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Editorial 
 
Another December edition of the Gazette means another Christmas is looming, so I take this opportunity to 
wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a healthy and fruitful New Year. 
 
It was in last December’s Gazette that I advertised the publication of Robert Bluffield’s book on Imperial 
Airways.  For many years there seemed to me to have been a dearth of books relating to the history of the 
airline but now another book has been published.  It is advertised as the first in an occasional series of “British 
Aviation History in Old Photographs” and is titled “Imperial Airways From Early Days to BOAC.”  The 
author is Arthur W.J.G. Ord-Hume and the book is available from Stenlake Publishing Limited, 54-58 Mill 
Square, Catrine, KA5 6RD.  Telephone: 01290 551122.  Website: www.stenlake.co.uk.  It is 113 pages, 
softbound and it does just what it says in the title, i.e. contains photographs of excellent quality printed on 
glossy paper.  The period covered is from just after the end of WWI to approximately the middle of WWII.  
Although it is essentially a photographic record, the captions provide very detailed descriptions of the 
photographs.  The price is a very modest £15, which includes P. & P.  The few people who have spoken to me 
about it view it as a welcome edition to their bookshelves. 
 
It is with pleasure that I welcome two new members to the readership: Simon Barlow, who lives in South 
Africa and Dr. Bob Clark, who lives in Stirling, Scotland.  Bob is a very keen collector of New Zealand 
material, as evidenced by the two articles he has contributed to this edition.  Bob is the brains and webmaster 
of the site www.nzstamps.org.uk and if you are interested in New Zealand air mails and haven’t visited this 
site, you are in for a treat.  There is a wealth of information there.  Whilst on the subject of websites, Bob 
includes in his list of sources for both articles, the web address of the “Evening Post” of Wellington which 
gives details of ship sailings from Wellington to Sydney.  I draw your attention to it because I would think it 
must be an invaluable resource for collectors of NZ external air mails. 
 
Other contributors to this edition are our stalwarts Duncan Crewe, John Oliver and Stan Wheatcroft and a 
relatively new member, Alistair Watt.  I thank them all for their efforts and it is at this point that I must raise 
yet again the subject of contributions.  At the time of writing I have absolutely no material for the June 2011 
Gazette, which is the usual situation.  I feel I have to point out that this magazine, with a very small 
circulation list of 25, was never intended to be one with ‘sleeping partners.’  At its inception, there was a 
group of six collectors who all contributed to every edition.  That ethos has never changed.  On more than one 
occasion I have appealed for readers to send a contribution, even if it is just a copy of the album page 
containing their favourite cover.  Unfortunately, there are still a number of readers who have never 
contributed anything.  I have discussed this problem with some of the founder members and we are agreed 
that the time has come to re-establish the principle that readers of this magazine must contribute to it’s 
contents.  Therefore, although it sounds harsh, I am afraid I must say that those of you who do not contribute 
anything to either the June 2011 or the December 2011 editions, will not receive the magazine in 2012. 
 
I am very pleased that the system of sending a disc instead of paper copy seems to be successful.  I have not 
been contacted by anyone who has been unable to print from the disc so I am assuming you are all happy (or 
perhaps you have a friend who is an IT expert).  The discs have resulted in a massive saving of my time as I 
now have to print only four paper copies, one of which is for myself. 
 

* * * *   Very important ~ please note the following:   * * * * 
 
Being December, it is the time to remind you that the subscription for 2011 is due.  The subscription rates are 
as follows: 
 
For a disc version:  £3 for UK residents; £5 for residents outside UK.         (Cheques payable to me please) 
For a paper version: £10 for UK residents; £12 for residents outside UK. 
(Residents outside UK may pay via PayPal, using my email address shown opposite.) 
 
(In the December 2009 Gazette I wrote that the disc subscription for residents outside UK would be £4 but 
since then, unfortunately, postal charges have risen and I did not take into account the PayPal charge). 
 
I’m afraid that yet again in this editorial I am going to be very grumpy by saying that if I do not receive your 
subscription, I shall assume that you have decided you no longer wish to receive the Gazette. 
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The  Japanese Invasion and The End of the Great Horseshoe Route 
 

By Alistair Watt 
 
If the entry of Italy into the war in 1940 was a sword cut across the throat of the old Empire air route to 
Australia, then the Japanese onslaught of December 1941 was the war club which bludgeoned the Horseshoe 
Route into total submission. 
 
The events of June 1940 were virtually over in a day but it took some three months to close the passage of the 
Horseshoe Route through Burma and Melanesia. 
 
Although it is perhaps reasonable to accuse the British establishment of complacency over the power and 
ability of the Japanese to make their dramatic advances, a measure of forward thinking was evident from those 
authorities who were responsible for keeping the airways open. Recognising that the Malayan peninsula could 
not be held in the event of a shooting war, steps were taken in the latter half of 1941 to survey and provide for 
alternative refuelling stopovers and routes which could be “phased” in if territory was lost to the enemy. 
 
These phases have been well documented and illustrated in several references, particularly [1] and [8] 
although some differences in the dating of route changes can be found. I particularly draw the attention of 
those interested in the most up to date analysis to www.nzstamps.org.uk/horseshoe, so eruditely prepared by 
Dr. Bob Clark. 
 
The foresight of those involved in planning these emergency routes is clearly reflected by the actual events 
which ensued in those critical months of December 1941 and January/February 1942. The purpose of this 
article is to bring together an up to date history of the end of the Horseshoe Route caused by military events 
and to relate them to the postal history of individual covers. 
 
