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Editorial

Another December edition, so | take this opporiutotwish you all a very Happy Christmas and athgaNew Year.

| was just about able to fill this edition whichhépe you will agree, has a good range of articks.always, | thank the
contributors for sharing their material with us. allshould point out that Part 2 of Alistair Wattrticle will appear in
the June 2012 edition. As it is twelve pages ldinig,too big to include this time.

A new DVD has been published by ‘Strike Force Baiament’ entitled “Imperial Airways, the DefinittvNewsreel
History, 1924 — 1939.” Although | don’t know thgaet running time, it is quite long. It contairen®e clips which have
been included in previous films, such as the da8tzarjah (entitled ‘Desert Outpost’), but there arany others which
are new to me. It is available from Amazon, pfid®-99.

For those interested in Rhodesia and Nyasalanchails, a very important CD-ROM has been issuedhiegyRhodesian
Study Circle. | have just sent off a review foe tRAMS “Air Mail News” which is as follows, with apogies to those
of you who will read it twice:

RHODESIAN and NYASALAND AIRMAILS

By Arthur Pratt, edited and updated by ChristopBeoksey. Published by and available from the RbiaseStudy
Circle. CD-ROM: price £10 within U.K.; £12 outsid&K., inc. P. & P. Write to: Dr. Christopher Jo@ksey, 7 The
Leys, Basildon, Essex, SS16 4BN. Email addressksmyl123@talktalk.net Make cheques payable to the Rhodesian
Study Circle.

Being a leading authority on the airmails of theoBissias and Nyasaland, the name of Arthur Pratbeitvell-known to
many collectors of the area. Sadly, Arthur die@®®6 and his widow passed his archive to the RéiadeStudy Circle.
For many years Arthur was a very active researcherimary sources of information and thus his arelis a veritable
treasure trove. The information on the disc watiobd from Government Gazette Notices, Post Offideulars,
notices issued to staff at the Bulawayo Post Officd other papers seen in the National Archivesatdawhich Arthur
visited in 1998. Christopher Cooksey has don@e jfob in presenting Arthur’s research findingsinery user-friendly
format and he has updated some of the information.

The disc contains a total of 442 pages plus 45 rcdlestrations, covering the period from 1928 t878. The
information is divided into eleven sections which as follows:

. Northern Rhodesia air mail rates, 1931 — 198®ery comprehensive listing based on postal esti€21 pages).

. Southern Rhodesia air mail rates, 1931 — 1956imilar listing to Northern Rhodesia. (24 pages)

. Southern Rhodesia air mail rates, 1965 — 1@ZBpages).

. Federation rates, October 1959. (2 pages).

. Southern Rhodesia air mail routes and timetaldl@82 - 1950. Includes the main I.A. African @wnd RANA
feeder services. Very detailed timetables whidlecethe development of services. (83 pages).

. Postal Notices, 1932 - 1950. TranscriptionalbiPostal Notices, P.O. Circulars, Departmenied@ars. (61 pages).

. Nyasaland air mail service, 1932 — 1934. @esa

. The Aero Field, 1937 — 1983. Extracts of arfgimation relating to the Rhodesias and Nyasaldt@7 pages).
. Arthur’s collection. A detailed listing of tre@vers in Arthur’s collection to 1994. (28 pages).

10 Aerophilatelic literature. Arthur’s very diéal listing of air mail literature. (74 pages).

11. Cover illustrations. A range of first flightwers from Arthur’s and other collections. (45 ems).
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It must be evident from the above that the disctaios a wealth of information. Arthur was a mosgticulous
researcher who amassed an enormous amount of @tiormwhich he readily shared with other collectotswrote to
him on a number of occasions and | always receingg helpful and thorough replies very quickly. eTdisc is an
indispensible reference for collectors of the asmal is a very fitting tribute to Arthur, who is ntumissed. |
recommend this disc without any reservations; & igwust have’ and very good value at the price.

* * % *  \/ery important ~ please note the following: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you tiat $ubscription for 2012 is due. The subscriptaias are as follows:

For a disc version: £3 for UK residents; £5 faidents outside UK. (Cheques payable tplmase)
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £12résidents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggemgil address shown opposite.)

I'm afraid that yet again in this editorial | amigg to be very grumpy by saying that if | do notewe your
subscription, | shall assume that you have decigeidho longer wish to receive the Gazette
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Thelndian Ocean Route of BOAC/QANTAS, 1943-1945. Part 1.
By Alistair Watt

Following the closure of the Horseshoe Route ityeE®42, Australia was essentially cut off fromainmail
postal service with the rest of the world. The Aicen military very quickly developed trans-Pacifautes.
However, it was made very clear that this was bk lafter their own war related commitments and thay
would not be providing much, if any, postal sergifer Australia.

It was to take nearly eighteen months before adidbd air postal service became available to orgina
Australians. This article is intended to detaiktbievelopment and the role played by the wondé&aiblina
flying boats operated by Qantas over the greatresgmof the Indian Ocean.

In 1939, the famous Australian aviator Capt P.Gyldrawas able to convince the Australian authasitie
support an exploration flight across the Indian &ce He had already picked the aircraft he wantieel,
Catalina flying boat “Guba,” privately owned by tlenerican millionaire, Richard Archbold. The flight
crossed to Africa via Cocos Islands, Diego Garaid the Seychelles. A range of philatelic coversnfriune
1939 are available from this expedittoThe main and important conclusions were that@besolidated
Catalina flying boat was the ideal aircraft to dhe fob over the vast ocean distances and that tioesC
Islands could be developed as a base. Then Wéhihtenced in September and the plans were shelved fo
while.

Preliminary flights

Following the disastrous war events of early 194&alinas again crossed the Indian Ocean. Thisitimas

those remaining aircraft of the Dutch Maritime negaissance units retreating to CeyldRive flights were
made during June 1942, three aircraft made a sepatvCocos. However, two aircraft made the fiah-n
stop crossings from Exmouth Gulf to Trincomaleé¢.islpossible that personal hand mail or militargilm
could have been carried on these flights.

Later in 1942, these Dutch units were incorporatéal RAF service as RAF Squadron 321 and by Decembe
of that year were prepared to undertake non-stdipanyi flights out to Australia from Ceylon. Thadt left
China Bay on 18 December and flew into Exmouth Bay before contiguilown to Perth. The return was
made Exmouth — Cocos Island — China Bay off 223¢ December 1942, carrying a passenger. A second
return crossing was undertaken a month later, dégparture from China Bay on"4anuary 1943 and return
on 20" January. For this flight we have the most inténgsreport tha6 pounds of mail was carried as well
as passengers and cargo. A third and final Duightfwas made a few months later with departuoenfr
Ceylon on 28 April and arrival back on 2DMay. It will take some keen scrutiny if coversndae found
from these flights as they will have to have a Istap which shows a very quick transit time fronsthalia.

| very much doubt if any contemporary routing sspeptions will be seen on covers due to militaggrecy
requirements.

By March 1942 QANTAS faced an uncertain future, owly had the company suffered losses of aircreav an
aircraft due to hostile action, but it had lostgtencipal air route. But Hudson Fysh continuedhéwe an eye

on the future and from April 1942 he was pushingthalian authorities to consider a trans-Indian dce
service using the proven Catalina flying Boalnitially this was to include the Cocos Islarasa stopover,
however not only was the Government response diagmg, in some quarters of the Civil Aviation body
there was downright opposition from some individgualolved. Nothing was to occur for a year untileest
Fysh, on a visit to London in April 1943, was ahltemake progress but with tigritish Government! His
drive brought results. The British would not orflynd and supply the Catalinas through Lend Lease
arrangements, but would also provide for QANTASatiually operate them. Consequently these aircraft
were registered G-AGFM, G-AGFL, etc. on tBetish civilian list as BOAC owned but were to be flown b
Australian crews. This great benefit to Australid not necessarily endear Qantas to the autheiitéck
home and the hostility against the new servicetowasntinue for some months.

In order to get operational bugs ironed out inatgdiight plans, navigational arrangements, etwas agreed
that the RAF would commence a series of developrfighits, gradually training Qantas crews before th
latter could take over as a civilian outfit. Coggently, and very quickly, the initial two Catalinacraft
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already in BOAC service were transferred to RAF &28up in Ceylon and the first of seven return Gaw
Australia return flights commenced at the beginrohilay. The decision was also made that the inteiiate
Cocos Islands were NOT to be utilised as a stopdkier was essentially to not give the Japanesmarete
reason for attacking them. Also Exmouth Gulf wassidered to be too exposed to provide a permanent
flying boat base. The route was therefore to B8Gkilometres (3,513 miles) non-stop!

