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View of the front of the new Imperial Airways® terminal building in Buckingham Palace Road.
(Photo from Imperial Airways Gazette, July 1939 edition),

Photograph of the sculpture at the centre of the front of the new terminal building.
(Photo obtained by Peter Wingent from the internet. Ne source was provided).

Back cover [llustrations:
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View of the rear of the new L. A. terminal building. The caption accompanying the photo reads, “This recent
picture of Imperial Airways’ new London Terminus and Head Office near Victoria Station (which will be
opened shortly) shows the private platform from which passengers for the Empire routes will embark for the
flying boat base at Southampton. The building faces Buckingham Palace Road and has a special drive for

coaches which will carry passengers to and from Croydon Airport.”
(Photo from Imperial Airways Gazette, January 1939 edition).

Architect’s drawing of the new LA. terminal building, produced prior to it being built.
(From “The Aeroplane” magazine, 17 November 1937 edition).
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Editorial

Just over ten years ago, in September 1993, the first issue of Imperial Airways Gazette
landed on my doormat. It was the brainchild of Stan Wheatcroft, who wished to form a
study group of enthusiasts whose specialist interest was Imperial Airways. If my memory
serves me correctly, | think there were either five or six original members. During the
ensuing years that membership has grown to twenty one and this is entirely due to Stan’s
infectious enthusiasm, energy and continual flow of new ideas to develop and improve the
content and quality of the Gazette. But Stan has not only regularly produced the Gazette,
he also has organised and hosted annual meetings for members which, for many years were
held at his house in Measham, when he was ably assisted by his wife Mary. The success of
these meetings can be measured by the fact that attendance grew so much that Stan's house
became too small to accommodate the numbers and recent meetings have had to be held at the larger premises of
the Bass-Charrington museum in Burton. At these meetings an Imperial Airways Study Group competition is
held and it was Stan who provided the very fine trophy awarded to the winner, by persuading his son-in-law to
employ his superb metal-working skills in its manufacture.

I am sure you will all wish to join me in thanking Stan for all his efforts over the years. Without him there would
not be a Gazette and looking back through past issues has made me realise just how much interest and valuable
information we have been able to share with each other — which is what it is all about.

I am not sure | am really in a position to do so but, never-the-less, I would like to propose that Stan is made an
Honorary Life Member of the Study Group. Apart from this being a token of our recognition of his contributions,
it would mean that he receives future issues of the Gazette gratis.

This leads me on to a more painful subject! Having taken over the Gazette, one of the first things I did was to
estimate the cost of its production. Having done so, | am afraid I am going to have to raise the annual
subscription to £10. The most recent Gazettes have consisted of between 42 and 55 pages. This Gazette is only
26 pages long, including front and back covers. The reasons for this are twofold. Firstly, Stan handed over to me
all the material for publication he held in reserve and | have used almost all of it, plus new items I received from
Stan and Bill Legg. Secondly, there was not enough funds to produce a 50 page issue this time. Given that to
photocopy 50 pages at SP per page costs £2-50, second class postage for this number is £1-25 and each slide
binder is 20P, you can see, | hope, that a cost for each issue per member is £3-95, plus other incidentals such as
envelopes and address labels. Thus the annual cost for two issues per member is over £8. Having done these
sums, it became clear to me that Stan had been subsidising the Gazette from his own pocket and hence my
suggestion in the previous paragraph that he should, and deserves, to receive gratis copies in future.

To turn to how the Gazette should go forward, | would welcome all suggestions you care to make. Essentially, |
feel it should continue along the lines Stan has established. I hope for at least one major article per issue together
with all the little bits and pieces you can send in, which will maintain the wide variety of content we have
already. One plea | make is that when you send copies of covers or ephemera, please add some text of your own,
highlighting the most interesting aspects or points of interest. | am far from being an expert in many fields and it
would be a great pity if I miss the real point. [ say this because in this issue you may notice that some articles
have below the title, “By ....., " and others have “Material provided by ..... ", The difference is that the former
were written by the person named, whereas the latter is material which was unaccompanied by comment from the
sender and I had to add my own bumbling comments, which may not have done it full justice.

In order to reproduce illustrations to the highest quality possible, may | suggest that if you have the capability,

you e-mail me scans of your material. If you are unable to do this, then good quality photocopies will be fine.

As [ write this, | have not yet photocopied this issue for circulation. 1 hope it reproduces well and that you find

something of interest within it. Please remember that without your contributions we will not have a Gazette!!
Finally, I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year.

Annual subscription: £10 (due 1st January)
(Overseas members please add extra for air mail)
Please make cheques payable to P. Wingent (address shown opposite)
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Imperial Airways’ pilots on Raphael Tuck postcards
Material provided by Bill Legg

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS Ltd.

CROYDON AERODROME

PRINTED MATTER

NTAMP
{ Adiress only 10 be welitrn here

THE BRITISH AR SERVICE l
THE SAFEST IN THE WORLD

Bill kindly sent me the very attractive and
unusual seven cards illustrated and asked if
any member knows whether or not the six
produced by Raphael Tuck is a complete set.
I have not researched postcards at all but |
wonder, since there is such a widespread
interest in them, if catalogues have ever been
produced. Does anyone know a post card
expert who might be able to provide more
information or direct us to useful sources?

Six of the cards have the same reverse,
which is shown on page 3. The card shown
on this page has a reverse which is different
to all the others and appears to have been
produced for Imperial Airways. It is quite
possible this also was part of a series.

