sharing their material with us all.  I should point out that Part 2 of Alistair Watt’s article will appear in 
the June 2012 edition.  As it is twelve pages long, it is too big to include this time. 
 
A new DVD has been published by ‘Strike Force Entertainment’ entitled “Imperial Airways, the Definitive Newsreel 
History, 1924 – 1939.”  Although I don’t know the exact running time, it is quite long.  It contains some clips which have 
been included in previous films, such as the call at Sharjah (entitled ‘Desert Outpost’), but there are many others which 
are new to me.  It is available from Amazon, price £10-99. 
 
For those interested in Rhodesia and Nyasaland air mails, a very important CD-ROM has been issued by the Rhodesian 
Study Circle.  I have just sent off a review for the BAMS “Air Mail News” which is as follows, with apologies to those 
of you who will read it twice: 
 

RHODESIAN and NYASALAND AIRMAILS 
 

By Arthur Pratt, edited and updated by Christopher Cooksey.  Published by and available from the Rhodesian Study 
Circle.  CD-ROM: price £10 within U.K.; £12 outside U.K., inc. P. & P.  Write to: Dr. Christopher J. Cooksey, 7 The 
Leys, Basildon, Essex, SS16 4BN.  Email address: cooksey123@talktalk.net.  Make cheques payable to the Rhodesian 
Study Circle. 
 
Being a leading authority on the airmails of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland, the name of Arthur Pratt will be well-known to 
many collectors of the area.  Sadly, Arthur died in 2006 and his widow passed his archive to the Rhodesian Study Circle.  
For many years Arthur was a very active researcher of primary sources of information and thus his archive is a veritable 
treasure trove.  The information on the disc was obtained from Government Gazette Notices, Post Office Circulars, 
notices issued to staff at the Bulawayo Post Office and other papers seen in the National Archives, Harare, which Arthur 
visited in 1998.  Christopher Cooksey has done a fine job in presenting Arthur’s research findings in a very user-friendly 
format and he has updated some of the information. 
 
The disc contains a total of 442 pages plus 45 cover illustrations, covering the period from 1928 to 1973.  The 
information is divided into eleven sections which are as follows: 
 

1.  Northern Rhodesia air mail rates, 1931 – 1950.  A very comprehensive listing based on postal notices. (21 pages). 
2.  Southern Rhodesia air mail rates, 1931 – 1950.  A similar listing to Northern Rhodesia. (24 pages). 
3.  Southern Rhodesia air mail rates, 1965 – 1973. (14 pages). 
4.  Federation rates, October 1959.  (2 pages). 
5. Southern Rhodesia air mail routes and timetables, 1932 - 1950.  Includes the main I.A. African route and RANA 

feeder services.  Very detailed timetables which reflect the development of services.  (83 pages). 
6.  Postal Notices, 1932 - 1950.  Transcriptions of all Postal Notices, P.O. Circulars, Departmental Circulars.  (61 pages). 
7.  Nyasaland air mail service, 1932 – 1934.  (8 pages). 
8.  The Aero Field, 1937 – 1983.  Extracts of any information relating to the Rhodesias and Nyasaland.  (127 pages). 
9.  Arthur’s collection.  A detailed listing of the covers in Arthur’s collection to 1994. (28 pages). 
10.  Aerophilatelic literature.  Arthur’s very detailed listing of air mail literature.  (74 pages). 
11. Cover illustrations.  A range of first flight covers from Arthur’s and other collections.  (45 covers). 
 
It must be evident from the above that the disc contains a wealth of information.  Arthur was a most meticulous 
researcher who amassed an enormous amount of information which he readily shared with other collectors.  I wrote to 
him on a number of occasions and I always received very helpful and thorough replies very quickly.  The disc is an 
indispensible reference for collectors of the area and is a very fitting tribute to Arthur, who is much-missed.  I 
recommend this disc without any reservations; it is a ‘must have’ and very good value at the price. 
 

* * * *   Very important ~ please note the following:   * * * * 
 
Being December, it is the time to remind you that the subscription for 2012 is due.  The subscription rates are as follows: 
 
For a disc version:  £3 for UK residents; £5 for residents outside UK.         (Cheques payable to me please) 
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £12 for residents outside UK. 
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, using my email address shown opposite.) 
 