The first landing point of the Japanese was at Kota Baru on the North East Coast of Malaya just after midnight 
on the 8th December 1941 [13].  This was actually in real time a few hours before the surprise events at Pearl 
Harbour. Unlike Pearl Harbour, this attack was not a “surprise,” the invading fleet having been discovered and 
tracked towards its destination.  However, the defending allied forces were much constrained by a political 
dictate that the Japanese must be seen to have made the first aggressive act of war, so no action was taken 
until the landings began. Simultaneously with the landing in Malaya, the Japanese were able to move 
immediately into Thailand with no resistance (if not with some connivance) and occupied Bangkok that same 
day. With their powerful army air arm and against much inferior forces, the Japanese were able to establish air 
superiority very rapidly which was to cause immediate reaction by those responsible for the civilian air routes. 
 
Proud [5] indicates that towards the end of October 1941 there was no longer an overnight stopover in 
Bangkok although it was still on the route.  It was evidently considered too much of a risk.  On the 8th 
December the flights intended to transit into Bangkok that day were swiftly diverted onto the first of the major 
‘reserve’ routes.  So swiftly in fact, that BOAC senior managers Runciman and Brancker were stranded and 
had to evacuate overland out of Thailand. This Reserve Route 1 was intended to take the flights down the 
western side of the Burma – Malayan coast via Mergui and Penang to Singapore.  
 
However due to the power of the Japanese forces and the rapidity with which they were able to achieve air 
superiority it was only possible to make one single such service: WS145 ex Sydney on December 4th.  After 
only 2 days in action the skies over the war zone were virtually dominated by the Japanese.  On the 9th 
December the second Reserve Route 2 was forced to be adopted.  This took the services out into the Indian 
Ocean  with refuelling stops in the isolated Andaman Islands, then to Sabang and Medan on the western coast 
of Sumatra before proceeding to Singapore. 
 
This route was relatively safe for a while but with uncontested access through Thailand the Japanese quickly 
reached the Indian Ocean coast and occupied the airfield at Victoria Point in south west Burma on the 15th 
December with the strategic island base of Penang following shortly afterwards.  This gave the overwhelming 
benefit of air cover to the enemy which now reached out to the previously safe western coastal areas of the 
Malayan peninsula and Sumatra.  The Japanese pressure was inexorable and the loss of a civilian plane to 
direct enemy action, a DC3 of KLM airlines, at Medan on 28th  December, brought matters to a head.  
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Left.  Map from “Merchant Airmen,” [1] showing 
how Japan cut the Horseshoe route. 
 
Singapore by this stage was well under the 
hammer and the decision had to be made that it 
was no longer tenable to fly through there on the 
main route.  From December 30th Reserve 
Route 3 was introduced with flights down the 
west coast of Sumatra and hence directly to 
Batavia.  Singapore was to be serviced by 
shuttle flights to and from Batavia, mainly by 
Qantas flying boats but also reportedly by KLM 
land aircraft. 
 
These crucial flights continued under increasing 
difficulties through January. Singapore was 
besieged by the 30th January 1942 and the 
Japanese assault on the island commenced on 
the 8th February. The Qantas flying boat 
“Corio” had been shot down by Japanese 
fighters off Timor island on 29th January 1942.  
The newspaper report of this incident, shown on 
the next page, is from the “Canberra Times,” 4 
Feb. 1942 edition.  Japanese air superiority was 
now almost total in the fighting zone and from 
February 4th it was considered too dangerous to 
make the flights into Singapore. 
  
A couple more through services from India were 
made via Batavia and Tjilatjap in Java but the 
inevitable had to be faced, the Horseshoe Route 
was becoming too unsafe to continue. The last 
through service out of Sydney to Durban was 
WS160 departing on 26th January, and that into 
Sydney NE161 arrived there on 23rd February 

1942. The great Empire Horseshoe route was now severed. Singapore had already surrendered on the 15th 
February. 
 
In his wonderful book, “Front-Line Airline,” [2]  Bennet–Bremner quotes excerpts from QANTAS Flight 
Captains’ log books. It is perhaps  relevant to have a look at these in order to gain some idea of the risks being 
taken to get these services through to their destinations.  The reports that I have selected are those directly  
relating to two of the covers described below. 
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Cover No. 1. franked correctly at 1s/3d. 
per ½ oz. rate for the Horseshoe route. 
Datestamped London, 10th November 
1941. It would probably have left the UK 
on the 18th November on the ship “Clan 
Macneil,” which arrived at Cape Town on 
the 26th December 1941 [5].  At this time,  
BOAC were unable to carry air mail 
because the aircraft were fully laden with 
“Urgent Government priority traffic,”  and 
thus much air mail was forwarded by sea, 
both from Durban and from Cairo.  
Correspondence in the Post Office 
Museum & Archive, London, shows that 
the mail for Malaya carried by the “Clan 
Macneil” was forwarded from Durban by 
sea in the Dutch K.P.M. ship “Straat 
Soenda.”  It is not known how far she 
proceeded before it was known that 

Malaya had fallen to the Japanese, but clearly the cover was undeliverable and was thus returned to the 
sender.  The backstamp of 28th May 1942 shows when it arrived back in the U.K. after a very long delay. 

From the “Canberra Times,” 
4 February 1942 edition. 
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Cover No. 2. Dated Capetown, South 
Africa, December 2nd 1941.  Note the 
special Christmas charity stamp. 
The cover most likely left Durban on the 
6th December, via BOAC service NE145, 
which was the last before the Japanese 
attacks began and the third NE service via 
the reserve route: Rangoon – Port Blair – 
Sabang – Belawan - Singapore which, 
since the 9th Dec., had replaced the normal 
routing of Rangoon - Bangkok – Penang – 
Singapore.  The war zone was avoided and 
Singapore was reached on the 18th 
December. This service terminated at 
Sydney on 23rd December so the mail was 
there just in time for Christmas! 