The non-stop first flight departed Kogalla, Ceytam3® May 1943, arriving Perth the next day, the followi
flight was on May 13 and return crossings continuing almost weekly.e Tihal RAF flight, which was the
delivery flight into Qantas hands, left Kogalla 24" June and arrived Perth on the"2fune 1943. The
corresponding return flights to Ceylon not onlyoaled Qantas to build up the material to commene# th
operations from there, but also provided experievfcthe extraordinary long range 24 hours plusisesy
There would be no doubt that official and militanail would have been carried on these flights, el as
perhaps some troop mail but again these will havée winkled out! Collyer reports that indeed “an
experimental (airgraph?) mail was despatched byAtin Ministry on 25 May from Ceylon but it had not
reached Canberra on"13une, 22 days latét”

Qantas Beqins the Double Sunrise Service

The initial QANTAS flight finally departed Perth dhe 29" June 1943. This flight is actually recorded ia th
aircraft logbook as “Indian Ocean Mail.” Mail magssibly have been carried but it was not the diffstial
flight from Australia. The first Qantas Indian @eeeastward service is listed as 1Q1 and deparedllq,
Ceylon, on 10 July 1943. The corresponding westward first fj@Q1, did not leave Perth until ¥2uly.
Because of the extreme range there was a very rodem to make critical decisions regarding the gegs to
be carried. Right from the start mail being cafneas strictly controlled and the new airgraph ®erwas
going to be the only method by which civilian aiihveas to be handled.

Australia-orientated collectors have been very yuak that the principal actors at the time were rkee
aerophilatelists themselves. This not only includieaison Fysh himself but also many of the senarais
who made the first flights!

MiTeorooGICAL  REPORT
&

FuaHT PLas
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Figure &.5: Meteorological Report and Flight Plan, RAAF Form A7 used on the QEA Double Sunrise
services. Flight forecasts were radioed Lo the aircrafl as they approached each of the 12 zones. The Cocos
Islands lay to the right of track in Zone &, RAAF Historical Section.
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The airgraph illustrated in Fig. 1 is held in thanfas Founders Museum in Longreach, | have edited t
image as it is unfortunately in bad condition. Hwer, it is clearly a souvenir item from Capt. Wo®ther,

the Manager Western Operations and also a senior o Capt. Lester Brain, the Qantas Operations
Manager. It has however a Company backstamp ®AL@ust 1943 which suggests that it was not cawied
the first flight. It is worth now referring to th@ble shown in Fig. 2. This provides the mairadetof the
first ten flights in each direction and was kinglsovided to me by Mr. Des Sullivan of the Qantasitdge
Centre at Sydney Airport. It shows us that in faictjiraph mail was not carried on 1Q1, the firstieaund
service.

Unfortunately these records from Qantas are, Ir#orined by Des, the only such detailed informatiothe
company archive. They are valuable however in ghgwhe small amounts of airmail including airgraph
out of Australia at that time and also that theee@ortions of troop mail that could perhaps bated.

| : Cescrto, 1ot duly, 1963,
| Capk- BARIn.

ESSNE Ba P o
5_.‘.9".::*.."”-. ...:.;.mmHﬁ
E’ﬁ m“ wiher I:‘H‘EH‘:: 'Tml
; ‘m'tl'ﬁm Hﬁﬂimﬂi_“

Yeurs rineerely,

Fig. 1

Fig. 3 shows an airgraph which | believe was cdroe the westward first flight 2Q1 to Kogalla whilett
Perth 22° July. The postmark is dated Adelaide, South Alistr15" July 1943. The original airgraph form
would have to have been censored, then sent dirstelbourne (18) for processing onto film (1} before
been flown across the Australian continent to P&sttA. on internal ANA transport. The #8uly 1943 was

a Sunday so this mail would not have reached Reriihat least the I® It is probable that the Post Office
authorities would have made a special effort taglaome mail at least onto this first flight. THK Post
Office envelope in which the airgraph was delivened a backstamp in the UK df Bugust 1943, proving a
transit time of only 22 days from Adelaide. The Ministry estimated that the transmission timenirthe

UK to Perth for airgraph mail would be ten to tweldays plus an additional two days for the Perth to
Melbourne Australian internal leg. Processing tiorefilms would be extra to this at each end.



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2(0$8ue 40)

AFFENDIX "B"
A3 EMPIRE AXS 2
LONG RANGE OPERATIONS,
ASTBEOU
Sexvice No. Date Zime in Mr | N, of |Freight Halls - | Othar
: - passen- H& o | Mails
Enrs
191 10/11 July | 87 hrs 40 mins | - - - 51,5 1bs | -
|
1932 21/q8 * g7 " g * 1 = 1 1b, 7% * |53 1b,
193 29/30 * 2 " 350 * 2 - B " 185 n [nEQP]
194 2/5 g, |28 " 50 * - ~ P 150 * &
195 s 26 = g7 " - - 15 " 548 v -
1 E L] t . " " "
q 17/18 28 47 " i - 12 507 P -
197 2425 " 27 " &5 n Py - i " g1g ® -
Special ferry
ﬂzlm-".]’-nt”m e 5 % 46 " 2 = | - 2 " =
Wames"-Ferth 30/51 * 4 " 58 * - - - - ——
198 30/31 ¢ 5 " 30 ™ 2 - 5 ais " -
198 6/7 Bept, |27 " 48 1 - i5 ® 08 " -
14910 13/14 ® 8% " 8 v - - 5 " 650 ¢ -
EESTBOUMND !
agi 22/28 July | 98 hrs 56 mins 2 51bs | 2 1b. I 18 1b. -
coy's
storea,
2Q3 8/a9 28 * 50 " - O 1ba, | 2 % a7 = -
coy's
) . stores.
295 5/8 Aug. 28 " 38 » - 56 1bs. | 2 " g7 m -
2q4 18/15 » 26 " 58 " 2 588 lbe,| 2 " | ez v -
205 ig/20 » 2 " ar " 1 91bs. | 2 " 55 n -
coy'a
o ;
2086 25/98 ™ 28 " pp w 2 Ifﬂh i ! 3§ » -
2Q7 51 Aug.- 2 " a8 5 135 lbae,| 2 " 108 © -
1 Sept. coy's
stores,
248 8/9 Sept. 27 * g8 " 2 £ g = 1w -
2q9 16/17 " 1 {126 1be.| 2 * ™ * lsowm.
aoy's Troap)
stores.

Fig. 2

Only 2Ibs. of airgraphs, ie. around 9,000 letteages, were carried on the first westward flightis worth
bearing in mind the great advantage of this newiseto keep people across the Empire in touchenEafter
reaching Ceylon, it was still a difficult and extld route to Britain via West Africa or the risky
Mediterranean military flights. Qantas recordsvghbat only 1lb, of airgraph mails, approximatelyp@0
images, were carried on 1Q2: the second servicefoldibgalla. However, 53Ibs. of troop mail wasaals
carried which gives something for we aerophilatglis look out for.
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Fig. 3

The signature name the “Double Sunrise Route” caeeuse early in August and reflects the fact thase
extraordinary flights went through two mornings idgrthe 24 hours duration of eastbound servicesrbef
arriving at Perth. Hudson Fysh marked each passsngarticipation in a flight with the award ofspecial
colour certificate. Most of the passengers werd&amyl personnel or politicians, apart from otheP¥Isuch as
Hudson Fysh himself. An example certificate isvehdn Fig. 4.

