
 

Issue 25 
 

June 2004 

 

Issue 32 
 

December 2007 

 



  i                December 2007 (Issue 32)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 
 
 

Contents 
 
 
 Editorial ......................................................................................................................  1 
 
 The Royal Mail Air Mail Pennant ..............................................................................  2 
 By Stan Wheatcroft 
 
 The Baghdad ~ Alexandria stage of the Indian service IW1 ......................................  8 
 By Bill Legg 
 
 Imperial Airways’ station handstamps .....................................................................  15 
 Material provided by Duncan Crewe and John Oliver 
 
 Imperial Airways’ Egyptian and East African leaflets .............................................  18 
 Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
 Your questions and answers .....................................................................................  21 
  
 Imperial Airways’ baggage labels ~ a follow-up .....................................................  23 
 Material provided by Duncan Crewe & Bryan Dudley-Stamp 
 
 A cover via service BA1 ..........................................................................................  25 
 Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
  
 First I.A. Eastern service diverted via Malta.............................................................  26 
 Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
 Early WWII Malayan airmails .................................................................................  27 
 Material provided by Keith Elliot 
 
 Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft ..................................................................  33 
 By Duncan Crewe 
 
 Tuck’s “Through Africa by Imperial Airways” post card ........................................  38 
 Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 
  
 
 
 

Front cover illustration: Postcard sent by Duncan Crewe.  For a full description and a view of the reverse, see bottom of 
page 14. 

Editor: Peter Wingent  Telephone: 
 4 Twyford Court  01962 851780 
 Northlands Drive 
 Winchester 
 Hampshire  e-mail: 
 SO23 7AL  pete@winge.freeserve.co.uk 



Imperial Airways Gazette              December 2007 (Issue 32)          1 
 
 

Editorial 
 
First I must apologise for the very late arrival of this edition of the Gazette.  I have pondered for quite some 
time as to how I should explain the circumstances and have decided to be open about it.  In August I had a 
heart attack, as some of you know.  I think I have been fully recovered physically for some time but I was 
unpleasantly surprised to find that mentally I felt quite lethargic and in not very high spirits.  So far as air 
mails are concerned, I lost my enthusiasm completely and have found it very difficult to settle down to 
produced this latest Gazette and I have not written up a single cover since before August.  I have been told 
that my experience is not uncommon and so I am hoping my spirits will return to normal soon. 
 
Well, enough of that.  So although I missed wishing you all a Happy Christmas this year, it is not too late to 
say Happy New Year and I hope it proves to be a good one for your researching and collecting interests. 
 
I hope you will enjoy this latest Gazette and think that the new-look in colour is an improvement.  Until now, I 
have been using the Southampton Philatelic Society photocopier to produce the Gazette, ably assisted by our 
member John Berridge.  However, the Society has bought a new disc-driven colour copier which is super but 
the cost is prohibitive.  Therefore I am intending to print this edition on my own inkjet printer.  At the time of 
writing, I don’t know what the results will be and it will certainly take me a long time with nearly 1,000 
copies to produce.  However, I hope the sight of covers in colour will inspire at least some of you to send me 
material for future editions because, as always, I have very little. 
 
Once again I have to thank a stalwart few for the contents of this edition and perhaps most of all, Duncan 
Crewe, who has had a hand in no less than seven of the eleven items within.  Thank goodness you retired early 
Duncan! 
 
I haven’t much news concerning air mails in general but one useful research tool has come to light recently.  
Whilst visiting my local library a few months ago I was told that “The Times” newspaper (editions from 1789 
to 1989) is now available on line via the library website.  I can access it via the Hampshire Library website, 
using my library card number as ID.  If you are interested, I suggest you consult your local library to find out 
if the facility is available in your area and how to use it.  (I told Stan Wheatcroft about it and he found that it is 
available to the public of Leicestershire).  Suffice to say that I can now sit at home and access all the “Aircraft 
Movements” which I spent two years copying out from the microfilm reader in the library!!  Also, on the 
same pages are the “Mails and Shipping Movements” so if you have a cover carried by sea, you may well be 
able to find the ship and sailing dates for it.   If you are interested, have a go and if you have problems just 
‘phone me and I’ll talk you through it.  Unfortunately, it is not like viewing via a microfilm reader, in that one 
cannot scroll through pages.  Instead, one has to type in a search word, but “Mails and Shipping” brings up all 
the above-mentioned information and “Imperial Airways” brings up over 3,000 hits for the 1931 to 1939 
period.  It is well worth investigating. 
 
Finally, I must remind you that the subscription for 2008 is due.  This may sound harsh, but I am afraid 
that if I do not receive payment, I will assume that membership is no longer wanted and I will not send copies 
of future editions.  This will save me chasing up and asking embarrassing questions!! 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual subscription:  £10  (due now) 
 

Please make cheques payable to P.Wingent (address shown opposite) 

Mustn’t 
forget! 

