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Editorial

First I must apologise for the very late arrival of this edition of the Gazette. | have pondered for quite some
time as to how I should explain the circumstances and have decided to be open about it. In August I had a
heart attack, as some of you know. I think I have been fully recovered physically for some time but I was
unpleasantly surprised to find that mentally I felt quite lethargic and in not very high spirits. So far as air
mails are concerned, I lost my enthusiasm completely and have found it very difficult to settle down to
produced this latest Gazette and 1 have not written up a single cover since before August. I have been told
that my experience is not uncommon and so I am hoping my spirits will return to normal soon.

Well, enough of that. So although I missed wishing you all a Happy Christmas this year, it is not too late to
say Happy New Year and I hope it proves to be a good one for your researching and collecting interests.

I hope you will enjoy this latest Gazette and think that the new-look in colour is an improvement. Until now, I
have been using the Southampton Philatelic Society photocopier to produce the Gazette, ably assisted by our
member John Berridge. However, the Society has bought a new disc-driven colour copier which is super but
the cost is prohibitive. Therefore I am intending to print this edition on my own inkjet printer. At the time of
writing, I don’t know what the results will be and it will certainly take me a long time with nearly 1,000
copies to produce. However, | hope the sight of covers in colour will inspire at least some of you to send me
material for future editions because, as always, I have very little.

Once again I have to thank a stalwart few for the contents of this edition and perhaps most of all, Duncan
Crewe, who has had a hand in no less than seven of the eleven items within. Thank goodness you retired early
Duncan!

I haven’t much news concerning air mails in general but one useful research tool has come to light recently.
Whilst visiting my local library a few months ago I was told that “The Times” newspaper (editions from 1789
to 1989) is now available on line via the library website. I can access it via the Hampshire Library website,
using my library card number as ID. If you are interested, I suggest you consult your local library to find out
if the facility is available in your area and how to use it. (I told Stan Wheatcroft about it and he found that it is
available to the public of Leicestershire). Suffice to say that I can now sit at home and access all the “Aircraft
Movements” which I spent two years copying out from the microfilm reader in the library!! Also, on the
same pages are the “Mails and Shipping Movements” so if you have a cover carried by sea, you may well be
able to find the ship and sailing dates for it. If you are interested, have a go and if you have problems just
‘phone me and I’ll talk you through it. Unfortunately, it is not like viewing via a microfilm reader, in that one
cannot scroll through pages. Instead, one has to type in a search word, but “Mails and Shipping” brings up all
the above-mentioned information and “Imperial Airways” brings up over 3,000 hits for the 1931 to 1939
period. It is well worth investigating.

Finally, I must remind you that the subscription for 2008 is due. This may sound harsh, but I am afraid
that if I do not receive payment, I will assume that membership is no longer wanted and I will not send copies
of future editions. This will save me chasing up and asking embarrassing questions!!

Mustn’t
forget!

I’ll send it

Annual subscription: £10 (due now) right away!

Please make cheques payable to P.Wingent (address shown opposite)
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The Royal Air Mail Pennant
Material provided by Stan Wheatcroft

Lot number 319 of the BAeF (now BAMS) auction which closed on 5 October, was described simply as
“Royal Mail Aircraft Pennant together with Regulations as to its use.” Stan made a successful bid and he has
kindly provided illustrations of the pennant and the regulations, together with a card commemorating the first
use of the pennant on a service flight (this card is now in the collection of Terry Hare-Walker and is
reproduced with his permission). Interestingly, in the “Regulations” the pennant is named a “Distinguishing
Pendant.” Perhaps in the 1930s the word ‘pendant’ had a slightly wider meaning!

Prior to the departure of Eastern service IE270 on Saturday, 26 May 1934, the Post Office presented the first
air mail pennant to Imperial Airways which was duly flown for the first time on the HP42 Hengist which flew
the Croydon to Paris stage of the service. The ceremony is described in the report published in “The Times”
of 28 May 1934, shown on page 5. The report also describes how in general practice, pennant’s were to be
flown whilst aircraft taxied and were to be lowered just before take-off and hoisted again immediately on
landing. This also applied to the Civil Air Ensign, seen together with the pennant in the photo below.

Many thanks to Stan for sharing this remarkable and extremely rare piece of ephemera with us.

size 36°x18"
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Recurations to be observed in respect of the use of
a  Distinguishing Pendant which it has been
decided may be flown by Aircraft or on Buildings
employed on or in connection with the conveyance of
Mails under Contract as approved by the Postmaster
General on the 17th May, 1934.

1. The use of the pendant is not compulsory.

2. The pendant, if used, must be supplied by the
contractor in accordance with the sketch and
dimensions furnished by the General Post Office-

3. In no circumstances is the pendant to be hoisted
by aircraft unless the aircraft on which it is
hoisted is actually engaged in the conveyance
of mails.

4. The pendant may also be flown on or in proximity

to buildings, the property of the contractor, at
which air mails are embarked or disembarked.

S0S%1A2T /Y IN-2
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ROYAL AIR MAIL PENNANT
FIRST PRESENTATION TO IMPERIAL AIRWAYS

26th MAY, 1934

Croydon aerodrome on the 26th Maj,}qslr
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commemorales the ceremony there when the ftr_c.f oﬁical Roﬁal Air Mail Pennant
was Prese.nrec{ lo Imlser:.cu ..'—\.Lru:ux_,ls_ [f was qiven fo Sir Eric Geddes, chairman OJ[
L% o
Imperial f‘\lrwajs. by the Postmasler General Sir )(mjslej Wooeel, whe then handed i
' v

{o Capf'cun Ho?‘se‘j {L‘r f 1o be {lown [hal cay b"f the HPA—Z airliner “Henjisf"G'AAXE
afie

when c{epar({nj Jfrom C'mjo(on)‘or
Paris with the wecklj Indian mail.
This lejr on Sal’urdajs al 12:30en=
The Phofojraf)k shows he ceremony
with .Henj:sf" in fthe background
and Lac@ Wood also on the Plat:fcrm.
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ROYAL AIR MAIL
.. PENNANT

PRESENTATION AT
CROYDON

GROWTH OF THE SERVICE

The air mail for India left Croydon on
Saturday under the tirst British air mail
pennant.  Heaceforth all mail acroplanes
will fly the pennant as well as the civil
aviation ensign. The pennant, approved
by the King, will also be flown over the
buildings from which air mails are em-
barked or disembarked. The first of the
pennants was presented by Sic Kingsley
Wood (Postmaster-General) to Imperial
Airways at Croydon on Saturday, and was
immediately set above the nose of Hengist
by Captain H. J. Horsey before the de-
parture of the liner with the mails,

The Royal Air Mail pennant has a deep
bluc ground with a device in yellow,
representing the crown over a post-horn. |
The device is surrounded by the words
™ Royal Air Mail " in white letiers. 1t is
mounted on a small mast which fits into a
socket in the front of the pilot’s cabin,
slightly forward of the civil ensign.
Pennant and ensign remain flying while
te mail acroplane is taxied away from
the loading apron, are lowered just before
the take-off. and are hoisted again
immediately on landing.