 
 

Cover No. 3. Datestamped A.I.F. Post 
Office No. 16 on 21st December 1941 
and also Australian Base P.O. No. 1 on 
22nd December 1941. The cover is 
addressed to the Australian 
aerophilatelist H.N. Eustis and has an 
Adelaide b/s. of 9th January 1942.  This 
was from the MEF area and clearly went 
by airmail.  The first assumption would 
be that it went out of Cairo on service 
NE149 which arrived Sydney 9th 
January 1942, the date of the cover’s 
arrival in Adelaide. Thus it could not 
have been carried all the way to Sydney 
by NE149 but it could have been 
offloaded from this service at Darwin, 
where it arrived on 7 Jan., and then sent 
to Adelaide by an internal service.  
NE149 operated a shuttle flight from 
Batavia to Singapore causing a delay but 

it is also possible that the service carried the cover as far as Batavia, where it arrived on 4th January, and from 
there it could have been flown to Sydney by a KLM service which departed Batavia 5th January and arrived 
Sydney 7th, thus allowing two days for the cover to be conveyed from there to Adelaide. 
 

 
Cover  No. 4. This cover  has a 
clear datestamp of 23rd December 
1941 from Darwin so there can 
have been no hold up in the 
internal Australian airmail system.  
If this cover was processed and 
then censored very promptly it 
could possibly have been placed 
onto the Qantas service WS150 
which would have departed 
Darwin early on the morning of 
the 24th December. The service 
went out to Durban with little 
incident although it was the first 
not to make the overnight  
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stop at Singapore before going through to Sabang.  Could the censors have worked that quickly?  
On the other hand it is just as likely it went on the next Qantas service, WS151, which departed Darwin on the 
27th December. This service went through without difficulty but made an overnight stop at Port Blair in the 
Andaman Islands well out of the way of Japanese fighters! 
 

There is yet another intriguing and possible alternative. My cover is 
addressed to an Australian Army recipient in the MEF area.  We know 
that Australian forces airmail to this destination was definitely being 
carried on KLM Dakota flights, Bandoeng to Lydda, at that stage of the 
Japanese invasion.  This is dramatically confirmed by the "crash" covers 
referred to in the press cutting shown left, from “The Mercury,” Hobart, 
31 Dec. 1941 edition.  Proud indicates that KNILM flights departed 
Darwin both on the 24th and 27th December; hence this cover could have 
gone on the latter date at least for a possible connection with the KLM 
service at Batavia on the 28th December. The problem with this is that on 
the evening of the 28th, the aircraft involved was destroyed by Japanese 
action whilst on the ground at Medan!  Brian Peace in "Catastrophe" 
Sept. 2009 states that, “The mail on board the aircraft was recovered 

some in a damaged condition and forwarded on the next available service.”[9].  This article illustrates the two 
known covers from this incident and which is confirmed by inscription and cachet. Both these items are 
addressed to military recipients in the MEF and are dated Perth 19th December 1941 and Melbourne 17th 
December.  Looking at these two dates from southern Australian states, and that of Darwin 23rd December for 
my cover, the  use of the word “intriguing” is self explanatory.  Was my cover an unscathed survivor from the 
Medan incident?  Unfortunately and frustratingly there are  no backstamps to give any clues! 
 
 
 
 

Cover No. 5.   Datestapmed Field 
Post Office 501 3rd January 1942 
which was located at Singapore at 
that time. This cover would probably 
have been flown out of Singapore to 
Batavia on one of the first shuttle 
flights, Unfortunately there is no 
backstamp to confirm exactly when, 
although perhaps the most likely was 
that made out of Singapore on the 6th 
January 1942 by the S.23 “Camilla,” 
operating service SW153.  The 
R.A.F. censor stamp raises a point of 
interest: were any mail services being 
carried out by military aircraft? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cover No. 6.  (Shown top of next page).  This unobtrusive looking cover perhaps appears to be more straight 
forward!  It has a faint but definite datestamp of Melbourne 22nd Jan. 1942 and a Bombay b/s. of 7th Feb. 
1942.  It would almost certainly have been on service WS160 which left Sydney on 26th January.  This rare 
cover was on the final through Horseshoe route flight out of Australia.  The next service, WS161, left Sydney 
on 29th January and flew only as far as Darwin, although the Calcutta to Durban section also operated.  Thus 
the route was finally broken and from then on the service operated only between Calcutta and Durban. 
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Cover No. 7.  Datestamped Indian 
Section Base P.O 4, 22nd January 1942.  
This was located at Singapore at that 
time. There is a b/s. of Poona, India, of 
4th February 1942. This cover would 
have been flown out of Singapore on one 
of the series of shuttle flights between the 
besieged island and Batavia, probably 
between 25th and 28th January. Then 
onto service WS159 out of Batavia on 
the 30th January before arriving into 
Calcutta on the 1st February.  The sender 
of the letter was an Indian army patient 
in a military hospital and as this went on 
one of the last flights out of Singapore, 

one can perhaps wonder what his fate might have been.  A poignant reminder that our covers were actually 
more than just a piece of folded paper. 
 
