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Editorial
Firstly, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

You may remember that in the last issue | made a plea for contributions for the Gazette and thanks to nine of
you, I have managed to produce this issue, in which | hope you will find items of interest. Ed Wolf has
written another major article, this time dealing with Imperial Airways 1931 experimental flights to Australia.
Ed has included data obtained during his researches at The British Postal Museum & Archive, London, and
thus I expect those of you who collect and study these flights will find some information which is new to you.
My thanks also go to John Oliver, who never ceases to amaze me with the original and often unique material
he sends me for us all to share. This time John has contributed three fascinating items. Apart from Ed and
John, seven others supplied material for this issue which gives the magazine variety. My thanks to you all.

As in the last issue, I have to tell you once again that | have used all the material sent to me and therefore, at
the moment | have none for the June 2007 edition! So here I go again making a plea that you continue to send
me material and now | have a proposal which may or may not be acceptable to the majority of members. It is
this: would you wish to increase our range of study to include WWII services operated by BOAC? 1 make
this proposal for the following reasons: firstly, interest in wartime services seems to be increasing, probably at
least partly due to a steady flow of books on the subject having been published in recent years and secondly, I
wonder if by increasing the scope of our interest it would lead to me receiving more material for publication!

I emphasise that my proposal is to limit wartime services only to those of BOAC, and any feeder services.
Given that Imperial Airways became BOAC in April 1940, it could be viewed as studying the history of
Imperial Airways in the same way as studying Instone Airlines, Daimler Airways, etc.: IA’s precursors in the
early 1920s. In addition, I know that many of you have an interest in the Short flying boats and these
continued to operate the BOAC horseshoe route and other services during the war. As an example, shown
below is a cover flown by the S23 Castor on the BOAC Madagascar ~ Kenya service, which opened in
January 1943 and continued until August 1945,
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I suspect some of you may be horrified by my proposal and others enthused. Therefore I ask that when you
send me your subscription for 2007, you also let me know your feelings. They can be brief, either “Great
idea” or “Wingent, you’re mad” will suffice!

BRITISH GENSORSHIP

Despite the change in the Post Office charging system for larger items, | have tested a dummy Gazette
package and was pleased to find that the postage changed very little from previously. Therefore, at the
moment there is no need to increase the subscription. But please don’t forget to send me your £10. Thanks!

Musin't
forget!

I'll send it

Annual subscription: £10 (due Ist January 2007) right away!

Please make cheques payable to P.Wingent (address shown opposite)
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The 1931 Imperial Airways Experimental Airmail Flights
By Ed Wolf

The months of April and May 1931 were significant for their burst of activity in international flights to Australia. Other
than extending from Karachi to Delhi in 1929 the British mail route had required the use of steamers to deliver the post to
Australia’s shores. Then suddenly two flights by Imperial Airways in the space of a month came rushing through to
Australia. This article aims to relate the events, adding new detail to Douglas Walker's' excellent account of the flights
and supplying new information on the quantity of mail.

The opening shot.

An internal memo in British postal archives® reveals the story.

“Mr. Kidner.

Mr. Woods-Humphery, Managing Director of Imperial Airways, rang up this morning regarding the extension of the
London - Delhi Air Service to Australia on two occasions. The Company proposes to make the first of these extensions
next Saturday, April 4th, in order that the first flight may be carried out before the bad weather over the Timor Sea sets
in.

The reason for these flights is that unless a move is made by the British Company, it is almost certain that the Dutch
Company (K.L.M.) which runs from Holland to the Dutch East Indies will take the opportunity of extending their line to
Australia in order to be the first in the field. It is therefore a question of prestige.

For obvious reasons, the Company want to carry mails and are willing to do so for 25/- a lb., which would enable us to
fix a combined fee of 1/- a ¥ oz.

Since writing the above, the Air Ministry have also rung up to say that they attach very considerable importance to these
Mlights and that they are anxious that they should be advertised for mails.

We have always rigidly declined to use experimental flights for the carriage of mails (e.g. R.100, to Canada). It would,
however, be possible perhaps to get over this objection, if the flights were advertised, not as experimental, but as what in
Jact they really are, that is to say, extensions of the existing service to Delhi. In this way, we could satisfy the legitimate
aspirations of the Air Ministry and Imperial Airways and, at the same time, maintain the principles mentioned above. If
this course were taken, it would doubtless be essential to make it clear to the Air Ministry that we should expect them to
give no encouragement in future to persons making experimental flights who wanted to carry mails.

The question is of course rather urgent, and | submit the matter for decision. The Air Ministry have pressed for an
answer by Monday.

D.O.L. 28.iii.31"

The initials were those of Captain D.O. Lumley of the Airmail Department of the General Post Office in London .C.1.
The memo date was Saturday and the urgency is in the last paragraph.

Marginal corrections state that: the flights from London would be on April 4" & April 25™; the 25/- proposal was
amended to 27/6d and that the 1/- rate was amended to 1/4d to include Indian and Australian internal charges.

In manuscript under this typed memo is recorded:

“The Secretary,

[ think these flights are on rather a different footing from experimental flights of the usual kind. If mails were not
carried, the demonstration would lose a good deal of its effect and it seems difficult to refuse the Air Ministry request. If
you agree, the necessary arrangements will be made for the despatch of a mail to Australia by each of the two flights and
an announcement made in the Press, the P.O. Daily List and the P.0. Circular.

Initials indecipherable 28/3/31"

And again underneath this in a different manuscript
“ I agree, but I would not object if the flights being advertised as experimental- in fact there is some advantage in it. It
will bring home to the senders that they use it at their own risk and it will prevent the public being surprised if it does not

immediately develop into a regular service.  Initialled KM 28/3"

So with no more than 7 days notice the London Post Office swung into action to save British prestige!

' Douglas Walker, Airmails of New Zealand volume 11, The airmail Society of NZ, 1986
? Post office archives and record centre, Phoenix Place, Mount Pleasant, London WC| Post33/679-80.
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The public were notified via the press and the smaller Post Offices were informed through the normal postal channels. A
number of letters on file indicate that some of the public missed out on the participation because their local post office
was unaware of the event.

The flight.

The regular scheduled departure on Saturday April 4™ 1931 saw the Armstrong Whitworth Argosy “City of Coventry”
take off from Croydon at 8.30 am with its normal Indian mail via the European Balkan route of Cologne, Nuremburg,
Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Uskub (Skopje) train to Salonika. Then by Short * Calcutta™ flying boat to Athens and
Alexandria. By DH66 to Gaza, Rutbah Wells, Baghdad, Basra, Bushire, Lingeh, Bundar Abbas, Jask, Charbar, Gwardar
and Karachi. Additional mail bound for points beyond Delhi to East India, Burma, Strait Settlements, Dutch East Indies,
Australia and New Zealand are known to have been carried.

The mail reached Karachi on April 12th and was then transferred to DH66 “City of Cairo” an Imperial Airways aircraft.
Normally Indian State Air Service aircraft would have flown the route as far as Delhi but because of the experimental
nature, Imperial was granted the right to fly their Karachi—Jodhpur-Delhi leg. The route followed was Allahabad,
Calcutta, Akyab, Rangoon, via Victoria Point to Alor Star where no mail was dropped nor picked up, Singapore where
the Alor Star mail was disembarked, to Batavia via Muntok, to Sourabaya via Semarang and Rambang, to Koepang. At
Koepang it crashed on April 19" whilst looking for an emergency-landing site following fuel shortage. The final note
from the Post Office’s original deliberations had come true!

The crashed mail was picked up initially by the Dutch postal authorities on Timor but was handed over to Kingsford
Smith in his “Southern Cross’. The Australian authorities had hurriedly chartered it to substitute for the Imperial aircrafi.
Smith also carried back to Australia Imperial’s captain Mollard and engincer Garner as far as Darwin. They were
instructed by their office to “catch the Darwin to Perth train” to purchase a surplus Western Australian DH66. As there
was no train service, the journey was completed by ship. Meanwhile the mail travelled south via QANTAS and ANA as
had been previously arranged with Imperial and the postal authorities.

Quantity carried from U.K.
A manuscript note in the British archives sheds some light on the amount of mail carried.
“The secretary.

Below are particulars of the number of bags and the gross weight for each destination despatched by the Ist experimental
Australian flight on the 4 inst:-

Mail No of Bags Gross
Weight.
Lbs. Oz

Calcutta I 13 8
Rangoon ! 15 -
Singapore 3 67 11
Port Darwin 2 11 -
Adelaide ! 16 8
Brisbane I 37 8
Melbourne * 2 67 8
Perth I 16 12
Sydney # 3 138 11
Total 384 2

D.J.Evans (signed)

For Assistant Controller

LPS.EC. 74.1931"

* Melbourne mail incorporated Tasmania.
# Sydney mail incorporated mail destined for New Zealand.
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Australian Records of incoming quantities.
The Australian Post Office’ recorded the following in relation to the same information

To Australia on 1™ Experimental
Number of Net Weight

For Articles Ib. Oz,
NSW 6,684 149 15%
VIC 2,814 61 4%
Q'ld 1,470 36 5%
S.A. 695 17 10
W.A. 781 17 10%
TAS 228 S 2
Darwin 516 10 9
Total 13,188 298 9%

When we add the weight carried from Croydon to Australian ports from the British statistics we get 287 Ibs 15 oz gross

so that including the weight of 10 bags there is a discrepancy of less than 12 Ibs for mail picked up after Croydon. The
PMG figures allow us to determine that the mean weight per letter was .02264 Ibs (a little more than a 1/3" of an ounce)
and so about 500 letters could have been added only for the whole journey.

John Pickering® states that a total of 1,818 items were taken on board from 7 places in Burma and India [Karachi,
Jodhpur, Delhi, Allahabad, Calcutta, Akyab and Rangoon E.W.] of which 495 were for Indian destinations, 556 for

Burma, 207 for Malaya and the remaining 560 for Australia and beyond [NZ]. This equates with the above calculations
and other observations.

Remember also that this mail included a number of publicity covers from Imperial Airways which came in large (DL)

format envelopes and contained an inserted roneoed letter, so a considerable portion WOULD have been at the % oz
level.

Thus a total of 13,188 covers were received into Australia in the First Experimental mail, incorporating the 560 covers
from intermediates, which included covers starting from India and Burma. Most of the covers from these intermediates

were addressed to NSW (or New Zealand) as only this destination shows a significant increase over the British Post
Office figures.

Registered letter quantity.

A further fact came to light when sniffing through the archives. The Journey was extended beyond Delhi for the first time
as has already been stated. Normal insurance cover would already exist for that part of the trip to Delhi, the insurers
being anxious to determine what premium they needed to add for the extension service, Secretary S.A Dismore of
Imperial Airways made an enquiry to the Post Office to determine the amount of registered letters carried as it was felt
that these letters, presumably containing some valuables, needed cover under the insurance plan.