Another possibility is that the same photos
were used by both Tuck and LA. 1 could
conjecture for a long time but will stop! Do
any of you have any cards featuring pilots
which are different to Bill's?
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Imperial Airways’ first service via the south
shore of the Persian Gulf ~ October 1932
By Stan Wheatcroft

FIRST AIR MAIL
KARACHI - CYPRUS
Via Imperial Airways

T
Mias Berthe Dray, 5

Byrimin,

————

Karachi 5 October 1932 to Kyrenia, Cyprus. No call on new service so flown to Cairo, backstamped 8 Oct.

EIRST AIR MAIL

KARACHI - CYPRUS
Via Imperial Airways'
New Route fo India

The story of the change of Imperial Airways’ route to India is well known and so it need not be
reiterated here. However, the number of covers carried on the first services between the U.K. and
Karachi are comparatively rare and the special covers like the one above are perhaps the rarest.
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They all appear to have been arranged by a Philip W. Ireland of Mansfield College, Oxford. This cover
has his address on the back and they were all addressed to him or returnable to him. There are two
errors on the cachet. Firstly, the new part of the route was from Athens via Castelrosso, Galilee and
Rutbah Wells to Baghdad. There was a link service to the I.A. African route from Galilee to Cairo and
this cover was probably carried by this and then by sea to Cyprus as a call there was not included in the
new route. The second error is with the “Calcutta” flying boat shown in the cachet. By this time the
Mediterranean was flown by four-engined “Kent™ class flying boats. “Scipio™ and “Satyrus™ flew the
first eastbound service and “Satyrus™ and “Sylvanus™ flew the first westbound.

In the heading of each cachet has been specially printed the dispatch and arrival towns. It is intriguing
to see how some of these covers have faired at auctions:

Cornish Stamp Co. Auction December 1999

India
Karachi 4 Oct. — Bahrain 5 Oct. £50
Karachi 4 Oct. — Sharjah £75
Karachi 4 Oct. — Basrah £40
Karachi Air pmk. 4 Oct. — Cairo arr. 8/X £45
Karachi Air pmk. 4 Oct. — Tiberius arr. 9/X; b/s Haifa 8/X £60
[ FIRST AIR MAIL |
Iraq S RSoriil Aleiars |
el BLE N
Basrah 4 Oct. — Bahrain arr. 7/X (30 flown) £75 ‘o e T
Baghdad 4 Oct. — Bahrain arr. 7/X (35 flown) £70 st e
Baghdad 4 Oct.-  Calcuttaarr. 11/X £65 (EEA S
fo - ".(: F 1
P P <=
Bahrain : ﬁ‘;;_"{"’%&-’,;, ‘
' ‘.‘A”:: "\ﬁ
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Oxford arr. 12 Oct. £65 SAWREN ave SHARSAH |
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Cairo arr. 8 Oct.; Post Due, Cairo 8/X (25 flown) £250 1290
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Baghdad arr. 7/X £200 — —
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Tiberius arr, 9/X; b/s Haifa 8/X; underfranked ’ PIRel MR AL |
& marked T with m/s 8 mils with Pal P Dues 2 x 4m green mperial Airways
affixed, postmarked Tiberius (7 flown) £350 b —n e
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Brindisi arr. 15/X £150 l = F
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Sharjah “v. rare” £240 [
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Basra arr. 7/X (25 flown) £180 | & k
Bahrain 5 Oct. — Calcutta arr. 11/X £125 ‘
Ireland '
Carraig 27/9 — Sharjah (7 flown) £240 o I
ch. Dublin 26/9 — Bahrain arr. 5/X; “rare” £150 Cachets from the two covers in
the May 1997 Newall auction.
Note Stan’s cover has "Karachi
Newall Auction May 1997 — Cyprus' routing (2nd line),
Newall'’s have ‘Karachi -
Karachi 5 Oct. - Sharjah Est. £400 Sold £460 B e
Karachi 5 Oct. - Tiberius Est. £500 Sold £550
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The gentle art of being the only one in step
By Norman Clowes

Editor’s note:

) , ! had intended to print

BY AIR MAIL A ¢ 3 this page in colour with

PAR  AVION I oA eI A an example of the brown

' ‘ ' ' ' g 15 mil. stamp in this box

to compare with the olive

15 mil. stamp on the
cover,

However, the colours

¥r L.'W. Tarris, showed little  difference
when printed so | have
26 Grosvenor R4, , returned to black and
- e hite pyintine:
FIRST REGULAR SERVICE e s st white printing
SOUTH A FRICI\. EUROPE. [ can assure you the olive
stamp looks very green in

comparison (o a normal
brown one.

The cover illustrated was intended for the first January 1932 LA. flight coming up from Cape Town but things
went wrong. At first sight it is not really noteworthy and it is likely that at least a dozen — basically similar —
exist in Group members’ collections. Harris is quite well known as a creator of first flight covers from Sudan and
the boxed cachet was undoubtedly produced by him: such covers are known on mail from various towns.

The 15 milliemes air stamp is listed in Gibbons (1997 edition held) as No. 52, coloured red-brown and sepia, and
it is not difficult to find on cover, This particular example has the frame in olive, nothing like brown, and the
writer has been trying intermittently, for ten years or more, to establish its authenticity as a stamp deserving
separate listing.

Expert committees dismiss it as a ‘changeling’ or sit on the fence for lack of information. The Sudan Study
Group has been approached but there is no record of any printing with the frame in olive.

Why, therefore, does the writer still soldier on? It is because in reports (two actually seen by the writer)
announcing the issue in Sept/Oct. 1931, the 15 mill. stamp is described as ‘olive and brown.® The other values in
the set were listed in the colours in which they appeared.