I’m afraid that yet again in this editorial I am going to be very grumpy by saying that if I do not receive your 
subscription, I shall assume that you have decided you no longer wish to receive the Gazette. 
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The Indian Ocean Route of BOAC/QANTAS, 1943-1945.  Part 1. 
 

By Alistair Watt 
    
Following the closure of the Horseshoe Route in early 1942, Australia was essentially cut off from an air mail 
postal service with the rest of the world.  The American military very quickly developed trans-Pacific routes. 
However, it was made very clear that this was to look after their own war related commitments and that they 
would not be providing much, if any, postal services for Australia. 
 
It was to take nearly eighteen months before a scheduled air postal service became available to ordinary 
Australians. This article is intended to detail this development and the role played by the wonderful Catalina 
flying boats operated by Qantas over the great expanses of the Indian Ocean. 
 
In 1939, the famous Australian aviator Capt P.G. Taylor was able to convince the Australian authorities to 
support an exploration flight across the Indian Ocean.  He had already picked the aircraft he wanted, the 
Catalina flying boat “Guba,” privately owned by the American millionaire, Richard Archbold. The flight 
crossed to Africa via Cocos Islands, Diego Garcia and the Seychelles. A range of philatelic covers from June 
1939 are available from this expedition1. The main and important conclusions were that the Consolidated 
Catalina flying boat was the ideal aircraft to do the job over the vast ocean distances and that the Cocos 
Islands could be developed as a base.  Then WW II commenced in September and the plans were shelved for a 
while. 
 
Preliminary flights 
 

Following the disastrous war events of early 1942, Catalinas again crossed the Indian Ocean. This time it was 
those remaining aircraft of the Dutch Maritime reconnaissance units retreating to Ceylon2. Five flights were 
made during June 1942, three aircraft made a stopover at Cocos. However, two aircraft made the first non-
stop crossings from Exmouth Gulf to Trincomalee.  It is possible that personal hand mail or military mail 
could have been carried on these flights. 

 
Later in 1942, these Dutch units were incorporated into RAF service as RAF Squadron 321 and by December 
of that year were prepared to undertake non-stop military flights out to Australia from Ceylon.  The first left 
China Bay on 16th December and flew into Exmouth Bay before continuing down to Perth.  The return was 
made Exmouth – Cocos Island – China Bay on 22nd /23rd December 1942, carrying a passenger. A second 
return crossing was undertaken a month later, with departure from China Bay on 14th January 1943 and return 
on 20th January.  For this flight we have the most interesting report that 66 pounds of mail was carried as well 
as passengers and cargo.  A third and final Dutch flight was made a few months later with departure from 
Ceylon on 28th April and arrival back on 20th May.  It will take some keen scrutiny if covers can be found 
from these flights as they will have to have a backstamp which shows a very quick transit time from Australia.  
I very much doubt if any contemporary routing superscriptions will be seen on covers due to military secrecy 
requirements.   
 
By March 1942 QANTAS faced an uncertain future, not only had the company suffered losses of aircrew and 
aircraft due to hostile action, but it had lost its principal air route.  But Hudson Fysh continued to have an eye 
on the future and from April 1942 he was pushing Australian authorities to consider a trans-Indian Ocean 
service using the proven Catalina flying boat3.  Initially this was to include the Cocos Islands as a stopover, 
however not only was the Government response discouraging, in some quarters of the Civil Aviation body 
there was downright opposition from some individuals involved. Nothing was to occur for a year until at last 
Fysh, on a visit to London in April 1943, was able to make progress but with the British Government!  His 
drive brought results.  The British would not only fund and supply the Catalinas through Lend Lease 
arrangements, but would also provide for QANTAS to actually operate them. Consequently these aircraft 
were registered G-AGFM, G-AGFL, etc. on the British civilian list as BOAC owned but were to be flown by 
Australian crews.  This great benefit to Australia did not necessarily endear Qantas to the authorities back 
home and the hostility against the new service was to continue for some months. 
 
In order to get operational bugs ironed out including flight plans, navigational arrangements, etc. it was agreed 
that the RAF would commence a series of development flights, gradually training Qantas crews before the 
latter could take over as a civilian outfit.  Consequently, and very quickly, the initial two Catalina aircraft  
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already in BOAC service were transferred to RAF 222 Group in Ceylon and the first of seven return Ceylon - 
Australia return flights commenced at the beginning of May. The decision was also made that the intermediate 
Cocos Islands were NOT to be utilised as a stopover, this was essentially to not give the Japanese a concrete 
reason for attacking them.  Also Exmouth Gulf was considered to be too exposed to provide a permanent 
flying boat base.  The route was therefore to be 5,650 kilometres (3,513 miles) non-stop! 
 