During October 1943, BOAC/QANTAS received anothsp tCatalinas and the once-weekly flights were
increased to three times each fortnight in the teidd that month. Also, by December™5943 BOAC had
introduced a through service from the UK to Karasking civilianised Sunderland flying boat#lmost
commensurately with this, QANTAS was able to extgadoute through to Karachi, which involved arrax
non-stop leg of 2,535 kilometres (1,574 miles).sTénabled the closure of the very awkward gap erath
route from the UK to Australia on internal Indiain services. Luckily again, the QANTAS aerophilatis of
the time were able to create relevant first fligbtvers. That shown in Fig. 5 was recently sold aeski
Auction and possesses the necessary dates of Neve#ib1943 in Perth, a Karachi postmark df 6
November and finally boomeranged back to Pert8'dhovember 1943. It was signed by pilot Crowther.
Unfortunately | was outbid; if you out there havplease keep me in mind!
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Fig. 5
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Captain Smye getsangry with the Postmaster Gener al
By Laurence Kimpton

Captain T.A. Smye of Gosport was one of the aetafatists of the 1920s and 1930s who frequentlypaired
covers to be flown on first flights. His coversually posted at Gosport or Portmouth and sometimes
Ireland, are usually not that attractive. Typigdllis covers were small, of poor quality paper,eveddressed
in spidery writing, bore small stick-on pink or grelabels noting details of the flight and weresnfsent at
the printed papers rate. In December 1926 he atesimp get some covers flown on an Imperial Airways
DH66 Hercules which was flying out to Egypt in resbs for the inauguration of Imperial Airways’ @ai
Baghdad-Basra service in early January 1927.

On 18th December 1926 Imperial Airways DH66 HersuleEBMW left Croydon for Cairo, with Sir Sefton
Brancker, Director General of Civil Aviation, on dral. Two days later, on 20th December, a second
Hercules, G-EBMY, followed. On 26th December 182ird Hercules, G-EBMX, left Croydon on a survey
flight to India, with Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretafystate for Air, and Lady Hoare as passengers. Hngyed

at Delhi on 8th January 1927. (See Ed Wolf's atin the IA Gazette, December 2005 for detailsheflse
flights).

Captain Gladstone carried eight letters as unafficiail on the 18th December flight to Cairo whighre
then flown by him from Khartoum to Kisumu; a covgned by Brancker and flown to Cairo has also been
recorded (see IA Gazette, December 2008). Nowsslcarried on the 20th December flight. Some masd
carried unofficially on the survey flight to Indi@aptain Smye wanted to send mail on the 18th Dbeem
flight from Croydon and prepared and posted sonverso The cover illustrated, addressed to Abadarsi#®
(close to Basra, Iraq) was posted by Captain Smy@ogport on 12th December 1926 and was cancelled
again on the same day at nearby Portsmouth. Tétdifie of Smye’s instructions on the pink labellegible,

the next two lines read: “....leaving England abb&th Dec.” His plans were thwarted by the Postd®ffOn

the back of the cover (see illustration below) las fritten: “Note.This cover is a souvenir of Post Office
officialdom. It has not been ‘flown’. The first maiaes leaving England for the Cairo - Karachi &irvices
carried no mails, & the Postmaster General refuséBy’ this cover. Copy of correspondence insideA
Smye 15.2.°27.” The ‘correspondence’ inside is abom copy of a handwritten Post Office letter.
Unfortunately the quality of the Post Office’s canbink matches the quality of a Smye cover andhso t
writing has faded with time and is partly illegiblEhe following can be deciphered:

“General PO London EC11 16.12.26. Sir, | am dirdctyy the Postmaster General to refer to the
communication of 20th October last from PO of laed to inform you that the Cairo-Karachi Air Mail

Service. ............. furthermore | am to retthie enclosed 51 covers (49 addressed to yourseP k¥ Cairo
and 2 to H.V. Donaldson at Abadan, Persia markedrémsmission by the proposed flight to Egypt this
month. ............... informed that it is not posed to dispatch mails by this or other similarcsdédlights.”

So Captain Smye’s plans came to nought and hisgpeat on preparing his covers and a total of 5/4fent
on postage for 51 covers was wasted.
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Shown below is the front of Laurence’s Captain Sicxyeer:

An interesting test cover
By Laurence Kimpton

Laurence sent the very unusual cover shown belowhmiraws together two topics which have been the
subjects of study in previous editions of the G&zete. test letters and |.A. station handstampke cover
bears a strike of the Basrah station handstampwbigh has not been recorded previously in the Gaze

Posted on 25 April 1939, it is puzzling why the epwas not received in Basrah until 8 May. Thetfir
service which could have conveyed it was SE118 whieparted Southampton 26 April and arrived Basrah
28th. After that services CE124, SE119, SE120,Z8E8E121 and CE126 all arrived at Basrah prighéo
one which apparently carried it: SE122 which deggh&outhampton 6 May and arrived Basrah at 23.08ho
L.S.T. on the 7th. So although a service did movea at Basrah on the 8th, the late arrival thevipus day
would explain why the cover was not received byStation Superintendent until that morning.

Test Cover. il L;, ] l?fr"i
= Lo 1:':, £,
(l 25 1y %9) 2|
e o
(O A NS W s

Station Supt.,

WAt Imperial Airways, Ltd.,
Nergil ™eil Airport,
f;}" . Margil,
BASRAH,

@/SD '—f ) ||‘

/&“go/ 575737 .

TRAQ.
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Your Questionsand Answers

Although there are no new questions, | was veraged to receive a number of answers to questioths an
requests raised in Issue No. 39. Many thankd wetad have taken the trouble to respond.

In his article on “Airmail between Britain and Diasl929,” (page 18) Bob Clark noted a cover to Bash
sent by Gertrude Collins, which appeared as lat thé BAeF auction on 6 October 2006. Duncan Crewe

was the successful bidder and has kindly sent sagithe front and reverse, which are shown below.
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Also in response to Bob Clark’s request in the sartiele, Laurence Kimpton wrote as follows:

“Following Bob Clark’s article on page 18 of the & 2011 1A Gazette, in which he said it would be
interesting to see other examples of airmail adsiesto Djask, Bushire or Lingeh sent on IE1, theeco
illustrated is addressed to Bushire. It was posked at Newcastle on 28th March 1929 (the sender’'s
address on the back is the same as that on the tm@jask shown in Bob'’s article). It was backsefzed at
Basra on 5 April and at Bushire on 8th April. Asttwithe Djask cover, it was off-loaded at Basra and
continued its journey by surface.”

aﬂw 914

BY FIRST AIRMAIL

ENCGLAND-PURESTA

The lMesopotamian Persign Jarsoretion
; S
Imperial Airways Ltd. Aprents
[ - Saflars ¥
BUSHIRE,

B

FPLHRGIA .

On page 21 of Issue No. 39, Bob Clark illustratedwaer from New Zealand to Milan and asked whyasw
off-loaded at Athens. | have not received an answehat question but Bob also asked what is thaning
of the 39-XVIII on the Milan backstamp? To thiscRard Beith responded as follows:

“With regard to Bob’s cover to Milan on p.21, th&VIII” part of the Milan cancellation representsdlyear
according to the fascist calendar which dated fidossolini’'s march on Rome in October 1922.

The same date can be found, for example, on tlea$pérst Flight cds for Lati’'s South Atlantic sdce.”

On page 32 of Issue No. 39, Simon Barlow illustteaecover sent by The Aero Philatelic Club of Cakio
Chas. Griffiths and asked who he was. Jeffrey Brosgponded as follows:

“Chas. Griffiths was the Hon. Secretary to The ABtulatelic Club of Calcutta. All the covers tHabhave
seen are addressed to him. Some of their cardséeaoto of him and his committee on the revense|
think that mine must be in a batch of covers tlatehgone off to auction. The Club and Griffithgeyef
course, rivals to Stephen Smith’s Indian Air Maicigty. There is the strong impression that theas not
too much love lost between these organizations!”

On page 4 of Issue no. 39, John Berridge askeduimbers seen on FF covers carried on the firstU.K. to
Australia service in December 1934. Dave Mortoape Town replied to John as follows:

“With regard to your article on page 4 — | have faommemorative covers numbered; 3319; 4205; 794 a
11592. What is interesting is that the cover nurabelr1592 is smaller than the other three and it pested
from Nyasaland to Melbourne on 5 December 1934.”

Once again, thank you to all who replied. Pleaspkhe responses coming.
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South African Post Office Air Mail Brochure
Material provided by Safford Burnett-Hurst

Stafford very kindly sent the brochure shown onftil®wing pages. He wrote saying that the broeharof
great sentimental value to him because it was diwdrim by his father after they had watched thd pkane
arrive at Salisbury (yes, he was there in 1934)eyTwould then go, about an hour later, to the péigte to
collect the mail: what a service!

The original is in two shades of blue, printed wory paper and is dated August 1934. Being of [Sout
African origin, it was produced in both English afftikaans; | am showing only the English pagescépt
the cover). It contains a wealth of informatioasma very rare item.
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In such cases the articles should be plainly
endorsed Y By Alr Mail to....omemmeies e

This service is available within the Union for
the transmisslon of correspondénce by air for
onward transmisslon by sea,

PARCEL AIR MAILS.