Readers are asked to examine covers bearing the 15 mill. stamp in their albums to see if any olive frames are
hiding unnoticed: particularly dated prior to Sept. 1933 when a new printing went out to Khartoum. Even more
interesting would be information concerning L.W. Harris covers postmarked in the early months of 1932: brown
or olive frames?

Please send any comments to Norman Clowes, 20 Ogwen Drive, Lakesdie, Cardiff, CF23 6LL..

Editor’s comment

I have trawled through my Sudan covers of the period concerned and have been unable to find any 15 mill,
stamps with the olive frame.

Norman’s cover has an additional interest which has prompted me to include on the next page an update of the
first northbound service from Cape Town, as listed in my “Movements of Aircraft on I.A. African Route” book.
Please refer to Flight No. AN 47, shown on page 18 of the book.
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At the time of writing the book (1990/1991) my only source of information was the “Movements of
Aircraft” column in “The Times” newspaper. Subsequently I discovered “Lloyd’s Daily Lists™ which
provided a far more complete listing of movements. In the book | show the City of Arundel departed
Kisumu on 2 Feb. 1932 and from Khartoum on 5 Feb. and 1 stated no further returns were given in “The
Times.” From returns given in “Lloyd’s Daily List”™ I can now complete the itinerary of this service
through to Croydon (shown below) and, I am sure, Norman’s cover would have been carried on it since
the City of Arundel left Khartoum 5 Feb.: four days after the cover was posted.

Note that all the mail from points south of Nairobi arrived Croydon on 16 Feb. via service AN 48 (the
second service from Cape Town) and that this flight (AN 47) arrived Croydon five days earlier; on 11
Feb. The itinerary was as follows and all times given are G.M.T.:

Kisumu dep. 04.45 2Feb. City of Arundel

Juba arr.  16.00 2Feb. City of Arundel
Juba dep. 04.00 3Feb. Cityof Arundel
Kosti arr. - 3 Feb.  City of Arundel
Kosti dep. 06.15 4Feb. City of Arundel
Khartoum  arr 4 Feb.  City of Arundel

Khartoum dep. 03.05 5Feb. Cityof Arundel
Cairo arr. 1415 6Feb.  City of Arundel
Alexandria dep. 05.00 8Feb. Satyrus
Athens arr. 1145 8Feb.  Satyrus
Athens dep. 13.10 8Feb. Satyrus
Paris dep. 08.53 11 Feb. Helena
Croydon arr.  11.07 11 Feb. Helena

Just to fill up the page, I have included below a cover from my collection (reduced size) flown by service AN 47,
as listed above. Atbara was the next call after Khartoum. It is datestamped Khartoum | Feb. 1932 and
backstamped Atbara 5 Feb., proving it was flown by AN47. Unfortunately, although it is a L.W.Harris cover, it
was not franked with a 15 mill. stamp. | have come across relatively few covers from The Sudan dispatched via
the first northbound service. | wonder if this has been the experience of those of you who collect African mail?

BY AIR MAIL | o
Ex2l sl ATTON B
>
@
\2 .
; FIRST REGULAR SERVICE
SOUTH AFRICA, EURCPE.
Mr. L.V, Harzis,

Poste Restaute,
42T 84 0KA,

EILECE
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Some unusual eastern route first flight acceptances
Material provided by Joan Widdowson

Joan has sent illustrations of covers carried on first flights on the eastern route. Although | have very little
knowledge of which are the scarcer dispatch and destination points on these services, | am sure the covers fall in
this category.

LRI, d ‘-*
T kO
V4 t 7
AL c/'f%
ﬂrzz .J;//u rZA v

TN LR
ST~ Lndinm &2

P <
3 ,_',;,‘ = ‘m

&

—

with comPLmnts o —
AUSTRALIAN AERIAL SERVICES LTO.,

T SPECIATN,.
AL :
M l'ug;ﬂﬂ

USTRAL

A IA~ENGLA
LIA-ENGLANG

Front and reverse of cover datestamped Ship Mail Room/Melbourne, 17 Nov, 1931 (reduced size),
Flown by ANA — the first all-Australian air mail flight to England, which crashed at Alor Star.
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w e L — N N
A?;ww;*’

.
el EXNAERIOY TAXTAPCMEIOY

RAMBANG

UL a iermrive daendly Fobur brachda s
Treiie. Gednn dntwvaha i
“Avertheant beb sed B plase
e

PR TR T X X S————

Translation:

“Correspond by Air Mail
The attached letter has arrived
quickly, as it was sent by air
mail.  Reply in the samc

. 2 manner. Apply  for

CPEMING & THE AR MAIL / information re air fee required
SERVICE &Y IMPERIAL - and all other particulars 10
?ﬁv"'?‘a "ﬁka;‘;‘"*: ; kr-c7. vour local Post Office. I
FETWELN ENGLAND necessary apply in writing to
AND AUSTRAUIA f ! 30')( ol 6 S us.  Post Telegmph and

Felephone H.O. Ministry ol

g/\w : A I Hé; NS Communications.”

Cover posted in the Dutch East Indies on 13 Dec. 1934 and flown to Athens by the first joint LA./Qantas service from
Australia to England (service IW 298). | was intrigued by the Greek label, having seen a similar one illustrated on page 268
in D.Field's book, “Priced Catalogue of Air Mail Stamps and Airposts of the World 1934." | have inserted to the right for
easy comparison with the label on Joan's cover, the label on the cover in Field's book and the translation. [ asked a friend
who speaks Greek for a translation of Joan's label and he told me the general meaning is similar to the Field one.

