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Front cover illustration: The cover shown is the nearest | could get to a Christmas theme (it gets more difficult each

year). It was flown from Cape Town by I.A. service AN93, which operated one day early
throughout in order to arrive in the U.K. in time for the delivery of Christmas mail. This was
achieved as the service arrived Croydon 24 December 1932. The cover bears a South African
tuberculosis charity fund Christmas stamp.
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Editorial

Stan Wheatcroft produced the first issue of thigral in September 1993 and here we are sixteas {aar
still able to fill it with new and interesting itesmand information. Thank goodness we can for ihis
constant flow of new material and the results aerg research which, for me, and I'm sure manyaf,y
keeps our hobby fresh and maintains our interest alv the years.

So thank you once again to the small group of stabvwho have contributed to this edition. Youéav
enabled us all to enjoy another wide variety ofidce@and material. | was delighted to be able tx@lthree
guestions in our “Questions and Answers” featureictv in recent editions has been a blank. Nowsdea
excel yourselves by providing some answers fomtind edition! For the first time ever, | have soexeess
material to include in the June 2010 edition. Heaveit is not nearly enough to fill it, so as ajwal make a
plea for you all to send in a contribution, largesmall, | don’t mind — but something!!

Terry Hare-Walker has some of his fine materiatdesd within this edition and hopefully it will whgour
appetite to see more of it. This you can do bexdsry is giving a display of “Imperial Airways'astern
Route” to the BAMS Midland group on Sunday 28 MaffH 0 at Conkers (National Forest Centre), Moira,
near Ashby-de-la-Zouche. The meeting opens at.h0 and lunch is available. These are excellerk we
attended days which | thoroughly recommend andyTess some very fine and rare material. Furth&ailde
can be obtained from Laurence Kimpton (tel.: 01%64851).

| am sure most of you will already have boughtléitest book on Imperial Airways, or at least areusenof it,
but just in case some of you have missed it, her¢he details:

“Imperial Airways (The Birth of the British Airlinéndustry, 1914 — 1940)", by Robert Bluffield, pidhled
by lan Allen Publishing. ISBN 978 1 906537 O07Hardback, A4 size, 224 pages. Price £35.

It is profusely illustrated with photographs ofcaaft and ephemera. It is difficult to provide riebsummary
of the text but | hope you will get at least somheai if | say that it is along the lines of Robirgham’s book,
“Britain’s Imperial Air Routes,” in that it deals aimly with the development of the airline from difcal,
managerial and financial perspective, rather thaing detailed developments of services. It iseayv
thorough history and is beautifully produced. dawmend it.

It is with some trepidation that | send out thistied to the majority of you in disc form. | hopyeu are all
able to make your hard copy without problems. Agpanying the June 2009 edition, | sent to you mlh&
piece of paper detailing the new subscription rated will repeat them below as a reminder:

Those continuing to receive hard copg10 per annum UK residents; £12 per annum ratideutside UK.
Payable in January 2010.

Those receiving a discE3 per annum UK residents; £4 per annum ressdautside UK. Since you have paid
£10 this year and will receive this edition on diswill not request a subscription from you in 201Your
next subscription will be due in January 2011.

For those receiving a disc, the following infornoatimight be useful:

There are two versions of the magazine on the dist'ord document and a PDF file, giving you theioho
for what best suits your system. My version of Wisr2003, so it should work for all of you on PCs.

You will see that the files are named Front Co@mtents and then various page numbers. | haveaved
it as one continuous file because 40 pages is quib¢ to scroll through. | suggest you start Ipgming and
printing the Front Cover and on the reverse ptist€ontents. Then work through the Page filesumerical
order, printing each page individually and backagck. Good luck!

Finally, | wish you all a very Happy Christmas amntlealthy and enjoyable New Year.
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Mor e Par cel Pieces
Material provided by John Oliver

John has kindly provided two more examples of thesg scarce pieces which were featured in thetvest
editions of the Gazette. Thank you for sharing¢h&ttractive and interesting pieces John.
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The piece on the previous page was posted in H&smnden, London on 11 July 1929 and has a Sanawar
arrival datestamp of 22 July. It was flown by Igervice IE16 which departed Croydon 13 July amived
Karachi on the 20th. It is franked 10/7%2d. anthase was no special air mail parcel rate to ladithis time

(not introduced until May 1931) the following chasyapplied: registration fee — 3d.; ordinary Empir
postage - 1%d. first 0z., 1d. each additional od.ar mail fee - 5d. per %2 oz.

This is where | need some help! From these chdrgalsulate if the parcel weighed between 10v Hiabs.

the total cost would have been 10/4Y%2d. and if betw#l and 11%2 ozs., the total cost would have been
10/10%2d. Can anyone show how the 10/7%d. chargeawaved at please? Also, on the Customs label
applied at Karachi, a “Postal Fee” of 4 as. wasagi Can anyone explain this please?
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The piece above, posted at the |.A. headquartéigilean Road, Hudson’s Place on 3 Nov. 1935, iskexd
5/3d. However, the air mail parcel rate to Egyypthés time was 2/3d. per %2 |b. As this rate doesequate
with the franking, | can only assume that this iteas not sent as a parcel but at the air mailrledtie of 3d.
per %2 oz. and thus weighed between 10 and 10% ozs.
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A Miscdlany of Items
Material provided by Sue Burn.

Sue has kindly sent the |.A. Bridge scoring booklebwn here in
reduced size (66%). This is a most unusual itarfgét none of the
other collectors of I.A. ephemera in our group hagen this item
before, so thank you for sharing this exceptiomal fvith us Sue.

IMPERIAL AIRWATES
T
|
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Sue also sent me the two covers shown on the follppage. Sue described the top cover as follows:

“Cover dated 7 June 1940 addressed to Simla, lidlabackstamp date of 15/6/40. For a brief petiad
was a twice weekly service operated by C clasadlyioats from Poole. The original route was to Karaia
Marseilles, Rome, Brindisi, Athens, Suda Bay, Alekda, Tiberius, Habbaniya, Basra, Bahrain, Dubai,
Jiwani. The aircraft left on Sunday 9 June and taly Ideclaring war on the 10th the route was vated
exclude Brindisi and Rome calling at Malta inste@ldis was therefore the last flying boat mail toss the
Mediterranean before the war closed it to civilarcraft. Due to the conditions at the time it was possible
to carry a large quantity of mail and | therefggeogled' the addressee who | found to be the Qireuft
Supplies and Transport in India at the time. Otiringt on the 15/9/40 he retired to the family home
Blisland which is a lovely village off the A30 neBodmin in Cornwall. So the added interest to méhes
local connection and a good reason for his malbédlown out and not sent by sea even though it avas
private letter from his wife!”
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| feel | should point out that this is an histoaied important cover, being an example of mail fldwrthe last
BOAC through service from Poole to Sydney. Frororimation given on the BOAC aircraft movement
charts, held at BA Archive, Heathrow, it can be feomed the cover was flown by service SE254, which
departed Poole at 06.02 on 9 June 1940 and arkeedchi on 13 June. It was operated@atedonia to
Karachi and then bgirce from Karachi to Sydney, which was reached on 2&Ju

