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Editorial 
 
Hello once again to you all.  It was good to meet many of you at the October Midlands Group meeting at 
Burton.  It was another most enjoyable day in many respects and to see Bill Colley’s display of East Africa 
was a special treat.  The next meeting at Burton is on 20 March, 2005 when our very own Duncan Crewe will 
be displaying his material on Imperial Airways’ flying boats.  Definitely an event not to be missed. 
 
It is a great pleasure to welcome a new member to our group: Derek Pearson of Stafford.  Derek tells me he 
has been collecting I.A. material for twenty years and now that he has just retired, he hopes to be able to start 
writing it up!  I know the feeling Derek. 
 
I hope you all will find something of interest in this issue.  Many thanks to those of you who have contributed 
and please send me any thoughts, comments, questions or additional items which will add to what has been 
written.  Of course, most importantly, please send me short or long articles for inclusion in the next issue. 
 
You may be interested to learn that two new books and a CD have been published recently.  Stan Wheatcroft 
has written, “The Mungavin Archive of the Pioneer Flights Between Europe and the East, 1918 – 1937.”  It is 
a unique and invaluable reference for those interested in the air mails of this period.  I recommend it without 
reservation.  It is available from Stan at the price of £23, including P & P.  Write to him at Long Close House, 
Chapel Street, Measham, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE12 7JD.  Telephone: 01530 270768. 
 
Jeffrey Brown has produced a CD, which is an updated version of his book, “Indian Air Mails,” which was 
published in 1995.  The CD has been reviewed by Stan W. in the November “Air Mail News” so I will not go 
into detail here.  It can be obtained from Jeffrey at Sedgewell, Fluder Hill, Kingskerswell, Newton Abbott, 
Devon, TQ12 5JD.  Telephone: 01803 872388.  E-mail: sedgewell@eclipse.co.uk.  The price is £12-50. 
 
I have to thank John Berridge for alerting me to the existence of a truly excellent book, published in South 
Africa.  It is entitled, “In Southern Skies” and subtitled, “A Pictorial History of Early Aviation in Southern 
Africa, 1816 – 1940.”  The author is John William Illsley, it is published by Jonathan Ball Publishers of 
Johannesburg and Cape Town.  ISBN 1-86842-168-6.  It is available in this country from the Africa Book 
Centre, 38 King Street, Covent Garden, London WC2E 8JT.  Telephone: 020 7240 6649 or 020 7497 0309.  
E-mail: orders@africabookcentre.com.  Website: www.africabookcentre.com.  Price: £45, including P & P.  
Yes, a high price perhaps but I know of six people who have purchased it and all are delighted with it and 
agree it is well worth the money.   It is hardbound, 362 pages, large format (bigger than A4 but I don’t know 
the correct name!).  It contains hundreds of photographs, mainly from South African sources and therefore 
ones not seen in aviation books published in the UK.  It covers all aspects of aviation in Southern Africa 
during the period, including chapters on Imperial Airways, Union Airways and South African Airways.  If you 
are dubious about buying it, feel free to telephone me and I will try to give you more details. 
 
I will finish with an anecdote, taken from “In Southern Skies,” 
relating to an Atalanta crew flying out of the Rand Airport with 
Captain “Tich” Atwood at the controls.  The First Officer was trying 
to obtain his wireless telegraphy licence and so began to idly tap 
practice morse messages back to the Rand Airport.  His first message 
was, “Clear Skies.”  Moments later a second message, “Pilot fling 
blind.”  There was immediate consternation back at Rand Airport.  
Had the weather conditions changed?  Was there oil on the 
windscreen?  Urgent messages were sent to the airliner to clarify the 
situation.  Came the reply: “Pilot’s air cushion has deflated.”!  Tich 
Atwood was so short that he had to use the cushion to see over the 
instrument panel and he would stand when taxiing the aircraft.  
(photograph from “The Aeroplane,” 9 March, 1932 edition). 
 

Annual subscription:  £10  (due 1st January 20005) 
 

Please make cheques payable to P.Wingent (address shown opposite) 

Mustn’t 
forget! 

I’ll send it 
right away! 
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Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail, 1930 ~ 1940 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
Introduction. 
Until I conducted some research at Post Office Archives in London, now named “Heritage Services” I believe: 
a name I cannot feel comfortable using, I had always thought that insufficiently prepaid air mail was charged 
double the deficiency and it was as simple as that.  My findings at P.O. Archives yielded a rather more 
involved story and one which I hope you will find provides added interest to the collection of such material. 
 
In this short study I intend to describe the rules governing the handling of insufficiently prepaid air mail, both 
as laid down by the U.P.U. and by the U.K. Post Office, the application of these rules and the ‘special 
agreements’ incorporated within them.  In addition, examples of covers transmitted both by air and those 
diverted to surface transport and their associated markings will be described. 
 
Background. 
The rules governing all facets of international postal services were laid down by the U.P.U.  These rules were 
reviewed and modifications were made to them where necessary at Congresses which were held every five 
years.  The following Congresses were held during the period of this study: 
 

Stockholm Congress (!924).  Rules applicable from 1 October 1925. 
 

London Congress (1929). Rules applicable from 1 July 1930. 
 

Cairo Congress (1934). Rules applicable from 1 January 1935. 
 

Buenos Aires Congress (1939). Rules applicable from 1 July 1940 (unadopted by many countries due to war). 
 
Rules Governing Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail, London Congress (applicable from 1 July 1930): 
Procedures prescribed under Articles 3(6) and 4(2) of the Air Post Annexe: 
 

• Insufficiently prepaid air mail correspondence can only be sent by air when the amount prepaid is at 
least the total air fee. 

 

• Correspondence cannot be taxed in respect of deficient air fees. 
• Air mail correspondence can only be taxed up to the limit of double the ordinary postage payable on 

the article taxed. 
 

Procedure prescribed under Article 5 of the Convention and Article 28 of the Air Post Annexe: 
• Administrations can mutually agree to vary the treatment accorded to underpaid air mail items. 

 
Perhaps some elucidation of these rules is necessary at this point. 
 

In the early 1930s, some administrations charged combined air fees and some charged ordinary postage, plus 
an air fee.  For instance, combined air fees were introduced in Britain on 23 February 1931 and thus when 
determining whether or not the air fee was fully prepaid on a cover, it is necessary to deduct the ordinary 
postage from the air fee.  For example, the air mail rate to South Africa in January 1932 was 1/- per ½ ounce 
and the ordinary rate to South Africa was 1½d. for the first ounce.  Thus a cover weighing up to ½ ounce 
franked between 10½d. and 11½d., although underpaid, could be transmitted by air because the full air fee 
(10½d.) had been paid.  If franked below 10½d., the cover should have been diverted to surface mail.  The 
problem with combined fees is that the ordinary postage and air fees were never advertised as separate items. 
 

On the other hand, administrations such as India and Egypt applied a system of charging an air fee plus 
ordinary postage throughout the 1930s and so it is easier to determine whether or not the full air fee on a cover 
was prepaid because both the ordinary postage and the air fees were advertised as separate items. 
 

The fourth bullet point above is important because the U.K. Post Office made reciprocal arrangements with 
many of the postal administrations of British Colonies and Dominions under the provisions of this clause. 
 
Mutual Agreements Between the U.K. Post Office and British Colonies and Dominions. 
Between 1931 and 1936 reciprocal agreements to vary the treatment of insufficiently prepaid air mail items 
were reached between the U.K. Post Office and many British Colonies and Dominions.  These agreements 
were made under the terms of the London Congress as stated above and were introduced initially on an 
experimental basis.  Following careful monitoring by the U.K. Post Office, they remained in force. 
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The three main provisions to vary the treatment of underpaid air mail items were as follows: 

• Insufficiently prepaid air mail correspondence to be forwarded by air, providing that at least some 
portion of the air fee is prepaid, double the deficiency being collected from the addressee. 

 

• A letter refused by the addressee to be returned to the sender for payment of the amount due. 
• Letters paid at the ordinary rate of postage, or less, to continue as previously to be sent by surface 

transport. 
 
The first such agreement was implemented between the U.K. Post Office and the India P.O. in July 1931.  The 
next, with some of the African administrations, was made in June 1932 and then followed agreements with 
other administrations, all with the same conditions.  A full listing is given below: 
 
1 July 1931: India. 
1 June 1932: Uganda; Kenya; Tanganyika; Northern & Southern Rhodesia; South Africa. 
1 July 1932: The Sudan. 
1 Jan. 1933: Australia & Ceylon. 
Circa Jan. 1933: Iraq & Palestine. 
Circa March 1933: Malaya; Sarawak; British North Borneo; Brunei. 
1 March 1933: Nyasaland. 
1 Jan. 1934: Zanzibar. 
 
Egypt refused the U.K. offer of the reciprocal agreement.  In a letter dated 11 November 1932, the P.M.G., 
Cairo gave the following reasons: 
 

    “……. this Administration applies the dispositions of para. 2, Art. 4 of the Air Mail Convention stipulating 
that such correspondence may only be forwarded by air mail if the amount prepaid is sufficient to cover the 
total amount of the air fee. 
     I would point out that it seems to me very difficult or rather impossible to collect the double of the 
deficiency in postage from the senders, in case the correspondence is not delivered to the addressees, as the 
senders may be unknown or refuse to pay the amount claimed. 
    In the circumstances, this Administration regrets its inability to adhere to the proposed arrangement.” 
 

The Dutch East Indies and Siam also refused the U.K. offer and continued to apply strictly the U.P.U. rules.  It 
should also be noted that The Sudan interpreted the U.K. offer slightly differently and forwarded all except 
totally unpaid items by air from 1 July 1932, apparently without question from the British Post Office. 
 
A question which bothers me, and one to which I have not found a satisfactory answer is, whilst these 
agreements were made between the U.K. Post Office and all the administrations listed above, did these 
administrations make similar agreements between themselves?  I have found only three pieces of documentary 
evidence concerning this and they hardly begin to provide a full answer. 
 

