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Editorial 
 
Stan Wheatcroft produced the first issue of this journal in September 1993 and here we are sixteen years later 
still able to fill it with new and interesting items and information.  Thank goodness we can for it is this 
constant flow of new material and the results of recent research which, for me, and I’m sure many of you, 
keeps our hobby fresh and maintains our interest over all the years. 
 
So thank you once again to the small group of stalwarts who have contributed to this edition.  You have 
enabled us all to enjoy another wide variety of topics and material.  I was delighted to be able to place three 
questions in our “Questions and Answers” feature, which in recent editions has been a blank.  Now please 
excel yourselves by providing some answers for the next edition!  For the first time ever, I have some excess 
material to include in the June 2010 edition.  However, it is not nearly enough to fill it, so as always, I make a 
plea for you all to send in a contribution, large or small, I don’t mind – but something!! 
 
Terry Hare-Walker has some of his fine material featured within this edition and hopefully it will whet your 
appetite to see more of it.  This you can do because Terry is giving a display of “Imperial Airways’ Eastern 
Route” to the BAMS Midland group on Sunday 28 March 2010 at Conkers (National Forest Centre), Moira, 
near Ashby-de-la-Zouche.  The meeting opens at 10 a.m. and lunch is available.  These are excellent well-
attended days which I thoroughly recommend and Terry has some very fine and rare material.  Further details 
can be obtained from Laurence Kimpton (tel.: 01564 771851). 
 
I am sure most of you will already have bought the latest book on Imperial Airways, or at least are aware of it, 
but just in case some of you have missed it, here are the details: 
 

“Imperial Airways (The Birth of the British Airline Industry, 1914 – 1940)”, by Robert Bluffield, published 
by Ian Allen Publishing.  ISBN 978 1 906537 07 4.  Hardback, A4 size, 224 pages.  Price £35. 
 

It is profusely illustrated with photographs of aircraft and ephemera.  It is difficult to provide a brief summary 
of the text but I hope you will get at least some idea if I say that it is along the lines of Robin Higham’s book, 
“Britain’s Imperial Air Routes,” in that it deals mainly with the development of the airline from a political, 
managerial and financial perspective, rather than giving detailed developments of services.  It is a very 
thorough history and is beautifully produced.  I recommend it. 
 
It is with some trepidation that I send out this edition to the majority of you in disc form.  I hope you are all 
able to make your hard copy without problems.  Accompanying the June 2009 edition, I sent to you all an A5 
piece of paper detailing the new subscription rates but I will repeat them below as a reminder: 
 
Those continuing to receive hard copy - £10 per annum UK residents; £12 per annum residents outside UK.  
Payable in January 2010. 
 
Those receiving a disc - £3 per annum UK residents; £4 per annum residents outside UK.  Since you have paid 
£10 this year and will receive this edition on disc, I will not request a subscription from you in 2010.  Your 
next subscription will be due in January 2011. 
 
For those receiving a disc, the following information might be useful: 
 
There are two versions of the magazine on the disc: a Word document and a PDF file, giving you the choice 
for what best suits your system.  My version of Word is 2003, so it should work for all of you on PCs. 
 
You will see that the files are named Front Cover, Contents and then various page numbers.  I have not saved 
it as one continuous file because 40 pages is quite a lot to scroll through.  I suggest you start by opening and 
printing the Front Cover and on the reverse print the Contents.  Then work through the Page files in numerical 
order, printing each page individually and back to back.  Good luck! 
 
 
Finally, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a healthy and enjoyable New Year. 



 2                     December 2009 (Issue 36)      Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 

More Parcel Pieces 
 

Material provided by John Oliver 
 
John has kindly provided two more examples of these very scarce pieces which were featured in the last two 
editions of the Gazette.  Thank you for sharing these attractive and interesting pieces John. 
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The piece on the previous page was posted in Hatton Garden, London on 11 July 1929 and has a Sanawar 
arrival datestamp of 22 July.  It was flown by I.A. service IE16 which departed Croydon 13 July and arrived 
Karachi on the 20th.  It is franked 10/7½d. and as there was no special air mail parcel rate to India at this time 
(not introduced until May 1931) the following charges applied:  registration fee – 3d.; ordinary Empire 
postage - 1½d. first oz., 1d. each additional oz. and air mail fee - 5d. per ½ oz. 
 
This is where I need some help!  From these charges I calculate if the parcel weighed between 10½ and 11ozs. 
the total cost would have been 10/4½d. and if between 11 and 11½ ozs., the total cost would have been 
10/10½d.  Can anyone show how the 10/7½d. charge was arrived at please?  Also, on the Customs label 
applied at Karachi, a “Postal Fee” of 4 as. was raised.  Can anyone explain this please? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The piece above, posted at the I.A. headquarters at Wilton Road, Hudson’s Place on 3 Nov. 1935, is franked 
5/3d.  However, the air mail parcel rate to Egypt at this time was 2/3d. per ½ lb.  As this rate does not equate 
with the franking, I can only assume that this item was not sent as a parcel but at the air mail letter rate of 3d. 
per ½ oz. and thus weighed between 10 and 10½ ozs. 
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A Miscellany of Items 
 

