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Editorial 
 
A very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year to you all.  I hope you will find something to enjoy in this 
edition, especially as I am rather pleased with it because I feel it has a good range of interesting topics.  For 
this I must thank the small group of regular, stalwart contributors without whom you would be receiving 38 
blank pages!!  So here’s a whacky idea for a New Year resolution to go along with all those other green or 
highly moral ideas you might be contemplating: send to this poor old editor just a page or two of what you 
consider to be your best/most interesting/most aesthetically pleasing/best bargain/or whatever else you can 
think of sheets, or if you suddenly find yourself overflowing with enthusiasm, write an article of a few pages 
on your favourite I.A. topic.  That’s right, as always, I need material for the next issue, so please send 
something.  This magazine relies upon your contributions! 
 
Bryan Dudley-Stamp reminded me that “The Times” newspaper archive (1784 to 1984) is now available 
directly online.  Instead of having to access it through your library website, you can now go straight to 
www.timesonline.co.uk.  The first time you try to use it you will be asked to submit your email address and a 
password which you will need to access the site thereafter.  It is a free service and just to give you some idea 
of the content, when I put “Imperial Airways” into the search engine, with dates from 1 Jan. 1932 to 31 Aug. 
1939, I got 4,822 results!!  There is a wealth of information here.  In addition, you can view the ‘Mails and 
Shipping’ columns, which are a goldmine.  Not only are there all the I.A. aircraft movements but also those 
for the French and Dutch services.  O.K., the KLM services are already available in book form, but as far as I 
am aware, only dates of departure or arrival at terminal points are given in the book.  In “The Times,” 
intermediate calls are included in the movements.  Also, many movements of vessels of the major shipping 
lines can be found. 
 
In the summer Ted Proud published Volume 1 of his “Intercontinental Airmails” trilogy.  There have been 
mixed reactions from friends who have either purchased or seen this book, which rather reflects my own 
response to it.  Given the price of £68, plus postage, I recommend viewing (if possible) before purchase.  I 
expect it will have been reviewed in the “Air Mail News” by the time you read this and I hope the reviewer 
points out Stroud’s total lack of referencing and the general disjointed assemblage of the contents which, 
unfortunately, is common to all his publications. 
 
I have recently come across an excellent website which I strongly recommend to you if you are wishing to 
identify an aircraft from its registration letters or make, or you wish to ascertain the fleet of a particular airline.  
The site is called Golden Years and the web address is www.goldenyears.ukf.net/home.htm.  It covers the 
period 1920 to 1940+.  It is a work in progress so some areas are still under construction but there are many 
extensive listings already available.  I recommend accessing the lists by clicking on ‘Registers’ and then 
‘Regions’.  You will then have a choice from Eastern Europe, Western Europe, Middle East, Africa, Australia, 
North America, etc.  Once within one of these regions, you can select a specific country and you will be given 
a listing of all the aircraft registered in that country during the 1920 to 1940 period, together with the 
owner/airline, date of C. of A. and quite often the final fate/disposal of the aircraft.  It really is excellent and 
when speaking to Barbara Priddy recently, she also extolled the site’s virtues. 
 
Finally, I must remind you that the subscription for 2009 is due.  This may sound harsh, but I am afraid 
that if I do not receive payment, I will assume that membership is no longer wanted and I will not send copies 
of future editions.  This will save me chasing up and asking embarrassing questions!! 
 
 
 

 

Annual subscription:  £10  (due now) 
 

Please make cheques payable to P.Wingent (address shown opposite) 

Mustn’t 
forget! 

I’ll send it 
right away! 
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Imperial Airways and C class flying boats to New Zealand 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 

When the Empire Air Mail Scheme, stage 3 was introduced in 1938, the Imperial Airways/Qantas air service 
terminated at Sydney.  Although New Zealand was included in the Empire Air Mail Scheme, mail crossed the 
Tasman Sea by ship. 
 
In late 1936 at a conference in Wellington, representatives from the governments of the United Kingdom, Australia 
and New Zealand had declared that a joint company would be formed to operate a trans-Tasman service. Qantas had 
plans for a trans-Tasman service and ordered three S30 flying boats, to be named Captain Cook, Canterbury and 
Cumberland.  However, Imperial Airways considered that it should operate the service and even envisaged a future 
trans-Pacific service from New Zealand to USA and Canada. This forced a decision and on 2 April 1937, the British, 
Australian and New Zealand Governments announced plans for a trans-Tasman service under the name of Tasman 
Empire Airways Limited (TEAL). On 3 December 1937 the Imperial Airways S23 flying boat G-ADUT Centaurus left 
Southampton on a survey flight to New Zealand, under the command of New Zealander Captain John Burgess. 
Sydney was reached on 24 December. On 27 December Centaurus flew to Auckland. Here Burgess met Captain 
Edwin Musick who had arrived from the USA in command of Pan American Airways' Sikorsky S-42B flying boat 
Samoan Clipper (Fig. 1).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 1. ‘Centaurus’ and ‘Samoan Clipper’ at Auckland, December 1937. 
(Postcard published by Parr Photo, Auckland). 