Referring to her covers, Sue also wrote, “I findrthboth of interest because of the addressees'tl kdmw
how you prefer to do your collection but | enjo thackground story as much as the postal histotlyeofate
and route.” This is reflected in her descriptidmer second cover which follows:

“Cover dated 3 July 1941 at rate 1/6 from Austratighe UK via the horseshoe route operated by &3ant
Indian Transcontinental via Singapore, India, thddie east and down through India to South Afrind aea
mail to the UK. Whilst it is unlikely to have beflown by BOAC the addressee was their accountant]. A
Quin-Harkin. John Oliver has actually met him aneldits him with saving the finances of Imperial/BOA
was lucky enough to acquire several covers addidsseim which are more philatelic. As it appearsdme
from Qantas it may have received special treatrhent.
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Although Sue says it was unlikely to have been fidoy BOAC, | have to disagree. My understandintpad
it was flown by Qantas from Sydney to Singaporenthy BOAC from Singapore to Durban.
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The Rhodesia Railways Strike of 1929
By John Berridge

A railway strike closed down the whole of the rajwsystem in the Rhodesias from the 16 Februag to
March 1929 and as a result much of the postaliloigion system throughout Northern and Southern
Rhodesia was brought to a standstill. This articlegs together information relating to this evantl details

of how large quantities of mail were flown in thénd®lesias before the introduction of regular airlmai
services. Very few planes were flying in Africaif29 and it was quite a coincidence that so mairtyadi
were available to carry mail.

These aircraft belonged to:

1. The Bulawayo based Aircraft Operating Company.
2. The RAF annual training flight that was en routanfrCairo to Cape Town.
3. The Fokker of van Lear Black on a flight from Euedp Cape Town.

The Aircraft Operating Company used its DH 60 GrmMoth Sir Charles (ZS-ACT) piloted by the
appropriately named Captain Dougl®#ail to carry passengers and mail to and from Balgvand
Livingstone. According tdhe Aero FieldCaptain Mail made 18 flights of 240 miles each hestw Bulawayo
and Livingstone during the strike and carried stigus 210 Ibs of newspapers and 85 Ibs of flmsitleast
15 of these flights. The weight of letters carriemn Bulawayo to Livingstone was recorded as B&with

288 Ibs being carried on the return flights. Flgghtere made on February 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 2B.

Cover flown by Captain Mail on 23 February 1929dersed “By Airplane/Strike Special.” Author’s cedtion.

The cover illustrated left Bulawayo at 06.00 and &d.ivingstone receiving stamp of 10.00 the saaye tihe
correct Southern Rhodesia letter-rate of 1d to INort Rhodesia was applied and it is interestingote that
at this time the letter-rate for mail from Northékhodesia to Southern Rhodesia was 2d.

The Aircraft Operating Company, who were undertgkin aerial survey of parts of Northern Rhodesihet
time, made regular flights to and from Bulawayo aledails of some of these flights, all flown by @ap
Malil, are as follows:

Leaving Bulawayo at 06.00 on 18 February he flewitingstone to collect Captain G N Trace, the stssit
manager of The Aircraft Operating Company, togetivgh proof sheets of maps. They arrived back in
Bulawayo the same day at 13.00.

Captain Mail's start on the 21 February was deldyg@ swarm of bees that had settled in the codgiis
aircraft overnight. He removed the bees by poupietgol over them.
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On his return flight he flew two tourists who wesanded at the Victoria Falls, to Bulawayo. Therigis
were Mrs A J Langley-Lucas from the United Stated Hugh Boyd of Blackpool, both of whom paid £50 fo
the flight. It is not clear if they were squeezatbithe cockpit together or if Captain Mail carribém on two
separate flights.

On 22 February, John Adams of Chicago was in Bwawand intent on seeing the Falls. He called at the
office of the Aircraft Operating Company in Bulaveagind arranged an immediate flight to Livingstohlee
following day Captain Mail flew John Adams, who hzald £80 for the return flight, back to Bulawayo.

A film was also flown up to Livingstone from Bulay@on 22 February as the cinema there had beeecclos
due to a lack of films caused by the railway strike

The second coincidence was the arrival of the 1&2%ual RAF flight from Cairo to Cape Town, which
consisted of four Fairey 111F aircraft led by Sqoad_eader C R Cox. They reached Bulawayo at 18r80
on 28 February and in view of the rail strike, atai@ amount of mail was carried by them ‘throude t
courtesy of the RAE'The aircraft arrived at Abercorn in Northern Rhades 24 February and Broken Hill
via Ndola the following day. The 26 February wa®st day in Broken Hill and Livingstone was reacbgd
lunchtime on 27 February where the crews spentitjat. Whilst in Livingstone they were entertaingtda
dance in the Livingstone Club. They were joinechiembers of the British Ladies Swimmers Team androth
tourists who were stranded at the Falls by thevegilstrike. The following day the RAF planes ardvie
formation over the aerodrome at Bulawayo and dfteding came to a halt in a perfect line in frohttee
hangar. A large crowd of distinguished dignitariasluding the District Commandant, the Minister of
Defence, the Mayor and representatives of the RdiadeAviation Syndicate and the Aircraft Operating
Company greeted them. The RAF flight flew 200lbsrafil from Ndola to Broken Hill, 400lbs from Broken
Hill to Livingstone and 200lbs from Livingstone Bulawayo.

The four RAF planes reached Pretoria on 3 MarchGeqoe Town on 7 March. During the flight from Cairo
their cruising speed was just over 100 miles per lad an average height of 8,000 feet. On theirnetlight
they again called at Bulawayo arriving on 17 Mat&29 and then proceeded to Gwelo the following day.
Whilst taking off from Gwelo, one of the aircraftashed killing the crew - Flying Officer J W Burhend
Sergeant Turner.

The third coincidence lay in the fact that the Aitem aviation enthusiast and millionaire Mr. varat.8lack
arrived in Rhodesia at the time of the railwayk&trHe had hired the well-known KLM pioneer pilot Capta
G J Geysendorffer to fly him to Cape Town and tledtyCroydon on 10 February in a three-engined Eolkk
VIIB G-AADZ named Maryland Free StateThe plane arrived in Northern Rhodesia on 27 Felraad
according to Lusaka Post Office records, van LekaclB flew mail between Lusaka, Livingstone and
Bulawayo during his progress south. A cover adéess Bulawayo and postmarkéitiola 27 February
1929 isrecorded by both Boesman and Tschroots-Boer iin diremail cataloguesBlack left Livingstone at
08.00 on Friday 1 March and reached Bulawayo &t510.

On landing at Bulawayo the aircraft was besiegethbylargest crowd ever to assemble at the aeradrdtre
crowd was thrilled by the size of the aircraft axedMr van Lear Black stepped from the plane he ginan
three hearty cheers and whilst it was being sedvieee made a tour of the town. After refuelling, tiecraft
flew to Pretoria arriving later the same day hauirayelled from Livingstone to Pretoria via Bulaveaiy a
record 12 hours.