0 1 .
B e
4nd expressed the gratitication of 1he company
S o Shven o e el S
S ing of the valuc of the new air mail routes,

he said &t was nccessary to travel along them to
discover what they meant, nﬁccinl)y to the
weomct. On the long route through Central
Africa there was the utmost appreciation of the
-ur mail. Places which were almost unknown had
boen put on the main line, and the lives of the

ARTR)

. . . had been it mi be
Above: Photograph showing an 1A. captain displaying &m were rewhct':n u:'e‘:n:v:t‘ %‘P the
the Royal Air Mail pennant on l]ite HP42 Z[engist. Is ths :":.&:%?::ﬁ” air‘uﬁs‘:%ﬁgﬁmo?&
) t t o ¢ reference to u con-
photo of . Captain Horsey, taken on the day of the ’ 1 selinerce do : m‘ oe
presentation ceremony, or of another captain at a later marking the air mail as a fully-cstablished part
date? of the mail system, was perhaps more significant
ate: Eiat:mepeopbtlune\'mtonubunmmnn
on.

. . RAPID DEVELOPMENT
Right: Report from “The Times” newspaper, Monday, Presenting the pennant, Six Kixastey Woop
28 May 1934 edition. said that for many years it had been the practice

for ships conveving mails under contract with
the Postmaster-General to fly at the mast-head
a special pennant bcarhquhh: Royal crown and
the words Royal Mail. flying of the mail
pennant had always been considered as placing
the ship which carried it in the very highest cate-
gory of merchant shirping. But oversen mails
were now no longer limited (o shipping. The
uevelopment of the Jast few years had been such
that air services had now itely established
themselves os indispensable for the carriage of
express mail, and the public showed a constantly
increasing recognition of their value. British con-
servatism was somewhat hard 1o shake, and the
cstablishment of air-mindedness was at the outset
as slow as that of other new ideas, but during the
last few years therc had been a very rnukcd|
ch%nse_ mn tlps respect. R
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Shown below is a cover, postmarked Croydon Aerodrome, flown on the first [.A. service to Australia, and
opposite is the letter enclosed, written by Stan’s Uncle Will. Those of you who collect this material will, I am
sure, be aware that both Hengist and Horatius flew the Croydon to Paris stage of this service and that the
photographs of the departure seen usually in books and magazines are of Hengist flying both the Air Mail
pennant and the Civil Air Ensign. Hence Stan thought it appropriate to include the cover here.

FIRST EXTENSION TO AUSTRALIA

Crovdon Aerodrome - Sydney

8~ 21 December 1934

3

BY AIR MAIL

ENGLAND - JAUSTRALIA
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OPENING OF THE AIR MAIL
i IMPERIAL

QANTAS

Although “"Hengist™ was at the inauguration ceremony she only carried VIP mail and probably
handed that over at Paris.  She then continued on a posttioming flight via Lyons, Marseilles

A\

Rome, Malta and Caro 1o Karachy and arnived one day aftter 1E 298 had left

298 service was Crovdon — Horatius — Pans — ra Brindisi — Scipo - Alexandna — Horsa
Karachi - Athena - Singapore - Darwin, armived 16 December. Aurora also flew from Karacha
10 Singapore but armved one dav late due to under-carnage problem at Calcutta  Darwil

B

Hippomene srispane - City of Grafton previously Southern SKky armived Svdney 21 Deg
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The Baghdad ~ Alexandria stage of Indian service IW1
Material provided by Bill Legg

Bill has sent me what he describes as a small postscript to Stan Wheatcroft’s article in the June 2006 Gazette
on the first services to India with Sir Samuel Hoare. He refers in particular to the Baghdad ~ Alexandria stage
of the first return service (IW1) on which the Baghdad mail was not carried by the I.A. DH66 Hercules City of
Baghdad but was instead flown by R.A.F. aircraft. In Stan’s article (page 19 of the June 2006 Gazette) the
reason given for the non-carriage of the Iraqi mails is that Lord Chetwynd ordered the aircraft to leave 2%
hours early to provide time to meet Sir Samuel Hoare and return to England for the reassembling of
Parliament. However, in the second paragraph of the article from Flight magazine of 18 April 1929 (shown
pages 9 and 10) the reason given for the non-carriage of the Iraqi mail was that the Indian mail was so heavy,
it was not possible to carry the mail from Baghdad.

Bill feels that the reason given in Flight does not appear very likely because if the aircraft was overloaded in
Iraq, it would still have been overloaded in Egypt, unless, of course the Calcutta flying boat had a greater
capacity than the Hercules.

I found the answer to this latter point in R.E.G. Davies new book, “British Airways, Vol. 1, the Imperial
Years,” where the MGTOW (maximum ground take-off weight) of a Hercules is given as 15,600 1bs. and for a
Calcutta as 22,500 lbs. Thus it would appear that the Calcutta could have coped with the extra load.

Bill and I both feel that the ‘too heavy mail’ reason given in Flight is unlikely to be true and is probably a
cover-up for the correct but more embarrassing reason given by Stan in his article, i.e. that Lord Chetwynd
should not have forced an early departure from Baghdad which caused the mail to be left behind and that this
was such a serious misjudgement he was forced to retire from his directorship of L. A.

Shown below is a copy of a cover sent in by Bill, datestamped Baghdad, 9 April 1929, which was flown to
Alexandria by the R.A.F. to catch up with service IW1.
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Bill also sent a major article from Fl/ight magazine of 4 April 1929 which provides much useful detail relating
to the first services to India. This article is shown on pages 11 to 14. Many thanks for all this Bill.
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ENGLAND = INDIA =~ ENGLAND

First outr and home
Air Mail Service
Completed in
15% daus

THE FIRST AIR MAILS FROM INDIA :

The Armstrong-Whitworth

" Fuionr ' Photographs

‘*Argosy '’ airliner, ‘' City of

Glasgow,’” arrives at Croydon three minutes ahead of time, and delivers the first air mail from India,
on April 14, 1929.

O India and back in fifteen days! Such is the latest
record achievement of British Civil Awviation. At
2.13 p.m.—two minutes before schedule time—on
April 14, the Imperial Airways Armstrong-Whitworth
" Argosy "' airliner, " City of Glasgow,” piloted by Capt,
O. P. Jones, completed the final stage of the first India-
England Air Mail, which followed the successful inauguration,
on Mar, 30, of the first outward journey. The mails—3520 Ibs.
weight, or about 15000 letters—left Karachi (per D.H.
“ Hercules *') on April 7, and there were also four ‘' Official **
g:ﬁsengcrs from India—regular passengers are not, at present,
ing carried. They were Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey
Salmond, Air Officer Commanding Royal Air Force, India,
who was returning home on four months' leave ; Viscount
Chetwynd, Vice-Chairman of Imperial Airways ; his daughter,
the Hon, Eve Chetwynd; and Air Vice-Marshal Sir Vyell
Vyvyan, a Director of Imperial Airways, who made the
outward trip from England to India as well. Sir Samuel
Hoare, Secretary of State for Air, made & fifth passenger at
Alexandria, after having completed some 5,000 miles flying
to the borders of Uganda and back in connection with the
proposed African air route.