 
Centaurus remained in New Zealand for nearly 3 weeks and visited Wellington, Lyttleton (the port for Christchurch) 
(Fig.2) and Dunedin.  Centaurus left Auckland for Sydney on 10 January 1938 and visited Melbourne, Adelaide and 
Hobart before returning to Sydney on 20 January. On 27 January, she left Sydney on the return flight to Britain.  
According to Douglas Walker's Airmails of New Zealand, Volume 2, unofficial mail may have been flown on the 
outward flight from the UK, within Australia and on the return flight. A batch of 12 covers were flown Sydney-
Auckland-Sydney and, as they were not posted at Sydney until 24 January, possibly also on the subsequent 
Australian tour (Figs. 3 & 4). An additional batch of 5 covers was prepared and probably flown from Sydney to 
Auckland. 
 
The three S30 flying boats originally ordered by Qantas, with the aim of operating a trans-Tasman service were, on 
completion in April and May 1939, taken over by Imperial Airways and held until TEAL was registered and in a 
position to receive them. G-AFCZ Australia (intended to be ZK-AMB with TEAL) was severely damaged at Basra 
while operating an Imperial Airways service and was eventually rebuilt to become G-AFCZ Clare. After a 
complicated process of changed registrations and names (explained in Walker and in Adventurous Empires by P.E. 
Sims), the other two aircraft became TEAL'S ZK-AMA Aotearoa and ZK-AMC Awarua.  
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On 16 August 1939 Aotearoa left Southampton on its delivery flight to Auckland where it arrived on 28 August. 
Captain Burgess was in command of the aircraft; he and other members of the flight crew were seconded by 
Imperial Airways to TEAL.  Three aviation engineers also travelled on the flight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2.  ‘Centaurus’ at Lyttleton. 
 
The trans-Tasman service could not be operated by just one aircraft and so, besides making two special flights to 
Sydney, Aotearoa was employed on survey flights to Fiji in September 1939 and to Fiji and Tonga in October 1939. 
War had been declared in Europe on 3 September and the purpose of these flights was to survey the first part of a 
possible trans-Pacific service and possible military landing sites in the south Pacific. A very small number of covers were 
flown as unofficial mail on Aotearoa's delivery flight and a small amount of official mail on some legs of the south Pacific 
survey flights (Figs 5 & 6). The second TEAL flying boat Awarua flew to New Zealand in March 1940. On 26 April 1940 
TEAL was finally registered as a company in New Zealand and on 30 April the trans-Tasman service was inaugurated. As 
Imperial Airways had become BOAC on 1 April, its 39% proposed share in TEAL passed to the new British airline. 

A personal postscript 
 

In November 1997 while on a long visit to New Zealand, I visited the Museum of Transport and Technology (MOTAT) in 
Auckland. In the museum there is a well-preserved TEAL Short Solent flying boat which operated services in the south 
Pacific in the 1950s. While looking through the windows of the cockpit from a viewing platform, the cockpit door opened 
and an elderly man emerged. I asked him if it was possible to have a look inside.  After an initial refusal, I explained that I 
had come all the way from England and had a great interest in flying boats. I was then invited to have a tour inside the 
aircraft; my guide had been a flight engineer on Solent flying boats in the 1950s. Sitting in one of the passenger saloons 
was an even older man. He introduced himself as Gerald Brown. He had been one of the three aviation engineers, not 
employed by Imperial Airways, on the Aotearoa delivery flight of August 1939. He had been an autopilot specialist on 
loan from Smiths Aircraft Instruments for the familiarisation of Tasman aircrew and engineers with the newly devised 
autopilot. After an interesting conversation in which he described his flight in Aotearoa, he gave me a copy of his booklet 
Delivery Diary, Aotearoa, New Zealand's No. 1, an illustrated account of his time on the delivery flight in 1939.  He can 
be seen next to Captain Burgess in the photograph taken from his booklet (Fig 7). He and the ex-TEAL flight engineer 
visited the museum on alternate Thursday afternoons; I had chosen the right afternoon to visit the museum. Leaving the 
museum, walking along the long museum drive back to the bus stop for central Auckland, a 1960s Chrysler car stopped 
alongside me. The driver was Gerald Brown, offering me a lift back to central Auckland. He told me how in 1939, having 
arrived in Auckland, war had broken out and he found himself stranded in New Zealand. However, he met his future wife in 
Auckland before returning to England. In 1945 he returned to New Zealand to get married and enter employment as an 
engineer with TEAL. 
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Figs. 3 & 4.  Front and reverse of cover flown on survey flight by ‘Centaurus’ Sydney – Auckland – Sydney. 
 