The Post Office responded:

"My dear Dismore,
Your note of the 9",
The number of registered letters sent in the Australian air mails was 188, I should imagine that a fair proportion of these

would be philatelists’ letters & therefore not recurring traffic.
Yours sincerely

NG (Nev Greenwood?)
10/4/31"

* PMG (Post Master General) annual report 1930-1931 p.13
* John Pickering “The routes of the Valkyries", Picton publishing, Chippenham, Great Britain 1977 p.21
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U.K. Postal co-operation with Imperial

The cooperation between the postal authorities and Imperial Airways was clearly quite good as can be seen from the
following archival correspondence between Imperial and the Post Office that at the same time sheds light on what a lucky
aerophilatelist may consider a mysterious cancellation.

On Imperial Airways Letter head.
“TMO/1208/DHH 7" April 1931.

Dear Lumley,

I am writing to thank you for the very courteous and efficient way in which the Post Office dealt with the first air mail to
Australia. Apparently in the rush to despatch letters on Friday night one or two were unstamped and the air mail
department were kind enough to ring up and ask if they should put the stamps on and collect from us and what should be
done. We took advantage of their offer and asked them to stamp for us.

Secondly on Saturday morning in the ordinary post we had a number of envelopes from collectors asking for them to be
sent on the first service, which by then had of course gone. The clerk-in-waiting at the Post Office was able in a very few
minutes to fix up a supplementary despatch to go on our 12.30 to Paris and overtake the Australian mail. It struck us
that this was a particularly smart and efficient piece of work and we were anxious you should know how much we
appreciate it, and perhaps you will convey to the clerk-in-waiting and other officials how much we appreciated their
efforts.
Yours faithfully,
Dennis S, Handover

Thank you for the stamps!!! DH "

How the extra mail “caught up" from Paris to Cologne is not stated. It is known that Cologne was at that time the
central clearing place for most European airlines, the interchange accurring on the tarmac at about 2 am! [f you have a
letter posted with a London or King Edward Street postmark dated 4" April with a time stamp before say 12 midday it
DID travel on the first experimental despite the “City of Caventry” having departed Croydon much earlier at 8.30 am in
the morning.

Indian and other overseas quantities

Although we have so far concentrated on the mail that lefi the U.K. and the mail that was received in Australia there is a
further aspect to be considered. It is of course possible, though not recorded, that items were added along the Persian
Gulf. For the Indian subcontinent, Burma and the Strait Settlements this was also a first time a direct connection with
Australia, after Delhi, was possible.

Consequently the Indian philatelists saw to it that this flight received due recognition. Dr, Stephen Smith and Charles
Griffiths - both in Calcutta - prepared covers, which would celebrate India’s involvement. For each expected stop east
after Karachi viz. Allahabad, Jodhpur, Delhi, Calcutta, Akyab, Rangoon, Tavoy, Victoria Point, Alor Star, Singapore,
Batavia, Bima and Darwin covers were prepared by them and possibly others - sometimes in very small quantities -
sometimes without the actual number being recorded,

The following is Stephen Smith’s’ attempt to record some of the quantities.
Karachi —> Allahabad (14), Calcutta (72)
Jodhpur -> Calcutta (25)
Delhi -> Calcutta (85)
Allahabad-> Calcutta (148), Akyab (6), Rangoon (32), Victoria Point (5)
Calcutta -> Akyab (32), Rangoon (228), Victoria Point (30), Singapore (57), Darwin (91)
other Australian destinations (127).

It should be noted that this Calcutta mail alone adds 216 envelopes to those reaching Australia. A considerable quantity
said to be 500 was added for Australia at Rangoon and a further 480 approximately came from Singapore.

A mail of 3,246 grams is recorded by the Strait Settlements postal authorities® between Penang and the Dutch East Indies.
From Sourabaya and Koepang mail is known and recorded by the Dutch Airmail catalogue’, to have been sent to
Australia, but the quantity is unknown,

* Stephen Smith, "Fi ights in India”, Indian Airmail Society, 1932? Retold in FIAP Journal 1993 by Dr.D.J.Banerjea
® Post 33/679-80 Strait Settlements Acctg Postmaster General Letter to Imperial dated 31 December 1931,
7 1.Boesman “POSTVLUCHTEN”, Davo Deventer, The Netherlands, 1970 pp 16C -17C
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Further in correspondence between Imperial Airways (August 19 1931) and the U.K. postal authority” a claim is raised
for mail on the first flight carried from Karachi to Allahabad (71 grams), Calcutta (255 grams) and Rangoon (120 grams).
Here is a severe case of penny pinching as the claim was at the rate of 10/6d per Ib for the various sectors. Because of the
zealous accounting we at least have a quantity recorded,

The author is in possession of several covers of this Indian section of the flight and has weighed them to determine the
quantity involved. There were 3 types of correspondence — cards, normal letters and large letters (6%4” x 5%") - and the
relative mixture is unknown. On evidence there appear to be more cards than letters. Most letters were of the philatelic
variety i.e. no content and thus were lighter than might normally be expected. Using 10 samples of each type, cards
weighed 4 grams, normal letters averaged 3 grams and the large envelopes 8 grams. On the basis of these weights the
quantities from Karachi would thus appear to be Allahabad 9-24 articles, Calcutta 30-72, and Rangoon 15-40, These are
minute numbers indeed.

Additionally the author has cards and covers commencing from other sectors such as Jodhpur, Delhi, Allahabad,
Calcutta, Rangoon etc. According to Imperial accounts NO MAIL was carried yet the evidence through cancellations
proves that they did. The Imperial accountant thus overlooked further revenue at the 10/6d rate!

Cachets and other special cancellations outward flight

Because of the short notice not only did individuals miss out on participating in the first experimental flight, but also the
time to prepare special cancellations was short in the UK. Postal authorities, along the way up to Delhi, had no reason to
treat this flight as different from other Imperial flights and hence one would not expect to find special effects until well
into India.

e Imperial Airways produced a long envelope with the printed cachet 1¥ / ENGLAND / AUSTRALIA /
OFFICIAL / AIR MAIL / 1931 / by / IMPERIAL AIRWAYS” over a map of Australia on the left of the
envelope. These were addressed to Imperial customers or contacts in Australia.

* No official cachet was prepared at the U.K. end to indicate this first experimental flight although covers exist
which carry the violet cachet “VIA IMPERIAL AIRWAYS, / 1™ EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT / ENGLAND TO
AUSTRALIA." This unofficial cachet is believed to originate in Calcutta (most likely by Stephen Smith) and
was applied retrospectively.

e At Jodhpur Aerodrome the canceller is known with the date inverted on April 13

e At Allahabad and Calcutta covers originating from Stephen Smith are known to exist with the 3 lines “VIA
IMPERIAL AIRWAYS.” etc. the unofficial cachet mentioned above both in black and violet. This cachet is
sometimes seen as an obliterator of stamps and sometimes it appears on the back or diagonally on the front

¢ At Rangoon all incoming terminating mail received the small rectangular official black or violet cachet reading
“FIRST AIRMAIL/BURMA-AUSTRALIA” in error on the front of the covers. Technically this cachet should
have been used only for mail from Burma travelling east! Some inward covers also exist with the correct cachet
in purple used as a back stamp reading “FIRST AIRMAIL/EUROPE-BURMA”. Some outward mail from
Rangoon did NOT receive any cachet. As the total mail from Rangoon at 500 seems rather large, perhaps the
count was taken on cachet application being both incoming and outgoing

e Mail terminating and commencing at Singapore received a 5 line electric strike as a back stamp reading
“IMPERIAL AIRWAYS/LTD/LONDON-AUSTRALIA/AIR MAIL/ FIRST FLIGHT”. Because of a faulty
pressure mechanism most of these strikes are virtually indecipherable

e No special cachets or markings are known from the Dutch East Indies.

e Australian authorities did not make any special notation, the Sydney mail receiving an electric strike as a back
stamp reading in 3 lines and boxed in a rectangle “AIR MAIL/SECTION/ G.P.O *

* Post 33/679-80 IAL to Airmail Department General P.O. ref, TMO/177/SBT
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UK — Australia April 4 1931 1" Experimental Official cover produced by imperial Airways and addressed to its Australian
counterpart QANTAS. Note the brevity of the address and the incorrect spelling of Sydney. The sender was Mr. Handover Traffic
Manager IAL. Backstamped at Darwin 25 APR 31 and Sydney 29 Apr 11 am 1931.Content was a blank sheet of Imperial letterhead

indicating Karachi as its only Indian office.
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Jodhpur- Caleutta Aprill3 1931 1° Experimental. A Charles Griffith postcard of an intermediate mail on the Experimental service,
previous airmail having terminated at Delhi, bears the inverted date in the circular Jodhpur aerodrome cancellation. Dated 13 APR
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Rangoon — Victoria Point April 13 1931 1" Experimental. This further Charles Griffith cover of an intermediate is claimed to be
unique as the only cover dropped off at Victoria Point, See 1945 letter from Griffith attached. Most mail addressed to V.P was carried
to Rangoon and then delivered by surface on April 22 not April 15 as backstamped here and signed by postmaster Victoria Point.
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India- Australia April 13 1931 1" Experimental. A Stephen Smith created registered cover from Calcutta fo Darwin and return. A
Darwin departure cancel of 5§ MY 31 on the front is matched by a backstamped Darwin 25 31, Singapore 29 May 31, two square

D.L.O. Madras Jun 12 31 and final Calcutta 15 Jun 31 cancellations. It pays to register a cover if you want to know where it
went! Note the three line cachet is across the lower stamp.

Singapore —Australia April 11 1931 I* Experimental. A registered signed cover from Singapore to Sydney cancelled on April 11 prior
to the use of the special Imperial eleciric strike which only operated from April 16. 273 were sent from Singapore to Australia.
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The Return Flight of the First Experimental mail

Originally intended to be flown all the way by Imperial’s DH-66 aircraft from Darwin, the Koepang crash caused
Imperial to require a private charter by Kingsford Smith for the Darwin - Akyab portion of the return journey.

The “Southern Cross™ left Darwin for Koepang on April 27, then Sourabaya, Batavia, Singapore and Alor Star. The next
stop was to be Victoria Point but this was bypassed for Rangoon. Akyab was reached on May 3 where the Imperial DH-
66 G-AARY “City of Karachi” was waiting for the transfer of the mail and immediately took off for Calcutta which was
reached the same day. This aircraft was on charter to the Indian State Air Service rather than officially on Imperial
business. The following day it flew to Allahabad and reached Delhi by May 5. Here the mail was transferred to the
regular Imperial aircraft operating the route to London.