Material provided by Sue Burn. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue also sent me the two covers shown on the following page.  Sue described the top cover as follows: 
 
“Cover dated 7 June 1940 addressed to Simla, India with backstamp date of 15/6/40. For a brief period this 
was a twice weekly service operated by C class flying boats from Poole. The original route was to Karachi via 
Marseilles, Rome, Brindisi, Athens, Suda Bay, Alexandria, Tiberius, Habbaniya, Basra, Bahrain, Dubai, 
Jiwani. The aircraft left on Sunday 9 June and on Italy declaring war on the 10th the route was varied to 
exclude Brindisi and Rome calling at Malta instead. This was therefore the last flying boat mail to cross the 
Mediterranean before the war closed it to civilian aircraft. Due to the conditions at the time it was not possible 
to carry a large quantity of mail and I therefore 'googled' the addressee who I found to be the Director of 
Supplies and Transport in India at the time. On retiring on the 15/9/40 he retired to the family home at 
Blisland which is a lovely village off the A30 near Bodmin in Cornwall. So the added interest to me is the 
local connection and a good reason for his mail to be flown out and not sent by sea even though it was a 
private letter from his wife!” 
 
 

Sue has kindly sent the I.A. Bridge scoring booklet shown here in 
reduced size (66%).  This is a most unusual item, in fact none of the 
other collectors of I.A. ephemera in our group have seen this item 
before, so thank you for sharing this exceptional find with us Sue. 
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I feel I should point out that this is an historic and important cover, being an example of mail flown by the last 
BOAC through service from Poole to Sydney.  From information given on the BOAC aircraft movement 
charts, held at BA Archive, Heathrow, it can be confirmed the cover was flown by service SE254, which 
departed Poole at 06.02 on 9 June 1940 and arrived Karachi on 13 June.  It was operated by Caledonia to 
Karachi and then by Circe from Karachi to Sydney, which was reached on 20 June. 
 
Referring to her covers, Sue also wrote, “I find them both of interest because of the addressees. I don't know 
how you prefer to do your collection but I enjoy the background story as much as the postal history of the rate 
and route.”  This is reflected in her description of her second cover which follows: 

“Cover dated 3 July 1941 at rate 1/6 from Australia to the UK via the horseshoe route operated by Qantas, 
Indian Transcontinental via Singapore, India, the middle east and down through India to South Africa and sea 
mail to the UK. Whilst it is unlikely to have been flown by BOAC the addressee was their accountant, A. J. 
Quin-Harkin. John Oliver has actually met him and credits him with saving the finances of Imperial/BOAC. I 
was lucky enough to acquire several covers addressed to him which are more philatelic. As it appears to come 
from Qantas it may have received special treatment.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although Sue says it was unlikely to have been flown by BOAC, I have to disagree.  My understanding is that 
it was flown by Qantas from Sydney to Singapore, then by BOAC from Singapore to Durban. 
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The Rhodesia Railways Strike of 1929 
 

By John Berridge 
 
A railway strike closed down the whole of the railway system in the Rhodesias from the 16 February to 6 
March 1929 and as a result much of the postal distribution system throughout Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia was brought to a standstill. This article brings together information relating to this event and details 
of how large quantities of mail were flown in the Rhodesias before the introduction of regular air mail 
services. Very few planes were flying in Africa in 1929 and it was quite a coincidence that so many aircraft 
were available to carry mail.  
 
These aircraft belonged to:  
 

1. The Bulawayo based Aircraft Operating Company. 
2. The RAF annual training flight that was en route from Cairo to Cape Town. 
3. The Fokker of van Lear Black on a flight from Europe to Cape Town. 

 
The Aircraft Operating Company used its DH 60 Cirrus Moth Sir Charles (ZS-ACT) piloted by the 
appropriately named Captain Douglas Mail to carry passengers and mail to and from Bulawayo and 
Livingstone. According to The Aero Field Captain Mail made 18 flights of 240 miles each between Bulawayo 
and Livingstone during the strike and carried letters plus 210 lbs of newspapers and 85 lbs of films on at least 
15 of these flights.  The weight of letters carried from Bulawayo to Livingstone was recorded as 772 lbs with 
288 lbs being carried on the return flights. Flights were made on February 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26 & 27. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover flown by Captain Mail on 23 February 1929, endorsed “By Airplane/Strike Special.”  Author’s collection. 
 
The cover illustrated left Bulawayo at 06.00 and has a Livingstone receiving stamp of 10.00 the same day. The 
correct Southern Rhodesia letter-rate of 1d to Northern Rhodesia was applied and it is interesting to note that 
at this time the letter-rate for mail from Northern Rhodesia to Southern Rhodesia was 2d. 
 

The Aircraft Operating Company, who were undertaking an aerial survey of parts of Northern Rhodesia at the 
time, made regular flights to and from Bulawayo and details of some of these flights, all flown by Captain 
Mail, are as follows: 
 

Leaving Bulawayo at 06.00 on 18 February he flew to Livingstone to collect Captain G N Trace, the assistant 
manager of The Aircraft Operating Company, together with proof sheets of maps. They arrived back in 
Bulawayo the same day at 13.00.  
 

