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Our President’s Message. 

   Hello Folks, 

  As I am writing this report it seems that the summer is almost over, how time flies.  This year is the first time that I 

have not been able to attend the Autumn Stampex, due to illness.  As a result, I also missed the joint meeting between 

BAMS and the Crash Mail Society.  I hope that we had a reasonable attendance at this event. This is a joint venture that 

I hope will continue. 

  I have been contacted by the organisers of Stampex to see if we would be interested in having the 2018 Spring 

Stampex themed around the British Air Mail Society.  This is something that I would be in favour of, but at this short 

notice it is not something I think that we could arrange in time.  As our membership will largely only be aware of our 

involvement though reading the current issue of Air Mail News, after consultation, I felt that this would not give our 

members enough time to put together an exhibit. This would have been on a competitive and also on a non-competitive 

basis.  It is something that we should certainly consider and I will raise it at the AGM. 

  Another issue has arisen. After discussion with our new competition secretary, Mike Kentzer, he suggested that there 

should be another annual competition in addition to the Air Mail Trophy and the Wotherspoon Cup competitions, and 

that this could be in the form of photocopy entries. This would allow many other members to participate by post in the 

annual competitions without having to attend the AGM.  What an excellent idea, and one that I will also raise at the 

AGM. 

  On 14th October, I shall be attending the BAMS South Coast Group meeting at the South of England Stamp Fair at 

Ardingly, and hope to meet some of our members there.  Of course, by the time you read this, the event will be over, 

but as this is an annual event perhaps you can keep it in your mind for next year. I would of course encourage all our 

members, if possible, to attend their regional BAMS meetings, as this is a really good opportunity to get together and 

also air concerns. 

  Please let me have any feedback on any of the issues that I have raised so that we can deal with them at our next 

AGM. 

Eddie Spicer. 

 

URGENT NOTICE 

Important Information Regarding Changes to the BAMS Suscriptions, 

Now Due. 

We would like to thank all members for your support during the past year & remind you that next year’s 

subscriptions are now due. There are changes to the format and pricing structure for next year. 

At the AGM, the following organisational changes to the Society were approved. From the 1st January 

2018 the Membership fee will be £15 for all members both in the U.K. and Overseas. All members will 

receive an e-mail providing them with a link to download Air Mail News and Auction catalogues providing 

that they have issued the Membership Secretary with an e-mail address. The current CD option is being 

withdrawn. Members wishing to receive their Air Mail News in booklet form will have to pay a supplement 

of an additional £25 to cover its production and postage. 

Payment can be made to our Acting Membership Secretary Peter Lister by cheque, cash (£’s sterling 

only), or via Paypal (details on enquiry). 

If any further details are required in relation to these changes, they can be obtained from the Member-

ship Secretary. His contact details are given at the beginning of the magazine. 
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EDITORIAL 

Attendance at BAMS Annual General Meetings. 

  It is sometimes said that even in the very best of families there are bound to be occasional spats, little disagreements 

between family members.  The British Air Mail Society is not any different in this respect. Members occasionally express 

differing views how the Society should be run, how best to organise our meetings, how best to print and disseminate our 

various publications, how we could become more financially prudent, how best to attract more members….I could go on 

and on in like vein. You will recognise all these various points of discussion and many other related topics that have been 

occasionally aired by members.  In any well-run society this is only to be expected. Constructive dialogue is to be        

welcomed with open arms.  It is good that members feel free to express their views, and if several members should feel 

they are of the same opinion, those whose responsibility it is to run our Society should take note, possibly modify the 

way the Society conducts its affairs.  That is democracy.  Committee members will arrange change where necessary.  The 

other side of a free democratically run society, is that committee members should be prepared to either stand down or 

stand for re-election at annual general meetings. 

  I began by saying that even among the best of families there are bound to be occasional disagreements. With what I am 

about to say I am conscious that I may be getting ‘up the noses’ of a number of my fellow Council members of the    

British Air Mail Society.  For many years I have been attending Annual General Meetings of our Society in London, and I 

have increasingly felt that attendance at these meetings to be largely disappointing for several reasons. Travelling up to 

London has become something of a chore. The company of fellow members who do make the effort to turn up is highly 

valued, and it is good to exchange views and reminisce with so many old acquaintances.  It is also good to be able to 

meet up with people that I had not had the undoubted pleasure of meeting before. But I am now rapidly beginning to 

wonder if I will continue to attend these meetings as they seem to become increasingly dull as the years roll past.  What I 

am led to believe, is that many of my fellow members also are of the same opinion. The pilgrimage to London for our 

annual get together is virtually becoming a pointless exercise. 

 I have been a member of BAMS for many years past, and some thirty odd years ago attendance at our Annual General 

Meetings was something to really look forward to.  There was so much more that we did during the day.  Long lasting 

members will agree with me, I am sure, that during the Annual General Meetings of yesteryear there was always plenty of 

time available, not only to have the business session,  to hold a live auction, and to both judge and announce the winners 

of our current intra-Society competitions, (for the Wotherspoon Cup and the Air Mail Trophy), but also time for an hour 

long display by an invited speaker, not necessarily a member of BAMS, and before we closed the meeting there would be 

enough time, usually about an hour, for attending members to entertain each other by putting up short one-frame      

displays.  I believe we need to provide the forum where Air Mail collectors can put up flown covers to be savoured or 

discussed by like-minded appreciative collectors. Thank God, for the regional group meetings that still provide the     

opportunity to enjoy members’ short displays. 

   So where are we possibly going wrong?  I believe the problem stems from two different directions, both impacting on 

the time we have available.  As those who currently attend our meetings on Saturdays at the premises of the Royal P.S. in 

June will know, there are few places locally where we can go for lunch.  On Saturdays, Central London somewhat       

resembles a ghost town, with so many offices and places of work closed up for the weekend that few restaurants or pubs 

find it worth staying open for business.  The immediate vicinity of the premises of the Royal P.S. is off the beaten track 

for any tourists or shoppers that might otherwise pass by. Our Auctioneer, Peter Lister, is our anchor man organising our 

meetings and that usually involves making arrangements for luncheon in one of the few hostelries that stays open on  

Saturdays, and that involves at least a ten minute walk.  And before I go any further I most certainly am not criticising the 

dedication of Peter in making the arrangements. If it were not for Peter we would probably not currently be able to meet 

at the Royal and he works his socks off on our behalf preparing for our arrival, and during the day, doubling up as he 

does through also being our Hon. Auctioneer. The major point I am making here is that it takes the better part of 1½ 

hours for members to leave the Royal, walk down the road to the hostelry, and partake of cooked lunch, and of course 

the opportunity to share a pint. We used to arrange for a buffet lunch to be sent in, such that we did not have to leave 

the building and we could continue mingling and talking ‘shop’ while we ate and quaffed a glass of wine.  Yes, I know 

there were major problems. You had to book your lunch in advance, and those who had not done so occasionally 
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‘muscled in’ and deprived members of lunches which had been booked. This caused a deal of resentment, proved        

difficult to organise, so we went for the pub lunch option.  My problem is not with the pub lunch option per se, but the 

time factor.  Why can’t bring packed lunches on the day?  As there is provision for hot drinks in the building we should 

be able to satisfy most members’ dietary needs.  It is worth discussing. 

  As the main beef I have with our AGMs is lack of time to do the things we ought to be offering, may I suggest the  

business session be drastically curtailed?  In any well-run organisation the AGM should ideally only take about 15 

minutes.  With a strong, but fair, Chairperson leading the meeting, presentation of all reports including those of the 

Treasurer should only take a few minutes.  Officers’ reports should be furnished in advance and made available before 

the meeting as written statements, and these should be nodded through, members only making comment if something 

really contentious should arise. The Treasurer need not seemingly drone on and on, going through each item line by line. 

All members are intelligent enough to be able to read and understand a financial statement.  If they have problems they 

will ask the relevant questions, and if the Treasurer has done his bit, he will be able to answer any points raised in quick 

time. Queries concerning members’ subscription rates, Air Mail News production costs and postal arrangements should 

not normally arise, as with any well-run Society such questions ought to have been raised, discussed and decided at  

Council before the meeting.  We should never stifle honest debate, but as such this should be kept to a minimum.  This is 

where a strong Chairperson comes in.  I think I am not talking too much out of turn when I say that for many years now, 

successive Chairmen have not imposed their authority on our meetings as perhaps they should have done, and some dis-

cussions have been allowed to go on and on, never really being brought to conclusion. If members wish to bring        

important matters for discussion to our AGMs, these should be notified to the Chairperson well in advance of the   

meeting so that Council can consider them in advance, to be added to the agenda. Our constitution makes provision for 

this.  There should never be the need for AOB (Any Other Business) at an AGM, unless horrendously urgent matters 

have suddenly arisen. 

  We all know, and understand, that the live auction (with postal participation) is a major attraction and should not be 

radically changed.  If I remember correctly, and in this regard I could be wrong, we used to have the business section in 

the morning session, plus the competitions, with the live auction first thing after lunch.  I have no strong views as to the 

wisdom of changing the order during the day.  Possibly changes were made for good operational reasons beyond my 

comprehension.  I’ll leave that for others to explain. 

  So how can we increase attendance at our meetings? I have already laid out my ideas for increasing time to do more 

things on the day.  Perhaps, a goodly proportion of our membership find it difficult to attend our meetings in London in 

early June.  June is not an ideal time to travel “up to to town” for reasons of being close to Spring Bank Holidays. Living 

as I do in the “Sticks”,  it a nightmare trying to arrange booking on the railway to London at this busy time. OK, I am a 

minority of one, and after all it was my decision to go to live in my native Cornwall.  But are other members put off 

through the June dates?  Perhaps we might consider occasionally meeting somewhere other than in London?  After all, 

we are a national society, not a South Eastern one! 

   And just as we put the current issue of Air Mail News to bed, we now hear the idea is being mooted that at our AGM, 

members could send in photocopies of exhibits to be judged, such that they need not have to attend our meetings.       

“Is the whole world we live in going mad?” I ask.  

   If any readers are in sympathy with any of my points of view, or can add positive ideas how we can improve attendance 

at meetings, please write to me so I can put your ideas into print.   

Richard Saundry. 

 

Richard Beith along  with other items he sent me for possible in inclusion in Air Mail News, sent me an interesting cutting 

excised from the Friday 7 July 2017 issue of the “I”.  For overseas readers, the “I” is a snappy tabloid British national 

newspaper. On page 23 of that issue, Naimah Archibald-Powell wrote a piece entitled “Does this photograph solve the 

biggest mystery in aviation history?” A newly found photograph was printed, allegedly showing Amelia Earhart sitting on 

a dockside near her navigator Frederick Noonan (both circled) on the Marshall Islands.  Earhart vanished in July 1937 

along with her plane during a flight over the Pacific. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

The BAMS North West Group. 

  Report of the meeting held in Liverpool on Friday 15th July 2017. 

  The switch to a Friday was well supported and seven members attended.  Apologies were received from Andrew   

Francis, Brian Lythgoe, Tony Plumb and Stan Wheatcroft.  Following the usual morning bourse and an excellent lunch, 

Duncan Crewe gave a display of “Imperial Airways Crash and Disrupted Mail”. 

  Duncan’s display covered the major crashes on both the African and Eastern routes, as well as a wide range of more 

minor incidents.  These included a flight being held for a day to accommodate American passengers arriving late at 

Southampton from their Trans-Atlantic voyage, a flight delayed after the pilot had been struck in the eye by a hailstone, 

and another where pilot illness led to a delay at Athens before a relief pilot arrived from Alexandria.  A further frame 

was devoted to the disruption caused by the Greek rebellion in 1935, and the afternoon was brought to a close with mail 

salvaged from the Boadicea crash and accidents on Imperial Airways Eastern routes, including the Apollo crash in Belgium 

and the crash at Luxeuil in 1939. 

  Before enjoying fruit and cake, all present thanked Michael Buchanan for hosting the meeting and providing such 

excellent hospitality. 

Dates for Your Diary. 

Saturday 9th June 2018.  British Air Mail Society Annual General Meeting. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 INTERESTING NEWS FROM THE WORLD OF AEROPHILATELY 

CRASH COVERS AT AUCTION 

The following is taken from Glen Stephen’s monthly “Stamp News”, (a US philatelic journal), Market Tipster Column – 

March 2017 (reproduced with permission and kindly forwarded to us by Ken Sanford 

Norfolk Island Aerogram sells for $5,600 

I meant to mention this in a past column but forgot! Anyway, as a “scratch your head curio data point” this not  very exciting 

looking Norfolk Island aerogramme was invoiced for $5,600 at a large public auction in 2016. 

Be honest – if you saw this rather ratty, cellotape stained 1954 aerogramme in a dealers $5 box, would you have even 

looked twice, much less BOUGHT it?   A common 10d. definitive stamp worth probably a dollar or so, soaked off the 

piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would YOU have paid £A5,600 for this?! 
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I am sure 99% of those reading being HONEST, would not bother to look twice at it.  It had an estimate of $1,000, and 

was invoiced for nearly six times that amount. It was one of many small pieces that survived the 1954 BOAC mail plane 

crash in Singapore.  I’ve sold nicely charred covers from here to Scotland for under £100. 

In this case, however, a Norfolk Island aerogramme collector was very keen to secure it, and fought off a clearly very 

keen under-bidder.  So, as I often type – “Knowledge is Power” – see anything unusual from Norfolk Island – and take 

another hard look at it! A bunch of serious well-heeled collectors, and little material. 

- - - 

  Covers from this BOAC crash at Singapore on 13 March 1954 are probably the most common crash covers there are.  

They come on eBay at least three times a week.  In my opinion, they are normally not worth more than £10-15.  Never in 

my wildest dreams would I have thought that a cover from this crash would sell for this amount.  OK, covers from Nor-

folk Island on this crash are unusual, but Aus $5,600…  come on.  There were obviously two or more collectors bidding 

for the cover, but it is still an amazing price. 