The name of the aircraft carrying the mail to Alexandria has not been recorded. A switch to the Short “Calcutta” flying

boat at Alexandria marine base took the mail to Athens via Mirabella then Salonika where the mail was transferred to a

train to Skopje and then by Armstrong Whitworth Argosy by way of Belgrade, Budapest, Vienna, Nuremberg and
Cologne to London.

Australian and New Zealand quantities on the first return flight.

For the sake of completeness we record here the quantity of the first return mail from Australia to London as supplied by
the Australian Post Office’ 1930-31 Annual Report.

From Australia for 1" Experimental

Number of Net Weight
From Articles Ib. 0Zs.
NSW 8,700 178 15 %
VIC 8.575 175 14
QLD 3914 75 3%
S.A. 2,506 55 2%
W.A. 1,455 32 84
Darwin 5,824 137 2
New Zealand 346 6 5
Total 31,584 669 1

Douglas Walker® claims that the New Zealand mail was larger in that some NZ items were destined for Singapore (47
ordinary, | registered), Rangoon (16 ordinary) and Calcutta (37 ordinary, 4 registered). The 346 recorded by the
Australian Post office appear to include mail to Athens (10 ordinary) and the rest were to London (229 ordinary and 106
registered). This leaves a discrepancy of | letter!

Indian and other overseas quantities of return mail.

As on the outgoing flight, individuals overseas seized the opportunity to commemorate the return flight having had some
more time by now to prepare for the event.

Mail from the Dutch East Indies is known but only for the Koepang - Batavia portion. Neither the quantity nor any
special markings are known from this postal authority.

From Singapore mail is known for both intermediates and final U.K. destinations.

At Alor Star an overnight stop was made but the early morning departure by Kingsford Smith caused some 33 articles
from Selangor and Perak to miss the flight much to the embarrassment of the Kedah Postal authorities’,

! PMG Annual Report op. cit.
“ Douglas Walker op. cit.
? Post 33/679-80 Letter from Sec. for Postal Affairs S.5.& F.M.S. to London Postal Authority
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Dr. Stephen Smith, at Calcutta, noted the following quantities of Indian mail
Rangoon -> Akyab 13, Calcutta 225, Allahabad 60, Delhi ?, Jodhpur 30, Karachi ?, Athens 20,Croydon 39,
Akyab -> Calcutta 42, Allahabad 25, Delhi 50, Jodhpur 10, Karachi ?, Croydon 39.
Calcutta -> Allahabad 142, Delhi 123, Jodhpur 44, Karachi 60, Athens 30, Croydon about 300
Allahabad -> Delhi 50, Jodhpur 25, Karachi 60 and Croydon ?

Despite the apparent accuracy of Smith’s annotations, there are, in the author’s collection, other flight covers for other
stages of the return flight e.g. Gwadar, Jask, Bushire, Basra, Baghdad, Gaza, Cairo and the European towns etc. The
actual numbers flown for these sectors are not currently known but are expected to be very small -less than 25.

John Pickering throws the tempting crumb * between Rangoon and Delhi 2,413 items were picked up at four places of
which 16 were Akyab; 272 for Calcutta; 173 for Allahabad: 454 for Delhi; 58 for Jodhpur and 1,439 for Karachi and
beyond.” As the landing places between Rangoon and Delhi only comprised Akyab, Calcutta and Allahabad, most likely
he meant that Rangoon was the other place. Pickering's approach is to add up the quantities by their final destination
rather than their starting point. From this destination point of view it will be seen that Smith's quantities would be Akyab
13, Caleutta 267 Allahabad 227, Delhi 223+, Jodhpur 109, Karachi 120+ adding up to 959+ for the Indian subcontinent
plus 428 1o Croydon.

Clearly the exact quantities are not determinable from these figures but it does seem to indicate the magnitude of the
mail. It can be stated that the overall mail to various intermediates is small compared to the 31,000 or so covers travelling
all the way. A case can be made regarding the relative rarity of these intermediates especially to some of the destinations
such as Akyab and Jodhpur.

Special cachets applied on the first return flight.

Douglas Walker mentions that covers exist addressed to Penang and Singapore and other intermediates bearing a New
Zealand Airmail Society label with S lines carrying the inscription “USE NEW ZEALAND'S SUNNY SKIES/N.Z.
/Permanent Airforce/ Aero Clubs/ Aerial Service/Air Mail Society”. This is an unofficial label only.

The mail from Australia had a violet cachet applied describing it as the First Official Airmail Flight from Melbourne to
London. Not all mail received this cachet. Additionally two different sized special Imperial Airways envelopes exist in
manilla with dark blue and red printing. The flight is described as ‘PER FIRST “ALL THE WAY BY AIR"” ROYAL
MAIL' quoting the carriers as ANA, QANTAS and IMPERIAL for the larger envelope, omitting the word “PER” on the
smaller. Although Indian State Air Service was to carry the mail across India they are not mentioned. Presumably the
envelopes had been prepared in advance. A similar large sized envelope but dropping the word “first” and changing the
Egyptian destination to Cairo instead of Alexandria was used for the second and subsequent flights.

A label with the same description as on the Imperial envelopes exists but appears to be a retrospective effort made in the
1990's. It is printed on “Contact” type adhesive paper.

A separate long envelope had also been prepared by Imperial containing a roneod letter from the managing director
Woods - Humphery extolling the virtues of the rapid flight possibilities from Australia to his U.K. clients.

There appears to be no special marking on the covers originating from Singapore or other parts of the Federated Malay
States.

At Rangoon a similar official cachet to the incoming flight was used reading “FIRST AIRMAIL/ BURMA-ENGLAND"
in 2 lines enclosed in a box in all outgoing mail. Certain covers addressed to Stephen Smith bear an additional 3-line
cachet. Two different types have been sighted these read * First Flight / "SOUTHERN CROSS” VH-USU. / Pilot,
Commander C. Kingsford Smith™ in green or “ First flight from Australia, / By “SOUTHERN CROSS” To Akyab. /
thence by “City of Karachi, ™ in purple or black. These cachets are not official and may have been applied by their owner
prior to addressing as the addresses are inked over the cachet.

At Akyab no special cachet was applied although covers exist with the 3-line cachet in purple reading “VIA IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS/1". EXPERIMENTAL FLIGHT/AUSTRALIA TO ENGLAND". These appear on covers addressed to
Stephen Smith sometimes on both front and back. They seem to be a private issue applied retrospectively.
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At Calcutta no official cachet was applied though again covers addressed to Stephen Smith exist with the 2 fine cachet
reading * First Flight, Australia-England,/"CITY OF KARACHL " in black. This cachet is unofficial and is mentioned for
accuracy only.

At Delhi the incoming mail received an official boxed 4-line cachet reading “ FIRST AIR FLIGHT/AUSTRALIA-
ENGLAND/DELIVERY/DELHI 4-5-31.” This cachet appears on the front of covers addressed to Delhi and sometimes
obliterates the stamp.

At Allahabad no official cachet was applied but covers have been sighted addressed to John Davis bearing a 2 line purple
cachet reading “ IMPERIAL AIRWAYS/ALLAHABAD CROYDON. It is thought to be an unofficial cachet applied
by the addressee or Stephen Smith, as the latter’s signature is known on the back of the cover.

At Athens an official cachet in 3 lines reading “AEPOITOPIKH / Biplane / A®IZIE" in red was applied to the front of
most (but not all) mail,

Australia- India April 21 1931 1™ Experimental Return. Large sized envelope to a private address in the Punjab went by air to Delhi
then by surface to Multan. The rate to India was not yet established but the 2/~ block of four was ample. The strike of the official violet
cachet iy particularly clear,
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Australia-Persian Gulf April 13 1931 1" Experimental Return. Small envelope at a low rate of 11d is backstamped
Basra 8 May confirming its air passage to this unusual destination. The set of stamps was issued on March 19 1931 to

commemorate Charles Kingsford Smith who flew this cover on the Darwin — Akyab leg!
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Malaysia- India April 28 1931 1" Experimental Return. Mail from Penang went south to Singapore to catch
Smith’s plane not knowing that there would be an unscheduled stop at Alor Star 60 miles north of Penang!

Backstamped Singapore 29 AP 1931 7 -PM and Meerut 5 May 31,

Kingsford
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Burma- India. May 2 1931 1™ Experimental Return. Rangoon had the opportunity for the first time to send letters by air to India on
the return flight of the first service. The incorrect cachet Australia- Burma was applied when it should have been Burma- England, as

it was travelling west not having an Australia connection.
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Burma- UK. 1" Experimental Return. There were only 39 letters sent from Rangoon to England. Note the correct use of the cachet

and the manuscript "By Australian Airmail” abviously not an IAL admirer!
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The Second Experimental flight

For the second Imperial Airways flight, the “City of Coventry” did take off on schedule on April 25" and produced no
further drama, the mail arriving safely in Darwin on May 11" 1931. Because of the crash on the first flight, there had to
be a substitute aircraft arrangement. The Indian State Air Service (ISAS) normally flew the regular mail from Karachi to
Delhi in one of two aircraft chartered from Imperial. These were * City of Delhi” and "City of Karachi”. Now they flew
the mail on a further stage east from Delhi to Akyab. ISAS picked up the mail from Karachi most likely in “City of
Delhi” and carried it to Delhi where “City of Karachi” was waiting having flown in with the first westbound mail. “City
of Karachi” then retraced its flight flying the mail to Akyab from where Kingsford Smith in the “Southern Cross” carried
it to Darwin.

No details appear available in the British archives on the second Experimental Flight but the PMG' records the details of
the incoming mail as follows:-

To Australia on 2" Experimental
Number of Net Weight

For Articles Ib. Oz
NSW 2,288 65 1%
VIC 1,355 38 5%
Q'ld 541 12 13%
S.A. 299 7 13
W.A. 316 9 6
TAS 59 1 7%
Darwin 101 1 14
New Zealand 272 »

Total 5231 136 13 %
*Included in NSW weights.

Clearly although the time for publicising the second flight should have allowed collectors and others sufficient time to
take advantage of recording the event via a commemorative or other envelope, the mail for the second flight was far less
than the first.

Indian Quantities.

Stephen Smith at Calcutta appears to have created special cachets and/or covers for the second flight but notes only that
“mail carried to various points in this flight are more scarce” [than for the first experimental E.W].

The zealous Imperial Traffic manager Dennis Handover sheds a little light on the subject with his August 19 1931 claim
for re-embursement stating the following quantities [based on a 5 gram average) were carried.