 
 

Cover No. 8. To Australia, 
datestamped Calcutta, 30th January 
1942.  No backstamps. Censored in 
both India and Australia. This cover 
offers a couple of possibilities. If it 
was processed and censored very 
quickly at Calcutta, there is a chance 
it could have been placed on service 
NE158 which left Calcutta on the 
morning of the 31st January and 
arrived Sydney on the 12th February 
making the first flight via Tjalatjap.  
However it is important to note the 
time of the datestamp on the cover is 
7.30 PM so it would have had to 
have been handled very 
expeditiously indeed to catch the 
flight the next morning.  
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It is more likely that the cover did not leave Calcutta until the 9th February on service NE160. The delay 
being caused because the next service, NE159, terminated at Calcutta. Service NE160 was flown throughout 
by the flying boat “Camilla” from Durban to Australia, reaching Darwin late on the 18th February.  The report 
of Qantas Captain Tapp quoted in [15] actually confirms that mail was carried on this flight.  NE160 was the 
penultimate Horseshoe service from Karachi to Sydney. 
 
Unfortunately the morning of the 19th February 1942 was marked by the occasion of the first Japanese attack 
on Darwin!  Here the “Camilla” narrowly escaped being destroyed by Japanese bombers and only escaped by 
being heroically flown away to safety during the raid to neighbouring Groote Eylandt. The aircraft later 
returned to Darwin to pick up passengers and mail, and leaving there before dawn on the 20th February 
continued via Townsville, eventually reaching Sydney on the evening of the 21st February.  Poor “'Camilla” 
did not survive long, crashing in the sea off Port Moresby in 1943! 
 
 

Cover No. 9. Datestamped Sydney 
9th February 1942. By then 
Singapore Island was being invaded 
and surrendered six days later, on 
the 15th. The letter was never to 
reach its destination!  Possibly it was 
put onto service no. WS162 which 
departed Sydney on the 11th 
February but that only went as far as 
Darwin, 
The cachet is poignant and self-
explanatory.  The D.L.O. backstamp 
of 23rd March 1942 confirms its 
fate! 
 
 

 
 
 

Cover No. 10. From Burma to India. 
Datestamped Mawkwe 13th 
February 1942 and backstamped 
Kandanoor, India, 26th February. 
Cover was censored in India. At this 
stage of events Indian National 
Airways Ltd. was operating an 
emergency service from India to 
Burma, presumably to provide for 
the large Indian military contingent 
operating in that theatre of war.  
There was a final flight by I.N.A. 
out of Rangoon to Calcutta on the 
17th February which could have 
conveyed the cover.  A week later, 
on 24th February, this routing was 

replaced by an INA service directly out of Magwe (Maukwe) itself to Calcutta.  In the latter instance the cover 
would have to have been processed very rapidly in India in order to reach its destination on the 26th of that 
month! 
A final alternative is that the cover could have been transported north to Lashio in central Burma and placed 
onto the Chinese (CNAC) service going from there to Calcutta. This would account for the seemingly long 
time spent in transit.  
My guess is that this is an Indian army origin cover and that it went out on the final INA service from 
Rangoon on 17th February. 
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At this point it is perhaps worth looking at the mail operations side of 
these wartime services. Towards the end of 1941 the Horseshoe route 
was under severe stress as the wear and tear on the flying boats and 
their crews took a toll and the volume of mail between Australia and 
her forces overseas forces increased. Agreement was made that 
QANTAS would take over the task of manning the aircraft from 
Sydney through to Karachi instead of Singapore. It is relevant to note 
that the crews involved were operating a common pool of BOAC and 
QANTAS aircraft. The first such flight from Australia to Karachi was 
on 16th October 1941 and the return service left Karachi on the 23rd 
October.  (The press report shown left, is from “The Mercury,” 
Hobart, 8 Jan. 1942 edition). 
 
Parallel with this, BOAC had also negotiated an arrangement in June 
1941 for the Dutch airline KLM to carry military forces mail from the 
MEF to Singapore where it was mandatory to be transferred to 
QANTAS.  Although the subsidiary KNILM was flying regular 
services into Australia at that time, strong political action, particularly 
by Sir Hudson Fysh, prevented the Dutch getting their hands on any of 
the mail contracts that QANTAS saw as their own! It is not possible to 
identify which “troop” mail was flown by KLM and which by the 
Horseshoe service, but it must be taken into account when examining 
covers such as No. 3. 
 
With the commencement of the Japanese hostilities, the common 

pooling of aircraft became a much higher priority and although QANTAS crews provided most of the “heavy 
lifting” through  the war zone, the aircraft themselves came and went as required.  In addition, following a 
meeting in Batavia in the middle of December between the Dutch and the Anglo-Australian  authorities, it was 
concluded that “it was agreed to share all mail and other loadings available to the best advantage of the war 
effort” [8].  This makes sense as the allies were fighting a real war against a common enemy.  It was hardly 
the time for an airline trade war!  However, this makes it extremely difficult indeed to be certain exactly who 
carried a particular cover on a particular service sector. 
 
KLM ceased flying through Singapore as early as the 8th December, hence most mails emanating from there 
would be QANTAS flown although the Dutch airline did make some shuttle flights up from Batavia.  
However, there is wonderful historical evidence of Australian origin airmail certainly being carried by 
KLM/KNILM.  This is the existence of at least two covers from Australia to military recipients in the MEF.  
These covers were clearly amongst the 10,000 surviving items from the KNILM aircraft “Nandoe” which was 
destroyed on the ground at Medan in Sumatra by enemy fighters.  See cover No. 4 .  
 
It is useful to note that despite the extreme gravity of the war situation, it was considered most vital to troop 
morale that the mail services be maintained as far as was possible. When the “Corio” was shot down into the 
sea, it was graphically described how one passenger floated to safety using a mailbag. 
 
By the beginning of February 1942 the loss of Singapore was being anticipated and the Australian postal 
authorities made the rather foolish announcement that the services to there were being suspended. This caused 
vehement protest from the troops besieged on Singapore and the gesture was quickly made that the mail 
service would “resume.”  Nevertheless the flying boat “Corinna” made the final shuttle flight to Singapore and 
back to Batavia on the 3rd and 4th February.    
 