Comments by Ken Sanford. 

 

Royal Mail Issues “Mail by Air”         

Post-and-Go Stamps. 

    By the time you are reading this issue of Air 

Mail News, unless you were ‘on the ball’ you will 

probably have missed the latest issue of “Post & 

Go” stamps, on the theme “Mail by Air” issued 

by Royal Mail on 13th September.  The six 

stamps intended for carriage of 1st Class inland 

letters up to 100 gm. covers everything from the 

1911 King George V Coronation Hendon-

Windsor flights, to the Datapost service of the 

1980s.                                                                                                     

For overseas readers, perhaps one of our better 

informed collectors will be able to explain what 

the “Post & Go” stamps are, where they can/

could be obtained?  Your editor gave up        

collecting British postage stamps years ago, and 

no longer understands what modern British 

stamps are all about.                                                                                                       

___________________________________ 

                                                                                                                             

British Air Mail Society gets a mention 

in ‘Stamp & Coin Mart’.   

                                                                          

The October issue of the British national       

collector’s magazine “Stamp & Coin Mart”, page 

80, carries a most welcome feature highlighting 

the British Air Mail Society. We hope this little 

bit of publicity on our behalf might result in  

increased interest in our activities. 
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Letters to the EDITOR. 

This is the one section within our journal that is normally not edited, providing such letters are not deemed salacious or intended to 

bring our hobby into disrepute. Letters published in this section are not necessarily the views of the Council of the British Air Mail 

Society. 

-o-o-o-o-o- 

  Your Editor has only received a very light postbag this quarter, including a ‘throw away’ item, part of another unrelated 

communication : 

    Hello Richard,                                                                                          Friday July 21, 2017. 

        “Oops! II.  Paragraph beginning, “Anomalies will occur though…..” [see page 20, of the August issue, letter      

concerning Colour Variants of FAM-18 First Flight Cachets], try as I might I could not for the life of me find the cover 

mentioned in the text, “from ’sGravenhage to Albion, Michigan, USA,…” 

                      Regards,                                                                                                    Julian, confused.com 

  Editor: I replied to Julian van Beveren ‘A word of explanation about the missing illustration of the cover to Michigan. 

As space in the August issue was getting tight, I consciously decided not to show the cover as it added little to your    

otherwise most interesting and welcome letter. What I neglected to do was add that it was not being illustrated in the 

magazine, but just used the words you used. It was my fault for creating the confusion through inattention to detail, and 

please accept my apologies. 

-o-o-o-o-o- 

    Dear Richard,                                                                                          Saturday July 22, 2017 

   Just a quick note to say that the GB overseas air mail postage rates from the commencement of air mail to 2012 are all 

listed in immense detail on the Great Britain Philatelic Society, (GBPS), website: www.gbps.org.uk 

  Re. the note of the restructured membership fees, am I right in interpreting that the cost of receiving a paper copy of 

the journal is the same irrespective of whether you live in the UK or New Zealand? 

                       Regards, 

                                                                                                                                                       Frank Walton. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS. 

A. 530. The Galway to Berlin Flight of 22nd October 1932. 

In February John Rawlins asked how mail was carried between Galway and Berlin on 22nd October 1932.  Subsequently 

Roger Stanley-Smith (Air Mail News, Vol. 59, No. 237, page 17) provided detailed information, largely gleaned from   

Michael Traynor’s book “Iona – Ireland’s First Commercial Airline”.  With Roger’s authoritative reply, we might have 

thought that John’s question had been answered exhaustively, but two of our readers have made valuable contributions: 

  Firstly, Julian van Beveren,(Redgrave, Norfolk), not knowing John Rawlin’s contact address, forwarded the Editor copy 

of Vol. III, No. 1 (for June 1933) of the original “Monthly Air Mail” published by the air mail dealer, John S. Davis.  

Julian’s email was duly forwarded directly to John.  We now illustrate the relevant pages from the “Monthly Air Mail”. 

Thankyou Julian, for sending this. 

  Subsequently, John Rawlins asked about a cover possibly flown the return experimental flight London to Galway on 

26th August 1929.  Richard Beith (Auchterarder, Perthshire) has now also sent us cuttings from a contemporary Irish 

newspaper, the August 21st 1929 issue of “The Irish Times”. We don’t think we are in danger of infringement of        

copyright by reproducing what appeared in an Irish newspaper all those years ago. We republish most of the 1929      

cutting, since it does highlight the perceived importance of the Galway to London air mail service, and it is of interest to 

collectors of British, Irish and transatlantic air mails : 
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AIR MAILS TO LONDON 

FIRST FLIGHT ON MONDAY NEXT 

IMPORTANCE OF GALWAY ROUTE 

GREAT SAVINGS OF TIME 

By Our Special Representative. 

  The first practical step in the development of civil aviation in the Free State will be taken on Monday next, when   

Colonel Charles Russell, in his Vickers Valiant aeroplane, takes off from Oranmore Aerodrome, County Galway, with 

American and local mails for London. 

  While other countries – some of them as small as Ireland – have been making rapid progress in regard to civil aviation, 

the Free State for some years has lagged behind; and yet no other nation is so favourably situated from an aeronautical 

point of view. Experts from England and the Continents of Europe and America have realised and acknowledged the 

importance of Ireland’s geographical position. They have made it clear, however, that the development of Ireland’s    

natural aeronautical resources must be left to herself. 

  Colonel Russell, late Chief of the Free State Army Air Corps, has striven in face of many difficulties to create a real 

interest in the subject, and have Ireland’s natural advantages duly recognised and put to use. His experimental flight on 

Monday next will be the first result of his unceasing effort during several years, and it will represent some slight         

fulfilment of his dream. 

  The proposed flight is linked with the establishment of Irish Airways, Limited, in which Colonel Russell has been one 

of the prime movers. The inauguration of the Irish Airways services will witness the transport of mails, passengers and 

special merchandise between, Galway, Queenstown and London. 

Saving of Time. 

  If all works out according to plan next Monday, Colonel Russell will prove that at least one to two days can be saved in 

the transport of mails between America and London. When the North German Lloyd liner Karlsruhe arrives at Galway 

on that morning a fast motor launch will take the special bag of mails, which has been prepared in New York by the 

United States postal authorities, and convey it to Galway harbour, whence a motor car will speed with it to Oranmore 

Aerodrome, about six miles from the city. Thence Colonel Russell’s Vickers-Valiant aeroplane will start for London as 

soon as the mails have been put aboard. With the anticipated following wind, the non-stop flight to London will be    

accomplished in three hours. The total distance of the flight is 450 miles, and the machine is capable of a speed of 160 

miles per hour. 
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  If, as is expected, a liner bound for New York is calling at Galway that 

same evening, Colonel Russell will refuel in   London and will take aboard 

another special bag of mails prepared by the British postal authorities, and 

return with it to Galway in time to catch the liner. 

  In any case, he will return to Galway on Monday. The return flight will 

take about four hours, so that, allowing for a stop of an hour in London, 

the double flight should be made within eight hours. 

  At present mails take from five to six days to reach London from New 

York, and vice-versa. With an airmail service from Galway to London this 

time can be cut down by at least one and a half days.  A fast liner could 

make the journey from New York to Galway in about three and a half 

days, and from the time the mails are transferred from the liner till they 

arrive in London no more than four hours would elapse in ordinary     

circumstances. 

Local Air Mail. 

  In addition to the special bag of American mails, the Vickers-Valiant  

machine will carry a bag of local mail, which is  being prepared with the  

co-operation and consent of the Free State postal authorities in Galway. It 

us understood that no additional charge will be made for the aerial 

transport of letters on Monday next. All letters so forwarded will be         

impressed with a special stamp, which has been made for the occasion, 

bearing the words, “Experimental Air Mail,  Galway to London.” 

  Great interest is taken in the flight, and it is reported that letters for 

transport by it are being posted on the Continent and in England.  

Throughout Ireland – and particularly in Galway – people who have 

friends in London are sending   letters to be delivered by the aerial mail. 

Persons who desire to take advantage of this flight should address their 

letters in the ordinary way, and then mark them clearly and legibly –    

“Via Experimental Air Mail, Galway to London.” 

  Colonel Russell will leave for London to-morrow night, and will fly the 

Vickers-Valiant machine back to Baldonnel  Aerodrome on Friday       

afternoon.  On Sunday afternoon he will take it to Oranmore Aerodrome, 

Galway, where arrangements will have been made for its accommodation 

and refuelling. 

[Editor: there then appears a short paragraph about a proposed banquet in 

Galway, which would seem of minimal interest to readers of Air Mail 

News, followed by …] 

Other Liners to Call at Galway. 

  At the meeting of the Galway Harbour Board yesterday it was            

announced that the White Star Line had decided to make ten westbound 

calls and several eastward calls at Galway next year.  The Chairman,      

Mr. Young, stated that the Anchor Line and the United States Line will 

also make calls at Galway next year, and said that he was informed that the 

Canadian Pacific Company were also arranging for calls at Galway. 

[Editor:  Flights London to Galway and Galway to London took place on 

26th August. Alex Newall, “British External  Airmails until 1934” reports (Cat. 29.19, page 137) that the S.S.Karlsruhe 

brought circa 2000 items of U.S. mail and a  further 1000 items  written by passengers aboard, to Galway.  Newall reports 
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the mail was taken to Cranmore (note error in spelling of Galway aerodrome?) to join about another 5000 items already 

aboard, then flown via Dublin and Sealand (near Chester) to Croydon, London.  Most of the S.S. Karlsruhe’s mail carried 

a green or blue vignette “Airmail Karlsruhe-Galway”, the Irish mail being impressed with a red oval cachet.  Mail       

destined for Germany was forwarded by a Lufthansa flight Croydon to Berlin.  Newall then added that Russell flew back 

the same day to Galway carrying a quantity of unofficial mail. Interestingly Newall noted that the American Air Mail Cat-

alogue was in error as referring to the Karlesruhe – Galway flight as “ship to shore”, since the mail was brought to shore 

by the ship’s tender.  

It is to be regretted that this successful experimental flight was not further elaborated into a regular method for          

accelerating transatlantic mail services.] 

-o-o-o-o-o- 

Q. 531. How was this New Zealand cover Flown to England at the time         

Japan attacked Pearl Harbour? 

  

Dave Lucas says he recently acquired at a BAMS auction, a cover from New Zealand addressed to Warrington, England, 

postmarked 5th December 1941 which was censored by the New Zealand authorities. Franked 5s. 9d., and endorsed 

“PER PAN-AMERICAN CLIPPER TRANS-PACIFIC – TRANS-ATLANTIC N.Z. – U.S.A. – ENGLAND”.  Ac-

cording to Aitink & Hovenkamp “Bridging the Continents in Wartime”, the incoming Clipper  arrived in Auckland on 7th 

December, but due to the outbreak of war with Japan, the Clipper returned to New York by way of Ceylon, Karachi, 

Leopoldville and Natal.  What Dave would like to know is what happened to the mail? Was it sent by ship to the United 

States, then by air to New York, Lisbon and London (see Laurence Kimpton’s article in the May issue of Air Mail News, 

(Vol. 59, No. 237, pp. 22-33))? Or was it sent to Australia to join the Horseshoe Route? Or did it actually return on the  

Clipper to the united States ? 

 

Q. 532.  Could these Colombian Air Mail Covers to Europe have been                    

Flown the South Atlantic Route ? 

Our Chairman, Eddie Spicer, wonders if anyone cold help him with the following: 

“Until the introduction of the Pan Am Transatlantic Clipper service on 25th May 1939, all mail from Colombia destined 

for Europe was flown on the ‘Mancomun’ service from Barranquilla to New York and then carried by sea to Europe. 

The first use of the Pan Am transatlantic service to Europe for mail from Colombia was carried by the second flight by 
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‘Atlantic Clipper’ on the 27th May from New York. At this time the “MANCOMUN” directional marking were changed 

to “TRASOCEANO” to indicate the service required. 

  The air mail postage rate for use of the ‘Mancomun’ service from Colombia to New York was 30 centavos.  The new 

air mail rate for use on the ‘Transoceano’ service to Europe was 80 centavos. As far as I know there was no direct air 

mail service from Colombia to West Africa at this time. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So now to my problem.  The cover in Figure 1 was posted from Bogota on 28th February 1939 and addressed to     

Switzerland. It has a Paris transit mark on the reverse 9th March 1939.  It bears franking of 15 centavos for surface letter 

rate to Switzerland, and it has an apparent air mail surcharge rate of 1 Peso 50 centavos, and it has an instructional 

marking for the use of the ‘Transoceano’ service. So how was it carried? 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Bogota 18 February 1939 to Niederurnen, Switzerland (via Paris 9 March) 

Figure 2.  Pasto 10 March 1939 to Manchester, Eng-
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The cover shown as Figure 2 was posted in Pasto on 10th March 1939, and addressed to Manchester.  The cover carries 

postage of 15 centavos for the surface letter rate, but this time enough stamps to account for a 1 Peso 80 centavos air 

surcharge rate. 

  These air mail rates resemble neither the ‘Mancomun’ nor the ‘Transoceano’ service rates. 

  Could they have been flown via the South Atlantic, and if so, by whom?  If anyone can help me with this, please let me 

know. 