Over the first section of the route home—Karachi to
Alexandria—the “* Hercules " made good progress, being, as
reported last week, well ahead of schedule time at Baghdad,
The Indian mail, it is stated, was so heavy that it was not
possible to take in the Iraq mails at Baghdad, and these were
sent on to Alexandria by the R.AF.

From Alexandria to Genoa all the mails and passengers

transferred to the Short ** Caleutta ™ fiying-boat, and after
the short train journey from Genoa to Basel, the final stage
was completed in the ** Argosy ” machine.
_ A number of people gathered at Croydon aerodrome on
Sunday afternoon to greet the travellers from India, Among
those present were Lady Maude Hoare, Air Marshal Sir John
§aln1<1xxrl, Sir Atul Chatterjee (High Commissioner for India),
Col, Stewart Patterson (Political Aide-de-Camp to the
secretary of State for India), Sir Samuel and Lady Instone,
Sir Alan Cobham—who carried out the Survey Flight of the
London-India Air Route in 1924-3 on a D_H. 50, with Sir
Sefton Brancker as passenger—and Lady Cobham, Mr, G.
Woods Humphrey, Mr. F. G. L. Bertram, and several other
well-known personalities in the World of Aeronautics.

Describing his experiences of this first Empire Air Route,
Sir Samuel Hoare said :—

I think this last fortnight has been a very important one

in the history of civil aviation. First of all, there is this
successful opening of the mail service, which has gone extra-
ordinarily well, The outward mail got to India in time, and
the inward mail, as you see, has arrived absolutely on the tick.
Few people can have any idea of the enormous amount of
work involved, T wrote a letter in London to the Viceroy of
India," Sir Samuel Hoare added, * which was delivered in
Delhi 74 days afterwards, Lord Chetwynd, Sir Geoffrey
Salmond, and Sir Vyell Vyvyan were having a meal in
Karachi last Sunday and will be in their own homes in London
and the country to-night. Miss Chetwynd had until last
Sunday never been in an aeroplane before, and the enterprise
and courage of the younger generation augurs well for the
future of British aviation generally.

““ I think my own journey does show onece again the great
regularity and safety of not only British civil aviation, but of
British military flying services also. After I arrived in
Africa I got into a Fairey 3F machine, and with other Air
Force officials went off to see as much as we could of the
projected African route. We averaged, I suppose, about
750 miles aday. We struck the Sudan in probably the hottest
month of the year, and yet we completed the whole of our
programme, getting almost to Uganda before we turned back.
Because of the heat, it was often necessary to fly at a very
great height, sometimes as high as 12,000 ft. It was an
experience to come down from the comparatively cool upper
air on to the ground where there was a temperature of between
115 and 120 degrees.

* We hope that the service from Egypt to Cape Town may
be started on April 1 next yvear. It may be possible to have
some sections of it working before then. To get over the
problems of the heat it is probable that flights will be made
very early in the morning

** Tt seems strange to think that only a few days ago I was
sleeping in the open air, because the heat prevented rest
indoors, and was awakened by hippopotami snorting in the
Nile. The very next night T was sleeping in a garden with
two hyenas running about outside and making the most awful
noises.”’

Sir Vyell Vyvyan, speaking of his 10,000-mile flight to
India and back, said their total flying time was about 54 hours
both ways and in the enclosed cabin machine, as used on this
route, the heat was much less apparent—at 6,000 ft. over the
Persian Gulf they were quite comfortable. The only troubles
were sand storms, and as it was not possible to fly over all of
them plenty of time had to be allowed in case of delay through

312
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FLIGHT, AvriL 18, 1929

INDIA-ENGLAND AIR MAIL : The passengers of the first Westward trip.

" Fuony * Pholograph
Reading from left to right-

Maj. H. G. Brackley (second pilot) ; Air Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Salmond ; Sir Samuel Hoare (who joined

the party at Alexandria) ; the Hon, Eve Chetwynd ;

Viscount Chetwynd ; Air Vice-Marshal Sir Vyell

Vyvyan ; and Capt. O. P. Jones, pilot of the ** City of Glasgow."’

them It was ow ing to sand storms that, on several occasions,
they had to fly at night It was, however, a most pleasant
experience, and the brilliant starshine was one of the Joveliest
sights he had ever seen. Although there was no moon or
ground organisation for night flying, the pilots were quite
happy as thev knew the route so well

He said he was confident that when the service was properly
nised there would be plenty of passengers ; at present
e was a difficulty regarding accommodatic passengers
ne or two of the stopping places I am ready,” he
*«d, " to make the journey again right away!”
:cond outward mail, which left Crovdon on April 6,
at Karachi on \plll 13, one hour before schedule
Fog and low cloud prevented the third London-India

for

arnved
time

Mail from being despatched from Crovdon by air, It was
therefore sent by car to Penhurst and there transferred to
a Handley Page air liner which proceeded on the first section
to Basel

Air Vice-Marshal Sir Sefton Brancker, Director of Civil
Aviation, who has been called abroad on an official mission
at short notice and will be away for about a fortnight, was
a passenger on this machine. He going to Athens to
negotiate with the Greek authorities for the continuance of
the Imperial Airways London-India Air Mail Service. He
was accompanied by Colonel H. Burchall, assistant general
manager of Imperial Airways, Pending a final agreement,
the Greek Government has given temporary sanction for the
operation of the Air Mail Service through Greek territory

s

["* Fraguer ** Photograpks

INDIA-ENGLAND AIR MAIL : Some of those present at Croydon to greet the first arrival

from India. From left to right —The Hon,

Eve Chetwynd, the first woman to fly from

India to London, with Lady Maude Hoare, the first woman to fly from London to India ;

Sir Alan and Lady Cobham
Sir Samuel and Lady Instone ;
Officer, Croydon) ;

and Lieut.-Comdr. S.

