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Editorial

Another December edition of the Gazette means andhristmas is looming, so | take this opportumity
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a healtity fauitful New Year.

It was in last December’'s Gazette that | advertigedpublication of Robert Bluffield’s book on Inmp
Airways. For many years there seemed to me to baea a dearth of books relating to the historyhef
airline but now another book has been publishéds ddvertised as the first in an occasional sesféBritish
Aviation History in Old Photographs” and is titléinperial Airways From Early Days to BOAC.” The
author is Arthur W.J.G. Ord-Hume and the book isilable from Stenlake Publishing Limited, 54-58 Mil
Square, Catrine, KA5 6RD. Telephone: 01290 5511X%%ebsite:www.stenlake.co.uk It is 113 pages,
softbound and it does just what it says in the title. contains photographs of excellent qualiiptpd on
glossy paper. The period covered is from justrafte end of WWI to approximately the middle of WMWI
Although it is essentially a photographic recorde tcaptions provide very detailed descriptions hef t
photographs. The price is a very modest £15, winicludes P. & P. The few people who have spokend
about it view it as a welcome edition to their bslodlves.

It is with pleasure that | welcome two new membtershe readership: Simon Barlow, who lives in South
Africa and Dr. Bob Clark, who lives in Stirling, &tand. Bob is a very keen collector of New Zedlan
material, as evidenced by the two articles he basributed to this edition. Bob is the brains avebmaster

of the sitewww.nzstamps.org.uland if you are interested in New Zealand air maild haven't visited this
site, you are in for a treat. There is a wealthnformation there. Whilst on the subject ofbsges, Bob
includes in his list of sources for both articldse web address of the “Evening Post” of Wellingtanich
gives details of ship sailings from Wellington tpd8ey. | draw your attention to it because | woatlihk it
must be an invaluable resource for collectors ofeXi&rnal air mails.

Other contributors to this edition are our stalwaPuncan Crewe, John Oliver and Stan Wheatcroftaand
relatively new member, Alistair Watt. | thank theath for their efforts and it is at this point thHatust raise
yet again the subject of contributions. At thediof writing | have absolutely no material for thene 2011
Gazette, which is the usual situation. | feel Wéddo point out that this magazine, with a very kma
circulation list of 25, was never intended to bes avith ‘sleeping partners.” At its inception, thewas a
group of six collectors who all contributed to gvedition. That ethos has never changed. On thare one
occasion | have appealed for readers to send ailmatidn, even if it is just a copy of the albumgea
containing their favourite cover. Unfortunatelyhete are still a number of readers who have never
contributed anything. | have discussed this probb@th some of the founder members and we are dgree
that the time has come to re-establish the priactpht readers of this magazine must contributé’'do
contents. Therefore, although it sounds harsim bfraid | must say that those of you who do natticoute
anything to either the June 2011 or the Decembgt 2ditions, will not receive the magazine in 2012

| am very pleased that the system of sending aidtead of paper copy seems to be successfuhvd hot

been contacted by anyone who has been unablentoffanin the disc so | am assuming you are all hajppy
perhaps you have a friend who is an IT expert)e d@iscs have resulted in a massive saving of mg aml

now have to print only four paper copies, one oichtis for myself.

* * * % \/gry important ~ please notethefollowing: * * * *

Being December, it is the time to remind you timat subscription for 2011 is due. The subscriptaias are
as follows:

For a disc version: £3 for UK residents; £5 fagidents outside UK. (Cheques payable tplease)
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £12ésidents outside UK.
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, usinggmgil address shown opposite.)

(In the December 2009 Gazette | wrote that the sligascription for residents outside UK would behid
since then, unfortunately, postal charges have asel | did not take into account the PayPal charge

I'm afraid that yet again in this editorial | amigg to be very grumpy by saying that if | do note&e your
subscription, | shall assume that you have decjgeicho longer wish to receive the Gazette




December 2010 (Issue 38) Imperial Airways Gazette

The Japanese Invasion and The End of the Great Hor seshoe Route
By Alistair Watt

If the entry of Italy into the war in 1940 was ad cut across the throat of the old Empire airtedo
Australia, then the Japanese onslaught of Deceffr was the war club which bludgeoned the Horsesho
Route into total submission.

The events of June 1940 were virtually over inyaoat it took some three months to close the passathe
Horseshoe Route through Burma and Melanesia.

Although it is perhaps reasonable to accuse thasBrestablishment of complacency over the power an
ability of the Japanese to make their dramatic aces, a measure of forward thinking was evidennftioose
authorities who were responsible for keeping tiheajs open. Recognising that the Malayan peninsoledd
not be held in the event of a shooting war, stepeviaken in the latter half of 1941 to survey pralide for
alternative refuelling stopovers and routes whighld be “phased” in if territory was lost to theceny.

These phases have been well documented and itecstia several references, particularly [1] and [8]
although some differences in the dating of routanges can be found. | particularly draw the attenof
those interested in the most up to date analysisaw.nzstamps.org.uk/horsesh@® eruditely prepared by
Dr. Bob Clark.

The foresight of those involved in planning thesgergency routes is clearly reflected by the actwaints
which ensued in those critical months of Decemi#tlland January/February 1942. The purpose of this
article is to bring together an up to date histof'yhe end of the Horseshoe Route caused by myiléaents
and to relate them to the postal history of indinaibdcovers.

The first landing point of the Japanese was at IBatau on the North East Coast of Malaya just aftemight

on the 8th December 1941 [13]. This was actuallgeal time a few hours before the surprise evanBearl
Harbour. Unlike Pearl Harbour, this attack wasatgurprise,” the invading fleet having been dissrad and
tracked towards its destination. However, the midifeg allied forces were much constrained by atipali
dictate that the Japanesamistbe seen to have made the first aggressive act gfssano action was taken
until the landings began. Simultaneously with theading in Malaya, the Japanese were able to move
immediately into Thailand with no resistance (it moth some connivance) and occupied Bangkok thates
day. With their powerful army air arm and againsicin inferior forces, the Japanese were able thlestaair
superiority very rapidly which was to cause immésli@action by those responsible for the civilianmautes.

Proud [5] indicates that towards the end of Octob@e4l there was no longer awvernight stopover in
Bangkok although it was still on the route. It wasdently considered too much of a risk. On tiie 8
December the flights intended to transit into Baolgthat day were swiftly diverted onto the firsttbé major
‘reserve’ routes. So swiftly in fact, that BOACng& managers Runciman and Brancker were stranded a
had to evacuate overland out of Thailand. This ResRoute 1 was intended to take the flights doken t
western side of the Burma — Malayan coast via Mexgd Penang to Singapore.

However due to the power of the Japanese forceshendhpidity with which they were able to achiare
superiority it was only possible to make one sirglieh service: WS145 ex Sydney on December 4ther Af
only 2 days in action the skies over the war zomeewirtually dominated by the Japanese. On the 9t
December the second Reserve Route 2 was forced &mldpted. This took the services out into théaimd
Ocean with refuelling stops in the isolated Andartsdands, then to Sabang and Medan on the westast

of Sumatra before proceeding to Singapore.

This route was relatively safe for a while but withcontested access through Thailand the Japaneddyq
reached the Indian Ocean coast and occupied thielciiat Victoria Point in south west Burma on thth
December with the strategic island base of Penallmning shortly afterwards. This gave the overimfiag
benefit of air cover to the enemy which now reachatto the previously safe western coastal arédiseo
Malayan peninsula and Sumatra. The Japanese pesss inexorable and the loss of a civilian plame
direct enemy action, a DC3 of KLM airlines, at Madan 28th December, brought matters to a head.
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Left Map from “Merchant Airmen,” [1] showing
how Japan cut the Horseshoe route.

Singapore by this stage was well under the
hammer and the decision had to be made that it
was no longer tenable to fly through there on the
main route. From December 30th Reserve
Route 3 was introduced with flights down the
west coast of Sumatra and hence directly to
Batavia. Singapore was to be serviced by
shuttle flights to and from Batavia, mainly by
Qantas flying boats but also reportedly by KLM
land aircraft.

These crucial flights continued under increasing
difficulties through January. Singapore was
besieged by the 30th January 1942 and the
Japanese assault on the island commenced on
the 8th February. The Qantas flying boat
“Corio” had been shot down by Japanese
fighters off Timor island on 29th January 1942.
The newspaper report of this incident, shown on
the next page, is from the “Canberra Times,” 4
Feb. 1942 edition. Japanese air superiority was
now almost total in the fighting zone and from
February 4th it was considered too dangerous to
make the flights into Singapore.

A couple more through services from India were
made via Batavia and Tjilatjap in Java but the
inevitable had to be faced, the Horseshoe Route
was becoming too unsafe to continue. The last
through service out of Sydney to Durban was
WS160 departing on 26th January, and that into
Sydney NE161 arrived there on 23rd February
1942. The great Empire Horseshoe route was nowrestvS&ingapore had already surrendered on the 15th
February.

In his wonderful book, “Front-Line Airline,” [2] Bnnet-Bremner quotes excerpts from QANTAS Flight
Captains’ log books. It is perhaps relevant toehaook at these in order to gain some idea ofigtks being
taken to get these services through to their datstims. The reports that | have selected are tHosetly
relating to two of the covers described below.

“N.E. 155 18-a21/1/42. Caplain 5. K. Howard, G-AET? Circe.