Van Lear Black, the owner of tigaltimore Sumewspaper, equipped the aircraft with every luxaogjuding

a cocktail bar and a rich red carpet; the main rcabas usually a mass of beautiful orchids. He was
accompanied by his secretary, Mr Rene MacColl anddlet,

Mr Leo Benline, who was quoted as saying:

‘Duty on board to me is all in a day’s work. | gbout it just as if | were in a hotel'.

There was another carrier of mail by air at thmeti On Thursday 21 February tBelawayo Chronicle
carried an item from its Johannesburg corresponadatring to an offer from the Johannesburg Ligktne
Club to the Rhodesian Government regarding theotiferee of its aircraft as follows:

Three machines can be sent to Bulawayo at a méneotice to do any work except of a
military nature. We cannot do more than we haveeddirthe Rhodesian Government wants us,
all they have to do is to send for us.



December 2009 (Issue 36) mpérial Airways Gazette

The Southern Rhodesian Government does not appéanve replied to this offer. It is not clear whetlany
of the aircraft did fly to Bulawayo to assist in wiog strike mail. However, the newspaper wrappasitated
below indicates that there was a flight from Bulsivdo Johannesburg on 25 February 1929. On araitval
Johannesburg this item would have been carriedatbyar Port Alfred, near Port Elizabeth. The normate
from Southern Rhodesia to South Africa was 1d pearad the 2d rate indicates that the newspaperhedig
0z.

Newspapaer wrapper flown from Bulawayo to Johanaesbn 25 February 1929.
Author’s collection (previously part of the Waddjinollection).

As so often happens, newspaper wrappers are damalged opened and thrown away. The wrapper
illustrated is the only one known and was retaibedause Mr. Bertram Fox, to whom it was addressad,a
well-known aerophilatelic collector.

By 1929 the Johannesburg Light Plane Club hadaat kix aircraft and they made regular flights tdavayo

in connection with pleasure trips, business chaflights and contracts for the carriage of newspape
Through the efforts of Captain Mail, the BulawayasPOffice was able to report on Friday 22 Februbat

the letter portion of the mail to Livingstone hadeb cleared. Although this statement may have been
optimistic it is quite possible that this repodsued the day after the Johannesburg Light Plamie' <Cbffer,

was in effect the authorities’ indirect reply.

By the second week of the strike, mail was arrivim@@ulawayo from the south conveyed by South Asfinic
Railways trains. The Bulawayo Post Office arrandeda fleet of 42 lorries to carry mail in Southern
Rhodesia, mainly to the Midlands and Salisbury. Esv, the road from Bulawayo to Livingstone remdine
impassable as the Gwaai River was in flood.

The 240-mile long road between Bulawayo and Liviage in 1929 was in poor condition at the bestroés
and the railway was used for the transport of atigengers, mail and freight between the two towns.
Although a considerable amount of mail was carbgdir during the strike it is impossible to iddépntinless
suitably endorsed. The mail carried was not sugdthrand there were no air mail labels in use in the
Rhodesias at that time.

As a result less than a dozen items had been figehfprior to 2004. However in January 200He
Rhodesian Philatelistpublished by Otto Peetoom) reported the discovafrya number of envelopes
originating from Northern Rhodesia, all addresseduly & Co of Bulawayo. Duly and Co was the main
Ford dealer and the correspondence was from vaFiotdsdealers in Northern Rhodesia. An employee of
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Duly’s who was also a collector saved a numbemeEtpes — one endorsed by van Lear Black, fromado
dated 27 February (a twin of the cover referredauier), and two carried by the Aircraft Operatibgmpany
from Livingstone. One, dated 21 February was signedhe reverse ‘Capt Mail’; the other had a Bulgwva
arrival cancel of 23 February. There are eleventiadel covers that were carried by the RAF fromicas
towns in Northern Rhodesia and these arrived inaBayo on 28 February 1929. This 2004 ‘find’ is
undoubtedly the most exciting Rhodesian aeroplidatéscovery of recent years.

The story concludes with Mr Keller, the railway onileader, being flown from Bulawayo to Salisbury®
March by Captain Mail to conclude negotiations whle Government. Captain Mail flew Mr Keller back t
Bulawayo on 4 March and the strike officially endedays later.

Your Questionsand Answers

Duncan Crewe has the cover illustrated below (framdl reverse) which was in a mail bag washed up in
France following theBoadieaaccident. Sandford says the “Delayed Salved/FBoadicea” cachet on the
front was applied in London but Duncan doubts thiscause it seems unlikely the mail would have been
returned from France to the U.K., causing furthelag. In his book, Sandford illustrates anothaketof the
cachet on a cover to Kenya and Duncan believeshisatachet was applied in Nairobi.

He would be very grateful for the views of othermfiers and would like to learn particularly if angonas
seen this cachet applied to mail involved inBoadiceacrash destined to anywhere other than Kenya.
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Terry Hare-Walker has sent me two questions. Tireedoncerns the “Diverted to Ordinary Mail” hataisp
applied to the two covers illustrated below, bdtlwvhich are addressed to officers on board naviaksh

When Terry obtained the top cover, addressed t@@&town, it came with the following explanation:

“Towards the end of 1935, for a period of not méman three weeks, British air mail correspondence
addressed to personnel oh H.M. Government stati@atethe African station naval base, Simonstown
Dockyard, near Cape Town was diverted to the orglin@ail. This was presumably on account of theathe
anticipated Anglo-ltalian trouble resulting frometiAbyssinian War and the fact that air mails hagass
through Italy.

Postmark dated 2 December 1935,
franked double rate (2 x 6d. per ¥z oz.
air mail rate, U.K. to South Africa).

Datestamped Barnstable,
17 December 1935 franked

6d. per % oz. air mail rate Medinary  Mall.
U.K. to Hong Kong. ;-.r,, nded by
o inlinatisn

A few weeks ago Terry obtained a second cover lstitith the “Diverted to Ordinary Mail” cachet, thigne
addressed to an officer on board a ship in HonggKolm the light of this cover, he asks if the expltion
given above is correct.

(Ed. Given that the covers were posted only 15 dagst and the period of embargo was at least 3kagei
seems fairly reasonable that the cover to Hong Keag diverted since the air route passed througly .t
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Terry’s second query relates to a very attractimd acarce acceptance of mail from Switzerland fer t
R.A.F. Cairo — Baghdad service. It is a registereder flown on a special flight from Basel to Alrion 10
May 1925. It bears a commemorative stamp issuethéoflight and a cachet. From Zurich, the cowent
to Geneve. The front and reverse are illustratdovbband Terry asks two questions relating to ¢biger:

1. Was it flown by Imperial Airways in Switzerld®
2. What was its route from Switzerland to Cairo?
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It has been quite some time since anybody wroteitin a question, so it is great to have three ia @msue.
Now, even greater would be to receive some answersow about it?!!
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Two Items of | nterest
By Bill Legg

Bill kindly sent the following two interesting itesn He wrote:

| think the cover from Tel Aviv to Colombo, Ceylois rather unusual. Dated 8 Nov. 1937, Tel Aviv,
conveyed by surface to Tiberius, backstamp 10 Nekere it was picked up by the flying bdadrdelia on
IE599. From Karachi Tata flew the cover to MadressBombay. From Madras by rail to Dhanushkodi and
across the Palk Strait to Talaimannar Pier whenag conveyed to Colombo by the Ceylon railway dicty
the double circle “Down Indo Ceylon TPO 14 Nov. 3vas applied. This double circle datestamp replace
the single circle type in November 1935. A rematkauick time from 10 November at Tiberius.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION
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Backstamps on reverse.
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The letter below is from E.V. Dolby to a Mr. Fisheho had evidently sent in a cover from the acdiderhe
flying boatCygnus at Brindisi on 5 December 1937.