Sir Alan surveyed the London-India air route in 1924-25 ;
Mrs. Richard (wife of Maj. Richard, Chief Aerodrome

E. Deacon, Officer-in-charge of Lympne.
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THE AIR ROUTE TO INDIA

A Real Start at Last Made

ARCEH 30, 1929, will be o dote of constderable importance

M in the history of British Acronautics, for it marked
what may bo called the yead beginning of Empire Ain

Routes by the inauguration of the London-India Air Service
f'roe, a preliminary start with the speeding up of mails to and
from India was made in December, 1926, with the inaugura
tion of the Cairo-Karachi air but, as is common
knowledge, owing to a hitch with the Persian Government,
only the section between Cairo and Basra has been in
peration, and meanwhile negotiations procecded between
British and Persian Governments—and with European
Governments as regards the section from England to Ca
with a view to " clearing the air” for the London-Tndia
ronte Now at long last the tronbles have been finallv,

SeTVICe,

0

With Empire Air Services

certaim modifications as to route and times may be made
during the initial stages of the service, Slight ¢ h'.mgv\ from
the original programme have been made in the ports of call
over the Mediterranean section—originally it was via Syri
cuse and Navarino, now it is via Corfu, Athens and Suda
Fay ‘rom Tobruk to Karachi the route remains as before
As at present arranged only mail will be carried, but later,
passengers will be carried as well.  The outward journey is
scheduled to start from London each Saturday, Karachi
being reached the following Saturday. The homewird

journey starts each Sunday and finishes the following Sundav.
From Croydon the mail (and later the passengersi will be
Armstrong-Whitworth

* Jaguars "),

flown, in
(3-Armstrong-Siddeley

air liners

Bourget to

' Argosy '
via Le

3o 111 bare . ok M

THE AIR ROUTE TO INDIA: The Inauguration.

On the left is Sir Samue! Hoare, who was a passenger

in the ' City of Glasgow,” with Lady Maud Hoare, and Mr. C. L1, Bullock, his private secretary, who accom-

panied him,

Wi |ln§'t, and the India s an
wetuality-—and the extension to Australia, and other Empire
" routes, loom in the not far distant future,

means of this London-India service-——a combination of
aplane and train—India will be brought within
¢ little over 6 days’ journey of England as compared with the
[5 days now occupied by the ordinary land and sea route
Sinilar advantages are obtained over intermediate stages of
thn —for istance, matls will be delivered to Alexandrin
il Cairo in four days as against the present six to eight davs ;

Baghdad and district in five and o balf davs (by ordinary

overcome, HIY service to

oute, via Bombavy, this takes 23 duvs)
The Service
We have already published in Frony particulars of this
ew service, but we think, on this occasion, it will not be

out of place if we repeat them briefly, bere. 1t should I
noted, however, that while all arrangements for the ronte

machines,  equipment, acrodromes,  wireless
stahwoms, ety Iave completed, it is probable that

personnel,
been

On the right is the pilot, Capt. A. S, Wilcockson, and Maj. H. G. Brackley of Imperial Alrways.,

Basle A\ transfer 35 then made to the train, which wall
travel at night, under the Alps, to Genoa. On the Sunday
the tourney will be resumed once more by air, this time with
Short ' Calentta ” flving-boats (3 Bristol ** Jupiter ”' engines)
to Alexandria, arriving there on the Monday, via Kome

(Ostia), Naples, Corfu, Athens, Suda Bayv, and Tobruk
Connection 1% then made with the cxisting Cairo-Basra
service.

Another change s now effected, and the rest of the ront
flown in D1 FHerenles ™ landplanes (3 Bristol * Jupiter
cengines)

Details of the times and route will be found in the aocom
panyving table (provisional)

The Machines
As previously stated, three types of machines arc b
used on the England-India ar route.
The Avmstvong-Whitworth ** Argosy.""—On the finst section,
London-Basie, o distance of about 485 miles, Armstrong-
Whitworth "' Argosy "' landplanes, itted with three Armstrong

269
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[* Frrouz " Photogeapis

THE AIR ROUTE TO INDIA: Loading up the Armstiong-Whitworth ‘‘ Argosy '' air liner * City of
Glasgow "' with mails at Croydon, on March 30. Some 1,200 letters were carried, even in the small com-
partment in the nose.

Siddeley ‘' Jaguar' engines, will be used, At present,
the standard types, as already in service on Imperial Air-
ways, will be employed, but subsequently it is intended to
put into operation the new improved '* Argosies " fitted with
geared ‘' Jaguars.” These latter machines—some brief
particulars of which were published in Frigut for March
14 last—possess several improvements and will have
a much better rformance. In other respects, how-
ever, they are similar to the “ City of Glasgow " type
which opened the service on Saturday. The *' Argosy ”
air liner was described in detail in Frienr for July 1,
1926, but” the following main characteristics may be of
interest :—Span, 90 ft.; length, 65 ft.; wing areaz, 1,800
sq. it. ; maximum speed, 110 m.p.h.; cruising speed, 90-95
m.p.h.

The Short *' Calewtta.”—For the section between Genoa and
Alexandna, a distance of some 1,700 miles over water, the

Short ** Calcutta " flying-boat will be employed. These
flying-boats are of all-metal construction and are fitted with
three Bristol *“ Jupiter '"engines. Descriptions of this flying-
boat have appeared in FLIGHT (January 6, 1927, and February
23, 1928), and it has already seen service on the Southampton-
Channel Islands, and Liverpool-Belfast air routes, The
principal characteristics are ;:—Span, 93 ft.; length, 64 f{t.
9 in.; wing arca, 1,825 sq. ft. ; weight empty, 12,600 1b. ;
seating capacity, 15 passengers and crew of three ; speed
range, 58-120 m.p.h.

The De Hauvslland ** Hercwles.,"—A landplane is used
once more on the section between Alexandria and
Karachi, some 3,000 miles. This is the de Havilland
66’ or ' Hercules," fitted with three Bristol ** Jupi-
ter”” engines, which is the type already operating the
Cairo-Basra service. The ' Hercules' is a tractor-
fuselage biplane of wood-and-metal construction—stec)
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Sketch map of the Empire Air Route to India, which was inaugurated on March 30.
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tube being employed for the fuselage.
also been fully described in Fricut (June 10, 1926), so it will
be sufficient to say here that the ' Hercules "' has already
proved its qualities for some time past on the Cairo-Basra
service, and is also being used on Australian air services.
The principal charactenstics are:—Span, 79 ft. 6 in.;
length, 56 {t. 6 in. ; wing area, 1,547 sq. ft.; weight, empty,
8,855 1b. ; seating capacity, 7-15 passengers ; speed range,

52-130 m.p.h.
The Wireless Organisation
The wireless organisation for the airimail service to India
has been completed o that the aircraft engaged will be
in touch with aerodrome ground stations throughout the
5,000 air miles of the journey. As wireless will play a very
important part in this—as indeed it should in any big air
service—we think the following details of the wireless
equipment will be of interest,
the aircraft are equipped with Marconi wircless apparatus
of the latest type, and an inter-communicating chain of
ground stations has been arranged. On the first section

This machine has _

A part of the third and final section of the route, through
Basra and over the Persian Guli to Karachi, has alreadv
been in operation for some time, employing De Havilland
aircraft fitted with Marconi AD6 apparatus and com-
municating with R.A F. stations, and a }-kw. station at Rut-
bah Wells which was supplied by the Marconi Company to
the Iraq Posts and Telegraphs De ent. During the
flight from Basra to Karachi the machines will be in touch
with two Marconi stations in Persia, at Chabar and Buanda
Abbas. Persian operators for these stations have been
trained at the Marconi Company's works at Chelmsford.
The terminal wireless station at Karachi is one of the most
powerful aerodrome stations installed at any air port, con-
sisting of a 6-kw. Marconi transmitter with direction finder
receiving apparatus,