“* An hour after departure from Rangoon a message was received that Rangoon
was being raided. No radio contact was established with Port Blair until
twenty minutes before landing. The operator claimed that he was not
advised that the service was on its way and only came on watch by accident.
“Om arrival at Port Blair I was asked by the Commander of the Islands
to do a flight over Rutland Island with him aboard in search of Ja
boats, He stated that for the past three days Japanese planes ha«fa;;-f
seen over this island. T at first refused uniess permission was obtained from
H.C). but later decided to do the flight on & written order from the Commander.
This was carried out and lasted about 40 minutes. After departure from Port
Blair on the 2oth no radio contact could be made with Sabang where I
intended to land, as T had a bag of diplomatic mail aboard for Sabang which
had bheen carried on to Port Blair by Captain Koch on W.5.155. About
forty-five minutes oot from Sabang 1 received a message from Port Elair
radio advising not to call at Sabang as the place was being raided. T had
strong tail winds and decided to carry on to gih-u;lga. There I had the same
experience as other pilots. We had sent the whole town into their airraid
shelters, Only an hour befors our arrival the place had been bombed and
machine-gunned by Japanese aircraft. One native was killed by a bomb
splinter and the Customs House riddled with machine-gun fire. Five bombs
were dropped, all of which fell into the water
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NE160 28/1-22/2/1942 Captain R.B.Tapp VH-ADZamilla. Karachi

** Next morning, 8 February, we both left eastbound. Gurney and 1 planned
to fly roughly parallel, but not together, so that should one have trouble
there was a chance of the other coming to his assistance as soon as possible,
We arrived at Calcutta that evening. Together we visited the R.A.F. and
asked for the latest information on the position at Rangoon and the Andaman
Islands. Rangoon was reported to be having continual raids. Mo information
from Port Blair had been received since I passed through westbound. That
this island should still be in our possession was of exlreme importance to us,
and we decided not to continue until commumication had been made.

" We arranged for Port Blair to be called on W /T and some harmless message
sent which must be acknowledged. After attempts next day, this procedure
was successful, Meanwhile, the positicn at Rangoon had deteriorated, and
as there wis only one passenper for Rangoon we decided not to go in there
and made arrangements for the passenger to be carried by C.N.A.C to Sashio,
from which place he conld easily gef into Rangoom. Next day, Gurney left
early to fiy Caleutta-Akvab-Port Blair,

Port Blair

" Midday came, and Mchillan was still working throogh the heat when the
 easily detectable note of enemy aircraft was heard, Evervene left the flying
boat and came ashore. A Japanese reconnaissance adreraft few straipht
overhead at about 7000 fect. To our amazement, nothing happened. Tt
passed on. We waited some time, but it did not return, for which we were
thanlcful.
** Late that afternoon a run-up was tried and sverything seemed satisfactory.
We arranged to leave at midnight, reach Sibolga at 6.30 a.m., refuel and
continue an to Batavia, Ewverything was relpaded on to the flying boat and
at midnight we attempted to take o,
“To our disgost, the trouble showed up again just before we were airborne,
We were foreed to return to the moorings. MeMillan got straight back to
work, He had had practically nothing to eat all day, but within two minutes
he had his coat off, and bv 4 a.m. we had a satisfactory run down the take-off
area. It was too early to leave as we would arrive at Sibolga during the Jap
bombing of that area.
* We waited till o am. and then got away, There were two moments of
hesitation from our sick motor, but it picked up and we were off the water,
We flew well out to the west of the Little Andamans and Nancowry as no one
knew who occupied them then, Well out to sea we continoed on sonthward
till towards evening we turned back eastward to approach Sibolza,

Sumatra coast

“ Continuing to the Sunda Straits, we passed a large convoy heading for Java,
Keeping well away from this we passed very close to a small Dutch naval
vessel which had been at Batavia for some time and one we all knew well.
We were very low down and as we passed by, to our amazement weé were
greeted with two bursts of machine-gun fire from the aft gun, Apparently
we had not been recognized and possibly had not even been seen until we
were almost passing the ship.

QANTAS FLYING BOAT
SHOT DOWN

- w e o l—

13 Persoms Killed
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il todey the Minisber for Alr |Mr
Drakedord) asid that the B¥ing-noat

WRE 18 passengers And 4
t‘-ﬂwdmh
The wircraft wns foresd dowm by

an enemny fighter at the mouth of the
Moel Mine River near  Korpang ot
tha tiese when the Japancas . bormbing
raltis. wors madis on tho Lowh.

Thae Minkster ststzd thal ihs ma-
chine crashéd Into the sea when s
back wos broden, apl sank shorlly
afterwards,  Madical sy (1
usifg rushed to tHe infurdd, who are
known ip be on the mainland ..

The fying-boat was CEITYING
ton of mail metter, which is believed
Lu'll"h..'l“plwn;nﬁhm 'lﬂt.'lillu-ﬁ were: O, A
Farrbey, of Sarrawak; B. W tt:+
Culioch, of Nediknda 5:.:,&.): .1.. =4

;
g
g
i
4

ﬂ‘h; WE anmd mnchine-in

woupdn-in the left arm wed jedt leg. |
| e—

From the “Canberra Times,”
4 February 1942 edition.

= T@,@W’ P - 0.
N ¥ SNz ,(: ({ £ Q@
% w LA get, i §

Malaya had fallen to the Japanese, but clearlyctheer was

Cover No. 1. franked correctly at 1s/3d.
per ¥ oz. rate for the Horseshoe route.
Datestamped London, 10th November
1941. It would probably have left the UK
on the 18th November on the ship “Clan
Macneil,” which arrived at Cape Town on
the 26th December 1941 [5]. At this time,
BOAC were unable to carry air mail
because the aircraft were fully laden with
“Urgent Government priority traffic,” and
thus much air mail was forwarded by sea,
both from Durban and from Cairo.
Correspondence in the Post Office
Museum & Archive, London, shows that
the mail for Malaya carried by the “Clan
Macneil” was forwarded from Durban by
sea in the Dutch K.P.M. ship “Straat
Soenda.” It is not known how far she
proceeded before it was known that
undeliverable and was thus returned @o th

sender. The backstamp of 28th May 1942 shows wtlanved back in the U.K. after a very long delay
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Cover No. 2. Dated Capetown, South
Africa, December 2nd 1941. Note the
special Christmas charity stamp.

The cover most likely left Durban on the
6th December, via BOAC service NE145,
which was the last before the Japanese
attacks began and the third NE service via
the reserve route: Rangoon — Port Blair —
Sabang - Belawan - Singapore which,
since the 9th Dec., had replaced the normal
routing of Rangoon - Bangkok — Penang —
Singapore. The war zone was avoided and
Singapore was reached on the 18th
December. This service terminated at
Sydney on 23rd December so the mail was
there just in time for Christmas!

Cover No. 3. Datestamped A.l.F. Post
Office No. 16 on 21st December 1941
and also Australian Base P.O. No. 1 on
22nd December 1941. The cover is
addressed to the Australian
aerophilatelist H.N. Eustis and has an
Adelaide b/s. of 9th January 1942. This
was from the MEF area and clearly went
by airmail. The first assumption would
be that it went out of Cairo on service

(A Al A P Ay NE149 which arrived Sydney Oth

[ 5 S January 1942, the date of the cover’s
slelace arrival in Adelaide. Thus it could not
VL it st fates have been carried all the way to Sydney
2 - by NE149 but it could have been
e A offloaded from this service at Darwin,
SwaTaz ' where it arrived on 7 Jan., and then sent
&é.lw‘:}f to Adelaide by an internal service.
s — NE149 operated a shuttle flight from

Batavia to Singapore causing a delay but
it is also possible that the service carried thescas far as Batavia, where it arrived on 4th danuand from
there it could have been flown to Sydney by a KL&dvice which departed Batavia 5th January and edriv
Sydney 7th, thus allowing two days for the covebbeéaconveyed from there to Adelaide.

Cover No. 4. This cover has a
clear datestamp of 23rd December
1941 from Darwin so there can
have been no hold up in the
internal Australian airmail system.
If this cover was processed and
then censored very promptly it
could possibly have been placed
onto the Qantas service WS150
which  would have departed
Darwin early on the morning of
the 24th December. The service
went out to Durban with little
incident although it was the first
not to make the overnight
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stop at Singapore before going through to Sab&uyld the censors have worked that quickly?

On the other hand it is just as likely it went bie hext Qantas service, WS151, which departed Davwithe
27th December. This service went through withdifficulty but made an overnight stop at Port Blairthe
Andaman Islands well out of the way of Japanedadig!

There is yet another intriguing and possible altwe. My cover is

DESTROYED IN | addressed to an Australian Army recipient in theRViEea. We know
RAID that Australian forces airmail to this destinatiotas definitely being

carried on KLM Dakota flights, Bandoeng to Lyddattzat stage of the

_ _ ‘| Japanese invasion. This is dramatically confiriogdhe “crash” covers
Maﬂ For Australians | referred to in the press cutting shown left, frofiné Mercury,” Hobart,
BATAVIA, Tussdsy —A KLM sero-| 31 DecC. 1941 edition. Proud indicates that KNILNMyHts departed
plane, which was destroyed in a Japaness | Darwin both on the 24th and 27th December; herisectivercould have

| raid on the serodrome ar Medan, the eapi- g ? ’
il of Sumatra, evntained 3L bags of | gone on the latter date at least for a possible@cion with the KLM

o e e e Al the mati| Service at Batavia on the 28th December. The probith this is that on
T e e e e o Ty | the evening of the 28th, the aircraft involved wiastroyed by Japanese
scoved @ direct hit on the KLM office. | gction whilst on the ground at Medan! Brian PeacéCatastrophe”

y Sept. 2009 states that, “The mail on board therafiravas recovered
some in a damaged condition and forwarded on theawailable service.”[9]. This article illustrat¢he two
known covers from this incident and which is camfed by inscription and cachet. Both these items are
addressed to military recipients in the MEF and gated Perth 19th December 1941 and Melbourne 17th
December. Looking at these two dates from soutAestralian states, and that of Darwin 23rd Decemnfitne

my cover, the use of the word “intriguing” is sekplanatory. Was my cover an unscathed survian the

Medan incident? Unfortunately and frustratinglgrgnare no backstamps to give any clues!

Cover No. 5. Datestapmed Field
Post Office 501 3rd January 1942
which was located at Singapore at
that time. This cover would probably
have been flown out of Singapore to
Batavia on one of the first shuttle
flights, Unfortunately there is no
backstamp to confirm exactly when,
L::sss 1. GoOC although perhaps the most likely was
- ek I"‘I STREET, that made out of Singapore on the 6th

YOIEY. January 1942 by the S.23 “Camilla,”
- i operating service SW153.  The
e AT e E i R.A.F. censor stamp raises a point of
interest: were any mail services being
carried out by military aircraft?

