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Editorial

A very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year to you all. I hope you will find something to enjoy in this
edition, especially as I am rather pleased with it because I feel it has a good range of interesting topics. For
this I must thank the small group of regular, stalwart contributors without whom you would be receiving 38
blank pages!! So here’s a whacky idea for a New Year resolution to go along with all those other green or
highly moral ideas you might be contemplating: send to this poor old editor just a page or two of what you
consider to be your best/most interesting/most aesthetically pleasing/best bargain/or whatever else you can
think of sheets, or if you suddenly find yourself overflowing with enthusiasm, write an article of a few pages
on your favourite [.A. topic. That’s right, as always, I need material for the next issue, so please send
something. This magazine relies upon your contributions!

Bryan Dudley-Stamp reminded me that “The Times” newspaper archive (1784 to 1984) is now available
directly online. Instead of having to access it through your library website, you can now go straight to
www.timesonline.co.uk. The first time you try to use it you will be asked to submit your email address and a
password which you will need to access the site thereafter. It is a free service and just to give you some idea
of the content, when I put “Imperial Airways” into the search engine, with dates from 1 Jan. 1932 to 31 Aug.
1939, 1 got 4,822 results!! There is a wealth of information here. In addition, you can view the ‘Mails and
Shipping’ columns, which are a goldmine. Not only are there all the [.A. aircraft movements but also those
for the French and Dutch services. O.K., the KLM services are already available in book form, but as far as I
am aware, only dates of departure or arrival at terminal points are given in the book. In “The Times,”
intermediate calls are included in the movements. Also, many movements of vessels of the major shipping
lines can be found.

In the summer Ted Proud published Volume 1 of his “Intercontinental Airmails” trilogy. There have been
mixed reactions from friends who have either purchased or seen this book, which rather reflects my own
response to it. Given the price of £68, plus postage, I recommend viewing (if possible) before purchase. I
expect it will have been reviewed in the “Air Mail News” by the time you read this and I hope the reviewer
points out Stroud’s total lack of referencing and the general disjointed assemblage of the contents which,
unfortunately, is common to all his publications.

I have recently come across an excellent website which I strongly recommend to you if you are wishing to
identify an aircraft from its registration letters or make, or you wish to ascertain the fleet of a particular airline.
The site is called Golden Years and the web address is www.goldenyears.ukf.net/home.htm. It covers the
period 1920 to 1940+. It is a work in progress so some areas are still under construction but there are many
extensive listings already available. 1 recommend accessing the lists by clicking on ‘Registers’ and then
‘Regions’. You will then have a choice from Eastern Europe, Western Europe, Middle East, Africa, Australia,
North America, etc. Once within one of these regions, you can select a specific country and you will be given
a listing of all the aircraft registered in that country during the 1920 to 1940 period, together with the
owner/airline, date of C. of A. and quite often the final fate/disposal of the aircraft. It really is excellent and
when speaking to Barbara Priddy recently, she also extolled the site’s virtues.

Finally, I must remind you that the subscription for 2009 is due. This may sound harsh, but I am afraid
that if I do not receive payment, I will assume that membership is no longer wanted and I will not send copies
of future editions. This will save me chasing up and asking embarrassing questions!!

Mustn’t
forget!

I’ll send it

Annual subscription: £10 (due now) right away!

Please make cheques payable to P.Wingent (address shown opposite)
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Imperial Airways and C class flying boats to New Zealand
By Laurence Kimpton

When the Empire Air Mail Scheme, stage 3 was introduced in 1938, the Imperial Airways/Qantas air service
terminated at Sydney. Although New Zealand was included in the Empire Air Mail Scheme, mail crossed the
Tasman Sea by ship.

In late 1936 at a conference in Wellington, representatives from the governments of the United Kingdom, Australia
and New Zealand had declared that a joint company would be formed to operate a trans-Tasman service. Qantas had
plans for a trans-Tasman service and ordered three S30 flying boats, to be named Captain Cook, Canterbury and
Cumberland. However, Imperial Airways considered that it should operate the service and even envisaged a future
trans-Pacific service from New Zealand to USA and Canada. This forced a decision and on 2 April 1937, the British,
Australian and New Zealand Governments announced plans for a trans-Tasman service under the name of Tasman
Empire Airways Limited (TEAL). On 3 December 1937 the Imperial Airways S23 flying boat G-ADUT Centaurus left
Southampton on a survey flight to New Zealand, under the command of New Zealander Captain John Burgess.
Sydney was reached on 24 December. On 27 December Centaurus flew to Auckland. Here Burgess met Captain
Edwin Musick who had arrived from the USA in command of Pan American Airways' Sikorsky S-42B flying boat
Samoan Clipper (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. ‘Centaurus’ and ‘Samoan Clipper’ at Auckland, December 1937.
(Postcard published by Parr Photo, Auckland).

Centaurus remained in New Zealand for nearly 3 weeks and visited Wellington, Lyttleton (the port for Christchurch)
(Fig.2) and Dunedin. Centaurus left Auckland for Sydney on 10 January 1938 and visited Melbourne, Adelaide and
Hobart before returning to Sydney on 20 January. On 27 January, she left Sydney on the return flight to Britain.
According to Douglas Walker's Airmails of New Zealand, Volume 2, unofficial mail may have been flown on the
outward flight from the UK, within Australia and on the return flight. A batch of 12 covers were flown Sydney-
Auckland-Sydney and, as they were not posted at Sydney until 24 January, possibly also on the subsequent
Australian tour (Figs. 3 & 4). An additional batch of 5 covers was prepared and probably flown from Sydney to
Auckland.