According to Field, 1,000 of these labels were issued for the first time on 18 May 1933 and were pink. A new type, printed
in four different colours, was used at Athens and Salonica on 14 August 1933, Am | correct in thinking these labels are not
common? If you have further examples or can add to owr knowledge of them, please write to me to include in the next
Gazente.

BY AIR

PAR AVIO

,R g
.5 sog]

|
e

foat |

ot

Cover datestamped Hobart 7 Dec. 1934, backstamped Melbourne 9th, Cairo 22nd. Cape
Town 28th. Flown by the first joint LA./Qantas service from Australio to England (1W 298}
and from Cairo by .A. African service AS 199. It is signed by Captain F.C. Elliot-Wilson:
the pilot of AW XV Amalthea, which flew the Johannesburg to Cape Town stage of AS 199.
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BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Lady BEzra,
3, Kyd Street,

Calcuttsa,

INDIA,

HOME AIR MAIL

The portion of the Air
Mail from Home, which

e was sent on to Delhi
/" » ,’\‘ from Karachi by air, will
SOk be delivered in Calcutta

T'.A(-’;. r“ at 7 BM. today. The

e {7'/ 7 other portion will be

o delivered gt 9 AM. to-
v “?‘d‘fz_‘ﬁ;\' morrow. 'ﬁlg/y.

Front and reverse (reduced size) of a cover datestamped London 30 March 1931,
which was flown to Calcutta via the first I.A. experimental flight to Australia (service
IE 106). The pencilled note, “Dropped at Karachi” and the press cutting (from a
Calcutta newspaper?) indicate the mail was not carried on IE 106 afier Karachi,
despite this service calling at both Delhi (arr. 13"™) and Calcutta (arr. 14th).

Can somebody provide the full story to explain why the mail was handled in this way?
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The first Alexandria to Southampton service flight
Material provided by Lawrence Kimpton

Laurence sent in the cover shown below. It is the first | have seen despatched from Zanzibar to be carried on the
Centaurus flight in January 1937, which was African service AN 410. It was classed as an experimental flight
and was a precursor to the regular services by Short $23 flying boats. To provide some details regarding the
flight, I have added below an extract from a report in the “Southern Daily Echo” of 14 January 1937.

% O o v@wém%.
a’/‘ut’v’r‘.ltL

Carried by Imperial Adlxways , | <.
Flying boat "Contaurua” onwd &f Q< "‘U} Ko

Jexandria %o

: ip 0
gland Jumu ry 12th/15¢h 1937, ),{a,,;,.,{:( ‘.‘71 ‘(’f‘-" I<,

) S
R. M. NASSAR. ASSEN
MALINDGI &Y —
SRR
ZANZIBAR ’

P e - : m. train to Waterioo.
The' fiying boat's log of the journey | P e
T P i, B g BBl
TUESDA most excellent
Left $S50am | facilities.
- ) M"Onc of the puung;n.
Left Athens . = I?:g..‘: from Karachi scven had come
Arrived Bri e 1o from Africs. of them were
w&uﬂm v P2 | and wife
Left Brindisi 535 am Mr.WRPalmer, of Manchesier,
Arrived T 1029 am, | described the wip from Alexandria as
Left Marseilles ... 1130 am '!l,l vy £ AS
Armrived So'ton - 4,14 p.am by air m m-’j ﬂbll ':a ‘&.lﬂ,u _h:G’
have ncver a trip
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Imperial Airways’ Bermuda ~ U.S.A. service
Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan has provided copies of the cover, LA. letter and press cuttings shown on this and the following pages.
The cover, shown below, contained the compliment slip; always a nice bonus to find enclosed in a first flight
cover. It is datestamped Hamilton, 15 June 1937 and was flown to New York by the $23 flying boat Cavalier,
which departed Bermuda mid-morning on 16 June and arrived at Port Washington, New York at 15.00 the same
day. She was half an hour late, having taken the fourteen passengers on a city sightseeing diversion. The pilot
was Captain W.N. Cumming.

Cavalier was launched on 21 November 1936 and was shipped to Bermuda in a giant crate aboard the SS Loch
Kairine, which arrived on 30 December 1936. She made her first test flight on 19 February 1937. In June 1937,
once-weekly services were inaugurated by both I.A. and Pan American Airways, the latter using a Sikorsky S.42
named Bermuda Clipper. In August 1937 the service became twice-weekly.

Mail was carried only by I.A. until March 1938, when I.A. and P.A.A. were awarded a joint contract. This event
is the subject of the L.A. letter shown on page 15. Most of the information given here was obtained from the book
“Adventurous Empires,” by Phillip E. Sims, published by Airlife in 2000,

Witk He mwyi/t)mené f
'_ﬂﬂyfww'a/ ,Q(Z}fma‘-}m (f&ﬂm«t/«) Iﬂ?/
The Ain Post

Dawwells Sdand
‘@wdc

VIA First Alr Mail Flighe:s.|
Bermiaa - New !orlr{a_. g

I = A v
“IL L 4 g

{ | o7

E.V.Dolby Esq.,

Poste Restants.

Hudson's Place T.8.0.

Wilton Road, ’

London.8.F.1. ~SMUDA = 4. o Sk

ENGLAND, R.M, A2 "IOAVAI:] TRV1
FIBST Brigamt

HT

n
-
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The press cutting shown below is from a Baltimore newspaper, date unknown.