Captain Mail’s start on the 21 February was delayed by a swarm of bees that had settled in the cockpit of his 
aircraft overnight. He removed the bees by pouring petrol over them. 
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On his return flight he flew two tourists who were stranded at the Victoria Falls, to Bulawayo. The tourists 
were Mrs A J Langley-Lucas from the United States and Hugh Boyd of Blackpool, both of whom paid £50 for 
the flight. It is not clear if they were squeezed into the cockpit together or if Captain Mail carried them on two 
separate flights.  
 

On 22 February, John Adams of Chicago was in Bulawayo and intent on seeing the Falls. He called at the 
office of the Aircraft Operating Company in Bulawayo and arranged an immediate flight to Livingstone. The 
following day Captain Mail flew John Adams, who had paid £80 for the return flight, back to Bulawayo.  
 

A film was also flown up to Livingstone from Bulawayo on 22 February as the cinema there had been closed 
due to a lack of films caused by the railway strike. 
 

The second coincidence was the arrival of the 1929 annual RAF flight from Cairo to Cape Town, which 
consisted of four Fairey 111F aircraft led by Squadron Leader C R Cox. They reached Bulawayo at 10.30 am 
on 28 February and in view of the rail strike, a certain amount of mail was carried by them ‘through the 
courtesy of the RAF’. The aircraft arrived at Abercorn in Northern Rhodesia on 24 February and Broken Hill 
via Ndola the following day. The 26 February was a rest day in Broken Hill and Livingstone was reached by 
lunchtime on 27 February where the crews spent the night. Whilst in Livingstone they were entertained at a 
dance in the Livingstone Club. They were joined by members of the British Ladies Swimmers Team and other 
tourists who were stranded at the Falls by the railway strike. The following day the RAF planes arrived in 
formation over the aerodrome at Bulawayo and after landing came to a halt in a perfect line in front of the 
hangar. A large crowd of distinguished dignitaries including the District Commandant, the Minister of 
Defence, the Mayor and representatives of the Rhodesian Aviation Syndicate and the Aircraft Operating 
Company greeted them. The RAF flight flew 200lbs of mail from Ndola to Broken Hill, 400lbs from Broken 
Hill to Livingstone and 200lbs from Livingstone to Bulawayo.  
 

The four RAF planes reached Pretoria on 3 March and Cape Town on 7 March. During the flight from Cairo 
their cruising speed was just over 100 miles per hour at an average height of 8,000 feet. On their return flight 
they again called at Bulawayo arriving on 17 March 1929 and then proceeded to Gwelo the following day. 
Whilst taking off from Gwelo, one of the aircraft crashed killing the crew - Flying Officer J W Burnett and 
Sergeant Turner. 
 

The third coincidence lay in the fact that the American aviation enthusiast and millionaire Mr. van Lear Black 
arrived in Rhodesia at the time of the railway strike. He had hired the well-known KLM pioneer pilot Captain 
G J Geysendorffer to fly him to Cape Town and they left Croydon on 10 February in a three-engined Fokker F 
VIIB G-AADZ named Maryland Free State. The plane arrived in Northern Rhodesia on 27 February and 
according to Lusaka Post Office records, van Lear Black flew mail between Lusaka, Livingstone and 
Bulawayo during his progress south. A cover addressed to Bulawayo and postmarked Ndola 27 February 
1929 is recorded by both Boesman and Tschroots-Boer in their air mail catalogues. Black left Livingstone at 
08.00 on Friday 1 March and reached Bulawayo at 10.15.  
 

On landing at Bulawayo the aircraft was besieged by the largest crowd ever to assemble at the aerodrome. The 
crowd was thrilled by the size of the aircraft and as Mr van Lear Black stepped from the plane he was given 
three hearty cheers and whilst it was being serviced he made a tour of the town. After refuelling, the aircraft 
flew to Pretoria arriving later the same day having travelled from Livingstone to Pretoria via Bulawayo in a 
record 12 hours.  
 

Van Lear Black, the owner of the Baltimore Sun newspaper, equipped the aircraft with every luxury including 
a cocktail bar and a rich red carpet; the main cabin was usually a mass of beautiful orchids. He was 
accompanied by his secretary, Mr Rene MacColl and his valet,  
Mr Leo Benline, who was quoted as saying:  
 

 ‘Duty on board to me is all in a day’s work. I go about it just as if I were in a hotel’. 
 

There was another carrier of mail by air at this time. On Thursday 21 February the Bulawayo Chronicle 
carried an item from its Johannesburg correspondent referring to an offer from the Johannesburg Light Plane 
Club to the Rhodesian Government regarding the use of three of its aircraft as follows:  
 

 Three machines can be sent to Bulawayo at a moment’s notice to do any work except of a 
military nature. We cannot do more than we have done. If the Rhodesian Government wants us, 
all they have to do is to send for us. 
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The Southern Rhodesian Government does not appear to have replied to this offer. It is not clear whether any 
of the aircraft did fly to Bulawayo to assist in moving strike mail. However, the newspaper wrapper illustrated 
below indicates that there was a flight from Bulawayo to Johannesburg on 25 February 1929. On arrival at 
Johannesburg this item would have been carried by rail to Port Alfred, near Port Elizabeth. The normal rate 
from Southern Rhodesia to South Africa was 1d per oz and the 2d rate indicates that the newspaper weighed 2 
oz. 
 