The three S30 flying boats originally ordered by Qantas, with the aim of operating a trans-Tasman service were, on
completion in April and May 1939, taken over by Imperial Airways and held until TEAL was registered and in a
position to receive them. G-AFCZ Australia (intended to be ZK-AMB with TEAL) was severely damaged at Basra
while operating an Imperial Airways service and was eventually rebuilt to become G-AFCZ Clare. After a
complicated process of changed registrations and names (explained in Walker and in Adventurous Empires by P.E.
Sims), the other two aircraft became TEAL'S ZK-AMA Aotearoa and ZK-AMC Awarua.
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On 16 August 1939 Aotearoa left Southampton on its delivery flight to Auckland where it arrived on 28 August.
Captain Burgess was in command of the aircraft; he and other members of the flight crew were seconded by
Imperial Airways to TEAL. Three aviation engineers also travelled on the flight.

Fig. 2. ‘Centaurus’ at Lyttleton.

The trans-Tasman service could not be operated by just one aircraft and so, besides making two special flights to
Sydney, Aotearoa was employed on survey flights to Fiji in September 1939 and to Fiji and Tonga in October 1939.
War had been declared in Europe on 3 September and the purpose of these flights was to survey the first part of a
possible trans-Pacific service and possible military landing sites in the south Pacific. A very small number of covers were
flown as unofficial mail on Aotearoa's delivery flight and a small amount of official mail on some legs of the south Pacific
survey flights (Figs 5 & 6). The second TEAL flying boat Awarua flew to New Zealand in March 1940. On 26 April 1940
TEAL was finally registered as a company in New Zealand and on 30 April the trans-Tasman service was inaugurated. As

Imperial Airways had become BOAC on 1 April, its 39% proposed share in TEAL passed to the new British airline.

A personal postscript

In November 1997 while on a long visit to New Zealand, I visited the Museum of Transport and Technology (MOTAT) in
Auckland. In the museum there is a well-preserved TEAL Short Solent flying boat which operated services in the south
Pacific in the 1950s. While looking through the windows of the cockpit from a viewing platform, the cockpit door opened
and an elderly man emerged. I asked him if it was possible to have a look inside. After an initial refusal, I explained that I
had come all the way from England and had a great interest in flying boats. | was then invited to have a tour inside the
aircraft; my guide had been a flight engineer on Solent flying boats in the 1950s. Sitting in one of the passenger saloons
was an even older man. He introduced himself as Gerald Brown. He had been one of the three aviation engineers, not
employed by Imperial Airways, on the Aotearoa delivery flight of August 1939. He had been an autopilot specialist on
loan from Smiths Aircraft Instruments for the familiarisation of Tasman aircrew and engineers with the newly devised
autopilot. After an interesting conversation in which he described his flight in 4otearoa, he gave me a copy of his booklet
Delivery Diary, Aotearoa, New Zealand's No. 1, an illustrated account of his time on the delivery flight in 1939. He can
be seen next to Captain Burgess in the photograph taken from his booklet (Fig 7). He and the ex-TEAL flight engineer
visited the museum on alternate Thursday afternoons; I had chosen the right afternoon to visit the museum. Leaving the
museum, walking along the long museum drive back to the bus stop for central Auckland, a 1960s Chrysler car stopped
alongside me. The driver was Gerald Brown, offering me a lift back to central Auckland. He told me how in 1939, having
arrived in Auckland, war had broken out and he found himself stranded in New Zealand. However, he met his future wife in
Auckland before returning to England. In 1945 he returned to New Zealand to get married and enter employment as an
engineer with TEAL.
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Australia,lew Zealand,
llew Zealand.sustralia,
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Figs. 3 & 4. Front and reverse of cover flown on survey flight by ‘Centaurus’ Sydney — Auckland — Sydney.

Signatures:  J.W. Burgess Commander
C.F. Elder Second Officer
T.V. Broughton Flight Engineer
H.T. Dangerfield Radio Operator
A. Lowe Radio Operator
H.J. Bingham Steward
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Figs. 5 & 6. Front & reverse of cover flown by ‘Aotearoa’ on first survey flight from Fiji to Auckland.
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Fig. 7. The crew of ‘Aotearoa’s delivery flight.

IXPENCE POSTAGE

Fig. 8. Design essay by James Berry for a New Zealand air mail stamp, depicting a ‘C’ class flying boat.
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Bruncker or Brancker?
Material provided by Laurence Kimpton

The following cover was illustrated and question was raised in the “Quarterly Circular,” the journal of the
Egypt Study Circle. Laurence sent it to me together with a full, and I assume accurate, answer from a later
edition:

“W.S. Bruncker. — flight
This cover is postmarked with Continental-Savoy Type HCS on 25 XII 26. It is also backstamped the same

day in Cairo. Can someone enlighten me about the flight from London to Cairo on Dec. 24, 1926? The cover
is signed “W.S. Bruncker.” To date I have not been able to find anything about Bruncker and the flight.”