The non-stop first flight departed Kogalla, Ceylon on 3rd May 1943, arriving Perth the next day, the following 
flight was on May 13th and return crossings continuing almost weekly.  The final RAF flight, which was the 
delivery flight into Qantas hands, left Kogalla on 24th June and arrived Perth on the 25th June 1943.  The 
corresponding return flights to Ceylon not only allowed Qantas to build up the material to commence their 
operations from there, but also provided experience of the extraordinary long range 24 hours plus services.  
There would be no doubt that official and military mail would have been carried on these flights, as well as 
perhaps some troop mail but again these will have to be winkled out!  Collyer reports that indeed “an 
experimental (airgraph?) mail was despatched  by the Air Ministry on 25 May from Ceylon but it had not 
reached Canberra on 17th June, 22 days later”4. 
 
Qantas Begins the Double Sunrise Service 
 

The initial QANTAS flight finally departed Perth on the 29th June 1943.  This flight is actually recorded in the 
aircraft logbook as “Indian Ocean Mail.”  Mail may possibly have been carried but it was not the first official 
flight from Australia.  The first Qantas Indian Ocean eastward service is listed as 1Q1 and departed Kogalla, 
Ceylon, on 10th July 1943.  The corresponding westward first flight, 2Q1, did not leave Perth until 22nd July.  
Because of the extreme range there was a very clear need to make critical decisions regarding the payloads to 
be carried.  Right from the start mail being carried was strictly controlled and the new airgraph service was 
going to be the only method by which civilian airmail was to be handled. 
 
Australia-orientated collectors have been very lucky in that the principal actors at the time were keen 
aerophilatelists themselves. This not only included Hudson Fysh himself but also many of the senor aircrews 
who made the first flights! 
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The airgraph illustrated in Fig. 1 is held in the Qantas Founders Museum in Longreach, I have edited the 
image as it is unfortunately in bad condition.  However, it is clearly a souvenir item from Capt. W. Crowther, 
the Manager Western Operations and also a senior pilot to Capt. Lester Brain, the Qantas Operations 
Manager.  It has however a Company backstamp of 10th August 1943 which suggests that it was not carried on 
the first flight.  It is worth now referring to the table shown in Fig. 2.  This provides the main details of the 
first ten flights in each direction and was kindly provided to me by Mr. Des Sullivan of the Qantas Heritage 
Centre at Sydney Airport.  It shows us that in fact airgraph mail was not carried on 1Q1, the first eastbound 
service.  
 
Unfortunately these records from Qantas are, I am informed by Des, the only such detailed information in the 
company archive.  They are valuable however in showing the small amounts of airmail including airgraphs 
out of Australia at that time and also that there are portions of troop mail that could perhaps be located. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1 
 
 
Fig. 3 shows an airgraph which I believe was carried on the westward first flight 2Q1 to Kogalla which left 
Perth 22nd July.  The postmark is dated Adelaide, South Australia 15th July 1943.  The original airgraph form 
would have to have been censored, then sent first to Melbourne (16th) for processing onto film (17th) before 
been flown across the Australian continent to Perth, W.A. on internal ANA transport.  The 18th July 1943 was 
a Sunday so this mail would not have reached Perth until at least the 19th.   It is probable that the Post Office 
authorities would have made a special effort to place some mail at least onto this first flight.  The UK Post 
Office envelope in which the airgraph was delivered has a backstamp in the UK of 6th August 1943, proving a 
transit time of only 22 days from Adelaide.  The Air Ministry estimated that the transmission time from the 
UK to Perth for airgraph mail would be ten to twelve days plus an additional two days for the Perth to 
Melbourne Australian internal leg.  Processing time for films would be extra to this at each end. 
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Fig. 2 
 
 
 