Karachi -> Allahabad 90 grams (=18 articles), Calcutta 130 grams (=26), Rangoon 40 grams (=8),
Akyab 30 grams (=6 articles)

Delhi -> Allahabad 354 grams (=71), Calcutta 1019 grams (=204), Rangoon 297 grams (= 60)

Allahabad -> Calcutta 227 grams (=45), Akyab 30 grams (=6), Rangoon 28 grams (=6)

Calcutta > Akyab 280 grams (=56), and Rangoon 765 grams (=153)

In total this accounts for 3.29 kgs. of mail or about 660 letters. This is virtually the same number as on the first
experimental flight.

Interestingly the Indian Government rejected the claim as the mail was actually carried by ISAS so the Imperial Airways
claim was to no avail. A claim should have been made for the second return flight as the newly acquired DH66 VH-UJQ
from Western Australian Airways conveyed this.

' PMG op.cit.
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A.R.Binns’ quotes some quantities but is rather vague on some aspects. Quantities well defined are :-
Karachi > Akyab (3), Victoria Point (1)
Jodhpur -> Allahabad (6), Calcutta (10), Akyab (4) and Victoria Point (2)

Delhi -> Akyab (6), Rangoon (10), Victoria Point (2)
Allahabad ->  Akyab (3), Victoria Point (2)
Akyab -> Victoria Point (2)

Rangoon -> Singapore (17), Batavia (?), Brisbane (5), Melbourne (6), Sydney (10).
39 items are said to have been overcarried due to postal inefficiencies but he fails to mention where! Mention is also
made of travelling “via Victoria Point” did this mean there was a touchdown or merely an overflight? There must have
been mail to and from Calcutta as this was Stephen Smith’s home base!

Pickering’ records “From the five ports of call in India 585 items of mail were picked up, of which 261 were for Indian
destinations; 162 for Burma; 55 for Singapore and 96 for Australia and New Zealand. At Rangoon 117 items were taken
aboard, 55 for Singapore and 62 for Australia.” Presumably the 5 Indian ports were Karachi, Jodhpur, Delhi, Allahabad
and Calcutta.

Again it is difficult to “match” the three different sources® quantities Handover, Pickering and Binns.

Malayan Mail.

The acting secretary” for Postal affairs of the Federated Malay States in a letter to the London Postal authorities dated 15"
May 1931 fills in a little gap of knowledge not previously recorded.

“Difficulties and uncertainty was also experienced in connection with the dates, and times of arrival of the second
outward flight. The aircraft however arrived at Singapore at 11.45 a.m. on the 8" of May instead of on the 7" as was
notified in the original schedule. [The aircraft was of course Kingsford Smith’s “Southern Cross™ on charter for Imperial
Airways. EW.]

The mails for Alor Star had been duly handed over at that stopping place but the pilot handed over to the Singapore Post
Office four packets of letters for Victoria Point from Karachi, Allahabad and Delhi. These four packets were despatched
to destination by ordinary mail. This incident appears to indicate that the Indian Postal authorities had been
experiencing similar difficulties to those felt by this administration with regard to the schedule of the flight”

Special cachets.

At Singapore mail destined for Victoria Point, the Strait Settlements and Singapore received a special official cachet
similar to the one for the first experimental but without the last line of “First Flight”. As before it is difficult to find a
clear “strike” of this cachet most are either indistinct or have some portion of the lines badly inked.

No special commemoration was used to denote this second experimental flight by the Australian post office on arrival at
Darwin or at their final destinations in Australia. Sydney mail was all backstamped with an electric strike May 14 1931,
Melbourne 4.30pm 14 May, and Adelaide 11am 15 May.

The return journey of the Second Experimental

For the return journey of the second experimental, Western Australian Airlines sold one of its surplus DH66 VH-UJQ to
Imperial Airways and delivered the aircraft to Darwin. En route J.F.Nicholson of WAA flew from Perth to Wyndham and
captain Roger Mollard took over for the run to Darwin. The Perth mail was carried also.

Other mail from both New Zealand and other Australian capitals was delivered by May 18 at Darwin by Hudson Fysh on
his last flight as a pilot for Qantas. He was at that time Managing Director.

No record appears available of the exact journey taken by VH-UJQ on its way to London, but a few salient dates are
recorded via the back stamps of covers on the flight.

Walker expresses some doubt about the aircraft’s movement between Singapore and Rangoon. The letter
previously referred to from the acting secretary of the Federated Malay States helps a little :-

" Information received from Australia now indicates that the second homeward flight will leave Port Darwin on the 19"
of May and will reach Singapore three days later. A stop will be made at Alor Star. The usual notification will be made
to the public and airmails will be despatched by this opportunity.”

* AR.Binns “Asiatic Air Mail”, The Philatelist, Dec 1960 p. 64
? Pickering op. cit. p 25
* Post 33/679-80 op. cit.
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It must be remembered that this letter is dated 15" May so that it is foreshadowing actions rather than recording the
actual event. However the DH66 DID reach Singapore on May 22™

Additionally the Indian Director ~General of Posts and Telegraph® in a letter to Imperial Airways records that the second
eastbound flight was carried out by Indian State Air Service over the Delhi — Karachi sector. Presumably VH-UJQ thus
only carried the mail as far as Delhi, which was reached on May 26,

The arrival in London is also not clearly recorded. The author has a registered cover addressed to London which bears a
backstamp of June 5 1931, but apparently mail dated June 2 and 4 also exists.

For the sake of completeness the outgoing mail is taken from the PMG as follows:-

From Australia for 2" Experimental

Number of Net Weight
From Articles Ib. 07S.
NSW 6,651 155 8 Y
VIC 4,141 93 1%
QLD 2.361 51 6
S.A. 479 12 0%
W.A. 535 12 6
TAS 160 6 94
Darwin 311 7 44
New Zealand 301 7 0 Va
Total 14,939 345 5

The airmail fee per half ounce varied from Is to Singapore up to 1s 9d to London on this flight. It is interesting to note
that the return flights carried significantly more mail than the incoming ones. Clearly “Home™ was still important.

Again Binns notes some quantities for the second return journey from Australia as follows:-
Australia -> Calcutta (38)
Victoria Point -> Akyab (2), Allahabad (2), Delhi (1), Jodhpur (1), Karachi (1)
Rangoon -> Akyab (8), Allahabad (6), Jodhpur (4)
Akyab -> Allahabad (7), Delhi (10), Jodhpur (5)
Calcutta -> Jodhpur (8)
Allahabad -> Jodhpur (10), Karachi (10)

Pickering” again quotes various quantities for this return flight. * 310 items were picked up in Burma of which 30 were
for Burmese addresses, 203 for India and 40 beyond India. In India 534 items were received, only 200 of them for
carriage west of Karachi". Presumably the Burma pickups for Burma itself must have occurred at Victoria Point and
Rangoon. From his description only 240 items were destined beyond Karachi, and even some of those were not meant for
London.

It is again clear that the quantities carried to major destinations were very small and that more so, the various
intermediates may be classified as scarce. This is so even if we look at the destination points rather than exit points. It
almost looks as if there was only one aerophilatelist who was concerned with recording the return flights. Perhaps that
collector had run out of money and energy by the fourth leg.

A further observation that can be made is the variety of postal values placed on the covers. From the 130 or so covers,
which have been sighted, especially those starting and finishing in the Indian subcontinent, there is a vast range of
postage.

The table on the following page relating to the First Experimental Return flight is provided without comment on actual
rates applicable and back stamping.

° Post 33/679-80 H.A. Sams letter to Woods Humphery Imperial Airways M.D. Simla, 9® Sep. 1931
® Pickering op.cit.p.26
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Departure-Destination  Postage on cover Back stamp
Singapore - Rangoon 22¢ (Straits currency) 6 May ‘31
Singapore — Calcutta - 6 May ’31 7 AM
Singapore - Punjab =% - 5 May ’31 2.30 PM
Kuala Lumpur- Calcutta =% -

Alor Star — Cairo 48¢ (Straits currency) 10 May *31 11-12A
Victoria Point- Rangoon 8 Annas (Regis. Letter) 13 May "31 10A.M.
Victoria Point- Akyab 2 % Annas (Card)

Rangoon- Akyab 4 Annas (Letter) 3 May '31 2 PM
Rangoon- Calcutta 4 Annas 4 May ‘31 7 AM
Rangoon- Allahabad 6 Annas 4 May '31 2 PM
Rangoon- Delhi 6 Annas 4 May ‘31
Rangoon-Jodhpur 10 Annas (Unregis. letter!) 5 May ‘31
Rangoon-Karachi 8 Annas 6 May 31 8.30 AM
Rangoon-Gwadar 10 Annas 6 May ‘31
Rangoon- Jask 15 Annas (Regis. letter) 7 May ‘31
Rangoon-Bushire 15 Annas (Regis. letter) 8 May ‘31

Rangoon —-Basra 16 Annas (Regis. letter) 8 May “31
Rangoon- Baghdad 16 Annas (Regis, letter) 9 May '31 8 AM
Allahabad-Gaza 14 Annas (Regis. letter) 9 May '31 PM
Rangoon-Cairo 13 Annas 10 May '31 12A
Rangoon — Athens 15 Annas 10 May *31 10M
Rangoon- Belgrade 16 Annas 12 May "31 20
Rangoon- Budapest 16 Annas 13 May '31 -7
Rangoon- Vienna 16 Annas 13 May '31 15
Rangoon- Cologne 16 Annas 14 May 31 18-19
Rangoon- Croydon 15 Annas (Liverpool) 15 May IPM

Thanks to the diligent postmasters along the way who back stamped most of the covers, we can therefore get a good idea
of the length of time taken for the journey west. Interestingly not only the registered letters were backstamped,
presumably because of the novelty of the flight the mail authorities took a special interest.

Other than the Dutch flight of May "31 and the ANA December "31 Christmas flight, Australians had to wait a further 3
years before overseas airlines visited their shores once more. Preceded by the Melbourne Centenary Air race, Imperial in
conjunctions with Qantas as Qantas Empire Airways returned to our shores at Darwin on December 18" 1934 for the
commencement of a regular service between the United Kingdom and Australia.

This article is a compilation from many sources. It aimed to add a quantitative aspect to the well-known story. It seems
surprising that even after almost 70 years some details have not been published. The author hopes that there is some new
information and that if there are readers with further details, they will come forward to complete the picture.

which overflew Tavoy, this cover bears 11 cancellations in total bearing witness to its slow journey to Bima and eventual return to
Caleutta. Note the Abel Tasman cancel on the front matched by another from Koepang on the back indicating transit from Sourabaya
to Koepang by the “opposition".
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The demise of Lt. F/O Robert Harold Rose
(Baghdad ~ Cairo air service, November 1921)

Material provided by John Oliver

John has very kindly provided some more unique material in the form of letters written by Lt. F/O Robert
Rose to his fiancé in England whilst he was serving with No. 47 Squadron of the R.A.F. in the Middle East.
The two letters were posted in Cairo in the envelope shown below. One of them was written in pencil, as he
put it, “Beside my poor broken aeroplane™ in the Sinai Desert after he had made a forced landing, having left
Baghdad for Cairo on 3 November 1921. The original is quite difficult to read and therefore 1 have shown just
a portion of it to provide a flavour and have typed the greater part for clarity. The second letter was written at
Helowan when he arrived there afier his rescue in the desert. | thought the normal spelling was Helwan, but
Lt. Rose consistently spelled it Helowan and I have retained his version in the text which follows.