Newspapaer wrapper flown from Bulawayo to Johannesburg on 25 February 1929. 
Author’s collection (previously part of the Waddling collection). 

 
As so often happens, newspaper wrappers are damaged when opened and thrown away. The wrapper 
illustrated is the only one known and was retained because Mr. Bertram Fox, to whom it was addressed, was a 
well-known aerophilatelic collector.   
 

By 1929 the Johannesburg Light Plane Club had at least six aircraft and they made regular flights to Bulawayo 
in connection with pleasure trips, business charter flights and contracts for the carriage of newspapers.  
Through the efforts of Captain Mail, the Bulawayo Post Office was able to report on Friday 22 February that 
the letter portion of the mail to Livingstone had been cleared. Although this statement may have been 
optimistic it is quite possible that this report, issued the day after the Johannesburg Light Plane Club’s offer, 
was in effect the authorities’ indirect reply.  
 

By the second week of the strike, mail was arriving in Bulawayo from the south conveyed by South African 
Railways trains. The Bulawayo Post Office arranged for a fleet of 42 lorries to carry mail in Southern 
Rhodesia, mainly to the Midlands and Salisbury. However, the road from Bulawayo to Livingstone remained 
impassable as the Gwaai River was in flood.  
 

The 240-mile long road between Bulawayo and Livingstone in 1929 was in poor condition at the best of times 
and the railway was used for the transport of all passengers, mail and freight between the two towns.    
Although a considerable amount of mail was carried by air during the strike it is impossible to identify unless 
suitably endorsed. The mail carried was not surcharged and there were no air mail labels in use in the 
Rhodesias at that time. 
 

As a result less than a dozen items had been identified prior to 2004. However in January 2005, The 
Rhodesian Philatelist (published by Otto Peetoom) reported the discovery of a number of envelopes 
originating from Northern Rhodesia, all addressed to Duly & Co of Bulawayo. Duly and Co was the main 
Ford dealer and the correspondence was from various Ford dealers in Northern Rhodesia. An employee of 
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Duly’s who was also a collector saved a number of envelopes – one endorsed by van Lear Black, from Ndola, 
dated 27 February (a twin of the cover referred to earlier), and two carried by the Aircraft Operating Company 
from Livingstone. One, dated 21 February was signed on the reverse ‘Capt Mail’; the other had a Bulawayo 
arrival cancel of 23 February. There are eleven additional covers that were carried by the RAF from various 
towns in Northern Rhodesia and these arrived in Bulawayo on 28 February 1929. This 2004 ‘find’ is 
undoubtedly the most exciting Rhodesian aerophilatelic discovery of recent years. 
 

The story concludes with Mr Keller, the railway union leader, being flown from Bulawayo to Salisbury on 2 
March by Captain Mail to conclude negotiations with the Government. Captain Mail flew Mr Keller back to 
Bulawayo on 4 March and the strike officially ended 2 days later.  
 

 
 

Your Questions and Answers 
 
Duncan Crewe has the cover illustrated below (front and reverse) which was in a mail bag washed up in 
France following the Boadiea accident.  Sandford says the “Delayed Salved/From Boadicea” cachet on  the 
front was applied in London but Duncan doubts this, because it seems unlikely the mail would have been 
returned from France to the U.K., causing further delay.  In his book, Sandford illustrates another strike of the 
cachet on a cover to Kenya and Duncan believes that this cachet was applied in Nairobi. 
 

He would be very grateful for the views of other members and would like to learn particularly if anyone has 
seen this cachet applied to mail involved in the Boadicea crash destined to anywhere other than Kenya. 
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Terry Hare-Walker has sent me two questions.  The first concerns the “Diverted to Ordinary Mail” handstamp 
applied to the two covers illustrated below, both of which are addressed to officers on board naval ships. 
 

When Terry obtained the top cover, addressed to Simonstown, it came with the following explanation: 
 

“Towards the end of 1935, for a period of not more than three weeks, British air mail correspondence 
addressed to personnel oh H.M. Government stationed at the African station naval base, Simonstown 
Dockyard, near Cape Town was diverted to the ordinary mail.  This was presumably on account of the then 
anticipated Anglo-Italian trouble resulting from the Abyssinian War and the fact that air mails had to pass 
through Italy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few weeks ago Terry obtained a second cover struck with the “Diverted to Ordinary Mail” cachet, this time 
addressed to an officer on board a ship in Hong Kong.  In the light of this cover, he asks if the explanation 
given above is correct. 
 

(Ed. Given that the covers were posted only 15 days apart and the period of embargo was at least 3 weeks, it 
seems fairly reasonable that the cover to Hong Kong was diverted since the air route passed through Italy.) 

Postmark dated 2 December 1935, 
franked double rate (2 x 6d. per ½ oz. 
air mail rate, U.K. to South Africa). 