Firstly, in a letter dated 13 August 1935, the India Post Office Deputy Director General, writing to the U.K. 
Post Office said, “I am to say that the existing arrangement with the British Post Office under which air mail 
articles prepaid with full postage and a part of the air fee are forwarded by air was introduced as a special 
measure for the convenience of the public of both our countries when no such arrangement existed between 
India and any other country.” [underlining added by the writer for emphasis].  This makes clear the position 
of India, but ………. 
 

The second piece of evidence comes from Post Office Notice No. 22, dated 7 June 1935, published in the 
Southern Rhodesia Government Gazette, includes the statement that, “…… insufficiently prepaid air mail 
correspondence destined for the United Kingdom, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Tanganyika Territory, 
Kenya, Uganda, Nyasaland and the Union of South Africa is, if prepaid at more than the ordinary postage, 
forwarded by air mail and double the deficiency collected from the addressee.”  Thus the Southern Rhodesia 
Post Office had apparently made agreements with the administrations listed in this Notice. 
 

Finally, the South African Post Office, in a letter to the U.K. Post Office, dated 9 May 1932, accepting the 
initial agreement, included a final paragraph reading, “It is desired to make similar arrangements with the 
remaining countries on the South African air route and I shall be glad therefore if you will advise me of the 
result of your negotiations thereon.”  I have no further evidence to show if and when South Africa made such 
arrangements but I think it is likely it did, particularly with S.Rhodesia, in view of the P.O. Notice above. 
 

Overall, a very unsatisfactory answer to my question! 
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Examples of Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail Prior to the First Mutual Agreement. 
 

The cover was prepaid 1/- but because it weighed over ½ ounce, it should have been 
franked 2/- (of which 1/10d. was the air fee).  It was posted on 18 May 1932: just 12 
days before the introduction of the mutual agreement between the U.K. and S.Africa.    
Because the air fee was not fully prepaid, the bilingual cachet was applied by the Cape 
Town post office and the cover was diverted to surface route (Union-Castle steamer).  
Had it been posted on or after 1 June 1932, it would have been transmitted by air. 

The cover is franked 35 mil. which paid the air fee in full, the rate from The Sudan to 
India being 15 mil. per 15 grm. (Khartoum to Cairo) + 20 mil. per 15 grm. (Cairo to 
Karachi). The additional 10 mil. per 15 grm. ordinary postage was not paid.  Thus 
the boxed “T” mark was applied at Khartoum and the “DUE” handstamp at Karachi, 
2 annas deficiency being charged.  Because the air fee was fully paid the cover was 
flown: African service AN11 to Cairo, then Eastern service IE114 to Karachi, where 
the purple bars cancelling the label were applied, then it was sent by train to Simla. 

Facsimile of the 
“Karachi Due” 
handstamp.  “2” 
was added in 
manuscript on 
the cover. 
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Examples of Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail Following the First Mutual Agreement. 

 
 

 

The cover is franked 20 cents, this being only the ordinary Empire postage rate (for the first 
ounce) and as no part of the air mail fee was paid, the “INSUFFICIENTLY PAID FOR AIR MAIL” 
cachet was applied.  It is backstamped Mbeya 6 July and Dar es Salaam 13th.  Instead of 
being flown from Mbeya by service AS70, which arrived Cape Town 11th, it was correctly 
diverted to surface route, i.e. sent by train to Dar es Salaam and then by ship to Cape Town. 

From 1 November 1933 to 26 November 1934, the air mail rate from South Africa to the U.K. 
was 10d. per ½ ounce.  The Port Elizabeth post office applied the manuscript “Above ½ oz” 
and the octagonal “T/CENTIMES” with “160” inserted in red.  The cover is franked 1/- but 
because it weighed over half an ounce, it should have been franked 1/8d.  Thus double the 
deficiency was 16d. and, as 10 gold centimes = 1d., the “1S/4D F.B.” handstamp and 1/4d. 
postage due stamps were applied upon arrival in London.  Datestamped Port Elizabeth, 8 Jan 
1934, the cover was sent by train to Cape Town to connect with service AN149, operated by 
AW XV Artemis, which departed Cape Town on the 10th but returned with engine trouble.  It 
departed again on the 11th and arrived Croydon to schedule on the 20th. 
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Gold Francs and Centimes: an International Postal Currency. 
A brief background to the introduction and use of the gold centime is appropriate at this point.  My source of 
information for the first paragraph is a very useful book by Michael Furfie.1 
 

In the 1920s and 30s charges raised on insufficiently prepaid mail were expressed in gold centimes, which 
was a notional currency used by all members of the U.P.U.  Prior to WW1, standard international postage 
rates and charges were specified in franc currency, as used by France, Switzerland, Belgium, etc.  Following 
the end of WW1, several European currencies, including the French franc, became devalued and unstable.  At 
the U.P.U. Congress held at Madrid in 1920, the U.P.U. replaced it with a currency called the “gold franc.”  
By the time of the 1924 U.P.U. Congress, held in Stockholm, most currencies had been stabilized and this 
Congress defined the gold franc as having the value of 9 over 31 (0.2903225) grams of pure gold. 
 

So far as insufficiently prepaid international air mail covers are concerned, the practice followed was that the 
dispatching office calculated the amount of deficiency in their own currency, doubled it and then converted 
the amount into gold centimes.  They then applied a “T” handstamp and wrote the figure in manuscript next to 
it.  The receiving office would convert the gold centimes figure into their own currency and raise the charge 
by applying postage due stamps of the appropriate value.  That’s the theory anyway!  Evidence from existing 
covers shows that quite often charges were not raised by dispatching countries on obviously underpaid items 
and also receiving countries failed to raise charges on items clearly marked as underpaid by the dispatching 
countries. 
 

The challenge for the collector when checking if insufficiently prepaid charges are correct on an item is to 
know the conversion rates from gold centimes to the currencies of the countries concerned.  The list below is 
far from complete.   If readers know of any other conversion rates, please send them for future publication. 
 

Country Conversion Country Conversion 
Great Britain K.U.T. 5 cents = 6 gold centimes 
South Africa Zanzibar 3 cents = 5 gold centimes 
N. & S Rhodesia Mauritius 4 cents = 5 gold centimes 
Australia 

 
 
 
 

1d. = 10 gold centimes 

India 1 anna = 10 gold centimes 
Egypt U.S.A. 1 cent = 5 gold centimes 
The Sudan 

 
 
 

2 mils. = 5 gold centimes Iraq * 3 annas = 25 gold centimes 
      

                * Iraq changed currency from Annas & Rupees to Fils & Dinars on 1 April 1932.  Conversion rate for Fils not known by writer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cover is datestamped Boston/Mass., 15 March 1936, backstamped Cape Town 6 April.  It is franked at 
the correct 27 cents per ½ ounce air mail fee for carriage by air from London, but the 5 cents for the 
first ounce ordinary postage was not paid.  It was transmitted by air because the full air fee was paid, as 
per U.P.U. rules.  At New York the “T N.Y.” & “CENTIMES” handstamps were applied with “50” added 
in manuscript.  As 1 U.S. dollar = 5 gold centimes, the “50” represents double the deficiency and as 10 
gold centimes = 1d., the “5D” handstamp and stamps for the correct postage due of 5d. were applied at 
Cape Town.  Cover sent by sea to U.K., then flown by service AS 330 to Jo’burg., then S.A.A. to Cape. 
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U.K. Post Office Rules Governing the Treatment of Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail. 
The following rules are contained in “Rules for Offices of Exchange, 1932,”2 held at Post Office Archives, 
London.  (Offices of Exchange are those offices which pass British mail to foreign postal administrations and 
receive incoming mail from them). 

“AIR MAILS. 
258. Surcharges. – Unpaid and insufficiently prepaid air mail correspondence must be treated as follows:- 

(a) An article entirely unpaid must be treated as an ordinary article and surcharged and forwarded by 
ordinary mail, or returned to the sender in accordance with the rules applicable to ordinary 
correspondence.  If forwarded by ordinary mail, all air mail markings must be obliterated by means of 
two transverse strokes. 

(b) In the absence of instructions to the contrary an insufficiently prepaid unregistered article, on which the 
amount prepaid represents at least (*) the amount of the air fee (which is arrived at by deducting the 
appropriate amount of postage at the rate for the country in question from the combined postage and air 
fee) must be surcharged double the deficiency and forwarded by air mail.  If, however, the amount 
prepaid is less than the air fee so calculated, the article must be diverted to the ordinary mail, 
surcharged, if necessary, in respect of an deficiency in postage.” 

 

(*) In December 1934 this rule was modified by deleting the words, “represents at least” and substituting, 
“represents 25 per cent at least of.”  (This will be explained under the next sub-heading). 

 

"(c) An insufficiently prepaid registered article which has been accepted for registration as well as for 
transmission by air mail, and on which the amount paid is sufficient to cover the air fee, must be 
forwarded by air mail without surcharge and the deficiency collected by means of form O.E.1000.” 

 

In May 1935 this rule was deleted and the replaced by the following: 
"(c) An insufficiently prepaid registered article which has been accepted for registration as well as for 

transmission by air mail must be forwarded by air mail without surcharge, but postage stamps 
representing the amount of the deficiency must be affixed to the packet and cancelled before dispatch, 
the value of the stamps so affixed must be entered on form P.429H.  The irregularity must be reported 
on form O.E.13.” 

"(d) When an unpaid or insufficiently paid article is diverted to the ordinary mail, all air mail markings 
must be cancelled by means of two thick transverse strokes. 

(e) The air mail fee and postage on all air mail correspondence posted in this country must be prepaid in 
British stamps.  If the air fee is prepaid in stamps of another country, the figure (0) must be written 
against the stamps – see Rule 174 – and the air mail indications must be obliterated by means of two 
transverse strokes and the article must be treated and circulated as an article dispatched by ordinary 
mail.” 