Parcels for transmisslon by air are accepted
at any Post Office for destinations in the Union
snd Bouth-West Africa, Morthern and Southern
Rhodesla, Kenya, Uganda and Tanganylka,
Great Britaln and Northern Irelond,

The general regulalions of the internal and
Imperial Parcel Post apply. (5e¢ pages T8-105
of the Post Office Guide.) In addition o the
usual adhesive customs declaration form, par-
¢els for Great Britain and MNoerthern |reland
mug! be accompanled by a non-adhesive cus-
toms declaration form. These forms are
obtainable at all Post Offices.

A special blue Air Mall label must be affixed
close to the address of the parcel (close to
gach address If the parcel is addressed in more
than one place). |n addition thereto the words
“oAlr Mall ** should be written conspicuously
aon the cover of the parcel,

EEE
i,

AIR MAIL MONEY
ORDERS.

Money Orders may be drawn on offices in the
United Kingdom for advisal by Air Mail, on

payment by remitters of a special fes of 104,
per order, In addition to the ordinary eom-
mission, 5

LATESET POBTING TIMES FOR WEEKLY
AIR MAIL TO EUROPE AND
INTERMEDIATE COUNTRIES.

Port Elizabeth . . 8. 0 a.m. Monday.

East London . , . MNoon Monday.

Durban s ow o = 11016 a.m. Tuesday.
Pletermaritzburg .« . 6. 0 a.m. Tuesday.
‘Capetown ., . . . Midnight Monday.
Bioemfoniain , . . @&..0 a.m. Tuesday.
Victorfa Wast . . . B.30 a.m. Tuesday, [
Kimberley Moon Tuesday. :
Pretorla . 8.45 p.m. Tuesday,

Johannesburg . .
Pietersburg .

8. 0 pon. Tuesday,
T.0 a.m. Wednesday.

information regarding any other office can be
obtained from the local Postmaster.
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RATES OF POSTAGE.

. Country of ’ Letters Post Parcels per L [b. or
Destination. per } oz. Cards. Portlorg thereof.
B d S d. s d

Union of South Africa . 0 3 0 1) o 9

Sauth-West Africa . . 0 3 D 1 1 3

South-West Africa, by air from Kllnb?rley only - — o o

Narthern and Southern Rhodesia | 8 4 0 2 1 6

Madagascar . . 1 3 0 7 ——

Mocambtque(Nor!h) 010 0 5 —_

Nyasaland 0 6 0 3 2 9

Angoia and Belguan Congo, by pust from Broken

HIll .o [V ) 0 2 -

Kenya, Uganda, and’ Tdngallylka [ G 5 o 2! 2 0

Belgian Congo, by post fram Nairobi .. g 5 o 2! —

Sudan 0 7 o 3¢ S

Egypt. . G B 0o 4!

Algeria, Mo:occu Tunis . . . ... 1 3 - 0 7! —_

French Guinea, Senegal Gambia, Sierra Leone,

Gold Coast R 1 9 0 10} -
North America and Countries served thereby~—

United States, Canada, Cuba, Bahamas . 1 3 g 71 —

Jamaica, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Porte Rico 6 ¢ 9 -

Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Nacaragua,

Salvador 1 9 0 10} —_

Panama, Costa Rlca, Leeward Isles "Windward

{ales, Barbadoes, Trinidad o 2 3 11y -

Venezuela, Ecuador Guiana 2 9 1 44

Colombia B 3 0 1 6

Peru 3 3 s —

-t e

.
RATES OF POSTAGE—Continued.
Country of Letters Post Parceis per ! lb. or
Destination. per 1 oz. Cards. o Portion thereof.
5 d s d. 8. d
South America, via Dakar—
Brazil . 4 B 2 3 -
Argentine, Bollvla. Chm, F'ardguuy, Uruguﬁy 5 0 2 6 -
Europe~—
Great Britain and Northern Ireland 0 10 a & 3 B
Irish Free State . 010 0 5 —
Other places, excludlng Fiu:,sm 1 0 o 6 —
Russia (in Europe} . . 1 3 a 74 -
Asia—-
Russia (in Asiaj. 2 0 1 0 ——
India and Ceylon—

By air to Karachi . 1 0 0 6 -—

By air te Rangoon 1 3 Q 74 —
Palestine, Iraq, Persia 1 0 o 6 _—
Malay States, Stam . 1 6 a9 -—
Dutch East indies . i 9 0 104 -
China, Kerea, and .Japan via Smgon i o8 0 10% -

Australia and New Zealand-—
By sea from the Union 0 8 0 3 —_
By air to Karachi and by air in Austral:a 1 4 0 8 —

The foregoing rates include air transmission by ali internationat and internal services which are available.
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ForwARD—

Hzzx

Local Tims.
Plaaslike Tyd.

CAPETOWN—LONDON,
KAAPSTAD—LONDEN.

TIME TABLES. TYD TABELLE.

Local Time.
Plaaslike Tyd.

Tues, 07.30 D/V CAPETOWN/KAAPSTAD A afternoon/middag Frl.
Din. 11.40 " VIETORIA W. DjV 13.20 Vry.
14.20 " KIMBERLEY " 10.20
afternoon/middag A JOHANNESBURG N 07.00
Weds. 08.00 D/v JOHANNESBURG A afternoon/middag Thurs.
Waens, 08.30 " PIETERSBURG oV 13.50 Don.
morning/more A  BULAWAYO. " 10.20
afternocon/middag “ SALISBURY " o7.30
eveningfaand "
BROKEN HILL . " 12.156 Weds.
Thurs. morning/mara " MBEYA . 07.00 Waens.
Don. aftarnacn/middag " DODOMA " 13.056 Tues.
afternocn /middag " MQSH! " 10.18 Din.
evening/aand " NAIROB} . " 07.30
Fri. morning/more A Kisumu D/v 15,30 Mon.
Vry. afterncon/middag o ENTESBE " 11.40 Maan.
afternoon/middag 'y Jusa . 08.00
Sat. svening/aand A KHARTOUM D)V 05.45 SS'un.
on.
Mon. afterncon/middag A CAIRO, D/v «03 .00 Sat.
Maan.
Tues. morning/more A ALEXANDRIA [= 1203 18.50 Fri.
Din. afterncon/middag . ATHENS " 11.40 Vry.
evening/aand " BRINDISI . " 0@ .00
Thura. morning/more A PARIB . DV t7.15 Weds.
Don. morning/mors " LONDON/LONDEN " $1.45 Woens.
.
KIMBERLEY—WINDMOEK.
Fri. 10.00 D)V KIMBERLEY A 12,00 Tues.
Vry 13.00 " UPINGTON DV 10,18 Cring,
16.30 " KEETMANSHOOCP " 7.00
Sat. QT7.00 D/¥ MARIENTAL 0w 16.20 Mon.
08 .00 A WINDHOEK . " 1415 Maan.
JOHANNESBURG—SALISBURY.
Sat. 08.00 D/v JOHANNESBURG A 18.256 Tues.
11,10 " PIETERSBURG " 13.10 Dine,
13 .45 A BULAWAYO . DV 10.35
16 .40 o SALISBURY " 08.00
CAPETOWN—DURBAN.
Mon. 07.18 D/Y CAPETOWN/KAAPSTAD A 11.45 Fri.
Maan. 11.30 ., PORT ELIZABETH D;v 08.00 Vry,
13.30 " EAST LONDON/QOS-LOND. " 14,45 Thurs.
18,30 A DURBAN . , . ., . oV 12.00

Wed., Thurs,, Fri. 8.30
Woens., Don., Vry. 11,156

DURBAN—JOHANNESBURG.

D{¥ JOHANNESBURQG
A DURBAN .

A
;v

165.00 Tues., Wed., Thurs.
12.00 Dins., Woens., Don.

Den.

TERUG

Reruax
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An unusual R.A.N.A. cover
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan kindly sent scans of the front and reverse of this August 1935 first flight R.A.N.A. cover flown from
Beira to Salisbury. It is very unusual because it is addressed to Dennis Handover at Imperia Airways.
Neither Duncan nor | have seen any other examples of mail so addressed. It was flown to Salisbury by
R.A.N.A. on 3 August and from there by I.A. service AN261, which departed the same day and arrived
Croydon 11th: a Sunday; cover delivered to I.A. offices 08.30 Monday morning as per clock backstamp.