Only 2lbs. of airgraphs, ie. around 9,000  letter images, were carried on the first westward flight.  It is worth 
bearing in mind the great advantage of this new service to keep people across the Empire in touch.  Even after 
reaching Ceylon, it was still a difficult and extended route to Britain via West Africa or the risky 
Mediterranean military flights.  Qantas records show that only 1lb, of airgraph mails, approximately 4,500 
images, were carried on 1Q2: the second service out of Kogalla.  However, 53lbs. of troop mail was also 
carried which gives something for we aerophilatelists to look out for. 
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The signature name the “Double Sunrise Route” came into use early in August and reflects the fact that these 
extraordinary flights went through two mornings during the 24 hours duration of eastbound services before 
arriving at Perth.  Hudson Fysh marked each passenger’s participation in a flight with the award of a special 
colour certificate. Most of the passengers were military personnel or politicians, apart from other VIPs such as 
Hudson Fysh himself.  An example certificate is shown in Fig. 4. 
 
During October 1943, BOAC/QANTAS received another two Catalinas and the once-weekly flights were 
increased to three times each fortnight in the middle of that month. Also, by December 25th 1943 BOAC had 
introduced a through service from the UK to Karachi using civilianised Sunderland flying boats5. Almost 
commensurately with this, QANTAS was able to extend its route through to Karachi, which involved an extra 
non-stop leg of 2,535 kilometres (1,574 miles). This enabled the closure of the very awkward gap on the air 
route from the UK to Australia on internal Indian air services.  Luckily again, the QANTAS aerophilatelists of 
the time were able to create relevant first flight covers. That shown in Fig. 5 was recently sold at a Leski 
Auction and possesses the necessary dates of November 3rd 1943 in Perth, a Karachi postmark of 6th 
November and finally  boomeranged back to Perth on 9th November 1943.  It was signed by pilot Crowther.  
Unfortunately I was outbid; if you out there have it please keep me in mind! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 5 
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Captain Smye gets angry with the Postmaster General 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
Captain T.A. Smye of Gosport was one of the aerophilatelists of the 1920s and 1930s who frequently prepared 
covers to be flown on first flights.  His covers, usually posted at Gosport or Portmouth and sometimes in 
Ireland, are usually not that attractive.  Typically his covers were small, of poor quality paper, were addressed 
in spidery writing, bore small stick-on pink or green labels noting details of the flight and were often sent at 
the printed papers rate. In December 1926 he attempted to get some covers flown on an Imperial Airways 
DH66 Hercules which was flying out to Egypt in readiness for the inauguration of Imperial Airways’ Cairo-
Baghdad-Basra service in early January 1927.  
 
On 18th December 1926 Imperial Airways DH66 Hercules G-EBMW left Croydon for Cairo, with Sir Sefton 
Brancker, Director General of Civil Aviation, on board. Two days later, on 20th December, a second 
Hercules, G-EBMY, followed.  On 26th December 1926 a third Hercules, G-EBMX, left Croydon on a survey 
flight to India, with Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for Air, and Lady Hoare as passengers. They arrived 
at Delhi on 8th January 1927.  (See Ed Wolf’s article in the IA Gazette, December 2005 for details of these 
flights).  
 
Captain Gladstone carried eight letters as unofficial mail on the 18th December flight to Cairo which were 
then flown by him from Khartoum to Kisumu; a cover signed by Brancker and flown to Cairo has also been 
recorded (see IA Gazette, December 2008).  No mail was carried on the 20th December flight. Some mail was 
carried unofficially on the survey flight to India. Captain Smye wanted to send mail on the 18th December 
flight from Croydon and prepared and posted some covers. The cover illustrated, addressed to Abadan, Persia 
(close to Basra, Iraq) was posted by Captain Smye at Gosport on 12th December 1926 and was cancelled 
again on the same day at nearby Portsmouth. The first line of Smye’s instructions on the pink label is illegible, 
the next two lines read: “....leaving England about 18th Dec.” His plans were thwarted by the Post Office. On 
the back of the cover (see illustration below) he has written: “Note. This cover is a souvenir of Post Office 
officialdom. It has not been ‘flown’. The first machines leaving England for the Cairo - Karachi air services 
carried no mails, & the Postmaster General refuses to ‘fly’ this cover. Copy of correspondence inside. T A 
Smye 15.2.’27.” The ‘correspondence’ inside is a carbon copy of a handwritten Post Office letter. 
Unfortunately the quality of the Post Office’s carbon ink matches the quality of a Smye cover and so the 
writing has faded with time and is partly illegible. The following can be deciphered: 
 

“General PO London EC11 16.12.26. Sir, I am directed by the Postmaster General to refer to the 
communication of 20th October last from PO of Iraq and to inform you that the Cairo-Karachi Air Mail 
Service. .............. furthermore I am to return the enclosed 51 covers (49 addressed to yourself c/o PM Cairo 
and 2 to H.V. Donaldson at Abadan, Persia marked for transmission by the proposed flight to Egypt this 
month. ............... informed that it is not proposed to dispatch mails by this or other similar special flights.” 
 