 

Signatures: J.W. Burgess Commander 

 C.F. Elder Second Officer 

 T.V. Broughton Flight Engineer 

 H.T. Dangerfield Radio Operator 

 A. Lowe Radio Operator 

 H.J. Bingham Steward 
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Figs. 5 & 6.  Front & reverse of cover flown by ‘Aotearoa’ on first survey flight from Fiji to Auckland. 
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Fig. 7.  The crew of ‘Aotearoa’s delivery flight. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 8.  Design essay by James Berry for a New Zealand air mail stamp, depicting a ‘C’ class flying boat. 
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Bruncker or Brancker? 
 

Material provided by Laurence Kimpton 
 

The following cover was illustrated and question was raised in the “Quarterly Circular,” the journal of the 
Egypt Study Circle.  Laurence sent it to me together with a full, and I assume accurate, answer from a later 
edition: 
 
“W.S. Bruncker. – flight 
 
This cover is postmarked with Continental-Savoy Type HC5 on 25 XII 26.  It is also backstamped the same 
day in Cairo.  Can someone enlighten me about the flight from London to Cairo on Dec. 24, 1926?  The cover 
is signed “W.S. Bruncker.”  To date I have not been able to find anything about Bruncker and the flight.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“R1 September 27, 2006    member 591 
 
“W.S. Bruncker is Sir Sefton Brancker (spelt with an a) who was Director of Civil Aviation.  In late 1924 and 
early 1925 he had accompanied Sir Alan Cobham on a survey flight to India.  At the end of 1926 Imperial 
Airways was making preparations for the taking over of the RAF Cairo – Baghdad service and extending it to 
Basra.  The airline had just taken delivery of De Havilland DH66 aircraft to operate this service.  The first 
aircraft to be delivered to the Middle East was G-EBMY which left Croydon on 18 December 1926, piloted 
by Captain Wolley Dod, the Chief Pilot Eastern Routes.  He was accompanied by a co-pilot, an engineer, a 
wireless operator and four passengers, including Sir Sefton Brancker.  They arrived in Cairo on 24 December.  
The cover illustrated in the September QC would have been flown as unofficial mail on this delivery flight 
and posted the day after arrival in Cairo.  It is the first example of such a cover that I have seen. 
 
The flight of G-EBMY continued to Baghdad on 27 December and the aircraft was named “City of Baghdad” 
by King Feisal of Iraq.  At Baghdad on 3 January 1927, Sir Sefton Brancker joined Sir Samuel Hoare, 
Secretary of State for Air, and Lady Hoare aboard the DH66 Hercules G-EBMX on the Imperial Airways 
survey flight to India.  They arrived at Delhi on 8 January and the aircraft was named “City oh Delhi” by the 
Viceroy of India.” 
 
I think this cover must be a very scarce item bearing, as it does, Brancker’s signature and ‘member 591’ 
provided a very full and clear answer. 
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Imperial Airways at Gwadur 
 

Material provided by Stan Wheatcroft. 
 

Many thanks to Stan for sending the following two pages from “Air and Airways” magazine of October 1932. 
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Imperial Airways’ Christmas Card ~ 1935 
 

Material provided by Bryan Stokoe. 
 