The U.S.A. terminal for the

Bermuda service was moved from New York to Baltimore for winter services due to icing problems experienced
by the flying boats and other difficulties associated with flying into New York. 1 have been unable to determine a
date for the change of terminal, can anyone provide one please?

55 MAKE TRIP
\T0 BERMUDA ON
2 FLYING BOATS

Cavalier And Clipper Span
Ocean On Inaugural
Passenger Flight

Thousands See Takeoff
Here: Mayor Gives
Caplains Plaques

Shortly alter 3 o'cluck 1hic
alternoon (he Hermuda Clipper
was within cights miles of Jer

mudin, the Pan-Awerican office

at Lhe Mumicipal Airparl waein
formed he vithin Tiant the hin
Wying hant,

I'he Beimuda Clipper and the Caia
her thundered nwoy from te Munic.
pal Afrport todsy In the first oot
(bound fights from Pan-American
Airways' new Baltimere base for ils
Bermuda service.

Each plane was filled to capacity,

the .Clipper with, Mﬂu

for their arrival: )
.»nuwmm !or‘lhﬁ'ﬁthq. .
'g -1'4'.-;::'5 v-uu! TS\ 5 L3
{The "tivo Bying bosts! 1ifted | thern-
hlv ;omlho Iﬂgt;' ort
md-,hlmgn;-dm- ¢ Pa-~
lmemeed both, planes *ﬁa
head toward Baltimore, be
mzinu Toared out; ]
lonl them into the’ lh'v?
itor the broad white! wak
Mnashowud'thql ere’ und

‘J&W ZPa- 0y

pawer, they werum{' ww
altogethes, |

T} = ORISR 1= 0 ST S

Plaques For Bermuda Plane Captains

CALT. 1 0. D, SULLIVAN

CAPT. C. 4 CUMMING MAYOR BOWARD W, JACKSON

\Imm nrc\rnlm,u memenloes of frst onthonnd Pight o Bcrmmln

' "Ancbom Awq]gh""-""' '

"‘AJ each of the big plht + inoved out
into_the river, the am; B‘itms
which had been’ playln( l@g
on. while passengers. -ﬁmm\
awailed the take-off  broke ~ the
straing of "AnchonA*ll(h ,ﬁtnl"
Acndcmy song - ey, Sty
i, As lho lifted lnlo lbtﬂr
made ‘a"short. swing/ In &m
of the city md'thm'tnmdhltum
toward’ the " Atlantic Ocesn 'and dis-
appeared over the horizon. The Cava-
lier, : however, miade assnbch  wides
swing, which brotight her up over the
business district of |downtown” Balti-
more; before- hudiu for. Bqtmidm

The Cavalier left without one of jts

mmmmmum
touk.o&

«Richard, E, Frelsenbruch, of  Ber-
mugl-. schoduled a8 -,cum - pas«
senger, was translered to the CAVI-
lier to take McMartin's ‘place.
. Oficinls of the ,Pm-Amtdun

in constant. contact with ) both: ﬂinn
b:. l:rho-vl:ry nldlo from tbc-w.
that: the: big shipe disappeared ln,md
Bermuda, The weather.

I 5 F AR
desting about 8§00 Inﬂu.,mr .

Just lll;luou tha dapctu:p “Mayor
Howard W. Jackson, who . wiis accom-
panied; to ‘the airport by other eity
officials,” exacutives of m-mum
Association of Commerce and _repre-
sontatives of local business and avia-
tion interests, presented lhhclmlnl

[Contlnued On Page 21, Column 8]

Please nate:

Duncan has only one A3 page of this
press cutting, therefore it is not
possible to shown the continuation

on page 21,
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IMPERIAL AIRWAYS (BERMUDA) LTD.

INCORFPORATED IN ENGLAND

AIR PORT, DARRELL'S ISLAND
REID STREET, HAMILTON
BERMUDA

P.O. Box No. 526 Hamilton
Telephone connection.
Telegrams: Airways and Flying, Bermuda
Codes: BENTLEY'S & LATA.

16th Maroch, 1938.

Sir,

Yet another landmark in the history of aerial trans-
port has been reached today with the introduotion of the

airmail service aoross the Atlantio Ocean from U, S. A. to
Bermuda.

The U.S.A. "Bermuda Clipper" of Pan Ameriocan Airways
leaves Baltimore this morning, the 16th of March oarrying
the firat Trans-Atlantio Mail from the United States of
America to Bermuda. On behalf of Imperial Airways (Bermuda)
Ltd. who as you know operate the air servioce between
Bermuda and U. 8. A. jointly with Pan Amerioan Airways,

I take this opportunity of extending through you our thanks

for the warm reception whioch has been given to us in the
New World.

The mail and passenger service between Bermuda and
U. 8. A. was inaugurated on the 16th June, 1937, and on
that date the Royal Mail Airoraft "Cavalier" of Imperial
Airways first instituted the carriage of mail over the
North Atlantioc Ocean from Bermuda to New York.

Both the R.M.A. "Cavalier" and the U.S.A. "Bermuda
Olipper," giant four engined flying boats fly regularly
over the route four times a week from each terminal,

reduoing to a little over five hours a journey that pre-
viously took days.

The highest degree of comfort and safety as well as
speed is provided on the airoraft and these faotors have

been largely responsible for the great measure of success
with which the service has been attended.