Datestamped Barnstable, 
17 December 1935 franked 
6d. per ½ oz. air mail rate 
U.K. to Hong Kong. 
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Terry’s second query relates to a very attractive and scarce acceptance of mail from Switzerland for the 
R.A.F. Cairo – Baghdad service.  It is a registered cover flown on a special flight from Basel to Zurich on 10 
May 1925.  It bears a commemorative stamp issued for the flight and a cachet.  From Zurich, the cover went 
to Geneve.  The front and reverse are illustrated below and Terry asks two questions relating to this cover: 
 

 1.  Was it flown by Imperial Airways in Switzerland? 
 2.  What was its route from Switzerland to Cairo? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It has been quite some time since anybody wrote in with a question, so it is great to have three in one issue.  
Now, even greater would be to receive some answers, so how about it?!! 
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Two Items of Interest 
 

By Bill Legg 
 
Bill kindly sent the following two interesting items.  He wrote: 
 
I think the cover from Tel Aviv to Colombo, Ceylon, is rather unusual.  Dated 8 Nov. 1937, Tel Aviv, 
conveyed by surface to Tiberius, backstamp 10 Nov., where it was picked up by the flying boat Cordelia on 
IE599.  From Karachi Tata flew the cover to Madras via Bombay.  From Madras by rail to Dhanushkodi and 
across the Palk Strait to Talaimannar Pier where it was conveyed to Colombo by the Ceylon railway on which 
the double circle “Down Indo Ceylon TPO 14 Nov. 37” was applied.  This double circle datestamp replaced 
the single circle type in November 1935.  A remarkably quick time from 10 November at Tiberius. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Backstamps on reverse. 
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The letter below is from E.V. Dolby to a Mr. Fisher who had evidently sent in a cover from the accident to the 
flying boat Cygnus at Brindisi on 5 December 1937. 
 

What rather fascinated me was that Mr. Dolby, who held an important position in I.A., had the time to 
personally reply to this inquiry.  But I guess that in 1938 I.A. was still a fairly small organisation, particularly 
at headquarters.  I believe that in 1938 I.A. had some 3,600 staff spread worldwide. 
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Imperial Airways’ Freight Labels 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

This article is a follow up to the one on baggage labels in the June 2007 Gazette. The listing is based on the 
1976 Air Transport Label Catalog which was compiled and edited by W. Donald Thomas.  Some labels were 
multi purpose and the items listed as 184 and 185 in the article on baggage labels could also be utilised for 
freight.  
 
Thomas details 22 freight labels but most of these were variants of the item illustrated below. This was listed 
as Form No. 262 by Imperial Airways. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1. GB 79 
 
 
This is a large gummed label 152 mm in diameter. The variants listed by Thomas are as follows:- 
 

GB 75  152 mm diameter black printing on white paper 
GB 76  152 mm diameter black printing on buff paper 
GB 77  152 mm diameter black printing on yellow buff paper 
GB 78  152 mm diameter black printing on green paper 
GB 79  152 mm diameter black printing on blue paper as illustrated in Fig. 1 
GB 80  152 mm diameter black printing on blue paper but taller type 
GB 81  As GB 80 but on green paper 
GB 82  As GB 80 but on red paper 
GB 83  As GB 80 but on yellow paper 
GB 84  As GB 80 but on buff paper 
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The second group are variants of the above label but with a box under “Freight to.”  Unfortunately I do not 
have an example so I cannot illustrate it but a full listing is given below: 
 
GB 86  152 mm diameter but with box under freight; black on buff paper. 
GB 87  As above but black on yellow buff paper. 
GB 88  As above but black on yellow paper. 
GB 89  As above but black on deep pink paper 
 
The third group is very similar but the wording now reads “Freight Via.” An example is illustrated in Fig. 2. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2 GB 91 
 
 
 
There are a number of variants of the above and these are given below. Imperial Airways designated this as 
Form 963. 
 
GB 90  152 mm in diameter with black printing on white paper. 
GB 91  As above but on yellow paper. An example is illustrated in Fig. 2. 
GB 92  As above but on green paper. 
 
Another version exists where the wording has been changed to read “Freight via Amsterdam.” Thomas lists 
two variants of this:- 
 
GB 96  152 mm in diameter on light pink paper 
GB 96a As above but additionally with Form 262a printed above Airways. 
  An example of this is illustrated in Fig. 3. 
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Fig. 3. GB 96a 
 
 

The final type illustrated by Thomas is shown in Fig 4. This is listed as GB 100. It measures 135mm x 125mm 
and had a multitude of purposes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 4 GB 100 
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As well as the items listed by Thomas I have examples of other types in my collection. The first is a tie on 
label designated Form 309 by Imperial Airways. This is illustrated in Fig. 5. The back of the label is blank. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 5 not listed by Thomas 
 

I also have two oval labels which Imperial Airways called Form 553. One is printed on red card while the 
other is on green. The reverse of both has a design of three Speedbirds. The front of one and the reverse of the 
other are shown in Figs. 6 and 7. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig 6 Imperial Airways Form 553 Front of label 

The label is 152 mm at its widest point. 
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Fig. 7. Imperial Airways Form 553 showing reverse of label 
 