The letter of 11 Nov. 1921, shown first, consists of 20 pages but as much of it is of a personal and social
nature, | have only included the part relevant to the forced landing.
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“Helowan.
11th Nov. 1921

My Dearest Darling Lily, -

This is just a short note to accompany my one written in pencil. Posted the Baghdad one
yesterday at Ismalia. 1 arrived here about 2 a.m. this morning, just in time to celebrate the Armistice.
all the English people are holding a Ball here in Helowan and I have just accepted the invitation by
‘phone. Capt. Steaward’s wife, the French lady, is to be my partner.

Have started my long letter to you dear and hope to finish and post it tomorrow. Am telling of my

experiences in the Sinai Desert. Keep that letter with this so that when I come home again | can read
it and think of those ten days in “the blue.”

The copy below is the start of the “long letter " referred to above:
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The above is the beginning of the letter written in pencil and understandably, the writing is not as clear as in those written
at Helowan. The following is a transcript of the parts relating to the forced landing:

“written near El Arish
Sinai Desert
Palestine
3rd Nov. 1921
My dearest darling Lily,

1 am writing this beside my poor broken aeroplane about 120 miles in the Sinai Desert from Suez Canal and five
miles east of the Palestine Railway in the hills with two Arabs as guards. Have been here now three days and am waiting
Jfor a salvage party from Ramieh, they are due to arrive today sometime and [ shall be jolly pleased because of company.
My engine failed right over the hills and I was forced to land fully knowing I had to crash. At the last moment | turned
near the ground and crashed in a gorge, both my bottom wings smashing on the two hills. Luckily my undercarriage
held for nearly thirty yards and when that went the machine went ever so slowly on its nose with tail in air.

They know where I am because of these two Arabs with me but I don't like them very much and my revolver is in my
pocket. My passenger lefi me today, we tossed up and unfortunately I will have to stay behind to superintend salvage
operations. I hope to get back about the 8th to Helowan.

My passage to Baghdad has got me mentioned in Despatches and if it had not been for this unfortunate show my
reputation would have been splendid as an airman. Pity but there it is. My engine and propeller are OK and as far as 1
can estimate, the machine is nor a write-off, it can be repaired.

Yesterday two machines came over and fired lights to see if I was still alive | suppose so I put out my ground stripes
asking for food, ete. Today a section of the Camel Corp came owt and brought me tea, bread, biscuits, cigarettes and
bully beef. I am sleeping out in the open in my flying coat and helmet but at night I generally try and keep awake owing
to thieves (Arab) jackals and pic-dogs.

I had some silver and gold Ramadi work for your birthday which I bought at Baghdad — all have been stolen. Aeroplane
watch, water bottles and engine tools have gone as well, my towel and sponge ditto. 1 feel quite happy under the
circumstances but am jolly wild at these thefis, Anybody I see, 1 am going to bring him down with my gun.

I am sitting on a small sand-hill, knees propped up and wishing you could see me .......... | cannot shave (1 forgot this)
because my razor has also been pinched. Gee, wait until I catch somebody, these Arabs are a crowd.”

Editor's note: 1 wonder if any readers have a cover flown by this service? | am unsure if it was open to the public at this
time. On page 15 of Bill Andrews’ book a cover is illustrated as being a first flight and is dated 11 November 1921, On
page 105 of Ted Proud’s book on Iraq a table of flights is given with the first departure from Baghdad on 29 Oct. and the
second on 3 Nov. | am confused! In addition, even if someone has a cover from Baghdad via the flight of 3 Nov., am |
correct in thinking that it cannot be said with certainty that it was carried in Lt. Rose’s aircraft because there were two
‘planes involved on each service, so it could have been on the other one, which presumably arrived Cairo on time?
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A Kelantan train letter
By Keith Elliot

Members may ask, “What has an article concerning train letters to do with the Imperial Airways Gazette?”
Well do read on.

The cast coast railway in Malaya ran from Kota Bharu in Kelantan State to Singapore and opened on §
October 1931.

Under the heading reading “Kelantan Mail” the 1938 Railways General Appendix states:

“A letter is conveyed on the brake van of the Kelantan Express train between Kota Bharu and Singapore in
which persons may post correspondence at any stopping station in the state of Kelantan for Singapore or for
Kota Bharu on the return journey. "

It would appear that the letterbox was not put into service until 1934 and then only once per week, arriving at
Singapore on a Friday. In June 1937, the frequency of trains was doubled, arriving in Singapore on Tuesdays
and Fridays.

On the west coast line, train mail posted on the trains would be sorted at Penang, Kuala Lumpar or Ipoh and a
train letter cachet applied if the mail was to go by road or air or replaced in the box for the next sorting station
where the same action took place.

The strange situation at the Singapore post office was that they did not have a train letter cachet and so used
their Paquebot/Singapore canceller to cancel the stamps.

How do we know that all the letters received from Kelantan and cancelled “Paquebot/Singapore” were not
received from ships? The evidence of the mails from Kelantan cancelled by Singapore Paquebot marks shows
the vast majority to be cancelled on a Tuesday or a Friday: the days the Express arrived in Singapore. The
latest usage of the Paquebot mark at Singapore appears to be in approximately 1941, when suddenly
Singapore changed to canceling train mail with a normal canceller: earliest recorded date 16 May 1941,

The cover below is from the writer’s collection and shows an all-up 8 cents per ' oz. letter to the U.K. posted
aboard the train, cancelled at 5a.m. on 16 June 1939 (Friday) and was probably carried by I.A. service SW133
aboard the flying boat Carpentaria.
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| also illustrate two further all-up covers to show how the “normal” train letter mark was used. The two are
franked with Selangor stamps so the letters were probably put aboard the train between Kuala Lumpar and
Penang. The letters were cancelled Penang and a train letter cachet applied to show they were not posted in
Penang, which was one of the Straits Settlements.

The Hermetic Rubber Co Ltd,
Ryland Street,
BIRMINGHAM (16), England.

Datestamped Penang, 7 February 1939. Flown by .4 service SW78 (Coogee).

Datestamped Penang, 23 April 1939. Flown by LA. service SW110 (Corinthian).
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Paquebot mail forwarded by air ~ a follow up

Apart from Keith Elliot’s article on the previous pages, he also kindly sent copies of three covers franked with
U.K. stamps with Paquebot/Singapore or Penang cancellations, illustrating the three rates from Singapore and
Penang given in the table on page 42 of the last Gazette. The first cover, below, is datestamped 23 Nov. 1934:
a Friday, and in the light of Keith's article, does this indicate that the cover was posted on the Kelantan

Express, rather than a ship? Fortunately, the other Singapore cover was posted on a Thursday and therefore
was posted on a ship.

Datestamped Paquebot/Singapore 2 April 1936. Franked 6d. per ¥- oz. rate.
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Datestamped Paquebot/Penang 30 Nov. 1937. Franked 1%:d. per : oz. EA.M.S. rate,

The other response I received to the Paquebot article was from my good friend Dave Morton in Cape Town.
He emailed the most unusual cover shown below, franked with Republic of Ireland stamps and posted on the
ferry from Ireland to Holyhead. Dave wrote, “I have the attached cover from Ireland to Mpika NR with a
"Paquebot/Posted At Sea/Received/5DE3 1/Holyhead" which went on the IA Christmas Flight to NR in 1931. 1
see that Irish stamps to the value of 9 1/2d (?) were used which implies that the ruling of using stamps of the
country where the ship was registered was applied which in this case would have been Ireland? What I
particularly like about the cover is that an Irish embossed 1/2d envelope was used which makes it that much
more interesting. It appears that the embossed 1/2d stamp was however ignored when determining the
postage rate of 9d? Should this cover have been franked with British stamps or is the PO Rule on page 40
correct in this instance?” (The cover is backstamped Mpika, 19 December 1931).
Dave raises a number of questions. He refers to the rules shown on page 40 of the previous Gazette but it
must be remembered that these were British rules and that the cover has a Republic of Ireland origin.
However, I suspect the rules were of U.P.U. origin and therefore also applied to the Irish Republic. If so, then
the cover should have been prepaid with British stamps but Captain Smye is notorious for sending strange
concoctions and this may be an example of one!

I am very unsure about the correct air mail rate from the Republic of Ireland. Does anyone know if the Irish
“penny” was equal to a UK. penny? Any further comments about this cover would be very welcome.
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Delay to L.A. service SW78, operated by the flying boat Coogee
Material provided by John Oliver

The following is yet more wonderful primary source material very generously sent to me by John Oliver. It
consists of two pages of Imperial Airways’ reports, written by Capt. H.G. Woodhouse, Commander of the
flying boat Coogee, relating to delays to service SW78. Unfortunately they were typed on thin paper, perhaps
with a carbon, resulting in rather smudgy text and therefore I will scan the top of the pages and re-type the
main body of the text. If you are lucky enough to have a cover flown on this service, thanks to John you will
be able to give it a wonderfully detailed write-up. If only we had reports like this for every delayed service!

»® . IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED

S
E Memorandum 522 Suis Hvision.

Genarsl N.oegsr (Twolmical ),
W AP, Busdce.

From N . - B rorien ! I.A. (R.% ) Led.
0. Suph. (R.2.)

Capiain H.0. Noodhoise. sl ingg Apcaml iy cumy
- k H ,«f‘.‘iﬁ‘&; tice sonmgor, Mear Sant -Arone

Alvoraft; "CUGEET VR.AYL NDren Captain L 0. Woodouses
Firat Opfioer Jeis Jhekespoare.
Badio Ufficer NI, Mrpriin,
Flight Clesd Reod.
Might sterard Thomss.

The following is a transcript of the remainder of the memorandum:

“Regularity. On schedule to Marseilles where a forced landing caused by dirty petrol delayed the service so
that it reached Southampton two days late.

Weather Reports — Suda Bay. We slipped at 02.45 from Ras-al-Tin on 12.2.39 and were unable to get Suda
Bay weather until 05.40. This because they cannot work “IMPERIA™ in the dark on 55m. and they are not
allowed to erect an aerial ashore for 900m. work. Also they are not allowed to work Alexandria or Athens on
53m. direct except in an emergency. | feel this situation to be most unsatisfactory, particularly as the north
westerly season is almost with us again and Suda Bay will be used more and more by both north and
westbound Commanders.