The opportunity that has been afforded my Company in
this modern era of transport to bind ever oloser the spirit
of good will between nations has always been a deep source
of gratification to us and I am indeed happy to send you
our greetings on this historical occasion,

Yours sincerely,

W. Armstrong,
Manager
per , /).
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The Cavalier crashed on 21 January 1939, The left and centre column are from the U.K. newspaper, “The Daily
Dispatch,” date unknown. Unfortunately, it is a continuation page and Duncan does not have the beginning of
the report. To fill up this page, | have added on the right a report from the “Southern Daily Echo,” 23 Jan. 1939.
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BOAT
WRECK

ltlgebclla. but only to grasp hold of
em.

The plane apparcently “opened up"
and sank.

The survivors were sulfering from
shock and expasure.

According to the Imperial Alrways’
office In New York, the US. crulser
Norfolk has Ieft Norfolk, Virginia,
with medical suppites.

The Esso Baytown is taking the
survivors to New York and is ex-
pected there this morning,

Only the condition of Captain
Alderson is believed {o be giving
cause for anxiety, The survivors,
however. wore not fit to be trans-
ferred to the U.S gunboat Erle,
which answered the call for a
doctor.

The doctor went aboard the
tanker,

The Esso Baytown lost one lifeboat
in effecting the rescues in the heavy

Sgas.

Five Women
Among Survivors

According to the British United Press
the survivors Included the following
passengers: —

Mrs, George Ingham (Bermuda),

Mrs. Edna Watson (Bermuda),

Mrs, Donald Miller,

Mrs. John Noakes,

Mrs. Nellie Smith (Bermuda),

Mr. Charles Talbot {Massachusetts).

SAW A SHIF GO BY

A wircless message from the coast-
guard cutter Champiain reveals that the
survivors, while clinging to their Iife-
beitd, watched n ship pass (hom by.

Raymond McRillott, moaster of the
Champlain, interviewed by wireless

NOT ONLY HAD THE
CAVALIER 13 ON
BOARD BUT HER SOS
“SINKING"” WAS SENT
OUT AT 13.13 O'CLOCK
(1-13 P.M. LOCAL TIME) IN
THE 24 HOURS RECKON-
ING USED BY SHIPS.

- — -

P

through the Natlonal Broadcasuing Com.
pany, sald: " All the survivors, except
the plane’s commander. Caplain Alder-
son. are In a falr condition and are
resting.”

Captaln McElllott revealed that the
Champinin's officers had sighted some
of the Cavaller's wreckage,

When the Esso Baytown had picked
up the survivors she sent the following
message:

" We heard volees calling to us from
the east. W stopped, lowered the life-
boat. and picked up ten survivors

weakencd and ict go”
Last Message:
“Sinking ”
Dramatie radio messages told how the

fiylng boat was forced down on & rough
sca. They were:

5-23 p.m. (G.M.T.): * Running into
bad weather. May be obliged to
land.” .

537 pm.: “Stil} bad weather.

Severe static”

357 pm: " S08"

559 pam.: “All engines [falling
owing to lce. Altitude 1,500 feef,
We shall make a forced landing In »
few minutes”

6-7 pom.: " Still have two motors
galng and trylog (o get olhers
slarted ‘

68 p.m.: “Have jJust sent oul
distress signals on 500 k.o

6-11 p.m.: “ Landed O.K. Swiilch
off. Stand by.”

6-13 p.m.;.* Sinking."

Aflter that there was silence,

Meanwhlle, the Pan-American Alrways
wireless siation at Port Washington had
been Irying to establish wireleas contact
with the Cavaller, They had recelved
only one response, at 12-58 pm, .
«Thereupon the station cailed the
coastguards and rescue work got under
way.

The Tavalier made her first- flight
from Barmudna to New York—770 mlles
—{n the summer of 1037,

She cost about £40,000 to bulld and
had accommodation for 16 passengers
normally, but could carry 20.

Cavalier belonged to the “C* type of
Imperinl Alrways fying-boat.

Accidents to this type have Included:

Capricornus.—Crashed In France in
March, 1837, during ma’den flight. Five
killed,

Courtler—~Crashed at  Athens In
October, 1937. Three killed.

Cygnus—Crashed at Brindisl, Decem-
ber. 1937, Two killed.

.
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ANXIETY FOR
BRITISH
AR PILOT

SURVIVORS OF
CAVALIER REACH
NEW YORK TO-DAY

NEW YORK. Monday.

=™ surviyors, Including four
Britgh « members of the

crew the Lmperiai’ Alc-

wayy fiying-odat Cavaller, which
erashed two days ago In the
Atlantic, 250 miles from Bermuds,
are expectgd tn New York todey,

Lualest reports say that the oll
tanker Esso Baytown, with the
survivors on board., was fseaming
at 14 knols thruugh heary seaa.

The survivors were pleked up by
the Esso Baytown after they had
elung for ten hours to lifebelts and
the wrecknge of the ‘piane in
neary seas,

There were 13 persons on boaxd,
five crew and elght passengers,
The three misging are fbhe British
steward, Robeft Spencs, and two
posseagers, Mr. Donald Miler, of
Lineoin, Nebraska and *Mr, J
Gordon Noakes, of Malba, New
York

The oames of the four yescued

Aldetsofy First

|
Officer Nell Richardson, Wireless
Openw\;q Patricl] Chdpman, and
Bteward David my.