 
 
 

Further general rules relating to surcharges applied to both surface and air mail.  These were as follows: 
 
 
 

“SURCHARGES – GENERAL. 
 

171. Surcharges, where to be raised. - In general, surcharges must be raised only at the office of exchange 
which actually dispatches the correspondence to or receives it from an office of exchange abroad.  
Correspondence in transit must not be marked in this country for taxation. 
 

172. Examination of correspondence. – Under the terms of the Postal Union Convention, it is the duty of the 
administration of origin to mark for taxation unpaid or insufficiently prepaid correspondence.  It is, however, 
not necessary to make a special examination of the mails to detect such correspondence, but articles observed 
to be unpaid or insufficiently prepaid during the ordinary sorting or examination of outward or inward mails 
must be put aside for the appropriate treatment. 

 
 
 

SURCHARGES – OUTWARD. 
 

176. Amount of surcharge. – The surcharge on unpaid or insufficiently prepaid correspondence when due to 
be forwarded is double the amount of the deficient postage, with a minimum surcharge of 1d. (10 gold 
centimes).  [The minimum surcharge was changed to ½d. (5 gold centimes) in December 1934]. 
 

177. Computation of charge. – On correspondence taxed at double the deficiency, the deficiency in pence 
multiplied by 20 gives in gold centimes the amount of the surcharge to be marked on the packet. 
 

178. Marking the surcharge. – Surcharged correspondence must be impressed with the “T” stamp and the 
amount of the surcharge in gold francs and centimes must be indicated in legible figures placed in the upper 
right-hand corner of the cover.” 
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“SURCHARGES – INWARD. 
 

186. Rates of postage. – The rates of postage for all classes of correspondence sent to the United Kingdom 
are shown on form P.114E.  This form must be corrected from the notices which appear from time to time in 
the Post Office Circular and must be used in calculating surcharges on unpaid and insufficiently prepaid 
articles from abroad.” 
 

[Form P.114E gave, as well as rates and weight steps, the equivalents in centimes of the minimum letter rates.  
It would be an invaluable tool for many postal historians but, unfortunately, it cannot be found in Post Office 
Archives]. 
 

“187. Units of weight. – The unit of weight adopted by every country for correspondence dispatched to the 
United Kingdom will be found on form P.114E.  It is important to notice that a single letter rate from abroad 
may be overweight though weighing less than 1 oz. (i.e. between 20 grammes and 28.3465 grammes) and so 
on for subsequent rates.  This fact will be found to explain many complaints as to surcharges raised on 
correspondence from abroad. 
 

188. Articles which do not bear the “T” stamp must be treated as fully paid unless there is an obvious error.  
In the case of correspondence from countries using the decimal-metric system of weight, if a letter prepaid as 
for 20 grammes is not marked by the office of origin for taxation, a charge for insufficient prepayment must 
not be raised in this country provided that the letter does not weigh more than one ounce. 
 

190. Conversion of surcharge. – On all inward correspondence marked for taxation, the surcharge indicated 
in gold centimes by the office of origin must be converted into pence at the rate of 10 gold centimes = 1d..  In 
making the conversion, remainders must be dealt with as follows: 1 or 2 centimes, ignored; 3 to 7 inclusive 
treated as ½d.; 8 or 9 treated as 1d. 
 

195. Registered articles. – Unpaid or insufficiently paid registered articles must be surcharged in the same 
way as unregistered articles, account being taken of the registration fee as well as the postage.” 
 

This rule was changed to the following in December 1934: 
 

“195. Registered articles. – Unpaid or insufficiently paid registered articles must be charged with the amount 
of the single deficiency, account being taken of the registration fee as well as the postage, or as indicated by 
the country of origin.” 
 
Rules Governing Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail, Cairo Congress (applicable from 1 January 1935): 
The regulations prescribed by the London Congress (given on page 2 of this study) were embodied in the rules 
of the Cairo Congress but an important addition to them was made under Article 5(2): 

 

• Administrations of origin may forward correspondence by air if the charges prepaid represent at least 
25 per cent at least of the amount of the air mail fee. 

 

It should be noted that this clause provided administrations with the option of forwarding underpaid mail by 
air but did not require them to do so. 
 
Renewal of the Mutual Agreements Between the U.K. Post Office and British Colonies and Dominions. 
On 8 November 1934, prior to the implementation of the rules of the Cairo Congress, the U.K. Post Office 
wrote to all the administrations with which it had made special reciprocal agreements between 1931 and 1934 
(see list on page 3) extracts from which follow: 
 

   “As you are aware, Article 5(2) of the Cairo Convention, which comes into operation on the 1st of January 
next, provides that administrations of origin have the option of forwarding insufficiently prepaid air mail 
correspondence by air if the amount of the charges prepaid represents at least 25% of the amount of the air 
fee. 
   The Postmaster General proposes to exercise the option in the case of air correspondence for countries with 
which no reciprocal arrangement such as exists between our two administrations is in force.  He is, however, 
anxious that the reciprocal arrangement, and the reciprocal arrangements which have been concluded with 
many other administrations, should continue in operation after the 1st of January next without modification 
and he trusts that you will feel able to agree with this course.” 
 

During November and December affirmative replies were received from all the administrations concerned, 
with the exception of the Indian Post Office. 
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The Indian Post Office Declines the Offer to Renew the Reciprocal Arrangement. 
Although the U.K. offer was made in a letter dated 8 November 1934, the Indian Post Office did not respond 
until 13 August 1935.  In a letter of that date, the Deputy Director General of the Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
Department wrote to the G.P.O., London, saying: 
 

   “I am to say that the existing arrangement with the British Post Office under which air mail articles prepaid 
with the full postage and a part of the air fee are forwarded by air was introduced as a special measure for 
the convenience of the public of both our countries when no such arrangement existed between India and any 
other country.  The position has changed with the coming into force of the new provision in Article 5(2) of the 
Air Mail Convention of Cairo.  This administration now proposes to make reciprocal arrangements with 
Empire countries for the exercise of the option allowed by Article 5(2).  When this arrangement is made with 
other countries air mail articles on which the charges prepaid represent at least 25% of the air mail fee can 
be forwarded by air.  The continuance of the existing arrangement with the British Post Office will thus put 
the public of both our countries at a disadvantage in the matter of exchange of insufficiently prepaid air mail 
articles between India and the United kingdom as compared with the proposed arrangement between India 
and other Empire countries. 
   The Director General would therefore be obliged if the British Post Office will reconsider the question and 
agree to a reciprocal arrangement for the exercise of the option allowed by Article 5(2) of the Air Mail 
Convention of Cairo.” 
 

Further correspondence followed culminating in an internal U.K. Post Office memo, dated 7 March 1936 in 
which the authorities finally surrendered: 
 

   “It will be seen from the foregoing correspondence that it has unfortunately not been possible to persuade 
India to adopt the arrangements whereby all insufficiently prepaid air correspondence is sent by air, double 
the deficiency being collected from the addressee; and that it has been found necessary to agree that such 
correspondence exchanged with India shall in future be treated in accordance with the provisions of Article 
5(2) of the Air Mail Regulations. 
   It will doubtless be noted that henceforth insufficiently prepaid air correspondence from India for this 
country will be forwarded by air only if the charges prepaid represent at least 25% of the air mail fee; and 
arrangements will no doubt be made for insufficiently prepaid air correspondence from this country for India 
to be treated similarly.” 
 

In a letter dated 21 April 1936, the U.K. Post Office wrote to the Director General of the Indian Post Office 
agreeing to the treatment described above of underpaid air mail between the two countries. 
 
Perfidy by the British Post Office! 
In August and September 1932 the British Post Office considered it desirable to modify the reciprocal 
agreements it had made with India and some African colonies by dispatching insufficiently prepaid air mail 
correspondence by air irrespective of the amount prepaid.  A survey of the amounts of mail involved was 
conducted for the India mail of 24 Sept. 1932 and the Africa mail of the 21st.  The results were tabulated as 
follows: 

 
 
 

 
Destination 

 
 

No. of letters surcharged 
and forwarded by air mail 

No. of letters diverted to ordinary 
route because only the ordinary 
postage or less was prepaid. 

India 290 23 
Sudan 11 1 
Uganda 2 0 
Kenya 19 1 
Tanganyika 6 1 
Rhodesia 4 2 
South Africa 13 0 
Totals 345 28 

 
Concluding that the return indicated that only very small amounts of correspondence would be affected, an 
internal memo to the Controller, dated 18 October 1932 ordered: 
 

“In future all correspondence for India, The Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Rhodesia and South Africa 
which is marked for transmission by air should be forwarded by air, surcharged double any deficiency, even if 
only the ordinary postage or less is prepaid.”   [Writer’s emphasis]. 
 

It is clear from another internal memo, dated only October 1932, that the U.K. Post Office was wary of the  
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likely response of the Indian Post Office to the action it was taking: 
 

“As regards the diversion to the ordinary route of air mail correspondence for India which is only prepaid at 
the ordinary rate of postage or less, it is possible that India may not be disposed to agree to a reciprocal 
arrangement under which such correspondence would be sent by air in both directions.  The amount of 
outward correspondence involved is, however, very small and it might be sent by air from this country even if 
India prefers to continue the present practice in the reverse direction.” 
 

There then followed a gap of three years until, on 26 September 1935, the U.K. Post Office wrote to the 
P.M.Gs. of South Africa, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika as follows: 
 

“Subsequent to the introduction of our reciprocal agreement, effective from 1 June 1932, an arrangement was 
introduced in this service, and is still being applied to items addressed to your country, whereby all unpaid 
and insufficiently prepaid air mail correspondence, and not merely letters on which at least the ordinary 
postage had been prepaid, was forwarded by air, double the amount of the deficiency being collected from the 
addressee.  As returns indicated that the amount of air correspondence prepaid only to the extent of ordinary 
postage or less was negligible, you were not asked to agree to the addition of this modification to the original 
arrangement on a reciprocal basis.  [Writer’s emphasis].  The Postmaster General would be glad if you could 
see your way to agree to the adoption of the latter arrangement in the service with your country on a 
reciprocal basis.” 
 