.;.B‘I_AV;T". Lovesos Bl |

“R1 September 27, 2006 member 591

“W.S. Bruncker is Sir Sefton Brancker (spelt with an a) who was Director of Civil Aviation. In late 1924 and
early 1925 he had accompanied Sir Alan Cobham on a survey flight to India. At the end of 1926 Imperial
Airways was making preparations for the taking over of the RAF Cairo — Baghdad service and extending it to
Basra. The airline had just taken delivery of De Havilland DH66 aircraft to operate this service. The first
aircraft to be delivered to the Middle East was G-EBMY which left Croydon on 18 December 1926, piloted
by Captain Wolley Dod, the Chief Pilot Eastern Routes. He was accompanied by a co-pilot, an engineer, a
wireless operator and four passengers, including Sir Sefton Brancker. They arrived in Cairo on 24 December.
The cover illustrated in the September QC would have been flown as unofficial mail on this delivery flight
and posted the day after arrival in Cairo. It is the first example of such a cover that [ have seen.

The flight of G-EBMY continued to Baghdad on 27 December and the aircraft was named “City of Baghdad”
by King Feisal of Iraq. At Baghdad on 3 January 1927, Sir Sefton Brancker joined Sir Samuel Hoare,
Secretary of State for Air, and Lady Hoare aboard the DH66 Hercules G-EBMX on the Imperial Airways
survey flight to India. They arrived at Delhi on 8 January and the aircraft was named “City oh Delhi” by the
Viceroy of India.”

I think this cover must be a very scarce item bearing, as it does, Brancker’s signature and ‘member 591°
provided a very full and clear answer.
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Imperial Airways at Gwadur
Material provided by Stan Wheatcrofft.

216
AN
AIR MAIL
OUTPOST

By A. E. Thompson

{Station Suporintendent of Duperial Airuays,

at Giader)

HE Empire air mail services have
created o new class of piloneer,
whose duty it is to attend to the

welfire of the air mail "planes in scat-
tored ontposts often miles from civilisa
tion as the word is generally understood
It may be of interest to air travellers to
learn somothing of the surroundings
and work of one of thesg airline out-
posts—Gwadur—of which few peaple, 1
find, have ever heard, but which is one
of Tmperial Airways' main refuelling
stations in Biduchistan en roufe to Tndix,
Gowvadur is approximatel v 300 miles by
air from Karachi and i5 on the Mekran
Coast. A nock-shaped strip of land
about 12 miles in length and | mile in
width—the “ Land’s end ' of Balu
chistan—projects from the mainlamnd
and terminates in x high blutl. At the
base of the bluff is Gwadur town
Gwadur, lying at the southern ex-
tremity of Baluchistan, was originally
under the jurisdiction of the Khan of
Kelat, Tradition has it that a former
Sultan of Muscat fled for protection to
the Khan of Keiat, The Khan told
the Sultan that he could stay in perfect
safety at Gwadur, and, according to the
Oriental custom, bestowed Gwadur on
him as his " winding sheot*' or burial
grouml, After a few yesrs the Sultan

Many thanks to Stan for sending the following two pages from “Air and Airways” magazine of October 1932.

The British

of Muscat was recalled to his country
and reinstated, and ever since then,
Gwadur has been  retained  as  the
Sultan’s possession,

A Governor is appointed &t Gwadur
with & bodyguard of 15 soldiers. They
are. Arabs and stay in the town. A
representative of the Baluch community
is nominated as Mayor of Gwadur, and
he assists the Governor in the adminis-
tration

Avother official appointed by the
Sultan of Museut is the officer in chargo
of the customs. He is an Arab. The
duty 4 5 per cent, on all imparts,
whether it be 100 bags of flour, ar 100
cases of whiskey, Owing to the world-
wide depression in trade, the Customs
revenue has greatly depreciated. It
used to avorage one and half Inkhs* of
rupces per Annum,

The British  Government  has
appointed an agent to protect the in
torests of the British subjectsin Gwadur,
He is officilly known as the ** British
Agent,” and is generally a retired
Indian Army officer.

Thres Indian Meteorologists are also
stationed at Gwadur, They supply
the head office at Karnchi und aircraft

* A of rupies Te 100 000-<upgrasimately £7,000

“The nomadic
Baluckis, if they
disagree with
their neighbours,
move their fit
bodily fo @ move
congenial

sile

233

Agenty af Guadur, Boaluckivtan

in flight with upper air and surface
observations,

In the population, the Haluchis pre-
dominate by sbout 10,000, They are
an illiterate class of poople, eking out o
precarions  livelihood by rearing and
solling cattle, milk, duate-mats, coal,
firewood and fish,  The nomadic Balu-
chiz, of whom thete is a large number,
live in date mat huts, on the gutskirts
of the town. If they disagree with
thelr neighbours, they move their hut
bodily to & more congenial site, The
Khojas, who are Hritish subjocts and
followers of His Highpess the Agha
Khan, started trading from Gwadur to
India over a hundred years ago, and
have now developed into a community
of 500 strong.  Their standard of living
is higher than the Baluchis

The tradess are primitive in their
methods of preserving the fishk which is
their chicf export, They steep them in
beds of salt for a few days and thon
bake them in the sun. When the flesh
is sufficiently hardened, they bundle
the fiah in date mats and jute coverings

amd  export them to their various
destinations.
A Primitive Water Supply
The water supply would turmm a

hygienist's hair grey. A number of
wells are dug averaging 12 to 15 ft, in
dopth. The women are chieily the
water carviers, and they walk with a
large carthen vessel, having a capacity
of 3 to 4 gallons, balanced on their herds,
from their homes in the town, throe
times a day and fill their vessels at the
wells, At each well there is a small
goatskin formod into a. container and
attached to a piece of string.  The wells
barely contain 6in. o1 water. The
gostskin has to be thrown in several
times, before the vessel is filled with the
muddy liguid, When the sand sub-
gides, the wiater s fairly clear, but
brackish, As the futéring sand st the
bitse and walls of the wells gets saturated
with salt, the water becomes mors
brackish. The wells are abandoned
and fresh ones dug, The life of a well
18 approximately one month,  The well-
owners levy a quarter of a pénny for
tach vessel filled from their wells.
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AND AIRWAYS