Many features of the Marconi apparatus for this service
have been specially designed to meet the conditions existing
on this new Empire route. The constant-speed windmill
generator which provides power for the wireless installation
will also supply current for the internal and external lighting

ENGLAND—INDIA AIR SERVICE.
Provisional Time Table. .
Eastbound LST GMT DAY Westbound LST GMT DAY
LONDON (Airways House} dep.  09.10  09.10  Sat. KARACHI voodep. 10,00 0430  Sun
! {Croydon Aero.) dep. 10.00 10.00 P GWADAR . arr, 13.40 08.10 5
PARIS (Le Bourget Aero.) arr. 1230 1230 o = ©s .. dep. 1440 0910 ~
> 5 % dep. 1345 1345 R JASK .. am. 1585 1140 7
BASLE (Birsfelden Aero.) arr. 1745 1645 = A .. dep. 0630 0235 Mon.
o (Central Station) dep. 21.55 — o LINGEH .., AT, 08.50 (4.55 -
GENOA (P, Principe Stn.) arr 09.15 — Sun., ’ % .. dep. 0935 0540
. (Air Port) .oodep. 1030 0930 & BUSHIRE .. .. am. 1250 09.30
ROME — Ostia . arr, 13.30 12,30 5 o8 . .. dep. 1835 10.15 "
% s .. dep. 1430 13.30 7 BASRA .. ArT. 15.55 12.55 5
NAPLES .. .. Arr. 15.45 14.45 5 5 ) .. dep. 05.00 02.00 Tues.
=z i .. dep 0745 0645 Mon. BAGHDAD . arr, 08.30 0530 o
CORFU e .. arr. 1815 1115 3 » .. dep, 09.15 06.15 :
= . .. dep. 1415 1215 .. |, GAZA . arr. 1645 1445 %
ATHENS .. . ArT, 17.30  15.30 ¥ Y e o .. dep.  08.00 06.00 Wed,
" ‘i .. dep. 1030 0830 Tues ALEXANDRIA (Aboukir) arr. 1125  09.25 %
SUDA BAY vy BT, 1245 1045 - 5 (Harbour) dep. 1330  11.30 X
3 ..dep. 1345 1145 B TOBRUK .. s .. arr, 17.00  16.00 v
TOBRUK .. . arr, 16.00  15.00 o 5 e .dep. 0930 0830  Thur
o ~o o .. dep.  06.00 0500 Wed. SUDA BAY .. arr. 1845 1145 o
ALEXANDRIA (Harbour) arr, 11.30 0930 " % .odep. 1445 1245 o
3 (Aboukir) dep. 14.05 12,05 5 ATHENS .. .. arT, 17.00  15.00 “
GAZA o .. arr. 17.30 1530 s o Ve .. dep. 0845 0645 P
o = dep, 06.30 04.30 Thur CORFU .y AfL 12.00 10.00 =
BAGHDAD arr, 15.00 1200 .“ ' .oodep. 13.00  11.00 Y
» dep. 1545 1245 " NAPLES .. arr, 16.30  15.30 -
BASRA arr, 1845 1545 " 5 e . dep. 1045 0945  Sat
s o dep. 08.00 0300 Fri ROME—Ostia .. Q. 1230 11.30 “
BUSHIRE. . arr, 09.00 0540 » o v o .. dep. 1330 12,30 PR
" 5 dep. 0945 06.25 > GENOA (Air Port) . -arr, 1630 15.30 0
LINGEH arr. 1410 1015 A " (P. Principe) .. dep. 19.05 —_ )
5 dep. 1455 1100 h BASLE (Central Stn.) .. arr. 06.16 — Sun
JASK .. ArT 17.15  13.20 i ,.  (Birsfelden Aero.) dep. 0830  07.30 A
2 oe .. dep. 0730 0335  Sat. PARIS (Le Bourget Aero.) arr. 1045 1045 o
GWADAR .. arr, 12.35  07.05 " v " dep, 1145 1145 &
> 3 . dep. 1335 08.05 7 LONDON (Croydon Aero.) arr, 14.15 14.15 o
IKARACH!I oo ALK, 17.15 11.45 A [ % (Airwavs Honse) arr. 15.00 15.00 .
Note,—LST = Local Standard Time GMT = Greenwich Mean Time.

of the route, London-Basle, the present wireless organisation
for continental aviation will be emploved. This consists
of the powerful Marconi aerodrome station at Croydon,
French stations at Le Bourget and other intermediate places
on the route, and the Marconi station at Basle. The machines
operating this section of the route are fitted with Marconi
sets of 150-watts power, of the well-known type ADS, adapted
for communication over distances of 200 to 300 miles cither
by telephony or telegraphy.

From Genoa to Alexandria it is operated by the three
“ Calcutta " flying-boats, which are fitted with the more
powerful Marconi type ADS sets. These seis are also
adaptable for telegraphy or telephony, enabling the pilots to
keep in touch with Italian and British Air Ministry wireless
stations until arrival at Alexandria.  In addition, Imperial
Airways, who are conducting the London-Karachi service,
have stationed a depot ship at a point in the Greek Archi-
pelago.  This has been fitted with & Marconi valve trans-
mitter of d-kw, power (type U), and suitable reeciving
equipment (Marconi type RG19 receiver), and will be capable
of communicating with Malta, Alexandria (Aboukir), and
other stations concerned with the service,

of the aircraft. In the unlikely event of a forced landing
being necessary the same gencrator can be used to supply
emergency power to the transmitter cither by the use of
the battery normally used for lighting or, if it is required
to work for long periods, by means of a ial coupling
arrangement to the small petrol engine used for starting the
main engines of the aircraft. Thus, ¢ven if & machine were
forced to land in the solitudes of the desert country which
15 to be found alon& the route, wireless communication
could be established with the nearest ground station and any

uired assistance could be obtained

‘he Air Ministry and Imperial Airways, Ltd,, with the
co-operation of the Marconi Company, have given very careful
consideration to the wireless requirements of this first long-
distance Empire aviation route, and the comprehensive
system of communiciations provided both for the ground
stations and aircraft should render the England-India
air route among the safest and most efficient in the world

The Inauguration

On March 30, at 10 am, (or, to be strictly accurate, one

minute amnd & half later), the Imperial Airwavs Armstrong-
(Continucd on page 288)
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THE AIR ROUTE TO INDIA
\Coneluded from page 274.)