So Captain Smye’s plans came to nought and his time spent on preparing his covers and a total of 5/11d. spent 
on postage for 51 covers was wasted. 
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Shown below is the front of Laurence’s Captain Smye cover: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

An interesting test cover 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
Laurence sent the very unusual cover shown below which draws together two topics which have been the 
subjects of study in previous editions of the Gazette, i.e. test letters and I.A. station handstamps.  The cover 
bears a strike of the Basrah station handstamp: one which has not been recorded previously in the Gazette. 
 

Posted on 25 April 1939, it is puzzling why the cover was not received in Basrah until 8 May.  The first 
service which could have conveyed it was SE118 which departed Southampton 26 April and arrived Basrah 
28th.  After that services CE124, SE119, SE120, CE125, SE121 and CE126 all arrived at Basrah prior to the 
one which apparently carried it: SE122 which departed Southampton 6 May and arrived Basrah at 23.05 hours 
L.S.T. on the 7th.  So although a service did not arrive at Basrah on the 8th, the late arrival the previous day 
would explain why the cover was not received by the Station Superintendent until that morning. 
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Your Questions and Answers 
 
Although there are no new questions, I was very pleased to receive a number of answers to questions and 
requests raised in Issue No. 39.  Many thanks to all who have taken the trouble to respond. 
 
In his article on “Airmail between Britain and Djask, 1929,” (page 18) Bob Clark noted a cover to Bushire 
sent by Gertrude Collins, which appeared as lot 2 in the BAeF auction on 6 October 2006.  Duncan Crewe 
was the successful bidder and has kindly sent copies of the front and reverse, which are shown below. 
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Also in response to Bob Clark’s request in the same article, Laurence Kimpton wrote as follows: 
 

“Following Bob Clark’s article on page 18 of the June 2011 IA Gazette, in which he said it would be 
interesting to see other examples of airmail addressed to Djask, Bushire or Lingeh sent on IE1, the cover 
illustrated is addressed to Bushire.  It was postmarked at Newcastle on 28th March 1929 (the sender’s 
address on the back is the same as that on the cover to Djask shown in Bob’s article).  It was backstamped at 
Basra on 5 April and at Bushire on 8th April. As with the Djask cover, it was off-loaded at Basra and 
continued its journey by surface.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On page 21 of Issue No. 39, Bob Clark illustrated a cover from New Zealand to Milan and asked why it was 
off-loaded at Athens.  I have not received an answer to that question but Bob also asked what is the meaning 
of the 39-XVIII on the Milan backstamp?  To this Richard Beith responded as follows: 
 

“With regard to Bob’s cover to Milan on p.21, the “XVIII” part of the Milan cancellation represents the year 
according to the fascist calendar which dated from Mussolini’s march on Rome in October 1922. 
 

The same date can be found, for example, on the special First Flight cds for Lati’s South Atlantic service.” 
 
 
On page 32 of Issue No. 39, Simon Barlow illustrated a cover sent by The Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta to 
Chas. Griffiths and asked who he was.  Jeffrey Brown responded as follows: 
 

“Chas. Griffiths was the Hon. Secretary to The Aero Philatelic Club of Calcutta.  All the covers that I have 
seen are addressed to him.  Some of their cards bear a photo of him and his committee on the reverse, but I 
think that mine must be in a batch of covers that have gone off to auction.  The Club and Griffiths were, of 
course, rivals to Stephen Smith’s Indian Air Mail Society.  There is the strong impression that there was not 
too much love lost between these organizations!” 
 