Cover No. 6. (Shown top of next page). This unobtrusive Ingkcover perhaps appears to be more straight
forward! It has a faint but definite datestampMslbourne 22nd Jan. 1942 and a Bombay b/s. of &th F
1942. It would almost certainly have been on erWWS160 which left Sydney on 26th January. Tais r
cover was on the finahrough Horseshoe route flight out of Australiehe next service, WS161, left Sydney
on 29th January and flew only as far as Darwimaaigh the Calcutta to Durban section also operatdulis

the route was finally broken and from then on tavise operated only between Calcutta and Durban.
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Cover No. 7. Datestamped Indian
Section Base P.O 4, 22nd January 1942.
This was located at Singapore at that
time. There is a b/s. of Poona, India, of
4th February 1942. This cover would
have been flown out of Singapore on one
of the series of shuttle flights between the
besieged island and Batavia, probably
between 25th and 28th January. Then
onto service WS159 out of Batavia on
the 30th January before arriving into
Calcutta on the 1st February. The sender
of the letter was an Indian army patient
in a military hospital and as this went on
one of the last flights out of Singapore,

cr

one can perhaps wonder what his fate might have. béepoignant reminder that our covers were attual

more than just a piece of folded paper.

TCE NAIL

AR ANVIDIN

OPENEDNBY GENSOR

™

Cover No. 8. To Australia,
datestamped Calcutta, 30th January
1942. No backstamps. Censored in
both India and Australia. This cover
offers a couple of possibilities. If it
was processed and censored very
quickly at Calcutta, there is a chance
it could have been placed on service
NE158 which left Calcutta on the
morning of the 31st January and
arrived Sydney on the 12th February
making the first flight via Tjalatjap.
However it is important to note the
time of the datestamp on the cover is
7.30 PM so it would have had to
have been handled very
expeditiously indeed to catch the
flight the next morning.
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It is more likely that the cover did not leave Calcutta umiié 9th February on service NE160. The delay
being caused because the next service, NE159,natei at Calcutta. Service NE160 was flown througho
by the flying boat “Camilla” from Durban to Austral reaching Darwin late on the 18th February. fdpert

of Qantas Captain Tapp quoted in [15] actually corg that mail was carried on this flight. NE16@smhe

penultimate Horseshoe service from Karachi to Sydne

Unfortunately the morning of the 19th February 194% marked by the occasion of the first Japangaeka
on Darwin! Here the “Camilla” narrowly escapedrgedestroyed by Japanese bombers and only escgped b
being heroically flown away to safety during thédré&o neighbouring Groote Eylandt. The aircraftetat
returned to Darwin to pick up passengers and raadl leaving there before dawn on the 20th February
continued via Townsville, eventually reaching Sygloa the evening of the 21st February. Poor “dafhni

did not survive long, crashing in the sea off Rdaresby in 1943!
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Cover No. 9. Datestamped Sydney

9th February 1942. By then

Singapore Island was being invaded
and surrendered six days later, on
the 15th. The letter was never to
reach its destination! Possibly it was
put onto service no. WS162 which
departed Sydney on the 11th
February but that only went as far as
Darwin,

The cachet is poignant and self-
explanatory. The D.L.O. backstamp
of 23rd March 1942 confirms its

fate!

Cover No. 10. From Burma to India.

Datestamped Mawkwe 13th
February 1942 and backstamped
Kandanoor, India, 26th February.
Cover was censored in India. At this
stage of events Indian National
Airways Ltd. was operating an
emergency service from India to
Burma, presumably to provide for
the large Indian military contingent
operating in that theatre of war.
There was a final flight by I.N.A.

out of Rangoon to Calcutta on the
17th February which could have
conveyed the cover. A week later,
on 24th February, this routing was

replaced by an INA service directly out of Magweabkwe) itself to Calcutta. In the latter instatioe cover
would have to have been processed very rapidiydmlin order to reach its destination on the 2ftthat

month!

A final alternative is that the cover could haveéransported north to Lashio in central Burma pladed
onto the Chinese (CNAC) service going from ther€#dcutta. This would account for the seeminglyglon

time spent in transit.

My guess is that this is an Indian army origin qoaed that it went out on the final INA service rfro

Rangoon on 17th February.
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KEEPING OPEN
AIR ROUTES

Alternative Plans

EYDNEY. Wedneaday —~To disruse plans
fnr krrpn:a NEErE ALE Briles helween  Aies
‘raid and Girea® Beirain, Mr.J W A Bran-
vher Fegional ditecinr fof Indim and Burma
for Britah Oreress Alrwava, Cappived  |n
Svdpey From Karachl by Aving baat today. !

+ sald the Pacific war had fmr-uﬂ the
diMcudties  Af  maintaining  regular  alp
scheduyien and he would nd several duve
n Austealia discussing wilh Qantas Empire

Adrwavy the possibdlity of altecantive rogbes.

Ta trveal whal roddes were bDelng con-
aldered woid give vildable infommation 1o
theeremy, bul Australlens oould rest pssursd |
that evers ofart would be made 1o malnbsimn|
eficiern Gir commiuiications. he sald.  One
duh]ruln' 'i'-r':'ln- st pommiercinl alreralt wers
E dobgEr being Wil in the Britgh Empire, |
end i production in the Uniled Hlmc-mﬁ-r:r
rlively devoted bawar puUmeses (1 walld
o Imposaible ia replace Jost machines, |

At this point it is perhaps worth looking at the n@erations side of
these wartime services. Towards the end of 194Hthseshoe route
was under severe stress as the wear and tear dlyitfgeboats and
their crews took a toll and the volume of mail beén Australia and
her forces overseas forces increased. Agreement made that
QANTAS would take over the task of manning the raiftc from
Sydney through to Karachi instead of Singaporés televant to note
that the crews involved were operating a common pb80OAC and
QANTAS aircraft. The first such flight from Australto Karachi was
on 16th October 1941 and the return service lefaBla on the 23rd
October. (The press report shown left, is from éTNlercury,”
Hobart, 8 Jan. 1942 edition).

Parallel with this, BOAC had also negotiated armmgement in June
1941 for the Dutch airline KLM to carry military fees mail from the
MEF to Singapore where it was mandatory to be teared to
QANTAS. Although the subsidiary KNILM was flyingegular
services into Australia at that time, strong poditiaction, particularly

l'ﬂ'l'l_ Arancker whao in rhe wan gf 1be Lt |
Alr Viee-Marshal Sic Seftor Brancher aqs inl

by Sir Hudson Fysh, prevented the Dutch getting thends on any of

Bangkok when P serresdesed o faps ] ; i i i
excaped W) J!:-.Elrl.:1n athers i dmae Ei 11 the mail contracts that QANTAS saw as their owris Ihot possible to
arrnplarie, frial Raakr qad ear b eafrE b e . - H 7 ” H ¥

o it ”-.-..\:.f wrih thee e fdn i eme len 1 identify which “troop” mail was flown by KLM and wibh by the
"l ] T it i ST T iy i ) . . . ..
Aerial Trocopnr 1 he borme e et | Horseshoe service, but it must be taken into adoatien examining
e botder and remced Raneon oy tie| covers such aio. 3.

basf ear and imain There were 180 wiil
- B r 280 wh e
in Bangknlk when they leff :

With the commencement of the Japanese hostilities, common
pooling of aircraft became a much higher prioritg although QANTAS crews provided most of the “heav
lifting” through the war zone, the aircraft thetv®s came and went as required. In addition, Yahg a
meeting in Batavia in the middle of December betwibe Dutch and the Anglo-Australian authoritiesyas
concluded that “it was agreed to share all mail atietr loadings available to the best advantag@efvar
effort” [8]. This makes sense as the allies waghting a real war against a common enemy. It kaslly
the time for an airline trade war! However, thiakes it extremely difficult indeed to be certairaetyy who
carried a particular cover on a particular sergieetor.

KLM ceased flying through Singapore as early as8titieDecember, hence most mails emanating fronether
would be QANTAS flown although the Dutch airlineddimake some shuttle flights up from Batavia.
However, there is wonderful historical evidence Axfstralian origin airmail certainly being carriedy b
KLM/KNILM. This is the existence of at least twowers from Australia to military recipients in tMEF.
These covers were clearly amongst the 10,000 sogvitems from the KNILM aircraft “Nandoe” which \wwa
destroyed on the ground at Medan in Sumatra by prigitters. See covélo. 4 .

It is useful to note that despite the extreme dgyavi the war situation, it was considered mosaio troop
morale that the mail services be maintained aagaras possible. When the “Corio” was shot dowa the
sea, it was graphically described how one passdiogted to safety usingraailbag.

By the beginning of February 1942 the loss of Sioga was being anticipated and the Australian posta
authorities made the rather foolish announcemetittte services to there were being suspendedcéhised
vehement protest from the troops besieged on Saorgagnd the gesture was quickly made that the mail
service would “resume.” Nevertheless the flyingdtCorinna” made the final shuttle flight to Singaie and
back to Batavia on the 3rd and 4th February.