Whitworth " Argosy" air liner “City of Glasgow'" set out from
Croydon on the first trip of the first real Empire Air Route—
from England to India. ‘There was no special ceremony for
this occasion, but a darge number of people had gathered
on the aerodrome to witness the departare,  Among them
were Lady Mawd Hoare, Sir Philip Sassoon, Under-Secretary
for Air, and Marshal of the R.AF. Sir Hugh Trenchard,

There were four ' oflicisl ' passengers on  board—=Sir
Samuel Hoare, accompanied by lus private sceretary, Mr. C.
Ll. Bullock, Air Vice-Marshal Sir Vyell Vyvyvan—the Air
Mimistry representative of Impertal Airways —and Maj. H. G
Brackley, Air Superintendent of Imperial Afrways.  Sir
Samuel Hoare was travelling as far as Alexandna, where he
leaves the London-India route in ovder to fly to the Sudan
and as far south as time permits, in Service airveraft, to
inspect the projected London-Cape Town atr route, He
will rejoin the homeward India-England machine at Alex-
andria to be in time for the reassembly of Parliament,

The ** City of Glasgow '’ was piloted by Capt. A, S, Wilcock-
son, who has been piloting the London-Continental machines
since 1819, Ip addition to a load of newspapers, 364 1bs. of
mail—about 1,200 letters—were on board ; this was some-
what less than was expected, but no doubt the short notice
to the public by the Post Office prevented many from sending
letters in time.  There was also comparatively little freight,
so the machine was by no means heavily loaded.

After a short stop at Le¢ Bourget, Basle was 'reached at
428 p.m.—17 minutes ahead of schedule--and several
prominent Swiss and Italian air and postal officials being
present to greet the machine.  The machine was a few minutes
fate in starting from Genoa (per " Calentta ' tlving-boat
“City of Alexandria’), where Sig. Delapenne, president of
the Ttalian Air Society, and others were present at the
departure.  The flying-boat reached Naples at 415 p.m.
(G.AMLT.), and was met by General Pinedo

Monday's progress was——Naples to Corfu and Athens,
where a good landing was made in the rough sea of
Phaleron Bay. During this stage the flying-boat had to fly
over the Apennines, some 3,000 ft. high. At Athens Sir
Samuel Hoare and Sir Vyell Vyvyan wvisited the British
Legation and met M, Venizelos at dinner.

The first homeward machine will leave Karachi on April 7,
and is due at Croydon on April 14, It is reported that Air
Vice-Marshal Sir Geoffrey Salmond and Lord Chetwynd, vice-
chairman of Imperial Airways, with his daughter, Miss Eve
Chetwynd, will travel by this first homeward trip.
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Above is the reverse of Duncan Crewe’s post card featured on the front cover. It shows the AW Argosy City
of Liverpool and was flown on the first [.A. experimental service to Australia (IE106). Duncan says he does
not know who published it, although it looks like a Salmon card but they always seemed to put their names on
their publications. Does anyone have the answer please? Thank you for sharing this lovely item Duncan.
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Imperial Airways’ station handstamps

Material provided Duncan Crewe and John Oliver

On page 25 in the last issue of the Gazette, I provided a brief history of our study of the I.A. handstamps.
Now two more have come to light thanks to Duncan and John. Shown below is a post card sent to me by John
which was struck with the Imperial Airways, Gaza, handstamp. Waithout postal markings, the card was
probably enclosed in an envelope along with a letter to the un-named addressee.

'Ltw'(. u&t;ll.fg Lyns. ot this

s’ m Jereiilim - O = 193
| - .

e P }.'..‘. {AhE s LQatl ¥

e Bedie T08 ’ 4 $
{F:?l .,.'.‘u:. Paiagiinn,
54 Wil L e

Reverse  of card,  showing
handstamp, is reproduced full size.

Picture side is reduced size.
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The Hong Kong covers shown on this and the page opposite were sent to me by Duncan Crewe. Both the
front and the reverse of each are shown full size. As the [.LA. Hong Kong handstamp is quite small and has
E.V. Dolby’s signature across it, I have inset an enlarged detail of it. Duncan wrote that the cover was
prepared on the assumption that it would be sent by the first despatch via Bangkok. Instead, as the note on the
reverse indicates, it was sent via Penang. Duncan suspects it was an I.A. test cover, as Dolby was manager in

Hong Kong.
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Whilst the cover on this page does not bear an [.A. handstamp, it is included because it is an interesting related
item showing the Imperial Airways, Hong Kong insignia on the reverse and was written by Captain
Ballantine, an [.A. pilot, to either his wife or mother in England.
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Imperial Airways’ Egyptian and East African leaflets
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan continues to find extremely rare ephemera and is very generous in sharing it with us. The Egyptian
and East African leaflets shown on this and the following pages contain much useful information concerning
rates and posting times. Once again, thank you for sending me this material Duncan.
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Pages 18 & 19 show the Spring 1935 East African leaflet. The original is printed in red, which I have retained

for the outside sheet but in this colour it was almost illegible for the inside, above. Since this contains much

useful information, I have reproduced it in black and white which proved to be far more legible.

The May 1933 Egyptian leaflet is shown on the next page. Both leaflets are of the folding type. The East

African one being a 6-page concertina type and the Egyptian one being a 4-page centrally folded type.
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THIS BOOKLET HAS BEEN PRODUCED
WITHTHE KIND TOLLABORATION OF
THE EGYPTIAN POSTAL AUTHQRITIES.

Further Editions will be issued from Time
fo Timo and Copir_:', will be forwarded fres on

request lo any Address.

Application should bs made by Telephone
or Postcard to

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS Lid

HELIOPOLIS AERODROME,
CAIRO TEL. Z. 1297-8

or

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS Lid

THE MARINE AIRPORT RAS-EL-TIN
ALEXANDRIA, TEL. 7430

Booklat Egyp! No. 2

(Cancalling grravious (saus |

EGYPT,
AIR M AIL
SERVICES BY
IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS:
RATES &
LATEST TIMES
OF POSTING

May 1933

Until lurther nolice.

TIMES

The lalest times of posting are o9 lollows -

To Great Bvilain, ance, “a'y, and cther
European Countries:-

CAIRD (Cantral Post Ollice) Wadneasdoy & Friday ot 8.00 g
ALEXANDR
MELIOPOLIS Wednssdiy & Fridhy @) .30 pm

Wednesday & Friday ol 10.00 g

PFORT SAID Waodnesdoy & Friday 41 11,30 a.n

To the Sudan, Belgian Ccngo, East Alrica,
and South Africa:-

CAIRO (Cantinl Fast Oltice) Soluiday at .30 am
CANDRIA Salurday 4 00 pm
HELIOPOLIS Soluridiy &t 4,30 pm

PORT SAID Slurdsy &' 11.30 am

To lraq and India:-

AIND (Cantral Past Dithicn) Tuestlay ot 3.00 pm
ALEXANDORIA Tuesday 44 11.00 am
HELIOPOLIS Tuoscay ol 12.00 noo
PORT SAID Tuesdoy ) 7,00 wm

RATES

The rates lor letlars sent by Air Mail are as lollows:-
(Thesa rates include the ordinary postage rates and
the Air Mail surchage)