BY AIR MAIL

i ~E B T
FOR AVIAO s é[ﬁm .
SOUVENIR OF FIRST ?
OFFICIAL AIR MAIL between Dennis Handover Esge.

SALISBURY (5. Rhadesia) and
BEIRA iPortuguese East Africal
avd BFIRA and SALISBRLRY

€/0 Imperial Airways Limited,

e
———

Airway Terninus,
Vietoria Station,
LONDON, SeWel.
England.

i, SR e ——
T i ¥
R -Q;\.n. I
e e . -
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ARL Ay
e
$ ﬂ'& JN? l-r
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E ety
Lo BLANTYRE

Nyesilad

" SALISBURY

Sontheri fhodesta,

BEIRA

Povtugnese Fast dfrica.
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First New Zealand Air Mail Acceptancesfor Africa, 1932
By Robert Clark

I ntroduction

From June 1932, air mail was accepted from Newatwhior Africa. A special purple cachet was appbe
theh first acceptance from Auckland orf"3lune and a green cachet on the first acceptamce\ifellington on
15" July [1].

The mail left Auckland on 3DJune on théMakura and arrived in Sydney orf"4July. It then went from
Sydney to Adelaide by rail, from Adelaide to Colambn theMooltan on 7" July — 2% July and from there
on the Taliamannar — Dhanushkodi ferry to India #reh by rail to Karachi [2]. The air route fronatachi
involved a connection between the Karachi - Londma the London - Cape Town routes which, since
October 1931, had separated at Athens.

The Karachi to Tiberias leg of the India - Londaute was flown by the new HP 42 airliners. Thelriedi
Karachi on 27 July on servicéW 173and was flown to Jask. On™8uly, it was flown from Jask to Basra
and on 28 July to Baghdad and Tiberias (Galilee) [3]. Abdiias, the mail for London was unloaded and
taken to Haifa by car from where it was flown tchéms by Kent flying boat. However, as the HP 42sew
based in Cairo, a Tiberias to Cairo link service baen set up and so the mail for Africa remainedhe
plane at Tiberias and was flown from there to Camd" July.

Mail to Sudan

At Cairo, the mail joined the London - Cape Townvaee on 31 July and was flown to Khartoum by an AW
Argosy arriving on I August. From Khartoum, the mail was flown by @888 Calcutta flying boat to Juba
in Sudan on August. The postage rate to Sudan was an aisnaiharge of 4d. plus 1d. surface.

The cover in Figures 1la and 1b is one of 48 acoeptato Khartoum [1]. On arrival in Cairo, it was
backstampe@aire Par Avionon 3d" July. Although the flight from Cairo arrived irhigrtoum on ¥ August,
the cover has fravelling post officeransit markShellal - Halfa TPCdated & August which means that the
Khartoum mail was carried on at least part ofatgripey from Cairo by surface.

reaLAND P
. i

Al

LEA,
S

.‘;ll... 'l

Figure 1a: New Zealand to Khartoum
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Figure 1b: New Zealand to Khartoum transit marksreverse

It was common for collectors to send letters ost filights addressed to themselws The Post Officevith
instructions that if they were not picked up thkeytwere to be returned to the sender. That isdlse with
this cover. It has several interesting featurexeming the return:

» Par Avionis scored out to indicate that the airmail parthef journey was over,

» acachetReturned to sender for reasons stted

* an initialled manuscript in redPassed the fixed perigd

« a Khartoum postmark dated™&ep indicating that it was held at the Post Offit&hartoum for
more than a month before the decision was madstdorr it,

« a backstamp at Port Sudan on the Red Sea 'diSégtember showing the start of the sea route taken
on the return journey.

There is no indication of when it eventually ardveack in New Zealand.

Mail to Belgian Congo

The cover in Figures 2a and 2b is addressed tBelgtan Congo. It is franked with 1s. 1%2d. whiclygests
that it was made up of 11d. airmail surcharge [@usl. surface postage to a foreign country. Thesdat
suggest that the cover was off-loaded at Juba"di@yust and carried by surface to Aba in the Belgia
Congo where a transit mark was applied Bragust. From there it went by surface to Starileywhere it
was backstamped off' August.

The cover is obviously philatelic in nature as @saboth sent by, and is addressed to, the well knidew
Zealand aero-philatelist Alex Paterson. It h&oa reclamecachet on the back andRatour a I'envoyeuand

a REBUTcachet on the front along with a rB@tourin manuscript. There is a second Stanleyville pask
on the front dated #50ctober and an Elisabethville transit mark off Névember suggesting that its return
journey was via South Africa. Finally, there is\&llington dead letter officeon 28" December, six months
after it had been posted.

Mail to Uganda

The flight from Juba to Kisumu (Kenya) via Port B&lganda) was on"3August. The cover in Figure 3 was
off-loaded at Port Bell on"8August and taken to Kampala where it was backstangter that day at 4pm.
The airmail surcharge for Kenya, Uganda and Tan@amyas 10d. in addition to the surface rate of 1d.
There were 175 acceptances from New Zealand foar§u€knya, Uganda or Tanganyika [1].
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F. M, Paterson,

% Fo Et:;‘- eatante ;

FROM AUCKLAND, 50th JUME, 1843,
BY INDRA-ECYPT, EGYFT-S0UTH AFRICA
N SERMICES

Figure 2b: New Zealand to Belgian Congo transit ksaon reverse

Mail to Northern Rhodesia

On 3% August, the mail was transferred from the Calcfiiag boat to a DH 66 and flown from Kisumu to
Nairobi. On &4 — 58" August, the mail was flown to Salisbury in South®hodesia. The cover in Figures 4a
and 4b was off-loaded or"®\ugust at Broken Hill in Northern Rhodesia wherevas backstamped at 4pm.
The airmail surcharge to Zanzibar, Northern andti$m Rhodesia, Nyasaland and Portuguese EasAfric

was 11d.

The cover has a second backstamp dat&dttober indicating when it started its return jey. There were
202 acceptances for Rhodesia or Nyasaland [1].
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lst. N.Z. Connection.

Wir, F..G.. Foley.

:1{;_'-” j'_l'-'- A LI‘”‘”] '-}!1 Fﬂ:ﬂl

OEFCIAaL AR TENL

Poste restante,

K&AMNEFEALA,

TGANDA.
FROM AUCKLAND, 50tk JUNE. 1882 AF"’{ICA..
BY (NOIA-EGYOT, EGYPT-E0UTH AFHICA
AIR BERVICES
- = =5 g
Figure 3: New Zealand to Uganda
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Figure 4b: New Zealand to Broken Hill transit maxks reverse
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Mail to South Africa

The mail was flown from Salisbury to Johannesbur@bAugust and on to Cape Town ofi August where
the cover in Figure 5 was backstamped at 6 pm.

The airmail surcharge to South Africa and South Wdsca was 1s. 1d. There were 153 acceptances fro
New Zealand for South or South West Africa [1] ké.the cover to the Belgian Congo, this cover veas by
and to Alex Paterson.

e = = = = I =

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

rarachi--South Africa.
Air Mail,

1st. N.Z. Connection.

= " I.i ey | F - : R I
WEW LEALAND AFfigy c/o. B.T.5chonegevel.
FHIST OFFICIAL AR ML 18, Herkley 3t.

THa Gardens.

BY INDIR-COYPT EGWY

Figure 5: New Zealand to Cape Town

Acceptances from Wellington

The cover in Figure 6 was sent on the first aceegeaof mail from Wellington which was carried oreth
Maunganuito Sydney on 1%— 19" July, by rail to Adelaide and then on tBerfu from Adelaide to Colombo
21% July — 3 August and from there by surface to Karachi [RJhas a special cachet in green and was flown
from Karachi to Cairo on 11— 13" August on servicéW 175[3]. It was then flown from Cairo to Wadi
Halfa on 14' August, to Khartoum on 1SAugust, to Juba on T6August, to Kisumu on 17August where
the mail was transferred from the Calcutta flyirigbto a DH 66 Hercules before being flown on tardta.

From there it was flown on f8August to Mbeya and on $9ugust to Broken Hill (Northern Rhodesia)
where it was off-loaded and backstamped.

The total number of acceptances from Wellingtoraltodestinations was only 256. Of these, 46 were fo
Rhodesia or Nyasaland [1].
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— 1:I'lr P Wa ks 31.I.I'+.-i$g
! Post. "estante,
v : . Broken Hill,
' | N. Rhodesia.
P : Gl

Figure 6: Wellington to Broken Hill

References

[1] Airmails of New Zealand, volume @mpiled by Douglas A Walker published by the Wil Society of
New Zealand, 1986.