When the Japanese made their successful landir@alenbang, on the north Sumatran coast, on Fegbruar
14th 1942 it became clear that the airmail serfrica Australia through South East Asia and beyorad wo
longer tenable. When it ceased, the very bravdiaivicrews had for three months kept the mailsnflyi
through a war zone of the highest danger. It #héocredit of QANTAS and KLM that they continudeeir
services whilst the Pan American Airways airmailase to the East across the Pacific was terminatethe

8th December, immediately the U.S. entered the WHith the closure of the Horseshoe Route, thdiaivi
airmail services from Australia were effectivelyspended. They were not to resume until mid 1948nwh
Qantas commenced its long range “Catalina” flyingtiflights across the wide expanse of the Indiaead.
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- AIR MAILS TO
SINGAPORE |

| Ministers’ Assurance

CANBERRA, Sunday.--Eyery-'
thing possible will be done to
hasien the delivery of air-mails
to the fighting services at Bin-

Imperial Airways Gazette

- FLYING BOAT |
LOST |

; In Java Waters

SYDNEY. Tuesday—The ‘o of
the Axing bost Cirse with 18 pasen-
gers and crew of four off North-
Wast Australia st the end of Febru-
ary was sfnounéed by the managing

| gApore. director of GQuntas Empire Alrways |

Lid, 1Mr, Hudson Feshi teday. |
"I'r‘ ‘l;'l mhmn;::‘ w:rr _.}F n-ﬂs: The passerigers were all evacuecs |
ford. m&mﬁn P Ir-!m-.ﬂul.hl from Java, The lasi heard of the

Cirre war a radin message {romy her
¥ tor ., eommenting on & 50 i i 2
m m‘hﬂ)lt < “l o 150 mites off Juva, Since then noth
hting service: st Bingapore were

ir;!ﬂl::t beeni seen %f her, and pone

I passcnigers has been picked
at the mt' of mall=

i mot  &rri from

apg

1]
The Circe was one of the last two |

The Ministers seid that sir-msils fopes Thiow baste 19 lsave Jwa
oT USIrEila on e af STV I0E

'Tiu: Dow Iun the enmmy gwuntiet before the Jipanese iu'f;inn 51?:&-
1m Ihlmﬁmﬂ Hh“l =¥ Indiss -l“utﬂ ;f: T].Ii.lll,jlip for Broame on Febru-
1o Bingepors, and Bhe was under Capt W, B Pur-

tom, of Swvdpey., who was to have |
| . been married n few davs after the |
| Plaay, the neiure of whick eould Muing bost dizappesred,  He had |
not be vévealdd, had altsadvy been hesn with @untas sonce 1935 When |
'made by the two departments. but |111;‘é1air;ed s first pifnt in September.
1 | 4 L

gora ita % was  seconded 1o the |
mﬁ“h g;_, o mn% R AAF., but returned fo the com-
| thowe felays. | pany last November Other mem

{ af the crew were Firs? Dmrrrl
M. W. Bateman, Radin Officer H, G, |
A, Dates, and L. J. Hogan.

—r
e ——

The report shown above left, is from “The SydneyrMiog Herald,” 9 Feb. 1942 edition. As a final arety
sad footnote to the events described is the regpmtvn above right from “The Mercury,” Hobart, 1 Apr
1942 edition. Whilst on one of the final evacuatflights from Java to Australia, the flying bo&ifce” was
lost with all on board, almost certainly shot domnenemy fighters.
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Captain A.C. Thomas
Material provided by John Oliver

It was a great pleasure to me when, in the eamynser of this year, John Oliver made a flying visit
Winchester during his return journey from the horoenties to Cornwall. He brought with him a retent
acquired archive of the Imperial Airways’ pilot Gaim Alfred Cecil Thomas. John very generouslpwatd
me to scan much of the material and to feature soiikin this edition of the Gazette. | used therds
“some of it” very deliberately because in totak tmaterial would nearly fill this entire editior®nce again,
we owe John our thanks for sharing with us thigjuaeiand fascinating archive.

Captain Thomas is probably best known to aeropigis as the pilot of the DH86 “Dorado” on thesfit.A.
feeder service flights to and from Hong Kong in Btad936 and also as the pilot of the ill-fated Bowil&
Paul P.71A “Boadicea” which crashed in the Englidtannel on 25 September 1936 whilst on a flightnfro
Croydon to Paris. Captain Thomas was killed, agégd 36. He had been with I.A. from 1934.

Two portraits of Capt. Thomas. That on the rightwes him in I.A. uniform but what is the one onléi&

Photograph taken at Penang during one of the HaAl flight in early 1936.
(See Duncan Crewe’s article in the June 2010 |.Aze®te)
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Capt. Thomas’ obituary, published in the magazindaloway School, provides a brief overview of fife.
A copy is shown on this and the next page.

TAKEN FROM THE "CAMDENIAN"

THE MAGAZINE OF HOLLOWAY SCHOOL
JULY197%7

OBITUARY

Alfred Cecil Thomas, b.1900 - d.1936.

When the Imperlal Alrways liner "Bosdlcesg" myster-
lously dlsappesred flving over the English Channel, there
was brought to an untimely end a cereer which was marked
throughout by rere coursge, dogged perseverance and single-
ness of purpose.

A. ©. Thomas, who was & member of the Bechool from
1911 to 1916, hed early in lTife mede up his mind to be=
come a successful alrman, and desplte what would have been
To moat men insuperable cbastacles, he achieved hls amb-
1tion, and roge to the frent rank of the profeasion on
which he had set hls heart.

Sterting in 1ife &8 a wireless operstor, and later
becoming & bsnk clerk, he joined the Auxiliasry Air Force
in 1927, and quliekly rose to the rank of sergesnt. In
1928 he wae selected by the Hon. F. E. Guest to accompany
nim on & flight through Africa. From 1929 to 193%3, while

stlll working ss a bank clerk, he spent most of hls spare
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tlme elther on duty with 600 City of London Bomber Sguad-
ron, or at the London Aeroplaene Club. In 193% he declded
to give up his safe steady Job and take up flying profess-
lonally.

From then onwerds hias is & thrilling story of flights
from one end of the earth to the other. Of study in all
hls spare momente, end of eventually passing hls examlin-
atlon at Singapore for a Ist Olass Pilot's certificate.

In March 1936 he made 2ir history by pilotlng the first
eeroplane to carry mall to Hong Kong.

Hls lest flight, which ocost him his 1ife, was under-
taken - with characteristic generosity - %o oblige a
fellow pllot, for whom he actég_as subatitute.

This brief account can do but scant jJjustlce to the
memory of an 0ld Boy whose charascter and achievements are
inepirations, and whose loss is deeply mourned by all
those of us who knew him and reslised what manner of man

he wag. Our deepest sympathy goes out to his wife and to

gl1l thoese nesr and desr to him.
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Of the many items of ephemera in the archive, dllevling are, | think, of interest. Similar onegaeldom
seen except in museums.
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Front and inside of Thomas’ Aviator’s Certificatgsued in December 1928.
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Firat Officer A.C. Thomas

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED.

AIRWAY TERMINUS,
VICTORIA STATION, SW.1.

26th November 113 4 .

DEAR SiR,

We are writing to set ont the terms and econditions of your
employment with the Company. These terms and conditions are as
follows —

I. Until you are accepted by the Company as a First. Officer your
prigasement may he terminatod by one week's notice on either side.  After
vour aceeptance by the Company as o First Officer, yonr employiment shall
only be terminabile by you on giving three months' written notice, but the
Company shall be entitled to terminste your engagement at any time
withont asgioning any ressen, either on piving vou one month's written
notice or on paying you one month’s salary in lien of notice.  Furthermore
- Compang may dismisd yon sumarily without notiee or sakiry in Hen
of notice in the event of any conduct on your part which, in the gpinion
of the Comprny i, or may be, prejudicial to its interests.

2. The Company will from fime to time deeide where you are to be
employed, whether within or outside Eorope, and yon will abide by every
such decision.

3. Your duties will inelude (inter alin) working as a Navigating
Officer and/or Flight Engineer, operating and maintaining the airoraft
wireless apparatns and performing sach ground duoties (including those of
rround engineer) as the Company roguires.

4. Your serviees may, in the Company’s discredion, be nsed on any
nirerft owned or operated by the Company, or by any Company
associated with or subsidiary of the Company, both land planes and marine
aireraflt.

5. You will during the continuance of your engagement devote
your whole time to the Company’s business, and will not engage in any
olher business or profession or enter the serviee of any other party.

6, Bubject to the provisions of paragraph 10 hereof :—

(1) While you are on probation and unfil you ave accepied
by the Company as a First Officer you must be the holder of an

The first of seven pages of Capt. Thomas’ I.A. Bympént Contract.
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A Radio Operator’'s Certificate issued to Alfred Tas in New York in 1920. He was also issued inl 19&h a
Certificate of Proficiency in Radiotelegraphy byeth.K. Postmaster General. It may well be thatiihe started his
career in the merchant navy and that is the unifbiris wearing in the left-hand portrait of him shoon page 11.
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MISSING AIR
LINER

INTENSIVE SEARCH
REVEALS NOTHING

Actarding (o Reuter messages
from London there is still mo
news of the missing Imperial
Airwarys liner, Boadicen, - The
Dungeness  lifeboat ~ returned
having found no feace of her,
Extensive  cnquiries have failed
to réveal any indication of
having  passed over French
terrilory. Another  Imperial
Alrways liner has refurned from
a search for Boadicea. The pilot
did noi see any irace of the
missing: machine., The- Boadicea
was carrying portlon of the
African mail, Including mail for
South  Afriea and’ Rhodesia,
The portion was lelters posted In
London between & a.m. and 10.45
a.m,

The Boadicea crash.

John also brought a number of press cuttings angk s@ry scarce covers
involved in the loss of the Boulton & Paul P.71Ad&licea.” | am sure
those interested are already aware of the dethtiseocrash, which have
been fully documented by Henri Nierinck and KenfSehand so | shall

not repeat them here. However, the newspapengsttvill no doubt be

new to most readers. The sources of the cuttingsiat recorded in the
archive.

LOST AIR MAILS WASHED
ASHORE -
TR 2

LETTERS FOR AFRICA

The Postmaster-General announces
that part of the air mal for Africa con-
veved by the air liner Boadicea; which was
[ost on September 25, has been washed
ashore at ‘Cucq, Pas de Calkis, France
The recovered coirespondence,  which
consists of the nir mails for Jubs, El
Gepeing,  Maidugary,  Lagos, Niirobi,
Mombnasa, Mpika, Lusaks, and - Euast
London s being Torwarded for defivery
wherever this is possible.
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Shown below is a cover
from the U.K. to Lahore
together with the ambulance
cover in which it was
forwarded and explanatory

| missing since

Decemb@tO (Issue 38)
MAILS IN MISSING
AIR LINER

n.n‘-ﬂ

i — .