During October 1935 the administrations wrote to the G.P.O., London, agreeing to the new arrangement. 
 
As already noted on page 3, The Sudan had interpreted the original agreement slightly differently from the 
other administrations concerned.  The interpretation is described in the letter which follows, dated 10 March 
1936, from the Postal Services Department, G.P.O., London, to the Director of Posts and Telegraphs, 
Khartoum: 
 

“I am directed by the P.M.G. to refer to your letter of the 20th June 1932, notifying the introduction of the 
arrangement whereby all insufficiently prepaid, except totally underpaid air correspondence posted in Sudan 
for this country is forwarded by air, and to say that arrangements are now in operation between this office 
and a number of administrations on the Imperial air routes whereby all insufficiently prepaid, including 
totally unpaid, air correspondence is forwarded by air, double the amount of the deficiency being collected 
from the addressee.  The P.M.G. would be glad if you could see your way to agree to an extension of the 
arrangement between our two administrations to include unpaid air correspondence.” 
 

The reply from Khartoum, dated 30 March 1936, agreed to implement the new arrangement forthwith. 
 
Examples of Incorrect and Inconsistent Treatment by the U.K. Post Office of Unpaid Air Mail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Both covers were posted in Bournemouth, on 21 March 1936 (left) and 28 May 1936 (right).  The left-hand one was sent 
by air and has a Kampala backstamp of 29 March.  The right-hand cover was diverted to surface route, the air mail label 
being cancelled by the two red bars of London, and on the reverse the addressee wrote, ”Posted 28th May 1936.  
Received 24th June 1936.  Posted for Air Mail without stamps & received by ordinary mail without surcharge.”  
According to the rules and agreements already described, both covers should have been sent by air mail, both should 
have had charges raised in London by the application of a “T” mark and an inscription of “120 c” representing 120 
gold centimes (double deficiency of 6d. per ½ ounce air mail rate to K.U.T.).  At Kampala, postage due stamps to the 
value of 100 cents (5 cents = 6 gold centimes) should have been applied. 
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Agreements Between the U.K. Post Office and Hong Kong, Nigeria and The Gold Coast. 
On 7 May 1936 the British Post Office wrote to the P.M.Gs. of Hong Kong, Nigeria and The Gold Coast: 
 

   “I am directed by the Postmaster General to say that as you are aware, postal administrations have the 
option under Article 5(2) of the Air Mail Regulations of forwarding insufficiently prepaid air correspondence 
by air if the charges prepaid represent 25% at least of the amount of the air mail fee. 
   Arrangements are however in force in the air mail service between this administration and most of the other 
Empire administrations on the Empire air routes whereby all unpaid and insufficiently prepaid air 
correspondence is dispatched by air, double the deficiency being collected from the addressee.  This 
arrangement, which is regarded as permissible by virtue of the provisions of Article 5 of the Postal Union 
Convention and is more favourable to the expeditious treatment of air correspondence than that contemplated 
in Article 5(2) of the Air Mail Regulations, has been found to work satisfactorily in practice and the 
Postmaster General would be glad if you could see your way to agree to its adoption in the service between 
this country and yours.” 
 

Both Hong Kong (in letter dated 23 May) and Nigeria (in letter dated 20 May) consented to the arrangement 
but the P.M.G. of The Gold Coast raised objections and stated a different intention in a letter dated 4 August: 
 

   “The Gold Coast Colony is unable to accept the arrangement that letters posted in The Gold Coast unpaid 
should be forwarded by air. 
   Insufficiently prepaid correspondence bearing postage of at least 50% of the gross postage including the air 
mail fee will be accepted and forwarded by The Gold Coast.  This proportion is necessary to safeguard the 
Air Mail Service against abuse. 
   A large proportion of the present ordinary surcharged correspondence forwarded to the United Kingdom is 
refused by the addressees and returned to this Department for return to senders.” 
 

The British P.O. response, contained in an internal memo of 24 August 1936, was as follows: 
 

“It is not proposed to press further for adoption by The Gold Coast Colony of the arrangement whereby all 
insufficiently prepaid air correspondence is forwarded by air and the position will thus be that in the service 
to the Colony all insufficiently prepaid air correspondence will be forwarded by air but in the service from the 
Colony only air correspondence prepaid at least 50% of the combined postage and air fee will be so 
forwarded.” 
 
Example of cover from Egypt: 
The Egyptian Post Office continued to adhere to its policy of forwarding by air insufficiently prepaid air 
correspondence only if the air fee was paid in full.  The cover below is an example: 

 
 
 

The cover was posted at Abu Butt on 15 September 1936.  Air mail rate from Egypt to U.K. was 15 mil. per 20 grm. 
ordinary postage + 13 mil. per 20 grm. air fee.  It was correctly franked  for a letter below 20 grm. but it must have 
weighed above that and thus the fees should have been 30 mil. ordinary postage + 26 mil. air fee.  Because the air fee 
was paid in full (cover franked 28 mil.) it was dispatched by air, the boxed “T” mark and the manuscript “2/70” were 
applied in Egypt.  The deficient postage was 28 mil. and only single deficiency was charged.  As 2 mil. = 5 gold centimes, 
14 x 5 = 70 and thus the U.K. post office raised a charge of 7d. and affixed postage due stamps to that value on the cover. 
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Example of Southern Rhodesia Applying Strictly Clause 5 of the Cairo Congress. 
Although the Cairo Clause 5 allowed administrations the option to dispatch insufficiently prepaid air mail 
correspondence by air if the amount prepaid was at least 25% of the air fee, Southern Rhodesia is an example 
of an administration which chose not to exercise this option, proved by the following extract from Postal 
Notice No. 22 of 1935, dated 7 June and published in the Southern Rhodesia Government Gazette: 
 

“All insufficiently prepaid air mail correspondence addressed to countries other than those named above (*) 
is transmitted by air and double the deficiency collected from the addressee if the charges prepaid represent 
at least the amount of the air mail fee.  The air mail fee is regarded as the difference between the combined 
air postage fee and the ordinary postage rate. 
All other insufficiently prepaid air mail correspondence is sent forward by surface transport.” 
 

(*) The countries named were United Kingdom, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Tanganyika Territory, 
Kenya, Uganda, Nyasaland and the Union of South Africa. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The cover, posted at Victoria Falls on 7 April 1937, is franked 9d.  The air mail fee from 
Southern Rhodesia to the U.S.A. at this time was 1/2d. per ½ ounce to all places other than 
New York.  The air mail fee would have been calculated at 11d. (1/2d. combined air fee 
minus 3d. for the first ounce ordinary postage).  Thus the air fee was underpaid by 2d. and 
the cover was diverted to surface mail; the black handstamp, reading “CONVERTED TO 
SURFACE MAIL FOR REASON STATED” and the manuscript inscription, “Insufficiently Prepaid” 
added, it is believed, at Bulawayo after arrival there by train from Victoria Falls. 

 
Possible Acceptance by Australia of Clause 5 of the Cairo Congress. 
The cover shown on the next page indicates the possible application of the option by the Australian Post 
Office contained in Clause 5 of the Cairo Congress.  It is underfranked by more than the difference between 
the combined air fee and the ordinary postage but was definitely transmitted by air mail.  However, I have no 
documentary evidence to prove whether or not Australia applied the option to transmit such mail by air. 
 

In March 1938 the Australian P.O. issued Air Mail Leaflet No. 3 (extract below) giving the rate to South 
Africa as 2/3d. per ½ ounce, as per the franking on the cover.  I believe this was an error, since it was less than 
the rates to Nyasaland and Rhodesia and that the 2/9d. per ½ ounce rate (in force from Nov. 1934) for carriage 
by air to Cairo and in Africa, remained in force until August 1938.  

 
 

 

Black handstamp. 
 
 

Manuscript. 
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Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail and the Empire Air Mail Scheme. 
From July 1937, when the first stage of the E.A.M.S. was introduced, the U.K. Post Office ran a continuing 
publicity campaign to educate the public of the correct postage rates and, in particular, that the E.A.M.S. rates 
were per HALF ounce and not per ounce, as the earlier surface mail rates had been.  Whilst it is beyond the 
scope of this study to go into detail about the effect of the E.A.M.S., an example of an underpaid cover to 
Uganda, with a U.K. rate advertising cachet on the reverse is illustrated below: 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Cover is datestamped Sydney, 9 March 1938 and the postage dues are cancelled Jo’burg. 
26 March, proving it was conveyed by air.  It is franked 2/3d. and was deemed to be 6d. 
deficient.  The Sydney P.O. applied the boxed “T/ centimes” handstamp and wrote “120,” 
to charge 120 gold centimes, equivalent to 12d., this being double the deficiency.  The 
Jo’burg. P.O. applied the circular “1/-“ handstamp and the 2 x 6d. postage due stamps. 

The cover is franked at 1½d. per ½ ounce E.A.M.S. rate but was over the minimum weight so the U.K. Post Office raised 
a charge of 30 gold centimes =1½d. deficiency x 2.  Postage due stamps to the value of 25 cents were applied at Entebbe, 
as 5 cents (Uganda) = 6 gold centimes.  The U.K. advertising cachet on the reverse of the cover has been superimposed. 
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Insufficiently Prepaid Air Mail Refused by the Addressee. 
Under the terms of all U.P.U. Conventions, it was a right of addressees to refuse to pay the charges on 
underpaid air mail letters.  In this event the rules prescribed that the underpaid item was to be returned to the 
sender who should pay the charges which had been raised.  An example of such an item is illustrated below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cover is datestamped, Gwanda, 21 February 1939.  It was sent by train to Bulawayo then flown by RANA 
to Beira to connect with I.A. service DN173, which departed 23 Feb. and arrived Southampton on the 28th. 
 