I’ll send it 
right away! 
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The Royal Air Mail Pennant 
 

Material provided by Stan Wheatcroft 
 

Lot number 319 of the BAeF (now BAMS) auction which closed on 5 October, was described simply as 
“Royal Mail Aircraft Pennant together with Regulations as to its use.”  Stan made a successful bid and he has 
kindly provided illustrations of the pennant and the regulations, together with a card commemorating the first 
use of the pennant on a service flight (this card is now in the collection of Terry Hare-Walker and is 
reproduced with his permission).  Interestingly, in the “Regulations” the pennant is named a “Distinguishing 
Pendant.”  Perhaps in the 1930s the word ‘pendant’ had a slightly wider meaning! 
 
Prior to the departure of Eastern service IE270 on Saturday, 26 May 1934, the Post Office presented the first 
air mail pennant to Imperial Airways which was duly flown for the first time on the HP42 Hengist which flew 
the Croydon to Paris stage of the service.  The ceremony is described in the report published in “The Times” 
of 28 May 1934, shown on page 5.  The report also describes how in general practice, pennant’s were to be 
flown whilst aircraft taxied and were to be lowered just before take-off and hoisted again immediately on 
landing.  This also applied to the Civil Air Ensign, seen together with the pennant in the photo below. 
 
Many thanks to Stan for sharing this remarkable and extremely rare piece of ephemera with us.  
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Above: Photograph showing an I.A. captain displaying 
the Royal Air Mail pennant on the HP42 Hengist.  Is this 
photo of Captain Horsey, taken on the day of the 
presentation ceremony, or of another captain at a later 
date? 
 
Right:  Report from “The Times” newspaper, Monday, 
28 May 1934 edition. 
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Shown below is a cover, postmarked Croydon Aerodrome, flown on the first I.A. service to Australia, and 
opposite is the letter enclosed, written by Stan’s Uncle Will.  Those of you who collect this material will, I am 
sure, be aware that both Hengist and Horatius flew the Croydon to Paris stage of this service and that the 
photographs of the departure seen usually in books and magazines are of Hengist flying both the Air Mail 
pennant and the Civil Air Ensign.  Hence Stan thought it appropriate to include the cover here. 
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The Baghdad ~ Alexandria stage of Indian service IW1 
 

Material provided by Bill Legg 
 
Bill has sent me what he describes as a small postscript to Stan Wheatcroft’s article in the June 2006 Gazette 
on the first services to India with Sir Samuel Hoare.  He refers in particular to the Baghdad ~ Alexandria stage 
of the first return service (IW1) on which the Baghdad mail was not carried by the I.A. DH66 Hercules City of 
Baghdad but was instead flown by R.A.F. aircraft.  In Stan’s article (page 19 of the June 2006 Gazette) the 
reason given for the non-carriage of the Iraqi mails is that Lord Chetwynd ordered the aircraft to leave 2¾ 
hours early to provide time to meet Sir Samuel Hoare and return to England for the reassembling of 
Parliament.  However, in the second paragraph of the article from Flight magazine of 18 April 1929 (shown 
pages 9 and 10) the reason given for the non-carriage of the Iraqi mail was that the Indian mail was so heavy, 
it was not possible to carry the mail from Baghdad. 
 
Bill feels that the reason given in Flight does not appear very likely because if the aircraft was overloaded in 
Iraq, it would still have been overloaded in Egypt, unless, of course the Calcutta flying boat had a greater 
capacity than the Hercules. 
 
I found the answer to this latter point in R.E.G. Davies new book, “British Airways, Vol. 1, the Imperial 
Years,” where the MGTOW (maximum ground take-off weight) of a Hercules is given as 15,600 lbs. and for a 
Calcutta as 22,500 lbs.  Thus it would appear that the Calcutta could have coped with the extra load. 
 
Bill and I both feel that the ‘too heavy mail’ reason given in Flight is unlikely to be true and is probably a 
cover-up for the correct but more embarrassing reason given by Stan in his article, i.e. that Lord Chetwynd 
should not have forced an early departure from Baghdad which caused the mail to be left behind and that this 
was such a serious misjudgement he was forced to retire from his directorship of I.A. 
 