What rather fascinated me was that Mr. Dolby, wietdhan important position in I.A., had the time to
personally reply to this inquiry. But | guess tiafl938 I.A. was still a fairly small organisatigoarticularly
at headquarters. | believe that in 1938 |.A. hames 3,600 staff spread worldwide.

IMPERiAL AIRWAYS LTD.

TELEGRAMS: IMPAIRLIM, TELEX, LONLON.

AiIRW il
TELEPHONE: VICTORIA 2213, AY TERMINUS,

VICTORIA STATION,
LONDON, S.W.1.

AM/9BO2/WET. 13th January, 1938.

E. €. Fisher, Esq.,
"The FPinanciel News",
20, Bishopsgate,
London, #.0. %

‘Dear 3ir, -

‘ Thank you for your lettier: of the 12th
January, enclosing the cover you have -
3*1e¢e1ved from sustralia. It is eViaent
" that the envelope was. belng carried ‘on’ thﬂ*ﬁ”
-airératt "CYONUS", which met with an acglaﬁnt ({.;
g ‘,dt BrlﬁdlSI on bunday, .oth Decembu. P

L - The malls involved left Brlsbane, Australla,
on the 25th November, angapore on the 29th. )
November, and were due iun London on the 6th
December. Practically all the mail was
salvaged, snd after theé corresrondence had

been re-bagged, it resched London about &

week late.

I am returning herewith your cover.

Yours faithfully,

AT

Aix Hgll bactlon
~
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This article is a follow up to the one on baggaajeels in the June 2007 Gazette. The listing ishasethe
1976 Air Transport Label Catalog which was compiled and edited by W. Donald Thom@eme labels were
multi purpose and the items listed as 184 and &8hke article on baggage labels could also besetlifor

freight.

Thomas details 22 freight labels but most of thvesee variants of the item illustrated below. ThissWisted

Imperial Airways’ Freight Labels
By Duncan Crewe

as Form No. 262 by Imperial Airways.

Fig. 1. GB 79

This is a large gummed label 152 mm in diametee Vdriants listed by Thomas are as follows:-

GB 75
GB 76
GB 77
GB 78
GB 79
GB 80
GB 81
GB 82
GB 83
GB 84

152 mm diameter black printing on white pape

152 mm diameter black printing on buff paper

152 mm diameter black printing on yellowflpdper

152 mm diameter black printing on green pape

152 mm diameter black printing on blue pagetllustrated in Fig. 1
152 mm diameter black printing on blue pdpértaller type

As GB 80 but on green paper

As GB 80 but on red paper

As GB 80 but on yellow paper

As GB 80 but on buff paper
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The second group are variants of the above lakteivlth a box under “Freight to.” Unfortunately bdot
have an example so | cannot illustrate it but Hlifsting is given below:

GB 86 152 mm diameter but with box under freidittick on buff paper.
GB 87 As above but black on yellow buff paper.

GB 88 As above but black on yellow paper.

GB 89 As above but black on deep pink paper

The third group is very similar but the wording noxads “Freight Via.” An example is illustratedriy. 2.

Fig. 2 GB 91

There are a number of variants of the above amskthee given below. Imperial Airways designated H¥
Form 963.

GB 90 152 mm in diameter with black printing onitgtpaper.
GB 91 As above but on yellow paper. An exampl#ustrated in Fig. 2.
GB 92 As above but on green paper.

Another version exists where the wording has bdemged to read “Freight via Amsterdam.” Thomas list
two variants of this:-

GB 96 152 mm in diameter on light pink paper
GB 96a As above but additionally with Form 262amd above Airways.
An example of this is illustrated in Fig. 3.
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Fig. 3. GB 96a

The final type illustrated by Thomas is shown ig &i This is listed as GB 100. It measures 135n¥A5mm
and had a multitude of purposes.

Fig. 4 GB 100
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As well as the items listed by Thomas | have exasolf other types in my collectiomhe first is a tie on
label designated Form 309 by Imperial Airways. Tikiglustrated in Fig. 5. The back of the labebiank.

I’
Lo i Kl

| also have two oval labels which Imperial Airwagalled Form 553. One is printed on red card whike t
other is on green. The reverse of both has a degitimee Speedbirds. The front of one and thersevef the
other are shown in Figs. 6 and 7.

Fig 6 Imperial Airways Form 553 Front of label
The label is 152 mm at its widest point.
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Fig. 7. Imperial Airways Form 553 showing reverse dlabel

Finally, | have an example of another multi-purpdesieel that could be used for freight. It existsthe
version illustrated below in Fig. 8 and also ineeand version where the address at the bottoningegdras

Air Port of London Croydon. They were apparentlgduced in tear off pads as the perforations ahetdge
can still be seen on the example below. The dirnoaesvithout the selvedge are 150mm x 60mm.

1 3] s ST R 2

"
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Fig. 8 Multipurpose label.
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Some Items From My Collection
By Laurence Kimpton

perhienen |
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Registered cover to Basra posted at Bethlehem okug0st 1929. Backstamped at Jerusalem on 31 Augu&aza on
31 August and at Basra on 6 September. It woul@ heen flown on service IE23, departing Alexandriad September
and arriving at Basra on 6 September. The servee aperated by DH66 G-EBMZ ‘City of Jerusalem.’ ékfteaving
Basra on the same day, the aircraft was destroyédidebwhen landing at Jask, Persia.

In 1928 Junkers Luftverkehr Persien inauguratedices which linked Tehran with Imperial Airways’ute at Bushire
(via Isfahan and Shiraz) and at Baghdad (via Hamaaha Kermanshah) with Junkers F13 aircraft. Thigecto Egypt
was posted at Tehran on 20 July 1929 (3 additistaahps on back postmarked on 21 July). The Peasiamail stamps
depict the Junkers F13 aircraft. It was flown togBdad where it was backstamped on 22 July and flbem on

Imperial Airways service IW16 to Alexandria, wheétevas backstamped on 24 July. Backstamped at pt@i®on 25
July. The addressee, C Wolley Dod, had been anriaipairways pilot before becoming Manager for Ne&ast
Division with headquarters at Heliopoalis.
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6t ctober 2008
is the 70th anniversary
of the historic Smperial Ainways
Chlea & Cheraury flight from
Sundee to bouth A\frica

On 6 October 2008 Dundee City Council celebrated #ith anniversary of the record distance non-fiigpt from

Dundee to Orange River, South Africa, ldercury, the upper component of the Short Mayo Composhe. flying boat
Maia took off from the Firth of Tay and releaski@rcuryon its flight of 6045 miles. Dundee Philatelic &g produced
a commemorative cover which enclosed a copy ofddlebration programme. The other pages of the progre
describe the Short Mayo Composite and the life afd&d BennettMercury’s pilot.