When the Japanese made their successful landings at Palembang, on the north Sumatran coast, on February 
14th 1942 it became clear that the airmail service from Australia through South East Asia and beyond was no 
longer tenable. When it ceased, the very brave civilian crews had for three months kept the mails flying 
through a war zone of the highest danger.  It is to the credit of QANTAS and KLM that they continued their 
services whilst the Pan American Airways airmail service to the East across the Pacific was terminated on the 
8th December, immediately the U.S. entered the war.  With the closure of the Horseshoe Route, the civilian 
airmail services from Australia were effectively suspended.  They were not to resume until mid 1943 when 
Qantas commenced its long range “Catalina” flying boat flights across the wide expanse of the Indian Ocean.   
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The report shown above left, is from “The Sydney Morning Herald,” 9 Feb. 1942 edition.  As a final and very 
sad footnote to the events described is the report shown above right from “The Mercury,” Hobart, 1 April 
1942 edition.  Whilst on one of the final evacuation flights from Java to Australia, the flying boat “Circe” was 
lost with all on board, almost certainly shot down by enemy fighters. 
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Captain A.C. Thomas 
 

Material provided by John Oliver 
 
It was a great pleasure to me when, in the early summer of this year, John Oliver made a flying visit to 
Winchester during his return journey from the home counties to Cornwall.  He brought with him a recently 
acquired archive of the Imperial Airways’ pilot Captain Alfred Cecil Thomas.  John very generously allowed 
me to scan much of the material and to feature some of it in this edition of the Gazette.  I used the words 
“some of it” very deliberately because in total, the material would nearly fill this entire edition!  Once again, 
we owe John our thanks for sharing with us this unique and fascinating archive. 
 
Captain Thomas is probably best known to aerophilatelists as the pilot of the DH86 “Dorado” on the first I.A. 
feeder service flights to and from Hong Kong in March 1936 and also as the pilot of the ill-fated Boulton & 
Paul P.71A “Boadicea” which crashed in the English Channel on 25 September 1936 whilst on a flight from 
Croydon to Paris.  Captain Thomas was killed, aged only 36.  He had been with I.A. from 1934. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Two portraits of Capt. Thomas.  That on the right shows him in I.A. uniform but what is the one on the left? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph taken at Penang during one of the I.A. trial flight in early 1936. 
(See Duncan Crewe’s article in the June 2010 I.A. Gazette) 
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Capt. Thomas’ obituary, published in the magazine of Holloway School, provides a brief overview of his life.  
A copy is shown on this and the next page. 
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Of the many items of ephemera in the archive, the following are, I think, of interest.  Similar ones are seldom 
seen except in museums. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front and inside of Thomas’ Aviator’s Certificate, issued in December 1928. 
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The first of seven pages of Capt. Thomas’ I.A. Employment Contract. 
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A Radio Operator’s Certificate issued to Alfred Thomas in New York in 1920.  He was also issued in 1921 with a 
Certificate of Proficiency in Radiotelegraphy by the U.K. Postmaster General.  It may well be that Thomas started his 
career in the merchant navy and that is the uniform he is wearing in the left-hand portrait of him shown on page 11.  
 
 

 

The Boadicea crash. 
 
John also brought a number of press cuttings and some very scarce covers 
involved in the loss of the Boulton & Paul P.71A “Boadicea.”  I am sure 
those interested are already aware of the details of the crash, which have 
been fully documented by Henri Nierinck and Ken Sanford and so I shall 
not repeat them here.  However, the newspaper cuttings will no doubt be 
new to most readers.  The sources of the cuttings are not recorded in the 
archive. 
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Shown below is a cover 
from the U.K. to Lahore 
together with the ambulance 
cover in which it was 
forwarded and explanatory 
note from the G.P.O. which 
was enclosed. 
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Above:  front and reverse of a cover washed 
ashore at Cucq, Pas de Calais.  Explanatory 
cachet applied to front and reverse secured 
with a pane of official seals applied by the 
French Post Office. 

Above & right: front and reverse of a cover 
from the U.K. which was forwarded by the 
French Post Office to Nairobi where, it is 
believed, the “DELAYED SALVED FROM 

BOADICEA”  cachet was applied. 
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Eastern Route Connections with the D.L.H. Athens – Berlin Service 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
In the June 2005 issue of the IA Gazette, Peter Wingent described the D.L.H. Athens-Berlin Service and its 
connections with Imperial Airways African service. This article gives some examples of connections at Athens 
to Denmark and Germany from Australia and New Zealand and adds information about a D.L.H. timetable, 
namely Summer 1936, that was not in the original article. 
 
To Denmark, June – July 1936 
Fig. 1 shows a cover postmarked in Wellington on 30th June 1936, addressed to Copenhagen and has routing 
instructions Australia – Greece – Denmark.  Its route to Athens was: sea from Wellington to Sydney on 30th 
June - 3rd July on the SS Wanganella; overnight train from Sydney to Cootamundra on 7th July; air on 8th July 
from Cootamundra to Charleville by Butler Air Transport and connection at Charleville with the Imperial 
Airways/Qantas Brisbane - Athens service IW 460 on 8th - 18th July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The airline timetable images web site contains complete timetables for Deutsche Lufthansa for: Winter 1932 
& 1938 and Summer 1933 – 1939 & 1941. (The site also has Imperial Airways timetables.)  
 