October, 1932

The Aevodvome Buildings, Guatur, with G-ABRT under vepair

The wircless station was installed by
Imperial Airwiys in Janwary, 1931, in
the old Political bungslow, an extengion
of two rooms being built to accom-
modate the accumulator battery and
the Diesel engine for charging. The
bungalow is isolsted and situated about
a mile away from the town, 1 have
beon in charge of this station since ity
inception, At three different periods
during the day, Gwadur has to exchange
signils with Karachi and Jask, and to
dispose of traffic. Karachi und Jusk aro
n{)pmxmmtcl}' 300 ruiles east and west
of Gwadur respectively., Two dayy
during the week, when the Imperial
Airways' liners are in flight, betwoen
Jask and Karachi, and vice versa, the
station transmits weather mossages and
is in continvous contact with the liners,
till the flight is accomplishes.

Al)am from the Imperial Airways
machines, wireless assistance ks also ren
dered by Gwadur to K. L., Air Union
and casual aviators,

The operating is the least part of the
work, The main work consists in
keeping the engine, motors, batteries
and instruments clean and in perfoot
working order.  Add to this the corres
pondence work, with weokly returns
and reports to the headquiarters at
Cairo, and it will be seen that one is
kept fairly busy.

Exercise in the Tropics

Exercise 15, however, a vital necessity
in the tropics if one wishes to enjoy
and maintain good health, Accordingly
I had a tennis court erected on the
premises.  Thoe three meteomlogists, the
representative of the Anglo-Persian (il
Company, and two merchants from the
town come regularly every evening for
tennis, During the months of July
and August, when it is too hot to play
tennis dally, we indulge in a roand of
golf among the sand duncs. In the
winter months, the ledser bustasd pisses
through Gwadur on its migratory trek
to India, and there is some fairly good
shooting to be had

The main event of the week i3, of
course, the arrival of the East or West
bound mail,

A brilliant  sunshine ushers in the
morning and fles hop plaviully over
one's fage, making further sleep impos-
sible. The servant enters with the
chota  kazvi, which i5 an early snack,
amd says that the acrodrome has been
telephoning, enquiring if any aireraft is
to be expected to-day. Work on the
outpost has started

The Imperial Airways Agent arrives
on his way to the asrodrome, to pick up
my mails for headquarteérs, He is
anxious to kmow whether the airmail has
left and at what time.  Wireless com-
munication is established with Karachi,
und the information is obtained and
passed on to him, Wireless communi-
cation is maintained with the ‘plane, till

J

The Governor of Guadur

the " winding in "' signal is received,
The acrodrome is informed by telophone,
and we all go outside the house to watch
the aeroplanc in the distance coming in.
A flight of scared waterfowl usually
precedes the first sight of the "plane, and
then we see it fairly clearly against the
sky line, majestically moving to the
aerodrome, and, aftor o graceful toen,
descending and disappearing from view,
The telephono bell rings and the aero.
drome reports that the acropline has

landed. The information is passed on
to the adjacent airports, lunch is taken
and then the telephone calls again,
reporting ' Machine in the air,”’ and the
stations are immediately advised of its
departure Wireless touch is main-
tained with the acroplane till it reaches
Jask. The flight for the day is con-
cluded

Regarding the internnl e¢conomy of
Gwadur, fish, milk, eggs, seraggy chicken
and very inferior mutton are the only
commoditics available locally, All other
foodstuifs, including tinnesd foods, havo
to. Dbe obtained periodically  from
Karachi. A basket of fresh fruit and
vegetables is obtained every week by
nir, A supply of drinking water is
obtained once x fortmight from the
British India Steam Navigation Com-
pany steamers. The local water is
used for cooking and bathing after it
has been cleaned with alum,

The airport of Gwadur is situated in
& plain, cight miles distant, in a north-
easterly direction from Gwadur town.
Rough desert separntes the two and
the rogged sandy pathway is only
navigable by camel transport, It takes
approximitely an hour and a-half to
caver the distance.

*“ The Eye of the Sea'

The aerodrome is a rectangular piece
of land, the sides mesuring 2,400 and
3000 feot respectively.

A small resthouse, i petral store and
godown, and a hut to accommodate
the floodlight, stand oot as landmarks
of modern trunsport in the bleak desert,

A mile away to the east of the nero-
drome is the amazing spectacle of the
“ Eye of the Sea.”” It is a doep circular
pool of muddy water, ahont fiftecn feet
m diameter, with & perpotuid bubble, a
little wway from its centre.  Tradition
has it, that it is connected with the sea
which is ubout four miles east of it, by
mesns of 3 subterranean channel, The
bubble s a little larger than a criclket
ball and i constantly forming imto
shape and bursting.,  There is no Jegend
attached to it, but the natives view it
with fear and lower their voices in its
vicinity.

The place is certainly eerie.  Out in
tho desert, the world seems to be at o
standstill, except for the bubble with
its unceasing movement. No more

vivid contrast between the primstive
bleakness of the desort of Baluchistan
and the modern efficiency of the air
mail could in fact be imngined than
Gwadur merodrome.