POST OFFICE STATEMENT

Mo trace had been found last night of
the air liner Boadicea, which had been
Friday afiernocon. The
following stetement was issued on Satue-

| dﬂ.}' h},- the Posl Office : —

The Postmaster-Genaral TEEEts to announce
that # portion af the air mails for the England-
South Africs and England-India-Malaya-Aus-
tralin services -—was on board the air liner
Boadicen which left London Tor Paris on Fri-
day, Sepeember 28, and is missing, The
muily involved cnmpriﬁc carrespondence for-the
England-South Africa service posted in London
on Friday morning, and correspondence for

the week-end- Enpland-India-Malava-Avstralin |

service posted in London up (o about 8§ 4.,

on Friday and in the provinces- geneinlly up |

to. Thursday evening. A -small quandty of
mail {or Gibraliar, and for France and places
m- North and Central-Africa served vin Erance,
was akio on board the missing aeroplane,  No
registered  correspondence Tor the Epgland-
Indin-Malaya-Ausiralin. service was-on board
the -Boadicea,  The 11|l|h of the: alr midils for
thie  wo me:rl: services Cin queslion  was
dispaiched by other aeroplanes.

|
Hir |

note from the G.P.O. which

was enclosed.

BY AIR MAIL

The General Snmtﬂf. 't = 1
N7.Mig.Burt Tusfitufey, .

&

Lakors, Imiiy, * .

i
& wan

RL53x

o

Forgrmente =l
_'_E,ﬂl,u;-ﬂcﬁ'?nstn] Pocket

. %)

Retarned Lotter Section,
Mownt Pleasans.
London, ECA,

ot —

Lt %z ’ I £ I ot
L c-ff.'- ftrsizadiier. .:-”_:.- o

AN ADVENTUROUS
JOURNEY

LETTER FROM WRECKED
AIR LINER

BRIGHTON—RAND
THREE MONTHS

JOHANNESBURG, Wednesday.

“The accompanying packet, which
was ashore on the coast of France,
was apparently conveved by the Im-
perial Airways aervoplang, Boadicea,
which left Croydon on Seplember 26,
and' failed to arrive ai Paris. The

ineonvenience oecasioned 5 re-
gretted.

This commenication, lngethe*r writh
an. envelope and letter much the
Wworse [or-wear, was zeceived yes-
terday by Mro A, M. Cogill,; gt present
af Bfakpan, from (He Hefurned
Letter Section, Mount: Pleasant, Loh-
don, - E.C.1L

The letler, a privaie one {o Mr
Cogill from Erighton, has had'&n
Pvenltul higtory, It left Brighten on
Sepember 24, and was put on board
the Nl-fated Boadicea, which came
dawn on the sea, with pilot, wireless
onerstor, and mails, on Eepiember e

Beverd] il bags wers recovered
saome time alter the erash, bul ap-
parently Mr. Cogill's letter was found
gtill later—about the middle of
November—since  postmarks —show
that it was sent back to- Dondon and
that, enclosed. in an etvelope; it
veached Mbeya, Tanganyika, on
November 27,

From there it went by motar busl
to Chimya, but Mr.-Coglll had, inthe
meanfime, left for the Transval,
and from Chunya the letter went; via
Dar-es-Salaam, reaching Mr Cug:ﬂ
at Kitzinger-avenue, Brakpan, three I

months after [t !E‘Et Brighton,

The writing in the leiter and on
the original envelope 1s siill logible,
although faded. —Heuter
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P.O. Box 260,
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Above front and reverse of a cover washed
il ashore at Cucq, Pas de Calais. Explanatory
cachet applied to front and reverse secured
with a pane of official seals applied by the
% French Post Office.
{ dB.Higgineon, EBegre., :-',;;ﬁﬁ:/
¥ {/‘f}"f‘- atockbraker
ey <0 g, ;
‘f‘{‘l " Y : NAIROEI,
= f'.-}f;; Kenya CGolony. . ‘
h.m_xﬁ‘

Above & right front and reverse of a cover
from the U.K. which was forwarded by the
French Post Office to Nairobi where, it is
believed, the“DELAYED SALVED FROM
BOADICEA” cachet was applied.
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Eastern Route Connections with the D.L.H. Athens Berlin Service
By Robert Clark

In the June 2005 issue of the Gazette Peter Wingent described tBelL.H. Athens-Berlin Service and its
connections withmperial Airways Africarservice. This article gives some examples of caimes at Athens
to Denmark and Germany from Australia and New Zehland adds information aboutDalL.H. timetable,
namelySummer 193@hat was not in the original article.

To Denmark, June — July 1936

Fig. 1 shows a cover postmarked in Wellington ofi 30ne 1936, addressed to Copenhagen and has routing
instructionsAustralia — Greece — DenmarkKts route to Athens was: sea from WellingtorStainey on 36

June - 8 July on theSS Wanganellagvernight train from Sydney to Cootamundra 8nidly; air on 8 July

from Cootamundra to Charleville I&utler Air Transportand connection at Charleville with theperial
Airways/Qanta®risbane - Athens servide/ 4600n 8" - 18" July.

E. G. Gablﬂ, EEI!.’ ‘
Commercial Seeretary, :
407 Vesgterport,
Meldahlsgade 1,
Copenhagen,
DENMAREK.

Fig. 1
There are Athens and Copenhagen
backstamps on 18 and 2% July
= respectively. It is correctly franked with
2s. 2d., the rate for air mail from New
Zealand to be offloaded in Athens and
flown to Copenhagen.

\u-’“l ,,_,\) 1?

", Illl"q:'
.
Q\AE

The airline timetable imageweb site contains complete timetables Bmutsche Lufthanskor: Winter 1932
& 1938 andSummer 1933 — 1939 & 194(The site also hdmperial Airwaystimetables.)

The route from Athens to Berlin was via Salonicacfia — Belgrade — Budapest — Vienna. Buemmer 1936
timetable shows the Salonica — Sofia stage beowrfloyD.L.H. three days a week on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday while the Athens — Salonica stage isvshas one of théServices operated by foreign air
transport companies”. This would be Elliniki Etaireia Enaerion Synkoinonion(Hellenic Aerial
Communicationsyvho had flown a daily (except Sundays) Athens -eiSah service since June 1930 and had
increased it to twice daily in 1936.

Hence after arriving in Athens on Saturday' I8ly, this cover would be flown Athens — Berlin blonday
20" July and then Berlin — Copenhagen on Tuesdayiall.



December 2010 (Issue 38) Imperial Airways Gazette

To Denmark December 1936 — January 1937

Fig. 2 shows a cover to Denmark postmarkei8cember 1936 which has the routing instructions:
Australia - London — Copenhagett has franking of 1s. 11%d. and, as the ratBéomark via London was
1s. 9d., has sufficient postage. However, it hpssdage du@& imprint with 50 centimes to pay.

Fig. 2

It was carried Wellington - Sydney on tAgvateaon 2F' - 24" December and connected at Charleville with
IW 509that left Brisbane on 36December and arrived in Athens two days late onrdday ¥ January.
There is a Greek transit mark datéli January 1937 on the back and so it was offloadefitteens. The
Athens — Berlin service was on Monday, WednesdayFaiday and so it would be flown to Berlin on Fyd
8" January and on to Copenhagen Brd&nuary.

As the rate for the service including Athens — Goa®en by air was 2s. 2d., the cover was deemeéeé to
underfranked by 2%d. which corresponds to the gestime of 50 centimes. So, the postal authoriig$ok
follow the routing instructions and then had theeathto add a surcharge!

To Germany December 1937

Fig. 3 shows a cover postmarked in Christchurcii®oBecember 1937 and addressed to Berlin. It hasngut
instructionsAustralia : Greece : Germangnd is franked with 2s. 2d. which is made up afifiternal New
Zealand airmail and 2s. 1d. félew Zealand — Greece — Germaiityhas an Athens transit mark on®21
December.

It was flown from Christchurch to Wellington off' December, carried on thvateafrom Wellington to
Sydney on ¥ - 10" December, connected at Charleville off' Diecember with flightw 609that arrived in
Athens on Tuesday 2December and would be flown from Athens to Beittia following day.

It is interesting to note that at this time theyopért of the route between Sydney and Southambiainwas
not flown was the overnight Sydney — Cootamundgable rail.

An interesting feature of the cover is the Greaksit mark on the front made up of the three Gobskacters
YEZX standing folNational Exchange Servic8imilar marks with the charactef$EN standing forNational
Currency Protectionare known. According to [1] they are Greek curgemontrol marks as the Greek
authorities were concerned about currency being@gnof the country. | am not convinced that thiss the
sole use of these marks as why would the Greekdinhauthorities be interested in mail that wakyon
transit?
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There are different arrangements of the Greek chersmas can be seen by comparing the mark onother ¢

in fig. 2 with the one on a cover from AustraliaG@rmany via Greece shown in fig. 3. It is postmdrin
Sydney on 4 May 1937, franked with 2s. 1d. and backstampedtirens on 18 May. It would have been
flown on IW 546that arrived in Athens on Saturday™®lay. Although theD.L.H. flights from Athens to
Salonica were on Tuesday, Thursday and SaturdayDih.H. timetable forSummer 193&hows that a
partner companyHellenic Aerial Communicatiohdlew Athens to Salonica on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday and so this cover would be flown to GermanyMonday 17 May.

PER AIR MAIL,
ETTSTHAHIA-GREECE—I}E:%
o

2% kv
4 uy
BY AIR MAIL KIH?)
PAR AVION f'l,f_ P -\:3.

IF HOT CLAIMED TN Tm;‘! PLEASE RETURN TO
BoX 2137 LL. G.P.O., SYDHEY

Fig. 3

Connection via Brindisi
The alternative to being flown from Athens to Berlivas for mail from Australia and New Zealand o b
offloaded in Brindisi and sent on by rail to German a rate of 1s. 9d.

Fig. 4 shows a cover postmarked in Wellington ah4m 2¢' August 1937 and has routing instructidter
Australia-ltaly Airmail It has aLate Feehandstamp and is franked with 1s. 10d. which ihetuld. for the
late fee.