 

The route from Athens to Berlin was via Salonica – Sofia – Belgrade – Budapest – Vienna. The Summer 1936 
timetable shows the Salonica – Sofia stage being flown by D.L.H. three days a week on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday while the Athens – Salonica stage is shown as one of the “Services operated by foreign air 
transport companies”. This would be Elliniki Etaireia Enaerion Synkoinonion (Hellenic Aerial 
Communications) who had flown a daily (except Sundays) Athens – Salonica service since June 1930 and had 
increased it to twice daily in 1936. 
 
 

Hence after arriving in Athens on Saturday 18th July, this cover would be flown Athens – Berlin on Monday 
20th July and then Berlin – Copenhagen on Tuesday 21st July. 

Fig. 1 
 

There are Athens and Copenhagen 
backstamps on 18th and 21st July 
respectively. It is correctly franked with 
2s. 2d., the rate for air mail from New 
Zealand to be offloaded in Athens and 
flown to Copenhagen. 
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To Denmark December 1936 – January 1937 
Fig. 2 shows a cover to Denmark postmarked 18th December 1936 which has the routing instructions: 
Australia - London – Copenhagen. It has franking of 1s. 11½d. and, as the rate to Denmark via London was 
1s. 9d., has sufficient postage.  However, it has a postage due T imprint with 50 centimes to pay. 
 
 

 

Fig. 2 
 

It was carried Wellington - Sydney on the Awatea on 21st - 24th December and connected at Charleville with 
IW 509 that left Brisbane on 26th December and arrived in Athens two days late on Thursday 7th January. 
There is a Greek transit mark dated 7th January 1937 on the back and so it was offloaded at Athens. The 
Athens – Berlin service was on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and so it would be flown to Berlin on Friday 
8th January and on to Copenhagen on 9th January. 
 
As the rate for the service including Athens – Copenhagen by air was 2s. 2d., the cover was deemed to be 
underfranked by 2½d. which corresponds to the postage due of 50 centimes. So, the postal authorities did not 
follow the routing instructions and then had the cheek to add a surcharge! 
 
 

To Germany December 1937 
Fig. 3 shows a cover postmarked in Christchurch on 7th December 1937 and addressed to Berlin. It has routing 
instructions Australia : Greece : Germany and is franked with 2s. 2d. which is made up of 1d. internal New 
Zealand airmail and 2s. 1d. for New Zealand – Greece – Germany. It has an Athens transit mark on 21st 
December. 
 
It was flown from Christchurch to Wellington on 7th December, carried on the Awatea from Wellington to 
Sydney on 7th - 10th December, connected at Charleville on 11th December with flight IW 609 that arrived in 
Athens on Tuesday 21st December and would be flown from Athens to Berlin the following day.  
 
It is interesting to note that at this time the only part of the route between Sydney and Southampton that was 
not flown was the overnight Sydney – Cootamundra leg by rail. 
 

An interesting feature of the cover is the Greek transit mark on the front made up of the three Greek characters 
ΥΕΣ standing for National Exchange Service. Similar marks with the characters  ΠΕΝ standing for National 
Currency Protection are known. According to [1] they are Greek currency control marks as the Greek 
authorities were concerned about currency being sent out of the country. I am not convinced that this was the 
sole use of these marks as why would the Greek financial authorities be interested in mail that was only in 
transit? 
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There are different arrangements of the Greek characters as can be seen by comparing the mark on the cover 
in fig. 2 with the one on a cover from Australia to Germany via Greece shown in fig. 3.  It is postmarked in 
Sydney on 4th May 1937, franked with 2s. 1d. and backstamped in Athens on 15th May. It would have been 
flown on IW 546 that arrived in Athens on Saturday 15th May. Although the D.L.H. flights from Athens to 
Salonica were on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, the D.L.H. timetable for Summer 1937 shows that a 
partner company (Hellenic Aerial Communications) flew Athens to Salonica on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday and so this cover would  be flown to Germany on Monday 17th May. 
 

 
Connection via Brindisi 
The alternative to being flown from Athens to Berlin, was for mail from Australia and New Zealand to be 
offloaded in Brindisi and sent on by rail to Germany at a rate of 1s. 9d. 
 

Fig. 4 shows a cover postmarked in Wellington at 4pm on 20th August 1937 and has routing instructions Per 
Australia-Italy Airmail. It has a Late Fee handstamp and is franked with 1s. 10d. which includes 1d. for the 
late fee.  
 

The mail for the Awatea closed at 3pm on 20th August, but was accepted at the Central Post Office in 
Wellington up to 4 pm. for the payment of a late fee. The Awatea was due in Sydney on 23rd August and so 
the mail would connect at Charleville with service IW 578 which left Brisbane on 25th August and arrived in 
Brindisi in the afternoon of 4th September. This cover was then sent on by rail and was backstamped on arrival 
in Braunschweig on 7th June. 
 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 
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Connection in 1940 
The D.L.H. Berlin – Athens service continued during the war and D.L.H. took over Hellenic Aerial 
Communications in June 1941. The June 1941 D.L.H. timetable is shown in airline timetable images.  
 
There were connections with the Eastern Route during the early part of the war. A cover postmarked in 
Budapest on 10th June 1940 and addressed to New Zealand is shown in [2]. As it was backstamped in New 
Zealand on 28th June, it must have been flown from Budapest to Athens on 10th June where it connected with 
the last through flight SE 254 before the Mediterranean was closed due to Italy entering the war. That flight 
left Poole on 9th June, was in Athens on 11th June and arrived in Sydney on 20th June.  
 
 

Sources 
New Zealand – Australia services by sea are in the Evening Post of Wellington available online at:  
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 
 
Dates of the Imperial Airways/Qantas services are in: Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways' Eastern 
Route, Vols. 1 and 2, by Peter Wingent, Winchester, 1999 and 2005. 
 