]
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Imperial Airways’ Christmas Card ~ 1935
Material provided by Bryan Stokoe.

I am sure that many of us are aware of the I.A. Christmas card sent via the December 1931 experimental flight
to Cape Town but I for one was not aware that a card was produced for Christmas 1935. However, here it is,
front and back, and many thanks to Bryan for sharing this rare item with us. The question now arises, did [.A.
produce cards for every Christmas in the 1930s? Has anyone got a card for any other year?

The Empire Air Mail Arrives
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First flight parcel to Salisbury
Material provided by Dave Morton & Peter Wingent

Dave Morton of Cape Town sent me this superb parcel piece which was flown from Croydon to Salisbury via
the first regular Imperial Airways southbound service to South Africa (AS47). The parcel cancellation reads,
London/Vauxhall Bridge Road/Victoria Station (8.W.W.?)/19 Jan. 1932. It was sent by [.A., London to [.A.,
Salisbury and has a Salisbury arrival datestamp of 1 Feb. The 7/- postage paid correctly the air fee for a
parcel to Southern Rhodesia weighing up to 1 Ib. The blue-printed label shows the parcel was sent by the
Publicity Department so it probably contained timetables and other brochures for distribution to the public by
the Imperial Airways’ office in Salisbury. It is a wonderful first flight item.

I-pqniil Airways 1+d,
Salisbury .llerog:ome' 5
SALISBURY. £
S«Afrion,
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The U.K. Post Office gummed label, shown below, provides the inaugural air mail parcel rate to Rhodesia and

the extract from the “P.O. Daily List” at foot of page shows the first change of rate, from 10 April 1933:

DIRECT

AIR MAIL

TO SOUTH

AFRICA.

The weekly direct air service to British East Afrioa, '-\hi‘l leaves Croydon every
\\‘ ‘['u"--l.l.'-." has bes n exix ne IL as "!'l'lh 1.\ll. -'l;l.\' the 20tk Ja inuaary, 1o \n” '1v rnm
nd Southern Rhodesia and South Africa. All clnsses of correspondence may be posted
for conveyance by this service, Letters may be registered but not insured.

other

The «

air conv

2) charges for

vad by

"l"'l"!' e

the extension will bo :

wombined (air and postage
I" [if”

COrTY than parcels for

BYAnee conntmes soer

First Flach subseguent

halfl ounce. hal

1id Southern Rhodesia A i . 8.
and South West Africa - & | |

J ounce,

Northern ax
Sonth Africa

Parcels (bt not insured w also be sent to the Sudan

and countries

parcels) up 4

) 11 1h, in weight mu
; .

3 bovond at the followin r rau

T Air;'

Sudan < S S : . LG
Kenya )
l_ £l i.:: 0

- L 1]
langanyika
Zanziba l
Rhodesia (North and South)) o
South Africa i - ) '
South West Africa o ’ 8

I'he latest time of posting at the Genernl Post Office London will be
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Dave’s item made me wonder how many parcel pieces are in collections. I am sure they are very scarce. |
have only one, and it is very tatty, but because it is different and unusual, I love it! It is shown below and was
sent by the East African collector Tunstall to Francis J.Field. It contained air mail covers — the torn through
manuscript being almost legible in the “contents” box. It was posted in Nairobi on 22 March 1934 and is
franked correctly at the 3/- per % Ib. rate to the U.K. which applied in K.U.T. from 1 Feb. 1934 to 30 June
1937. It was flown by L.A. service AN159 which departed Nairobi 24th and arrived Croydon 31st.
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Do any of you have any parcel pieces which can be illustrated in the next issue? Please send them to me.
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Unusual Christmas flight item
Material provided by Dave Morton

Captain Smye is famous for his ingenuity in preparing air mail covers. This item sent by Dave Morton is an
excellent example of Smye’s inventiveness. It was flown on the experimental flight to Cape Town (AS41),
which departed Croydon 9 Dec. 1931 and arrived Salisbury at 16.35 on the 19th. (Size slightly reduced).

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

AIR MINISTRY. §’ /ﬁnuu., § U,
3 o

ENGLAND—SOUTH AFRICA !
VIL AIR TRANSPORT
SERVICE.

Note by the Secretary of State for Air on the l;:incigal
— provisions to be embodied in a contract with Imperial
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A3 dNgenand South Africa, connecting wi e_exisging service
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..;&n]n/ 4 Presented te Parliament by Command 3
of His Majesty.
LONDON

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE

Ta be purchased direstly from H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addreszes:
Adastral Houze, Kingsway, London, W,C.2 5 120, George Street, Edinburgh;
York Street, Manchester; 1, St. Andrew's Cresceat, Cardiif ;
1 5, Donegall Square Weit, Belfast ;
or through any Bookseller,

1930.
Price 1d. Net,
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Postcards of Imperial Airways’ pilots
By Duncan Crewe

Duncan has produced the table below listing all the postcards known to him which feature I.A. pilots. He asks
if members can add to the list. If so, please let me know and, if possible, send a copy of the card/s. The cards
which follow have been reduced in size to fit the page. Two of the cards in the table (G.P.Olley and Frederick
Dismore) were illustrated on page 16 of the last issue of the Gazette (June 2008).