The conditlon bf Captain Alder-
son 19 still gl cause for alarm.

ek 1o Do
quic
lad the Cavalidr 13 persons on
8, “Stok-
by st 1313 o'clock

dlately taken tb
medical exhmin sens homa
in motor-cars wigh police esqorts.—

Reuter,

membdera of the British are: |-
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The Brindisi ~ Paris train route
By Peter Wingent

Following the publication in the last Gazette of the most interesting Imperial Airways® notes for passengers
travelling between Brindisi and London, sent in by Mike Stephenson and shown in Appendix 8, Bryan Dudley
Stamp wrote to me suggesting the route, “Might be a suitable feature for the December issue.” Bryan was
particularly interested to learn whether or not I.A. had special carriages, pointing out that in the October 1933
timetable, shown on page 108 of my Eastern route book, four different trains were employed in the outward
direction and three in the homeward. | have been unable to ascertain whether or not ILA. used special carriages
but somehow | cannot imagine the high-powered types who travelled with LA, at this time would have endured
three or four changes of train. It would seem logical that perhaps a dining carriage, a sleeping carriage and an
ordinary carriage would have been transferred from one to other of the various trains employed. I would be
delighted to learn of any suggestions you may have as to where we might find out what really happened. It is the
sort of topic which would have been featured in the original LA, Gazettes, published in the 1930s, but I cannot
find reference to it in any of the copies | hold,

Just to add weight to the case for |.A. carriages in Europe, you will see elsewhere in this issue, a photograph of
the special train used to carry passengers from the LA, London terminal to Southampton. In addition, the
“Southern Daily Echo” often made reference to either L.A. trains or a special carriage from Southampton Docks
being hitched to a regular train at Southampton Central Station. [ cannot imagine that 1.A. would have provided
such facilities in the U.K. and not have done so for the much longer journey between Paris and Brindisi.

Out of interest, I trawled through the notes for passengers for every calling point listed. These are shown in
upper case in the map below. Comparing this map with the one shown on page 108 of my Eastern route book, |
am now almost certain that the section between Brindisi and Bologna in the book is incorrect and should be as in
the map below. In my defence, | must point out that I added a note on the map in the book that intermediate calls
were not guaranteed to be correct. Thank goodness I did!

To take things a stage further, three covers which received backstamps during their journey through Italy are
illustrated on pages 18 to 20. | have added the place names from these backstamps to the map below, if they
were not already there. These are shown boxed in lower case italic. If you have any similar covers, please send
me copies for inclusion in the next Gazette.

Rrennero

Chiasso

Moaodane
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The notes for passengers, evidence from the following covers and pure logic all lead me to conclude that the rail
routing through Europe changed frequently due to variations in LA. timetables and, quite possibly rail timetables.

The beauty of considering this rail route is that it is of interest to all: both Eastern and African route collectors.

Cover |: Nkana, 26 February 1936, to Grenoble, France.

g B em

1 No.1457

e

% /&JMW ﬂﬂ;»“-ﬁr{// /)"{MQ__

Backstamps: Brindisi — Pescara 3 March
Amb. Pescara — Milano 4 March
Amb. Torino — Modane 4 March
Grenoble 3 March
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Cover 2: Nzega, 15 February 1936 to Tallinn, Estonia.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

] | KENYATTANGANYIKAY]

= ~ e - ™ * "
2roMs Mol L@ ymani .0 Nzega
-

neany

.
R e N 158

Backstamps: Mwanza 16 Feb,
Tab — Mwanz TPO UP 16 Feb.
Dodoma 19 Feb.
Brindisi Transito 27 Feb.

Bolgna Ferrovia (station) 28 Feb.
Amb. Bologna — Brennero 29 Feb.
Telli/Eesti 2 March

(Brennero seems to be off the normal route but perhaps the cover was dispatched
this way for its journey north to Estonia and was not routed via Paris).
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Cover 3: Dar es Salaam, 5 September 1934, to Aywaille, Belgium.

Backstamps: Nairobi 6 Sepl.
Amb. Lecce — Brindisi - Pescara 11 Sepr.
Milano Ferrovia (station) 12 Sepu.

Amb. Milano - Chiasso 12 Sept.



IMPERIAL AIRWAYS STUDY GROUP

Sale of literature, airmail and general reference, by Norman Clowes

The following books are for sale. Connections with Imperial Airways and its
flights appear sometimes to be tenuous, even non—existent, but the vendor -
never one always to stick to the conventional - can usually find some obscure
reason/excuse for inclusion, irrespective of year. Remember the good uses

to which many good maps in the cheap E. Africa and S. Africa year books can
be put.

Intending buyers are requested to enquire/order by telephone (029 20753632)
in view of (a) the usual Christmas mail delays and (b) the usual postal
strikes, actual or threatened. Postage (cheapest) will be charged at cost.
In the case of any orders from abroad, inevitable and pernicious bank charges
will have to be avoided by suitable 'creative accounting'.

Norman Clowes, 20 Ogwen Drive, Lakeside, Cardiff CF23 6LL

(* = hardback)

“——Fpat— e —btide iy 535-538pp Yo —condinflesses—Hhf oy obspure-sepuites—AeR-aii— SOLD
~poisbagesy—aaneg—all-Abs s -copy—fpr2b-airneilteaflet —E7e~
2 * Aviation - a Technical Dict. Fontanet 1945. English-French & uv 450pp 44x7" 5
3 East African Airmails to 18939 Bill Colley 120pp 7
The next three are compact 5x74) VG for earlier background despite dates (adverts not in pp)
4 * Ypar Book & Cuide to East Africa 1952 435pp + 16pp maps 4
5 ¥ ditto 1955 406 i6 4
B * ditto 1863 352 16 4
7

* Handbook of Tanganyika Terr, 1930 (& only pre-war 7) issue. Gout sponsored. ed Sayers,
superb vol 636pp. copious maps, remarkably all-embracing 28pp index. Includes rly

timetables, names Gout officials, even lower orders 45
8 * [Handbook of ] Uganda by Thomas & Scott. Gowvt publ 1935, fine vol 560pp (23pp index)
Wide-ranging coverage, maps ete. 25