Information on the D.L.H. Athens – Berlin Services is in airline timetable images available at: 
www.timetableimages.com and in: The D.L.H. Athens – Berlin Service, Peter Wingent, Imperial Airways 
Gazette, Issue 27,  pp 29-47, June 2005. 
 
General Information about New Zealand acceptances for the Imperial Airways/Qantas services is in Airmails 
of New Zealand, Vol. 2 by Douglas A. Walker, 1986. 
 
References 
[1] A.242. Not Greek "OAT" Markings, but Currency Control Marks, Air Mail News, vol 44, 
pp 84-88, August 2001. 
 
[2] Airmail Hungary to New Zealand June 1940, R. Lee and J. Kennett, New Zealand Air Mail News, No 672, 
pp 4-5, July 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Oliver kindly provided this original press photograph.  A typed label on the reverse reads, “Golden Horn 
G-AFCK – (X8273) S26.  Flown by John Parker of Shorts on 24 Feb. 1940 and then handed over to the R.A.F.  
Returned to BOAC in December 1941.  On 9 January 1943 ‘Golden Horn’ crashed at Lisbon killing Cpt. Lock 
and 11 BOAC personnel, only the radio officer surviving.” 
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Press Cuttings of Imperial Airways’ First Regular Service to Cape Town 
 

Material supplied by Duncan Crewe 
 

In the last two issues of the I.A. Gazette, press cuttings from the T.E. Field archive relating to the 1931 I.A. 
flights to Australia and the Christmas flight to Cape Town were featured.  On the following pages are the final 
items from this archive and, once again, on behalf of us all I thank Duncan for sharing these rare items with 
us.  The only other way to obtain copies of these articles, coming as most of them do from Rhodesian and 
South African newspapers, would be to visit the British Library newspaper library at Colindale, London, and 
to search for them on a microfilm reader.  Imagine the time and expense which would be required to do that. 
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Karachi – London Air Mail to and from New Zealand 1929-1930 
 

By Robert Clark 
 
Although the weekly Imperial Airways London to Karachi air mail service started on Saturday 30th March 
1929, mail was not officially accepted for Australia and New Zealand until August. 
 
In [1], Walker states:  

“... a small number of covers addressed to Australia were definitely carried on the inaugural service 
…. Although it appears not to have been previously recorded, it is reasonable to assume that a few 
covers addressed to New Zealand were possibly carried on the inaugural flight and then forwarded by 
surface mail to destination.” 

 
To New Zealand, March 1929 
Fig. 1 shows a cover which is, as far as I am aware, the only known first flight acceptance for New Zealand 
[2]. It is postmarked 28 March 1929 in Liverpool, has the manuscript inscription 'Printed matter' and has 
postage of 9½d. made up of 6d. airmail, 3d. registration and ½d. reduced surface rate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fig. 1 
 
There is an indistinct Karachi REG backstamp which appears to be 9 PM on 6 APR 29, the date when the first 
flight arrived in Karachi. It then went via Madras and the Dhanushkodi – Taliamannar ferry to Colombo. 
There it connected with the P&O mailboat Cathay on Saturday 13th April arriving one day early in Fremantle 
(Perth) on Monday 22nd April, but did not arrive in Sydney until 2nd May. From Sydney it likely went to 
Wellington on the Maunganui from 3rd - 7th May. 
 
First Official Acceptance 
The first official acceptance of mail for Australia and New Zealand on the London – Karachi service left 
London on Saturday 31st August 1929, but the plane crashed while landing at Jask in Persia on 6th September 
and all the mail was destroyed in the fire.  
 
Surface mail left the UK on a Thursday and joined the mail boat at Marseilles while the air mail left on the 
Saturday and caught up with the mail boat at Colombo.  As the air mail only gave a saving of two days from 
London to Perth (24 days instead of 26) it was little used and the service from UK to Australia and New 
Zealand was withdrawn between May 1930 and May 1932 [3]. 
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Australia to UK, December 1929 
From 12th November 1929, the air mail left Karachi on a Tuesday rather than a Sunday and that gave a better 
connection with mail from Australia.  The first acceptance of mail from Australia to be flown on the Karachi – 
London air mail left Fremantle on the Oronsay on Monday 16th December. 
 

 

 

Fig. 2 
 
The cover shown in fig. 2 is postmarked in Melbourne on 14th December and would have been carried by 
overnight train to Adelaide, flown on the Adelaide – Perth air mail service on 15th - 16th December, taken to 
Colombo on the Oronsay and flown Karachi – London on 30th December - 9th January. It is franked with 1s. 
3d. which includes 4d. Adelaide – Perth and 6d. Karachi – London air mail fees. 
 
 
New Zealand – UK, 4th July 1930 
It was July 1930 before New Zealand stamps could be used to prepay overseas air mail. Letters could be 
flown on a combination of the West Australian Airways Adelaide to Perth and the Imperial Airways Karachi - 
London services at a combined postage rate of 1s. 0d.  Mail flown only on the Karachi – London service did 
not leave New Zealand until 11th July while mail that was also to be flown Adelaide - Perth left on 4th July. 
The P&O mail boat for the UK left Sydney on a Wednesday and use of the Adelaide – Perth service enabled 
mail to be posted two days later and catch up with the mail boat at Fremantle on the following Monday. 
 
One of only 10 covers flown by both the air mail services on the first acceptance is shown in fig. 3. The 
postmark is on 1st July 1930 in Wellington from where it was sent to Sydney on 4th - 8th  July on the 
Maunganui.  It was then sent from Sydney by rail to Adelaide, flown Adelaide - Perth on 13th  - 14th  July, left 
Fremantle on the Barrabool on Monday 14th  July for Colombo where it was due on Wednesday 23rd July and 
from where it was sent by surface to Karachi.  It was flown from Karachi by Imperial Airways on flight IW69 
on Tuesday 29th July and arrived in London on Monday 4th  August.  It therefore took 21 days from Australia 
to UK.  The surface mail sent on the Barrabool was due in London on 9th August. 
 