The cover can be obtained from Colin Campbell,00dnoon Terrace, Dundee, DD2 2EL, at the cost oh£B post &

packing, cheques payable to Dundee City Council.

EVENTS PROGRAMME 4TH OCTOBER
Programme starls at 11am CITY SQUARE

A model of the Mercury and Maia alroraft. on loan from city
Museums is situated in the enfrance to the City Chambers in
City Sguara. Why not come & heve a look at this remarkable
feat of engineering,

Dundea Philatalic Sociaty will help cslebrate the 70th annivar-
sary with the production of a special commemorativa cover o
mark the occasien.

Alf Training Corps Marquee. Find out about excifing opportu-
niies available o 13-18 year oids

RAF Careers and full skze Typhoon fighter model on display;
corma and see what its like o sit in a real RAF fighter jet.

Z2pm: Typhoon flypast over the City Cenire o commemorate
this momentous occasion by 2HR) Squadron, RAF Con-
mgshby

RMLI| Inshore Rescue Boat and display

2.10pm Pipes and Drums Scotland and NI Reglon Air Train-
Ing Corps

Tayside Aviation

A
Dundee City Council would like to thank;

DC Thomson & Co. Ltd
Dundee City Archives
Tayside Aviation Limited
Scottish National Archives
RAF Careers Information
RMLI

Dundee Philatelic Society
Alr Training Corps

28 (R) Squadron RAF

DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL

/M

Saturday
4lh
QOctober
2008

%)
QCELEBRATION'?A

h WORLD RECORD
MERCURY & MAIA FLIGHT

DUNDEE TO ORANGE RIVER
6 October 1938
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Press Cuttings of Imperial Airways’ 1931 Flights toAustralia
Material provided by Duncan Crewe.

It ismost generous of Duncan to share these informative press cuttings with us.
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FIRST TRIP
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CITY OF CAIRD
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Items From My Collection
Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker

Terry has kindly sent copies of sheets from hitectibn showing some very interesting and unusiakenmal.

From 2 August 1929, mail was accepted from Malaya to be flown on the Karachi - London service,
The mail was carried by sea from Penang to Calcutta and then by train on the 1,000 mile journey to Karachi.

Cover postmarked Kuala Lumpur 1 August 1929,
Carried on Imperial Airways service | W 19 departing from Karachi 11 August 1929.
Arriving at Croydon 18 August, and received at Sutton Coldfield 19 August 1929.

The rate was made up of 20 cents per half ounce air fee and 6 cents per ounce surface rate.
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From 31 August 1929, mail was accepted for Malaya to be flown on the London- Karachi service.
The mail connected at Colombo with the mail despatched the previous Thursday.

Postal Gazette August 28 1929

“The connection mentioned on 5 June can now be assured. Letters for Ceylon, Straits Settlements, Hong Kong,
Australia and New Zealand may all go by India Airmail, i.e. 1% days can be gained by later posting.
Air Fee is 6d. per. 1 0z. Letters to go by Perth - Adelaide Service as well as India Service
must pay an additional fee of 3d. per oz. Ordinary postal charges must be paid.”

Commercial cover postmarked Lydney 23 September 1929.

Carried on Imperial Airways service | W 27 departing from Croydon 28 September 1929.
Arriving at Singapore 16 October 1929.

The City of Jerusalem while carrying the first despatch of mail crashed at Jask, all mail being destroyed.

The service was suspended in May 1930,
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
CHRISTMAS FLIGHT TO SOUTH AFRICA
K LU MALAYA - N

12 November - 21 December 1931.

Mail was sent by the K.L.M. service to Holland and then forwarded to
Imperial Airways head office at Wilton Road, Hudson Place, London.

A one shilling postage stamp was added on the reverse,
It was then reposted and joined the remainder of the mail being
carried on the Christmas flight to Cape Town, South Africa.
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ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA

The rate from Malaya to England was 75 cents.
The following datestamps are on the reverse:

Penang 13 November
Johannesburg 21 December
Wilton Road 9 December
Cape Town 21 December
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

CHRISTMAS FLIGHT TO SOUTH AFRICA

9 December - 21 December 1931,

BY AIR MAIL

FAR AVION

AIR MINISTRY.

ENGLAND—SOUTH AFRICA
CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT

Y tl-:tkeugecrcmry of State for Air on the
rovisions to be u_l in a contract with

£ -3 acers g with the existing service
: and. Hgypt rt TASmye

4 V'urhame ¢
s 1

eseAlea o Parliament by Command
~of His Majesty.

Flown White Paper of October 1930,

Cmd.3696 - note by the secretary of State for Air on the Provisional Provisions to be embodied
in a contract with Imperial Airways for a weekly service between England and Egypt.

Carried from Johannesburg to Durban by Union Airways.
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Imperial Airways Litd.

Telrphone
Lirigh Road o7

With Mr. Woods Humphory's Compliments

KARACHI AIR PORT

Telegrama
Abrways Karschi

Uadles
Denthey's amd LAT. A,

A Bouvenir
of & Forther Milestone in

the Development of Empire

Air Comsunications

BY AIR MAIL ]

PAR AVION

aPEMI REGULAR
nﬁx H?u'-’." Iﬂmi BY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AND
IHDEAN - AL

Bir Barry Brittain, K.B.E., C.M.G., L.L.De,

2 Cowlay Strest,
! Westninster Abbey,
y London, 5.W.1l.,
» ENGLAND -
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS' EASTERN SERVICE

Minor Accidents and Delays
Hong Kong 3 June 1938

The “Dorado” caught fire when its engines were started in preparation for the service HB36.
The passengers were hastily evacuated.

In Lioyd's Weekly Casualty Reports, it was reported that
“four persons had remarkable escapes from death when the Imperial Airways liner “Dorado” caught fire on
the ground just before taking off for Bangkok this morning. One of the Chinese employees, who broke his leg,
was the only casualty. Mails and freight were hastily removed from the machine and it was a t first thought
that the damage was so slight that the plane would be able to leave on its flight tomorrow,. Examination
however showed that the damage was more serious than first thought and the Daedalus,
which is due here today, will take over the schedule of the Dorado”.

The mail was not damaged and few covers are known in collectors” hands.

E DOLLAR

AV, ¥. Treubley 41
(Patlt-B=connex)

eWITZERL AL L.

IF St s TPy

Cover to Switzerland postmarked VICTORIA/HONG KONG/2 JUNE 1938
Postage paid 1 Dollar 20 Cents.