 
On page 4 of Issue no. 39, John Berridge asked for numbers seen on FF covers carried on the first I.A. U.K. to 
Australia service in December 1934.  Dave Morton of Cape Town replied to John as follows: 
 

“With regard to your article on page 4 – I have four commemorative covers numbered; 3319; 4205; 7974 and 
11592. What is interesting is that the cover numbered 11592 is smaller than the other three and it was posted 
from Nyasaland to Melbourne on 5 December 1934.” 
 
 
Once again, thank you to all who replied.  Please keep the responses coming. 
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South African Post Office Air Mail Brochure 
 

Material provided by Stafford Burnett-Hurst 
 
Stafford very kindly sent the brochure shown on the following pages.  He wrote saying that the brochure is of 
great sentimental value to him because it was given to him by his father after they had watched the mail ‘plane 
arrive at Salisbury (yes, he was there in 1934).  They would then go, about an hour later, to the post office to 
collect the mail: what a service! 
 
The original is in two shades of blue, printed on ivory paper and is dated August 1934.  Being of South 
African origin, it was produced in both English and Afrikaans; I am showing only the English pages (except 
the cover).  It contains a wealth of information and is a very rare item. 
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An unusual R.A.N.A. cover 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
Duncan kindly sent scans of the front and reverse of this August 1935 first flight R.A.N.A. cover flown from 
Beira to Salisbury.  It is very unusual because it is addressed to Dennis Handover at Imperial Airways.  
Neither Duncan nor I have seen any other examples of mail so addressed.  It was flown to Salisbury by 
R.A.N.A. on 3 August and from there by I.A. service AN261, which departed the same day and arrived 
Croydon 11th: a Sunday; cover delivered to I.A. offices 08.30 Monday morning as per clock backstamp. 
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First New Zealand Air Mail Acceptances for Africa, 1932 
 

By Robert Clark 
 

Introduction 
 

From June 1932, air mail was accepted from New Zealand for Africa.  A special purple cachet was applied on 
the first acceptance from Auckland on 30th June and a green cachet on the first acceptance from Wellington on 
15th July [1]. 
 
The mail left Auckland on 30th June on the Makura and arrived in Sydney on 4th July.  It then went from 
Sydney to Adelaide by rail, from Adelaide to Colombo on the Mooltan on 7th July – 21st July and from there 
on the Taliamannar – Dhanushkodi ferry to India and then by rail to Karachi [2].  The air route from Karachi 
involved a connection between the Karachi - London and the London - Cape Town routes which, since 
October 1931, had separated at Athens. 
 
The Karachi to Tiberias leg of the India - London route was flown by the new HP 42 airliners.  The mail left 
Karachi on 27th July on service IW 173 and was flown to Jask.  On 28th July, it was flown from Jask to Basra 
and on 29th July to Baghdad and Tiberias (Galilee) [3].  At Tiberias, the mail for London was unloaded and 
taken to Haifa by car from where it was flown to Athens by Kent flying boat.  However, as the HP 42s were 
based in Cairo, a Tiberias to Cairo link service had been set up and so the mail for Africa remained on the 
plane at Tiberias and was flown from there to Cairo on 30th July. 
 
Mail to Sudan 
 

At Cairo, the mail joined the London - Cape Town service on 31st July and was flown to Khartoum by an AW 
Argosy arriving on 1st August.  From Khartoum, the mail was flown by a Short S8 Calcutta flying boat to Juba 
in Sudan on 2nd August.  The postage rate to Sudan was an airmail surcharge of 4d. plus 1d. surface. 
 
The cover in Figures 1a and 1b is one of 48 acceptances to Khartoum [1].  On arrival in Cairo, it was 
backstamped Caire Par Avion on 30th July.  Although the flight from Cairo arrived in Khartoum on 1st August, 
the cover has a travelling post office transit mark Shellal - Halfa TPO dated 6th August which means that the 
Khartoum mail was carried on at least part of its journey from Cairo by surface.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1a: New Zealand to Khartoum 
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Figure 1b: New Zealand to Khartoum transit marks on reverse 
 
It was common for collectors to send letters on first flights addressed to themselves c/o The Post Office with 
instructions that if they were not picked up then they were to be returned to the sender. That is the case with 
this cover.  It has several interesting features concerning the return: 
 

• Par Avion is scored out to indicate that the airmail part of the journey was over, 
• a cachet ‘Returned to sender for reasons stated’, 
• an initialled manuscript in red ‘Passed the fixed period’, 
• a Khartoum postmark dated 16th Sep indicating that it was held at the Post Office in Khartoum for 

more than a month before the decision was made to return it, 
• a backstamp at Port Sudan on the Red Sea on 19th September showing the start of the sea route taken 

on the return journey. 
 