-o-o-o-o-o- 

Q. 533. Which of these Two British Guiana ‘First Flight’ Covers is Correct ? 

  Your Editor has two intriguing ‘First Flight’ covers British Guiana to Jamaica, which he needs help with:  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. J.R. Heilbron was an ardent informed 

early air mail cover collector, so there must be some very good reason why these two covers were prepared and sent by 

him.  The first registered cover, bearing 50 cents postage, was posted 5th December 1930, arriving Kingston, Jamaica 10th 

December. The route this cover went is beyond dispute.  Since the cover was sent as a registered item, we have transit 

postmarks for San Juan, Puerto Rico on 6th December, and Miami, Florida at 530PM 7th December and Miami again on 

8th December. Clearly the cover was flown over FAM-6 via San Juan to Miami, thence via FAM-5 to Kingston. N.B. the 

endorsement “First Air Mail via Miami and Cuba”. We should bear in mind that the first direct flight Miami to Kingston 

was actually made 2-3 December 1930 (info. The American Air Mail Catalogue, Cat. No. F5-65) 

  The second registered air mail cover, bearing the endorsement “First Air Mail British Guiana – Jamaica”, this time      

bearing 48 cents postage, was posted Georgetown two weeks later on 19th December 1930, and back-stamped upon  

arrival “KINGSTON-JAMAICA / DE 24 / REGISTERED”.  You will note the first flight cachet “G.P.O. / BRITISH 

GUIANA / FIRST FLIGHT”, depicted in the American Air Mail Catalogue as F6l (same as used to mark covers flown 

the inaugural FAM-6 air service flight 

Georgetown to Miami (F6-26)        

25th-28th September 1929). Please note 

that, unlike the first cover, there is a 

complete absence of transit postal 

markings (expected for San Juan and 
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 Miami). A transit time of five days, even over the pre-Christmas period, is consistent with the FAM 5&6 routing.       

Because of the absence of transit marks, however, there is just the faintest possibility this cover might have been carried 

first to Port-of-Spain, then to La Guaira, Venezuela, from thence to Kingston via Cristobal, Canal Zone.  I think this 

alternative routing to be entirely outlandish, because if it did go via the north coast of South America, again, why no 

transit date stamps? 

  So why two different ‘first flight’ covers?  I suggest the 19th December cover to be from the first official  British Guiana 

despatch, whereas the 5th December one was a speculative cover sent by Heilbron hoping it would be flown Miami to 

Kingston at, or just after, the opening of the recently advertised new service Miami-Kingston.  What do you think? 

-o-o-o-o-o- 

Q. 534.  Where was this Cover Delayed for over Seven Years ? 

  Brian Peace says he has many items of wartime mail where letters were intercepted and subsequently returned to     

senders. Such letters were usually received by the writers within a few weeks or months. 

  Brian, however, says he has a cover that was delayed for more than seven years on its journey from Port Moresby,    

Papua to the Netherlands.  He has been informed that the label reads: “Delayed due to wartime conditions”.  The Port       

Moresby cancellation on the Papua 1d. Stamp is dated 25 December 1940, and the Amsterdam back-stamp is 4 March 

1948.  Can any reader explain where this cover might have been detained for so long before being delivered?  [Editor: I 

note Brian’s cover is not actually an air mail item, so strictly speaking his question should not appear in this journal, but 

we are always willing to help with members’ queries, if we possibly can.] 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Flown from UK to New Zealand via USA in July-August 1940? 

Robert Clark 
 

The air mail cover in Figure 1 is postmarked in Basingstoke on 18th July 1940, has ‘On Active Service’ in manuscript and 

is addressed to Master John Barnard in Wellington. It is franked with 14 different UK stamps with a total franking of    

5s 11½d. It seems likely that it was sent by a New Zealand serviceman to his son, nephew or younger brother to provide 

him with a range of UK stamps. There are no routing instruction and the franking does not appear to be aimed at any 

particular service. It therefore seems to be of little or no interest to aerophilatelists, except that there are three different 

routes on which it may have been sent. Moreover, it may be the earliest known cover that was flown from the UK to 

New Zealand via the USA on the new transpacific Pan American route. 

Route 1: Horseshoe Route 

The expected route would be by the recently set up Horseshoe service in which mail was sent by sea from Britain to 

Cape Town in South Africa followed by air from Durban to Auckland via Egypt, India, Malaya and Australia. The air 

mail rate was 1s 3d per ½ oz. As the cover was postmarked on 18th July, it just missed the 5th Horseshoe dispatch from 
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Britain on 17th July and may have been sent on the next dispatch which was on 26th July. The 6th British dispatch       

connected in South Africa with the 9th Horseshoe service that left Durban on 17th August and arrived in Sydney on    

29th August. That mail was then flown to New Zealand on 30th August(1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Route 2: Air to USA followed by sea to New Zealand 

  In a previous article, I discussed an airmail cover that was postmarked on 20th July 1940 (1). 

  Initially the Horseshoe service could not cope with the demand and some air mail for New Zealand at the 1s 3d rate 

was sent from Britain to the USA by air across the Atlantic followed by sea across the Pacific. There was such a dispatch 

on 24th July. The 20th July cover was redirected in Wellington on 27th August which is before the arrival on 30th August 

of mail on the 6th Horseshoe dispatch from the UK and so it must have been sent via the USA.  

  There was a UK – Lisbon flight on 24th July and its mail was subsequently flown on the Pan American flight from    

Lisbon to New York on 26th – 29th July before connecting with the ‘Aorangi’ which sailed from San Francisco to     

Auckland on 8th – 25th August(1).  The cover in Figure 1 may also have been sent by this route. 

Route 3: Flown all the way to New Zealand via USA 

   Route 3 is the same as Route 2, except that it was also by air from San Francisco to Auckland by the new fortnightly 

transpacific air mail service by Pan American Airways. 

   The first flight from San Francisco to Auckland was on 12th – 18th July 1940. On 3rd July 1940, a letter was sent from 

the GPO to the Dominions Office stating that they had arranged to accept air mail for this service from the UK to New 

Zealand to be sent by air across both the Atlantic and Pacific at a rate of 4s 6d per half ounce(2) and that the routing     

instructions should be ‘North Atlantic and Transpacific Air Service’. 

   Mail on the first flight was always back-stamped on arrival in Auckland on 18th July 1940. Although both Walker(3) and 

Startup(4) state that mail from Britain was accepted for the first flight, I have never seen, or seen a reported example of, 

such a cover from the UK and neither have any air mail specialists that I have contacted. Moreover, I have not seen any 

examples of mail from the UK to New Zealand franked with 4s 6d and with the routing instructions ‘North Atlantic and 

Transpacific Air Service’ that is postmarked in July or early August. 

  A possible explanation is that although the GPO had decided to accept mail by the new air mail route, it had not      

informed the public. That view is supported by Francis Field’s comments in the August – September 1940 issue of the 

Figure 1.  UK to New Zealand, 18
th

 July 1940, franked 5s. 11½d. 
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‘Aero Field’. After reporting on the delivery of a letter in Britain on 3rd August that had been flown from New Zealand 

on the first return Pan American flight, he comments5:  

 “… the New Zealand Post Office has demonstrated the time-saving qualities of the P.A.A. service and it is now 

 up to the Postmaster General to follow suit by arranging for British mail to be expedited by this route.” 

   The first UK report of the new service that I have found was in ‘The Times’ of 13th July and it does not mention the 

possibility of acceptances from the UK. The first post office announcement of the new service from the UK to New 

Zealand was in the ‘Post Office Circular’ of 7th August 1940(2).  Hence I have doubts that there were any UK             

acceptances for connection with the first three transpacific flights to New Zealand although I would be very interested in 

seeing a cover that proved me wrong. 

   The earliest UK cover that I have routed by the new service is shown in Figure 2. It is franked with 4s 6d and is     

postmarked in Aldershot on 12th August 1940, 5 days after the announcement in the ‘Post Office Circular’. After being 

flown trans- 

Atlantic to the USA, it was likely flown on the 4th transpacific flight that left San Francisco on 24th August(5) and arrived 

in Auckland on 2nd September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The 3rd Pan American service left San Francisco on 10th August(5) and arrived in Auckland on 16th August. If the  

cover in Figure 1 had been sent via the USA then it had plenty of time to get to San Francisco to connect with the 3rd 

Pan American service and, because of its inclusion of so many stamps, had sufficient franking to have been flown from 

San Francisco. If it was indeed flown, then the cover in Figure 1 could, by being in the right place at the right time,     

inadvertently be the earliest known cover flown all the way on the new 1940 service from the UK to New Zealand via the 

Atlantic and the Pacific. Unfortunately, as there are no transit marks, this cannot be verified. 

Figure 2: UK to New Zealand, 12
th

 August 1940, franked 4s. 6d. 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

Romanian Transatlantic Air Mails during World War II 

By Richard Saundry 

  Before discussing Romanian wartime transatlantic air mail covers, we should remind ourselves of Romania’s status   

during the war.  When hostilities erupted in Europe following the German invasion of Poland in September 1939,      

Romania desperately tried to remain neutral. Unfortunately, by October 1940 German troops, many disguised as tourists 

and business men, had entered Romania and on November 23, 1940 Romania was coerced to join the “Triple Pact”   

between Germany, Italy and Japan. Though Romania still tried to maintain some semblance of neutrality, when Hitler 

turned against Russia in June 1941, Romania enthusiastically declared war against the Soviets (June 22, 1941) hoping to 

regain those territories (Bessarabia, Northern Bucovina and Tinutul Herta) which Hitler had forced Romania to cede to 

the USSR in August 1940. Even so, Romania still delayed declaring war against the Allies, but in December 1941 with the 

Japanese attack at Pearl Harbour Romania also declared war against the United States. In summary, until June 1941    

Romania was neutral, between June and December 1941 was a “neutral” state sympathetic to the Axis cause, and after 

December 1941 was an active participant on the Axis side. 

  One important question that is invariably asked when analysing wartime transatlantic air mail covers is which routes 

might have been used. With the obvious risk to German aircraft flying westward directly over, or near to France, 

Lufthansa’s direct service to South America (Route TO 191) was suspended just before hostilities began and was not  

reactivated again during the whole course of the war. This meant that for the first months of the war, Air France was the 

sole operator over the South Atlantic route. From December 21, 1939, the Italian airline LATI also began service to    

Brazil.  From this date, therefore, the possibility exists that Romanian mail addressed to South America could have been 

flown either by Air France or by LATI.  With the capitulation of France in June 1940, however, all Air France           

transatlantic service was terminated, the last flight to Brazil leaving France on June 23rd. LATI was left as the sole        

operator Europe to South America.  Eventually even LATI’s service was also forced to close with the entry of the United 

States into the war. The last westbound LATI flight left Italy for Brazil on December 17, 1941. 

  As for the North Atlantic air mail route (FAM-18) Europe to New York, this was for all intents and purpose the      

monopoly of Pan American Airways. The European terminus of PAA’s transatlantic route had been Marseilles, France, 

but following the outbreak of hostilities this now became Lisbon in neutral Portugal.  Foynes in neutral Ireland was also 

used by PAA as a European terminus during the war but it is highly doubtful any Romanian mail would ever have been 

flown as far as this before being flown to the United States. 

  One point that should be born in mind, however, is that mail addressed to South America could be flown the longer 

North Atlantic route to New York, thence to destination using PAA’s Latin American routes (FAM-5, 9,10). After the 

cessation of LATI’s service to Brazil in December 1941, this, in fact, became the norm for much European air mail    

addressed to South America. Conversely there also existed the theoretical possibility that air mail addressed to the United 

States could first be flown by LATI (possibly also by Air France?) to Brazil, with subsequent onward air transmission 

northwards by PAA to Miami and beyond. The South American route to the United States involved flying greater      

distances compared with the more orthodox direct North Atlantic route from Lisbon, and European air mail covers to 
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the USA that were deliberately requested to be flown via South America usually incurred very high postal charges.      

Aficionados of LATI air mail covers tell us that correspondents in many Axis countries (Germany, Bohemia & Moravia, 

Slovakia, Italy, etc.) were often prepared to pay the higher postal charges in order for mail to be flown the longer route to 

the United States via South America, since it was likely to be forwarded northwards via the Pacific coastal service     

(FAM-9) thereby avoiding interception en route by British Imperial Censors in Bermuda, Jamaica or Trinidad.  LATI   

covers sent to the United States remain the “holy grail” for many collectors, and such covers are prized possessions.  

Generally, the evidence provided by very high franking of transatlantic covers emanating from Axis-occupied territory 

often helps decide whether, or not, the letters were intended to be flown by LATI. 

  Unfortunately, evidence derived from high franking is of no help whatsoever in deciding over which of plausible      

alternative routes Romanian covers were intended to be flown the Atlantic.  Throughout the war there were many      

successive increases in both Romanian surface and air surcharge tariffs, and to add to this confusing picture, changes to 

surface and air surcharge postage rates were not necessarily made simultaneously. Studies of the franking of Romanian air 

mail covers can be both stimulating and rewarding.  The important point here, and I cannot but emphasise this point 

more strongly, is that Romania did not use different postal rates for mail flown to given destinations by different 

airlines or flown over different routes during the war.  If a Romanian correspondent decided to send an air mail   

cover to, say, Argentina, then there was only one postal rate that was used irrespective of the route that cover             

subsequently went. In deciding if a cover went via a given route, the arrival date stamp is often of significant diagnostic 

value, particularly if this correlates with recorded information about the arrival of aircraft. Luckily from the present     

perspective, Romanian correspondents tended to send registered rather than ordinary air mail covers, and this often   

resulted in arrival postal markings that corroborates other information. Interestingly, from the point of view of the     

present study, during the war it seems Argentina rarely used dated arrival postmarks such that Romanian covers to     

Argentina provide meagre information about transit times, whereas, in contrast Brazil most consistently back stamped 

arriving covers, irrespective of whether or not they had been sent as registered items. 