Imperial Airways Pilot postcards

Pilot Description Format | Publisher | Code
W Alger With Argosy S BW vert [A Litd IA/C/65
W Armstrong In front of wing of aircraft 7BX S BW vert IA Ltd
Franklyn Bamard In cockpit viewed from right S BW vert Tucks IA/C/10
Franklyn Bamard In front of DH 34 S BW vert Tucks
|_Frederick Dismore In front of port wing Prince Henry S BW vert IA Lid
Donald Drew In front of starboard wing of DH 34 S BW vert IA Ltd
OP Jones In front of DH 34 S BW vernt Tucks
Robert Macintosh In front of port wing of DH 34?7 S BW vert Tucks
FF Minchin Smoking by port undercarriage leg S BW vert Tucks
FF Minchin [n cockpit of DH 34 S BW vert Tucks
G P Olley Behind port wing of Prince Henry S BW vert Tucks
HH Perry With Argosy S BW vert IA Lid [A/C/76
George Powell In front of DH 34 S BW vert Tucks
W Rogers In front of DH 34 S BW vert Tucks 1A/C/24
J Spafford With Argosy S BW vert IA Lid 1A/C/73
B Youell In front of DH 34 S BW vert Tucks
Black cards that I have

An additional card of Gordon Olley is
shown on the front cover of this issue.

Blue cards on Bastin list

X

W. Armstrong Franklyn Barnard
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Donald Drew

F.F. Minchin

Robert McIntosh
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A miscellany of items
Material provided by Laurence Kimpton

Laurence sent the following six diverse items, each of which is unusual and interesting.

IMPERIAL - AIRWAYS
FIRST TRANS-ATLANTIC AIR MAIL

420 Fifth Avenve NORTHFRN ROUTE
New York, N. Y,

BY AIR MAIL FIRST AIRMAIL SERVICE
Via

— 8o,
AR

Traffic Manager
Imperial Airways Ltd.

GTED STATES |\ Afrways House REVRE?
| Victoria CHINGTON (115
( PORT WASHINGTC
A.R b London, S. W. 1 SO‘”""‘"
ENGLAND

Cover from Imperial Airways, New York office, flown on the first Pan American flight to Southampton.
Flap of cover has L. A. logo of 3 speedbirds in a circle. 1.A. arrival cachet applied in London.

N~ i~ "

Trang-Ailantic -~

L
%
7/

/-‘%qu*
7 i Ty over
-%T=;:=:=:'=:=:=:=§=>‘

PN N N N N N v\\

Cover flown on last I.A. North Atlantic service by ‘Cabot’ from Foynes to Newfoundland.
Postmark LOIMNEACH (Limerick) 22 Sept. 1939.
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SELIN-YE

Seaplanes at Baltimore’s Transatlantic Alr Base. Municipal Alrport Dundalk, near Baltimore, Md.

Baltimore Harbour showing P.A.A. Sikorsky S.42 and L. A. ‘C’ class flying boat.

Registration on ‘C’ class flying boat appears to be G-AUSZ which bears no relation to
Cavalier which operated the service to Bermuda, nor to any other I.A. flying boat. The
postcard is a “C.T. ART-COLORTONE” published by I. & M. Ottenheimer of Baltimore.

SHORT S23 C CLASS FLYING BOAT

Qantas ‘C’ class flying boat VH-ABB ‘Coolangatta.’

No. 15 in a set of 28 cards issued by the Sanitarium Health Food Company in the 1960s.
Fourteen cards in the series showed exhibits in the New York World’s Fair and fourteen showed
Qantas aircraft. The cards were given away in packets of breakfast cereals. (The back of the card
is not laid out as a postcard but gives a description of the aircraft and details of a competition).
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ED-UP|
I

Regulor .Oversea  Flying
Boat Services ore being
maintained to New Zealand.
Nether/ond Indies, Malaya,
India, Egypt, Africa, Europe
and England.

Inlond  Services operote
from Brisbane to Western
Queensland and  Northern
Territory.

ENDORSE URGENT |
LETTERS WITH AN
AIR  MAIL WAFER

Q@ANTAS
EMPIRE
AIRWAYS

Sydney— Brisbane — Melbourne
and Associated Compaonies

Drink
TUSE KIR

and

£ l.l‘ IAE AIJI’:

Imperial Airways
LUXURY—SPEED—COMFORT

s Tast Afriea’s own products

THIS BOOK CONTAINS:—

8 Stamps at 20 cents.

KENYA, UGANDA AND
TANGANYIKA

_ Postage Stamps.

12 Stamps at I5 cents and

—_—

SALE PRICE—
3 shgs. 40 cents.

AV

Above: Imperial Airways advertisement on a Kenya stamp booklet.

The scan includes the front and back cover, a typical advertisement from
inside the booklet and a pane of stamps from the booklet. Stanley
Gibbons list the booklet as SB3, issued in 1938. It contained twelve 15c.
stamps and eight 20c. stamps and sold for 3 shillings, 40 cents.

Left: Qantas booklet of air mail labels (3 sheets of 8 labels).

Issued on 26 March 1940. Design of cover includes a stylised ‘C’ class
flying boat.

Your questions and answers
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft
By Duncan Crewe

In the last issue Handley Page W8, W9 and W10 types were featured. In this issue we move on to the
Handley Page HP42Es and make a start on the HP42W/45s, which will be continued in the next issue. This
series is beginning to take on the epic proportions of John Stroud’s “Wings of Peace” series, published in the
“Aeroplane” magazine during the 1970s and 1980s. Once again, many thanks for sharing your magnificent

collection Duncan.