Shown below is a copy of a cover sent in by Bill, datestamped Baghdad, 9 April 1929, which was flown to 
Alexandria by the R.A.F. to catch up with service IW1. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill also sent a major article from Flight magazine of 4 April 1929 which provides much useful detail relating 
to the first services to India.  This article is shown on pages 11 to 14.  Many thanks for all this Bill. 
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Above is the reverse of Duncan Crewe’s post card featured on the front cover.  It shows the AW Argosy City 
of Liverpool and was flown on the first I.A. experimental service to Australia (IE106).  Duncan says he does 
not know who published it, although it looks like a Salmon card but they always seemed to put their names on 
their publications.  Does anyone have the answer please?  Thank you for sharing this lovely item Duncan. 
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Imperial Airways’ station handstamps 
 

Material provided Duncan Crewe and John Oliver 
 

On page 25 in the last issue of the Gazette, I provided a brief history of our study of the I.A. handstamps.  
Now two more have come to light thanks to Duncan and John.  Shown below is a post card sent to me by John 
which was struck with the Imperial Airways, Gaza, handstamp.  Without postal markings, the card was 
probably enclosed in an envelope along with a letter to the un-named addressee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverse of card, showing 
handstamp, is reproduced full size. 
 

Picture side is reduced size. 
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The Hong Kong covers shown on this and the page opposite were sent to me by Duncan Crewe.  Both the 
front and the reverse of each are shown full size.  As the I.A. Hong Kong handstamp is quite small and has 
E.V. Dolby’s signature across it, I have inset an enlarged detail of it.  Duncan wrote that the cover was 
prepared on the assumption that it would be sent by the first despatch via Bangkok.  Instead, as the note on the 
reverse indicates, it was sent via Penang.  Duncan suspects it was an I.A. test cover, as Dolby was manager in 
Hong Kong. 
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Whilst the cover on this page does not bear an I.A. handstamp, it is included because it is an interesting related 
item showing the Imperial Airways, Hong Kong insignia on the reverse and was written by Captain 
Ballantine, an I.A. pilot, to either his wife or mother in England. 
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Imperial Airways’ Egyptian and East African leaflets 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 

Duncan continues to find extremely rare ephemera and is very generous in sharing it with us.  The Egyptian 
and East African leaflets shown on this and the following pages contain much useful information concerning 
rates and posting times.  Once again, thank you for sending me this material Duncan. 
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Pages 18 & 19 show the Spring 1935 East African leaflet.  The original is printed in red, which I have retained 
for the outside sheet but in this colour it was almost illegible for the inside, above.  Since this contains much 
useful information, I have reproduced it in black and white which proved to be far more legible. 
 

The May 1933 Egyptian leaflet is shown on the next page.  Both leaflets are of the folding type.  The East 
African one being a 6-page concertina type and the Egyptian one being a 4-page centrally folded type.
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Your questions and answers 
 
This item did not appear in the last Gazette because I received neither any questions nor any answers!  This 
time I have two questions from Duncan Crewe: 
 
Q.9.  The table below lists a series of Tuck post cards entitled “Though Africa by Imperial Airways” which 
features views of the route and points of interest at the stops.  The captions are on the back of the cards and 
are printed in brown ink.  The captions given in the table are abbreviated ones.  There is usually a line of 
descriptive text following.  All the cards listed are black and white, standard size and landscape format, except 
no. 34, which is portrait format.  (See the back page of this edition for an example of these cards). 
 
Duncan would much appreciate any additions which can be made to his listing.  Given that Duncan has made 
major contributions to both this and previous Gazettes, it would be good if members could respond by digging 
through their collections and responding by adding to the listing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q.10.  Duncan recently purchased from a fellow member what must be a very rare item.  It is the wallet of the 
Imperial Airways’ steward H.W. Dawson.  This is shown on the next page.  He also obtained two photographs 
of H.W. Dawson which are shown below.  Duncan would much appreciate biographical information regarding 
this steward that members can provide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo is captioned, “H.W. Dawson – Steward.” 
 

Card no. Caption on reverse Description 
23 Sudd Southern Sudan Aerial view of Sudd Southern Sudan 
24 Mt. Kilimanjaro, Kenya Mt. Kilimanjaro Snow on the Equator 
26 The Victoria Falls Victoria Falls taken from the Rhodesian side 
27 The Temple of Queen Hatshepsu Aerial view of temple 
28 Mount Kenya Infra red photo of mount Kenya from ground 
29 The Rand Airport, Johannesburg Model of Rand airport 
30 Elephants in the Sudan Aerial shot of elephants in the Sudan 
31 The start.  Leaving London in Scylla Passengers boarding Scylla at Croydon 
33 Perthenon, Athens Ground view of Parthenon, Athens 
34 Alexandria Aerial view of Alexandria Harbour 
35 The citadel in cairo Aerial view of the citadel, Cairo 
36 Temple of Isis on Philae Island, Egypt Aerial view of submerged temple 
37 Natives of the Shiluk tribe HP42 with tribesmen in front 
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Above: 
Photo captioned, “Lower – H.W. Dawson – Steward.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Opposite top: 
Front of the wallet (reduced size).  When opened out, 
the wallet measures 10” wide x 7¾” high (254 x 197 
mm). 
 