The mail for theAwateaclosed at 3pm on 20August, but was accepted at tBentral Post Officein
Wellington up to 4 pm. for the payment of a late.f@heAwateawas due in Sydney on @3#ugust and so
the mail would connect at Charleville with servivé 578which left Brisbane on 25August and arrived in
Brindisi in the afternoon of"4September. This cover was then sent on by railasibackstamped on arrival
in Braunschweig on"7June.

Per Lnatrnlin-lt{}y Adrmail,

Salzdahlumerstrasse 198,

BRAUNSCHWBIS,

Fig. 4
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Connection in 1940
The D.L.H. Berlin — Athens service continued during the wad @&hL.H. took over Hellenic Aerial
Communicationgn June 1941. Théune 194D.L.H. timetable is shown iairline timetable images

There were connections with tiigastern Routealuring the early part of the waf cover postmarked in
Budapest on T0June 1940 and addressed to New Zealand is shoy@}.iAs it was backstamped in New
Zealand on 28June, it must have been flown from Budapest teAshon 18 June where it connected with
the last through flighBE 254before the Mediterranean was closed due to ltalgrang the war. That flight
left Poole on 9 June, was in Athens on"1dune and arrived in Sydney or"2lune.

Sources
New Zealand — Australia services by sea are in Ekening Postof Wellington available online at:
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz

Dates of thelmperial Airways/Qantasservices are inAircraft Movements on Imperial Airways' Eastern
Route, Vols. 1 and, dy Peter Wingent, Winchester, 1999 and 2005.

Information on theD.L.H. Athens — Berlin Services is imirline timetable imagesavailable at:
www.timetableimages.comnd in: The D.L.H. Athens — Berlin ServjcBeter Wingent, Imperial Airways
Gazette, Issue 27, pp 29-47, June 2005.

General Information about New Zealand acceptammeth&Imperial Airways/Qantaservices is irAirmails
of New Zealand, Vol. By Douglas A. Walker, 1986.

References
[1] A.242. Not Greek "OAT" Markings, but Currency Cohiarks Air Mail News, vol 44,
pp 84-88, August 2001.

[2] Airmail Hungary to New Zealand June 1940 Lee and J. Kennett, New Zealand Air Mail NeNs,672,
pp 4-5, July 2007.

John Oliver kindly provided this original press pdbgraph. A typed label on the reverse rea@s|den Horn
G-AFCK — (X8273) S26. Flown by John Parker of 8on 24 Feb. 1940 and then handed over to theFR.A.
Returned to BOAC in December 1941. On 9 Janua#\3 18olden Horn’ crashed at Lisbon killing Cpt. lloc
and 11 BOAC personnel, only the radio officer suing.”
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Press Cuttings of Imperial Airways’ First Regular Service to Cape Town
In the last two issues of the |.A. Gazette, press cuttings from the T.E. Field archive relating to the 1931 I.A.
flightsto Australia and the Christmas flight to Cape Town were featured. On the following pages are the fina
items from this archive and, once again, on behaf of us al | thank Duncan for sharing these rare items with
us. The only other way to obtain copies of these articles, coming as most of them do from Rhodesian and
South African newspapers, would be to visit the British Library newspaper library at Colindale, London, and
to search for them on amicrofilm reader. Imagine the time and expense which would be required to do that.

Imperial Airways Gazette

SAVA NIATTE NI VO THL OL

ze6l 1z AWYANYE Tingg BiRg 3D avasunsL



December 2010 (Issue 38)

Imperial Airways Gazette




Imperial Airways Gazette December 2010 (Issue 38)

= T e e T ———

Eﬁ?{gu ol T p1|qrmpuulmi ooty
I!#- i ehindrmnn ol the Teaanpariation Bougd for 'lhu-ihmlf
5 G rnltn'r:-'n, lh‘.-rprr.1 Algnr ﬁml-ﬁlr Wi d‘ﬂm .H"

fhie) e
___r_. e i S m—— ,—,.____:_‘,__..

& UM'L TIMES, wwm,m mﬁ:ﬁm é‘: m
. FIRST AIR

Iy ﬁll? KARACHI TO
LEMTE TO-DAY
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AIRPORT
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JaMUARY, 185320

Great Welcome for City of
E l s b s g

————

Aokl m’ﬂmm i |.1i.uc hisbory of
vivil wviabiv i;gp he ‘_Euiuu wna passsd
sestordny mmmﬁg— when the Imperial
Fhbwazs wrﬂ;%ﬁwl At
wived i Kimberloy on tote with il
skl b Tor Fnghand. Eumg;wdhad p
Wi Jokid nail apil that which hind come
from Beuth-Wast Africa by the Junkers
na:‘np‘lm, it depnried at 33 pom. for
atiather etogo ol the: jonrney,

A ropresantudive orowd of lending
wvitispns, dneluding the Mayor (Coun-
villur Cobien), the Magoress and the
Town: Councillors, Sic Mriest Oppen-
leimer, M.EB, M’n . Piekering,

Tuidd, e, Alpheins  Willions,
thn President of fhs Chomber-of Clam-
moree (e, M. E. J]dhl!ﬂ-x},, togather
with vity-officinls; were on the g;mu:uﬂ
to meet the sepoplang whisk came io
sl i 12055, Having eiveled the apio-
drome, it mode o graeefol landing ag
la o, il twsied to the front of
the Hest Hotse:

e Mayor wes the first to enter the
valin of the ﬂi‘t-): of Knaraphi 1o great
[ thi pilot, Coptam 'I'thpnmlﬂ:ul, amel
Coineillor Colien wia followed by the
Muyotess.

INEVENTFUL TRIP:

Mr. I Philipsan-Stew, Mr, H, P

Captuin Cusparentlns, who was ace
cotupumied Yy Mr. Thotupson as wire
less pporatar, ond Mr. Henest ok fiving
engrinecr, informed o rapréssntniive of

|

Tt eaeising sposi af approsimatoly
15 milz an hove wnd s normally a 14-

senter, hot for the purposes oF thiz
Cirip tho mﬁng: hmu.mmn&ntﬂm lias
hewts tudnend to saven sonts-to muke
i P anmil tantier.

An oot as the pilot Tmd !::m]e:],
vlitors worp allowed o enter the in-
borine nf the winehine and inspect: e
ssating wnd Hitting, and the Moyer
found ihe seats so comfortabile Thob

| B sgiont some time in one reading the

o aie s Cipe e wEpn per.

U ptain Casparouthos stated-tlint the
miti], from the. Cape wiz yery heary,
with o total weight of 481G,

THE MAIT, FROM S.W.A.

A Junkers avroplune arrived b 1147

carrging (he miail from Senth-VWest

Afrien, whivh we w[,g ﬁfﬂiﬂ; Enﬂh&lﬁ

o o' h qmoka, wis b baau, vnii:hw;

AThk., which, if based on np average

Jweleht of os., menns et clugs on
1,000 Jetters wore sont, The moehine
| iotsn browght twe hams of fnail amntter.
| Lor Kimberley. from: Uaputow.

ltnmudingaly: on arrival, tho oficials
tpole elarge ol Lhe Incoming maik,
Tomiting the nu-hgmng'l.mm amd rofuolled
\the peropliney whihe th pilot and his]:
wlﬂnﬂu together  with  Captain
Wright, thy South-TWest Alivan
Kirways; lrmk Biasreh T el Ttess Honse,
Llis s tho first time thet the Rest
Lz Tiak b mﬂhw from o ans=
wandls it will e nvﬂlibh‘lmu]lpnmv

drome,

Thy seroplans wos carrving matl for
iy dﬂﬂmhom. ‘I}n oz af mail
heing ahenrd for delivery to Johonries
Burg; one far Uniro, two for Paris, an,
o vers Tivge Doy for Lendon.

safuly loaded, the ongines wore stirted

iy, md ok 240 o, the machinge took

off, . nnd 'Im-uﬂfna over the Wmultﬂﬁ

Ming, puﬂeﬁ swiltly from viaw on

thinl stuge of 1t joine: o Fngland. |
A DARELY WEST PILOT.

Tiie South-West  Afviean  Afrvays
norupline, enrryiog the mail  from
Saontl-West Afriva, tnade such good
spaod on ite journey to Kimberlay that
It arrived over the Uity and Aunded at
thn aersdrome at 1147, before the
| Aayor and Conneillors Il-ﬂl ‘mrrived.
The piot wis met by Mr: Marris, Gity
Flestrical Fuginese, Mr, Hall (loml
rupraeniotiva of  Imperinl — Adrways)

T ml.ﬂffhuj i Tﬂl Ei?ﬂﬁ‘,uﬂ 'Jﬁp 1)
il biplane, DH.G66 Heranles type,

wies pnd pifivinis nrviving nt-the aero- -

Ehirkly - afior 2 p.m, |l Formakities |
laving bean & alt with and the mails |

FiRsST FLIGHT OF REGLULAR SERVICE FroM LONDDMN TO CAFE TOow

= = T ——

“Tha 'pi m:iul. WEEW
ni h-]ﬂ ok i

tor for pokssage in the Oity of Karachi,
i lnrge pﬁrﬂm of 1 came from
Winithoolk, but ﬂli:‘bﬂu-m'ﬁ-h'
for tlie mail from oll the ontleing dis
tricts, Coptain Weight it 'W‘mﬂ:h‘uhlt.

r.e.rhr ﬁumﬁﬂhﬁw mm'ﬂ

,ﬁm&'mm abesd of hIa ﬂi‘mﬂulu&

time; -Hoon after hig porival his father

mﬂ hml.hﬂr camn in Iﬂ!ﬂi Barkly Wost
tiv goe lim;

—

DEPARTURE FROM THE CAPE.

Capetown, Wednesday.

Tha City of Karapi m,:
"Hrst nir mail -.tuI.mn-n.?u;h u"i"l"m&-
field Airport ‘o ekpdd’ 0t 850 nom,
\toadny. The ‘plane a8 ﬂtma by
Captain R, 1. Casp the
Hanll Afrioan Dieman. Eﬁa in r]ngz in
Jolannesbirg ot 5,10 g, fo-day.,
Wha ninils are: dis at Croydon on
i 7. Over 17,000 Iottars left
Bwat&ﬂn qn the mail. “There woro no

TFifty ponnds
wary sent by tho ¢
Union High ﬂumn'-tmnmr iu.]:mdnn
iu:lud!n# enaey. of nuutm.-im.