The E.A.M.S. rate of 1½d. per ½ ounce applied at this time.  Because the letter weighed over ½ ounce, the 
Gwanda post office applied the red manuscript marking and the circular “12/TO PAY” with “30c” in blue 
manuscript inserted, being double the deficiency in gold centimes.  Upon arrival at the S.E.1 post office, the 
“3D/ TO PAY/SE1” handstamp was applied together with a 3d. postage due stamp.  When delivery to the Dolcis 
Shoe Company was attempted, the letter was refused and, according to correct procedure, the delivery officer 
completed an ‘uncollected surcharge form’ and the postage due stamp was initialed by the authorising officer, 
in this case “WJP,” and the purple handstamp “CHARGE NOT COLLECTED/FRESH LABEL REQUIRED” was applied 
over the stamp.  In such cases, letters were to be returned to sender for payment of the charge and hence the 
“RETURN TO SENDER/Refused” handstamp was applied to the reverse and the “UNDELIVERED FOR REASON 
STATED/RETURN TO SENDER” handstamp applied to the front.  The letter would have been opened to ascertain 
the sender’s address (hence resealing tape).  Upon arrival at Salisbury, the “RETURNED LETTER BRANCH/G.P.O. 
SALISBURY/16 MAR. 39” handstamp was applied to the reverse. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion. 
A long and complex story but one which I hope will arouse the interest of readers in insufficiently prepaid air 
mail.  Please send me copies of covers in your collection for future publication which either comply with or 
break the rules described in this study, particularly from countries not featured here due to my African bias! 
 
References. 

1 Michael Furfie.  “British Postage Due Mail, 1914 – 1971.”  Published by the author.  1993. 
2 “Rules for Offices of Exchange.”  1932 edition held at Post Office Archives, London.  (Post 68/412.) 
3 “Air Mail – Insufficiently prepaid correspondence.  Treatment.”  Files held at Post Office Archives, 

London.  (Post 33/M 4505/1933). 

Faint impression of the 
“CHARGE NOT COLLECTED/ 
……….” purple handstamp. 

Above: Facsimile of the “Charge 
not Collected/ …” handstamp. 
 
Right: Copy of part of reverse 
showing the markings applied. 
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Post cards of Imperial Airways’ aircraft 
 

By Duncan Crewe 
 
Editor’s note:  Many thanks to Duncan for continuing to provide copies of post cards from his extensive 
collection.  This is building into an excellent series which provides readers with a very good idea of the range 
of cards available.  Please would you all check your collections of cards and send me copies of any you have 
which are not featured in either this or previous editions of Duncan’s ‘regular column.’ 
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DH 86 Diana Class of Qantas Empire Airways 
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MPIKA.  An extract from “The Lake of the Royal Crocodiles,” 
a book written by Eileen Bigland. 

 

Article written by Stan Wheatcroft 
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I said, "Has the ground staff here an early closing day too? " "Oh no. He's gone off to 
search caves for bushman drawings as there isn’t another plane until tomorrow 
night." I swallowed Tusker thoughtfully and wished they employed women at airline 
stops. It seemed to be a grand job. 

"And don't you take the sausages at breakfast, dearie, " warned the blonde.   "They put 
too much spice in them and they're awful things for returning on you". 

I asked hastily when the lorry left. "Well, its scheduled for six but Mr. L still has a 
wireless set to pack up and he doesn't feel like doing it tonight, so if you ask for six-
thirty that'II be great. The driver can’t leave without you and you won't be finished 
breakfast before seven." 

"Where is the driver? I haven't seen him yet. " 

"Oh, we wheeled him to bed early in the evening. " 

A pleasant outlook for four hundred miles in a diesel-engined lorry. I retired to bed, 
reflecting that Northern Rhodesia was a funny place. 

Next morning, as I nibbled sausage a trifle apprehensively I heard a fragment of 
conversation from the lounge. "She's forty and married. She writes books, and she's 
been to Russia, and she's got a hell of a lot of money because she came out by flying 
boat. " "My Gawd!"  said the blonde's voice. 

I jumped. Could this be fame - although it was a pity that they had got the money bit 
wrong. Then I remembered, I had laid my passport and air-tickets on the table last 
night for a few moments while I was fixing up my return journey. Opportunities are 
seldom missed in Africa. 

The Mackenzie Photographs 

A number of years ago a couple that I knew, the Mackenzie's, gave me the following 
photographs of Mpika. He had been in the Rhodesian police force and she a nurse 
there. While they had been on holiday they had visited Shiwa Ngandu and Mpika and 
had taken the photographs then. 

Note: In the bottom photograph the building on the left was the police station at that 
time. The building on the right was the police station which was initially Imperial 
Airways' wireless station. 

After "the troubles" in Rhodesia certain members of the police force had been asked to 
stay on to help re-establish law and order.  Ian Mackenzie was one of these policemen.  A 
police band had been assembled to help in these efforts and the next photograph, 
taken at Shiwa Ngandu, shows Sir Stewart Gore Brown shaking hands with members of 
the band after their performance (his daughter Lorna is in the centre of the picture). The 
story goes that they had come to Shiwa Ngandu to march and play and Sir Stewart had 
been asked to take the salute at the march past. He had replied that he was entirely 
unprepared and couldn't possibly do such a thing at such short notice. However they 
persisted in their efforts to persuade him and after a while he said "Oh, alright" and 
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promptly put his hand into his pocket and brought out his medals and regalia, put them on 
as you can see in the photograph, and took the salute as requested. 

The first photograph establishes when they were taken. Rhodesian independence was 
established in 1964 and Sir Stewart died in 1967 and so its date is most likely to be 
1965. This was just after the time when colour photographs had come in and it was only 
the special ones that they took in colour, the others of course being in black and white. 

The next photograph shows a set of steps that they came across at Mpika with the 
inscription “Wilson Airways” on them. They must have been one of the last relics of the 
Wilson Airways Central Africa Service from Kisumu to Lusaka via Nairobi, Moshi, 
Dodoma, Mbeya, Mpika and Broken Hill, which had started in June 1937. It is quite 
likely that Eileen Bigland would have used these steps when leaving the aeroplane at 
Mpika after her visit to the copper belt. Although she had travelled there by lorry and 
train, she had returned by aeroplane from Broken Hill to Mpika and then walked the 
hundred miles to Shiwa Ngandu. She wrote :- 

"For myself I like the Chibemba word ulendo, meaning a journey, far better than the 
Swahili word safari which is more universally used even in Northern Rhodesia. There is a 
sweet, leisurely sound about ulendo entirely suited to long treks through the bush and to 
our journey in particular. Although the District Commissioner proposed to do quite a 
lot of hunting, he also had to dispense justice at the various villages so that safari was 
not really a rightful name ". 

I reached Mpika to hear that I was going to achieve my heart's desire: return to Shiwa 
Ngandu on foot. For that was the way in which paradise ought to be approached, a way 
in which modern machines had no part and the visitor had to rely solely on his own 
physical powers. 

With the outbreak of war in September 1939 the operation of Wilson Airways became 
increasingly difficult and it went into liquidation in September 1940. 

So we see from the above that these steps were probably made by 1938 and were still in 
existence in Mpika in 1965, a period of some twenty seven years. How much longer 
did they survive there in Mpika? 

 
 
 
 



Imperial Airways Gazette             December 2004 (Issue 26)         27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



28                December 2004 (Issue 26)        Imperial Airways Gazette 
 
 
 

Imperial Airways First Regular Air Mail to South Africa 

This cover was carried on Imperial Airways First Regular Service to Cape Town 
which left Croydon on 20 January 1932. The rate was 9d and the stamp was cancelled 
with the Croydon Aerodrome canceller. It was delivered to Mpika on 30 January 
after leaving Shiwa Ngandu earlier in the day. The aircraft had spent the previous 
night there after being forced to make an emergency landing due to bad weather. 
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          (The extract from the Bertram Report was obtained from Post Office Archives, London, by Peter Wingent) 
 
 
 
 
 
Addition to Stan’s article by your over-intrusive editor! 
 

Because there is some space left on the page, I thought I could fill it with the cover shown below 
which was posted at Mpika on 28 January 1932 and received a Cape Town arrival datestamp of 2 
February.  It continued on the first southbound flight after the off-loading of Stan’s cover. 
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The inauguration of Imperial Airways’ Cairo ~ Basra service 
 

By Laurence Kimpton 
 
On 7 January 1927, Imperial Airways took over from the R.A.F. the operation of the Cairo ~ Baghdad Air 
Mail Service and extended it to Basra.  It had been decided that Imperial Airways would at first operate a 
Cairo ~ Basra service rather than a London ~ Karachi service because flying boats for the Mediterranean 
sector were not yet available and permission from the Persian authorities to fly along the southern coast had 
not yet been obtained.  The first flight was from Basra by the De Havilland DH66 Hercules G-EBMW City of 
Cairo.  The same aircraft operated the first eastbound service from Cairo on 12 January. 
 