The W/T masts to the west of alighting area are not mentioned in the route book.
Brindisi. The petrol barge pump gear went unserviceable while we were refuelling and as I had sufficient

petrol, I sent the barge away. | was told by our engine ring staff that it is worn out and is always going
unserviceable; either its engine or pump or both.

Delay at Macon 15.2.39. Departure from Macon was delayed after a night stop because of illness of an infant
passenger. A doctor was fetched who administered a specific and pronounced the child fit to proceed by air.

(Signed) H.G. WOODHOUSE.

Commander

BYM. 16.2.39."
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The mistral provented our flying sleugside the quy; the

The following is a transcript, starting with the heading shown above:

“F Landing at Mari e 13.2.39.¢ EE” VH.ABC.

The mistral prevented our flying alongside the quay; the petrol barge was ashore
under repair and we refuelled from a petrol launch which was “tested free from water
seven days previously since when it had refuelled three other boats before us” (Shell

representative).

We slipped at 10.48 and were airbourne at 10.50.

At about 50 feet in coarse pitch, with flaps in and over-ride out, both port engines
cut out. We alighted 45° out of wind in a very rough sea — wind N.N.W. 60kms. The
flying boat was undamaged. Much water was found in all filters.

o Thal poinne - s Fotaedmg Trodigo Diaines cawdi,an cuglics Woil jun up aiu
filters checked. Two showed traces of water and sediment.

I then flew the boat on test after which the filters were checked, when all showed
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The British Post Office exhibition, Nov. - Dec. 1933 ~ a follow up
By Peter Wingent

A little more information can now be added to my short notes on pages 38 & 39 of the last Gazette and the
illustration on the front cover showing the air mail advertising card issued by the British Post Office. First of
all it seems that the cards are not common. During telephone conversations with four or five members I asked
if they had any examples and all the replies were negative. Also, I should correct my questioning that the
cards could be sent free of charge, as stated by the sender of the card illustrated and also in *The Times”
report. Of course both are correct and Stan Wheatcroft patiently explained to me that unfranked cards would
have been taken from the Exhibition posting box, stamps would then have been applied by the Post Office and
then they would have been sent to the London Foreign Section, Air Mail Division. Thus they were sent free.

Stan also kindly sent me a copy of the card shown below which was issued at the British Industries Fair, held
in Birmingham some time during 1933. The exact date is not known to me but was almost certainly prior to
the G.P.O. Exhibition, held during November and December of that year. It is smaller in size than the Post
Office card and is in portrait instead of landscape format but the illustration is the same on both cards.

POST CARD | |

BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, RESS
CASTLE BROMWICH, A
HIRAMINGHAM — }

Front and reverse of card, full size.

USE THE

THE FASTEST MAIL
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Your questions and answers

Q.8. This question has already been asked on page 25 of this issue! It is the request for further information
relating to Dave Morton’s Paquebot/Holyhead cover. 1 just thought I would formalise the question by
including it here as well.

No other questions have been asked by members! The only answer received is given below:
A.5. Following the inclusion of Duncan Crewe's very useful table of Tuck post cards of Imperial Airways’

flying boats shown on page 35 of the last Gazette, Keith Elliot responded by sending a listing of cards he
holds which provides a number of additions. Thank you for doing this Keith. They are as follows:

Cavalier G-ADUU From below port side in flight. No. 46

Cordelia G-AEUD Moored port side no number

Coriolanus G-AETV Moored starboard side no number

Challenger G-ADVD Moored port side No. 61

Calpumia G-AETW Starboard side “on the step™ No. 53

Capella G-ADUY Moored port side with passenger launch No. 43

Canopus G-ADHL From below port side in flight. No, 40

Calypso G-AEUA Cut-away from port side no number

Castor G-ADUW Taxiing. Viewed from above port side No. 42

Cassiopeia G-ADUX From below port side in flight. No. 41

Ceres G-AETX From above port side in flight. No. 54 S70P PRESS.

I have only one of these cards myself but fortunately it adds to the list: Courligr- N».50

Centurion G-ADVE In flight, port side No. 52 i3 illushared o
pages fo] X 108 7

Can any members provide further card details please? of Shwm Wheatosefls

e = | "Mung'avin Aecnive”

Whilst on the subject of cards, this might be an appropriate place to show a copy of a card sent in by Duncan
Crewe of the LA, Vickers Vimy Commercial (G-EASI). Duncan wrote that he had never seen a card of this
aircraft before. His write-up provides some interesting detail. Thank you Duncan.

Imperial Airways Aircraft
Vickers Vimy Commercial

The card below was published by Tucks and depicts the City of London
The Vickers commercial was a derivative of the wartime Vickers Vimy bomber having a
new and commodious fuselage. A total of 43 of the aircraft were built but only four
carmied British regisirations. The aircraft depicled on the card (G-EASI) entered service
with Instone airlines as the City of London and was used by the airline on its European
routes from Croydon. In Apnl 1924 it passed to Imperial Airways when the airline was
formed. It was scrapped in 1926
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The Empire’s Airway exhibition train
By Bryan Dudley Stamp, John Oliver & Peter Wingent

Back in May, Bryan Dudley Stamp sent me a copy of an illustration of an item for sale on ebay which was a
2d. ticket for the Empire’s Airway exhibition train. The ebay description read as follows:

“EMPIRE’S EXHIBITION TRAIN ADMISSION TICKET — IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED — admission 2d. — no date
given but 1940s — sl creasing to back, but lovely scarce little item (size 2'4” x 1%7).”

Bryan thought it was an interesting item which he guessed (correctly) was earlier than “1940s™ and asked if
anyone knew anything about the exhibition train. [ discovered reports of the train in Imperial Airways
Gazettes from May to December 1937 and | then asked John Oliver if he had any related material. As always,
John came up trumps by sending me not only copies of three tickets he holds, but also the small poster
advertising the train’s visit to Sheffield. These are shown on the next page and below is a succinct summary
from an unknown publication, also provided by John, which gives a clear picture of the enterprise.

“BLOWING THE 'IMPERIAL AIRWAYS TRUMPET' - BY TRAIN!

On the night of the Sth/6th July, 1937, Imperial Airways flying boat Caledonia took off from Foynes, Ireland, for Botwood,
Newfoundland. From Botwood, Pan American Clipper [l commenced its flight to Foynes. Thus started the first North
Atlantic survey flights by the two airlines. It was time for Imperial Airways to blow its trumpet loud and clear around the
country and what better way than by train! Early in 1937 Imperial Airways (IAL) planned, in conjunction with the train companies -
London, Midland & Scottish (LMS), Great Westem (GWR), London & North Eastem (ILNER) and Southem (SR) - The
Empire's Airway Exhibition. 1t would tour the country and promote [AL's services,

The exhibition was built into two old Victorian railway vintage brake vans. The intention was to portray aspects of the
organisation of the company and also the effect upon the British Commonwealth of Nations of the Empire air mail
programme. Between the 13th and 15th of July it was positioned at Victoria Station, London, where it was inspected by the
Secretary of State for Air, Lord Swinton, and Government officials and by the public in general. On the 15th it began the first
phase of its jouney. The itinerary was: -

16 - 19 July Eastbourne Station Time to head back to London.

20 - 22 July Brighton Station 7 -9 October Newcastle

23 - 26 July Portsmouth &Southsea Station, Dock Road 10 - 13 October Sunderland

27 -29 July Bowrnemowth Central Station ‘ 14 - 16 October Middiesbrough

30 July - 2 August Exeter, Central Goods Yard 17- 20 October Harrogute

3 - 5 August Taunton Station, Inner Chard Bay Line 21 -23 October York

6 - 9 August Bristol, Temple Meads Station 1 24 - 27 October Fhull

10 - 12 August Cardiff, General Station 28-30 October Leedds

13 - 16 August Swansea, High Street Station 31 October - 3 November Bradjford
17 - 19 August Glowcester Station, Cheltenham Bay j 4 - 8 November Sheffield

23 - 26 August Birmingham, New Street Station 9 - 11 November Derby

27 - 30 August Coventry 12 - 15 November Nottingham

31 August - 2 September Wolverhampton | 16 - 18 November Leicester

3 - 6 September Colwyn Bay 19 - 20 November Peterborough

7 -9 September Chester 21 - 24 November Cambridge

10 - 11 September Stockport j 25 - 27 November Norwich

14 - 18 September Manchester, Victoria Station * 28 - 30 November Ipswich

20 - 23 September Liverpool, Lime Street Station 1 - 3 December London (Paddington)

24 - 26 September Blackburn
27 September - 1 October Glasgow
1 - 6 October Edmbrgh

The coaches were painted a shining sky-blue and displayed the following announcement in red letters:
THE AEROPLANE IN THE SKY

CARRIES US ABOVE MEDIOCRE THINGS
Fee to the public was 2 pence (less than 1p in decimal currency) and entrance was gained by a door shaped as on an Empire
Flying Boat. Inside there were working models to show how safe flying was; models to show comparative aircraft sizes and
including one from the past (1924); a model of a combined land and marine airport; sectional models and many photographs.
There were adjustable chairs, berths and an example of a promenade cabin; radio aids and demonstrations of radio and
navigation aids including the latest blind-landing equipment. No doubt all of this was new to most of the visitors for air travel
had yet to reach the common man.”
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Above left: The front and reverse of an unpunched admission ticket and the front of a punched ticket (full size).
Above right: Poster advertising the visit of the train to Sheffield (slightly reduced size).

[From John Oliver collection]

(Poster and tickets on buff paper. Text. speedbird and flying boat black, red background on tickets; red rectangle on poster),

The Empire Airways Exhibition Train

[Fox Photos

Photograph from Imperial Airways Gazette, October 1937 edition.
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Twt Views of Impenal Airwoys™ Exhidion Teoin
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From Imperial Airways Gazette, August 1937 edition.

It’s Christmas!

Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker & Bryan Stokoe

[ am delighted we manage each year to include some items with a Christmas theme and this year we have to
thank Terry Hare-Walker for the item below and Bryan Stokoe for the one on the page opposite and, in
addition, Stan Wheatcrofi for the photo on the front cover. Stan also identified the photo below as having

been taken on Eastern service IE248. Many thanks to you all.
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THE WEEK AT CROYDON B e
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Crash reports from “The Daily Post” newspaper
Material provided by Richard Beith

Richard kindly sent me the reports published in “The Daily Post™ newspaper shown on this and the following

pages relating to the crashes of Imperial Airways’ flying boats Courtier, Calpurnia and Capricornus. Many
thanks Richard this valuable information which I am sure will add to members’ knowledge of these events.