The first regulnr air gil from
Earapn 15 ﬁuh Tn ‘Capatown af 510 on
Sunday.—H

n.p:ﬂﬂ";sf ENORMOUS MAIL.
Jolinnneshurg, Wednssday.
To-morrow’s air mafl for Tandon
from Johannesburg will ba an ener-
mous ong of ovar 80000 letters,  The
tatal weiglht of mail matior intended
far the plane Teaying t-morpew marm-
“ing s alrendy 4001h.  The mail Austill
powizing ioto logal post affices. —Spexial,
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CAPE TIME& ES. FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 1932

ELONN-CAPE AIR : -SEGgN{II; f;;PN TO | ARRIVAL AT PIETERSBURG
MAIL LATE -

: - DEPARTURE OF CITY OF ﬂfha::;“:*;%}ivﬁm &“‘*‘ﬁ i
18 HOURS: BEHIND TIME AT BRASRA FROM RAND ]:1‘3: i ‘:%h 1 e f;f ¥
NAIROBI plas ok il ﬂﬁﬂ‘ﬂ

=4 = o8 T o Jﬂmm;;ﬂﬂﬁ, Thnﬂﬂqr
j The City of Basrs, the g
; = ! 2 scomnd Ewﬂ-mﬂ e
SLIGHT MISHAP TO g: e 1 g ,1“’1:‘;;2 Y gnler wwkly

rvu:a oern o Landon,

AT BULAWAYO

BULAWAYO, Thiesdny.
ciaigity M“h"’h o E““":Em"g%“ﬂ““ | [ oot ety SO b ane to
", . un
Bk ﬂtlﬂ!ﬁunl:fnﬁr ,Fuht-uqt_;r, t';: icad 1 I':brEE’u hut'y ab mqa yu—ﬂuﬁml
(From Our Correspondsnt) e Oy of Haars cariel 8, ok _ ]
NATROBE, Thursdsy. | | Gotes :g:.iﬂu porcely for Lenden, PR | RESERVE PLANE ARRIVES
Tlie firsk Imperisl Kirways maohins OF this, 35,000 ovdinary letbers and 1,752
oty theough pervies from Lopdon ta registored arfizle wﬂg ing 564 1 2 ox
the Copo arrived of Nairobi at 11| | were sont ftum Johanneaburg. PROKES m n A
o'ofock this- morning, 18 hours lote L %ﬂ %nhtqhh nnl-; It Aipietal. Adewas Lu:.n: to]
~ Aftev wostay of an hour, the passon- g A - M i mt.l‘smml m nrnwl it
poes harriedly repmbarbad.  In the in-| whlda -lrlli}mtu onciied. u'l;nu.'a B uiclogk R
“"‘“- T “ﬁ,;“ﬂ“a R ol ll L e T w‘ﬂ“.ﬁﬂi
st S el beansterred fo 4 i } & Solig bosk Joe e, M8
'le pomipletaneas of Tmperial Air: Itm L.,h b nrs‘lﬂ;ju mﬁ,.mg“'
:‘:mﬁmh ‘to mdvies the pob- | ant wn.p t.hu w nmil - nvrodn
l:m of the timn uE arpival onuksd tlis Imm.?‘ i) m‘n:i? o fbur-engived
g_ml.tut mnhﬂxdh L Hund
Ua
"ﬁ',‘ "’””ﬂa postal. . wid the m%hgtii- e
t.um afficial prominent mam- | ity h“ i:l‘:mh sl o
of fhe pu i, neeembled’ o mel Enlnrdirpﬂh th,%ﬂ.. iy
i tha plage  but  were. Iﬂﬂlﬁpﬂ nted, ovit - Stutl '“dff Hm aw mir ser-
a.uammﬂam ‘rnn-:-ming befory eight ugluul: vg_;,: vﬂ%m v Vynll Vyvian and Lody
e And To- ] o Triend. : <y
m:& ot 1.‘:-.1“ mﬁm ml'lhl.'« mueling ﬁn'h‘:nfgi?_ﬂi Telbi ‘will leave the Rond
S s del i Euhrﬂm“au?ui;ﬁ Y %mirﬁniﬁt
| 1 f- th v waal | ! : Caiptain B A, AR
Hﬂ, fuﬂﬂﬂm partially explained [ oo a tha pilat.—Ratar

ihn breaking of a flylng wikd s
Loma ladt Jubn, which necessitated
' m o thato.
Mliz wmaehine iz only proceeding. to
Didoma todny, swd  therefors (e
seledale ling besh upsety

THE FIRST AR \ain e THE CAPE [V ke Wt B

“Melowi,'" s 18esender ginmt aiv fwee, abod to Teave for the Cape, dolies fasd somd thae lirgert ali revided T the sarld
et by B aleparin e sl His m#ﬁw o its B.con wilnd jauriey fron Lonsdur ¢ i.'p?:""rrprl nlnih :.ﬁglg;m: u:: |mn|\
South Afriea.  Elrren days s the time soletuled for the Tight, tat wering uearh o meeb omer e _fmr_a.r il bt
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THE AIR MAIL
ARRIVES

NO DELAY IN START OF
RETURN SERVICE

PLANE TO LEAVE
THIS MORNING

FLIGHT THROUGH TO
KISUMU

PICKING UP THE
SCHEDULE

The English air mail renthed Capo
Towh du the Ciy of Kovachi st 555
yestordny afternoon—two duys late.

e City af Kavachi will lenve with

the nerthwsrd-boand mailon schedula o

ab 5,00 this marning,

She will fiy through 1o Kisumo
cend will, probably - pick up last;
o week's mail; whicl was delayed hy
| tho'meeidont to the City of Delhi at
t Breleen Hill

(Phe il which areived’ yesforday
weighed 185 1b. sid included a copy
of The Times (London) of January
2,  addressed “to the Govarnoe-
General. Thére wos- alse n small

guantity of freight.

CAPE TIMES, WE

SCHTTHWARD SERVIGE
The Uity ol Bagdad loft Broken Hill
at 1030 a.m. yesterday. for Kisumn.
Bl will pic. wp the soutlivard-
baiind | wvails
bring them {o Caps Town:

Thus, although thers ara two Tiners
temporarily oul -f action, it is stated
thit the earvies will be ahls to keep up
to seheduly, !

Flights stich ap thet' from EKisump fa
Cupe . Town nre routine: ward fop the
Iimers

A mesige  From Brokew Hill  says
Bl 18 s Dalioved that peonnd commu-

| [michtio: hre been ostablished with thia
| PUtr of Delhi, which, vith last wack's

northward mail aboard, is Legged 1 a
vlei wept Broken H

' RELIEF PLANES

The City of Bagdnd d il | peadi
malkey rurfum et 1l the mm'” l:'ilgf
ug ahe pasned peon yeaburdiy, lrﬂd'd]?-!ll]ﬁ-
baﬂahinirdpphﬂ i paralfine tins: weapped "
sieking, i

A Bewter message  from Londonanyn
that eelinf aiverndl nve poshing: (o Afvics,

Ay AvrocAvinn menoplann Ielh Croydon

- Monday and uuuth:ﬁ!. will Jeave in o

iy o twie 'Cwn pochines ued alsa be-

Ang simt from Uaina

Tmperial & - ailids tha ;
e A e o
uﬁ,tlwhmu mﬂh;?ﬁ._ = sl Lin !.?#H}_
e B . -lﬂﬂ,hl- i DK,
spspintly o) ﬁ':i.]fnr T iy ‘;

] D L

anking. Post statos Hag, HI. toga St Ao
cialb s Detig ased an, oily o sentiong ef;
the Afrlunn ronte. ﬂg}r{pmwﬂﬂgh;

ks wve alrendy Lieing used for servige in

akhor seelion,

DNESDAY, WEBRUARY 3 1082

there  tp-moreow  and [

|SOUTH AFRICA'S CHAIN OF

(| e o wtptions, which are fally equipped |
|| with  mitoorclogivel instromienta |
|| ballapns wee zent up lo dseertaiin tho velo- |
[ ikl dieeting of tha wind at difael |

| WEATHER DATA FOR

THE LINERS

STATIONS

TRETOIRIA, Theallny.
Engudries ub tha Einn Mednorolozieal
Oflice ahow | haf, Sonth- Alrion poasesses i
chmnjilete snge of weather atadons along
tha Tmpevinl -Afrwors ronte; and la alili fo
bkarp e ale liners iformed. of eonditions
Ak any time
The  moin itokloos o Pietdedburg,
Gurmiston, Klmborlor, Victorn Wedt,
Matrooslorg, Worcestor, und Cipe Tewm,
and thety ave fnlevmedlofe daticns. ot
-llimil_lﬂ. Ii'ﬂﬂ'h_ Iﬂh‘;ﬂ!m‘lﬂ.ﬂ Hj’lﬂh‘wm+
Honpsiad, I Ahr, Boaofort Wesl, and
Tallngh
Thitwn jn o, pokrrinisd officinl 5 ssel of

_PHat ||

Fovieln,

Iyimedistely hefore wn aie Liner looves |
Capo Town, for exsmple, the pilat & cup
plieed with weathior dath, oo thy weathae
stubidsis on Lo oute as fie on Vickorii
Weal,  While thiy mocldie §5° 6 the uir|
the uppar v conditions. are sspeffained at
Wictorin West: aid ensemilted to the ol
Heor by elin, dron .Hl,ﬂ-ﬂ?]i_ﬂﬂ- The. sume
f ‘r:m: 8 foliowed all along the roule—

Transfurriny e bags of nal. froeme e Cite of Korocld 1o o Past Ofleee wrenin ot Womgfield

Agrodrome yesterday afteinoorr.
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Karachi — London Air Mail to and from New Zealand 1929-1930
By Robert Clark

Although the weekly Imperial Airways London to Kaha air mail service started on Saturday"3@arch
1929, mail was not officially accepted for Austeadind New Zealand until August.