   Before showing cover from my own collection, I would like to comment upon the three Romanian LATI covers     

described by Martyn Cusworth in his excellent monograph. (Ref. 1.) First is a registered cover sent from Timisoara       

November 3, 1940 to São Paulo, Brazil which was franked 270 Lei [the correct rate for a double-weight (2 x 5g.) cover to 

Brazil, computed at 16 Lei per 20g. surface + 16 Lei registration and 2 x 119 Lei per 5g. air surcharge rate (rates effective 

10 May 1940 – 31 March 1941] (Ref. 2.)  Endorsed “Via L.AtI.I. Italia”, we have little doubt this is a genuine Romanian 

LATI cover, but, and I have to stress this emphatically, ‘proof of the pudding’ lies in arrival marks that should            

correspond with known arrival dates of LATI aircraft in Brazil. A second cover from Brasov, February 17, 1941 to    

Buenos Aires franked 173 Lei is also a bona fide Romanian LATI cover.  The franking is entirely correct (16 Lei surface, 

16 Lei registration, plus 141 per 5g. for the air surcharge rate to Argentina in the period 10 May 1940 – 31 March 1941), 

but as there is no dated transit or arrival marks we cannot be absolutely certain this is a genuine Romanian LATI cover.  

It almost certainly was, however, flown by LATI, since if it had gone via New York you would normally expect to find a 

New York registry transit date stamp.  The third unregistered Romanian cover to Buenos Aires, however, (undated, and 

not illustrated by Cusworth) was franked 160 Lei.  Cusworth suggests this cover was overpaid 3 Lei.  Is it possible this 

cover was sent after April 1, 1941 when the UPU surface rate was increased to 20 Lei?  If that was the case, then the 160 

Lei postage actually represents an underpayment of 1 Leu.  Since New York did not routinely postmark ordinary mail in 

transit we cannot be entirely satisfied this third example was a genuine LATI cover.  A very important point worth noting 

is that when Cusworth compiled his lists, he only knew of the existence of these two, (possibly three) Romanian LATI 

covers, indicating their perceived rarity! 

Air Mail to the United States. 

  The earliest Romanian transatlantic air mail cover in my collection, (Fig. 1), was posted directly onto a railway travelling 

post office going towards Bucharest mid-day December 7, 1939. Addressed to Chicago it transited Baneasa Airport,   

Bucharest the following day. Romanian air mail covers posted during the late 1939 period are, in my limited experience, 

relatively scarce items. I suggest that, following the ‘shock’ of the outbreak of hostilities in Europe, many air mail services 

in Eastern Europe were disrupted and it took some time for “normal” service to be resumed. It was only by early       

December that “normal” air mail service to and from Romania again became possible.  You will note the endorsement 

“PAR AVION TRANSATLANTIQUE VIA ROMA-LISBOA”. Early wartime Romanian mail connecting with FAM-18  
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could either be flown directly to Lisbon by Ala Littoria via Rome, or by LARES, the Romanian national airline to Athens, 

thence onto Rome.  Beginning early December 1939 mail could also be flown to Budapest from where a connection by 

Ala Littoria via Zagreb to Italy became possible. From Italy, Ala Littoria provided onward air connection with Marseilles 

and Lisbon and with FAM-18.  The cover was in Marseilles airport on December 14. Interestingly, as mentioned above, 

immediately upon the outbreak of war, PAA withdrew from Marseilles and Lisbon now became the European terminus.  

We wonder why the cover was postmarked in transit in Marseilles. In December 1939 France was still fighting and it is 

possible mail was off-loaded by the Italians in the French port for onward transmission to Lisbon by sea or by a French 

airline? Upon arrival at the “Chicago Tribune” it was date stamped by that newspaper January 6.  A transit time of 30 

days exemplifies the difficulties and delays encountered in forwarding Romanian correspondence via Italy to the United 

States over the North Atlantic route during the first months of the war. 

  My second example, (Fig. 2.), a registered cover posted from Cernauti (nowadays Chernivtsi in the Ukraine) to      

Washington, D.C. on June 26, 1940, (correctly franked 221 Lei for a 20g. registered air mail letter to the United States), 

was postmarked Connecticut Avenue Sta., Washington on July 8, after having transited New York the day before.  This is 

a most interesting cover, possibly the most exciting Romanian air mail cover in my collection. Note this cover only took 

10 days to travel between Cernauti and New York. The dates of posting and arrival in the USA are not in doubt: there are 

postmarks for Cernauti (26 June) and for Cernauti Airport (Marinescu type E.5) for 27 June respectively, and there are 

the date stamps for both New York and Washington, D.C. The only North Atlantic flight by PAA that accords with the 

New York transit registry date stamp of July 7, 1940 (a Sunday) was westbound flight #154 by Clipper “Dixie” which is 

recorded having left Lisbon July 4, arriving New York on July 5.  But why the two days before the presumed arrival and 

handling by the New York P.O.?  The New York P.O. was usually highly efficient in handling and forwarding registered 

mail. If the cover was flown by PAA this is a bit of a mystery!  Unless, of course handling was affected by the US Inde-

pendence Day festivities! 

  On the other hand, however, the LATI route via Brazil, is just about possible to reconcile with the postal markings: a 

flight by SM83 I-AZUR is recorded leaving Rome on uly 3, arriving Rio de Janeiro July 5.  The transit time of only 10 

days accords with observed transit times of Romanian air mail covers which we believe were flown by LATI to various 

destinations in South America, (13 +/- 3 days, see discussion below).  If experts on PAA South America services can 

confirm it was possible to fly from Rio to New York in 1940 in two days, then we have hit the jack pot!  This would   

suggest this cover is an unconfirmed, yet most likely example of a Romanian cover flown the elusive “long way round” 

routing via South America to the United States. Irrespective how this cover reached the USA, whether by the North or  

Fig. 1. Air mail letter, franked 50 Lei, from Romanian Travelling Post Office  to Chicago December 7, 1939 
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South Atlantic route, the transit time of only 

10 days is absolutely astonishing.  I doubt air 

mail covers from Romania to Washington, 

D.C. would be much faster 75 years later 

In contrast to the exceedingly fast transit time 

of 10 days Romania to the United States of 

the previous example, a further registered  

letter also correctly franked 221 Le, was   

posted from Bucharest, July 20, 1940         

endorsed “Via Clipper”, and was date stamped 

after arrival in New York on August 8.  In this case, the much more believable 19 days transit time indicates carriage by 

PAA. It is likely this cover was carried on PAA westbound flight #176 by Clipper “Dixie”, arriving August 7, the day  

immediately before it was postmarked in New York. The cover would probably have been flown Romania to Lisbon 

over Ala Littoria Route #425 Bucharest to Rome, thence routes #405 Rome to Melilla (Spanish Morocco) and #482  

Melilla to Lisbon, in time to connect with the flight leaving August 6, a postulated 17 days between Bucharest and      

Lisbon. 

  Beginning July 23, 1940 there was a small reduction in the Romanian air mail surcharge rate to both the United States 

and to Canada.  The air surcharge rate introduced May 10, 1940 was 189 Lei per 20g. but it was reduced by 9 Lei to 180 

Lei per 20g. We wonder if this was deliberate planning ahead since when the next air mail surcharge rates schedule was 

published, April 1, 1941, the rate to the United States and Canada was now listed as 45 Lei per 5g.  This brought the use 

of 5g. weight steps across the North Atlantic into line with the 5g. weight steps long used when calculating Romanian air 

postage rates to Latin American countries. The 9 Lei reduction in the air mail surcharge rate may not have been that well 

publicised since we occasionally find covers from the interior of Romania overpaid 9 Lei for air mail service to the USA 

as late as November 1940. 

  The entry of Italy into the war in June 1940, had minimal if any effect on the forwarding of Romanian air mail to the 

then neutral United States. Transit times Romania to New York seem not to have changed.  We will return to a fuller 

discussion of transit times at the end of the present presentation. 

  New York registry date stamps invariably correspond with known dates of arrival of PAA aircraft in New York,       

confirming transit of the North Atlantic route.  The most puzzling cover I have so far encountered that I was almost  

certainly flown the North Atlantic route, is a registered air mail cover from Jassy (Iasi), Romania November 16, 1940       

addressed to New York that was clearly postmarked on arrival 8 December, giving a transit time of 22 days, (Fig. 3). 

Flights arriving New York immediately preceding the December 8 date were PAA westbound flights #240 by Clipper 

“Atlantic” that left Lisbon on Saturday November 30 and which after being delayed in the Azores, arrived Wednesday 

December 4, and flight #242 by Clipper “Dixie” leaving Lisbon December 3, which also arrived on December 4.  It is 

definitely a mystery why this cover was seemingly handled by the New York Post Office a full four days after the stated 

arrival dates of the two aircraft from Europe.  Possibly the coincidental arrival of two aircraft overwhelmed the New 

York Post Office with the amount of mail that was carried?  I doubt this. Both aircraft are recorded as being in Bermuda 

Figures 2a and 2b. 

Registered cover, franked 221 

Lei from Cernauti, Romania 26 

June 1940 via Bucharest and 

New York to Washington, D.C. 

arrived 8 July. 
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on December 3.    British Imperial censorship of transit mail was definitely taking place in December 1940, but not all the 

mail was opened and examined. Mail from the then neutral Romania was probably regarded as being of low priority by 

the British censors and there is no evidence this cover was ever opened and examined.  Again, it is possible with the high 

volume of mail arriving on two aircraft, that some mail might have been delayed in Bermuda and not replaced back onto 

the aircraft  before departure?  Mail missing the flight might have been forwarded to the USA by sea? Perhaps the cover 

was flown the whole way but somehow got mislaid after arrival? I really have no idea, but four days before handling in 

New York is definitely a bit of a mystery. We should note this was one of the covers that was overpaid 9 Lei.  On the 

other hand, if we fantasise and postulate it might have been flown by LATI the South Atlantic route to Brazil, then we 

would think in terms of the cover having been flown by LATI’s SM82 I-BAIA which left Italy on December 1.            

Personally, I don’t believe that LATI was involved. This really is a most puzzling cover, a bit of an oddity. What does, 

incidentally, serve to raise this cover from the ordinary to something highly prized, is that when posted in Jassy the    

postage stamps were cancelled with the “IASI III / REC. PREZ. PRIN AVION” air mail date stamp (Marinescu type 

E.6), (Ref. 3) examples of which I believe to be particularly scarce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 (a and b):  Registered air mail Jassy, Romania, November 16, 1940 to New York (8 December).  22 days in transit. 

Figure 4.  Back of air mail cover posted Bucharest November 9, 1940, arr’d. New York December 5. (transit time of 25 days). 
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To compound the mystery surrounding the  Jassy cover, I have in my collection another Romanian registered air mail 

cover, (Fig. 4), posted Bucharest November 9, 1940 addressed to New York that was date stamped on arrival December 

5.  The December 5 date of the New York registry mark does, of course, conform exactly with what one would expect 

with mail arriving the day before carried by one of the two aforementioned aircraft.  Postal markings on the cover      

indicate a transit time of 25 days.  So, we have two covers: (a) a Jassy cover that was overpaid 9 Lei, posted November 16 

and reached New York on December 8 with a journey time of 22 days, and (b) a cover from Bucharest posted            

November 9 that reached New York by December 5, showing a transit time of 25 days. I leave it up to you, the reader, to 

read into this what you like with all this information. I suspect both covers went the north Atlantic route and the  cover 

posted in Jassy on November 19, 1940 was somehow mis-handled.  You cannot, however, discount entirely the LATI 

scenario, especially a cover that was overpaid 9 Lei, that might just, and I say, ‘might just’ have been flown via Brazil. 

With covers like this you are entitled to dream … if only…. 

  I now show another registered air 

mail cover, (Fig. 5.), posted this time 

from Galati, (Galatz), Romania      

December 27, 1940, franked 212 Lei, 

that was handled by the New York 

Post Office on January 26, 1941, a 

journey time of 30 days. You will note 

at the bottom front left corner is the 

manuscript endorsement “Via   

Lisabona”.  It has been established that 

westbound flight #256 by Clipper 

“Atlantic” left Lisbon on Friday     

January 24, 1941, arriving New York 

the following day.  The arrival date 

conforms with the evidence of      

handling by the postal authorities in 

New York on January 26. The only 

minor niggle I have with this cover is 

that a blue “POR AVION VIA     

LATI” label (etiquette) was stuck at 

the top front of the envelope. I am 

confident this LATI etiquette was not 

affixed by some unscrupulous        

collector or stamp dealer seeking to 

increase the eye appeal and            

consequent value of the cover.  It may 

be that some postal official in         

Romania decided to add the label to 

ensure it went as fast as possible, or 

maybe Ms. Lupescu writing to a      

relative in New York decided to cover 

both options, the LATI and the FAM-

18 routes.  Whatever the reason, I am 

convinced this was a FAM-18 cover. 

  As we move further into 1941 the 

status of Romanian transatlantic air 

mail covers becomes less problematic.  

Covers in my collection that went the 

Figures 5 (a and b): Registered air mail cover from Galati December 27, 1940, 

franked 212 Lei to New York (arr’d. 26 January 1941). 

Despite the “via LATI” air mail etiquette, this cover was flown by P.A.A. 
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north Atlantic route from May 1941 were all intercepted and the contents examined by the British censors in Bermuda.  

The only thing worth mentioning is that when a new Romanian air mail rates schedule was published by the Romanian 

Post Office April 1, 1941 the air surcharge rate to the United States and Canada now became 45 Lei per 5g. This meant 

that the correct postage assessed for a non-registered 10g. cover May 2, 1941 to Richmond, Virginia, (not illustrated), 

was only 106 Lei, and for a 15g. registered air mail cover posted June 7, 1941 the correct postage was 167 Lei. This latter 

“triple weight” cover took 20 days to travel between Bucharest and New York and is the only one in my collection that 

attracted a Lisbon registration transit date stamp (June 22).  The cover was probably flown on westbound Flight #348 by 

Clipper “Yankee” which arrived New York on June 27, the date of handling by New York’s registry branch, although 

flights #346 and #338 by Clippers “Atlantic” and “Dixie” respectively both arrived on June 25. 