There is no indication of when it eventually arrived back in New Zealand. 
 
 
Mail to Belgian Congo 
 

The cover in Figures 2a and 2b is addressed to the Belgian Congo. It is franked with 1s. 1½d. which suggests 
that it was made up of 11d. airmail surcharge plus 2½d. surface postage to a foreign country.  The dates 
suggest that the cover was off-loaded at Juba on 2nd August and carried by surface to Aba in the Belgian 
Congo where a transit mark was applied on 4th August.  From there it went by surface to Stanleyville where it 
was backstamped on 7th August. 
 
The cover is obviously philatelic in nature as it was both sent by, and is addressed to, the well known New 
Zealand aero-philatelist Alex Paterson.  It has a Non reclame cachet on the back and a Retour a l'envoyeur and 
a REBUT cachet on the front along with a red Retour in manuscript. There is a second Stanleyville postmark 
on the front dated 25th October and an Elisabethville transit mark on 14th November suggesting that its return 
journey was via South Africa.  Finally, there is a Wellington dead letter office on 28th December, six months 
after it had been posted. 
 
 
Mail to Uganda 
 

The flight from Juba to Kisumu (Kenya) via Port Bell (Uganda) was on 3rd August.  The cover in Figure 3 was 
off-loaded at Port Bell on 3rd August and taken to Kampala where it was backstamped later that day at 4pm. 
The airmail surcharge for Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika was 10d. in addition to the surface rate of 1d.  
There were 175 acceptances from New Zealand for Sudan, Kenya, Uganda or Tanganyika [1]. 
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Figure 2a: New Zealand to Belgian Congo 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2b: New Zealand to Belgian Congo transit marks on reverse 
 
 
 
Mail to Northern Rhodesia 
 

On 3rd August, the mail was transferred from the Calcutta flying boat to a DH 66 and flown from Kisumu to 
Nairobi.  On 4th – 5th August, the mail was flown to Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia.  The cover in Figures 4a 
and 4b was off-loaded on 5th August at Broken Hill in Northern Rhodesia where it was backstamped at 4pm. 
The airmail surcharge to Zanzibar, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland and Portuguese East Africa 
was 11d. 
 
The cover has a second backstamp dated 11th October indicating when it started its return journey. There were 
202 acceptances for Rhodesia or Nyasaland [1]. 
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Figure 3: New Zealand to Uganda 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4a: New Zealand to Broken Hill 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4b: New Zealand to Broken Hill transit marks on reverse 
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Mail to South Africa 
 

The mail was flown from Salisbury to Johannesburg on 6th August and on to Cape Town on 7th August where 
the cover in Figure 5 was backstamped at 6 pm. 
 
The airmail surcharge to South Africa and South West Africa was 1s. 1d. There were 153 acceptances from 
New Zealand for South or South West Africa [1].  Like the cover to the Belgian Congo, this cover was sent by 
and to Alex Paterson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: New Zealand to Cape Town 
 
 
 
Acceptances from Wellington 
 

The cover in Figure 6 was sent on the first acceptance of mail from Wellington which was carried on the 
Maunganui to Sydney on 15th – 19th July, by rail to Adelaide and then on the Corfu from Adelaide to Colombo 
21st July – 3rd August and from there by surface to Karachi [2].  It has a special cachet in green and was flown 
from Karachi to Cairo on 11th – 13th August on service IW 175 [3].  It was then flown from Cairo to Wadi 
Halfa on 14th August, to Khartoum on 15th August, to Juba on 16th August, to Kisumu on 17th August where 
the mail was transferred from the Calcutta flying boat to a DH 66 Hercules before being flown on to Nairobi. 
 
From there it was flown on 18th August to Mbeya and on 19th August to Broken Hill (Northern Rhodesia) 
where it was off-loaded and backstamped. 
 