 
 
 
 
Opposite centre: 
Inscription on the inside of the wallet. 
 
 
 
 
 
Opposite bottom: 
The same inscription used on the Christmas card sent 
to South Africa via the 1931 experimental service. 
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Imperial Airways’ Baggage Labels ~ a follow up 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe and Bryan Dudley-Stamp 
 

In the last issue of the Gazette (June 2007) Duncan Crewe illustrated his superb collection of I.A. baggage 
labels.  The article captured the interest of Bryan Dudley-Stamp who discovered a number of new labels 
which he sent to Duncan.  The illustrations are poor quality and in black and white.  I do not know where 
Bryan obtained them but I suspect from the internet and probably they were ebay items.  However, well done 
for spotting them Bryan and thank you for taking the trouble to send them to Duncan which has enabled him 
to update the listing. 
 
Duncan wrote to me as follows: 
 
“Thanks to information sent by Bryan Dudley-Stamp, a number of new labels have been identified.  The type 
numbers refer to the labels in the original article. 
 
 
Type 165 Bryan confirms Cairo as a printed destination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Type 166 As well as the destinations listed, Cologne should be added as a new one. 
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Type 169 Two new destinations should be added: Brussels and Hannover.  Bryan also sent an 

illustration of the London label being used as a baggage tag.” 
 

 
 
 
 
Type 177 Duncan was unable to illustrate this type in the original article but he has now obtained a 

beautiful example which is shown below.  This same design was used on an Imperial Airways’ 
October 1930 European timetable and also has been reproduced on a modern post card. 

 

 
 
 
Finally, Bryan also sent Duncan details of an internet auction lot which included an example of the tie-on 
label, Fig. 10 in the original article, showing that it was in use by August 1936. 
 
Duncan is very grateful to Bryan for all the extra information he has provided and for giving him yet more 
items to look for! 
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Cover via service BA1 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 

The cover shown below was sent in by Duncan Crewe and is the first example he has seen of mail conveyed 
by the short-lived I.A. Basra ~ Alexandria service.  It was flown on 4 March 1938 by service BA1, operated 
by the HP42 Helena.  (See pages 31 & 34 of Aircraft Movements on I.A. Eastern Route, Vol. 2 for details). 
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First I.A. Eastern service to be diverted via Malta 
 

Material provided by Duncan Crewe 
 

The cover shown below was posted in Waltham Cross at 8PM on 2 March 1935 and was backstamped at 
Baghdad on the 11th (arrived late on 10th; backstamped next morning) and Teheran 16th.  It was flown by 
I.A. service IE320 which was the first service to be diverted via Malta during the Greek rebellion.  In addition, 
the mail was involved in an accident to the HP42 Helena which damaged her tail fin when leaving Alexandria, 
causing the mail to be transferred to the HP42 Hanno.  (See details on page 139 of Aircraft Movements on I.A. 
Eastern Route, Vol. 1 by Wingent). 
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Early WWII Malayan airmails 
 

Material provided by Keith Elliot 
 

Keith has very kindly sent six examples of covers flown from Malaya during September 1939 which illustrate 
the rate changes which took place for air mail conveyed by both I.A. and K.L.M.  They are a remarkable set of 
covers which illustrate not only rates but also the early application of censorship rules and handstamps.  I am 
sure I am not the only one who finds it difficult to come by material from the very early stages of the war.  
Thank you for sharing it with us Keith. 
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Keith says that the K.L.M. 55 cents per half ounce rate was introduced in April 1939.  The last recorded use of 
it was on 9 Sept. 1939, one week after the cover above was posted. 
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Keith says that both the covers on this and the previous sheet bear the scarce Penang censor mark. 
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Keith says that the earliest recorded 55 cents per half ounce wartime rate cover via I.A. is 4 Sept. 1939.  This 
one was posted 4 days later. 
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Keith says this is the earliest recorded K.L.M. cover from Malaya to the U.K. at the wartime 70 cents per half 
ounce rate. 
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 

Having written in the last Gazette that Duncan’s cards were being presented in alphabetical order of maker’s 
names and having shown the first of the Handley Page types in the June issue, I immediately contradict myself 
by going back to De Havilland!  So with apologies, this issue concludes with the DH91. 
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Shown above is the front and back of one of Duncan Crewe’s “Through Africa by Imperial Airways” post 
card series, published by Tuck.  The whole of the reverse is printed in brown ink but this did not reproduce 
clearly on my computer and thus I had to settle for black and white. 
 
Please see the ‘Questions and Answers’ section on page 21 and if you have any cards in this series which are 
not included in Duncan’s listing, please send me details. 