[2] Contemporary Australian and New Zealand newspap

[3] Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways' Eastern Bowol 1, 1927 - 193 Peter Wingent, Winchester
1999.

The striking photograph below was kindly provided Duncan Crewe. It shows HP42s at Croydon with
Horatiusin the foreground andHeraclesin the background.
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The City of Washington Crash
By Duncan Crewe

Imperial Airways: the Eastern connection
The London-Delhi service

The City of Washington crash near Neufchatel 30 October 1930

This cover was railed from Caleutta to Delhi to join IW 81, This service departed on 21 October
with the City of Basra flying the mail to Karachi. From there it was forwarded by the City of
Delhi to Alexandria and then on by the City of Khartowm to Athens. Having been railed to Nish
the mail was transferred to the City of Washington. Unfortunately this aircraft crashed on 30
October near Neufchatel while en route from Paris to Crovdon. One of the engines failed and the
aircraft crashed into a hillside in poor visibility whilst the pilot was trving to make a forced
landing. Two crew and a passenger were killed but the pilot and two other passengers survived.
The mail was undamaged and was forwarded to London on 31 October, This cover. which was
addressed to the USA, was sent on by surface from England. The etiquette was crossed through
by two red bars to indicate that air transnussion had ceased. The 9a franking is made up of the 3a
per oz surface fee and the 6a per ¥: oz air feoe,
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Imperial Airways: the Eastern connection
The London-Delhi service

The City of Waskington crash near Nenfchatel 30 October 1930

ORASII AT NEUFCHATEYL, FRANCE

dopdon, - Oct: §0.—Imperial Airways ro
gret Lo mnmounece that their IHandley-Tape
aeroplane- G-ERIX (City of Washingtou),
which left Lo Bourget at 10 43 g.m. to-day,
crashed at Neufchatel, abont 12 miles from
Boulogne, about 12 30 p.m, today. One
passenger and tweo of the compuny's cm-
ployees were killed, snd lwo other passen-
gors and the pilot were injured. The
names of the dead are: Mr. Strect (pas-
songar),. Mr. A O, James (& ground engi-
neer, of DBristol), and Mr, T, I. Mason,
of Croyden, the mechanic and assisioul
pilot.  The injured ars Mr. IL. Holsover
end Mr, F. B, Tompking, bolh of Manches-
ter, mnd the pilok, Mr, J. J. Flynn, of
Croydon. ., Tha eausa of Lhe accidenk is al
resenl unknown. The machine wag carry-
tng the homeward-bound Indiam aic wail,
which, so far ny is konown, is sufe. The
consulling engineer and officials of Lhe
company bave left for tho seene of Lhe
neeidant,

Boalogne, QOcb. 30.—The CITY OF
WASIIINGTON left Paris for Croydon al
10 48 thizs morning, and apparently all
went well until she was neuring Lhe ¥French
coust, when ene of the twin engines wenl
out of action. Wilh only oneé engine run-
ning tha pilet struggled on in the bLope
of finding & svilablo gpot to land. Unfor-
lunately, ho oncountered fop., According
to eye-witnpesses, the machine was about
100 fL. up when she was caughl by a gust
af wind and erashed on a hillside. Wikh
the sxception of the [uzelape, the liner was
conipletely destroyed, Dot fortunately ghe
did not cateh fire. The bodies have lmen

taken ta the Mairie al Newnfehatel, I'ha
mail bags have also been taken to Lhe
Mairie fur safe keeping.—Reuter,
Boulogne, Oet, 3. — The CITY (4
WASHINGTON  was careying & Jarge

quantity of mail, but the mail cabin s
intact, and all ils contents, both leiters
and parcers, ere being taken to Tugland
Lo-day —Reuter.
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Imperial Airways & Indian Trans-Continental Airways L eaflet
Material provided by Mike Sephenson

Mike kindly sent copies of this very attractive amtsual .A. and Indian Trans-Continental Airwisaflet.
The printer’s footnote on the second page indictteseaflet was published in April 1934.
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FARES AND TIMETABLE

The Fared of Indian Teane-Convipenml Alrways and Imperiol
Adrwny include eomforohle sleeping pccommodation on land
each mipht, all meaks, tramsport 10 and from the own md the air
port pnd even tips—there are no exorus o pay whatsoever. A re-
duction equivalent o 26% of the single fare for the hoonewnrd
journey mallowed on return tckers mken in nedwanice

FEASTBOUND Leaves London and Paris  WESTBOUND  Leaves  Singapore evéry  Sunduy

every Sprorday moming motming
Arrives from Single Fare Arrives from Single Fars Sfrom
L ondem Jrom Lamidon Singapors Singapors Clalenita
ArHmns .. Monday £32 Bangror .. Sunday L34 =
CamRo i o {4z Bamcoow .. Monday £L53 —
Gaza o Tuesday £47 CALGUTTA .. e 473 —
Bacioan .. 3 L6z Arvamasn .. Tuesdoy Ro Rs. 130
Famacr .. Thursday L{gﬁ CAWNPORE ., o5 B2 Rs. 160
Jonarun 5 104 e i i LB6 Rs, 230
Prom .. Friday Emﬁ Jommer iy i 495 Rz, 150
GCAWNPORE . ,, 110 Kapacar .. Wednesday L1oa Rs. 440
ALLAMANAD | . - L1114 Batrmap ..  Thursday £123 462
CALCUTTA . .. 5 L1323 Gaza .+ Friday Liga Lha
Hangoon . Sarurday L135 CATRD o e fraq L85
BANGROK .. i L1585 ATHENS ve Saturday £157 £af
Siyoarore ., Sonday L£180 Paniy .. Monday £180 f122
Loxnon s » 180 L2z

All these times and fares are Hoble to alieration without notice and the intending possenger 15 advised o
check them against the current dmetable of the India and Eastern Servige, which is obtainable from
any office of Indinn Trans-Continentnl Airways and Imperial Airways

There are specisl reductions for British Government Officials and Officers of His Majesty’s Forces

Some of the Offices of Indian Trns-Continenin] Afrways and Imperinl Adrways:—

LONDON—Alrway Terminus, YVictorin Station, 5.%.1 DELHl—o, Alipore Rosd
Telephone: Victorin 2308 (Day snd Might) Telephona: soua. Telyrrwma: Indair, Delhi
Telgrrams:  Impaidlim, London ALLAHABAD—12, Hostings Rood, AI?hﬁhnd, Urited
) Provinces, Teleplone: 223, Telegrams: Indsir
KARACH| —Finlyy Flouse, MeLeod Road. " # IZ g
Teleprions: Bog Falegrams: Airways, Kamchi CAWNPORE—The Mall, Cavwnpore United Provinces ;
Falephivie: 3557, Fetppranns: Incduir
CALCUTTA—ay, Parganes,  Dume-Dham, JODHPUR—The Civil Acrodrame, Jodhpur, Rojputang
Tefephome: Regent $og.  Teleprawes: Indake, Calourm Telpphome: 140 Telgpvamn: Indaic

LOCAL AGENT: SEE NAME AND ADDRESS IN- PANEL

RANGOON-—co The Irraweddy Flodlls Company, SINGAPORE—Impenal Alrwoys, Ccean Building
Lbmited, Phiyre Sereer {Box Mo, 1290 Teluphone: 5159, Telograuns: Aarways SImgmpore
Telephumis: 4. Telggranri: Flotilla Rangoon

s N

| THOS. COOK & 80N, LTD |
28, HIGH STREET.

ARDIFF

|

iafrizrr. aom. i - Vel o TORY (O I T P T Warihalica Proie jﬂflfl';'lllllﬁ:. S Ea, awd Vubliched By
Iniperiel Afewpeys, Lo, Abvsdy Termittng, Loadom, §0°0, aud ludin Ty i Cuntlareintal Aeraya, Kol
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The Empire Routes

EMGLAND —PALL S TINE
PEAGLAN GLILF=IM{a-F
SR — WAL L YA e—
ENGLAND=EQYPT=0AST ATRICA
SOUTH ArfiCa

(R ERTY-F U

EXNTEMSGION @ deaiaaasssasrs

of Imperial Airways and its Associated Companies
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TO INDIA AND THE BEAST

AIR

The most luxurious air service is that of Imperial Airways
& Indian-Trans-Continental Airways

Every Saturday o Four-engined Heraclys air liner of
Imperial Airways Jeaves the Air Port of London
{(Crovdon) with mail, passengers and freight, for
India und the Esst. In five days these dre in
Karachi, in six and a half days in Celcut. From
Calcuria, Rangoon is reached in half o day, and
Singapore in-one and a half days.