My thanks to Terry for sharing his covers with uglalso for sending in the article shown on thet ew
pages, which was first published in “Flypast” mdgaz March 2000 edition. It provides an excellent
overview of the activities of a little-known airén
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lai HUTCHISON DESCRIBES A CHARISMATIC, BUT SHORT-LIVED

19305 AIRLINE SERVICE IN BURMA

IRRAWADDY

Fou Moth VI-AFE anal Scion Senbor ¥T-AHT on dey Land
Matiarinl Marrieme Mowesn

B'l' THE imyos, the  Irrawaddy  Flonilla
Company’s leel consisied of 270 steamers
i e aadilitionnd 380 (Lats and larees. 18 symbol
isead 1 econeanic success of Brivsh-ruled Burma
amd wis thie largest river eet i the world. 1twas
perheps. mol an unnptueal progression for the
company 1o extend i1s mienssts o aviation and
this it cled with the ereation of Irrswaddy Flotilla
Fr Adrwarys (FGAY Limited in rg34

I g, Coldevitta was imperial Airways ferminus
fior i1s. Far East service but, wath the extension of
s metwork (oo Rangoon, Singapose and Homg
Kewwg the fellorwane, year, the rrawaddy Florilla
Lompaty was appomibed as ifs agency i Burmn
Fram: 1 development, its own inderest in air
transport was mrtured.

Whike the Irrewaddy aenal enerprse wis 1o
achwwir parither the s nor the longevity of the

ide. the P

shuppimg comgany, i was nonethwsles o poncer
ing endeavour usdertsken in o region which was
new 1o the concepl of the acroplm: aod wisch
offered an operatam cnviranment which could be
challenaing in the extreme. [FEA was remstered
in Rangod 67 1934 sl began eperations with de
Havilland Fost Moth NT-AFE Ziryaw. Siiwe: there
wits Bintle Mkedihoodl of thwe aercralt of any other
EEIr evier agpesanmg over the horizon o
eneroach upon the company's soese of operations,
o need was Tound 1o apoly airline fittes to
Hrryerw, arel later aereradt o join the lees.

HELP FROM IMPERIAL
Tor Hly the pareralt, Capiain Pat Plutlips. who Bl
previnusly been in the service of the Sultan of
Jotware, weas seeonded from Imgerial Alrways,
The maiitenance was similarly entrusied o an

VT-AGU taxying on the River Medway during
pre-delivery triabs. via ack Wiands

engireer supglied by Imperal Airwiys. The air-
craft was hased an Paeundoung Croek, chose o
Rangoon where the Inrawadedy Flonilla Comgany
had acquired the. Pasundaung Fourdry, and a
hnger was erected theee

The Fox Moth wis equdpped with Goas and,
from Ramgoon, i operited from the Rangoon
Hiver. T peach the Panimndming hangar, 11 wis
Tioited toro @ cradie and haoked up a rampon o
ey land, When not m the hanear, 11 operated
mortfwards o Prome, to the oif producine ares
of Yenangyuang and onwanis 1o the former royal
capitol an Mandaloy, Southwards, it pled 8 rooe
1o Moubmein which ix located across the Gull of
Martahian at thie maouth of the Salween River

Thie felllerwing year, this route wis extended 1o
Towoy, Alister MoCrae, wi served the lrroamdkiy
Flonlla Company as an “Assistamt” goined  Pat
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Philligs on o proving iedn 1o Tavoy and Mergin
Hir pevalled saiving befid Phillips: during  the
Megh wihwer, °1 nodgeesd that e was restding a2
book. | topped bam on the showlder and rabied
whiy e was niod doiving, He pointed to o gadoet
by rhwe jewystick send showted 'Georged™

Captain bugene Fsmonde, pith elmet in hadd,
simnals before Shor Schon Senbor VT-AH] ad
Pammdsung follwing arrival from Tavoy anad
Momlmein, The sircrafit’s mame, Komwelk, b
inrities in Bormese charsciers on tee nose
of the aircraft. National Mantime Musesm

Bk ko Al AR L B R A Ak S o
IREAWADDY FLOTILLA

AND
AIRWAYS, LIMITED.

INTERMAL SERVICES IN BLURMA

BY AIR.
Fow Frolf Partw whars, Apply o
THE MANKAGER,

IRRAWADDY FLOTILLA AND
AIRWAYS, Lnd.,

% PHAYAN STARET
WAMCAH N

o5
<Ny, L.

4 Parmrwnied i |

DEF T LAL BN DR SIRA R,
Wi Fudarg Widiid Aasmacos

iy
EALEUT TR
LUGE RO
A

L0 O
V@ Hiw Dares ST
Won

An pedvert Tor lrrawaddy Flotilla & Alrways (ind
an ophibalmic oprician®h dated 935, vio Aurhor

BIGGER EQUIFMEMNT

Thie lemited capacity ol the Fox Moth was soon
supplemented by the armval of Shan Scion
Semioe VI-AGLL This aiscrall conld carry eight
passengers, was powered by (our Pobpoy
ergines and could cruise ar nomph (rppkm, )

1FEA was the launch customer for the Scion
Semior and VT-AGL was given the name Hutha,
Andstleer linperial Arways ot Caplon Eugeme
Esmonde, also joimed IFGA on secondmest i
s Phillips who was in command of this aircrali
whern, 0 136, 10 canme toenel in the Shan Sties.
Hitting am air pocket while Nying bow above nbe
Lake, the pircrall dropped imo the loke and
sank, There weee mo lives bt end another Sclon
Senior, which  arrived  thiat  year, VT AHIL
Karraowek, wits availalle o sasiain sorvices. This
wias most fortuilous Becaose (b Fox Motk was
lsn pul out ol commission oy when o
struick a buoy in the Bassein River

Hiwier ogetratoons condd be hasirdows s goner
ans of Flonlla steamer captaing could testfy
Thewr inersined knowledoe of seasomal [ow pat-
terms and shifting sandbanks b all mpariant
to the safe and relvely elficeen operation of
thedr wessils,

The arvraft, all of which eperated on Neoars,
embarked their passereers by the ase of bam-
bon pomogns. The comstruction of the ponioons
at Prome and a8 Mowulmein actually made vse ol
ald ool fats which had become hulks. These were
moored facing o this current of the rver and
bimibon rafts, wider than the weng span of the
sonan Senios, were moored on either side ol
thisé so thit the arcralt coadd dock freely and
ke o [ueed, The sneention wis 1hal pissengers
prosceeding lurther on the asrceadt “coadd have o
will-cooked amnd served meal in the sicamer's
snliowns whilse ]'I."-!HI'IIII"I!.: WS N Progress

Il boarefer, Nt g0 mesisoe dinine abowsrd pen-

sl oil Nas, maght hove been coomsidensd 2
Ik immervime somae o the Imrawaddy Flotila
Commipary’s coreer-minded yours: men had both no
Taith o every faith i the wereralt of i sutwidiery
Dl Pressiace, whose Fsther, Alan Premice, spem
s yeirs with Irrawiaddy Flotilln, expllained

My fadier, thent & coetgary agen of Biuwmo or
mraybe Mamdwlay, onee alked @ plowing lenms
of stnindirng with a numrber of colleamues waich-
v i take-elll af o flight, cawryine @ nomber of
revmary dligairaries, with a valiehing' card m
frs fatrad trynegd bo wewk cenl the Jikely prospects
of anrediate promotion F the plane it ane of
the many fogs ang echer el agards e
Kovew oy b presert i e piver — clearly confi-
denr in the e of the serviced