 
 
 
 
Finally, I have an example of another multi-purpose label that could be used for freight.  It exists in the 
version illustrated below in Fig. 8 and also in a second version where the address at the bottom is printed as 
Air Port of London Croydon.  They were apparently produced in tear off pads as the perforations and selvedge 
can still be seen on the example below.  The dimensions without the selvedge are 150mm x 60mm. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 8 Multipurpose label. 
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Some Items From My Collection 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registered cover to Basra posted at Bethlehem on 30 August 1929. Backstamped at Jerusalem on 31 August, at Gaza on 
31 August and at Basra on 6 September. It would have been flown on service IE23, departing Alexandria on 4 September 
and arriving at Basra on 6 September. The service was operated by DH66 G-EBMZ ‘City of Jerusalem.’ After leaving 
Basra on the same day, the aircraft was destroyed by fire when landing at Jask, Persia. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1928 Junkers Luftverkehr Persien inaugurated services which linked Tehran with Imperial Airways’ route at Bushire 
(via Isfahan and Shiraz) and at Baghdad (via Hamadan and Kermanshah) with Junkers F13 aircraft. This cover to Egypt 
was posted at Tehran on 20 July 1929 (3 additional stamps on back postmarked on 21 July). The Persian airmail stamps 
depict the Junkers F13 aircraft. It was flown to Baghdad where it was backstamped on 22 July and then flown on 
Imperial Airways service IW16 to Alexandria, where it was backstamped on 24 July. Backstamped at Heliopolis on 25 
July. The addressee, C Wolley Dod, had been an Imperial Airways pilot before becoming Manager for Near East 
Division with headquarters at Heliopolis. 
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On 6 October 2008 Dundee City Council celebrated the 70th anniversary of the record distance non-stop flight from 
Dundee to Orange River, South Africa, by Mercury, the upper component  of the Short Mayo Composite. The flying boat 
Maia took off from the Firth of Tay and released Mercury on its flight of 6045 miles. Dundee Philatelic Society produced 
a commemorative cover which enclosed a copy of the celebration programme. The other pages of the programme 
describe the Short Mayo Composite and the life of Donald Bennett, Mercury’s pilot. 
The cover can be obtained from Colin Campbell, 11, Denoon Terrace, Dundee, DD2 2EL, at the cost of £3 incl. post & 
packing, cheques payable to  Dundee City Council. 
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Press Cuttings of Imperial Airways’ 1931 Flights to Australia 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe. 
 

It is most generous of Duncan to share these informative press cuttings with us. 
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Items From My Collection 
 

Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker 
 
Terry has kindly sent copies of sheets from his collection showing some very interesting and unusual material. 
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My thanks to Terry for sharing his covers with us and also for sending in the article shown on the next two 
pages, which was first published in “Flypast” magazine, March 2000 edition.  It provides an excellent 
overview of the activities of a little-known airline. 



34                     December 2009 (Issue 36)      Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   December 2009 (Issue 36)        35 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



36                     December 2009 (Issue 36)      Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 
 

Major General Geoffrey Salmond - A man of Vision 
 

By Ed Wolf 
 
On my last trip to the National Archives at Kew in 2008 I discovered the following document that I believe 
would be of benefit to our readers. 
 
It was written and prepared by Major General Geoffrey Salmond who at the time was back in England on 
leave for a lecture to the RAF College.  
 
What is striking about the lecture is the foresight displayed by a military man on matters, which were to all 
intents and purposes civil matters. The person who should have been interested in what Salmond had to say 
was the Controller General of Civil Aviation Frederick Sykes. However Sykes was tied up in the politics of 
the post whereas Salmond had a relatively free hand in the RAF where he was General Officer Commanding 
the Middle East Area. 
 
It must be recalled that Salmond had accompanied General Borton and Ross Smith on the first flight by 
Handley Page from Egypt to India in November/December 1918. He had been an enthusiastic helper of the 
idea of developing a route to Australia, which had probably been prompted by his proximity to Ross Smith on 
the flight to Delhi. 
 
Clearly this lecture outlines a future not only for the Air Force, as may be expected, but a grand plan for Civil 
Aviation at a time when it had not yet developed. Salmond anticipates the formation of Imperial Airways and 
the Singapore –Australia section that would become a Qantas- Imperial domain by 1934. 
 
Some two months after this lecture Salmond provided the details of a Charter Company to run Civil Aviation 
as a proposal to a just-recovered from Spanish Flu Chief of Air Staff Hugh Trenchard, who was at the time 
still too busy with saving the RAF from utter destruction to worry about the concept. By September 1920 the 
Air Ministry developed a separate committee to consider the Salmond proposals. 
 
From all the above it is clear that Geoffrey Salmond was an extremely influential person who could well be 
considered the father of British Civil Aviation despite the fact that he was and remained a serving officer of 
the crown. He rose briefly to be Chief of the Air Staff in 1933 when he succumbed to cancer. 
  

The Salmond Lecture: 8 February 1920 
 
I can only say that such an opportunity has seldom fallen to anyone to have been in the position I was on the 
conclusion of the Armistice. I had command of a large force of officers and men of the Royal Air Force on 
whom the curtain of a great inactivity suddenly fell. Our energies were abundant but our outlets suddenly 
became few. 
 