In [1], Walker states:
“... a small number of covers addressed to Austnatkire definitely carried on the inaugural service
.... Although it appears not to have been previoustorded, it is reasonable to assume that a few
covers addressed to New Zealand were possiblyedaon the inaugural flight and then forwarded by
surface mail to destination.”

To New Zealand, March 1929

Fig. 1 shows a cover which is, as far as | am awthezonly known first flight acceptance for Newaland
[2]. It is postmarked28 March 1929in Liverpool, has the manuscript inscriptidfrinted matter'and has
postage of 9%d. made up of 6d. airmail, 3d. regfistin and Y2d. reduced surface rate.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Pl 279402 for o
{fz"!‘tﬂ.{*{:‘?ﬂ;x i /‘fi'l“-l__ 2.

’-’;’)L-a‘_t. pr-fa )

Fig. 1

There is an indistind€arachi REGbackstamp which appears toh®M on6 APR 29the date when the first
flight arrived in Karachi. It then went via Madrasd the Dhanushkodi — Taliamannar ferry to Colombo.
There it connected with the P&0O mailbd@athayon Saturday 18 April arriving one day early in Fremantle
(Perth) on Monday 22 April, but did not arrive in Sydney until"2May. From Sydney it likely went to
Wellington on theMaunganuifrom 3° - 7" May.

First Official Acceptance

The first official acceptance of mail for Australiend New Zealand on the London — Karachi servifte le
London on Saturday 31August 1929, but the plane crashed while landindaak in Persia on"6September
and all the mail was destroyed in the fire.

Surface mail left the UK on a Thursday and joinkee mail boat at Marseilles while the air mail left the
Saturday and caught up with the mail boat at CotmmAs the air mail only gave a saving of two dé&gsn
London to Perth (24 days instead of 26) it waselittsed and the service from UK to Australia andvNe
Zealand was withdrawn between May 1930 and May 1832
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Australia to UK, December 1929

From 12" November 1929, the air mail left Karachi on a T™asrather than a Sunday and that gave a better
connection with mail from Australia. The first &ptance of mail from Australia to be flown on thargchi —
London air mail left Fremantle on ti@ronsayon Monday 18 December.

' B HE, Melhoarie
B“t‘lwgr'“:‘[‘hllfﬂ

No. 6528 .

Fig. 2

The cover shown in fig. 2 is postmarked in Melb@uon 14' December and would have been carried by
overnight train to Adelaide, flown on the Adelaidd?erth air mail service on %5 16" December, taken to
Colombo on théronsayand flown Karachi — London on 8@ecember - 9 January. It is franked with 1s.
3d. which includes 4d. Adelaide — Perth and 6dalkslar— London air mail fees.

New Zealand — UK, &' July 1930

It was July 1930 before New Zealand stamps couldidesl to prepay overseas air mail. Letters could be
flown on a combination of the West Australian Aigga\delaide to Perth and the Imperial Airways Karachi
London services at a combined postage rate ofdls Mail flown only on the Karachi — London servidiel

not leave New Zealand until £ Duly while mail that was also to be flown AdelaidBerth left on 4 July.

The P&O mail boat for the UK left Sydney on a Weslteey and use of the Adelaide — Perth service ediable
mail to be posted two days later and catch up thithmail boat at Fremantle on the following Monday.

One of only 10 covers flown by both the air maitviges on the first acceptance is shown in figTBe
postmark is on %L July 1930 in Wellington from where it was sentSgdney on % - 8" July on the
Maunganui It was then sent from Sydney by rail to Adelaiitevn Adelaide - Perth on $3- 14" July, left
Fremantle on th8arraboolon Monday 14 July for Colombo where it was due on Wednesd&yR8y and
from where it was sent by surface to Karachi. dsvflown from Karachi by Imperial Airways on flightv69

on Tuesday 29July and arrived in London on Mondayl 4August. It therefore took 21 days from Australia
to UK. The surface mail sent on tBarraboolwas due in London or"@ugust.

It is addressed to Francis Field who often addétdastamp and had it postmarked. This cover hds auc
postmark dated"7August.
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Fig. 3

New Zealand — UK, 11 July 1930

The first mail from New Zealand to be flown onlyawhe Karachi - UK airmail route left New Zealand "

July. The rate from New Zealand was 7d. per Y2azs phe normal surface postage rate of 1d. The cover
shown in fig. 4 is registered and so is frankechwviiid. being made up of the postal rate of 8d. @Bhlis

registration fee.

'._..L ._.'. Fa -;.'L:.-.-“--

IBSTOCK

No. 48

R WELLINGTON | i |

Fig. 4

It is postmarked SLJuly in Wellington and went by sea from Auckland3ydney on th&llimaroaon 11" -
15" July and then on the P&O mailbddbngoliawhich left Sydney on Wednesday™.8uly and Fremantle
on Monday 21 July. It was flown from Karachi on flight IW70 o' August, arriving in London on {1
August which ties in with the receiving mark in tibsk, Leicester dated T2 August 1930. The surface mail
sent on théVlongoliawas due in London on f6August.
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New Zealand — Palestine, July 1930
The registered cover shown in fig. 5 is postmaneed™ July in Timaru and is addressed to Alex Paterson i

Gaza. It is clearly philatelic in nature, but thember of backstamps show that a major attempt waaeno
locate him in Palestine.

Via Karachi-London.,
Air Mail Service.

TIMARU

Fig. 5
Ii-
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The cover is franked with 11d. which is the saméhasearlier registered cover to London and woelarade
up of 8d. postage and 3d. registration fee. Algiothe routing instructions are viéarachi - London Air
Mail Service the cover was off-loaded in Gaza. Service IW&fOKarachi on 8 August and arrived in Gaza
on 7" August, the date of the receiving mark on the back

There isNot called forin red in capital letters arf@dazahas been scored out and replaced détia There is
a Jaffa receiving mark on the back date S@ptember and a further Jaffa mark on the fromeddai"
November with a furthelot called for P. See Over red manuscript.

It then started its return journey. There is af#l&antara transit mark on #2November and a Po8aid
transit which appears to b& November, but is more likely £®r 14" November. It would then have been
sent from Port Said to New Zealand via Australiasbg and it finally has a Wellington transit mafked"
December, almost six months after it started itsrjey. There are largeeturn to Sendecachets in purple
with a hand and pointing finger on both the fromtl dack that were applied in New Zealand.

The return address is to Mrs. Paterson to addlliggio the notion that Mr. Paterson was in Pties

New Zealand — Switzerland, July 1930

The cover shown in fig. 6 is postmarked in Christch on § July and is addressed to Switzerland. It has a
mixed franking of 9%d. in New Zealand stamps pldis(8nfranked) in British stamps. This is madeofigd.
Karachi - London air mail fee, 2%d. ordinary postag Switzerland, while the 2d. in British stamgdhie air
mail fee from London to Basle. An almost identicaler is shown in Walker [1].

NTW ?Eu.mvtr' "

. - "‘""‘*\r

%MM

By Asrescss-L orvoowArre Ser w.:;

Fig. 6

It seems that the intention was for this cover ¢oflown to London and then flown from there to Basl
However, as flight IW70 went through central Europ&vould have been offloaded at Vienna or Nurergbu
and railed to Lucerne from there.

Later Flight: August 1930

According to Walker [1], only 152 items were semnfi New Zealand via the combined Adelaide - Penth a
Karachi - London services in the first year whistermages at only about three on each flight. Exampke
the one shown in fig. 7 are therefore uncommonis llways interesting to have proof that a serviees
actually used by the public and that covers extstiothan those flown on the first flight.
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Via Australian Air
Mail Route,.

Mr. E. D. FProat.

and ;
44, Cavendish Avenue.

Karachl = London
Alir Mail Route. Eastbourne.

Cussex.

Tited Kingdom.

Fig. 7

The cover is postmarked off @ugust 1930 and would have been sent onufimoroa from Wellington to

Sydney on Friday'8- Tuesday 12 August, flown Adelaide - Perth on "1718" August, from Fremantle to
Colombo on theCathayon 18" - 27" August and flown Karachi - London on IW74 off 28" September.
There is a manuscript on the back stating thaai received on"0September.

It is only franked with 11d. rather than the regqdirls. 0d. It is not surprising that there wasfusion

regarding the postage which was 7d. Karachi — Londdnile the Adelaide - Perth rate was 4d, if addegl to
the UK, but 3d. for letters addressed to Perth Thiat extra 1d. might reasonably be assumed tordbee
surface rate while in fact a further 1d. was reeglir

Sources

New Zealand — Australia services by sea are frommBEwening Postof Wellington available online at:
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz

Australia — UK services by sea are frdime West AustraliaandSydney Morning Heraldvailable online at:
trove.nla.gov.au

Dates of the Imperial Airways’ services are froficcraft Movements on Imperial Airways' Eastern Rou
Vol. 1, 1927 — 1937, P Wingent, Winchester, 1999.
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A letter from Uncle Will to E.A. Crome
Material provided by San Wheatcroft

Stan kindly sent in the cover shown on the covehisf magazine and a very fine item it is too, hgvbeen
posted at Croydon Aerodrome. Of additional inteig¢he letter which was enclosed, written by Stémcle
Will to the addressee: the eminent Australian ctdleand author E.A. Crome which is shown on thigd the
next page. The cover was, of course, flown froroy@on to Charleville by the first I.A. service t@ b
extended to Australia. From Charleville it wasafftoto Cootamundra by Butler Air Transport and fridrare
it was sent by train to Sydney.
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Dear Mr Crome
I have already returned some of the labels and others to balance explaining also

the cause of the delay.

This is a first by Imperial Airways and Qantas Airways in special cover which | hope to be able
to get sent off from Croydon on the day of the flight. Wishing you the Compliments of the
Season.

There will be a many flown from England | expect, but if this posted at the aerodrome, it will be

what the majority are not and so rather unique.
Yours sincerely

W.E. Wheatcroft
For myself | have only posted to the 5 main centres —
Darwin, Camooweal, Cloncurry, Longreach, Brisbane,
Should yvou by any chance send anything T will deal with it as requested.