FOUR ENGINES FOR RELIABILITY
Every Sonday, o foer-engined monoplane of the
Atalanta ¢lass leaves Sinpapore for Banghkok,
Rangoon, Calcutts, Allshabad, Cawnpore, Delhi,
Jodhpor and Karachi. Here the mail, passengers,
baggage and freight are tramsferred o the larger
four-engined Hammibal class of air liner for the
Middle and Newr East and Great Britain. The
mail and passengers veach London in eight and a
half days from Singapore and six and a half from
Calcuttn, They will cross the Mediterranean in
the four-engined Seipio flying-boats

DAYS INSTEAD OF WEEKS

East of Karachi the service is operated by Indian
Trans-Continental Airvays in conjunction with
Imperial Airways. Join the air-liners at any stop-
ping place and leave them at any other. By using
this mir route in conjunction with the milway ser-
vices you can often reach other places in India,
Burma, Siam or Malava in many days less than by
other means of travel

COMFORT IN THE AIR

By Indian Trans-Continental Ajrways® and Im-
perial Airways' serviess you travel in comfortable
aircraft with ample room to stretch vour legs, You
travel across: India at 120 miles an hour above the

heat ond dust of the surface ind the cobin is 50
guiet thar you can malk without raising your veice,
There is ample room for your luggage and there s
a lavatory in every aneroplane. By using sir mravel,
business men are gaining valuable time over their
competitors who travel on the surface, Their goods
und samples are reaching their destination duys wnd
often weeks ahead of those of their competitors.
Women, children and invalids are escaping the un-
pleasentness of travelling in great heat by making
their journey by air. OHficers on leave are saving
weeks of travel and are emabled o spend “shont
leawe” in Great Britain, which they could not do
if they bad to travel by surface tnsport

INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

Amongst all these advantages perhaps the one that
will please you most [s the personal service offered
o reavellers by the soaff of Indian Tmns-Contin-
ental Airways and Imperial Airways, You are not
treated o5 one of o crowd, but as an individual.
Both during the flight and at the stopping places
everyihing is done for you. Cusitoms, currencics,
passports are attended to on your behal

LETTERS BY AIR
Letters can be exchanged by air between many
places on this route in less ume then it mkes o letter
to arrree by Sucfice nmil and cables may often be
suved, for by air your letters reach many destina-
tions weeks ahead of the surface mail
To post for air mail just stick on the top left hand
corner of the envelope a blue air mail lnbel obiain-
able Free of charge from any Post Office or from any
office of Imperinl Airwoys and post in any box or
Post Office

Fares and timetable overleaf
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Returned Postal Packets
By Stan Wheatcroft

This item from Stan arrived after | had producesl‘tQuestions and Answers” pages (10 — 11) in whighid
there were no questions for this addition. Howge8¢sin has now posed one responses would be welcome

Returned Postal Packet Envelopes
Stan Wheatcroft

The two envelopes shown below have been in my “too difficull”™ tray ever since they
came to me from Uncle Will. i

R LS 3A =

On His Majesty’s Service

~ Returned Postal Packet .

"

Rdi 5 3A _ : B | E"r._ﬂr_j_i'-\['_—
. .S N EMPIRE 3
On His I\@jeﬁﬁﬂ Seviceriairion
sanid) GEASGOW &
‘\:_&:_/) MaY-OCTOBER (257 i
Fetarned Postal Packet
L
': = Ty .‘.‘. { ,
< o :__ f i * {
Returned Letter Sectiony” == A
Meount Pleasant, f ;
London, E.C.1, f pe (1.4 ;e

The top envelopes cds is dated 26 September 1938 and contained 3 packets and the
bottom ene’s cds is dated 8 October 1838 and contained one packet . They have not
heen folded The only new services at about that time were — First “All-up™ 10
Australia on 28 July and First “All-up™ to Hong Kong on 1 September.

I would be very pleased if anyone can supply the answer to why these envelopes were
used.
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Imperial Airways’ Ticket?
By John Berridge

THe FIRST AND ONLY PASSENGER TICKET
ISSUED AND USED FOR THE

FiIRST FLIGHT MaDE BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

26 APRIL 18324

' DAIMLER HIRE LTD, AIRWAY
'ROYAL DUTCH AIR SERVICE CO.

AIRWAY TICKET No. IR55522

LONDON |2
TO

{w Rm‘rm.ul.]
Mame of 'F"-upr
it ;m;
Service ~ Seat Na.
Fare Paid £ Fieo d

T e
lenmain) waly subjsd to e Tarms and
Lt AL L ([T gy 8

DAIMLER HIRE, LTD

o R
A L-nu BT 7

Conrtesy Brivgh diroays Museunr and Arelite

Back page of the Croydon Airport Society Journal Issue 57 Summer 2010

This flight was operated by KLLM and not Imperial Airways despite the caption above
the ticket. Imperial Airways very first service was between London and Paris, on 26
April 1924, the same date as shown on the ticket. Imperial Airways did not operate a
service to Amsterdam until 2 June 1924 whereas KM had operated scheduled
services between Amsterdam and London since May 1920.

During 1923 Daimler Hire Ltd had shared the London to Amsterdam route with KLM
operating one of the three daily services, hence the reference to KLM on the ticket.
Major Beaumont, of Beaumont and Sons, Solicitors was retained by Imperial Airways
to deal with legal matters during 1924 (see page 46 of Robert Bluffield's book
Imperial Airways) and was probably the passenger referred to on this ticket.
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Gambella: alittle known British Empire enclave in Ethiopia
By Peter Wingent

Sudan is a country which is popular with collectofrsir mail but very little has been written ab@dambeila,
which was a small British enclave in Ethiopia whgeest office used only Sudanese stamps. The only
philatelic literature relating to the enclave | haseen was an article written by Norman Céyaek in 1982.

Zewdé describes Gambeila as a small police and tradisg, granted to Britain by a treaty ratified wittet
Ethiopian Emperor Menelik on 15 May 1902. It ituated approximately 100 miles from the Sudan borde
inside Ethiopia on the Baro River (known as thegdamn the Sudan side) and in the 1930s was a dpiadai
enclave of 1,000 metres. A post office was openeti915 which continued until 1 January 1956, when
Sudan became independent. The British Colonieharge at Gambeila handled all the mail.

(5 3Enax 2 5]

BY AIR MAIL B 'ﬁ =
-f.| - " i |

GsHl A Vo B Lo A A1
,:f ; FTJFL&,‘ "F“Za?‘il"l'_f

Figure 1

The cover shown in figure 1 was posted in Gamb@il® July 1937: exactly one week after the introiduc
of the 15 mils. per ¥ oz. E.AM.S. rate. It hadalakal backstamp of 14 July. According to Stagg
connection with Malakal was by a river service whigas both irregular and seasonal. During thedfloo
season (May to September) a Sudan steamer magsuthey, and this would have carried the cover,diut
other times a fortnightly canoe service carriedlinam Gambeila to Nasir, from where it went byasteer to
Malakal. (See map in figure 2). From Malakal, tever was flown to Southampton, probably by I.A.
service DN4 which departed in the afternoon of 1§ and arrived Southampton 17th. The 14 July Malla
backstamp is not timed, so it is possible thactheer missed DN4 and was carried by DN5.

Cape’s version of the conveyance of mail to Malaltiérs slightly from Stagg’s. He wrote, “The @wvcould
rise or fall 20 feet depending on the rains in &pla. Four annual boat trips only to Gambeila wesemal
and, of course, postal business was always lighbetween these boats, some postal connectiomaes by
canoe to Nasir which had lorry contact with Malakal

Italy began an invasion of Ethiopia in October 1988 by May 1936 the whole country was in Italiamdis.
In October 1937, the Italians opened a post offic&ambeila on the opposite bank of the Baro Rivehe
British enclave.
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Immediately Italy declared war, in June 1940, thiidh had to leave Gambeila and the size of theratpon
can be judged from the fact that the evacuation a@®mplished using only four dug-out canoes, which
included police wives and children! Little wondbat very few covers from Gambeila are seen.