9  * Guida dell'Africa Orientale Italiana 1938 B4O0pp 44x54" In Italian but rarely seen
mine of info on Lthe area with good coverage links surrcunding countries 18pp index 10
10 * Bridging the Atlantic Baldwin 1945 (FJF N°7). 110pp standard work + grp rel.articles 12

n Imp Almways & Subsid Coys (FJF N®10)&pp Baldwin 1950. Ring bound 4
12 Indian Airmails Jeffrey Broum 1995 114pp 7
13 * fustralian Air Mail Cat (incl PNG to 1940) Eustis 1930 30Bpp pristine in d/cvr 14

14 * Postal History of British Air Mails, Proud 1991,576pp pristine in d/cvr. Huge amount
detail mainly alphab by destn with wide range other info needing DIY indexing to yleld

unexpected usefulness 35
15 Commercial Zepp Flights to S.Amer. Duggan & Graue 1985 234pp Exactly as should be 12
16 Kat der Deutschen Luftpost Parts 1,2,3 dated 1989,1991,1996. First flights 1918 to

1843, special flights, crashes etc Total c.300pp Clearly set out g
17 Swedish Postmuseum A4 42pp on air postage etc to fgn countries 1930-46, Easier than

Swed lang normally as mainly Etabular 4
The next three are Chavril Press monographs on wartime airmails
18 Undercover addresses 1992 (Revised) 4
19 The Horseshoe Route 1982 B
20 Great Britain - Transatlantic & Beyond c.1994 i
21 * History of the E.African Army Postal Service Rossiter & Proud 112pp Much more

than title suggests, for those int. in E.Africa 9
22 E.Africa W2 Henning 1996 All sorts postal & censor markings 122pp g

Please turn over
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The next three old catalogues (in German, Dutch & Greek/English) should not be dismissed
as irrelevant and impossible to follow.

23 Swiss Airmail Handbook 1984 c.450pp. Every conceivable aspect - spec flights,

acceptances, labels..,.... i6
24 Airmail Cat, Netherlands & Terr. 1983 360pp. Concentrates on Flights K
25 Vlastos Postage Stamp Cat 1979 Greek and English (believed later Greek only). Much

more than just stps & inel 1Bpp FF section with all accept I.A., & nos Floun etc 5

The next four are VG for earlier background despite dates. Sx7ipp.Adverts ignored in N°pp

26 * S and E Africa Year Book & Guide 1948 1160pp + S4pp maps 5
27  * Southern Africa 1854 860 48 4
28 = ditto 1958 712 48 4
24 ¢ ditto 1861 "2 4B 4

FURTHER THOUGHTS

As there is space on this page there now follow details of more general works
of reference which have helped the vendor to breathe life into many of his
covers, both air and surface mail. Anyone interested in who was who or what
was going on in a given year, period or decade is invited to make contact. In
most cases prices will be nominal in view of likely postage costs. There is
obviously overlap but the potted comments will help; usually taken verbatim.

A. Hazell's Annual A cyclopsedic record of men and topies of the day. Indexed. Who was who
and all impt events worldwide 1896 1900 1802 1804

8. The Statesman's Yearbook Statistical & historical annual of the states of the world
1933 1934 1936 1941 1944 1948 1949 1952 1960 1962 19685 1969 etc. As may be
inferred from the number held, these volumes have been found to be extremely useful.

C. Whitsker's Almanack A vast amount of info re the government, finances, population, commerce
and general stats of the various nations. Potted hist & geog. 1930 1929 1948 1939

D. Uho's Who A biographical dictionary of notable (living) men & women. 1903 (NB) 1933 1837 1939
G. Debrett's Peerage Speaks for itself: massive detail and family history 1935 1880

H. International Who's Who  (rarely seen) 1940

I. The Half-vearlv Armv tiet  Tidv 1037 Trardavad
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Press photographs of the new Imperial Airways terminal building

Abaove!

Trains ta run to new Airways
building. Fox Photos 13 March
1939

There is a station platform
beneath the fine new building at
Victoria.  Passengers travelling
by train will now be able to arrive
and depart direct from offices
instead of walking round to the
station.

Photo shows a view of the new
station  platform at  Victoria
showing the Imperial Airways
building behind.

Associated Press photograph of
Imperial Airways' Southampton
train, taken at the opening of the
new Imperial Airways’ terminal
at Victoria Station in June 1939.

Material provided by Duncan Crewe

Duncan has kindly provided these remarkable
and beautiful press photographs, taken in
March and June 1939. The originals are 117
x 87. Neither he nor | have ever seen them
reproduced in any publication and we believe
them to be very rare.

Having decided to feature the new LA.
terminal on the front and back covers, it
seemed appropriate to include these photos in
this issue.

The captions are taken from the reverse of the
photos. The lower one states the new
terminus opened in June 1939. However,
Harold Penrose in his book, “Wings Across
the World,” page 115, states the terminal
opened in the first week of May. In a
checklist | produced many years ago, | have a
date of 3 May but I cannot locate my source.
Can anyone provide an exact date of the
opening please?




A GRANDIOSE PROJECT. — The design for the
terminal  block for Imperial Airways Ltd, in
Buckingham Palace Road. The back part will be built
out over lines of the Southern Railway outside
Victoria Station. The front will probably be known as
“Opposite the Busses,” — as the big motor-coach
depot is an the other side of the road.
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