  It should be appreciated that after the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbour December 7,1941 Romania declared war on the 

United States. For obvious reasons air mail service from Romania to the enemy USA after this date almost certainly 

ceased. 

To date I only know of Romanian wartime air mail covers addressed to the United States, and not to Canada or to   

Mexico (or to the Caribbean).  I assume mail to other north American destinations would follow a similar pattern to that 

provided by the ten covers currently available in the present study.  Throughout the period December 1939 to June 1941 

there does not seem to have been any increase of time for transmission Romania to New York, and excepting the June 

1940 cover from Cernauti to Washington which I am convinced was flown by LATI, the mean time for transmission by 

the north transatlantic route was 25 +/- 5 days. Details of covers to the United States are given in Table 1. 

Air Mail to South America. 

  My first Romanian air mail cover to South America was almost certainly flown by LATI. Posted as a registered letter 

from Prahova February 22, 1940, (Fig. 6), this cover after transiting Baneasa Airport, Bucharest the following day,      

arrived in Brazil on March 6, giving a transit time of only 12 days Bucharest to Rio de Janeiro. A manuscript directional 

request “VIA ITALIA” was added to the address side of the envelope.  The total franking of 165 Lei included a block of 

eight of the 20 Lei orange stamps.  You will note it is not unusual to find Romanian covers with the postage stamps   

affixed to the reverse sides of the envelopes, the rationale being that they strengthened the seams, and afforded extra 

security for the contents. The cover almost certainly was flown the South Atlantic route Italy to Brazil on SM-83             

I-AZUR piloted by Costellani, and which is recorded leaving Rome March 1, arriving Rio March 4, 1940.  But            

involvement of LATI is not proven beyond all doubt since Air France was still functioning this early stage of the war, 

TABLE 1.  World War II-Period Romanian air mail covers to the United States. 
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and records show that the Farman 2200, F-AQCX “Ville de Natal” left Marseilles Sunday March 3, arriving Natal, Brazil 

March 4, and on to Pernambuco by March 5. So here is an example of being too clever by half in trying to use arrival 

postmarks to confirm route and airline involved. The unfortunate coincidental arrival of aircraft in Brazil does not allow 

us to differentiate between LATI and Air France flights. Incidentally, this cover was underpaid 3 Lei: the correct postage 

should have been 168 Lei computed as 12 Lei per 20g. surface, 12 Lei registration together with twice 72 Lei per 5g. air 

(air surcharge rate to Brazil between April 17, 1939 and April 1, 1940). 

  A second registered air mail cover to South 

America, from Timisoara June 6, 1940, was 

sent to Buenos Aires in Argentina.  From the 

current perspective, it is unfortunate there are 

neither transit or arrival postal markings so 

once again we cannot be certain which airline 

or route was involved, but a betting man 

would be foolish to gainsay it was not flown 

by LATI.  I have noticed time and again     

registered covers addressed to Argentina   

during World War II were not back stamped 

upon arrival.  There is no reason to suggest 

the Timisoara cover was not properly flown.  

An interesting problem with this particular 

cover is the franking of 185 Lei.  In June 1940 

the surface rate was 16 Lei the first 20g. and 

registration was also 16 Lei.  The air        

surcharge rate to Argentina for the period 

May 10, 1940 – 31 March 1941 was 141 Lei 

per 5g.  Therefore the correct for a 5g. letter 

should have been only173 Lei, not185 Lei.  I 

have no rational explanation for the apparent 

12 Lei overpayment.  I should note in the 

passing that in June 1940 the contemporary    

Romanian air surcharge rate to the United 

States was 189 Lei per 20g.  In other words, 

if you wanted to send a 5g. wt. letter to    

Argentina it was surprisingly less expensive 

than to the USA.  Later, when 5g. wt. steps were also introduced for air mail to North America the rates to South    

America generally far exceeded the rates to the United States. 

  We now come to what is indubitably a genuine LATI cover to South America. Posted as a registered express air mail 

letter from Timisoara October 26, 1940 to Santiago de Chile, this cover, (Fig. 7) arrived at destination on November 14, 

showing a transit time of 19 days. This cover was franked 205 Lei computed as16 Lei per 20g. surface, 16 Lei registration, 

32 Lei the express letter fee, plus an air surcharge rate to Chile of 141 Lei per 5g. (the correct air surcharge rate to Chile 

for the period May 10, 1940 – March 31, 1941).  If this letter had been flown by PAA over FAM-18 we might have    

expected to see evidence of censorship during transit through Bermuda, and most certainly a New York registry date 

stamp.  A further point worth noting is that from October 23, three days before posting, the direct air link Romania to 

Fig. 6 a and b: Registered air mail cover from 

Prahova, February 22, 1940 to Rio de    

Janeiro, Brazil (arrived. 4 March).                   

13 days in transit confirms flown South    

Atlantic, almost certainly by LATI. 
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Italy had been severed making it unlikely this cover could have connected with LATI flight of I-ASSO leaving Rome 

October 31, but in plenty of time to connect with the next LATI flight, by I-BRAZ which is known to have departed 

Rome November 11. The flight by I-BRAZ is entirely consistent with the Chilean arrival mark of November 14. 

  When we move on to 1941, all the 

covers in my collection definitely    

travelled to South America via the 

North Atlantic route since they show 

evidence of having been examined in 

transit by British censors.  I have, for 

instance, an unregistered cover from 

Baneasa Airport May 27, 1941 that 

reached Rio de Janeiro on June 25, 

showing a transit time of 29 days.  This 

cover, after examination, was re-sealed 

using British P.C.90 “OPENED BY 

EXAMINER 88” tape.  Examiner 88 is 

recorded active in Trinidad at this time. 

The franking of 108 Lei was correct, 

comprised of 16 Lei UPU surface rate 

and 92 Lei per 5g. air to Brazil (rate April 

1,1941 – April 14, 1942). 

   I have been fortunate to have acquired 

three registered air mail covers to       

Santiago Chile for the period October 

1941 to March 1942.  Each shows evidence of transit through New York.  The example from Bucharest November 3, 

1941, (Fig. 8.), is a ‘sad’ case.  The Romanian air surcharge rate to Chile at that time was set at 96 Lei per 5g., whereas 

the air surcharge rate to Argentina was 9 Lei greater, being 105 Lei per 5g.  This November 3, 1941 cover was endorsed 

at   bottom left “via Buenos Aires” and although clearly addressed to Chile, was deliberately franked 145 Lei for the higher 

postage rate to Argentina. I think we can be sure because the sender directed this cover to go via Buenos Aires that he 

or she originally wished the cover to be flown via LATI. Despite this intention, however, it was forwarded via Lisbon 

and New York, being censored in Bermuda, and reaching destination 26 days later. 

  The remaining covers to Chile, one posted Bucharest October 25, 1941, the other March 4, 1942, were censored in 

transit in Bermuda, have transit date stamps for Lisbon and New York, and both were correctly franked 136 Lei.  The 

transit times these two covers Romania to Chile were 28 days and 47 days respectively. 

   I now show a most interesting air mail cover to Argentina, (Fig. 9).  Posted Bucharest June 11, 1942, properly franked 

146 Lei (20 Lei surface + 20 Lei registration + 106 Lei per 5g. air surcharge rate to Argentina for the period April 15, 

1942 – April 14, 1943) we do not know when it arrived sine there is no Argentine arrival date stamp.  What is exciting 

about this particular cover is that it has a British “OPENED BY EXAMINER 793” P.C.90 censor tape, a Lisbon date 

stamp June 19, but no New York registry handling date stamp.  So how could this be?  8 days to London, then flown 

clockwise on Trip #8008 of the PAA’s LATI Substitute “O” service route Lisbon-West Africa-Puerto Rico–Trinidad-

Fig. 7 a and b. Registered air mail, 

franked  205 Lei from Timisoara,      

26  November 1940 to Santiago de 

Chile, Arrived 14 November. 

Flown LATI. 
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New York. Mail originating from 

enemy countries, (and by June 

1942 Romania as far as the   

British and the Americans were 

concerned was definitely an  

enemy state), was sent back from 

the Gambia to England for full 

inspection. Imperial Censor No. 

‘793’ was in London, not Bermuda, 

Trinidad or Jamaica.  The cover 

would then, having successfully 

passed scrutiny, have been         

forwarded from England over the 

same clockwise “O” Service Route, 

being diverted from Puerto Rico to Brazil, 

thereby giving the explanation for the ab-

sence of a New York transit postmark.  I 

am highly indebted to John Wilson for ex-

plaining the routing of this cover. 

   Finally, a 4gm. registered air mail cover to 

Argentina, posted Bucharest November 10, 

1942, and correctly franked (for the period 

April 15, 1942 – 314 April 1943) 146 Lei 

(20 Lei surface, 20 Lei registration and 106 

Lei per 5 gm. air), having transited Lisbon on 

November 23, did not go via New York, but 

Figure 8 a and b.  Registered 

air mail cover franked 145 Lei    

from Bucharest 3 November 

1941 to Santiago de Chile, 

(arr’d. 29 November), via    

Lisbon (12 November) and New 

York (24 November). 

Fig. 9 a. and b.  Registered cover franked 

146 Lei from Bucharest  11 June 1942 to 

Buenos Aires.  British PC90 censor tape 

“OPENED BY EXAMINER 793” for (?) 

London.  Believed flown by PAA over the 

clockwise transatlantic ‘O’ Service Route. 
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apparently reached the United States in Washington D.C. on 28 December.  There is no Argentine arrival mark but there 

is a Miami registration mark for December 30.  In late 1942 there was sufficient capacity to carry by air all the mails, and 

Romanian air mail, being regarded of low priority, was presumably forwarded by sea, arriving (?) Baltimore/Washington 

instead of New York, presumably because the harbour in New York would have been iced up. 

   I present details of the ten air mail covers that I have that were sent to South America in Table 2.  You will see that in 

the early period (up until October 1940, at least) when the likely routing was by LATI, that transit times Romania to   

various destinations in South America were only c.13 days. In 1941, when I assume the carrier was PAA, transit times 

were very much longer, averaging 32 days Romania to Santiago, Chile. 

  I trust the information given in this study will add something of value to the canon of literature surrounding LATI’s 

wartime south Atlantic, and PAA’s north Atlantic air mail services. Romanian air mails have largely been ignored by   

collectors.  They are not so plentiful for study as, say, wartime German or Italian covers, and deductions drawn through 

inspection of a relatively small pool of covers may not stand the test of time when data is forthcoming from other      

collectors having Romanian covers in their holdings.  I look forward to a meaningful dialogue with anyone who wishes to 

contact me. 
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CHINA NATIONAL AVIATION CORPORATION 

Attempted Canton – Fort Bayard – Hanoi Route to connect with Air 

France Services to Europe. 

By Brian Asquith. 

  

 This over-franked envelope, (Figure 1), was sent to take advantage of the first flight of China National Aviation       

Corporation starting a direct weekly air mail service from Canton to Hanoi, on 14th February 1936 to link up with     

regular Air France flights to Europe from there.  The special Canton ‘propeller’ chop reads “Commemorating the  

opening Flight Between Canton and Hanoi”. 

  Inside is a handwritten, chatty letter on green paper, from Shanghai on 12th February, which starts off :- 

“My dear Fred, Just a hurried note sent you so that you can “cash in” on the envelope (First Flight China-

Europe) said to be delivered within 8 days.  Let me know when you get it….” 

  There are transit marks on the back for Marseilles on 16th March and for Paris on 17th March, together with a pencil 

written note “Recd. 18 March 1936”.  The letter therefore took 35 days rather than the hoped for 8 days. 

  These flights were scheduled to take place under the Chinese Post Office “NOTIFICATION No. 1490 – which stated 

that a direct weekly air mail service from Canton to Hanoi via Kwangchowwan (also known as Fort Bayard, a small 

French concession at the top of the east side of the Indo-China peninsula) and vice versa would be established from the 

14th February 1936.  Linking Hanoi with the (Air France) Hanoi-Marseilles air mail service … From 14th February 1936 

an aeroplane will leave Canton every Friday……” 

  The first flight left Canton on the scheduled date and arrived at Fort Bayard at 8.15 a.m. Unfortunately, Southwestern 

Aviation Corporation, based in Canton, had become aware of the situation and filed an objection to the CNAC service 

taking place. The objection obviously worked as the CNAC flight never took place and SWAC, after one trial flight on 

19th June 1936, opened the regular route to connect with Air France on 10th July 1936. 

Figure 1.   
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  The CNAC first flight cover bears an inverted boxed red cachet at bottom left which reads “DELAYED BY          AD-

VERSE WEATHER / REFORWARDED / ON 21. (altered to “28”) 2.36” plus a violet boxed “DESPATCHED 

6.3.1936”.  I have other covers where this has been altered to “9.3.1936” 

  The final ignominy is the violet oblong boxed cancellation at the bottom of the map which says :- 

“AIRMAIL SERVICE POSTPONED / FORWARDED BY STEAMER TO /                                                                 

SINGAPORE FOR ONWARD TRANS / MISSION BY AIR” 

 A number of variations can be found, including this cover, (Figure 2), showing two different colours of the Canton 

‘propeller’ chops :- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black propeller chop                                    Violet Propeller chops 

  In over 40 years this (Figure 2.), is the only cover I have seen with the violet chops, which of course, doesn’t mean that 

there might not be many more out there.  This cover has two violet boxed cachets on the back which are difficult to  

reproduce in view of over-inking and the colour of the envelope :- 

The first cachet is the same as seen on the map cover, (Figure 1.) :- 

“AIRMAIL SERVICE POSTPONED / FORWARDED BY STEAMER TO /                                                         

SINGAPORE FOR ONWARD TRANS / MISSION BY AIR” 

But the second cachet, (Figure 3),  must have been made up by someone who had difficulty with the English language 

which is as follows (taken from another cover) : 

“AIRMAIE SERVIOE ICETPONED / EORWARDED BY STEAMER TO /                                                                 

SINGAPORE EOR ONWARD TRANS- / MISSION BY AIR” 

  

Figure 2. 
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   The final cover I show, (Figure 4), wasn’t posted until 27th February.  The envelope is from the second printing    

[‘162’ top left] of the Chinese Post Office first type of air mail envelope. 