BURMA GOES ITS OWMNWAY

I sy w7, Burmia sepisited Inom India and
the Marges ol Linlithgow, 0 hes capacity as
Viceroy of Inclia; arrived o1 Prome 1o efficiane im
the ceremonses to mark the occasion. The vice
resll parrty then saled up the lerawaddy River to
Pagaay, where Esmonde |nded st moored on a
sandhank to defiver aificral mail However, Alisier
Mt was to record that TFRA showed e siens
of becoming commercally viable and that this
wiks 41 1o small part beciuse "a pirsanoiious and
short-stghied govermment would give no support
1o Ehvie sprvices, ewin with mall confraces”

The midine’s schedube consisped of a onee
weekly service from Rangoon o Mandalay via
Prome and Yenagyaurme plis o lurther two
Mights' whach termenared o0 Yenareyaurg The
souitbiern route 1o Moulmein mnd Tavoy operazed
e aweek, However, the company's operations
lunetioned with sonme Nexsblay as demand weas
misver high and i also New charter servces o the
hasionic sves at Pagan, 1o the Chindwin River, ol
s the Prrawaddy delta, Iowirs abso credited with

=4 ol

Thee final 5cion Senlor 10 be deliversed. VT-Al] (here moored on the Medway prior (o dellivery) ended up

o the river bied alter she caught fire n sy, v Jock Waeosds

Assembily of VT-AHI is completed ot Parmmdaung
Tollowing sea delivery 1o Burma.
Narmral Marisime Museum

opeerating the first commercial bt o the
remote angd, @1 that fime. none-too-lrendly
Anvilirium Iskands

Thee lasi aiecrall 1o Hain the fleel wiss Scion
Senbor VT-AL), Shwe-lir-pon, which armved in
Hurma in w37 This amralt coughi fiee near
Yesangpaung moaggg, The et was rescoed by
thee cagtain of o paddle steamer who also tred 1o
taki the mncradi in bow, bue the aireral sank inoa
theep part ol thie rver and wias: beyond salvage
IFGiA hod mrendy wound down schiedulied servic
e thee presios year. However, VI-AHIL Karswedd,
remaned seraceable and 5 reguied o have
Heswr oait aof Bormsn in g2 during the advimice of
the Japanese [mperiel Army. With her departure,
the last reminder of [FEA'S plenecnneg effors in
this golden bined, el gome fonever |
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Major General Geoffrey Salmond - A man of Vision
By Ed Wolf

On my last trip to the National Archives at Kew2008 | discovered the following document that lideg
would be of benefit to our readers.

It was written and prepared by Major General GegffSalmond who at the time was back in England on
leave for a lecture to the RAF College.

What is striking about the lecture is the foresidisplayed by a military man on matters, which wierell
intents and purposes civil matters. The person siwuld have been interested in what Salmond hadyto
was the Controller General of Civil Aviation Frei#r Sykes. However Sykes was tied up in the palit€
the post whereas Salmond had a relatively free iratite RAF where he was General Officer Commanding
the Middle East Area.

It must be recalled that Salmond had accompaniateae Borton and Ross Smith on the first flight by
Handley Page from Egypt to India in November/Decemi®18. He had been an enthusiastic helper of the
idea of developing a route to Australia, which paobably been prompted by his proximity to RosstBron

the flight to Delhi.

Clearly this lecture outlines a future not only fbe Air Force, as may be expected, but a grand fplaCivil
Aviation at a time when it had not yet developealn®nd anticipates the formation of Imperial Ainsagnd
the Singapore —Australia section that would becar@antas- Imperial domain by 1934.

Some two months after this lecture Salmond provitteddetails of a Charter Company to run Civil Avia
as a proposal to a just-recovered from SpanishChief of Air Staff Hugh Trenchard, who was at tived
still too busy with saving the RAF from utter destiion to worry about the concept. By Septembei01t82
Air Ministry developed a separate committee to atgrsthe Salmond proposals.

From all the above it is clear that Geoffrey Salchevas an extremely influential person who couldlvel
considered the father of British Civil Aviation ¢® the fact that he was and remained a servifigeofof
the crown. He rose briefly to be Chief of the Aiafbin 1933 when he succumbed to cancer.

The Salmond L ecture: 8 February 1920

| can only say that such an opportunity has seltidl®an to anyone to have been in the position | waghe
conclusion of the Armistice. | had command of ayéaforce of officers and men of the Royal Air Foore
whom the curtain of a great inactivity suddenlyl.f€@ur energies were abundant but our outlets sugde
became few.

During the war, as part of our work of preparatiearious air route questions had been studied,carndin
action had been taken, with the result that prejosaas had been made to complete an air route toAde
well as one to Baghdad, and from Baghdad to Inthe. route to Khartoum had also been taken in hand.
only remained for some galvanising cable from tireMinistry to arrive, and it did arrive. On Noverb12"

| received a cable stating that a Handley Pageshasly starting from England to fly to India, atitht a
Giant Handley Page would start to fly from Englaodhe Cape.

Now the route to India was practically ready, wiasraothing had been done to develop the routestCHpe.
Here was the necessary outlet for our energieswéiiih five days Survey parties had been assemipted
route had been planned, and within ten days ofabeipt of the cable these Survey Parties hadestart

The first Survey Party’s duty was to prepare theegap to the high waters of the Nile.

The second Survey Party was to enter East Africklbgnbasa, and take the Central section stretchiomg f
Victoria Nyanza to the Southern part of Tanganyika.
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The third Survey Party was to enter South Africa Bieira and establish its Headquarters at Victanid
extend the route from Tanganyika to Cape Town.

I must say here that these Survey Parties recdhedjreatest assistance from the various Govemruids
Governor Generals they met, with the result thaliwia year a route had been carved out througlghtre
of Africa, which | trust, in the next month, willubninate in a successful flight from Cairo to thapg.

The Survey Parties having been started, | decidgatdve our air connection with Baghdad, the RaVial
Force in Mesopotamia being under my command. A stas made on the morning of Novembef 267 am,
and flying via Tadmore and Damascus we arrivedagfi8ad at 5 pm, on the following day. At Baghdad i
was impossible to persuade the people that we hddoheakfast at Cairo on the previous day, butfabe
remains. Such an event seemed impossible to padywdiad hitherto looked on Cairo as being six deys
England, and eighteen days from Baghdad. If erileng instance is wanted to prove what the air do, |
think this instance proves it.

Arrived at Baghdad, and having completed variogpeations of the R.A.F., it somehow occurred tohas

we were practically half way to India. Once mdre tables flashed to England, and, sanction bewuted,

we started for India travelling via Busra (sic),dBire, Bunderabbas (sic) and Charbar. My pilotghis
occasion were General Borton, Commanding the FadeBrigade, and Sir (sic) MacPherson Ross Smith.
Our mechanics were Sgt. Shires (sic) and Sgt. BenNew all this crew - except General Borton — ever
those which constituted the crew which recentlwfte Australia, and so it is not surprising that furney

to India was so successful.

| cannot omit paying a tribute to the machine andires that made our flight possible. In both sabey
were excellent. The engines, turned out by a Wmedwn firm, did six million revolutions between @aiand
Calcutta and never uttered a sob. Among the mateyesting things we experienced perhaps the fofigwi
were the most striking:-

Firstly the immensity of the desert between Caird bndia, except for the great rivers Euphrates Bigds,

the country is practically waterless until the Gesigs reached. | remember thinking how much we owved
civilisation in Europe to water, compared to thaditons the inhabitants of these regions were umden

their first thought by day must be to find enougbd and water.