Each

Frest dditiona

o 20 grammeg;s 20 Graanos
Graal Britain 20 Mms 26 Mmsy
France & Italy 3= . 26
Greece & Eastern Europe 2y L y » SR
North & West Europe 33 26
lrag 3¢ i o =
India {8y alr lo Karachi) 40 3
Sudan 20 20
Belgian Congo 58 5 48
Uganda, Kenya & Tanganyika 50 48
Rhodesia & 63
South Africe B0 18
Remember fo affix a blue “Air Mail" label 1o your
latlar, or mark it plainly “By Air Mail®*
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This item did not appear in the last Gazette because | received neither any questions nor any answers! This

Your questions and answers

time I have two questions from Duncan Crewe:

Q.9. The table below lists a series of Tuck post cards entitled “Though Africa by Imperial Airways” which
features views of the route and points of interest at the stops. The captions are on the back of the cards and
are printed in brown ink. The captions given in the table are abbreviated ones. There is usually a line of
descriptive text following. All the cards listed are black and white, standard size and landscape format, except

no. 34, which is portrait format. (See the back page of this edition for an example of these cards).

Duncan would much appreciate any additions which can be made to his listing. Given that Duncan has made
major contributions to both this and previous Gazettes, it would be good if members could respond by digging

through their collections and responding by adding to the listing.

Card no. Caption on reverse Description
23 Sudd Southern Sudan Aerial view of Sudd Southern Sudan
24 Mt. Kilimanjaro, Kenya Mt. Kilimanjaro Snow on the Equator
26 The Victoria Falls Victoria Falls taken from the Rhodesian side
27 The Temple of Queen Hatshepsu Aerial view of temple
28 Mount Kenya Infra red photo of mount Kenya from ground
29 The Rand Airport, Johannesburg Model of Rand airport
30 Elephants in the Sudan Aerial shot of elephants in the Sudan
31 The start. Leaving London in Scylla Passengers boarding Scylla at Croydon
33 Perthenon, Athens Ground view of Parthenon, Athens
34 Alexandria Aerial view of Alexandria Harbour
35 The citadel in cairo Aerial view of the citadel, Cairo
36 Temple of Isis on Philae Island, Egypt Aerial view of submerged temple
37 Natives of the Shiluk tribe HP42 with tribesmen in front

Q.10. Duncan recently purchased from a fellow member what must be a very rare item. It is the wallet of the
Imperial Airways’ steward H.W. Dawson. This is shown on the next page. He also obtained two photographs
of H.W. Dawson which are shown below. Duncan would much appreciate biographical information regarding

this steward that members can provide.

Photo is captioned, “H.W. Dawson — Steward.”
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Above:
Photo captioned, “Lower — H.W. Dawson — Steward.”

Opposite top:
Front of the wallet (reduced size). When opened out,

the wallet measures 10” wide x 7% " high (254 x 197
mm).

Opposite centre:
Inscription on the inside of the wallet.

Opposite bottom:
The same inscription used on the Christmas card sent

to South Africa via the 1931 experimental service.

“Rud K finally. concliuded, that
G did ot fly thither i was

) ‘ y . i
tnfressilile 1o malie the (ourneny.,
PERO TTAFUR,

/t‘.f}"i;m/ [ ﬁna”y conc/ucx’ec{
that if [ did not /]y thither
it was x'mposst'{)/e to make

he i /
the journey.

7710 Y-I'C\\’Cli anu’ AU’V(’H(UI\"S
of Pero Tafur, 1435439.
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Imperial Airways’ Baggage Labels ~ a follow up
Material provided by Duncan Crewe and Bryan Dudley-Stamp

In the last issue of the Gazette (June 2007) Duncan Crewe illustrated his superb collection of [.A. baggage
labels. The article captured the interest of Bryan Dudley-Stamp who discovered a number of new labels
which he sent to Duncan. The illustrations are poor quality and in black and white. I do not know where
Bryan obtained them but I suspect from the internet and probably they were ebay items. However, well done
for spotting them Bryan and thank you for taking the trouble to send them to Duncan which has enabled him
to update the listing.

Duncan wrote to me as follows:
“Thanks to information sent by Bryan Dudley-Stamp, a number of new labels have been identified. The type

numbers refer to the labels in the original article.

Type 165  Bryan confirms Cairo as a printed destination.

weicnr

PASSENGERS  NAME | !

Type 166 As well as the destinations listed, Cologne should be added as a new one.
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Type 169 Two new destinations should be added: Brussels and Hannover. Bryan also sent an
illustration of the London label being used as a baggage tag.”
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Type 177  Duncan was unable to illustrate this type in the original article but he has now obtained a
beautiful example which is shown below. This same design was used on an Imperial Airways’
October 1930 European timetable and also has been reproduced on a modern post card.

Finally, Bryan also sent Duncan details of an internet auction lot which included an example of the tie-on
label, Fig. 10 in the original article, showing that it was in use by August 1936.

Duncan is very grateful to Bryan for all the extra information he has provided and for giving him yet more
items to look for!
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Cover via service BA1
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

The cover shown below was sent in by Duncan Crewe and is the first example he has seen of mail conveyed
by the short-lived I.A. Basra ~ Alexandria service. It was flown on 4 March 1938 by service BA1, operated
by the HP42 Helena. (See pages 31 & 34 of Aircraft Movements on I.A. Eastern Route, Vol. 2 for details).
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First 1.A. Eastern service to be diverted via Malta
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

The cover shown below was posted in Waltham Cross at 8PM on 2 March 1935 and was backstamped at
Baghdad on the 11th (arrived late on 10th; backstamped next morning) and Teheran 16th. It was flown by
I.A. service IE320 which was the first service to be diverted via Malta during the Greek rebellion. In addition,
the mail was involved in an accident to the HP42 Helena which damaged her tail fin when leaving Alexandria,
causing the mail to be transferred to the HP42 Hanno. (See details on page 139 of Aircraft Movements on I.A.
Eastern Route, Vol. 1 by Wingent).
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Early WWII Malayan airmails
Material provided by Keith Elliot

Keith has very kindly sent six examples of covers flown from Malaya during September 1939 which illustrate
the rate changes which took place for air mail conveyed by both I.A. and K.L.M. They are a remarkable set of
covers which illustrate not only rates but also the early application of censorship rules and handstamps. I am
sure I am not the only one who finds it difficult to come by material from the very early stages of the war.
Thank you for sharing it with us Keith.

MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE UK,

THE WARTIME PERIOD

Letter addressed to the U.K. and intended to be flown by Imperial Airways but it was
refused tronsmission by the censors. The letter apparently did not carry the name
or address of the sender anywhere, this was a breach of wartime requlations. |t
could not be returned to the sender so appears to have been sent to the D.L.O. at
Ipoh, its fate from then on is a mystery. The cover is franked by two different
stamp issues of Perak probably because the 25 cents "full foce” Sultan value had not

yet been issued. The Taiping postmark is dated 4th November 1939,

BY AIR MAIL
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Rate - 55 cents per half ounce
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE UK,

DUTCH AIRLINES (K.L.M.)