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42E

The Handley Page HP 42 was the first four engined passenger airliner to enter regular service
anywhere in the world. Two different versions were developed - the HP 42W intended for the
European routes and the HP 42E (or more correctly HP 45) to operate the long haul Empire routes.
The types diffiered only in cabin layout and engines with the HP 42E having fewer passengers but
more space for mails. The prototype, Hannibal, made its maiden flight on 17 November 1930 and
followed this with a proving flight to Paris on 9 June 1931 before leaving for Cairo in August 10
operate the eastern route. All eight aircraft. four of cach model. had been delivered by January
1932. They gave sterling service with only one being lost before the war when Hengist was
destroyed in a hangar fire at Karachi in 1937 The only lives lost were in 1940 when Hamibal
disappeared whilst flying between Jask and Sharjah.

Handley Page HP 42E Hannibal: published by J Salmon Ltd.

T ———

Handley Page HP 42F

Length 9211 2in

Span 13011 Oin

Engines Four 490hp Bristol Jupiter Xls
Cruising speed 100 mph

Range 500 miles

Crew 3 Might crew plus a steward

Passcngers 18-24
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42E

Handley Page HP 42E Hannibal: published by Tucks

AR o o
3, IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LINER “HANNIBALY Q

Handley Page HP 42E Hannibal: published by Tucks

AN IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LINER OF THE HMANNIBAL CLASS :

S — = et




Imperial Airways Gazette December 2008 (Issue 34)

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42E

French card of HP 42E Hannibal: published by Godneff

Avion « Hanmbal » Type Handley Page 44, — Paris-Loodres

French card of HP 42E Hannibal: published by Godneff

S ——
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42E

HP 42E Hannibal: published by Air Views Lid

Imperial Airways Air Liner Hannibal
| over Croydon

HP 42E Hannibal: published by Valentines
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42E

Unusual of HP 42E Hannibal: published by Valentines

MO MIATL ATMWAY “awn ' ALl AN MR NEATIN

HP 42E Horsa: published by Tucks

= —_— — _—
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42

The cards below both depict Hanno (G-AAUD) taking ofT from Le Bourget. They were both
published by Godneff.

EN ROUTE POUR LONDRES Cliché Tito




December 2008 (Issue 34)

Imperial Airways Gazette

"ANOBAOY3IY NOOAOND
HIAO HINIT-NIY SAVYMMIY IVINIJNI

=

7N

AWOHOORIY NOUJAOND HIAD
HINIY uiy SAYMBIY Tvididwi 457 A WY

Rysiqnd usousun ouury ¥ 7t d8

SMANA 21y Aq paysyqnd ouwvgy § 7y dH

siaystiqnd wa13p Aq peonpord uaaq aaey inq aFewr owres a1y asn SpILd og

| HTy dH d8eg Hpuwy
_ HRIITY sAusay eLaday




December 2008 (Issue 34) Imperial Airways Gazette

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42W/45

The Handley Page HP 42W was the European version of the HP 42, Although it was commonly
referred to as the HP 42W post war rescarch revealed that the official designation was HP 45. Four
of the aircraft were built though two. Hengist and Helena were later modified to HP 42E standard.
In turn, one of the HP 42Es, Hanno, later operated as an HP 42 W,

Handley Page HP 42W Heracles: published by P L P Printers Ltd.

Handley Page HP 42W

Length 921 2in

Span 130f1 Oin

Engines Four 555hp Bristol Jupiter XFBMs
Cruising speed 100 mph

Range 500 miles

Crew 3 Might crew plus a steward

Passengers 38
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42W/45

Both card show Heracles boarding passengers at Croydon

HP 42W Heracles: published by C H Price
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42W/45

HP 42W Heracles: French card published by Godneff
e e —— e ————

CLIcHA NITe

4« HANDLEY PAGE 12w de In Ligne Anglnse PARIS-LONDRES

HP 42W Heracles: Britsh card publisher unknown

“HERACLES' IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LINER. K.1629
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
Handley Page HP 42W/45

HP 42W Heracles: British card publisher unknown

MERACLES | IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR LINER, 31716

(e —— = -

HP 42W Heracles: British card publisher unknown

“HERACLES " IMPERIAL AIRWAYS AIR-LINER,
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The Malayan wartime air mail rate to the U.K. and U.S.A.
Material provided by Keith Elliot and Bill Legg

Following on from the 55 and 50 cents rates, illustrated and described on pages 24 — 25 of the last issue, Keith
and Bill have sent covers illustrating the changes from $1-95c. to $2 to the U.K. and from $1-45c. to $1-40c.
to the U.S.A. for air mail flown via the Pan American Airways Pacific service (FAM14) to San Francisco.

Bill sent the cover shown below and wrote, “Although I have no background information as to the reason for
the change in the rate from $1-95 to $2, I presume it is similar to the change from 55c. to 50c. for the
Horseshoe route. As you can see from the cover, the 95 cents was made up of a 50c., 30c. and 3 x 5c. stamps
which were cancelled Field Post Office SP501, 9" May 1941. The first return flight departed Singapore 12"
May 1941 (there appears to be some discrepancies re this date in my sources) to Manila in the Boeing 314
California Clipper.”

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Keith Elliot also sent a variety of covers and a detailed explanation of events, as follows:

“The P.A.A. Clipper Service originated in Singapore for the first time on the 10th May 1941. The rate set for
these flights was $1-95 to the U.K. and $1-45 to the U.S.A., this meant that a minimum of stamps for the U.S.
service was five and for the U.K. service three.