I am sure that many of us are aware of the I.A. Christmas card sent via the December 1931 experimental flight 
to Cape Town but I for one was not aware that a card was produced for Christmas 1935.  However, here it is, 
front and back, and many thanks to Bryan for sharing this rare item with us.  The question now arises, did I.A. 
produce cards for every Christmas in the 1930s?  Has anyone got a card for any other year? 
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First flight parcel to Salisbury 
 

Material provided by Dave Morton & Peter Wingent 
 
Dave Morton of Cape Town sent me this superb parcel piece which was flown from Croydon to Salisbury via 
the first regular Imperial Airways southbound service to South Africa (AS47).  The parcel cancellation reads, 
London/Vauxhall Bridge Road/Victoria Station (8.W.W.?)/19 Jan. 1932.  It was sent by I.A., London to I.A., 
Salisbury and has a Salisbury arrival datestamp of 1 Feb.  The 7/- postage paid correctly the air fee for a 
parcel to Southern Rhodesia weighing up to 1 lb.  The blue-printed label shows the parcel was sent by the 
Publicity Department so it probably contained timetables and other brochures for distribution to the public by 
the Imperial Airways’ office in Salisbury.  It is a wonderful first flight item. 
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The U.K. Post Office gummed label, shown below, provides the inaugural air mail parcel rate to Rhodesia and 
the extract from the “P.O. Daily List” at foot of page shows the first change of rate, from 10 April 1933: 
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Dave’s item made me wonder how many parcel pieces are in collections.  I am sure they are very scarce.  I 
have only one, and it is very tatty, but because it is different and unusual, I love it!  It is shown below and was 
sent by the East African collector Tunstall to Francis J.Field.  It contained air mail covers – the torn through 
manuscript being almost legible in the “contents” box.  It was posted in Nairobi on 22 March 1934 and is 
franked correctly at the 3/- per ½ lb. rate to the U.K. which applied in K.U.T. from 1 Feb. 1934 to 30 June 
1937.  It was flown by I.A. service AN159 which departed Nairobi 24th and arrived Croydon 31st. 
 

 
Do any of you have any parcel pieces which can be illustrated in the next issue?  Please send them to me. 



Imperial Airways Gazette                   December 2008 (Issue 34)        15 
 
 

Unusual Christmas flight item 
 

Material provided by Dave Morton 
 
Captain Smye is famous for his ingenuity in preparing air mail covers.  This item sent by Dave Morton is an 
excellent example of Smye’s inventiveness.  It was flown on the experimental flight to Cape Town (AS41), 
which departed Croydon 9 Dec. 1931 and arrived Salisbury at 16.35 on the 19th.  (Size slightly reduced). 
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Postcards of Imperial Airways’ pilots 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
Duncan has produced the table below listing all the postcards known to him which feature I.A. pilots.  He asks 
if members can add to the list.  If so, please let me know and, if possible, send a copy of the card/s.  The cards 
which follow have been reduced in size to fit the page.  Two of the cards in the table (G.P.Olley and Frederick 
Dismore) were illustrated on page 16 of the last issue of the Gazette (June 2008). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   W. Armstrong        Franklyn Barnard 

An additional card of Gordon Olley is 
shown on the front cover of this issue. 
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           Donald Drew               Robert McIntosh 

           F.F. Minchin       W. Rogers 
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A miscellany of items 
 

Material provided by Laurence Kimpton 
 
Laurence sent the following six diverse items, each of which is unusual and interesting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover from Imperial Airways, New York office, flown on the first Pan American flight to Southampton. 
 

Flap of cover has I.A. logo of 3 speedbirds in a circle.  I.A. arrival cachet applied in London. 

Cover flown on last I.A. North Atlantic service by ‘Cabot’ from Foynes to Newfoundland. 
 

Postmark LOIMNEACH (Limerick) 22 Sept. 1939. 
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Baltimore Harbour showing P.A.A. Sikorsky S.42 and I.A. ‘C’ class flying boat. 
 

Registration on ‘C’ class flying boat appears to be G-AUSZ which bears no relation to 
Cavalier which operated the service to Bermuda, nor to any other I.A. flying boat.  The 
postcard is a “C.T. ART-COLORTONE” published by I. & M. Ottenheimer of Baltimore. 

Qantas ‘C’ class flying boat VH-ABB ‘Coolangatta.’ 
 

No. 15 in a set of 28 cards issued by the Sanitarium Health Food Company in the 1960s.  
Fourteen cards in the series showed exhibits in the New York World’s Fair and fourteen showed 
Qantas aircraft.  The cards were given away in packets of breakfast cereals.  (The back of the card 
is not laid out as a postcard but gives a description of the aircraft and details of a competition). 
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Your questions and answers 

 
 
 
 
 

Nothing received!!!!! 

Above:  Imperial Airways advertisement on a Kenya stamp booklet. 
 

The scan includes the front and back cover, a typical advertisement from 
inside the booklet and a pane of stamps from the booklet.  Stanley 
Gibbons list the booklet as SB3, issued in 1938.  It contained twelve 15c. 
stamps and eight 20c. stamps and sold for 3 shillings, 40 cents. 
 