Censored cover sent under the very little used K.L.M, Service from Sinqapore
to Birmingham. The Service was little used due to the availability of the alter-

native Imperial Airways B8 cents *All-up® rate to the U.IK. This rate with the

K.L.M. superscription should not be confused with the same rate introduced on

the outbreak of W.W. Il by Imperial Airways. This example of this short lived

¥

little used K. .M. rate bears g Singapore postmark doted 2nd Sept. 1939.

BY AIR MAIL
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Rate - 55 cents per halt cunce{K.L M.} airmail to the U.K,

Keith says that the K.L.M. 55 cents per half ounce rate was introduced in April 1939. The last recorded use of
it was on 9 Sept. 1939, one week after the cover above was posted.



Imperial Airways Gazette December 2007 (Issue 32)

| MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.K,

DUTCH AIRLINES (K.L.M.)

An early wertime K.L.M. cover from Kualo Lumpur to the U.K. The final Pre War rate
of 55cents appears to have applied for o week orsointo the wor before being raised

to 70 cents. From the flight before thisone oll terminated ot Naples. This letter was
almost certaily flown oboord Douglas DC3 Registered PH-ARG and named "Gier ",
(Dutch for "Vulture ), Crewed for this flight by Te Roller, Deenik; Jung, Suttorp and
de Wilde, She carried 289 kilos of mail. The Kualo Lumpur c.d.sisdtd 5th Sept. 1939.
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Raote - 55 cents per holf ounce (K.L.M.} airmail fo the UK.
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE UK.

DUTCH AIRLINES (K.L.M.)

A very early wartime K.L.M, cover from Penang $o0 Manchester, The last peace
time K.L..M. rate of 55 cents appears to have carried on for the first two waaks of
the war before being raised to 70 cents. From the flight before this one all flights
terminated at Naples. This letter was almost certainly flown aboard alrcraft
DC 3 Registered PH-ARG and named ‘Gier” (Dutch for Vulture).She was crewed
for this trip by Te Roller, Deenik, Jung, Suttorp and de Wilde, She carried 289

kilos of mail, The Penang postmark is dated the 6th of September 1939,
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Rate- 55 cents per half ounce(K.L.M.} airmail to the UK.].

Keith says that both the covers on this and the previous sheet bear the scarce Penang censor mark.
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.K.

THE WARTIME PERIOD,

This letter was carried by Imperial Airways on one of the
early wartime flights te the For East The cancellation
is dated B8th September 939 and the new wartime rate of
55 cents per half ounce was already in operation having

superceded the 8 cents "all up' rate.

BY AIR MAIL
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Rate 55 cents per half ounce.

Keith says that the earliest recorded 55 cents per half ounce wartime rate cover via [.A. is 4 Sept. 1939. This

one was posted 4 days later.
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MALAYAN AIRMAILS

TO THE U.K.

THE WARTIME PERIOD

Censored cover flown by the Dutch Airlines (K.L.M.) via Amsterdam to
London. Sent by train from the Negri Sembilan Postal Agency at Nilai
vio Kuala Lumpur to Penang the cover shows the short lived circular
censor mark of Penang. The 70 cents postal rate superseded the 55 cents

rate shortly after the outbreak of the war.{ Dutch 55 cents postal rate

not the Imperial 55 cents rate), The Nilai postmark is dated 12th Sept. 1939.
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Rate - 70 cents per half ounce airmail to the U.K,

Keith says this is the earliest recorded K.L.M. cover from Malaya to the U.K. at the wartime 70 cents per half
ounce rate.
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft

By Duncan Crewe

Having written in the last Gazette that Duncan’s cards were being presented in alphabetical order of maker’s
names and having shown the first of the Handley Page types in the June issue, I immediately contradict myself
by going back to De Havilland! So with apologies, this issue concludes with the DH91.

Imperial Airways Aircraft
DH 91 Albatross

The sleek lines of the DH 91 reveal its descent form the DH 88 Comet racer. Of all wooden
construction it was De Havilland's attempt to match the Amencan monoplanes that were
transforming air transport. The prototype first flew on 20 May 1937 but a landing accident to the
second prototype when the fuselage snapped, led to changes m the production aircraft and
delayed delivery of the aircrafl to Imperial airways until October 1938, Scheduled services started
a month later and the aircraft gave good service on the routes to Paris, Brussels and Zurich in the
months before the war. Two of the aircraft were impressed into the RAF and were destroyed in
crashes. None of the rest survived the war being lost to enemy action, crashes and eventually
grounded due to lack of spares.

DH 91 Fortuna: published by Pamlin Prints

AM705  IMPERIAL AIRWAYS - DH 91 - FORTUNA CROYDON ¢ 1939  PamlinPrints 5
. Croyden®1972 —p =

DH 91 Albatross

Length 708 Oin

Span 1041 8in

Engines 4 x De Havilland Gypsy Twelve Series

Cruising speed 210mph

Range 1040 miles

Crew 4

Passengers 22

Fleet list

Faraday G-AEVV lo RAF; crashed Reykjavik August 1941
Franklin G-AEVW to RAF: crashed Reykjavik April 1942
Frobisher G-AFDI destroyed by enemy action October 1940
Falcon G-AFD] scrapped September 1943

Fortuna G-AFDK crashed Shannon July 1943

Fingal G-AFDL crashed Pucklechurch October 1940

Fiona G-AFDM scrapped September 1943
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
DH 91 Albatross

DH 91 Faraday G-AEVV: sepia card published by Valentines

DH 91 Faraday G-AEVV: glossy card published by Valentines
r‘_>
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
DH 91 Albatross

DH 91 Franklin G-AEVW: painting by W Church published by J Salmon

DH 91 Franklin G-AEVW: in RAF service published by Valentines

b a5 |
VALENTINE & SONS, LTD..

VALENTINE'S "AIRCRAFY RECOGNITION'' CARDS DUNDEE and LONDéN
Printed in CL. Britain
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
DH 91 Albatross

DH 91 Frobisher G-AFDI: published by Real Photos
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DH 91 Frobisher G-AFDI: painting by C Ashford published by Beric Tempest
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Imperial Airways Aircraft
DH 91 Albatross

DH 91 prototype published by Valentines
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THROUGH AFRICA BY
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS
The Start  Leoving London in the

SCYLEA

SIspr RIAL ATRWAYS, No. 31 ¢
Postcard
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Shown above is the front and back of one of Duncan Crewe’s “Through Africa by Imperial Airways” post
card series, published by Tuck. The whole of the reverse is printed in brown ink but this did not reproduce
clearly on my computer and thus I had to settle for black and white.

Please see the ‘Questions and Answers’ section on page 21 and if you have any cards in this series which are
not included in Duncan’s listing, please send me details.