Cover 1 was posted at Cook’s Post Office, Cairo on 12 January 1927 and was flown on the first eastbound 
flight from Cairo.  It was backstamped at Bombay on 22 January.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    Cover 1 
 

Most of the surviving mail from England which was flown on the first eastbound flight from Cairo was sent 
by dealers or philatelists such as John Davis (Cover 2 to Basra) or R.L.H. White of Hunstanton who 
addressed his covers to various people c/o H.M. Quettawalla, an Indian dealer (Cover 3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

                           Cover 2 
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          Cover 3 
 
Cover 4 is unusual in that it is a commercial item addressed to an R.A.F. officer in Baghdad; it happened to 
be posted on 5 January 1927, the date of the first British acceptance for the Cairo ~ Basra service. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                          

    Cover 4 
 
Cover 5 is another item of commercial mail, to R.A.F. Headquarters in England, posted on 7 January 1927 at 
Baghdad, the date of the first westbound service.  The air mail dealers seem to have missed out in posting 
items in Basra or Baghdad for this first westbound service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

 

                                               Cover 5 
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The first official dispatch of air mail from India for carriage on the Basra ~ Cairo service was on 15 January 
and caught the second westbound service from Basra on 21 January.  However, cover 6 was posted at Karachi 
on 1 January and caught the first flight from Basra on 7 January (the back of the cover bears the address of 
Mr. Quettawalla and the endorsement of Stephen H. Smith that it was flown on the first flight).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       Cover 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cover 7 was flown on either the first official dispatch from India (flown on the second flight from Basra, 
departing 21 January) or the second dispatch, flown on the third flight from Basra, departing on 9 February.  
The uncertainty is because the Karachi postmark is either 13 January, in time for the first dispatch, or 18 
January, too late.  The franking of 2 Rupees suggests that it was a fourfold rate cover (8 annas x 4). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Cover 7 
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Greek air mail advertising labels continued and beyond! 
 

By Peter Wingent 
 
Bryon Stokoe kindly sent me a copy, shown below, of his cover bearing a Greek air mail advertising label and 
a very good one it is too, being one of only 1,000 printed of the first issue in pink.  If you care to compare 
Bryon’s cover with the example illustrated on page 268 of D.Field’s “Priced Catalogue of Air Mail Stamps 
and Air Posts of the World,” 1934 edition, you will notice a great similarity between the two covers which 
were obviously in the same batch prepared for and sent to Mr. Drossos.  For those interested, the cover was 
flown by the Short Kent flying boat Satyrus, operating African service AN114, which departed Alexandria at 
05.00 and arrived Athens at 12.40 on 18 May, having made a call at Mirabella on the way. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Now this is where the “beyond” part of the title begins!  Since the Greek labels were issued officially to 
advertise air mail services, I thought it would be interesting to bring together examples of methods employed 
by other postal administrations for the same purpose.  The examples which follow are from my collection, so 
apologies once again for a solely African bias but I hope collectors of Eastern route material hold, and will 
send me examples, of air mail advertising on that route and thus correct the balance – please! 
 
The earliest form of advertising of which I am aware were slogan cancellations applied mainly to surface mail 
but also to a few flown covers to advertise the service operated by the South African Air Force from March to 
June 1925.  It ran between Cape Town and Durban and was designed to accelerate mail to and from the Union 
–Castle steamers carrying mail between Britain and South Africa.  Of course, internal mail was also carried. 
 
Clear drawings of the Durban canceller and the two types used at Cape Town are shown below (taken from 
L.A. Wyndham’s book, “The Airposts of South Africa”).  Examples on cover are shown on the next page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cape Town type 1 

Cape Town type 2 
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The South African postal authorities continued to advertise their internal air mail services during the 1930s.  
There appears to have been little written about this advertising but from what I can gather, it appears that the 
cachets illustrated were applied only to surface mail specially flown by South African Airways (and not to 
external mail flown by Imperial Airways).   Hence I stressed the word “internal.” 
 

L.A. Wyndham wrote in “Airposts of South Africa” as follows: “Ordinary Mail Air Borne. – An innovation 
of considerable interest introduced by the Post Office in collaboration with South African Airways was a 
propaganda scheme for the duration of the month of September, 1935, only, whereby at certain principal 
centres a small number of letters, ranging from 20 to 30, was selected at random from the ordinary mail and 
included in the air mail.  The covers of these letters were impressed with a rectangular franking inscribed in 
both English and Afrikaans.”   A copy of the cachet is shown below: 
 

 
 
Wyndham continued, “Four of these special frankings were made and circulated in the principal towns in the 
Union during the month the scheme was in operation.”  Although in the above Wyndham clearly stated use 
was only in September 1935, writing in “The South African Philatelist” of March 1938 (page 38) he provided 
a very detailed table of places and dates of use, given below, which shows clearly use extended into October. 
 

Port Elizabeth   9 – 14 Sept. Benoni   7 – 12 Oct. 
Uitenhage 16 – 28 Sept. Kimberley 15 – 30 Oct. 
Durban 14 – 25 Sept. Pretoria 18 – 31 Oct. 
Cape Town 16 Sept. – 14 Oct. Beaufort West 16 – 30 Oct. 
Johannesburg 13 – 21 Sept. East London 19 – 31 Oct. 
Germiston Station 24 – 30 Sept. 

 
Clearly, after writing his book, Wyndham obtained more detailed information, almost certainly from the South 
African postal authorities.  Examples of these cachets used on cover are scarce and I am afraid I cannot 
provide an illustration of one. 

Wyndham reported that similar “Air Mail Saves 
Time” postmarks were used again in 1929, but only 
at Cape Town and Johannesburg, when Union 
Airways commenced their internal services but I do 
not hold any examples of these. 

Examples of the bi-lingual slogan 
postmarks applied to surface mail 
advertising the S.A.A.F. air service. 
Senders in Britain could dispatch mail 
for carriage by the S.A.A.F. service 
after it arrived at Cape Town. 
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A similar scheme to the one above was introduced at the Windhoek Post Office in South-West Africa, but the 
date of introduction is unknown to me.  The period of operation was not limited, as in South Africa, to 
September and October 1935, as shown by the two items illustrated.  A clear facsimile of the circular cachet 
employed is also shown.  South African Airways made no charge for the conveyance by air of these mails. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also in September 1935, the South African Post Office impressed air mail advertising on the back of telegram 
dispatch and delivery forms in black and red respectively.  An example dispatch form is shown below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Above:  Datestamped Windhoek, 19 Sept. 
1936. 
 
Right: Datestamped Windhoek, 25 May 
1936. 
 
(Covers and cachet reduced size). 

Front (left) and reverse (below) 
of telegram dispatch form, much 
reduced in size. 

Telegram envelopes were also 
imprinted with bi-lingual air mail 
advertising: “Use the Air Mail – the 
Quickest mail.”  There were two 
types, one with English inscription at 
top, the other with Afrikaans at top. 
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When Elders Colonial Airways, a subsidiary company of Imperial Airways, opened the Khartoum to Kano 
feeder service in February 1936, a machine slogan cancellation was introduced by the Lagos Post Office to 
advertise the air mail service and was applied to ordinary surface mail.  The wording was the simple message, 
“Use Air Mail Services.”  I believe this slogan cancellation was the first of many, advertising all sorts of 
things, employed by the Nigerian Post Office in the forthcoming years.  The exact period of use is unknown to 
me.  The earliest of the four covers I have is datestamped 6 April 1936 and the latest 5 April 1937.  Because 
part of the slogan usually covered the 2d. stamp, black in colour, it is difficult to read the full message.  A 
clear facsimile of the message is therefore provided together with two examples of covers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Finally, back to where we started – Egypt!  On 1 May 1934, the Egyptian Post Office, as a concession and 
means of advertising for Imperial Airways, correspondence to Great Britain, Ireland and Europe was carried 
by Imperial Airways at a reduced rate, which did not apply to that carried by K.L.M.  The combined charges 
(i.e. ordinary rate + air mail surcharge) were as follows and applied until 30 August 1934: 
 

Great Britain and Ireland - 15 mills for 10 grams Europe - 20 mills for 10 grams 
Each additional 10 grams or part thereof, irrespective of destination - 13 mills. 
 

The normal charge for air mail via I.A. to Great Britain at this time was 13 mills per 20 grams air fee + 15 
mills per 20 grams ordinary postage.  Because the weight allowance was halved during the concessionary 
period, the sender of my cover paid exactly the same as usual!  It must have weighed between 10 and 20 
grams and thus was charged 15 mills for the first 10 grams + 13 mills for the additional 10 grams. 
 

 

Above: Datestamped Lagos 6 Feb. 1937. 
 
Left: Datestamped Lagos 6 April 1936. 
 
Although the service was not extended to 
Lagos until October 1936, the cover left 
proves the cancellation was in use there 
at least six months prior to that date. 

USE 
AIR MAIL 

SERVICES 

The cover is franked 28 mills, is inscribed 
“Per Imperial” and is datestamped Port 
Said, 4 June 1934.  It is backstamped 
Alexandria 4 June and London 7th.  It was 
flown by I.A. African service AN169, which 
departed Alexandria 5 June in the Short 
Kent flying boat “Satyrus” and arrived 
Croydon at 10.50 on the 7th in the HP42 
“Heracles.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thus the ‘concessionary’ rate benefited only 
the senders of letters weighing 10 grams or 
less.  Crafty Egyptian Post Office!! 
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Uncle Will and his air mail friends 
 

By Stan Wheatcroft 
 
 

Part 2 
 
Since writing Part 1, I have received three interesting items from Peter, which are shown below:- 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In part 1 was shown a postcard posted at Pietersburg on 1 October 1932 which was the first day that the 
airmail was reduced from 4d. to 2d. for postcards.  This card was sent on the first Imperial Airways 
northbound service to carry postcards at the reduced rate, this was service AN 83.  It was in fact sent by 
Charles Wyndham (CW) to his son L.A. Wyndham. 
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The second card was also sent at the new reduced rate for postcards.  It was sent from Windhoek, South West 
Africa by W. Schreve.  He held the same position in the South West Africa assembly as that by Wyndham in 
the South Africa assembly and the card was sent at the request of Charles Wyndham to Uncle Will. 
 
The third item is a cover sent by L.A. Wyndham to Uncle Will and was intended to be carried by the first trial 
flight of Regie Air Afrique from Brazzaville, Moyen-Congo to Algiers.  It is unusual to see a Wyndham cover 
that was not carried on a British air route. 
 