The total number of acceptances from Wellington to all destinations was only 256. Of these, 46 were for 
Rhodesia or Nyasaland [1]. 
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Figure 6: Wellington to Broken Hill 
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The striking photograph below was kindly provided by Duncan Crewe.  It shows HP42s at Croydon with 
Horatius in the foreground and Heracles in the background. 
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The City of Washington Crash 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
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Imperial Airways & Indian Trans-Continental Airways Leaflet 
 

Material provided by Mike Stephenson 
 

Mike kindly sent copies of this very attractive and unusual I.A. and Indian Trans-Continental Airways leaflet. 
The printer’s footnote on the second page indicates the leaflet was published in April 1934. 
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Returned Postal Packets 
 

By Stan Wheatcroft 
 
This item from Stan arrived after I had produced the “Questions and Answers” pages (10 – 11) in which I said 
there were no questions for this addition.  However, Stan has now posed one responses would be welcome. 
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Imperial Airways’ Ticket? 
 

By John Berridge 
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Gambeila: a little known British Empire enclave in Ethiopia 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 

Sudan is a country which is popular with collectors of air mail but very little has been written about Gambeila, 
which was a small British enclave in Ethiopia whose post office used only Sudanese stamps.  The only 
philatelic literature relating to the enclave I have seen was an article written by Norman Cape1 back in 1982. 
 
Zewde2 describes Gambeila as a small police and trading post, granted to Britain by a treaty ratified with the 
Ethiopian Emperor Menelik on 15 May 1902.  It is situated approximately 100 miles from the Sudan border 
inside Ethiopia on the Baro River (known as the Sobat on the Sudan side) and in the 1930s was a quadrilateral 
enclave of 1,000 metres.  A post office was opened in 1915 which continued until 1 January 1956, when 
Sudan became independent.  The British Colonial in charge at Gambeila handled all the mail.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
 
The cover shown in figure 1 was posted in Gambeila on 9 July 1937: exactly one week after the introduction 
of the 15 mils. per ½ oz. E.A.M.S. rate.  It has a Malakal backstamp of 14 July.  According to Stagg3 
connection with Malakal was by a river service which was both irregular and seasonal.  During the flood 
season (May to September) a Sudan steamer made the journey, and this would have carried the cover, but at 
other times a fortnightly canoe service carried mail from Gambeila to Nasir, from where it went by steamer to 
Malakal.  (See map in figure 2).  From Malakal, the cover was flown to Southampton, probably by I.A. 
service DN4 which departed in the afternoon of 14 July and arrived Southampton 17th.  The 14 July Malakal 
backstamp is not timed, so it is possible that the cover missed DN4 and was carried by DN5. 
 
Cape’s version of the conveyance of mail to Malakal differs slightly from Stagg’s.  He wrote, “The river could 
rise or fall 20 feet depending on the rains in Ethiopia.  Four annual boat trips only to Gambeila were normal 
and, of course, postal business was always light.  In between these boats, some postal connection was made by 
canoe to Nasir which had lorry contact with Malakal.” 
 
Italy began an invasion of Ethiopia in October 1935 and by May 1936 the whole country was in Italian hands.  
In October 1937, the Italians opened a post office at Gambeila on the opposite bank of the Baro River to the 
British enclave. 
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Immediately Italy declared war, in June 1940, the British had to leave Gambeila and the size of the operation 
can be judged from the fact that the evacuation was accomplished using only four dug-out canoes, which 
included police wives and children!  Little wonder that very few covers from Gambeila are seen. 
 

The Italian occupation of Gambeila came to an end in June 1941, when the village was relieved by a mixture 
of Belgian, South African and Sudanese troops.  With the return of the British, a small landing strip was 
constructed, although it could hardly be described as permanent.  It was essential to keep the wireless 
operating for on receipt of the estimated time of arrival of an aircraft, all manpower was mobilized to clear 
and scythe down the grass on the runway. 
 

The cover shown in figure 3 was posted in Gambeila on 18 August 1944.  It has no backstamps.  It is franked 
at the correct 100 mils. per 5 grms. air mail rate to the U.S.A. via the Pan American Airways South Atlantic 
route.  Perhaps it was flown to Malakal, where it was opened and resealed by a censor, and from there it 
would have been flown to West Africa by either B.O.A.C. or Sabena to connect with P.A.A. to Miami. 
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Article from “Popular Mechanics,” November 1935 
 

Material provided by Bryan Dudley-Stamp 
 
Bryan kindly sent the following five pages from the publication above which provide a graphic picture of 
Imperial Airways’ operations at the time. 
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