During the war, as part of our work of preparation, various air route questions had been studied, and certain 
action had been taken, with the result that preparations had been made to complete an air route to Aden, as 
well as one to Baghdad, and from Baghdad to India. The route to Khartoum had also been taken in hand.  It 
only remained for some galvanising cable from the Air Ministry to arrive, and it did arrive. On November 12th 
I received a cable stating that a Handley Page was shortly starting from England to fly to India, and that a 
Giant Handley Page would start to fly from England to the Cape. 
 
Now the route to India was practically ready, whereas nothing had been done to develop the route to the Cape. 
Here was the necessary outlet for our energies, and within five days Survey parties had been assembled, the 
route had been planned, and within ten days of the receipt of the cable these Survey Parties had started. 
 
The first Survey Party’s duty was to prepare the route up to the high waters of the Nile. 
 
The second Survey Party was to enter East Africa by Mombasa, and take the Central section stretching from 
Victoria Nyanza to the Southern part of Tanganyika. 
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The third Survey Party was to enter South Africa via Beira and establish its Headquarters at Victoria and 
extend the route from Tanganyika to Cape Town. 
 
I must say here that these Survey Parties received the greatest assistance from the various Governors and 
Governor Generals they met, with the result that within a year a route had been carved out through the centre 
of Africa, which I trust, in the next month, will culminate in a successful flight from Cairo to the Cape. 
 
The Survey Parties having been started, I decided to prove our air connection with Baghdad, the Royal Air 
Force in Mesopotamia being under my command. A start was made on the morning of November 15th at 7 am, 
and flying via Tadmore and Damascus we arrived at Baghdad at 5 pm, on the following day.  At Baghdad it 
was impossible to persuade the people that we had had breakfast at Cairo on the previous day, but the fact 
remains. Such an event seemed impossible to people who had hitherto looked on Cairo as being six days from 
England, and eighteen days from Baghdad. If ever a striking instance is wanted to prove what the air can do, I 
think this instance proves it. 
 
Arrived at Baghdad, and having completed various inspections of the R.A.F., it somehow occurred to us that 
we were practically half way to India.  Once more the cables flashed to England, and, sanction being granted, 
we started for India travelling via Busra (sic), Bushire, Bunderabbas (sic) and Charbar.  My pilots on this 
occasion were General Borton, Commanding the Palestine Brigade, and Sir (sic) MacPherson Ross Smith.  
Our mechanics were Sgt. Shires (sic) and Sgt. Bennett. Now all this crew - except General Borton – were 
those which constituted the crew which recently flew to Australia, and so it is not surprising that our journey 
to India was so successful. 
 
I cannot omit paying a tribute to the machine and engines that made our flight possible.  In both cases they 
were excellent.  The engines, turned out by a well-known firm, did six million revolutions between Cairo and 
Calcutta and never uttered a sob. Among the many interesting things we experienced perhaps the following 
were the most striking:- 
 
Firstly the immensity of the desert between Cairo and India, except for the great rivers Euphrates and Tigris, 
the country is practically waterless until the Ganges is reached. I remember thinking how much we owed our 
civilisation in Europe to water, compared to the conditions the inhabitants of these regions were under when 
their first thought by day must be to find enough food and water. 
 
Secondly the fact that the Persians at Bunderabbas already had ideas of Air Transport for they brought their 
falcons with them to see the big machine as much as to say they also knew something about it. 
 
Thirdly the enormous interest displayed by the Indians when we arrived at our various destinations in India. 
 
How they marvelled at our punctuality, though to tell the truth we always had something up our sleeve and 
always telegraphed our probable time of arrival beforehand, allowing us half an hour in hand.  We sighted 
Delhi fully three quarters of an hour before Delhi saw us and lay off until the scheduled time for our arrival 
came round when we made our usual punctual landing. 
 
Arrived in India we realised that we were half way to Australia, and so once more the cables flashed, and once 
more by the Air Ministry being true to their salt, was a further reconnaissance of the route from India to 
Australia undertaken. It was, of course, impossible to proceed by air at this stage, since no preparation of 
landing grounds had been made. General Borton and Sir Macpherson Ross Smith therefore undertook the 
ground reconnaissance, and we are immensely indebted to these two officers for the preparation of the route.  
In particular are we indebted to General Borton for the great success, which has marked all the stages of the 
opening up of an air route between England and Australia. It was General Borton who first flew a machine, a 
Handley Page, from England to Egypt.  It was General Borton who flew from Egypt to India. It was General 
Borton who carried out such excellent work in the preparation of the route from India to Australia. I know it 
was one of his greatest disappointments when the exingencies of the service prevented him from completing 
his work by accompanying Sir Macpherson Ross Smith from England to Australia on his recent flight. 
 
A brief reference to dates will be interesting. 
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Despatch of three Survey Parties on the Cairo-Cape Route;- November 20th 1918. 
Our arrival in India; - December 11th 1918 
The Australian Reconnaissance from India to Australia: - January 1919, Completed May 1919. 
Air route from Cairo to Aden: -completed January 1919. 
The completion of the Cairo-Cape Route: -November 1919. 
 