The Capricornus crash. Report from 25 March 1937 edition:

BRITISH FLYING-BOAT
DISASTER

FOUR OF THE CREW AND
WOMAN PASSENGER KILLED |

CRASH INTO MOUNTAIN DURING |
SNOWSTORM i

WRECKED IN FRANCE ON MAIDEN FLIGHT

On her maiden flight to Alexandria yesterday with the
Australian mail, the Imperial Airways flying-boat Capricornus

The Capricornus, while searching through a snoewstorm
for lLier landing place, crashed from a height of 1,800 feel,
and dug ruts into the ground for a distance of 300 yards.
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Capricornus crash continued.

Please note that the lefi-hand column below is continued from the left-hand column on the previous page and

similarly with the right-hand column.

London

Wireless Operator .

8 injured,

recovered by peasunis,

valimmble securitios,

them bock to Ouronx,

The flying bout was scheduled
descend on the Kiver Saune st Macon,
sl it was while she wus sesrehing
throush the hlizzard for
place that she crashisd from u hefght of
1800 feet m the mountatns at Mansols,
BiXtevr tatlos west of Maoon.

The wreckuge tes in n remafo snow
covered region which has been subjectod
to severe blizzards for the past few days.
The machine in s foll dog cwiz in e
prownid over 300 yorda long
her four engines worp tyrm off

The Killed And injured

The followtng lost Lheir lives:—

Captain A, Paterson, vomuunler nnid
pilot, who lived in Cairo.

Firat Otficer (i 15, Klein, of Forestors-
drive, Wallington, Surrev

Fiying Clerk D, R O'Biien, of Ioe
Lodge, Downswuy, Sutton

Stewmd K. AL B
Kynnston-avenue, Thornien

her landing

The only passenger.
Coutes, was so geverely injorad that she
died Iast mpght, Ahss  Coutes,
helonged to Folkestone, was flying to
Inichan onon viait to her brother,

London-road, Thornton Heath, London,

The Capricornus was earrying a lurge
guantity of mail, sixty-five bags, as weil
us freght, all of which
The freight j=
aaid 1o incinde jewels, gold ngots, andd

The hodies of the victims wero ploced
on Linrnelly improvised steetediors pude
frem pine-trea Lhraneles anid then {akon
10 e roid #unk i snow, ‘e ereteliers
were thea slid down toboggan-like to o
spot where o waiting motor-ear enfries
When aoarclncrul Mibhongh ehinken and, it 38 reported,

'

THE VICTIMS®
CAREERS

— e
MEN WITH LONG FLYING
EXPERIENCE

Caplain  Paterson, who was asboul
Hhirty yenrs of ege, worked his way up
frenn the engineering gide of avintion to
the pilot's eockpit.  He qualified as
first wilicer ahout five years ago and in

in that onpucil‘); flaw on the London-
[ Paris route,  About four years ngo he
went to Cutro snd settled there.  With
tha oveming of ths new flying-hoat
serviees on the Bmpire routes ha trans-
forred an ono of tho communders of
e new Dboalts,

Fiving-oflicer Klein's home i in
[ Wallington, Surrey, but for shont three
vesrs ho hod beon on the Easlern
serviees of Imperinl Alrways and was
stattoned ot Cairo.

Wire'ess-oflicer Cooper lias been with
Impermal Mrways regolar services [or
sevoral years,

Ship's-clerk O'Brien was undertaking
o new duty ereated by the introduetion
of the new Empire flying-boats und
enuivalent 1o that of o ship's purser.
oy some time he had been employed ot

I'ntperial Airwaya,

Steward Jeffcoate was well known o
travellors on the London-Paris ronte.
He was about thirty, and Lis home is

: g
experiences aa o flying steward.

Wireless Operator's Courage

Mr, T. L, Cooper, the wireless
operator, showed magnificent cournge.

The Capricornus leaving Southampton yesterday morning.

Croydon in the chertering section of |/

ut Crovdon, Ho bas brondcast on his [l

Al

e

it

iy
wins

18
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Capricornus crash continued.

Please note that the left-hand column below is continued from the lefi-hand column on the previous page and
similarly with the right-hand column.

arrived on the scena they found the
victims' clolhes badly torn and their
belongings seatlered.

Drama In Radio Room

Tho drama of the big Nlying-boat's Iast
minutes was followed with tense exeile-
ment in the wireless control room of
Lyons acrodrome, says a Reuter mes.
sage. Aa the operntors logged hor
progress, a terrifle storm wns swesping
down the Rhone Valley, and the slrects
were lashed with wind and ram.  The
inst clear signal was picked up at 2.08
pm.,  Four minutes later another call
came through, but what the plane's
eperator was sending could not be heard,
‘Ihen there wae milence, The nir liner

Jhad ernshed through swirling snow,

SUPPOSED CAUSE Or
THE CRASH

i

ICE AND SNOW FORMATION

ON THE WINGS

Lyons, Wednesday.—I1t is stated liere
that tho cavge of the crash was the
formation of ice and snow on the wings.
Six minutes before the disasler b is
stated that n uest for directional
instructions had been sent from tho
i;llot to the uwecredrome al Lyons.—

ritioh United Press.

SHEPHERD DISCOVERS
THE DISASTER

——
DEBRIS OF THE MACHINE
FOUND IN PINE FOREST

Lyons, Wednesday.—The disaster o
the fiying-boat Capricornus wus firsy
discovered by a shupherd or Ouroitx, In
an interview ha said:—"1 wus in wmy
house when I hieard n terrific explosion
just o8 il a giant gun had been fived
outside my door. I immediately went to
investigote, snd alter a search in n
ueighbourlng ine forest I came nevoss
the muss of debris, Snow was falling
heavily, and it wag some time Lofore 1
ronched the wrecknge. The pleno hud
crashed into the mounteinside, hut had
not Laken fire. 1L was Testing on snow.
All that remnined was o twisted mnss of
metul. 1 found I conld do nothing Ly
mysell, so gave the nlarm {n the polien,
who' comwunicated with the Tmperial
Airways brse at Maocon.

The Public Prosecutor immeodiately
left for Ouroux and ambulsnces wero
deapatched.

1t is now balievad that owing to the
woather—often bad in this region—and

brely hurt, he dragged himsell soveral |
Immirod yords to o lencly Iarmhonse, |
where  he  pave the uﬁmn. Help '
immodintely sey ont.  Henvy farm carls
drawn by harses and oxen were brought
1o Lhe spot, The bodies of the viglims
wore placed in them and ‘sken lo an
tmprovised chapel of resl in the villuge
hall of Guroux, The crash ocenrred
n part of the enuntry which ig foresd of
amall valleys and hallecks.

Mr. Cooper 1a heing fransferred to n
nursing home. Hia conduet hps evake:d
the highest praize, and hiz feat ia the
more noteworthiy in view of {he diztance
ite I 10 erawl in his tnjured coudition,
which works out ub wearly two miles,
e 15 sufforing from serions cteln to e
face, thigh injuries, and a [ractured
“m @

Machine That Cost L£40,000

Capricornus, an Empire flying-bont, is
o sigter ship of the Canopus, Caledonia,
and Cassiopoin— the * Quoen Marys of
the oir.”  Cosling well over £40,000, slin
lins n wing span of 114 [t. and on overall
length of more thon 88ft. Her tolal
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fondod weight i= approximately 18 tons.

Theo Cnpricaornus, like the other Loaly
of the " C " clars, hasg two decks, e
craw of five are housed on the upper !
one, amd the lower is ontirely devnznd
to  pazsenger  accommiodation,  The
suloons ate specinlly heated and venti- |
inted,  The promenade deck hns wide-|
view windows, and there iz o mode) !
kitohon from which breakfast, unch, or
dinner can be gerved Lo the twenty-four
PUssengers, l

Previous Flying Disasters J

Two Britiglicowned ait lnors have mel
with dizaster this year, ono erashing
near Oxted, Surrey, in Jununiy, the
two oceupants being killed. The other !
disaster, which occurred near Elsdorf, |

CONTINUED IN NEXT COLUMN i
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The Courtier crash. Report from 2 October 1937 edition.

1

'

THREE DEAD IN FLYING

BOAT CRASH

SIX

OF FIVE

PASSENGERS AND CREW

ESCAPE

AIRPORT MEN DIVE INTO SEA TO
AID INJURED

PILOT KILLED IN PLANE BUILT BY STUDENTS

T'hree passengers—one a wing-commander in the RLA —
lost their lives when the Lmmperial Airways flying-boat Courtier
crashed when landing in poor visibility at Athens yesterday.

Four other passenpers are in hospital. The two remaining
passengers, including Squadron-Leader the Rev. R, Recs, and

the erew of five were unhurt,

Tugs raced to the scene of the crash, nud officers and
men from the airport dived from them into the sea (o nssist
the injured and others on to the boats.

It was officially stafed lnst night
that three passengers lost their lives
when the giant Imperial Airways
Nying-boat Courtier erashed on landing
in had visibility at Athens yesterday.

They were -—

Wing-Communder W. R, Dyke Acland,
eommanding No, 70 (Bomber 1'ransport)
Squadreon in Trak.,

My, John Raymond Ilenderson, an
Amorienn,

M, Alexandre Eleftarakis, a Greek,

Four Passengers In Hospital

Taur other passengers, Mrs, Greer and
Messrs, Chronis, Dagge, and Squadron-
Lender Bussey, RAL., are in hospital
with superficinl injuries. The remaining
two, Sqamlron-Lesder the Rov, R, Rees,
ILAK., and My, Weiner, were unhurt ns
were the erew of fiva,

ITmporinl Airwave state that the exact
caugs of the neeident ig not known.

Conrtior, which was on supplementary
sorviee, left Egypt at 6 n.m. yesterday,
wus geheduled ta gtop at Rome Iedt night,
und to areive ot Southampton to-day.
she had been degeribed 08 n ** Queen
Mary ™ of the air, and wns u glster eraft
to these which have flown the Atlantic,

The " Q" elass aof flying-boats of
Imperial Afrways, of which Courtier is
one, hava to date flown approximately
1,000,000 mies, ineluding ten :\llumlci
CYGSEINgA. |

1Mo Air Ministry announced laat
night that Captain F. S. Wilkins, of
thicir Acchlent Branel, wana procesding
a4 onco fo Athens to nssist the Groek
Govertment in moy inguiry.

Career Of R.AF, Victim

Wing-Commander Aclund was {ho son
of the lale Sic Reginold Brodis Dyke
Actnnd, i former Recorder of Shrewabary
wnd Oxford und Judge Advecate of the
Pleet, und was o consin of She Wiltlum
Henry Dyke Acland,  Wing-Commander
Aclond wes appointed te command No,
70 (Vomber Transport) Squadron ab
Hinaidi in August, 1936, e wna aged
4%, aad hod been in Trak since Januvary,
1936, In Ogtober, 1010, e was nwarded
the A F.O. and two mouths later
retvived the DUF.C,

Sgnmedron-Loader Jolin Dussey is n
apecinlist in photography nnd gérved in
Meonen with Nos. 5§ um{ 13 Squadrons,
[n reenived a permanent commission 1
1919, Ho has over twenty yenrs' service

with the LEF.C. and RAF.
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The Calpurnia crash. Report from 29 November 1938 edition.