The cover has a backstamp of Brazzaville, 16 Oct 34 and Peter’s write-up is as follows:- 
 
Prior to the establishment of a regular service, Major M. Dagnaux, Director of Air Afrique, organized a series 
of ten trial flights: Algiers-Brazzaville-Algiers.  The first departed Algiers on 9 September 1934.  The cover 
was carried on the return of the second, which departed Brazzaville on 18 October and arrived at Algiers on 
23 October.  The aircraft was a Bloch 120; pilots Pauline and Lambert; mechanic Lefevre; radio op.; 
Guignior.  The route was almost exactly that of regular services. 
 
L.A Wyndham’s note, which was enclosed in the cover, conveys his uncertainty regarding the flight, which 
accounts for the almost totally incorrect inscriptions on the cover:- 
 
From L.A. Wyndham, 
House of Assembly, Cape Town, South Africa 
 
14/9/34.  Here’s luck.  Sending four – 2 each. (ex Elisabethville) 
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There is no doubt that Peter's write up is correct but there is an alternative interpretation of Wyndham's 
intention for the cover. It is possible that he sent the items under cover to Elisabethville (perhaps to Thomas Cook and 
Son to whom he had sent covers to before) with instructions to send them on the return of the "Raid Rubin" flight 
from Leopoldville to Brussels flown by Ken Waller and Teddy Franchomme in D.H. "Comet" "Reine Astrid". 
Although this flight did not happen until December 1934 perhaps Wyndham's "Here's luck" applied to this flight. 
Whoever dealt with the covers at Elisabethville thought they were intended for the Brazzaville flight and wrote the 
directions on them to suit. 

From 7 to 11 May 1935 the first Post Office Exhibition was held in Cape Town and special souvenir air mail postcards 
were issued free to visitors. The number posted was only 1,091 and in the main they were sent by non-collectors and 
were made up as follows: 7th - 97, 8th - 243, 9th - 149, 10th - 200, 11th - 402. L.A.W. sent this card to Uncle Will, 
one of the 97, and wrote on it:- 
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8/5/35 4pm 
Dear friend, 

Have just received your air mail letter of the 27th and am feeling awfully bucked with the "little present" 
you sent me - the set of 5 colour trials of the 1/- Airs. How thrilling to have them! Nothing could possibly have 
pleased me more and 1 am itching to get them mounted. Strange I’d  been thinking of these lately and remembered 
about a year ago Dalwick advertised a set far 70/- but I said to myself "I don't suppose he still has them". Well its 
most kind of you and you know I appreciate both the set and kind spirit in which you "could not resist the 
temptation to get them for my friend". 

L.A. Wyndham 
 
 

40, Borrow St. 
Bulawayo 

1/1/36 
My dear friend, 

My first letter of the year! The last two weeks I have had a real laze; I simply went on strike so to say, put all 
air mail matters and correspondence aside and decided to have as good a rest as I could. I left Cape Town on the 21st 
of last month and return today by the express train; as a matter of fact in three quarters of an hour's time. Have had 
quite an enjoyable holiday and will be glad to get settled in my home again after over three months. Weather up 
here has been frightfully hot despite the fact that for the last few days the heavens have been laden with thick black 
clouds and we've had a few showers. A wonderful country Rhodesia! 

I received your letter of the 5th November with kind Christmas Greetings and the Allahabad 1911 cover. 
What can I say? It was very kind of you indeed and I appreciate it very much. I have one of the Indian cards but the 
P.M. is not too good so as soon as I get back I will be mounting your present in my album in place of it. 

I am negotiating for a Beaufort West cover. A friend of mine traced the owner - the town clerk of B.W. 
Somebody else is after it as well and the last I heard was that it would go to the one whose offer was the highest. I 
am hoping for the best and will be lucky if I get it for £15.  So I’ll be broke again as usual. 

Will write you a more coherent letter when I am once again settled. Only a few minutes more to go 
before leaving for the station. 

All best wishes for 1936. 
Yours sincerely 
   L.A. Wyndham 

He was obviously successful in his attempt to buy the cover as it is shown in his book and is below:- 
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If anyone doesn't recognise the cover, it was carried by the Handley Page "Pioneer" which crashed during an 
attempted flight from Cape Town to Johannesburg in February 1920. 

In February 1936 Flight Lieutenant Tommy Rose, D.F.C. made a record flight from Croydon to Cape Town in a time 
of 3 days 17 hours 38 minutes from 6 to 9 February. This beat Mrs. Mollison's (Amy Johnson) flight by 13 hours, 
which had been set up in November 1932. After a business tour of the Union and Southern Rhodesia he left Cape 
Town on 3 March in his Miles Falcon. In spite of being held up by over a day in Italy and was only allowed to 
continue his flight after the personal intervention of Marshal Balbo, the famous Italian airman. He made the flight in 
6 days 6 hours 57 minutes which was also a record for the northbound direction. He therefore then held the record for 
flights in each direction between England and South Africa. 

L.A. persuaded Tom to carry letters with him on the return flight which were posted on arrival in England. He sent 
the one below to Uncle Will. 
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Dear friend, 

Today is one of those glorious sunny days we get in South Africa's winter when it is a shame to 
remain indoors. But beggars cannot be choosers and although it is a public holiday (Union Day) 
Parliament is sitting and yours faithfully is in harness or should I say "Having a busman's holiday". The 
whole of last week it has been bitterly cold and stormy and we even had a small fall of snow on Table 
Mountain - a very rare occurrence. Having to come back to work three nights a week in the bad weather we 
have had was pretty miserable to say the least of it. 

I have done little work on the book of late, but this is only to be expected. The magnitude of the task I have 
undertaken sometimes frightens me and I often wonder whether I will ever finish it and have the pleasure of sending 
you an Author's copy. 

Nothing much in airs lately, except that from today the new arrangement comes into force whereunder 
mail will be handled at aerodromes up to 10 minutes before departure of the liners. Such letters will have to have 
an extra 2d on them. A sort of "late" fee. We went out to the airport yesterday afternoon with the family to fix up for a 
few covers to be handed over this morning. These were fixed up in the Airport Superintendent's office and when he 
applied the new "Aerodrome" cancellation of S.A. Airways I was sorry I had only brought out only half a dozen with 
me. Will send you one just for luck when they do come back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                             It would appear that they could only find the registered cancel at Durban.  Backstamp 2.VI.36  5:45. 
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The next cover was sent by L.A. and was carried on the first service to convey mail under the third stage of 
the E.A.M.S.  The service left Durban on 24 July 1938.  It is addressed to Dixon Rand, another of Uncle 
Will’s friends:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This cover makes an appropriate introduction to Dixon Rand. He first wrote to Uncle Will in September 1933 
from Bellsgrove Station, Looth, N.S.W., Australia. He addressed the letter to "W. Langholm Esq.", this was the 
name of the house. His main interest initially was in stamps which they exchanged. He moved fairly frequently, trying 
to find the right sort of employment that would suit him. In 1934 he moved to South Steyne, Manly, N.S.W., in 1935 
to Kulon, Kokopo, New Britain, Territory of New Guinea and then to "Kurumut", Namatanai, New Ireland, territory 
of New Guinea. Although they exchanged letters on a steady basis it was not until the King George VI 
Coronation that he sent a significant air mail:- 
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17 May, 1937 
My Dear Mr Wheatcroft, 

Just a note in a hurry to accompany a first day Coronation cover. 
Tenders have been called for an air mail service (permanent) from New Guinea to Australia so I'll 

endeavour to get off a series of covers by it. 
I have just heard about the Coronation stamps coming out tomorrow, so I am in a hurry to get this off 

before business closes at the Local Administration Post which is about 7 hours walk away for a kanaka. 
With kind regards, Yours very sincerely 
Dixon Rand 

The backstamps are Rabaul 24 May 37 and Brisbane registered 7 June 37. 

 

31st August 1937 
Dear Mr. Wheatcroft, 

Your letter of the 26th May to hand eleven days and it does appear to have taken an inordinately long 
time in reaching me. If anything it must have been held up somewhere or other. It does not seem possible to me 
that a letter can take 86 days to come from England.   The mails here are most irregular but 1 do not think to 
such a degree.  I am sometimes the best part of two months here without seeing a ship of any sort but I do try to 
get my mail ready so that when an opportunity comes I can send it off. I do not know when this shall get away 
though. 

We have a new air mail service, permanent, starting here sometime next month and I’m going to try to 
get a mail off to you from the different outposts of it.  I wrote to the chief postmaster some weeks ago for 
information but none is to hand yet. 

In regard to the amount owing to your goodself I think I told you once before that I lost a 
considerable amount of property including a lot of stamps and correspondence in a river through a crocodile 
taking one of my carriers and as a result I do not know the amount owing to you....... 