  As this letter was only addressed to Hanoi and not connecting with the Air France service, it has received a different 

violet cachet reading  

“AIRMAIL SERVICE POSTPONED /                                                                                                 

FORWARDED BY STEAMER TO /                                                                                                    

AVOID DELAY” 

Reference. 

“The Chinese Air Post 1920 – 1935” by James Starr FRPSL and Samuel J. Mills. (It actually includes 1936) 

 

 

 

Figure 3. 

Figure 4. 
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Horseshoe Route Disruption – Iraq, May-June 1941. 

By David Collyer. 

Editor: This article first appeared in the October – December 2016 issue No. 111 (pp. 2-5), of ‘The Australian              

Aerophilatelist’, quarterly bulletin of the Australian Airmail Society.  Permission to re-publish this article has most         

graciously been given by Ross Wood, (e-mail: rosswood@bigpond.com), Editor of ‘The Australian Aerophilatelist’.      

Membership of the Australian Airmail Society is AUS$25.00 for subscribers living outside Australia (details from David 

Figg, e-mail: david.figg@internode.on.net )  

- - - - - -  

  A coup d’état in Iraq in April 1941 installed a pro-Axis government that attempted to remove British influence.  These 

hostilities, although only lasting a few days, resulted in the air link between South Africa and Australia being disrupted 

between May and early July 1940. 

  From the time flying boats took over the Imperial Airways (later BOAC) route to the Empire, services flew across 

France and down the Mediterranean to Alexandria where the service split, one leg going south to East Africa and South 

Africa, and a second leg going east to India, and later to Malaya and to Australia. The entry of Italy into the war on       

11 June 1940 cut services down the Mediterranean, and this was further compounded by the surrender of France later in 

the month. 

  To maintain air links with its Empire, the British joined the African route from Durban with the Far Eastern route from 

Australia at Cairo, to create the “Horseshoe Route”, so named because of its shape.  Imperial Airways was replaced by 

BOAC on the 1st April 1940, so the Horseshoe Route was a BOAC / Qantas operation.  Services from Durban were 

coded ‘NE’ (North from Durban and East from Cairo). Services from Sydney were coded ‘WS’ (West from Sydney and 

South from Cairo). 

  Great Britain had exercised a League of Nations mandate over Iraq from 1919 until 1932, after which Iraq was admitted 

to the international body. Whilst still under mandate rule, Britain and Iraq signed a treaty of Alliance and Amity in June 

1930.  After independence, this became a treaty of Alliance, valid for 10 years from 1935.  In 1936, Britain had air bases 

at Habbaniya north of Baghdad, and at Basra at the head of the Persian Gulf. 

  When flying boats took over the sector between Alexandria and Karachi there was need for a route change. The land 

plane service between Alexandria and Karachi called at Gaza, Rutbah Wells, Baghdad, Basra, Kuwait, Bahrain, Sharjah 

and Gwador.  The flying boat service between Alexandria and Karachi called at Lake Tiberias in Palestine, Habbaniya 

and Basra in Iraq, Bahrain and Dubai. 

  Aitink and Hovenkamp, (2005), say that the RAF base at Habbaniya was put under siege by the Iraqis at the end of 

April 1941. The women and children of BOAC staff were evacuated by two flying boats on 30 April 1941.  Six BOAC 

ground staff were taken from the BOAC rest-house to a concentrating camp at Baghdad.  The Iraqi troops were beaten 

off by RAF personnel.  The Horseshoe Route was disrupted from May to early July 1941. 

  From 3 May 1941, services from Durban terminated at Cairo.  Services from Sydney terminated at Basra on 2 May 

1941, although some subsequent services appear to have flown directly to Tiberias. The terminus for flights from Sydney 

was moved back to Bahrain.  Four flying boats: ‘Cassiopeia’ (G-ADUX), ‘Ceres’ (G-AETX), ‘Cameronian’ (G-AEUE) and 

‘Corinthian’ (G-AEUF) provided a shuttle service between Cairo and Bahrain.  Initially the re-fuelling point at Tiberias 

was retained.  From 9 June 1940, re-fuelling was carried out at Aqaba in Jordan, at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba on the 

eastern side of the Sinai Peninsula. 

  Identifying mail carried during the disruption of the Horseshoe Route by the Iraqi revolt has been difficult. Mail from 

England had to come by sea to Durban. [Providing examples were available it would be difficult to prove they had     

originated] from points between Durban and Cairo, or mail transiting between Australia and Bahrain although India and 

Malaya are more likely mailing points.                                                                                                                           
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  Recently, a number of covers posted from Budapest, Hungary in April 1941 were identified as being carried on the 

Horseshoe Route during the time of the Iraqi disruption.  The identifying feature was that these covers were back 

stamped at Darwin and on arrival in Sydney. 

· Budapest 15 April 1941 (by surface transport by rail and steamer to Egypt) Cairo via Tiberias to Bahrain (3 June 

1941), Darwin (10 June 1941), Sydney (12 June 1941). 

· Budapest 1 April 1941 (by surface transport by rail and steamer to Egypt), Cairo to Aqaba       (13 July 1941), 

Darwin (22 July 1941), Sydney (24 July 1941) 

 A third item posted through the New Zealand Army Postal Service has also been identified: 

· NZ/FPO 1 (Maadi, Cairo) (11 May 1941). This flight departed Cairo on 15 May and flew via Tiberias to Basra 

on the same day. It stayed overnight at Sjaibah, Basra and reached Bahrain on 16 May. Karachi was reached on 

17 May 1941. 

The next service that departed Cairo on 18 May 1941, flew to Bahrain via Tiberias, but by-passed Basra, reaching 

Karachi on 20 May. 

At Karachi, these services were combined reaching Sydney on 27 May 1941.  Sydney to New Zealand was by 

TEAL from Sydney to Auckland, and then by surface means within New Zealand. 

   The New Zealand Army Postal Service item begs the question: “What covers from the AIF in the Middle East between 

May and July 1941 are known?”  If carried by BOAC/Qantas these would have been affected by the Iraqi disruption. 

  Although the Iraqi revolt of 1941 only lasted a few days, it affected the BOAC/Qantas Horseshoe Route for more than 

two months.  Until recently the identification of mail flown during this period has been difficult. 
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Mail Launched from the S.S. ‘Ile de France’ by Catapult towards 

New York in August 1928. 

Richard Saundry. 

  A major collecting interest of mine is European mail flown beyond New York.  Before the inauguration by Pan       

American Airways of the direct transatlantic air mail service between Marseilles and New York using heavier-than-air 

aircraft in May 1939, (US Foreign Air Mail Route 18, FAM-18), most of the mail intended to be flown from New York 

arrived in the United States by ship.  The only exceptions were mail brought to New York by the airship ‘Hindenburg’ in 

1936, or by catapult flights from the German liners ‘Bremen’ and ‘Europa’ starting in 1929.  For further details of the 

North Atlantic catapult service see R.G. Stanley Smith’s two-volume monograph ‘The North Atlantic Catapult’ published 

1990.  Notwithstanding the undoubted philatelic and historic importance of mail flown the catapult flights to North 

America, I think it fair to say that the majority of surviving catapult mail covers was addressed only as far as New York, 

was largely philatelic in origin, and catapult covers addressed to destinations beyond New York are comparatively scarce. 

  But before the Germans started their catapult flight service, in 1928 the French started a catapult flight service using 

aircraft launched from the ‘Isle de France’.  Many catapult flights from the French liner towards the United States delivered 

mail to Boston as the first port of call, thus are of only passing interest to me.  The exception, however, was the initial 

flight in August 1928 when mail was flown off the French liner when c. 450 miles from New York, delivering about 1450 

letters to the US postal authorities in the US capital city.  Again, the interested reader is recommended to read Stanley-

Smith’s account of this inaugural service flight. 

  Recently I acquired a catapult cover flown from the ‘Ile de France’ towards New York in 1928, that was, I believe,          

intended to be flown onwards towards Michigan.  This cover bears all the hallmarks of a genuine ‘Ile de France’ catapult 

cover and is a welcome addition to my collection of European covers flown from New York.  The purist could argue, of 

course, that since this cover was posted from on board by a passenger while the liner was on the high seas, that it is not, 

strictly-speaking, a cover originating from Europe. Since, however, a French liner at sea in international waters is         

considered still to be French sovereign territory until it reaches port, I contend that, to all intents and purpose, a cover 

posted on board qualifies as a European cover. 

  The cover, itself, addressed to Old   

Mission, Michigan may not at first 

glance seem to be particularly            

remarkable. The stamps were cancelled 

using the ship’s octagonal date stamp for 

August 13 with the wording “LE      

HAVRE A NEW YORK”, and there is 

the 5-line first flight cachet that was 

used for mail flown the inaugural    

catapult flight to New York.  On the 

back of the envelope is an arrival    

machine cancel for “NEW YORK, 

N.Y.1” timed 1.30PM August 13,   

consistent with arrival postal marking 

described by Stanley-Smith.  There is 
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also a magenta “FOREIGN SECTION / (M.D.G.P.O.)” familiar to all collectors of mail arriving from Europe in New 

York.   

  On the back of the envelope there is the transit postmark for DETROIT, MICHIGAN, ROOSEVELT PK..STA. 

timed 8AM the next day, August 14. I am no student of US railway timetables so I believe it is possible the letter might 

not have been flown New York to Detroit, but went by rail. We should remember that by 1928, however, Cleveland and 

Chicago could be directly reached through being flown over  Contract Air Mail Route 17, (CAM 17), operated by       

National Air Transport Inc., thus onward  air transmission  over CAM 6 (Cleveland to Detroit), or  CAM 7 (Chicago to 

Detroit) might have been possible.  The fast transit time 1.30PM August 13 to Detroit 8AM the next day suggests to me 

the letter was probably flown at least part way.  It would seem to me the letter reached Detroit on August 13, but was 

subsequently postmarked the following morning when being forwarded towards Old Mission. Perhaps students of US air 

mail will be able to sort this one out? Irrespective of whether the letter went New York to Detroit by air or by rail, this 

cover is still eligible for a place in my collection since it seems the sender expected it to be flown  

  The cover was franked 14.5 Francs.  I interpret the franking as 10 Fr.  the catapult air surcharge rate per 10 gm., plus 

1.50 Fr.  per 20 gm. UPU surface letter rate (1 August 1926 – 31 July 1937) , plus 2 Fr. per 10 gm. air surcharge rate       

(1 July 1928 - 30 April 1931) for a letter flown beyond New York to a US internal destination.  I would suggest that the 

postage should more strictly have been only 13.5 Fr., thus this cover was overpaid 1 Fr..  History tells us that during the 

passage towards New York the stock of 10 Fr. stamps on the ship was essentially exhausted occasioning an emergency 

overprinting of the 1.5Fr. denominated stamps in New York for franking covers flown the return catapult service flight 

towards France.  It may be that the only way the assumed franking of 13.50 Fr.  could be satisfied was through           

over-franking using a 10 Fr. Merson stamp together with three of the 1.50 Fr. Pasteur stamps that were available.  I am 

open to correction on this point.  

  When I  acquired this cover, I was aware that it was to be accompanied by a clipping from a contemporary newspaper.  

When I received the cover, however, imagine my delight to find not only that the envelope was accompanied by not one, 

but two newspaper clippings (I believe from the same edition of a US newspaper), but also that the envelope still retained 

its original enclosure, the content of which proved equally interesting .  I always advise collectors to inspect the inside of 

covers, since from time to time you might find you have hit ‘pay dirt’ through recipients retaining original                 

correspondence within the envelopes.  In the present instance, the cuttings together with the original enclosure provide 

interesting collateral material, helping bring the cover to life.  

  Clearly, the writer(s) of the letter was/were a passenger(s) on the Ile de France returning home to Old Mission, Michigan 

via New York and Chicago.  The letter seems to have been written in two not dissimilar hands.  If written by one person 

it was most certainly started, then finished on a late occasion.  More likely it was written by two people, probably        

husband and wife, but since I cannot read the signature, I am not certain of this particular point.  What is obvious from 

those parts of the letter I manage to read, is that the writer(s) was/were ‘well to do’ as they mention having to address 

servant problems when they reached Chicago. To be able to afford passage on a luxurious transatlantic liner in the pre-

war years you had to be very affluent.  But it is the message in the letter that is of relevance to modern air mail             

aficionados.  

  The first of the two newspaper clippings is an account of the inaugural catapult flight to New York provided by the 

New York correspondent of THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE, so I think it fair to assume itwas excised from the August 13 

issue of the Chicago edition of that very newspaper.  The second clipping provided readers with firstly a photograph of 

the pilot Commander Louis Demougeot – note, that in the article and the legend to the photograph he is described as 

‘Commander’ Demougeot, whereas, more strictly, his rank was that a Lieutenant.  Perhaps the American paper was    

attributing this rank to the pilot in like vein to those who always address the most senior ranking officer of a ship as 

‘Captain’, notwithstanding his actual rank in the navy. A second picture in the clipping purports to show the biplane   

being catapulted from the S.S. Ile de France.  Despite the mis-leading caption,, the photograph was not that of the actual 

launch, as it shows the liner in port with bystanders on a quayside, together with other shipping. I suggest both clippings 

were taken from the same edition of THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE.  We can be thankful that the recipient and sender of 

the letter had the acumen to preserve the cover, together with the newspaper clippings.  I doubt they were preserved for 

philatelic reasons, but they retained them as interesting mementos of a signal event that had been witnessed. I reproduce 

the wording of the newspaper cutting (spelling exactly as printed): 
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Ship to Shore Hop with Mail Saves 12 Hours 

  New York, Aug. 13 – [Special] – An amphibian plane loaded with mail was 

tossed by catapult from the deck of the French liner Ile de France, 450 miles off 

port, this afternoon. As a result, a copy if the Paris edition of THE CHICAGO 

TRIBUNE printed on August 8, reached the New York office of THE      

TRIBUNE a good twelve hours ahead of normal schedule.  It was part of the 

first mail shipment frim liner to plane to shore scheduled as regular service later. 