 
 
Left:  Qantas booklet of air mail labels (3 sheets of 8 labels). 
 

Issued on 26 March 1940.  Design of cover includes a stylised ‘C’ class 
flying boat. 
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
In the last issue Handley Page W8, W9 and W10 types were featured.  In this issue we move on to the 
Handley Page HP42Es and make a start on the HP42W/45s, which will be continued in the next issue.  This 
series is beginning to take on the epic proportions of John Stroud’s “Wings of Peace” series, published in the 
“Aeroplane” magazine during the 1970s and 1980s.  Once again, many thanks for sharing your magnificent 
collection Duncan. 
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The Malayan wartime air mail rate to the U.K. and U.S.A. 
 

Material provided by Keith Elliot and Bill Legg 
 

Following on from the 55 and 50 cents rates, illustrated and described on pages 24 – 25 of the last issue, Keith 
and Bill have sent covers illustrating the changes from $1-95c. to $2 to the U.K. and from $1-45c. to $1-40c. 
to the U.S.A. for air mail flown via the Pan American Airways Pacific service (FAM14) to San Francisco. 
 
Bill sent the cover shown below and wrote, “Although I have no background information as to the reason for 
the change in the rate from $1-95 to $2, I presume it is similar to the change from 55c. to 50c. for the 
Horseshoe route.  As you can see from the cover, the 95 cents was made up of a 50c., 30c. and 3 x 5c. stamps 
which were cancelled Field Post Office SP501, 9th May 1941.  The first return flight departed Singapore 12th 
May 1941 (there appears to be some discrepancies re this date in my sources) to Manila in the Boeing 314 
California Clipper.” 
 
 

 
 

 
Keith Elliot also sent a variety of covers and a detailed explanation of events, as follows: 
 
“The P.A.A. Clipper Service originated in Singapore for the first time on the 10th May 1941.  The rate set for 
these flights was $1-95 to the U.K. and $1-45 to the U.S.A., this meant that a minimum of stamps for the U.S. 
service was five and for the U.K. service three. 
 
Just previous to this service the notice for the saving of the usage of postage stamps had been promulgated.  
The rates for the Pan Am. service had been issued earlier so went ahead.  For the next flight from Singapore 
the rates were changed to $2 to the U.K. and $1-40 to the U.S.A.  The U.K. $2 rate applied for the remainder 
of 1941, whilst a month later the rate to the U.S.A. was raised to $1-50.  The last two rates would be set until 
the service was closed with the last flight by P.A.A. at the end of November 1941. 
 
The Clipper flights from Singapore to the UK were flown by the Pacific Clipper service to San Francisco and 
then across America by internal service.  From the Eastern Seaboard they were flown by the Atlantic Clipper 
service to Lisbon.  From Lisbon they were carried by BOAC to Whitchurch.  The BOAC service was flown 
by Dutch pilots and aircraft that were flown out of Holland just before the German invasion. 
 
(A very good story is told about the Dutch service and the death of British actor Leslie Howard in the book 
“Flight 777” by Ian Colvin, published by Evans Brothers Ltd.).” 

 
Keith’s sheets are shown on the pages which follow. 
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The Clipper service for many people in Singapore was too expensive at $2 to the U.K. so a lower price was 
offered at $1-50.  The difference was that mail franked at this rate was flown only as far as the U.S.A., from 
where it was sent by surface to the U.K.  The air mail etiquette or instructions were cancelled by the use of 
violet bars (see illustration no. 215 on page 222 of Ian McQueen’s book, “Airmail Directional Handstamps, 
Vol. 1”, pub. 2003).  Ian states the bars were applied “US. East Coast. 1941-45.”  Keith believes the bars were 
almost certainly taken from an American maritime canceller with the c.d.s. removed.  He has two examples of 
this usage of the bars and says examples are not common as it appears the service was little used, probably 
because anybody who could afford the $1-50 rate, could afford to pay $2. 
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Models of Imperial Airways’ transport 
 

Material provided by Trevor Buckell 
 

Trevor is not a member of our group but with his kind permission, I am showing the photographs here of two 
items he purchased on ebay because I know that many of you enjoy ephemera and I think these are unusual. 
 
They were both made in the U.K. by Lledo Ltd. of Enfield and were part of a series produced in 1986 entitled, 
“Days Gone,” which featured transport vehicles.  At the top is shown a 1935 Dennis bus (measures 3¼” long 
x 1½” high) and at the bottom, a 1926 Dennis delivery van (measures 3¼” long x 2” high). 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