Just previous to this service the notice for the saving of the usage of postage stamps had been promulgated.
The rates for the Pan Am. service had been issued earlier so went ahead. For the next flight from Singapore
the rates were changed to $2 to the U.K. and $1-40 to the U.S.A. The U.K. $2 rate applied for the remainder
of 1941, whilst a month later the rate to the U.S.A. was raised to $1-50. The last two rates would be set until
the service was closed with the last flight by P.A.A. at the end of November 1941.

The Clipper flights from Singapore to the UK were flown by the Pacific Clipper service to San Francisco and
then across America by internal service. From the Eastern Seaboard they were flown by the Atlantic Clipper
service to Lisbon. From Lisbon they were carried by BOAC to Whitchurch. The BOAC service was flown
by Dutch pilots and aircraft that were flown out of Holland just before the German invasion.

(A very good story is told about the Dutch service and the death of British actor Leslie Howard in the book
“Flight 777" by lan Colvin, published by Evans Brothers Ltd.).”

Keith’s sheets are shown on the pages which follow.
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.S.A.

THE WARTIME PERIOD.

Letter sent on the First Acceptance by Pan American Airways Trans-
Pacific Clipper Service diract from Singapore to San Francisco via the
staging stops. The Boaing 314 “California Clipper” was chosen as the
alreraft for the Inaugural Flight, The postm is dated 10th May 1941,
The $1.45 rate was charged for this one flight only to the U.S.A.

o8

1233 Spring warder Street,
i \a Pniladelphia, Penna,
‘ U. S. A.

Rate - §1.45 per half ounce by Air to the US.A,
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.K.

THE WARTIME PERIOD

Advertising cover from Singapore to Birmingham flown by Pan American Air-
ways on their Trans-Pacific Clipper Service from Singapore via Manila,Guom
and Honolulu to San Froncisco. From San Francisco to New York by Internal
Airlines and New York to Lisbon via the Pan American Trans-Atlantic Clipper

and finally to the U.K. by a British Air Service. Postmark date 26th May 1941,

BY AIR MAIL

167, South Bridge Road, : \
si e, 5.5, Al 8 : == 1
Phone €376 Nt ABOUT SHIPS
7% 4K 8 (£ 35 & Pan american"Clipper” j
RLTACERZEBENE
'/'L\' ‘t = 7‘: ﬁ- '..D Vi-'l !'-i?' ]-’.ﬂil-

To
8 Thomas Sanders Ltd.,
St Mary Street, Lalywoou,

Birminghom, Tngland.

Rate - $2.00 per half ounce "By Air Throughout™ to the U.K,
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.S.A.

THE WARTIME PERIOD

Pan American Airways ‘Clipper” flown cover sent direct from Singapore
to San Francisco via Manila, Guam and Henelulu. Although the rate to
the U.K, had increased to $200 on the extension to Singapore the rate.
to the U.S.A. was to remain at $1.40 for over a month before increasing

to 81.50. The boxed “English Language” was probably applied by the censor

as both marks are in the same colour ink. The postmark is dated 10.6.41.

Flown oboord the ‘American Clipper® that left Singapore on the Ith June 1941,

Rate - $1.40 per half ounce By Air Throughout’ to the US A.
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE US.A,

THE WARTIME PERIOD.

Pan American Airways Clipper cover from Singapore to
Denver Colorado flown on the direct Singapore to San
Francisco route. The cancellotion is dated 12.7.41.Flown

aboard the ‘Anzac Clipper leaving Singapore on 23th July 1941,

BY AIR MAIL | (SRt

PAR AVION

The Denver Equipmen® Company,

Denver, Colorado, . \

Utnited States of Amsrica. \3}'

Rote $1.50 per holf ounce.
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The Clipper service for many people in Singapore was too expensive at $2 to the U.K. so a lower price was
offered at $1-50. The difference was that mail franked at this rate was flown only as far as the U.S.A., from
where it was sent by surface to the U.K. The air mail etiquette or instructions were cancelled by the use of
violet bars (see illustration no. 215 on page 222 of lan McQueen’s book, “Airmail Directional Handstamps,
Vol. 17, pub. 2003). Ian states the bars were applied “US. East Coast. 1941-45.” Keith believes the bars were
almost certainly taken from an American maritime canceller with the c.d.s. removed. He has two examples of
this usage of the bars and says examples are not common as it appears the service was little used, probably
because anybody who could afford the $1-50 rate, could afford to pay $2.

MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE UK.

THE WARTIME PERIOD.

A Postal notice jssued in Malaya in July 1941 offers a
Pan American Clipper service to San Francisco followed
by an internal flight to New York and then by sea to
the UK., hence the cancelled airmail instructions. The
cost of this little used rote wos 8$1-50 compared to the
more commonly used $2-00 By Air Throughout® rote.

The Singopore concellation is dated 6th Auqust 1941,

/7m w} w7 '
’6 ackt J‘f ¢

| EXAMINER 3972

Rote$/-50 per half ounce.
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Models of Imperial Airways’ transport
Material provided by Trevor Buckell

Trevor is not a member of our group but with his kind permission, I am showing the photographs here of two
items he purchased on ebay because I know that many of you enjoy ephemera and I think these are unusual.

They were both made in the U.K. by Lledo Ltd. of Enfield and were part of a series produced in 1986 entitled,
“Days Gone,” which featured transport vehicles. At the top is shown a 1935 Dennis bus (measures 3%4” long
x 1'% high) and at the bottom, a 1926 Dennis delivery van (measures 3% long x 2” high).