The Italian occupation of Gambeila came to an endline 1941, when the village was relieved by aurex

of Belgian, South African and Sudanese troops. h\ihe return of the British, a small landing stwas
constructed, although it could hardly be describsdpermanent. It was essential to keep the waeles
operating for on receipt of the estimated time mival of an aircraft, all manpower was mobilizex dlear
and scythe down the grass on the runway.

The cover shown in figure 3 was posted in Gamlmnld8 August 1944. It has no backstamps. Itasked

at the correct 100 mils. per 5 grms. air mail tat¢ghe U.S.A. via the Pan American Airways Soutlaatic
route. Perhaps it was flown to Malakal, where #swopened and resealed by a censor, and from ithere
would have been flown to West Africa by either BA@.. or Sabena to connect with P.A.A. to Miami.
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Article from “Popular Mechanics,” November 1935
Material provided by Bryan Dudley-Stamp

Bryan kindly sent the following five pages from thablication above which provide a graphic pictofe
Imperial Airways’ operations at the time.

[N THE jungles of India or the heait aof
Africa vou nstally van set your watch
today by the roar af the Imperial Alrways
plane fiving overhead. :

Asihgle operafing company, parily
fnenced by the British governmant, has
the job of linking 1ogether an empire that
compesses. the globe and includes more
than 330,000,000 people.

Tinpetial's regular air lines touch three
continents, bul in the near future these
lines will take in several other continenis,
so that day after day the sun will never
set on Great Britpin's flying transpoits,

From Croyden Field, Lendon, & nel-
work of 18000 miles of airways tikes the
passenger to any one of tweniy-three
cotintries. ¥ou can fly direct to such ourt-
of-the-way places as Kenya, Nairohi,
Rheodesia, and Tanganyila, in the heart og
Africa; or to such queer epols as Gwadar,
Pafhi, or Rangoorn, in the south of Asia.

With fine courage and determination,
tha Imperial Airways pilots are fyidg over
soime of ihe most difficult land stretches
known, For the most part their routes lie
in tropical countries, bul the climate =
not nearly as comforiable as in many
northern countries. Along the hot desert
stretehes, the wind feels like a blast of hot
air thrown off by a furnace, _

Tmperial Alrways flics over long and in-

674

Oty ll:-lp:_rl:l! Alrmarn

Left, Preparing Meal in Kitchew in Al Linor

“Seuilla”; Right, War Avoan, Impusing Building af

Banghok; Bottom, Mop of For-Flung Air Ling, wéth

Henvy Lino Showing Routi Extending. to Caps Toun
on the Tip of the Africen Comtinent
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hespitable stretohes in both Asin aod Af-

ricn. A good deal of the territory is in=

habited only by wild tribes and wild ani-

mals, Despite afl this, the company has

proved 5 nbility o éarry on a regular
an efficient service,

With the wid of England’s foremost
aeronautical enginsers, Tmperial Ajrwavs
has ' designed o fAcet of land planes and
fving boats which fall inlo seven classes,
Each ship & equipped for a particular
servies, A plone thet flies In Africa, for
example; is far different from the one
which is used to fly betwean: Croyden and

675
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676 POPULAR MECHANICS

Clesrioms Loawiin! dbwars -
Le Bourget. These ships have
bal, dple,” “Atalanta,” “Ave-
lon" *Diana” and “Boadices.”

The largest now In service
on tmperial Alrways is the
“Seylla” which accommodates
: a cTew d‘dhlur. the o

officer, radio operatar i

stownrd. The “Scyllu” s a bi-"

plane with four sir-cooled Juplter  7un Wuard Shawing Lotert
engines, each developing 58§ ?u:.-‘

ntlon fuel, depending upon loval condi-
tiony, costs from two to five times as much
s i does in the United Staten. Iz the
henzt of Afrien and in Asia, sireraft gas-
oline is a very expensive item,

L
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PFOPULAR MECHANICS BIT

through eountries wl'hara seores of foreign
languages are Beard. In other words, you
will he ahble to travelamumithu warld  “Heracles”
with English alone. If you travel around have & wing'
the world by train and boat, the situation th:rlmntm.
becomes gquite complicated—a  different
language is spoken at almusl every
boundary.

It 3= no longer a secret that Tmperial
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POPULAR MECHANICS ADVERTISING SECTION 1404

WINGS OVER THE BEITISH EMPIRE
(Continued from page §77)

ment is helping to finance these “clippers
of the clouds™ with & grest aiv-mail pro-
gram designed fo bring all the far-flung
dominions of the empite within easy range,
Aceording to present plans, there will be
no surcharges for the carriage of air-mail
letters. They will go for the same price as
slower ship mails,

Flying seross mountaing, oceans and
cities by night as well az by day, these
glants will provide pacsengers with all the
comforts found on de luxe ‘express trains,
Bangkak, Sizm, will be the Far Bastern
station; thence they will connect with the
Pan American terminus in China. From
China to New Yerk, the traveler will have
Pan American Alrways at his service,

Experts of Imperizl Alrways have al-
ready potten down 1o the matter of pas-
senger fares, and off-hand, they caloulsie
that & round-the-warld ficket from Eng-
land, via Bgypi, India, Siam, China, the
Pagific Ocean, Ban Francisco. New York,
Bermuda and back to Crovden will cost
lesz than $2,500.

The system of controlling Imperial air
liners differs quite radically from the sys-
tem commonly used in Americn. Kadio
equipment is standard ‘on all ships. The
captain af a ship determines his drift in a
strong - wind by communicating with a
ground station. He will gay: “Hello, Croy-
den—Imperial 2C calling. Pozition pleass.
Hello, Croyden—Irmperial XC calling, po-
sition: pleaze.” (XC iz the international
registration mark of the air liner). The
captain's request 15 received simultans-
ously by three ground stations nesr Lon-
don. These stations are Crovden, Lympne,
and Norfalk. Croyden, bemg the mszin
control station, replies: “Hella, Imperial
HEC, switch o™

In response, the captain lets his radio
transmitter “buzz” for helf a minule or 5o
to allow the three ground stalions to “lis-
ten in.” Since the three land stations form
a ftrisngle, it is easy for them o send
straight-ling =ignals io the operator ak
Croyden who computes the ship’s pasition
very quickly by muving strings across the
surface of & large map. The exect position
pf 1he wir liner is at the point where the
three stretched strings intersect. The in-
formation is radioed 1o the captain in lezg
time than it takes vou to read this.
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OVERALLS

THE “VEST-BACK"

A popular ond proclical
BIGHAL feature which gives
cemplate protection.

To get the most lox your
meacy. look bor the SIGNAL
label . . . fomous for sombor,
long wear ond sopedalive
quality for 30 years.

See Signals at

Your Dealer’s

H ke doesa’l have them. ask
him e wl them dor you

JOHN RISSMAN & SON
Makars of the Famous, SIGNAL Work Shirs
841 Bluo kland Rvenve ¥  CHICAGO: [LLINCIS

LAST CALL
for CASCD
Project Book

FREE!

Today mors than 100.000 hame | dE" g
workehop Tens own Lhis mberesti B e
ok, 18 ploloris opd describes 2 :
projects awarded tash prizés in Gas-
ea's nation-wide home workebop
eantest. Send for yeur free copy fo-
dny, betoro {Fs oo late]
3 m":“’l:::c of ‘pictures and dtui:)'
o of 1 ol ditig woodworking
ml:ﬁh card mmd - game

ant S
MLL, Dml‘lil bollow  buadl uﬁ, L
wmigwy Gl iwble made innn cigar bax
wnﬁ‘, modern overage bramidolly patterned wood
mened was Inenpa, lmuld.m BONd, 5mun st
and numr o mamu m dulicate woud jeweley
1o pa muﬁ
T“ﬂm‘l’ His l#l.'lﬂ de  the  Browme
erafter in the utilization of ]nu ces ol wou

and veneer, te Bodld, with the h.pin a¥ Casea Glue,
Beaukiinl and dursble articles of pernsenent valoe.
Thiz fine Faok corts yon soching,  Sond for.
your ENEE capy novw. Vivea the lest copy
fa mgiled, oo aeeee will b pointed.

Save 2c—Paste coupon on penny post card

THE CASEIN MFG. CO. OF AMERICA, ING.
220 Madisen v, Berl, WASE, N Y. G
Flease seisd Froe CASCO Projecs Haok.
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