  The plane made the ship-to-shore flight in about four hours, landing at the 

French line pier on the North river at 5:30 o’clock.  The liner will not reach her 

dock until tomorrow morning. 

  The flight inaugurates a regular ship-to-shore mail service, which is expected to 

cut approximately sixteen hours from trans-Atlantic mail service. 

Tell Scope of Service. 

  Inclosed with the copy of THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE Paris edition on the 

initial trip was a letter from Henry Wales, Paris correspondent of THE         

CHICAGO TRIBUNE, to the New York correspondent of the paper outlining 

the scope, aims, and rates of the service. It follows: 

  “Herewith today’s European edition which we are mailing via the new airplane-

steamship service starting in connection with this voyage of the Ile de France. If 

weather permits, the airplane will be catapulted from the deck of the liner the 

day before she is due to arrive at New York, which should be Monday next, Aug. 13.  The plane will skirt the shore from 

somewhere near Halifax, flying down to New York. 

  “Eventually this same thing will be done on this side, the airplane taking off from the ship when it is still a full day from 

Europe, somewhere south of Ireland, and flying to Brest or Cherbourg, and then through to Le Bourget airdrome at  

Paris. 

Catapulted from Deck. 

  “The extra price for this mail is extremely heavy, ten francs [forty cents] for each 10 grammes or fraction.  This letter 

with the newspaper inclosed, is costing about a dollar’s postage [100 francs].” 

  The machine, a biplane, piloted by Commander Louis Demougeot, was shot by catapult from the boat deck of the liner.  

The catapult consists of a short runway and a wheeled launching carriage which is capable of hurling an eight ton load 

into the air at a speed of sixty miles per hour.  The device is operated by the pilot of the plane sitting in the cockpit. 
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  Commander Demougeot made a perfect takeoff and struck a beeline for quarantine where he landed just long enough 

to go through a perfunctory health and customs examination. Then he took off anew and winged his way to the New 

York City pier. 

2 Other Men in Plane. 

  From the pier the mail was rushed to the general postoffice in 34th street by a fast truck and sorted out for distribution 

in record time.  Ten minutes later the Paris package was in THE TRIBUNE correspondent’s office in West Forty-third 

street. 

  Besides Commander Demougeot the ship-to-shore plane carried two other men, B. Monrouveau, a wireless operator, 

and A. Sarzach, mechanician. 

  Ultimately the French line plans to arrange accommodations for as many as six passengers on these time saving ship-to-

shore flights. 

  The plane used in today’s inaugural is a little over forty-seven feet long and fifteen feet high and has a wing spread of 

fifty-two feet.  It is equipped with a 480 horse power motor and carried 184 gallons of gasoline and eighteen gallons of 

oil.” 

 

As for the letter which was written on Ile de France notepaper: 

            
 

 S.S. Ile de France.  

 A bord le 10 Aout 

“My darling ‘Topsies’ and all the rest of you. 

 I am sending this letter by the first airship transatlantic service so save carefully the stamp and letter.  About 36 hours before we are to land in 

N.Y. an airship which is now anchored on the stern of the boat will hop off with some special mails for which we are willing to pay a dollar 

extra, not quite that, 14 francs to be exact, and will land in N.Y. about 24 hours before we do, and will be delivered special delivery that 

Letter found inside the ‘Ile de France’ catapult cover. 
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evening.  So you see, this is an event.  If this proves successful, I believe the idea is later to have an airship fly from Paris (or N.Y.) 24 hours 

after the boat has sailed, drop mails and fly back to land., then have another airship aboard to take it on ahead 24 hrs.  Thus the Atlantic 

passage for mails will be cut down to 3½ days. Sounds good, doesn’t it? 

 We are having a splendid passage, hardly any motion to this big boat which is superb to ride in.  The passage is going fast, but not fast 

enough for us, who are so impatient to be with you again. I’ll probably stop over in Chicago for two days to unpack the trunk and bags and 

have a little look over the servant possibilities, and a little visit with George and Ruth. 

At this point the handwriting changes, presumably the spouse (? wife) of the first writer. 

 I (…..undecipherable…..)  It hardly seems possible that we shall be in the U.S.A. in only a few days more. We are growing impatient to 

see all of you again I shall have a stay in Chicago for a time …… 

Most of the rest of the letter seems to be mundane family chit chat, but there is included in this verbage ‘…..the distance we 

are in the gulf stream.  It will probably be rougher before we reach N.Y.’ 

The rest of the letter is difficult to read, and the signature at the bottom has proven impossible for the current reader to 

decipher. 

  I believe the cover, together with its accompanying collateral newspaper cuttings and enclosure, make for a significant 

and interesting story. These items should never be separated. 

  Finally, one small point which I am sure the catapult experts among us will be able to explain.  The letter was started on 

August 10, probably finished not long afterwards.  The cover, however, was cancelled August 13, the day of the catapult 

flight to New York. Was it normal to cancel mail on the ship using the date when the flight was expected to take place?  

Or was all the mail destined to be flown cancelled on August 13 just prior to take-off?  As I believe c. 1450 covers were 

flown towards New York in this instance, this must have required a mammoth effort by the postal official(s) on board to 

date stamp such a large number of covers.  Was this normal procedure? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A BAMS MEMBER’S EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT OF THAI AIRWAYS 

CRASH AT KAI TAK, HONG KONG 30 JUNE 1967. 

by Brian L. Asquith. 

  On 16 December at Autumn Stampex, during the joint meeting of the British Air Mail Society and the Wreck & Crash 

Mail Society, I gave a display of “Chinese Air Mail Crash Covers”.  I was describing the cover illustrated here that was flown 

by Thai Airways from Taipei to Hong Kong, and subsequently salvaged from the sea.  Peter White, also a BAMS    

member, remarked “I saw that crash.  I was at the airport”. 

  This is definitely a first in my more than 40 years involvement in aerophilately for someone in the audience to say,       

“I was there”.  What a revelation!  Peter has since sent me the following report, for which my grateful thanks:- 

  “I had a tour of duty in Hong Kong as a member of HMOCS between 1965 and 1968.  In 1967, I was involved in the physical security 

of Government premises and files.  One part of the job was to liaise with Diplomatic service staff in Singapore over the maintenance of Hong 

Kong Government secure communications equipment. 

  On 30 June 1967, I was at Kai Tak with a member of the Diplomatic Service (and a Diplomatic Bag) to see him off on his return flight to 

Singapore after a routine visit.  We were in the terminal building watching out for the flight as aircraft coming in to land that day were     

approaching through Lye Mun Gap (between Hong Kong Island and the Mainland) rather than over Kowloon City.  Visibility was not good 

but we were able to make out the aircraft, a Caravelle, on its approach.  There was nothing obviously wrong but it put down in the water about 

100 yards short of the end of the runway which stuck out into Kowloon Bay. 

  The onward leg of the flight to Singapore was obviously cancelled and the passengers were provided with dinner and overnight accommodation 

in a hotel in Nathan Rd, Kowloon.  As the Diplomatic Bag also had a seat booked on the flight (this was normal practice in view of their 

contents), it was also entitled to a dinner – which I generously ate for it! 

  Perhaps, not surprisingly, it is the only aircraft crash I have ever witnessed.” 
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The aircraft was a Sud Aviation SE-201 Caravelle III, Reg. No. HS-TGI, leased by Thai Airways International from  

Scandinavian Airlines System.  It was on flight TG601 from Taipei-Sung Shan Airport to Kai Tak International Airport, 

Hong Kong and was making an Instrument Landing System approach to Runway 31 during a thunderstorm associated 

with a nearby typhoon.  There were 7 crew members, all of whom survived, and 80 passengers of whom 24 died. 

  The Civil Aviation Authority report states that the Captain was pre-occupied seeking visual reference and did not   

closely monitor the final approach, and did not notice that the co-pilot, who was flying the aircraft, had continued to   

descend below the minimum altitude of 415 feet  He was 80 feet below the established glide slope and downdraughts 

may also have contributed to the eventual descent into the sea. 

   

 

Legends to illustrations: 

(top) Crash cover from Taipei that was 

described by Brian Asquith at the joint 

meeting of BAMS and the Wreck & 

Crash Society at Stampex. 

(right) Brian giving his display at the 

meeting. 

(bottom) SE-210 Caravelle III in Thai 

Airways livery, possibly the same aircraft 

involved in the crash at Hong Kong. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Stockholm Run: Air Transport between Britain and Sweden during WWII. 

   Nils Mathisrud – ISBN 9788365281159.  Published 2016, 344 pages, large format. 

  The book is written by Norwegian Nils Mathisrud, who came to be a flying historian due to his initial interest of air 

modelling and construction. 

   There have been some books on the subject such as 

Nilsson & Sandberg’s book “Blockade Runners” from 1996 

and  other books in Swedish that deal with the subject.  

The faults with these books are the strictly Swedish     

perspective on the history.  It has been difficult to grasp 

the flights made by the Allied side. 

   This new book (2016) therefore fills a difficult gap.  

The book describes in detail the game behind the scenes 

about how air traffic towards Sweden worked during the 

Second World War.  In detail, British (BOAC) and    

Norwegian but also American and Swedish, efforts and 

operations are described.  The book is also richly         

illustrated with World War II photographs.  Of particular 

interest is the chapter about “Accidents, losses and     

incidents”. 

   The subject of crash mail is not dealt with specifically in 

this book (two objects are shown), but I recommend it to 

all interested in Sweden during WWII.  A basic 

knowledge about the wartime situation in Scandinavia is, 

however,  recommended. 

   A v i r tua l  r ev i ew  can  be  found a t :                         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cqGrfI5ReHY.  

The book is available from a number of sources,         

including Amazon – USA and ABE Books. 

Magnus Heder. 

(our thanks to Ken Sanford for sending us this review) 

-o-o-o-o-o- 

HELLAS/2012, Volume IV: Air Mail – First and Special Flights. 

A. Karamitsos (34, Tsimiski Street, 54623 Thessalonica, Greece. Email: karamitsos@karamitsos.gr 

www.karamitsos.com)  ISSN 1792-9911 262 pages, large format, card cover, fully illustrated in colour. Greek language 

but with concurrent translation into English. 

  Until recently the required reference work on Greek air mail has been M.A. Goddard’s “The Airposts of Greece 1912 – 

1991” published in England by Philathens Ltd.in 1992.  At the time Goddard compiled his catalogue a major focus for 

air mail specialists was to collect and study first flight covers only, such that the Goddard catalogue, produced in black 

and white, though still highly recommended, has a major setback for those wishing to collect this extremely important 

area of Balkan aerophilately, in that Goddard gave very little information about what we would nowadays understand to 

be air mail postal history. Karamitsos fills this gap with aplomb! 

  With this, the fourth volume of the’ five volume set of catalogues dealing with Greek philately (HELLAS 2016 Vol 1 

concerning Greek postage stamp issues 1861-1959, plus airmail, charity, postage dues and national resistance issues;  
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Vol.II, Greek issues (1960-2015); Vol. III: new        

territories and cancellations; and Vol. V: postal      

stationery), Karamistos deals with Greek air mail, 

dealing primarily with first and special flights. It 

would appear these catalogues are continually being 

revised such that by the time you read this a 2017  

edition of Volume IV may have arrived. 

  Volume IV is divided into a number of discrete   

sections. After an initial forward and instructions how 

to use the catalogue, there is a historical outline, lists 

of airlines and abbreviations, and itineraries until 

1940, including many maps and route information.  

Then from pages 19 to 142 we have a detailed    

chronological list of first and special flights, followed 

by a shorter section (pages 143-175) showing the   

various air mail cachets, and on pages 176-216 all the 

special air mail labels.  For those who collect crash 

covers there is a detailed listing (pages 217-241) of 

Greek crash mail, including sections on cachets used 

on recovered crash mail and labels used on mail    

recovered from crashes.  Finally, there are sections on 

military mail in Greece, ending with cachets used for 

handling military air mail. 

  Greek air mails are somewhat on the periphery of 

my collecting interests, but all air mail collectors 

acknowledge the importance of Greek air mails.  This 

book cannot be recommended more highly.  It is the 

kind of reference book that deserves to find an honoured place on the shelves of every discerning air mail specialist’s 

library.  Vol. IV currently retails at about £10, with the complete five volumes set at about £45. 

Richard Saundry. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

CURRENT MAGAZINE REFERENCES 

Many readers have written saying how useful they find this section in which we aim to provide a comprehensive listing of major articles       

published recently in the aerophilatelic press.  If you regularly read magazines or journals which contain philatelic articles (especially those that 

appear in Study Circle magazines) that have not been listed in Air Mail News, and which you think might be of interest to other members, 

please send details such that we may include them for the benefit of all. 

The Australian Aerophilatelist [Australian Airmail Society] 

Ross Wood.        “Bert Hinkler’s 1928 Abandoned Stamp Card and details of his Epic England Australia [flight]”  

                                                                                                                                No. 109 (April-June 2016), pp. 3-6. 

Bob Robertson.  “New England Airways. Brisbane-Sydney-Brisbane. Variations of 1932 Flights to the AAMC”. 

                                                                                                                              No. 109 (April-June 2016), pp. 7-17. 

David Collyer.     “Flying boat services between England and Australia, September 1939 to mid-June 1940”.  