It is addressed to Francis Field who often added a ½d. stamp and had it postmarked. This cover has such a 
postmark dated 7th August. 
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New Zealand – UK, 11th July 1930 
The first mail from New Zealand to be flown only via the Karachi - UK airmail route left New Zealand on 11th 
July. The rate from New Zealand was 7d. per ½oz. plus the normal surface postage rate of 1d. The cover 
shown in fig. 4 is registered and so is franked with 11d. being made up of the postal rate of 8d. plus 3d. 
registration fee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is postmarked 1st July in Wellington and went by sea from Auckland to Sydney on the Ulimaroa on 11th  - 
15th  July and then on the P&O mailboat Mongolia which left Sydney on Wednesday 16th July and Fremantle 
on Monday 21st July.  It was flown from Karachi on flight IW70 on 5th August, arriving in London on 11th 
August which ties in with the receiving mark in Ibstock, Leicester dated 12th  August 1930. The surface mail 
sent on the Mongolia was due in London on 16th August. 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 
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New Zealand – Palestine, July 1930 
The registered cover shown in fig. 5 is postmarked on 1st July in Timaru and is addressed to Alex Paterson in 
Gaza. It is clearly philatelic in nature, but the number of backstamps show that a major attempt was made to 
locate him in Palestine. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 5 
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The cover is franked with 11d. which is the same as the earlier registered cover to London and would be made 
up of 8d. postage and 3d. registration fee.  Although the routing instructions are via Karachi - London Air 
Mail Service, the cover was off-loaded in Gaza.  Service IW70 left Karachi on 5th  August and arrived in Gaza 
on 7th August, the date of the receiving mark on the back. 
 
There is Not called for in red in capital letters and Gaza has been scored out and replaced with Jaffa. There is 
a Jaffa receiving mark on the back dated 28th September and a further Jaffa mark on the front dated 11th 
November with a further Not called for P. See Over in red manuscript. 
 
It then started its return journey.  There is a Haifa Kantara transit mark on 12th November and a Port Said 
transit which appears to be 1st November, but is more likely 13th or 14th November.  It would then have been 
sent from Port Said to New Zealand via Australia by sea and it finally has a Wellington transit mark of 24th 
December, almost six months after it started its journey.  There are large Return to Sender cachets in purple 
with a hand and pointing finger on both the front and back that were applied in New Zealand. 
 
The return address is to Mrs. Paterson to add credibility to the notion that Mr. Paterson was in Palestine. 
 
New Zealand – Switzerland, July 1930 
The cover shown in fig. 6 is postmarked in Christchurch on 8th July and is addressed to Switzerland.  It has a 
mixed franking of 9½d. in New Zealand stamps plus 2d. (unfranked) in British stamps.  This is made up of 7d. 
Karachi - London air mail fee, 2½d. ordinary postage to Switzerland, while the 2d. in British stamps is the air 
mail fee from London to Basle.  An almost identical cover is shown in Walker [1]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 6 
 
It seems that the intention was for this cover to be flown to London and then flown from there to Basle. 
However, as flight IW70 went through central Europe, it would have been offloaded at Vienna or Nuremburg 
and railed to Lucerne from there. 
 
 
Later Flight: August 1930 
According to Walker [1], only 152 items were sent from New Zealand via the combined Adelaide - Perth and 
Karachi - London services in the first year which averages at only about three on each flight.  Examples like 
the one shown in fig. 7 are therefore uncommon.  It is always interesting to have proof that a service was 
actually used by the public and that covers exist other than those flown on the first flight. 
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Fig. 7 
 
The cover is postmarked on 6th August 1930 and would have been sent on the Ulimoroa from Wellington to 
Sydney on Friday 8th - Tuesday 12th August, flown Adelaide - Perth on 17th -18th August, from Fremantle to 
Colombo on the Cathay on 18th - 27th August and flown Karachi - London on IW74 on 2nd - 8th September. 
There is a manuscript on the back stating that it was received on 9th September. 
 
It is only franked with 11d. rather than the required 1s. 0d.  It is not surprising that there was confusion 
regarding the postage which was 7d. Karachi – London, while the Adelaide - Perth rate was 4d, if addressed to 
the UK, but 3d. for letters addressed to Perth [1]. That extra 1d. might reasonably be assumed to cover the 
surface rate while in fact a further 1d. was required. 
 
 
Sources 
New Zealand – Australia services by sea are from the Evening Post of Wellington available online at:  
paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 
Australia – UK services by sea are from The West Australian and Sydney Morning Herald available online at: 
trove.nla.gov.au 
Dates of the Imperial Airways’ services are from: Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways' Eastern Route, 
Vol. 1, 1927 – 1937, P Wingent, Winchester, 1999. 
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A letter from Uncle Will to E.A. Crome 
 

Material provided by Stan Wheatcroft 
 

Stan kindly sent in the cover shown on the cover of this magazine and a very fine item it is too, having been 
posted at Croydon Aerodrome.  Of additional interest is the letter which was enclosed, written by Stan’s Uncle 
Will to the addressee: the eminent Australian collector and author E.A. Crome which is shown on this and the 
next page.  The cover was, of course, flown from Croydon to Charleville by the first I.A. service to be 
extended to Australia.  From Charleville it was flown to Cootamundra by Butler Air Transport and from there 
it was sent by train to Sydney. 
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