In addition in August 1919 a party of Royal Air Force Officers left Damascus in eight Ford Cars to survey the 
route across the Arabian Desert. They disappeared for eight days surveyed the desert from one end to the other 
and planted landing grounds at intervals of 40 miles, which can be identified from the Air. 
 
The reconnaissance across the Arabian Desert of over 300 miles established a record. 
All these things have been done by Officers and men of the Royal Air Force because they were and are, 
inspired by one great ideal- their absolute confidence and belief in the Future of the Air.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
So much for what has been done, and now it is fitting that we should turn to the future. 
 
It is no good organising Air Routes unless we have a definite policy before us as to the application of these 
Air Routes, and in order to realise what that policy should be it is most necessary that we should understand 
the fundamental principles upon which successful commercial aviation must rest. 
 

These principles are: - 
 (a) Mails are the most convenient load for Air Transport. 
 (b) An adequate load to find a satisfactory paying return for each flight is essential. 
 (c) A clear realisation as to the high cost of maintenance if reliability is to be assured. 
 
As regards mails, all Governments possess one priceless lever for ensuring the success or otherwise of Air 
Transport in the inherent right they possess of controlling mails.  
 
It has been practically established that efficient maintenance for a twin engined machine on a given route , and 
providing for a commercial rate of interest works out at 10/- a ton each mile flown. This means that on a 1000 
mile flight an aeroplane must earn £500.  The load necessary to create this money will primarily consist of 
mails and mails depend upon industrial centres. 
 
Now in India, industrial centres are few and far between. Calcutta is 1000 miles from Bombay, and 750 miles 
from Rangoon and yet this stretches from one end of India to the other.  Between these centres a very small   
load would be picked up, consequently India has decided that only one Air Transport organisation will be 
given the mails in order that it should have every chance of success. 
 
As said before, mails are the paying cargo for Air Transport.  By granting a monopoly of mails for the whole 
of India, India has recognised this feature, as well as the high cost of maintenance and has shewn her 
determination to lay her air policy on a sure and sound foundation.  Adequate safeguards for the Government 
of India are provided by a Government Director on the Board of the Company, who is responsible to the 
Indian Air Board. 
 
Now the conditions in India apply equally to the other great Areas linked by Air Routes, discussed tonight. 
 
We may therefore see Australia, South Africa and Egypt proceed on these principles; I might include Canada 
also. The Egyptian organisation holding the monopoly of Air Transport from Cairo to Busrah (sic) on the one 
hand, and from Cairo to Tanganyika on the other hand.  Although this seems a large area, it must be 
remembered that a strong organisation is necessary, and that mails on a paying basis are few and far between 
in these places. 
 
The Indian organisation would include all air mails in India and Burma stretching from Burma on the one 
hand to Busrah on the other hand. Possibly it would be advisable also to have another stretch from Rangoon to 
Singapore; the Australian organisation being responsible for all the air mails in Australia and stretching from 
Australia to Singapore, where it meets the Indian organisation. 
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The South African organisation responsible for all mails in the union of South Africa, and meeting the 
Egyptian organisation on the southern boundary of Tanganyika. 
 
If this policy was adopted we should have four great Air Transport organisations, Egypt, India, Australia, 
South Africa, all possessing the essential means of paying their way, and all, except Egypt, being centred on 
their own Governments, and thus being fostered and developed in unison with the requirements of the 
respective countries over which they operate. 
 
I have not touched upon the connection between England and Egypt.  This I feel strongly should be developed 
on an Airship basis centred in England.  If this were done the chain would be complete, and it would not be 
long before Australia, India, and South Africa would be linked up direct with England by an “All Red Air 
Route”. 
 
It may be said that the conception of air organisations I have sketched would take no account of the difficult 
question as to the respective merits of airships and aeroplanes.  I wish to make it clear that these Air Transport 
organisations are at liberty to adopt whatever aircraft proves to be commercially the most suitable. In any 
case, the aerodromes and a very large portion of the maintenance services necessary for aeroplanes are 
suitable for the maintenance of airships. 
 
I have often thought the British Empire, in so far as Egypt, India, Australia, Africa and South Africa are 
concerned, is like some great giant whose head is in England whose enormous limbs stretch from Cairo to 
Australia and Cairo to the Cape, whose veins are these Air Routes, whose arteries are these great Air 
Organisations described. 
 
If this is so, our policy must be bold and large and not fragmentary. We must view the problem as a whole. 
Only by such means will we link up the Empire by Air on a sound and healthy system. 
 
By such means we will confer on our kinsmen overseas the priceless gift of close intercommunication, which 
is the bedrock of Imperial affection and commercial prosperity. 
 
For these reasons I am convinced that the time is ripe for the early formation of a strong and vigorous Imperial 
Air League whose mission it will be not only to educate public opinion on the matters discussed tonight, but 
also to assist in the solution of that still more important question, upon which our very existence may depend- 
the Civil Air Transport question at home. 
 
W.G.Salmond 
7-2-20 
 
 