                                                                                                                         No. 110 (July-September 2016), pp. 2-8. 

John Sadler.                       “Introducing the Bungana -Australia’s First DC2”        No. 110 (July-September 2016), pp. 9-21. 
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Peter D. Cranwell & Graham Englefield.  “Operation Sinbad, the flight of RAAF Catalina A24-104 to Macquarie Island on 4th 

August 1948:  Part II. The Return Flight to Australia and the Mail that was carried to and from Macquarie Island”                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                         No. 110 (July-September 2016), pp. 23-32. 

        Part III. The Mail that was carried from Macquarie Island.                               No. 111 (Oct.-Dec. 2016), pp. 15-24. 

David Collyer.                    “Horseshoe Route disruption – Iraq, May-June 1941” 

                                                                                                                      No. 111 (October-December 2016), pp. 2-5. 

John Sadler.                “The 1924 Goble Vignettes: Valid Air Mail, or just a Cinderella?”  

                                                                                                                 No. 111 (October  – December 2016), pp. 5-14. 

Bulletin d’Information. [Cercle Aérophilatélique Française] 

Dominique Petit.              “René Fonck”                                                                         No. 71 (February 2017), pp. 3-10. 

Daniel Blanguerrin.    “Les Courriers Speciaux de Madagascar 1944-1946”                         No. 71 (February 2017), pp. 11-20 

Hans-Ulrich Schulz & Eberhard Schuppan.   

             “90éme anniversaire de la “Deutsche Luft Hansa AG”  L’histoire débuta à Berlin”        No. 71 (February 2017), pp. 21-28. 

Jean-Daniel Ayache,              “Charles de Verneilh – Pilote de grands raids”                                  No. 72 (June 2017), pp. 3-22. 

.  

La Catastrophe [the Wreck & Crash Society] 

Brian Peace.              “Pan Am Crash in Western Samoa: only four survivors although all 101 occupants survive impact” 

                                                                                                                                  Vol. 23, No. 86, (June 2017), pp. 3-6. 

Brian Peace.  “Intrepid pilots circumnavigate Australia in 40 horsepower aircraft to demonstrate fuel costs of One penny per mile” 

                                                                                                                                 Vol. 23, No. 86 (June 2017), pp. 7-10. 

Brian Peace.   “Second Capella cover appears in Phoenix auction”                                Vol. 23, No. 87 (September 2017), page 3. 

Chris Hargreaves & Diana Trafford.      “Why an air plane sank at Shelter Bay – February 1930”  

                                                                                                                          Vol. 23, No. 87 (September 2017), page 4. 

Brian Peace.     “Military aircraft ditches in Torres Strait – 10 December 1942”           ol. 23, No. 87, (September 2017), pp. 6-7. 

Philatelie und Luftpost. [the Philatelisten-Club Swissair] 

Von Jürg Roth.    “Geschichte und Aufbau meiner Heimatsammlung “Wynental”                      (Part 1) (issue 2/2016), pp. 15-25. 

Anon.  by ? Peter Beer (editor)  “Die Concorde und die Tupolev Tu-144 eröffnen die Ära des zivilen Űberschallverkehr.” 

                                                                                                                                                   (issue 2/2016), pp. 31-38. 

Luftpost Nachrichten des APCD. [ theAero-Philatelisten-Club Deutschlands] 

Reiner Stimm.            “Aerophilatelie auf dem Flughafen Leipzig/Halle anl. des 90jährigen Bestehens”  

                                                                                                                                                 No. 147/2, (2017), pp. 7-9. 

Horst Teichmann.        “Der Luftverkehr in Apulien”                                                                No. 147/2 (2017), pp. 15-20.  

Günter Feustel.       “Brief erzählen Geschichten – Ein Brief aus Las Palmas von 1938”                   No. 147/2 (2017), pp. 21-22. 

Horst Teichmann.        “Das Turboprop-Flugzeug TU-114”                                                        No. 147/2 (2017), pp. 23-25. 

Horst Teichmann.       “Abschied vom Ősterreichischen Flugpost-Sammler-Verein”                           No. 147/2 (2017), pp. 26-28. 

De Aero-Philatelist. [De Vliegende Hollander] 

Jacques Bot.                    “Groningen (Eelde) in het Binnenlands Luchtnet (1931”                             (issue 2 of 2016), pp. 40-44. 
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Rob Westhuis,                “De winter van 1954”                                                                          (issue 2 of 2016), pp. 44-45. 

Henk Havenkort,            “Een terugblik na 50 jaar…” (part 2)                                                   (issue 3 of 2016), pp. 59-63. 

Jacques Bot.                     “Trajectpost voor de N-NACC”                                                           (issue 3 of 2016), pp. 65-67. 

Jan Prinz.                         “1935 Een Nederlandse zeeman stuurt een luchtpostbrief naar huis”            (issue 3 of 2016), pp. 67-69. 

Jacques Bot.                     “De Verdwijning van de ‘Old Glory’                                                      (issue 4 of 2016), pp. 87-89. 

Hennie van de Vorst.       “ Green label AIRMAIL – “KARLSRUHE” – Galway:  

                                                                          eenmalig gebruikt in augustus 1929”                     (issue 4 of 2016), pp. 90-91. 

Henk Haverkort.               “Een terugblik na 50 jaar…”                                                             (issue 4 of 2016), pp. 92-98. 

Jan ter Welle.                     “PER LUCHTPOST tot Medan…EN DAN?!”                               (issue 1 of 2017), pp. 10-13. 

Henk Haverkort.                “Een terugblik na 50 jaar…” (part 4)                                                (issue 1 of 2017), pp. 15-18.                            

Helenus Hannecart,           “De dienst van de Clippers van Pan American Airways  

                                              over de Atlantische Oceaan vanaf 1939 tot 1945”                               (issue 2 of 2017) pp. 37-47. 

New Zealand Air Mail News. [Air Mail Society of New Zealand, Inc.]  

Alan Tunnicliffe,          “NZ Air Mail Stamp Essays” No. 770 (July 2016),                   pp. 3-4; No. 771 (August 2016), p.4. 

Albert M. Wynter,         “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 55), “Wrong Biplane or Error in Title?” 

                                             (the de Havilland DH4)                                                       No. 771 (August 2016), pp. 6-7.  

Jack Pickford,                “The Dornier DO-X”                                                                          No. 770 (July 2016), page 7. 

Albert Wynter                “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 54).  “Obscure British Aeroplane on Greek Stamps”  

                                                                                                                                               No. 770 (July 2016), pp.5-6. 

Bob Odenweller,            “Rare 6s.3d. Rate Cover NZ to GB in 1940”                                 No. 773, (October 2016), page 4. 

Albert Wynter                “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 57) (article identifying the aircraft  

                                   on the 12 sen  Japanese stamp of 1930 as a Gasuden Koken)    No. 774 (November 2016), pp. 3-4. 

Albert Wynter.            “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 58), (article on the Latécoère 300 and  

                                                       other aircraft flown by Jean Mermoz) ),                   No. 776 (February 2017), pp. 3-4. 

Peter Gilmour,            “The 1940 3s.2d. Postcard Rate NZ to England”                                   No. 777 (March 2017), pp. 3-4. 

Albert Wynter,             “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 59),  

                     (article on mis-identification of the SPCA VII as a Bloch 120)                          No. 779 (May 2017), pp. 3-4.  

Robert Clark,                 “Trans-Pacific Airmail to the United States in January 1938”                    No. 780 (June 2017), pp. 2-3. 

Albert Wynter,               “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 60) (article on the Farman F.2200)            No. 780 (June 2017), pp. 3-4. 

Albert Wynter,     “Aircraft on Stamps” (No. 61) (article on the Caudron C.630/635)                No.781 (July 2017), pp. 2-4. 

Gibbons Stamp Mthly. 

John Moody,                  “Weimar Airmail Stamps”                                                Vol. 47, No. 8 (January 2017), pp. 84-88. 

Stamp Magazine. 

Richard West,               “Flight of Fancy” (the airmail set which might have shaken up GB stamp design in the 1920s) 

                                                                                                                              Vol. 83, No. 8 (August 2017), pp.38-41. 

Stamp & Coin Mart. 

Dane Garrod,              “Import and export control of stamps in the Second World War”,                              June 2017, pp. 64-65. 
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Dane Garrod,                   “Catapulted both eastbound and westbound”                                                    April 2017, pp. 52-53. 

The Airpost Journal. [the American Air Mail Society]. 

Robert Wilcsek,                “Iranian Double Atlantic Rate Discussion,”                      Vol. 88, No. 2 (February 2017), pp. 52-58. 

 John Wilson,                    “The ‘LATI Substitute’ Service of Pan American Airways”, 

                Part 13: May to July 1942 (Mail Examination at Bathurst”                  Vol. 88, No. 2 (February 2017), pp. 59-65. 

Bob Baltzell,                      “President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s National Air Mail Week Covers” 

                                                                                                                          Vol. 88, No. 2 (February 2017), pp. 68-72. 

William Kriebel,                  “ETA: the First Air Mails”                                         Vol. 88, No. 3 (March 2017), pp. 95-103. 

Jamie O’Bannon,                 “CAM 16 AMF Cancels”,                                        Vol. 88, No. 3 (March 2017), pp. 104-107. 

Chris Hargreaves (Canadian Air Mail Notes), 

                       “Imperial Airways Inaugural Trans-Atlantic Air Mail Service 1939”     Vol. 88, No. 3 (March 2017), pp. 118-127. 

Joe Kirker, (U.S. May 15-16, 1918 cancellation varieties), 

                                             “The Deleted 9:30 Listing,”                                         Vol. 88, No. 4 (April 2017), pp. 139-144. 

John Wilson,                        “The ‘LATI Substitute’ Service of Pan American Airways.” 

                                    Part 14: Interception at San Juan, July 1942”,                   Vol. 88. No. 4 (April 2017), pp. 145-153. 

Jim Graue,                   “Triple Rate ‘Europa’ – New York 1931 Catapult Cover”  

                                                                                                                            Vol. 88, No. 4 (April 2017), pp. 156-160. 

Lee Downer (Treasure Hunting for CAM Covers), 

                  “Air Express (AE) Covers: A New Place for the Prospector to Dig,”            Vol. 88, No. 4 (April 2017), pp. 161-165. 

John Wilson,                 “Airmail to Sweden in 1942”                                                Vol. 88, No. 5 (May 2017), pp. 181-184. 

David Crotty and Ken Lawrence,     “From the Fast Lane to the Slow Lane: Two interesting World War II 

                                          Trans-Atlantic Airmail Covers from Liberia”,                     Vol. 88, No. 5 (May 2017), pp. 185-190. 

Ken Sanford,                  “1934 Pan Am Survey Flight”                                            Vol. 88, No. 5 (May 2017), pp. 191-192. 

Matt Heller,                     “Another Cover from FDR’s Collection”                               Vol. 88, No. 5 (May 2017), pp. 193-194. 

Joe Kirker,            “U.S. Airmail: the First Two Decades, Beautiful Mistakes”               Vol. 88, No. 5 (May 2017), pp. 195-196. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

 

As we about to go to press, we received this photograph from former BAMS Chairman, Bill Trower of some of  the 

happy people who attended the joint meeting with the Wreck & Crash Society at Stampex on 16 September 2017. 

We hope to have a full account of this meeting to be able to publish in the February 2018 issue of Air Mail News. 
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 editOr’s POst-SCRIPT 

  It is clear that as we become “Golden Oldies” our work output tends to gets slower than ever.  I have, once again, 

found it extremely arduous preparing this issue of Air Mail News,  this time mainly because of unforeseen lack of copy.  A 

few issues ago I said I was not particularly worried about copy as I could always rely on the help and inspiration of our 

loyal band of supporters.  It appears I was almost certainly precipitously rash in making that statement, as since that time 

my ‘postbag’ and e-mail messages have almost completely dried up and the ‘ice box’ is now almost completely empty.  So 

this is an urgent appeal.  Please, I beg of you contribute something.  You will note that in this issue your Editor has had 

to write the lion’s share of the articles, and that is not a good thing.  I have only a few items that might prove of interest 

to our readers, so if you want to see something not related to the areas of collecting I try to excel in, the answer lies with 

you all. Send in something, please, or you will either get a very thin copy of your journal or it will be stuffed with boring 

articles relating to either Balkan or Latin American aerophilatelic articles. 

  Meantime, to fill up the last space in this issue I have dredged up a cover from my Latin American collection you might 

find of interest. Charles Lindbergh, on his Goodwill Tour of Latin America, passing through Santo Domingo, the      

Dominican Republic on 6 February 1928, was prevailed upon to carry mails to Haiti and on to Cuba on behalf of the 

West Indian Aerial Express Company.  This was the only occasion that air mail was officially flown by Lindbergh using 

the “Spirit of St. Louis”, the aircraft he used to fly solo across the Atlantic.   A total of 1570 covers were prepared by    

philatelists, so you might well believe that these philatelically-contrived covers would be very plentiful. You would,    

however, be wrong.  We believe few registered covers were actually flown. And what makes it very interesting is the fact 

that the vast majority of the collector-inspired Lindbergh-flown covers were still in Cuba when that island was ravaged by 

a hurricane a few weeks later and destroyed. How history repeats itself!  Years ago I was in correspondence with a    

member of the American Air Mail Society, the late Bob Spooner who also had one of the registered covers.  At that time 

we believed our two registered covers might, in fact, be the only surviving examples known.  Other examples might  well 

surface, but they are exceedingly ‘rare birds’. 

Highly philatelic registered air mail cover flown by Lindbergh in the “Spirit of St. Louis” from Santo Domingo 6 February 1928 to 

Havana, Cuba.  On back c.d.s. “D
ry 

DE CERT. / 1928 / FEB / 9 / HABANA - CUBA” 