Bl )-'

POST, TUESDAY,

ONE OF

FLYING-BOAT
WRECKED
CREW KILLED |
AND THREE MISSING
—s—
MACHINE FOUND IN LAKE 1

Cilpmenia, ong of the Tniperial |

Airvays wiont e 11y mu-lmnls.|
which Jeft Southampton on Fridey

W

it mils for lodin, wos  foutd

vesterdiy wreeked inoeight Tecl of
wider on Luko Ramadi, fifteen nailis
from the twse for which she wns |
winking in Jrak,

hns  hoen
Captain E. H. Altwood, the first officer,
A,
gt

Stewid D, E. Andersan, aod Station
Officer Harrison are injured.

Sitnday,

AL

The body of her rivlio ofticer, 15, Rrees,
recovored, hul  the pilet,

N, Spattiswoode, wid Plight Clork
G Ulwe, nro missing.
He other two membors of the erew,

No Passengers

Calpnrnin lind beon mlssing  =inee
There were no pagsengers.

planes  had  eo-operated  with

ground sesrch partios in geonring a wide
area in the region of the Tmperial Air-
weys base at Habbaniyali,  Yesterday
came a eryptic radio from a gearch party
ut  Lake Ramadi stating that the
Calpurnia hadt been found in the Jake.

IL is believed she crashied in n sand-
slorm.,

The crew ia not the one which left
Sontbampton, but took over en route.

Information  reccived Ly Imperial
Airwnys makes it clerr that when the
Calpurnin sent out ler last messuye
nsking for a bearing she was petoally
nearing her destinntion—the landing
stution on Lake Habbuniynh.  She b
left ‘Tibering on the Sea of Galilee.

The thme ber Inst nessage was
rocotvatl  was  approximately  that  at
which she was due at the landing
station.  The bearing asked for wag
eiven, and the Calpurnin wos then on
hér coursa.

Former Sealand Instructor
Missing

The Calpurnin is & sister muchine of
the Caledonia und Cmnbeia, and ix one
of the lleet of £40,000 flying-boats built |,
for Imperin! Airways for use on the
Empire mail gervics. In April of this
year, with ten passengers and o ton and
u half of mails, sha flew from Durban,
South Afriea, to Southampton in four
und a half days—the fastest fhight mode |
with mnil and passengers on that route,

Captain Froest Heury Atlwood is 30,
il hig homa 35wt Ouwkeroft, Notley
Abbey, Hanmts, Mo 1a murried and 12 o
wtive of Birmingluon, Caploin Atwow]
itarted llying in 1018, seeing  notive
wrviea In Lygypt nng later uo!ing ns
raining matructor at. No 5 RA,
Flying Sehool at Sealand, Cheshire.

Ho  Joiced  lopoeial  Mreways  Iu
November, 1926, flving on the " Sauth
\lricun route, and during the Inst two
rears he haa heen communding [lying-
woats. Desides his pilovs licenco he

wlds n second-closs nuvigator's licence
ind o Post Office wireless  telograph
l[twence,  Jlo was in commnand of the
‘nnupug, which inpugurated the Enge
urned-South Africa service in 1937,

Impenal Airways Gazette
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Stan Wheatcroft spotted this article in a recent “Daily Telegraph.” Due to large size, there is no formal title.

Captain 't laps Rendall

S{OE L ,"-".l:‘f :" |¢( w o .'/ n 15,500 !‘ \Jlu!-u §UNETERIE NSNS \:‘ I
APTAIN *FLAPS® RENDALL, who |
han died ngod 92, was one of
Beitish Alvwass’ most chaciimnitic
ocaplans, whose fying carcor
beggnn in the H nuilr,‘ Pige HP 42

Hannibol class plane between Londan and

Pares in 18930,

Tweniy- eisthl yoars later b wos appoinied
{hight mumager ol the wteline’s VC 10 Beel ax
i efrtered vervioe, AL tine Il was 1[5
t modern Bratish atxlizes, and was seen
an b potential rival o the Aniericin alrorafl
thint dominated (he world's long haed) i
ronles

Dharing (he steemnit’s peoving Hights
Pamndall was concerned thad Here wis na
hortzoous surfoce in the strochore around
the windahield which could help piloty relate
the atrorilt’s athiyde 1o the hartzon ot o
visuil sppeoich 1o Bod. 1K soluticn wa 10
tronind o 1in steel wire abose the plare-
shigh). Thiv proved spcoessful, and has been
known s ibe *Hendall wishing line” vver
urnee

O April 29 1904 Rendall Oew the aivcralt
TN m.m puten] ighy o Lgos, (e sixth ype
of ateliser It‘ hwd | L&rw.n o West Alnion. Later
lie was m.pmmhh for many of the early
purivingt Qights of the Super VE A0, which he
U r\nhﬂi 10 1S Antroctucion Lo servion

The VC 10 played o mmoe role i the lifo
of Mendall arl bus fuondly. Lo 2001 o
virvespotndent commentod in the letiers
column of The Dadly Teltgraph hal two
penernbions of his famdly had Gossn the sanme
Sen Huroer, pro mplm,Jlu RAF la paint out
thiat tiree gesseritions of (e Reodil] Tanily
Baed Hosst tye ssone VO 10 (o (s 48 yeurs
fendall and e eldest aon hd Howen it
during Ws sersvice with BOAC and. aflor ils
mamverston o o air reluelling bnker for the
BAY, Remdalls granddimghter waa the
captaln of the snine sircrall on s final Mght
with No 104 Squsdson.

Whien Hendall took off for the Caribbean
it Deevtnber 19688 for the lant e befors

msmmmwmnmmmmmumm

his retitsunent Troms Britisto Ainsuys, his and Bendall rocalbed (hi nireld stodf saying | for 8 T minetios o Prinee Chirles i
eldent von oceupied the nght- hand seat of hid the exhaust Haes D the o clignes | Princess Anne vistied the ight dock to mant
the VO 10 a8 hs Tt officer 1o oll five vore visiile from o digtanee of 15 miles Rendall und Be shasvn the datranenis Hi
meibioes of the Bumily Tud Hown e Howesyee, deprirtures oo Malte for the alsn fook Llarokd Nl on b “wind (
aremfty and theee of s grodchildoen refum journey were teser dolayed o tis chisnge” 1oy of Afstca; nnd aftes i pociod it
beergtae atehine ot acooutnl. Thoye Biglus continund Jor sdme 16 | Sydney ds cnptiiin of ROAUS Bomie 703
Athebytan Shgad Mellersh Rendall was sianthe bofore ‘h“ Dikodo _'"l‘h“"‘] the ‘l,’ el swos ppaloted (Heht msmaser of 1
beary ..“ Januitry 1914 8t Chagliard, Desan,  Commanda, tn 1941 HOAL re sumed the VE 10 Det .,,, retitiig f1om 1 ! "
i eduested 4 Gresham's Schoo! and seErvon 1o Stockholo, Hying at nighl oves With iy fogr boode eevordingg 15,500 o i
Leeds Unlviesity, wharo be goined o BSe He || Gamman occupied Denmark.m order tn 14 difficrvet bypes of wincall, bo apealt tirey
heoame an assistan| ,,;rmnd nginear with collnct bad! bearings Yhat were sxial to Deytistc  yeoos arfvinng Are Coyidn on
the Herts msd Basex Avro Olob To lwo yenrs, | Induistey. Rendal) Hew nuny of these sortles  itrodaotion of the Teident ielin
rhuring which time he gmisied bio piiot’s iy the unarmed Tidleota, and laser the faster Rendall was very koen no boating, amd
licehoe. In 1836 he joined Imparsal Alsvays Moscquita sufhe veaes be uied & friend's 00 foo!
% A st olbcer For his seraoes, the Noowpstian tostoe sacde! Based by U Medstesruwewsn 1
e i perdod lying the HP 22 Renadall was | Goveznment appoinfed him-Rnlght (Fio latuy bt und sath ‘.hx‘.- i bont
wested 10 the de $loviliandd D B0 seryice Clinsgd) ol the Crodes oF SUOIE Towards Ui With slx clitidrvn, inclucing fwo sida )
wotween Rhcotoum and Wiest Afson. Duning end of the s, e tramsfemed o Vorks sod bwwinis, b conveniod the Lamily cor, o g
fhis pieriod he was vy (s oo Liberatoes Hying 1o Curo before tunsfernog  Lea Francia. foe holidays. e desoriin ..| 1)
icting ds engineer, rudio operalic o 10 the Lanesstrion Fotivertng Tamcinste v high-deality Tontve. § purd i additional
stownrel !l in aoe. Denpdte hig saliiple busnlier e oo e Austradian roate v o sty snddw M traved guld
renponsHilition, he cletmed that tos omly Hes e thie Youk on the Singapone routs somniortably
niloting aotivily vees b work the wing (s curtngg witieh thee he begi the flight I Losstl ikl of Abe Pllots and
with a hoedd puyps Bemen 118 niakname of anpluin. Then with the Intmdudtion of the Nistpurtes msarced i a Moster |
“Fliges™. He also cideetodis ohirdee wak o first Britiah modern phost - wir sirlines, U Cemtilioahs for “Nng veen) anal hig!
Wost Africn for e NASOTIAR ST Hermes, e wis made the Tigh! wohtlovemes ™, and iy 1950 he becv
[ thio early war dagy al Lagows he Thew ALt nidomnt of the flodt, The Host meomn®t. Eisegeman od £ ek, Heowam opgx
Ueniral de Goulle darng diseussions o the  wins cadled Tannibal al VA2 COBE o b
Frenoh cidossios’ sule Ja e wor efioet e whiicH Remdnd) had Now Hice Flarw™ Rendall dibd on Juls 18 1y 190
and bis radior GiEoer would otlen be away o Fasirr Jie swas one of s i ) wr marrsed Muanon Mocton, whao
o week at i tinmie fn arsss 30 temesle that the convert o the ey ticho propetivr Beisto puoteosaded o, He s steevived by i e
hod fo roniatat the alreeall themsel it Whaere The wan sl WL angE Hhires iy

nopointsd th
BOAC mumtotiied o s lolwoke siievice in Un PPN ’ \
e g I 1054 156 recedved flie Doren's

.o with Benddnll Hoine o Grirtix )

a0y orned Uiy ol 5 ) an

wirpdrintemdent

Cisasatnendnt i for Vndunble Sers i (R