Hoping you are well 
Yours very sincerely 

Dixon Rand 
 
 

 
 

This is the long-awaited first service from Rabaul to Brisbane by Carpenter Airlines.  From Brisbane it was 
carried by Imperial airways to England.  Its route is shown opposite:- 
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6 March 1838 “Kurumut” - Namatanai by kanaka (native runner) 7 hours 

7 March Namatanai, New Ireland to Rabaul by steamer 3 months 

3 June Rabaul – Salamaua - Port Moresby - Brisbane by Carpenter Airlines 4 days 

16 June Brisbane- London by Imperial Airways 10 days 

17 June London - Ibstock by rail and P.O. van 1 day 

Gertrude L Collins was probably the second most important of Uncle Will's friends. She lived at 7 Bristol Terrace, 
Newcastle on Tyne 4. The cover below was a complete mystery to me when I first saw it. It was posted on 15 
October 1932 to Manemah, Persian Gulf and written in pencil in the bottom corner was:- For Mr Wheatcroft, see 
page 150 W E P (my only spare) G L C. What did that mean? It was not until December 1984, when I showed the 
cover to Norman Clowes of Cardiff and he said that W E P stood for West End Philatelist, the house magazine of 
D. Field of 7 Vigo Street, Regent Street, London W1, that the mystery started to unfold. I went to the local library and 
asked if they could get these magazines covering this period. Several bound volumes eventually arrived and there in 
volume XXXI, page 150 was the answer: - 

"More Changes in the Empire Air Route to India by 
Gertrude L. Collins 

In connection with this change of route (from the north to the south shore of the Persian Gulf in October 1932), 
I sent three letters by air to Manameh, the capital of Bahrein, where there is an aerodrome. They were carried 
on the third flight and postmarked Croydon Aerodrome 15 October 1932 and backstamped Teheran 23 October and 
Bushire 28th.  As my correspondent says, "an error of a few thousand miles"! A mistake in the sorting and forwarding 
from England" 

The volumes revealed that Miss Collins had in fact written a series of articles on the air mails of the period in the 
magazine which I subsequently collected together and produced as a small book in April 1986. 
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As I said at the beginning of this story, there were other friends that he was in contact with and only the covers 
that they sent to him are evidence of their existence.  Such a cover is shown below:- 
 

 
 
By chance it is a Christmas flight cover which is ideal to end th i s  article as it is going in the December edition 
of the Gazette. It is the New Zealand acceptance for the first "All Australian" air mail from Australia to England. 
The Australian Commonwealth Post Office invited the New Zealand Post Office to participate in a special 
Christmas air mail flight from Australia by Australian National Airways. A special flight from Invercargil via 
Christchurch and Wellington to Auckland was flown by a "Spartan" aircraft of Air Travel Ltd. piloted by Sqn. 
Ldr. McGregar  in order to collect the mail. This was shipped to Sydney to connect with the flight of the A.N.A. 
"Southern Sun," pilot G.U.Allen. At Alor Star this aircraft crashed on take off and was badly damaged and so 
Kingsford Smith flew from Sydney in "Southern Star", picked up the mails and flew them to London. 
 
 
 
The special Christmas cachet was applied to the back as there 
was no room for it on the front. 
 
The three air mail stamps were issued specially for this flight 
on 10 December 1931. 
 
The “Smiling Boy” stamps were issued on 31 October. 
 
The Air Mail Society of New Zealand, which had been in 
existence for just over a year, issued a special cover and under 
the registration label is written:- 
 
Conveying Christmas Greetings from New Zealand 
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First inclusive air mail rate from U.K. to European destinations 
 

A response by Richard Beith 
 
In Issue 25, page 45, a British Post Office Notice was shown which announced the introduction of combined 
fees for air mail letters from the U.K. to European destinations together with a cover flown via the first 
acceptance to Sweden.  I asked if any members could clarify statements made by Baldwin and Stroud and 
Richard Beith has kindly responded as follows: 
 
“Re page 45: Inclusive air mail rate to Europe. 
 

I think this may have been linked, in part, to the introduction on 15 May 1930 of the Croydon – Cologne – 
Hanover – Berlin night mail service.  I have seen this described as a DLH service, a joint DLH/IA service and 
a three-way DLH/IA/KLM service.  I’m a little suspicious of the last suggestion. 
 

I think Baldwin is a little free in his use of the phrase ‘Imperial Line’, the carrier would depend on the time of 
day and the end destination.” 
 
Richard enclosed a scan of a cover from his Czechoslovak air mail collection, which is illustrated below.  It is 
a A.J.S. Davis cover, datestamped Liverpool, 1 June 1930.  The backstamps show it reached Berlin at 17-18 
hrs on 2 June and Prague at 08.00 the next morning.  Richard believes this suggests a rail connection from 
Berlin to Prague because the Prague backstamp is NOT the Prague airport post office, but the city centre one. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Richard also sent copies of the European route maps from the October 1929 and 1931 editions of the British 
Post Office Air Mail Leaflets.  These are the nearest he has to June 1930, the period in question.  As I have a 
copy of the Spring 1930 leaflet, obtained from P.O. Archives, I will reproduce the list of services and the map 
on the following pages.  Unfortunately, the airlines involved are not stated. 
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Note: the leaflet contains two maps, one of Europe (opposite) and one world map (not shown).  Hence routes 
listed above which are outside Europe will not be found on the map provided.
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More Imperial Airways’ station handstamps 
 

Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker, Roy Farquharson-Eskell and John Oliver 
 
Terry, Roy and John have kindly sent me copies of covers bearing different I.A. station handstamps.  Terry’s 
cover is shown below and was, in fact, not flown, being sent from Khartoum (3 Aug. 36) by train to Port 
Sudan (5 Aug. 36).  If my memory serves me correctly, the addressee, Norman Hill was a collector and I 
surmise the cover was sent to him for the express purpose of him obtaining the very fine “Imperial Airways 
(Africa) Ltd./Khartoum” handstamp, which was struck in purple. 
 

 
 
Roy sent the very attractive cover shown below, issued by the South African Travel Bureau for use on the first 
I.A. service from Cape Town to Croydon.  On the reverse is an “Imperial Airways/Cape Town” handstamp, 
similar to the one illustrated in Issue 25, page 46, but that was struck in purple and this one is struck in red. 
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John’s cover bears the first station handstamp used at a point on the I.A. eastern route.  It is shown below and 
was sent from Karachi to Alor Star via the first I.A. service to be extended from Rangoon to Singapore in 
December 1933.  The Karachi handstamp, in the bottom right-hand corner, is very different in design to those 
we know of used at stations on the African route. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Shown below, full size and in colour, are the five handstamps of which we are now aware, which includes two 
from Cape Town in different colours.  Unfortunately, the Karachi handstamp is not quite complete. 
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A Gertrude Collins cover 
 

By Bill Legg 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many years ago an item was spotted in an auction catalogue for a lot entitled, “The Airmails of Gertrude 
Collins” with an introduction by Stan Wheatcroft. 
 
I had not heard of Gertrude Collins but felt that anything associated with Stan Wheatcroft would be worth 
acquiring.  A modest bid captured the lot. 
 
Gertrude Collins was a member of the Aero Philatelic Club, London and lived in Newcastle-Upon Tyne.  She 
decided to build an air mail collection showing the development of the Imperial Airways’ route from the U.K. 
to Singapore.  Details of these flights were published in a series of articles in the West End Philatelist. 
 
The cover in question, shown above, is addressed to Bushire, Persia, and carried on the opening of the 
Imperial Airways’ route to India on 30th March 1929.  It was off-loaded at Basra with a backstamp of 5th 
April.  A note on the reverse by Miss Collins states that the cover arrived at Bushire on the 7th April by 
surface. 
 
The cover is franked 9½d.  Because mail for Persia was not officially accepted initially, air mail fees to only 
Egypt (2½d.), Palestine (2½d.), Iraq (4½d.) and India (6d.), all plus ordinary postage, were advertised.  The 
ordinary postage to Persia was 2½d. for the first ounce.  Thus, inexplicably, 7d. per ½oz. air fee was charged. 
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Miss Collins also sent covers to a number of other countries on the route, such as Jask, Persia, but again they 
were only flown as far as Basrah. 
 
In fact the G.P.O. did not announce that official air mails could be forwarded to Jask until 24 May 1929. 
 
Shown below is a J.S. Davis cover which was part of the first official acceptance of air mail from the U.K. to 
Jask.  It is franked correctly at 8½d. (6d. air fee + 2½d. ordinary) and has a Jask backstamp dated 1 June. 
 
How many covers did Miss Collins post to each destination?  The one to Bushire is the only one that has come 
my way. 
 

 
 
Addition to Bill’s article by the editor:  to fill the remainder of the page, the table of air mail fees shown below 
is taken from the May 1929 U.K. Post Office Air Mail Leaflet advertising the India service.  It was the first to 
contain an entry for the Persian Gulf ports. 
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Your questions and answers 
 
You may recall that in my editorial for the June 2004 issue I suggested that a “questions and answers” page, or 
pages, could be a feature of the Gazette.  (Please re-read the relevant paragraphs describing how speedy 
replies can be obtained, despite the Gazette being published only bi-annually). 
 
I am delighted that John Oliver has responded with two items.  Since we are all accustomed to it, I will use the 
same system to identify questions and their responses as employed by Dick Saundry in “The Air Mail News.” 
 
Q. 1.  John asks if anybody can provide a date of issue or period of usage of the Imperial Airways’ parcel 
label shown below?  Is it an early one, circa 1925 – 1930?  It is printed in blue on a white background.   
 

 
 
 
Q. 2.  This is a similar question to the first, relating to the most unusual Egyptian post office baggage label 
shown below. Can anybody provide a date or period of usage please?  John thinks it was used circa 1930 - 
1935.  The label is off-white canvas-type material with a smaller buff paper label affixed to it. 
 

 
 
 
Now here is a final thought and question: how many of you have seen these items before?  I suspect the 
answer is very few of us; I had certainly not seen the lower one.  If John had not submitted this unusual 
material to ask his questions, most of us would be unaware of the existence of the items.  So by asking 
questions, not only does an individual have the chance of obtaining an answer but also all members benefit by 
increasing their knowledge simply by being able to view the material.  So, please do not be reticent: ask your 
questions!! 
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Two printings of the Parry, Leon & Hayhoe Ltd. first flight covers 
 

Material provided by Terry Hare-Walker 
 
I am very grateful to the eagle-eyed Terry Hare-Walker for spotting two different printings of the covers 
commemorating the first I.A. northbound service from Cape Town to Croydon (January 1932) produced by 
the South African travel agents Parry, Leon & Hayhoe, Ltd.  The two covers are illustrated below.  Without 
wishing to be at all flippant, I cannot resist the temptation to say that you will have to do what my daughters 
once enjoyed by playing “spot the difference.”  On the front of the covers you should see clearly that different 
type settings have been used on each.  In addition, the lower cover has a very large I.A. badge printed on the 
reverse, whilst the reverse of the upper cover is BLANK. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