Secondly the fact that the Persians at Bunderablb@ady had ideas of Air Transport for they broutteir
falcons with them to see the big machine as mudb say they also knew something about it.

Thirdly the enormous interest displayed by thedndiwhen we arrived at our various destinatioriadra.

How they marvelled at our punctuality, though tb tiee truth we always had something up our slezve
always telegraphed our probable time of arrivabbatiand, allowing us half an hour in hand. We tsigh
Delhi fully three quarters of an hour before Dedhiv us and lay off until the scheduled time for auival
came round when we made our usual punctual landing.

Arrived in India we realised that we were half wayAustralia, and so once more the cables flastwed once
more by the Air Ministry being true to their saltas a further reconnaissance of the route fromalndi
Australia undertaken. It was, of course, imposstblgoroceed by air at this stage, since no prejoaraif
landing grounds had been made. General Borton anM&pherson Ross Smith therefore undertook the
ground reconnaissance, and we are immensely irdiébtihese two officers for the preparation of thete.
In particular are we indebted to General Bortontfa great success, which has marked all the stegbe
opening up of an air route between England andrAlist It was General Borton who first flew a maehia
Handley Page, from England to Egypt. It was Gdrigoaton who flew from Egypt to India. It was Genér
Borton who carried out such excellent work in theparation of the route from India to Australi&nlow it
was one of his greatest disappointments when tmgemncies of the service prevented him from conmet
his work by accompanying Sir Macpherson Ross Sfrotim England to Australia on his recent flight.

A brief reference to dates will be interesting.



December 2009 (Issue 36) mpérial Airways Gazette

Despatch of three Survey Parties on the Cairo-Gapee;- November 201918.

Our arrival in India; - December 111918

The Australian Reconnaissance from India to AustralJanuary 1919, Completed May 1919.
Air route from Cairo to Aden: -completed Januarg99

The completion of the Cairo-Cape Route: -Novemi@drol

In addition in August 1919 a party of Royal Air EerOfficers left Damascus in eight Ford Cars toeythe
route across the Arabian Desert. They disappearegidht days surveyed the desert from one endetother
and planted landing grounds at intervals of 40 snitghich can be identified from the Air.

The reconnaissance across the Arabian Desert of3@@emiles established a record.
All these things have been done by Officers and wifethe Royal Air Force because they were and are,
inspired by one great ideal- their absolute comitdeand belief in the Future of the Air.

So much for what has been done, and now it isidjitthat we should turn to the future.

It is no good organising Air Routes unless we hawefinite policy before us as to the applicatibrihese
Air Routes, and in order to realise what that pobould be it is most necessary that we shoulcstand
the fundamental principles upon which successfairoercial aviation must rest.

These principles are: -

(a) Mails are the most convenient load for Airfisport.

(b) An adequate load to find a satisfactory payetgrn for each flight is essential.
(c) A clear realisation as to the high cost ofmtemance if reliability is to be assured.

As regards mails, all Governments possess onelgsgdever for ensuring the success or otherwisairof
Transport in the inherent right they possess ofrollimg mails.

It has been practically established that efficreaintenance for a twin engined machine on a giveter, and
providing for a commercial rate of interest workd at 10/- a ton each mile flown. This means thaad.000
mile flight an aeroplane must earn £500. The Inoadessary to create this money will primarily censif
mails and mails depend upon industrial centres.

Now in India, industrial centres are few and fammen. Calcutta is 1000 miles from Bombay, and imiiés
from Rangoon and yet this stretches from one erlddé to the other. Between these centres a sl
load would be picked up, consequently India hasdeelcthat only one Air Transport organisation viié
given the mails in order that it should have ev@rgnce of success.

As said before, mails are the paying cargo for&xansport. By granting a monopoly of mails for thieole

of India, India has recognised this feature, asl @selthe high cost of maintenance and has shewn her
determination to lay her air policy on a sure andnsl foundation. Adequate safeguards for the Guuent

of India are provided by a Government Director ba Board of the Company, who is responsible to the
Indian Air Board.

Now the conditions in India apply equally to thaetgreat Areas linked by Air Routes, discussedjtan

We may therefore see Australia, South Africa andpEgroceed on these principles; | might include&tta
also. The Egyptian organisation holding the monppdlAir Transport from Cairo to Busrah (sic) oretone
hand, and from Cairo to Tanganyika on the otherdhamlthough this seems a large area, it must be
remembered that a strong organisation is necessagythat mails on a paying basis are few anddbwden

in these places.

The Indian organisation would include all air maitsindia and Burma stretching from Burma on the on
hand to Busrah on the other hand. Possibly it wbelddvisable also to have another stretch frong&amto
Singapore; the Australian organisation being resiba for all the air mails in Australia and sti@tgy from
Australia to Singapore, where it meets the Indiaganisation.
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The South African organisation responsible for raflils in the union of South Africa, and meeting the
Egyptian organisation on the southern boundaryaoiganyika.

If this policy was adopted we should have four gr&m Transport organisations, Egypt, India, Auia
South Africa, all possessing the essential meamsapihg their way, and all, except Egypt, beingtesh on
their own Governments, and thus being fostered @denkloped in unison with the requirements of the
respective countries over which they operate.

I have not touched upon the connection betweendadghnd Egypt. This | feel strongly should be tmwed
on an Airship basis centred in England. If thigevdone the chain would be complete, and it wouldhbe
long before Australia, India, and South Africa wablde linked up direct with England by an “All Redr A
Route”.

It may be said that the conception of air orgaiosat| have sketched would take no account of tfiieult
guestion as to the respective merits of airshipsasmoplanes. | wish to make it clear that theiséd ransport
organisations are at liberty to adopt whateverraftgroves to be commercially the most suitabteahy
case, the aerodromes and a very large portion efmhintenance services necessary for aeroplanes are
suitable for the maintenance of airships.

| have often thought the British Empire, in so & Egypt, India, Australia, Africa and South Afriaee
concerned, is like some great giant whose head England whose enormous limbs stretch from Cairo t
Australia and Cairo to the Cape, whose veins aesethAir Routes, whose arteries are these great Air
Organisations described.

If this is so, our policy must be bold and large aot fragmentary. We must view the problem as alevh
Only by such means will we link up the Empire by 8 a sound and healthy system.

By such means we will confer on our kinsmen ovessba priceless gift of close intercommunicatiohjch
is the bedrock of Imperial affection and commerpi@sperity.

For these reasons | am convinced that the timipésfor the early formation of a strong and vigadonperial
Air League whose mission it will be not only to edte public opinion on the matters discussed tanlght
also to assist in the solution of that still mamgbrtant question, upon which our very existency depend-
the Civil Air Transport question at home.

W.G.Salmond
7-2-20



